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AN ACT 


To amend sections 3301.079, 3301.0712, 3313.60, 3313.603, 
3313.61, and 3313.612 and to enact section 3319.23 of 
the Revised Code to include content on specified 
historical documents in the state academic standards and 
in the hiah school American history and government 
curriculum. 

Be it enactedby the General Aaembly ofthe State ofOhio: 

SECnON 1. That sections 3301.079, 3301.0712, 3313.60, 3313.603, 
3313.61, and 3313.612 be amended and section 3319.23 of the Revised 
Code be enacted to read as follows: 

Sec. 3301.079. (AXl) Not later than June 30, 2010, and periodically 
thereafter, the state board of education shall adopt statewide academic 
standards with emphasis on coherence. focus. and rigor for each of grades 
kinderganen through twelve in English language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies. 

!al The standards shall specify the following: 
EeKi} The core academic content and skills that students are expected to 

know and be able to do at each grade level that will allow each student to be 
prepared for postsecondary instruction and the workplace for success in the 
twenty-first century; 

EhKiU The development of skill sets that promote information. media, 
and tedmological literacy; 

(eMiiil Interdisciplinary, project-based. real-world leaming 
opportunities. 

(bl Not legs tbap Jg 1. 2012,, the !WI board abeJJ incqrpgte jptg the 
aja) lh"'im "DMeq!e for ....... fogr to twelye nd@mis mptegt
reapgtipa the mpw tells of the Dcsllf8tim of l""com'mm. the 
Norlhwest Ordjpew;ea the CgmtipMkm of the Unjtcd $#9 pf its 
•mcpdmepffb wjth enmhMi• on the BW of Ript.1. pf the Ohio 
Cgmtiplligp. pf their oripw mptogt The st• board gall mvise the 
moclol quricgla 11¥1 djcycmept eenemmt1 adqJted myky diyjskma CB> 
pf (Cl of tlai• won as DA"'Ul to reflect the Mdjtjppal Amajcgn 
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hiltotJ pt Amcriqtp 1oycttpmmt cgptmt The state board sb•ll mekc; 
ayajlahlo a HSI of mgmtccl &m'Hlmml'Kiatc Hldc;mental qwlipp that 
pip the dooWJCDfa pmeqjbed bx tbW diyjsion in their bWgrjgtl mptpt. 
wha 'cedvn may "¥ u a n;sourcc; to wist 8h"'1mt! in mdm1 the 
drgpmpta wjtbip that gont;xt. 

(2) After completing the standards required by division (A)(l) of this 
section. the state board shall adopt standards and model curricula for 
instruction in technology. financial litcncy and entrepreneurship, fine arts, 
and foreip language for grades kinderprten through twelve. The standards 
shall meet the same requirements prescribed in *lilieBI diyjsjgp (A)(l)(a) 
~of this section. 

(3) The state board shall adopt the most recent standards developed by 
the national association for sport and physical education for physical 
education in grades kinderprten through twelve or shall adopt its own 
standards for physical education in those grades and revise and update them 
periodically. 

The department shall employ a full-time physical education coordinator 
to provide guidance and technical assistance to districts, community schools. 
and STEM schools in implementing the physical education standards 
adopted under this division. The superintendent of public instruction shall 
determine that the person employed as coordinator is qualified for the 
position. as demonstrated by possessing an adequate combination of 
education. license, and experience. 

(4) When academic standards have been completed for any subject area 
required by this section. the state board shall inform all school districts, all 
community schools established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code. 
all STEM schools established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code, and 
all nonpublic schools required to administer the assessments prescribed by 
sections 3301.0710 and 3301.0712 of the Revised Code of the content of 
those standards. 

(B) Not later than March 31, 2011, the state board shall adopt a model 
curriculum for insuuction in each subject area for which updated academic 
standards are required by division (A)(l) of this section and for each of 
grades kinderprten through twelve that is sufficient to meet the needs of 
students in every community. The model curriculum shall be aligned with 
the standards, to ensure that the academic content and skills specified for 
each grade level are taught to students, and shall demonstrate vertical 
articulation and emphasize coherence, focus. and rigor. When any model 
curriculum has been completed. the state board shall inform all school 
districts, community schools, and STEM schools of the content of that 



Am. Sub. S. B. No. 165 129thG.A 
3 

model amiculum. 
All school districts, community schools, and STEM schools may utilize 

the state standards and the model amiculum established by the state board. 
together with other relevant resources. examples. or models to ensure that 
students have the opportunity to attain the academic standards. Upon 
request, the department of education shall provide technical assistance to 
any district. community school, or STEM school in implementing the model 
curriculum. 

