
(129th General Assembly) 
(Substitute Senate Bill Number 130) 

AN ACT 

To amend sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20, 955.26, 

and 1901.183 and to enact sections 956.01 to 956.18 of 

the Revised Code to regulate certain dog breeding 

kennels and dog retailers. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20, 955.26, and 
1901.183 be amended and sections 956.01, 956.02, 956.03,956.04,956.05, 
956.06, 956.07, 956.08, 956.09, 956.10, 956.11, 956.12, 956.13, 956.14, 
956.15,956.16,956.17, and 956.18 of the Revised Code be enacted to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 955.02. A As used in this chapter. "doe kennel" or "kennel aVlllef is 
ft persall; pftftftefSfttp, fitm; 66lHf'ftftY, af eafl'affttiaft pf6fessiaBBlly eftgftgeEi 
ill t:he httsiBess" means an establishment that keeps. houses. and maintains 
adult does. as defined in section 956.01 of the Revised Code. for the 
purpose of breeding ~ dogs fer ftttMi8g af for a fee or other consideration 
received tbroueh a sale. exchanee. or lease and that is not a hieb volume 
breeder licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 955.10. No owner of a dog, except a dog constantly confmed to a 
registereti ~ kennel reeistered under this chapter or one licensed under 
Chapter 956. of the Revised Code, shall fail to require the dog to wear, at all 
times, a valid tag issued in connection with a certificate of registration. A 
tiag's fttilttfe doe fOWld not wearine at any time te weftf a valid tag shall be 
prima-facie evidence of lack of registration and shall subject any dog found 
not wearing such a tag to impounding, sale, or destruction. 

Sec. 955.12. The board of county commissioners shall appoint or 
employ a county dog warden and deputies in such number, for such periods 
of time, and at such compensation as the board considers necessary to 
enforce sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53 
of the Revised Code. 

The warden and deputies shall give bond in a sum not less than five 
hundred dollars and not more than two thousand dollars, as set by the board, 
conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties. The bond or bonds 
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may, in the discretion of the board, be individual or blanket bonds. The 
bonds shall be filed with the county auditor of their respective counties. 

The warden and deputies shall make a record of all dogs owned, kept, 
and harbored in their respective counties. They shall patrol their respective 
counties and seize and impound on sight all dogs found running at large and 
all dogs more than three months of age found not wearing a valid 
registration tag, except any dog that wea{S a valid registration tag and is: on 
the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer, under the reasonable control 
of its owner or some other person, hunting with its owner or its handler at a 
field trial, kept constantly confined in a fegislefe6 dog kennel re~stered 
under this chapter or one licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code, 
or acquired by, and confined on the premises of, an institution or 
organization of the type described in section 955.16 of the Revised Code. A 
dog that wears a valid registration tag may be seized on the premises of its 
owner, keeper, or harborer and impounded only in the event of a natural 
disaster. 

If a dog warden has reason to believe that a dog is being treated 
inhumanely on the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer, the warden 
shall apply to the court of common pleas for the county in which the 
premises are located for an order to enter the premises, and if necessary, 
seize the dog. If the court fmds probable cause to believe that the dog is 
being treated inhumanely, it shall issue such an order. 

The warden and deputies shall also investigate all claims for damages to 
animals reported to them under section 955.29 of the Revised Code and 
assist claimants to fill out the claim form therefor. They shall make weekly 
reports, in writing, to the board in their respective counties of all dogs 
seized, impounded, redeemed, and destroyed and of all claims for damage to 
animals inflicted by dogs. 

The wardens and deputies shall have the same police powers as are 
conferred upon sheriffs and police officers in the performance of their duties 
as prescribed by sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 tQ 
955.53 of the Revised Code. They shall also have power to summon the 
assistance of bystanders in performing their duties and may serve writs and 
other legal processes issued by any court in their respective counties with 
reference to enforcing those sections. County auditors may deputize the 
wardens or deputies to issue dog licenses as provided in sections 955.01 and 
955.14 of the Revised Code. 

Whenever any person files an affidavit in a court of competent 
jurisdiction that there is a dog running at large that is not kept constantly 
confmed either in a registefe6 dog kennel reiPstered under this chapter or 
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one licensed under Chapter 956. of the Reyised Code or on the premises of 
an institution or organization of the type described in section 955.l6 of the 
Revised Code or that a dog is kept or harbored in the warden's jurisdiction 
without being registered as required by law, the court shall immediately 
order the warden to seize and impound the dog. Thereupon the warden shall 
immediately seize and impound the dog complained of. The warden shall 
give immediate notice by certified mail to the owner, keeper, or harborer of 
the dog seized and impounded by the warden, if the owner, keeper, or 
harborer can be determined from the current year's registration list 
maintained by the warden and the county auditor of the county where the 
dog is registered, that the dog has been impounded and that, unless the dog 
is redeemed within fourteen days of the date of the notice, it may thereafter 
be sold or destroyed according to law. If the owner, keeper, or harborer 
cannot be determined from the current year's registration list maintained by 
the warden and the county auditor of the county where the dog is registered, 
the officer shall post a notice in the pound or animal shelter both describing 
the dog and place where seized and advising the unknown owner that, unless 
the dog is redeemed within three days, it may thereafter be sold or destroyed 
according to law. 

