
AN ACT 

To amend section 309.09 of the Revised Code to make clear 
that the prosecntiol attomey of a county is the legal 
advism of all tax-supported public librariea. 

Be it enocted by the General A8sembly of the StIR of Ohio: 

SBC'IlON 1. That section 309.09 of the Revised Code be ameoded to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 309.09. (A) The pl'Osecntinl attomey sball be the legal advisea' of 
the board of county commissiouas, board of elections. .. all other county 
officers aud boards, iMIwiiIta IIJd all tax-supported public librariea. aDd any 
of them may require written opinioDa or inmuctiooa from the prosecutina 
attomey in matters COfUM"rttd with their official duties. The prosecutina 
attomey sball prosecute aDd defeud all suits aDd actions whieIt lb.Il any such 
offica' _. board. gr tax-sUlJllQl1Cd public lUna directs or to which it is a 
party. aDd DO county offiCCl'may employ any other counsel or attomey at the 
expense of the county. except as provided in section 305.14 of the Revised 
Code. 

(BXl) The prosecntjnl attomey sball be the legal advisea' for all 
township officen, boards. aDd commissions. unless, subject to division 
(BX2) of this section, the township baa adopted a limited home rule 
government punuant to Cuapter 504. of the Revised Code aDd baa not 
entaed into a contract to have the pl'OSecntinl attomey serve as the 
township law director. in which case. subject to division (BX2) of this 
section, the township law director. whether servina full-time or part-time. 
sball be the legal adviser for all township offieen. boards. aDd commissions. 
When the board of township trustees finds it advisable or necessary to have 
additional legal counsel, it may employ an attomey other than the township 
law director or the prosecntinl attorney of the county. either for a particular 
malta" or on an annual buis. to represeot the township and its officers. 
boards. and commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on 
legal matters. No such legal counsel may be employed, except on the order 
of the board of township trustees. duly entered upon its journal. in which the 
compensation to be paid for the legal services sball be fixed. The 
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compeosation sball he paid from the toWDlhip fund. 

129thG.A. 

Nothina in this division coufers any of the powers or duties of a 
prosecntin. attcmey under sectioa 309.08 of the Revised Code upon a 
toWDlhip law dUector. 

(2Xa) If any toWDlhip in the county served by the prosecutin. attmDey 
has adopted any resolution regardina the operatioo of adult cntataiDmeDt 
establiMmentI pursuaDt to the autbmity that is panted under section S03.52 
of the Revised Code or if a resolution of that nature has been adopted UDder 
sectioo .503.53 of the Revised Code in a toWDlhip in the county served by 
the prosecntina attorney, all of the foUowina apply: 

(i) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted, or in 
which hu been adopted, a resolutioo of that nature that is made pursuant to 
divisioo (E)(lXc) of section SOl.52 of the Revised Code, the prosmrting 
attmDey sball pIOIICCUte aDd defeod 011 behalf of the toWDlhip in the trial aDd 
argument in any court or tribunal of any challenge to the validity of the 
resolutioo. If the challcuge to the validity of the resolution is before a 
federal court, the prosecuting attmDey may request the attomey genaal to 
assist the prosecuting attmDey in prosmrting aDd defending the challenge 
aDd, upon the prosearting attmDey'. making of such a request, the attmDey 
gala'll sball assist the prosecuting attomey in pafonning that service if the 
resolutioo was drafted in aa:ordaDce with legal guidance provided by the 
attmDey gala'll II desaibed in division (BX2) of section SOl.52 of the 
Revised Code. The attmDey geucral sball provide this assistance without 
charge to the township for whicll the service is paformed. If a toWDlhip 
adopts a resolution without the legal g1lidaoce of the attmDey g~ the 
attmDey gala'll is DOt required to provide assistaoce II described in this 
division to a prosecuting attmDey. 

(ii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted, or in 
which has been adopted, a resolution of that nature that is made pursuant to 
division (EX1Xa) of section S03.52 of the Revised Code, the prOlecuting 
attmDey sball pIOIICCUte aDd defend on behalf of the township a civil action 
to enjoin the violation of the resolution in question. 

(iii) Upon the request of a township in the county that has adopted. or in 
which has been adopted, a resolution of that nature that is made pursuant to 
division (E)(lXb) of section S03.52 of the Revised Code, the prosecuting 
attmDey sball pIOIICCUte aDd defend on behalf of the toWDlhip a civil action 
UDder Chapter 3767. of the Revised Code to abate as a mlisance the place in 
the unincorporated area of the toWDlhip at which the resolution is heina or 
has been violated. Proceeds from the sale of pasonal property or contents 
seized pursuant to the action sball be applied and deposited in aa:ordaDce 
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with division (EXl)(b) of section SOl.S2 of the Revised Code. 
(b) The provisioos of division (8X2Xa) of this sectioIl apply regardiDa 

all townshipa, includina township' that have adopted a, limjtcd home rule 
government pursuant to 01aptcc S04. of the Revised Code, aud reganIlesa of 
wbdba' a township that bas so adopted a limited home rule government bas 
eIIla'ed into a c:ontract with the prosecuting attomcy as described in division 
(8) of sectiOll S04.1S of the Revised Code ar bas appointed a law director as 
described in divisioo (A) of that section. 