Nothing in this section requires any school district to utilize all or any 
part ofa model amiculum developed under this division. 

(C) The state board shall develop achievement assessments aligned with 
the academic standards and model amiculum for each of the subject areas 
and grade levels required by divisions (AXl) and (BXl) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code. 

When any achievement assessment has been completed. the state board 
shall inform all school distriets. community schools, STEM schools, and 
nonpublic schools required to administer the assessment of its completion, 
and the department of education shall make the aehievement assessment 
available to the districts and schools. 

(DXl) The state board shall adopt a diagnostie assessment aligned with 
the academic standards and model amiculum for each of grades 
kindergarten through two in English language arts and mathematics and for 
grade three in English lanpage arts. The diagnostic assessment shall be 
designed to measure student comprehension of academic content and 
mastery of related skills for the relevant subject area and grade level. Any 
diagnostie assessment shall not include components to identify gifted 
students. Blank copies ofdiagnostic assessments shall be public records. 

(2) When each diagnostie asses11DeDt has been completed. the state 
board shall inform all school districts of its completion and the department 
of education shall make the diagnostic assessment available to the districts 
at DO cost to the district. School districts shall administer the diagnostic 
assessment pursuant to section 3301.0715 of the Revised Code beginning 
the first school year following the development of the assessment. 

(E) The state board shall not adopt a diapostie or aehievement 
assessment for any grade level or subject area other than those specified in 
this section. 

(F) Whenever the state board or the department of education consults 
with persons for the purpose of drafting or reviewing any standards, 
diapostie assessments, aehievement assessments, or model amiculum 
required under this section, the state board or the department shall first 
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consult with parents of students in kindergarten t:hrougb twelfth grade and 
with active Ohio classroom teachers, other school personnel, and 
administrators with expertise in the appropriate subject area. Whenever 
practicable. the state board and department shall consult with teachers 
recognir.ed u outstanding in their fields. 

If the department contracts with more than. one outside entity for the 
development of the achievement usessments required by this section, the 
department shall ensure the interchangeability of those assessments. 

(G) The fairness sensitivity review committee, established by rule of the 
state board of education. shall not allow any question on any achievement or 
diagnostic assessment developed under this section or any proficiency test 
prescribed by former section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code, u it existed 
prior to September 11, 2001, to include, be written to promote, or inquire u 
to individual moral or social values or beliefs. The decision of the 
committee shall be final. This section does not create a private cause of 
action. 

(H) Not later than. forty-five days prior to the initial deadline established 
under division (A)(l) of this section and the deadline established under 
division (8) of this section. the superintendent of public instruction shall 
present the academic standards or model curricula. u applicable, to the 
respective committees of the house of representatives and senate that 
consider education legislation. 

(I) As used in this section: 
(1) "Coherence" means a reflection of the structure of the discipline 

being taught 
(2) "Focus" means limiting the number of items included in a 

curriculum to allow for deeper exploration of the subject matter. 
(3) "Rigor" means more challenging and demanding when compared to 

international standards. 
(4) "Vertical articulation" means key academic concepts and skills 

usociated with mastery in particular content areas should be articulated and 
reinforced in a developmentally appropriate manner at each grade level so 
that over time students acquire a depth of knowledge and understanding in 
the core academic disciplines. 

Sec. 3301.0712. (A) The state board of education. the superintendent of 
public instruction. and the chancellor of the Ohio board of regents shall 
develop a system of college and work ready useuments u described in 
divisions (8)(1) and (2) of this section to usess whether each student upon 
graduating from bigb school is ready to enter college or the workforce. The 
system shall replace the Ohio graduation tests prescribed in division (8)(1) 

http:recognir.ed
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of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code as a measure of student academic 
performance and a prerequisite for eligibility for a high school diploma in 
the manner prescribed by rule of the state board adopted under division (D) 
of this section. 

(8) The college and work ready l8le8SDleDt system shall consist of the 
following: 

(1) A nationally standardized assessment that measures college and 
career readiness selected jointly by the state superintendent and the 
chancellor. 