As used in this section, "animal" has the same meaning as in section 
955.51 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 955.20. The registration fees provided for in sections 955.01 to 
955.14 of the Revised Code constitute a special fund known as "the dog and 
kennel fund." The fees shall be deposited by the county auditor in the county 
treasury daily as collected flfttl. Money in the fund shall be used for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of furnishing all blanks, records, tags, nets, 
and other equipment, for the purpose of paying the compensation of county 
dog wardens, deputies, poundkeepers, and other employees necessary to 
carry out and enforce sections 955.01 to 955.261 of the Revised Code, and 
for the payment of animal claims as provided in sections 955.29 to 955.38 of 
the Revised Code, and in accordance with section 955.27 of the Revised 
Code. The board of county commissioners, by resolution, shall appropriate 
sufficient funds out of the dog and kennel fund, not more than fifteen per 
cent of which shall be expended by the auditor for registration tags, blanks, 
records, and clerk hire, for the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses 
of registering, seizing, impounding, and destroying dogs in accordance with 
sections 955.01 to 955.27 of the Revised Code, and for the purpose of 
covering any additional expenses incurred by the county auditor as 
authorized by division (F)(3) of section 955.l4 of the Revised Code. 

If the funds so appropriated in any calendar year are found by the board 
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to be insufficient to defray the necessary cost and expense of the county dog 
warden in enforcing sections 955.01 to 955.27 of the Revised Code, the 
board, by resolution so provided, after setting aside a sum equal to the total 
amount of animal claims ~aiEl ef filed in that calendar year, or an amount 
equal to the total amount of animal claims paid or allowed the preceding 
year, whichever amount is larger, may appropriate further funds for the use 
and purpose of the county dog warden in administering those sections. 

Sec. 955.26. Whenever, in the judgment of the director of health, any 
city or general health district board of health, or persons performing the 
duties of a board of health, rabies is prevalent, the director of health, the 
board, or those persons shall declare a quarantine of all dogs in the health 
district or in a part of it. During the quarantine, the owner, keeper, or 
harborer of any dog shall keep it confined on the premises of the owner, 
keeper, or harborer, or in a sttitahle pound era kennel, or other suitable place. 
at the expense of the owner, keeper, or harborer, except that a dog may be 
permitted to leave the premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer if it is 
under leash or under the control of a responsible person. The quarantine 
order shall be considered an emergency and need not be published. 

When the quarantine has been declared, the director of health, the board, 
or those persons may require vaccination for rabies of all dogs within the 
health district or part of it. Proof of rabies vaccination within a satisfactory 
period shall be demonstrated to the county auditor before any registration is 
issued under section 955.01 of the Revised Code for any dog that is required 
to be vaccinated. 

The director shall determine appropriate methods of rabies vaccination 
and satisfactory periods for purposes of quarantines under this section. 

When a quarantine of dogs has been declared in any health district or 
part of a health district, the county dog warden and all other persons having 
the authority of police officers shall assist the health authorities in enforcing 
the quarantine order. When rabies vaccination has been declared 
compulsory in any health district or part of a health district, the dog warden 
shall assist the health authorities in enforcing the vaccination order. 

Notwithstanding tfte ~re ... isieBS ef this section, a city or general health 
district board of health may make orders pursuant to sections 3709.20 and 
3709.21 of the Revised Code requiring the vaccination of dogs. 

Sec. 956.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Adult dOi" means a dOl: that is twelve months ofaie or older. 
(B) "Animal rescue for dOiS" meanS an individual or orianization 

recoiJlized by the director of awculture that keeps. houses. and maintains 
dOiS and that is dedicated to the welfare. health. safety. and protection of 
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dOiS. provided that the individual or or!:anization does not QPerate for profit. 
does not seU do!:s for a profit. does not breed dOiS. and does not purchase 
more than nine dOiS in any !:iven calendar year unless the dOiS are 
purchased from a dOi warden appointed under Chapter 955. of the Revised 
Code. a humane society. or another animal rescue for dOiS. "Animal rescue 
for do is'' includes an individual or or!:anization that offers !!payed or 
neutered do!:!! for adQPtion and char!:es rea!!onable adoption fee!! to cover 
the CO!!ts of the individual or orianiution. includini. but not limited to. 
costs related to !!Payini or neuterini do!:s. 

(C) "Animal !!helter for do!:!!" means a facility that keeps. hou!!e!!. and 
maintains dOi!! !!uch a!! a dOi pound QPerated by a municipal cO[pOration. or 
by a county under Chapter 955. of the Revised Code. or that i!! QPCrated by a 
humane !!ociety. animal welfare !!ociety. !!ociety for the prevention of cruelty 
to animals. or other nonprofit O[ianization that i!! devoted to the welfare. 
protection. and humane treatment of dOi!! and other animal!!. 

W) "Boardini kennel" meanS an e!!tabli!!hment operatin!: for profit that 
keep!!. house!!. and maintains dOi!! !!olely for the PUIPose of Providini 
shelter. care. and feedini of the do!:!! in return for a fee or other 
consideration. 

(E) "Breedini do!:" means an unneutered. un!!payed dOi that i!! 
primarily harbored or hou!!ed on pro.perty that i!! the dOi'!! primary re!!idence. 

(F) "Hiu volume breeder" means an establi!!hment that keeps. house!!. 
and maintains adult breedini do!:!! that produce at lea!!t nine litter!! of 
PUllPies in MY iiven calendar year and. in return for a fee or other 
consideration. !!eU!! !!ixty or more adult dOi!! or puppies per calendar year. 

(0) "Humane society" means an or!:anization that i!! or!:anized under 
!!ection 1717.05 of the Revi!!ed Code. 

(ill "DOi retailer" mean!! a person who buy!!. !!eU!!. or offers to !!eU doiS 
at whole!!ale for re!!ale to another or who !!elb or iive!! One or more dOi!! to a 
pet !!tore annually. "DOi retailer" doe!! not include an animal re!!cue for 
dOi!!. an animal !!helter for dOi!!. a humane !!ociety. a medical kennel for 
dOi!!. a re!!earch kennel for dOi!!. a pet !!tore. or a veterinarian. 

(I) "Environmental divi!!ion of the Franklin county municipal court" 
mean!! the environmental division of the Franklin county municipal court 
created in !!ection 1901.011 of the Revised Code. 