The prosecnrina attomcy sball prosecute aud defend in the adioDI aDd 
proceedings described in divisiOll (8X2Xa) of this section without charge to 
the township far which the services are paformed. 

(C) WbeDevm the board of county amunisaioDen employs an attomcy 
otba' tIwl the prosenrtina attomcy of the county, without the autborizatiao 
of the court of common pleu as provided in section 3OS.14 of the Revised 
Code, either far a partk:ular matter ar on an annnal basis, to represeDt the 
board in ita official capacity aDd to advise it on legal mattas, the board sball 
enter upon ita journal an onIa' of the board in which the compensation to be 
paid far the legal services sball be fixed. Tbe compensation sball be paid 
from the county geocral fund. Tbe total compensatioo paid, in any year, by 
the board for legal services UDder this division sball DOt exceed the total 
annual compensatioo of the prosecuting attorney for that county. 

(0) The prosecl'tina attomcy aDd the board of county commissionaa 
jointly may contract with a board of park commissioners under section 
lS4S.07 of the Revised Code for the prosecuting attomcy to provide legal 
services to the park district the board of park commissioners operates. 

(E) The prosecnting attomcy may be, in the prosecnting attomcy's 
discretion aDd with the approval of the board of county commissionaa, the 
legal advism of a joint fire district aeated UDder section SOS.371 of the 
Revised Code at no cost to the district or may be the legal advism to the 
district UDder a contract that the prosecuting attomcy and the distrid enter 
into, and that the board of county commissiOD&:r approves, to authorize the 
prosecutina attomcy to provide legal services to the district. 

(F) The prosecuting attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's 
discretion aud with the approval of the board of county commissioners, the 
legal advism of a joint ambulaDce district acated UDder section SOS.71 of 
the Revised Code at no cost to the district or may be the legal advism to the 
district UDder a contract that the prolecuting attorney aDd the district enter 
into, aDd that the board of county commissioners approves, to authorize the 
prosecutina attorney to provide legal services to the district. 

(0) The prosecutina attorney may be, in the prosecuting attorney's 
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disaetioo and with the approval of the boml of county commjujODal, the 
lepl adviser of • joint emergency medk:a1 services district created UDder . 
sectiao 3f¥I.0!52 of the Revised Code at DO cost to the district or may be the 
lepl adviaCr to the district UDder • CODb'ad that the prow:ntina attorney and 
the district enter into, and that the boml of county c:ommisaioDeI'I approves, 
to authorize the pl'Ow:ntina attorney to provide lepl services to the district. 

(H) The proeecntina attorney may be, in the proeecntina attomey's 
discretioo and with the approval of the boml of county commissionas, the 
lepl adviser of • fire and ambuIaDce district created UDder sectioo SO!5.37!5 
of the Revised Code at DO cost to the district or may be the lepl adviser to 
the district UDder • contrad that the proeeaJtina attorney and the district 
CDta' into, and that the board of county commiuiooas approves, to 
authorize the prolecntina attorney to provide legal services to the district. 

(I) All mouey n:ceived pursuaDt to • contrad entered into UDder divisioo 
(0), (E), (F), (G), or (H) of this section sba1I be deposited into the 
pmstn1tina attomey's lepl services fuod, which sba1I be establiabed in the 
county treasury of each county in which such • contract exists. Moueys in 
that fund may be appropriated only to the proeecutina attomey for the 
purpose of providina lepl services to a put district, joint fire district, joint 
ambuIaDce district, joint emergency meclicaI services district, or a fire and 
ambuIaDce district, u applicable, UDder • contrad entered imo UDder the 
app1icab1e division. 

SBC110N 2. That existina section 309.09 of the Revised Code is hereby 
repealed. 
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SpeaUr _____ of 1M HOIIU of Repraentalivu. 

P~~ _________ ~tM~ 

JUne 11 .lOJL 

Governor. 
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1'be section mllDherina of law of • geoeral aDd permanent nature is 
complete aDd in conformity with the Revised Code. 

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio. on the ..e day of -ful, . A. D. 2OJL. 

Secrettuy of StlM. 

FlieNo. 33 Effective Date _9_1_30_1_'_1 _ 
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