(2) A series of end-of-course examinations in the areas of science, 
mathematics, English language arts, American hjatqy. and -W 8tlllli8I 
Amcrjrp &OYcmmmt selected jointly by the state superintendent and the 
chancellor in consultation with faculty in the appropriate subject areas at 
institutions of higher education of the university system of Ohio. For each 
subject area. the state superintendent and chancellor shall select multiple 
assessments that school districts. public schools, and chartered nonpublic 
schools may use as end-of-course t!Xaminations. a- Subject to diyisjgn 
<BX3)(b) of rhi• ¥£tiop. those assessments shall include nationally 
recognized subject area assessments, such as advanced placement 
examinations, SAT subject tests, intemational baccalaureate examinations, 
and other assessments ofcollege and work readiness. 

C3XI) Not letcr thlD JulJ l. 2013. each ghml djltrict board of 
M1ptjm ahpl) ...Wtaim cmd..qf-cogge e1pminpOOp1 tbag qgpl,y wjth 
the mJJ1immmb of dimm CBX3XbXi> apd 00 of ihi• won to weu 
mntm of ADl'riran hiatoa apd A'P'riran 1oyemmmt stawlpg pdqgtt4 
npdc;r djyiligg {AlllXb) of MGGtjgp 33Q1.079 of the Beyjsed Cgde apd the 
tgpics tlMjUhpl npdc;r diyj® <Ml of "'£liop 3313.6()3 of the Beyjsed Cgde. 
fiasb w1h adml of the Wstrict nu - the jptpjm e1wjpatjgpa 110u1 the
''* ft!lllWiptcpdmt apd c1111nmllor glect cmd..qf-cogge egaminpOOpa in 
Amcrjrp bjttot,y apd ADl'riran perpmogt gpdc;r diyjsjop (BX2) of rhi• 
sgrtiop, 

Cb) Not 'etcr tMp JulJ 1. 2014. the atetc mprigtmk;pt ppd the 
rhsmp;Um ftbell SCM the oml-of-cogge egeminatiqpa in Amcrjqpp bjttot,y 
apd Amajqm 1oycmmmt, 

fil The oml=of-cpurac e1nmipatipp• in ADRien> history •pd Amsir• 
aoyerpmogt ftb1IJ mpjg 4omgpatratipp of PWfm of the Amcrjqpp hjetgry 
ppd ADl'riran mvemmmt qagtegt for IQCial lh.tim •na+ Mon''"*' diyiljgn (A)Cl)(b) of sgrtiM 3301.079 of the Reyjgd Cgde apd the 
tQDR QMillhpl •mder diyjajgn CMl of¥£tiop 3313.fiOl of the Beyjsed Cgde. 

00 At least twc;ntY per q;nt of the cpd-of-cogge qpmipptjop in 
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AmcrjAD mvcmmcgt shall wldrm the tgpiq QA American hjstm;y god 
Ampjqn 1ovemmcpt dpsribed in cliyWon lMl of section 3313.6()3 of the 
BmsedCgde. 

(C) Not later than thirty days after the state board adopts the model 
curricula required by division (B) of section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, 
the state board shall convene a group of national experts, state experts, and 
local practitioners to provide advice, guidance, and recommendations for the 
alignment of standards and model curricula to the assessments and in the 
design of the end--0f-cou.rse examinations prescribed by this section. 

(D) Upon completion of the development of the assessment system. the 
state board shall adopt mies prescribing all of the following: 

(1) A timeline and plan for implementation of the assessnmt system. 
including a phased implementation if the state board determines such a 
phase.in is wammt.ed; 

(2) 1be date after which a person entering ninth grade shall meet the 
requirements of the. entire assessment system as a prerequisite for a high 
school diploma under section 3313.61, 3313.612, or 3325.08 of the Revised 
Code; 

(3) 1be date after which a person shall meet the requirements of the 
entire assessnmi system as a prerequisite for a diploma of adult education 
under section 3313.611 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Whether and the extent to which a person may be excused from • 
98eial B4ie8 an Amcriqn hj"OQ' end--0f-cou.rse examination apd an 
Amcrjgm IOYemmmt en4-of-couge qamjnatjoo under division (H) of 
section 3313.61 and division (8)(2) of section 3313.612 of the Revised 
Code; 

(S) 1be date after which a person who has fulfilled the curriculum 
requirement for a diploma but has not passed one or more of the required 
assessnmis at the time the person fulfilled the curriculum requirement shall 
meet the requirements of the entire assessment system as a prerequisite for a 
high school diploma under division (B) of section 3313.614 of the Revised 
Code; 

(6) 1be extent to which the assessnmi system applies to students 
enrolled in a dropout recovery and prevention program for purposes of 
division (P) ofsection 3313.603 and section 3314.36 of the Revised Code. 