(D "Medical kennel for dOi!!" meanS a facility that i!! maintained by a 
veterinarian and operated primarily for the treatment of sick or injured dOiS. 

(K) "Pet !!tore" mean!! a retail !!tore that !!ell!i dOi!! to the public. 
(L) "Puppy" means a doi that is under twelve months of a!:e. 
(M) "Re!!earch kennel for dOiS" mean!! a facility boU!!ini do!:!! that i!! 
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maintained exclusively for research Puwoses. 
eN) "veterinarian" means a veterinarian licensed under Chapter 4741. of 

the Revised Code. 
Sec. 956.02. Medical kennels for do~s. research kennels for do~s. 

animal shelters for do~ that are operated by a municipal corporation. or by 
a county under Chapter 955. of the Revised Code. and veterinarians are not 
required to obtain a license under this chapter or comply with any other 
requirements of this chapter and rules ado,pted under it. 

Sec. 956.03. The director of a&riculture shall adopt rules in accordance 
with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code establishin~ all of the fol1owin~: 

CA) Requirements and procedures ~overnin~ him volume breeders. 
includin~ the ljcensin~ and inspection of and record keepin~ by him volume 
breeders. in addition to the requirements and procedures established in this 
chapter: 

(8) ReQ,Uirements and procedures for cOnductin~ backlW>und 
investi~ations of each applicant for a license issued under section 956.04 of 
the Revised Code in order to determine if the applicant has been convicted 
of or pleaded ~ilty to any of the violations specified in division (A)(2) of 
section 956.15 of the Revised Code: 

(C) Requirements and procedures ~overnin~ do~ retailers. inc1udin~ the 
licensin~ of and record kee.pin~ by do~ retailers. in addition to the 
requirements and procedures established in this chapter: 

(D) The form of applications for licenses issued under this chapter and 
the infonnation that is reQ,Uired to be submitted in the applications and the 
form for reiPsterin~ as an animal rescue for do~ under this chapter and the 
information that is required to be provided with a reiPstration. includin~ the 
name and address of each foster home that an animal rescue for do~s 
utilizes: 

(E) A requirement that each him volume breeder submjt to the director. 
with an application for a him volume breeder license. evidence of insurance 
or. in the alternative. evidence of a surety bond payable to the state to ensure 
compliance with this chapter and rules adopted under it. The face value of 
the insurance covera~e or bond shall be in the followin~ !lIDounts: 

(1) Five thousand dollars for him volume breeders kee.pin~. housin~. 
and maintainin~ not more than twenty-five adult do~s: 

(2) Ten thousand dollars for hi~ volume breeders keepin~. housin~. 
and maintainin~ at least twenty-six adult do~s. but not more than fifty adult 
~ 

(3) Fifty thousand dollars for milt volume breeders keepin~. housin~. 
and maintainin~ more than fifty adult do~s. 
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The rules shall reqyire that the insurance be payable to the state or that 
the surety bond be subject to redemption by the state. as applicable. uPon a 
suspension or revocation of a hi~ volume breeder license for the PYIl'ose of 
payine for the maintenance and care of does that are seized or otherwise 
impounded from the hi~ volume breeder in accordance with this cha,pter. 

(F)( 1) For hi~ volume breeders. standards of care eovernine all of the 
followine: 

(a) Housine: 
(b) Nutrition: 
(c) Exercise: 
(d) Groomine: 
(e) Biosecurity and disease control: 
(0 Waste mapaeement: 
(e) Whelpine: 
(h) Any other eeneral Standar<ls of care for does. 
(2) In ado.ptine rules under division (F)( 1) of this section. the director 

shall consider the followine factors. without limitation: 
(a) Best maoaeement practices for the care and well-beine of does: 
(b) Biosecurity: 
(c) The prevention of disease: 
(d) Morbidity and mortality data: 
(e) Generally acce,pted veterimuy medical standards and ethical 

standards established by the American veterinary medical association: 
(0 Standards established by the United States de.partment of aericulture 

under the federal animal welfare act as defined in section 959.131 of the 
Revised eOOe. 

(G) Procedures for inspections conducted under section 956.10 of the 
Revised eOOe in addition to the procedures established in that section. and 
procedures for makine records of the inspections: 

(H)(l) A reQYirement that an in-state retailer of a PuPPy or adult doe 
provide to the purchaser the complete name. address. and telephone number 
of all hieb volume breeders. doe retailers. and private owners that kept 
housed. or maintained the pUppy or adult doe prior to its comine into the 
possessiOn of the retailer or proof that the PuPPy or adult doe was acquired 
throu~ an animal rescue for does. animal shelter for does. or humane 
society. or a valid health certificate from the state of oriein pertainine to the 
PuPpy or adult doe: 

(2) A requirement that an out-of-state retailer of a puppy or adult doe 
that is conductine business in this state provide to the purchaser a valid 
health certificate from the state of oriein pertainine to the puppy or adult 
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do" and the complete name. address. and telephone number of all breeders. 
retailers. and private owners that kept. housed. or maintained the puppy or 
adult do" prior to its comin" into the possession of the retailer or proof that 
the PuPPY or adult do" was aCQllired throum an animal rescue for do"s. 
animal shelter for do"s. or humane society in this state or another state. 

(D A reQllirement that a him volume breeder or a do" retailer who 
advertises the sale of a PUllPY or adult do" include with the advertisement 
the vendor number assi.wed by the tax commissioner to the him volume 
breeder or to the do" retailer if the sale of the PYPllY or do" is subject to the 
tax levied under Chapter 5739. of the Revised Code; 

Q) A reQyirement that a licensed him volume breeder and a licensed 
do" retailer comply with Chapter 5739. of the Revised Code. The rules shall 
authorize the director to suspend or revoke a license for failure to comply 
with that chapter. The director shall work in conjunction with the tax 
commissioner for the purposeS of rules adopted under this division. 

