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(129th General Assembly)
(Substitute Senate Bill Numbcr 130)

AN ACT

To amend sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20, 955.26,
and 1901.183 and to enact sections 956.01 to 956.18 of
the Revised Code to regulate certain dog breeding
kennels and dog retailers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SEcTION 1. That sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20, 955.26, and
1901.183 be amended and sections 956.01, 956.02, 956.03, 956.04, 956.05,
956.06, 956.07, 956.08, 956.09, 956.10, 956.11, 956.12, 956.13, 956.14,
956.15, 956.16, 956.17, and 956.18 of the Revised Code be enacted to read
as follows:

Sec 955 02 AAmﬂmﬂ&bzmmngﬂkemelemm

adult dogs, as defined in section 956.01 of the Revised Code, for the
purpose of breeding the dogs fer-hunting-er for a fee or other consideration
received through a sale, exchange, or lease and that is not a high volume
breeder licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 955.10. No owner of a dog, except a dog constantly confined to a

registered dog kennel registered under this chapter or one licensed under
wmmiﬂﬂmdm shall fail to require the dog to wear, at all
times, a valid tag issued in connection with a certificate of registration. A
deg's-failure dog found not wearing at any time te-wear a valid tag shall be
prima-facie evidence of lack of registration and shall subject any dog found
not wearing such g tag to impounding, sale, or destruction.

Sec. 955.12. The board of county commissioners shall appoint or
employ a county dog warden and deputies in such number, for such periods
of time, and at such compensation as the board considers necessary to
enforce sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53
of the Revised Code.

The warden and deputies shall give bond in a sum not less than five
hundred dollars and not more than two thousand dollars, as set by the board,
conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties. The bond or bonds
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may, in the discretion of the board, be individual or blanket bonds. The
bonds shall be filed with the county auditor of their respective counties.

The warden and deputies shall make a record of all dogs owned, kept,
and harbored in their respective counties. They shall patrol their respective
counties and seize and impound on sight all dogs found running at large and
all dogs more than three months of age found not wearing a valid
registration tag, except any dog that wears a valid registration tag and is: on
the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer, under the reasonable control
of its owner or some other person, hunting with its owner or its handler at a
ﬁeld tnal kept constantly conﬁned in a fegmefed dog kennel mms_t:m_d

or acqmred by, and confined on the premlses of, an mstxtutlon or
organization of the type described in section 955.16 of the Revised Code. A
dog that wears a valid registration tag may be seized on the premises of its
owner, keeper, or harborer and impounded only in the event of a natural
disaster.

If a dog warden has reason to believe that a dog is being treated
inhumanely on the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer, the warden
shall apply to the court of common pleas for the county in which the
premises are located for an order to enter the premises, and if necessary,
seize the dog. If the court finds probable cause to believe that the dog is
being treated inhumanely, it shall issue such an order.

The warden and deputies shall also investigate all claims for damages to
animals reported to them under section 955.29 of the Revised Code and
assist claimants to fill out the claim form therefor. They shall make weekly
reports, in writing, to the board in their respective counties of all dogs
seized, impounded, redeemed, and destroyed and of all claims for damage to
animals inflicted by dogs.

The wardens and deputies shall have the same police powers as are
conferred upon sheriffs and police officers in the performance of their duties
as prescribed by sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 to
955.53 of the Revised Code. They shall also have power to summon the
assistance of bystanders in performing their duties and may serve writs and
other legal processes issued by any court in their respective counties with
reference to enforcing those sections. County auditors may deputize the
wardens or deputies to issue dog licenses as provided in sections 955.01 and
955.14 of the Revised Code.

Whenever any person files an affidavit in a court of competent
jurisdiction that there is a dog running at large that is not kept constantly

confined either in a registered dog kennel registered under this chapter or
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one licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code or on the premises of

an institution or organization of the type described in section 955.16 of the
Revised Code or that a dog is kept or harbored in the warden's jurisdiction
without being registered as required by law, the court shall immediately
order the warden to seize and impound the dog. Thereupon the warden shall
immediately seize and impound the dog complained of. The warden shall
give immediate notice by certified mail to the owner, keeper, or harborer of
the dog seized and impounded by the warden, if the owner, keeper, or
harborer can be determined from the current year's registration list
maintained by the warden and the county auditor of the county where the
dog is registered, that the dog has been impounded and that, unless the dog
is redeemed within fourteen days of the date of the notice, it may thereafter
be sold or destroyed according to law. If the owner, keeper, or harborer
cannot be determined from the current year's registration list maintained by
the warden and the county auditor of the county where the dog is registered,
the officer shall post a notice in the pound or animal shelter both describing
the dog and place where seized and advising the unknown owner that, unless
the dog is redeemed within three days, it may thereafter be sold or destroyed
according to law.

As used in this section, "animal" has the same meaning as in section
955.51 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 955.20. The registration fees provided for in sections 955.01 to
955.14 of the Revised Code constitute a special fund known as "the dog and
kennel fund." The fees shall be deposited by the county auditor in the county
treasury daily as collected and, Money in the fund shall be used for the
purpose of defraying the cost of furnishing all blanks, records, tags, nets,
and other equipment, for the purpose of paying the compensation of county
dog wardens, deputies, poundkeepers, and other employees necessary to
carry out and enforce sections 955.01 to 955.261 of the Revised Code, and
for the payment of animal claims as provided in sections 955.29 to 955.38 of
the Revised Code, and in accordance with section 955.27 of the Revised
Code. The board of county commissioners, by resolution, shall appropriate
sufficient funds out of the dog and kennel fund, not more than fifteen per
cent of which shall be expended by the auditor for registration tags, blanks,
records, and clerk hire, for the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses
of registering, seizing, impounding, and destroying dogs in accordance with
sections 955.01 to 955.27 of the Revised Code, and for the purpose of
covering any additional expenses incurred by the county auditor as
authorized by division (F)(3) of section 955.14 of the Revised Code.