No rule adopted under this division shall be effective earlier than one 
year after the date the rule is filed in final form pursuant to Chapter 119. of 
the Revised Code. 

(E) Not later than forty-five days prior to the state board's adoption of a 
resolution directing the department of education to me the mies prescribed 

http:wammt.ed
http:phase.in
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by division (D) of this section in final form under section 119.04 of the 
Revised Code. the superintendent of public instruction shall present the 
assessment system developed under this section to the respective 
committees of the house of representatives and senate that consider 
education legislation. 

Sec. 3313.60. Notwithstanding division (D) of section 3311.52 of the 
Revised Code, divisions (A) to (B) of this section do not apply to any 
cooperative education school district established pursuant to divisions (A) to 
(C) ofsection 3311.52 of the Revised Code. 

(A) The board of education of each city and exempted village school 
district, the governing board of each educational service center, and the 
board of each cooperative education school district established pursuant to 
section 3311.521 of the Revised Code shall prescribe a curriculum for all 
schools under their control. Except as provided in division (B) of this 
section. in any such curriculum there shall be included the study of the 
following subjects: 

(1) The language arts, including reading, writing, spelling. oral and 
written English, and literature; 

(2) Geography, the history of the United States and of Ohio, and 
national. state, and local government in the United States, including a 
balanced presentation of the relevant contributions to society of men and 
women of African, Mexican, Puerto Rican, and American Indian descent as 
well as other ethnic and racial groups in Ohio and the United States; 

(3) Mathematics; 
(4) Natural science, including instruction in the conservation of natural 

resources; 
(5) Health education. which shall include instruction in: 
(a) The nutritive value of foods, including natural and organically 

produced foods, the relation of nutrition to health, and the use and effects of 
food additives; 

(b) The harmful effects of and legal restrictions against the use of drugs 
of abuse, alcoholic beverages. and tobacco; 

(c) Venereal disease education. except that upon written request of the 
student's parent or guardian, a student shall be excused from taking 
instruction in venereal disease education; 

(d) In grades kindergarten through six, instruction in personal safety and 
assault prevention. except that upon written request of the student's parent or 
guardian, a student shall be excused from taking instruction in personal 
safety and assault prevention; 

(e) In grades seven through twelve, age-appropriate instruction in dating 
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violence prevention education. which shall include instruction in 
recognizing dating violence warning signs and c:haraeteristic of healthy 
relationships. 

In order to assist school districts in developing a dating violence 
prevention education eurriculmn, the department of education shall provide 
on its web site links to free curricula addressing dating violence prevention. 

If the parent or legal guardian of a student less than eighteen years of 
age submits to the principal of the student's school a written request to 
examine the dating violence prevention instruction materials used at that 
school. the principal. within a reasonable period of time after the request is 
made, shall allow the parent or guardian to esamine those materials at that 
school. 

(6) Physical education; 
(7) The fine arts, including music; 
(8) Fmt aid, including a training program in cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation, safety, and fire prevention, except that upon written request of 
the student's parent or guardian, a student shall be excused from taking 
insttuction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

(B) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, every school or 
school district shall include in the requirements for promotion from the 
eighth grade to the ninth grade one year's COUl'1e of study of American 
history. A board may waive this requirement for academically accelerated 
students who, in accordaoce with procedures adopted by the board, are able 
to demonstrate mastery of essential concepts and skills of the eighth grade 
American history COUl'1e of study. 

(C) Bite• As 1p;clflM in diJisiom (D)(6l and CCX6l of sectkm 
3313.603 of the gcriaed CodG. cam.gt as provided in division (E) of this 
section, every high school shall include in the requirements for graduation 
from any eurriculum w QDG-Jvalf unit .adl of American history and 
government; illelllllillg a llUlly ef the 8IHIMittltiw ef the Uaited Stites alMI 
efQhie. 