(K) Any other reQllirements and procedures that are determined by the 
director to be necessary for the admjnistration and enforcement of this 
chapter and rules ado.pted under it. However. rules ado.pted under this 
diyjsion shall not establish additional requirements and procedures 
"overnin" animal rescues for do"s other than those adQPted under divisiOn 
(D) of this section. 

Sec. 956.04. W(l) No person shall o.perate a hiidl volume breeder in 
this state without a him volume breeder license issued by the director of 
awculture in accordance with this section and rules adopted under section 
956.03 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The director shall not issue a license under this section unless the 
director determines that the applicant will o.perate or will continue to operate 
the him volume breeder in accordance with this chapter and rules ado.pted 
under it. 

(8) In determinin" whether an establishment is a him volume breeder 
reQ.Uirin" a license under this chapter. the director shall detennine if. in any 
~ven year. the establishment is a him volume breeder as defined in section 
956.01 of the Revised Code. All facilities that are located at an individual 
postal address shall be licensed as ope hi~ volume breeder. Not more than 
One license shall be issued under this section for any men postal address. 

(e) A person who is proposin" to operate a new him volume breeder 
shall submit an application for a license to the director at least ninety days 
before commencin" operation of the him volume breeder. The application 
shall be submitted in the form and with the infonnation reqyired by rules 
adopted under section 956.03 of the Revised Code and shall include with it 
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at least all of the followine: 
(1) An affidavit shwed under oath or solemn affinnation of the number 

of adult does that are kept housed. and maintained by the applicant at the 
location that is the subject of the application: 

(2) An estimate of the number of puppies to be kept. housed. and 
maintained and of the number of litters of PUllPies or total number of 
PUllPies to be produced durine the teUD of the license: 

(3) PhotolWlPhic evidence documentine the facilities where does will be 
!«(pi. housed. and maintained by the applicant. The director may conduct an 
inspection of the facilities that are the subject of an application in addition to 
reviewine photoiWUlhic evidence submitted by an cumlicant for a license. 

(4) A simed release peonittine the perfonnance of a backlUffilIld 
investieation reeardine the cumlicant in accordance with rules adQpted under 
section 956.03 of the Revised Code: 

(5) Proof that the lWDlicant has established a veterimuy-client-patient 
relationship as described in section 4741.04 of the Revised Code. 

(D) Purine the month of December. but before the first day of January 
of the next year. a person who is prO,posine to continue the operation of a 
hi~ volume breeder shall obtain a license for the hi~ volume breeder from 
the director for the followine year. The person shall apply for the license in 
the same manner as for an initial license. 

(E) The owner or o.perator of a hieb volume breeder that is in o.peration 
on the effective date of this section shall submit to the director an 
cumlication for a hieb volume breeder license not later than three months 
after the effective date of this section. The director shall issue or deny the 
application for a license within ninety days after the receipt of the completed 
cumlication. 

(F) A person who has received a license under this section. upon sale or 
other disposition of the Web volume breeder. may have the license 
transferred to another person with the consent of the director. provided that 
the transferee otherwise qualifies to be licensed as a web volume breeder 
under this chapter and rules adO,pted under it and does not have a certified 
unpaid debt to the state. 

(0.) An applicant for a license issued under this section shall 
demonstrate that the hieb volume breeder that is the subject of the 
application complies with standards established in rules adopted under 
section 956.03 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 956.05. (A)(1) No person shall act as or perfoon the functions of a 
doe retailer in this state without a doe retailer license issued by the director 
of aericulture in accordance with this section and rules adopted under 
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section 956.03 of the Revised Code. 
(2) The director shall not issue a license under this section unless the 

directQr detennines that the 'Wplicant will act as or perfQrm the functiQns Qf 
a dQ" retailer in accordance with this chapter and rules adQpted under it. 

ca) A persQn whQ is proPQsin" tQ act as Qr perfQun the functiQns of a 
dQ" retailer shall submit an 'WplicatiQn fQr a license tQ the directQr. Durin" 
the mQnth Qf December. but befQre the first day Qf Januaty Qf the next year. 
a persQn whQ is prQPQsin" tQ cQntinue tQ act as Qr perfQrm the functiQns Qf a 
dQ" retailer shall Qbtain a license from the director fQr the fQllQwin" year. 

(C) A persQn whQ is actin" as Qr performin" the functiQns Qf a do" 
retailer Qn the effective date Qf this sectiQn shall submit to the director an 
applicatiQn fQr a dQ" retailer license nQt later than three mQnths after the 
effective date Qf this sectiQn. The director shall issue Qr deny the 'Wplication 
for a license within ninety days after the receipt Qf the cQmpleted 
applicatiQn. 

Sec. 956.06. No persQn shall operate an animal rescue fQr do"s without 
first re~sterin" with the directQr Qf a~culture in accQrdance with rules 
adQpted under sectiQn 956.03 Qf the Revised Code. NQ re"istratiQn fee shall 
be char"ed to an animal rescue fQr dQ"s. The directQr shall maintain a 
database Qf all persons that are re"istered to Qperate an animal rescue fQr 
dQ"s in this state. 