If the funds so appropriated in any calendar year are found by the board
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to be insufficient to defray the necessary cost and expense of the county dog
warden in enforcing sections 955.01 to 955.27 of the Revised Code, the
board, by resolution so provided, after setting aside a sum equal to the total
amount of animal claims paid-er filed in that calendar year, or an amount
equal to the total amount of animal claims paid or allowed the preceding
year, whichever amount is larger, may appropriate further funds for the use
and purpose of the county dog warden in administering those sections.

Sec. 955.26. Whenever, in the judgment of the director of health, any
city or general health district board of health, or persons performing the
duties of a board of health, rabies is prevalent, the director of health, the
board, or those persons shall declare a quarantine of all dogs in the health
district or in a part of it. During the quarantine, the owner, keeper, or
harborer of any dog shall keep it confined on the premises of the owner,
keeper, or harborer, or in a suitable pound e, kennel, or other suitable place,
at the expense of the owner, keeper, or harborer, except that a dog may be
permitted to leave the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer if it is
under leash or under the control of a responsible person. The quarantine
order shall be considered an emergency and need not be published.

When the quarantine has been declared, the director of health, the board,
or those persons may require vaccination for rabies of all dogs within the
health district or part of it. Proof of rabies vaccination within a satisfactory
period shall be demonstrated to the county auditor before any registration is
issued under section 955.01 of the Revised Code for any dog that is required
to be vaccinated.

The director shall determine appropriate methods of rabies vaccination
and satisfactory periods for purposes of quarantines under this section.

When a quarantine of dogs has been declared in any health district or
part of a health district, the county dog warden and all other persons having
the authority of police officers shall assist the health authorities in enforcing
the quarantine order. When rabies vaccination has been declared
compulsory in any health district or part of a health district, the dog warden
shall assist the health authorities in enforcing the vaccination order.

Notwithstanding the-previsiens-of this section, a city or general health
district board of health may make orders pursuant to sections 3709.20 and
3709.21 of the Revised Code requiring the vaccination of dogs.
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Sec. 1901.183. In addition to jurisdiction otherwise granted in this
chapter, the environmental division of a municipal court shall have
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the following actions or proceedings
and to perform all of the following functions:

(A) Notwithstanding any monetary limitations in section 1901.17 of the
Revised Code, in all actions and proceedings for the sale of real or personal
property under lien of a judgment of the environmental division of the
municipal court, or a lien for machinery, material, fuel furnished, or labor
performed, irrespective of amount, and, in those cases, the environmental
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division may proceed to foreclose and marshal all liens and all vested or
contingent rights, to appoint a receiver, and to render personal judgment
irrespective of amount in favor of any party;

(B) When in aid of execution of a judgment of the environmental
division of the municipal court, in all actions for the foreclosure of a
mortgage on real property given to secure the payment of money, or the
enforcement of a specific lien for money or other encumbrance or charge on
real property, when the real property is situated within the territory, and, in
those cases, the environmental division may proceed to foreclose all liens
and all vested and contingent rights and proceed to render judgments, and
make findings and orders, between the parties, in the same manner and to
the same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas;

(C) When in aid of execution of a judgment of the environmental
division of the municipal court, in all actions for the recovery of real
property situated within the territory to the same extent as courts of common
pleas have jurisdiction;

(D) In all actions for injunction to prevent or terminate violations of the
ordinances and regulations of any municipal corporation within its territory
enacted or promulgated under the police power of that municipal
corporation pursuant to Section 3 of Article XVIII, Ohio Constitution, over
which the court of common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those
cases, the environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to
render judgments, and make findings and orders, in the same manner and to
the same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas;

(E) In all actions for injunction to prevent or terminate violations of the
resolutions and regulations of any political subdivision within its territory
enacted or promulgated under the power of that political subdivision
pursuant to Article X of the Ohio Constitution, over which the court of
common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those cases, the
environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to render
judgments, and make findings and orders, in the same manner and to the
same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas;

(F) In any civil action to enforce any provision of Chapter 3704., 3714.,
3734., 3737., 3767., or 6111. of the Revised Code over which the court of
common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those actions, the
environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to render
judgments, and make findings and orders, in the same manner and to the
same extent as in similar actions in the court of common pleas;

(G) In all actions and proceedings in the nature of creditors' bills, and in
aid of execution to subject the interests of a judgment debtor in real or
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personal property to the payment of a judgment of the division, and, in those
actions and proceedings, the environmental division may proceed to marshal
and foreclose all liens on the property irrespective of the amount of the lien,
and all vested or contingent rights in the property;

(H) Concurrent jurisdiction with the court of common pleas of all
criminal actions or proceedings related to the pollution of the air, ground, or
water within the territory of the environmental division of the municipal
court, for which a sentence of death cannot be imposed under Chapter 2903.
of the Revised Code;

(I) In any review or appeal of any final order of any administrative
officer, agency, board, department, tribunal, commission, or other
instrumentality that relates to a local building, housing, air pollution,
sanitation, health, fire, zoning, or safety code, ordinance, or regulation, in
the same manner and to the same extent as in similar appeals in the court of
common pleas;

D W . .

SEcTION 2. That existing sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20,
955.26, and 1901.183 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. It is the intent of the General Assembly to appropriate
money to the High Volume Breeder Kennel Control License Fund created in
section 956.18 of the Revised Code to enable the Director of Agriculture to
begin administering Chapter 956. of the Revised Code and rules adopted
under it.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.
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Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
Z dayof December ,A.D.20_| 2
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