Sec. 956.07. (A) A persQn whQ is applyin" fQr a license to operate a 
hiiW vQlume breeder Qr tQ act as Qr perfQnn the functions Qf a do" retailer 
under section 956.04 or 956.05 of the Reyised CQde. as N2plicable. shall 
include with the application fQr a license a nQnrefundable license 'WplicatiQn 
fee. FQr the pllJl)Qse Qf calculatin" the application fee fQr a hiiW vQlume 
breeder. the sale Qf Qne dQ" from a litter cQnstitutes the sale Qf a litter. The 
applicatiQn fees are as fQllQws: 

(I) For a hiiW vQlume breeder: 
(a) One hundred fifty dQllars if the hiW volume breeder annually sells at 

least nine. but nQt more than fifteen litters: 
(b) TwQ hundred fifty dQllars if the hiiW vQlume breeder annually sells 

at least sixteen. but nQt more than twenty-five litters: 
(c) Three hundred fifty dQllars if the hiiW vQlume breeder annually sells 

at least twenty-six. but nQt mQre than thirty-five litters: 
(d) Five hundred dQllars if the hilW vQlume breeder annually sells at 

least thirty-six. but not more than fQrty-five litters: 
(e) Seven hundred fifty dQllars if the hilW vQlume breeder annually sells 

forty-six Qr mQre litters. 
(2) FQr a dQ" retailer. five hundred dollars. 
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(B) MOneY collected by the director from each cuwlication fee submitted 
under this section shall be transmitted by the director to the treasurer of state 
to be credited to the hiiUI volume breeder kennel control license fund created 
in section 956.18 of the Reyised Code. The treasurer of state shall transfer to 
the county auditor of the county in which a hiiUI volume breeder is located 
or will be located fifty dollars of the ap,plication fee submitted by the 
breeder under this section or an amount equal to the fee char~ed in that 
county for the rel:istration of a kennel under section 955.14 of the Reyjsed 
Code. whichever is lUYater. The county auditor shall deposit the transferred 
money into that county's do~ and kennel fund created under section 955.20 
of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 956.08. No person o.peratin~ a hiKb volume breeder or actin~ as or 
performin~ the functions of a do~ retailer shall fail to comply with 
applicable standards established by the director of alUiculture in rules 
ado.pted under section 956.03 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 956.09. The director of alUicu1ture shall enforce the requirements 
and standards established in this chapter and rules adopted under it. 

Sec. 956.10. (.\)(1) At least once annually. the director of awculture or 
the director's authorized representative shall inspect a hiKb volume breeder 
that is subject to licensure under this chapter and rules ado.pted under section 
956.03 of the Revised Code to ensure compliance with this chapter and rules 
adQpted under it includin~ the standards of Care established in rules ado.pted 
wder that section. 

(2) The director or the director's authorized ft!Presentative shall inspect a 
boardin~ kennel when the director or the director's authorized representative 
has received infoonation that the boardin~ kennel is breedin~ do~s and may 
be subject to licensure under this chapter and rules ado.pted under section 
956.03 of the Revised Code. 

W) The director or the director's authorized representative may do any 
of the fol1owin~; 

(1) Upon receivin~ a complaint. inspect a hiiUI volume breeder that is 
subject to licensure under this chapter and rules adopted Wder section 
956.03 of the Revised Code to ensure compliance with this chapter and rules 
adopted under it; 

(2) Upon the request of a member of the public. a public officiaL or an 
animal shelter for do~s. inspect anY facility at which a person is actin~ as or 
perfonnin~ the functions of a do~ retailer to ensure such compliance; 

(3) Upon receivin~ a complaint. inspect an animal rescue for do~s to 
ensure compliance with section 956.06 of the Revised Code and awlicable 
rules adQpted under section 956.03 Qf the Revised Code; 
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(4) Conduct an inspection under this section durine reeular business 
hours wjthout providine notice in advance. 

(C) Inspections shall be conducted in accordance with rules adQpted 
under section 956.03 of the Revised Code. A record of each inspection shall 
be made by the director or the director's authorized re,presentative who is 
responsible for the inspection in accordance with those rules. 

(D) The director or the director's authorized re,presentative. upon prQper 
identification and upon statine the purpose and necessity of an inspection. 
may enter at reasonable times on any public or private property. real or 
personal. to ins,pect or investieate and to examine or CQ,py records in order to 
detennine compliance with this chapter and rules adQpted under it. The 
director. the director's authorized representative. or the attorney eeneral 
ypon the request of the director may apply to the ap,propriate court in the 
county in which inspection will occur for an appropriate court order or 
search warrant as necessary to achieve the ptJll)Oses of this chapter and rules 
adQ,pted under it. 

(E) No owner or o.perator of a hi~ volume breedeL person actine as or 
performine the functions of a doe retailer. owner or o.perator of a boardine 
kennel. or owner or o.perator of an animal rescue for does shall interfere 
with an inspection or refuse to allow the director or the director's authorized 
representative full access to all areas where does are kept or cared for. If 
entry is refused or inspection or investieation is refused. hindered. or 
thwarted by a hieb volume breeder or doe retailer. the director may suspend 
or revoke the breeder's or retailer's license in accordance with this chapter. 

(F)( 1) The director may enter into a contract or aereement wjth a 
veterinarian to conduct inspections under this section. The veterinarian shall 
be COnSidered the director's authorized representative for the puxposes of this 
section. 

(2) A veterinarian with whom the director has entered into a cOntract or 
amement under division (F)( 1) of this section may inspect a hieb volume 
breeder with whom the veterinarian has established a 
veterimuy-client-patient relatiOnShip as described in section 4741.04 of the 
Revised Code only evexy other year. 

(3) If the director determines that a veterinarian with whom the director 
has entered into a contract or amement under division (F)(l) of this section 
has falsified any information submitted to the director pursuant to an 
inspection. the director shall infoon the veterinary medical licensine board 
created by Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code of the falsification. 

(0) If entry that is authorized by division (0) of this section is refused 
or if an inspectiOn or inyestieation is refused. hindered. or thwarted by 
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intimidation or otherwise and if the director. an authorized representative of 
the director. or the attorney ieneral applies for and obtains a court order or a 
search warrant UDder division (D) of this section to conduct the inspection or 
investiiation. the owner or operator of the premises where entIy was refused 
or ins,pection or investiiation was refused. hindered. or thwarted. if found 
!Wilty of violatini this chapter or rules adQpted under it. is liable to the 
director for the reasonable costs incurred by the director for the reiUlar 
salaries and fiinie benefit costs of personnel assilmed to conduct the 
inspection or investiiation from the time the court order or search warrant 
was issued until the court order or search warrant is executed: for the sahlI)'. 
frinie benefits. and travel expenses of the director. an authorized 
representative of the director. or the attorney ieneral incurred in obtainini 
the court order or Search warrant: and for ex.penses necessarily incurred for 
the assistance of local law enforcement officers in executini the court order 
or search warrant. In the application for a court order or a search warrant. 
the director. the director's authorized re.presentative. or the attorney ieneral 
may reQUest and the court. in its order ifiU11ini the court order or search 
warrant. may order the owner or o.perator of the premises. if found iUilty of 
violatini this chapter or rules adopted under it. to reimburse the director for 
any of those costs that the court finds reasonable. From money recovered 
under this division. the director shall reimburse the attorney ieneral for the 
costs incurred by the attorney ieneral in connection with proceedinis for 
obtainini the court order or search warrant. shall reimburse the political 
subdivision in which the premises is located for the assistance of its law 
enforcement officers in executini the court order or search warrant. and 
shall deposit the remainder in the state treaswy to the credit of the milt 
volume breeder kennel control license fund created in section 956.18 of the 
Revised Code. 

(H) A dOi warden appointed under Chapter 955. of the Revised Code or 
an aient of a humane society enterini on public or private property to make 
investiiations and inspections in accordance with Chapter 955. or 1717. of 
the Revised Code. as applicable. shall report any violations of this chapter 
and rules adopted under it to the director or the director's authorized 
representative. 

Sec. 956.11. (A) The director of ai¢culture may enter into contracts or 
aiCeements with an animal rescue for dOiS, an animal shelter for dOiS. a 
boardini kennel. a veterinarian. a board of county commissioners. or a 
humane society for the PUIPoses of this section. 

(B)(1) If the director or the director's authorized representative 
determines that a dOi is heini kept by a hiib volume breeder or dOi retailer 
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in a manner that materially violates this chapter or rules adopted under it. 
the director may impound the doe and order it to be seized by an animal 
rescue for does. an animal shelter for does. a boardine kennel. a 
yeterinarian. a board of county conunissioners. or a humane society with 
which the director has entered into a contract or alUeement under division 
(Al of this section. Upon receiyine the order from the director. the animal 
rescue for does. animal shelter for does. boardine kennel. veterinarian. 
board of county commissioners. or humane society shall seize the doe and 
kee.p. house. and maintain it. 

(2l The director or the director's authorized representative shall eive 
written notice of the impoundment by postine a notice on the door of the 
premises from which the doe was taken or by otherwise postine the notice in 
a conspicuous place at the premises from which the doe was taken. The 
notice shall provide a date for an adjudication hearine. which shall take 
place not later than fiye business days after the doe is taken and at which the 
director shall determine if the doe should be permanently relinQuished to the 
custody of the director. 

(Cl The owner or operator of the applicable hi~ volume breeder or the 
person actine as or performine the functions of a doe retailer may appeal the 
determination made at the adjudication hewe in accordance with section 
119.12 of the Reyised Code. except that the appeal may be made only to the 
enyironmental diyision of the Franklin county municipal court. 

(Pl If. after the final disposition of an adjudication hearine and any 
appeals from that adjudication hearine. it is determined that a doe shall be 
permanently relinQ.Uished to the custody of the director. the doe may be 
adopted directly from the animal rescue for does. animal shelter for does. 
boardine kennel. yeterinarian. county doe POund. or humane society where 
it is beine kept. housed. and maintained. proyided that the doe has been 
spayed or neutered unless there are medical reasons aeainst spayine or 
neuterine as determined by a veterinarian. The animal rescue for does. 
animal shelter for does. boardine kennel. yeterinarian. county doe pound. or 
humane society may charee a reasonable adoption fee. The fee shall be at 
least sufficient to coyer the costs of spayine or neuterine the doe unless it is 
medically contraindicated. impOunded does shall be returned to persons 
acquitted of any alleeed violations. 

Sec. 956.12. If the director of awculture or the director's authorized 
representative determines that a person has violated or is violatine this 
chapter or rules adopted under it. the director may issue and cause to be 
served by certified mail or personal service a citation of yiolation and an 
order req,uirine the person to cease the acts or practices that constitute a 
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violation of this chapter or rules adQpted under it or reQuirine the person to 
take corrective actions to eliminate the conditions that constitute a violation 
of this chapter and rules adopted under it. The order shall state specifically 
the provision or provisions of this chapter or the rule or rules adopted under 
this chapter that have been violated and the facts constitutine the violation. 
the actions that the person must take to correct the deficiencies. and the time 
period within which the person must correct the violations. 

Sec. 956.13. (A) The director of airlculture may assess a civil penalty 
aeainst a person violatine this chapter or rules adQl)ted under it if all of the 
followine occur: 

(1) The person has received an order and been notified of the violation 
by certified mail or personal service as reQUired in section 956.12 of the 
Revised Code. 

(2) After the time period for correctine the violation specified in the 
order has elapsed. the director or the director's authorized representative has 
inspected the premises where the violation has occurred and determined that 
the violation has not been corrected. and the director has issued a notice of 
an adjudication hearin" pursuant to division (A)(3) of this section. 

(3) The director affords the person an opportunity for an a<ijudication 
hewe under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to challenee the director's 
detennination that the person is not in compHance with this chapter or rules 
adqpted under it. the imposition of the civil penalty. or both. A person may 
waive the opportunity for an aQjudication hearin". 

(8) If the qpportunity for an a<liudication hearine is waived or if. after 
an aQjudication hearine. the director determines that a violation of this 
chapter or a rule adopted under it has occurred or is occurrin". the director 
may assess a civil penalty. The civil penalty may be appealed in accordance 
with section 119.12 of the Revised Code. exctalt that the civil penalty may 
be appealed only to the environmental division of the Franklin county 
municipal court. 

(C) Civil penalties shall be assessed in the followine amounts: 
(1) A person who has violated division (A)(l) of section 956.04 or 

division (A)(l) of section 956.05 of the Revised Code shall pay a civil 
penalty in an amount that is established in rules adopted under section 
956.03 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A person who has violated any other provision of this chapter or 
rules adqpted under it shall pay a civil penalty of one hundred dollars. 

Each day that a violation continues constitutes a separate violation. 
Sec. 956.14. The attorney eeneral. upon the reqyest of the director of 

awjculture. may brine an action for injunction aeainst a person who has 
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violated or is violatine this chapter. rules adopted under it. or an order issued 
under section 956.12 of the Revised Code. An action for injunction shall be 
filed in the SU!Propriate court in the county in which the violation is alleeed 
to have occurred. The court shall mnt such iWunctive reliefupon a showine 
that the person aeainst whom the action is brou~ has violated or is 
yjolatine this chapter. rules ado.,pted under it. or an order issued under it. The 
court shall wve precedence to such an action over all other cases. 

Sec. 956.15. (A) The director of a~culture shall deny an illlplication for 
a license that is submitted under section 956.04 or 956.05 of the Revised 
Code for either of the followine reasons; 

(1) The ap,plicant for the license has violated any provision of this 
chapter or a rule a<iQpted under it if the violation materially threatens the 
health or welfare of a doe. 

(2) The ap,plicant. in the past twenty years. has been convicted of or 
pleaded ~ilty to violatine section 959.01. 959.02. 959.03. 959.13. 959.131. 
959.15. or 959.16 of the Reyjsed Code or an eQUivalent municipal 
ordinance. law of another state. or law of the federal eovernment or. in the 
Past twenty years. has been convicted of or pleaded ~lty to violatin" more 
than once section 2919.25 of the Revised Code or an eQuivalent municipal 
ordinance. law of another state. or law of the federal eoveroment. 

(B) The director may sUsPend or revoke a license issued under this 
chapter for violation of any provision of this chapter or a rule adopted or 
order issued under it if the violation materially threatens the health and 
welfare of a doe. 

(C) An illlplication or a license shall not be denied. suspended. or 
revoked under this section without a written order of the director statin" the 
findin"s on which the denial. SUsPension. or revocation is based. A cQPY Qf 
the Qrder shall be sent to the SU!plicant Qr license hQlder by certified mail or 
may be provided to the ap,plicant Qr license hQlder by persQnal service. In 
additiQn. the persQn tQ whom a denial. suspension. or revocation applies 
may reQUest an adjudicatiQn hewe under Chapter 119. Qf the Revised 
Code. The directQr shall comply with such a IeQllest. The deteoninatiQn Qf 
the directQr at an aQjudicatiQn hewe may be appealed in accordance wjth 
section 119.12 Qf the Revised Code. except that the determinatiQn may be 
a,p,pealed only tQ the envinmrnenta) divisiQn Qf the Franklin county 
municipal cQurt. 

Sec. 956.16. The director of aiWculture. the directQr's authQrized 
representative. Qr the attQrney eenera) may reQuire the attendance Qf 
witnesses and the productiQn of books. recQrds. papers. and docs that are 
needed either by the director or the attQrru(y eeneral Qr by any party tQ a 
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hearine before the director and for that PUllJose may issue a subpoena for 
any witness or a subpoena duces tecwn to compel the production of any 
books. records. papers. or does. The sutwoena shall be served by personal 
service or by certified mail. If the subpoena is returned because of inability 
to deliver. or if no return is received within thirty days after the date of 
mailine. the subpoena may be served by ordimu)' mail. If no return of 
ordiruuy mail is received within thirty days after the date of mailine. service 
shall be deemed to have been made. If the subpoena is returned because of 
inability to deliver. the director or the attorney eeneral may desienate a 
person or persons to effect either personal or residence service on the 
witness. The person desi~mted to effect personal or residence service under 
this section may be the sheriff of the county in which the witness resides or 
may be found or any other duly desienated person. The fees and mileaee of 
the person servine the subpoena shall be the same as those allowed by the 
courts of common pleas in criminal cases and shall be paid from the funds 
of the department of aiUiculture. Fees and mileaee for the witness shall be 
the Same as those allowed for witnesses by the courts of common pleas in 
criminal cases and. upon request of the witness followine the hearinK. shall 
be paid from the money in the Web volume breeder kennel control license 
fund created in section 956.18 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 956.17. (A) There is hereby created the commercial doe breedine 
advisoxy board consistine of all of the followine members: 

(1) The state veterinarian in the department ofaiUiculture: 
(2) The followinK six members iWpointed by the Kovemor. with the 

advice and cOnsent of the senate: 
(a) One member representine a hymane society; 
(b) One member who is a county dOK warden; 
(c) One member who is a veterinarian; 
(d) One member representine animal rescues for dOKS in this state; 
(e) One member who is a member of a professional doe breedine 

association in this state; 
(0 One member representine the public. 
Initial ap.pointmtmtS to the board shall be made not later than sixty days 

after the effective date of this section. Of the initial iWpointments. two shall 
be for one-year terms. two shall be for two-year teons. and two shall be for 
three-year terms. Thereafter. terms of office of appointed members shall be 
three years. with each teon endine on the same day of the Same month as 
did the term that it succeeds. Each member shall hold office from the date of 
a.ppointment until the end of the teon for which the member was iij1pointed. 
Members may be reappointed. vacancies shall be filled in the manner 
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provided for the ori~inal awointments. Any member a,gpointed to fill a 
vacancy occurrin~ before the e3Piration date of the leon for which the 
member's predecessor Was awointed shall hold office for the remainder of 
the term. A member shall continue in office subseg,uent to the e3Pjration 
date of the member's teon until the member's successor takes office or until 
a period of sixty days has ela,gsed. whichever ocCurs first. 

au The director of awculture shall select a chai[person from amon~ the 
board's members. A rruijority of the members of the board constitutes a 
quorum. The board shall meet at least four times a year in Columbus or at 
other locations selected by the chai[person. The chair,person shall determine 
the a~enda for each meetin~ of the board. 

Members of the board shall serve without compensation for attendin~ 
board meetin~s. Members of the board shall be reimbursed for their actual 
and necessiUy e3peDSeS incurred in the perfoonance of official duties as 
members of the board. 

(C) The board shall do both of the followin~: 
(1) Reyiew rules that have been or are proposed to be adO-Pted under 

section 956.03 of the Revised Code; 
(2) Adyise the director on the administration of this cha,gter and rules 

adopted under it. 
Sec. 956.18. (A) All money collected by the director of alUiculture from 

license fees under section 956.08 and civil penalties assessed under section 
956.13 of the Revised Code shall be deposited in the state treasWY to the 
credit of the hi~ volume breeder kennel control license fund. which is 
hereby created. The fund shall also consist of money appropriated to it. 

(B) No money may be released from the fund without controllin~ board 
approval. The director shall request the controllin~ board to release money 
in an amount not to exceed two million five hundred thousand dollars per 
biennium. 

(C) The director shall use the money in the fund for the pm:pose of 
administerin~ this chapter and rules adopted under it. 

Sec. 1901.183. In addition to jurisdiction otherwise granted in this 
chapter, the environmental division of a municipal court shall have 
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the following actions or proceedings 
and to perform all of the following functions: 

(A) Notwithstanding any monetary limitations in section 1901.17 of the 
Revised Code, in all actions and proceedings for the sale of real or personal 
property under lien of a judgment of the environmental division of the 
municipal court, or a lien for machinery, material, fuel furnished, or labor 
performed, irrespective of amount, and, in those cases, the environmental 
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division may proceed to foreclose and marshal all liens and all vested or 
contingent rights, to appoint a receiver, and to render personal judgment 
irrespective of amount in favor of any party; 

(8) When in aid of execution of a judgment of the environmental 
division of the municipal court, in all actions for the foreclosure of a 
mortgage on real property given to secure the payment of money, or the 
enforcement of a specific lien for money or other encumbrance or charge on 
real property, when the real property is situated within the territory, and, in 
those cases, the environmental division may proceed to foreclose all liens 
and all vested and contingent rights and proceed to render judgments, and 
make findings and orders, between the parties, in the same manner and to 
the same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas; 

(C) When in aid of execution of a judgment of the environmental 
division of the municipal court, in all actions for the recovery of real 
property situated within the territory to the same extent as courts of common 
pleas have jurisdiction; 

(D) In all actions for injunction to prevent or terminate violations of the 
ordinances and regulations of any municipal corporation within its territory 
enacted or promulgated under the police power of that municipal 
corporation pursuant to Section 3 of Article XVIII, Ohio Constitution, over 
which the court of common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those 
cases, the environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to 
render judgments, and make fmdings and orders, in the same manner and to 
the same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas; 

(E) In all actions for injunction to prevent or terminate violations of the 
resolutions and regulations of any political subdivision within its territory 
enacted or promulgated under the power of that political subdivision 
pursuant to Article X of the Ohio Constitution, over which the court of 
common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those cases, the 
environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to render 
judgments, and make fmdings and orders, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as in similar cases in the court of common pleas; 

(F) In any civil action to enforce any provision of Chapter 3704.,3714., 
3734., 3737., 3767., or 6111. of the Revised Code over which the court of 
common pleas has or may have jurisdiction, and, in those actions, the 
environmental division of the municipal court may proceed to render 
judgments, and make fmdings and orders, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as in similar actions in the court of common pleas; 

(G) In all actions and proceedings in the nature of creditors' bills, and in 
aid of execution to subject the interests of a judgment debtor in real or 
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personal property to the payment of a judgment of the division, and, in those 
actions and proceedings, the environmental division may proceed to marshal 
and foreclose all liens on the property irrespective of the amount of the lien, 
and all vested or contingent rights in the property; 

(H) Concurrent jurisdiction with the court of common pleas of all 
criminal actions or proceedings related to the pollution of the air, ground, or 
water within the territory of the environmental division of the municipal 
court, for which a sentence of death cannot be imposed under Chapter 2903. 
of the Revised Code; 

(I) In any review or appeal of any final order of any administrative 
officer, agency, board, department, tribunal, commission, or other 
instrumentality that relates to a local building, housing, air pollution, 
sanitation, health, flre, zoning, or safety code, ordinance, or regulation, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as in similar appeals in the court of 
common pleas~ 

ill With respect to the environmental division of the Franklin county 
municipal court. to hear iWpeals from adjudication hearin~s conducted under 
Chapter 956. of the Revised Code. 

SECfION 2. That existing sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20, 
955.26, and 1901.183 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed. 

SECfION 3. It is the intent of the General Assembly to appropriate 
money to the High Volume Breeder Kennel Control License Fund created in 
section 956.18 of the Revised Code to enable the Director of Agriculture to 
begin administering Chapter 956. of the Revised Code and rules adopted 
under it. 
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