(D) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, basic instruction 
or dcmpgag1gd me•m in geography, United States history, the 
government of the United States, the government of the state of Ohio. local 
government in Ohio, the Declaration of Independence. the United States 
Constitution, and the Constitution of the state of Ohio shall be required 
before pupils may participate in COUl'1eS involving the study of social 
problems, economics, foreip affairs. United Nations, world government, 
socialism and communism. 

(E) For each cooperative education school district established pursuant 
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to section 3311.521 of the Revised Code and each city, exempted village, 
and local school district chat has territory within such a cooperative distdct, 
the curriculum adopted pursuant to divisions (A) to (D) of this section shall 
only include the study of the subjeets chat apply to the grades operated by 
each such school distdct. The curriculums for such schools* when combinedt 
shall provide to each student of these districts all of the subjeets required 
under divisions (A) to (D) of this section. 

(P) The board of education of any cooperative education school district 
established pursuant to divisions (A) to (C) of section 3311.52 of the 
Revised Code shall prescribe a curriculum for the subject areas and grade 
levels offered in any school under its control. 

(G) Upon the request of any parent or legal guardian of a ~ the 
board of education of any school district shall permit the parent or guardian 
to promptly examine, with respect to the parent's or guardian's own child: 

(1) Any survey or questionnaire, prior to its administration to the child; 
(2) Any textbook. workbook. software, video. or other iDstroctional 

materials beiD& used by the district in connection with the instruc:tion of the 
child; 

(3) Any completed and graded test taken or survey or questionnaire 
filled out by the child; 

(4) Copies of the statewide academic standards and each model 
curriculum developed pursuant to section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, 
which copies shall be available at all times during school hours in each 
district school building. 

Sec. 3313.603. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "One unit" means a minimum ofone hundred twenty hours of~ 

instmction, except chat for a laboratory course, "one unit" means a minimum 
ofone hundred fifty hours ofcourse iDstmction. 

(2) "()ne..half unit" means a minimum of sixty hours of course 
instmction, except chat for physical education courses, "one-half unit" 
means a minimum ofone hundred twenty hours ofcourse instruction. 

(B) Begimrina September 15, 2001, except as required in division (C) of 
this section and division (C) of section 3313.614 of the Revised Code, the 
requirements for lflduation from every high school shall include twenty 
units eamed in grades Dine through twelve and shall be distributed as 
follows: 

(1) Bnalisb languaae arts, four units; 
(2) Health. one-half unit; 
(3) Mathematics, three units; 
(4) Physical education. one-half unit; 
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(5) Science, two units mllil September 15, 2003, and three units 
thereafter. which at all times shall include both of the following: 

(a) Biological sciences, one unit; 
(b) Physical sciences, one mm. 
(6) &11illl Mlii11; tlHee .-Hiatg:y awl IPYmJQMll& QM llliL which 

shall comply with dOO•ion CM) of tbip Kl1ion apd 1hall include both of the 
following: 

(a) American history, one-half unit; 
(b) American government, one-half mm. 
(7) Social !l!Mlk& two unjta. 
!Bl Elective units. seven units mllil September 15, 2003, and six units 

thereafter. 
Each student's electives shall include at least one unit. or two half units, 

chosen from among the areas of businessltecbnology. fine arts, and/or 
foreign language. 

(C) Begimrina with students who enter ninth grade for the first time on 
or after July 1, 2010, except as provided in divisions (D) to (F) of this 
section, the requirements for graduation from every public and chartered 
nonpublic high school shall include twenty units that are designed to prepare 
students for the workforce and college. The units shall be distributed as 
follows: 

(1) Rnglisb language arts, four units; 
(2) Health, one-half unit, which shall include instruction in nutrition and 

the benefits ofnutritious foods and physical activity for overall health; 
(3) Mathematics, four units, which shall include one unit of algebra nor 

the equivalent ofalgebra Il; 
(4) Physical education, one-half unit; 
(S) Science, three units with inquiry-based laboratory experience that 

engages students in asking valid scientific questions and gathering and 
analyzing information, which shall include the following. or their 
equivalent: 

(a) Physical sciences, one unit; 
(b) Life sciences. one unit; 
(c) Advanced study in one or more of the following sciences, one unit: 
(i) Chemistry, physics, or other physical science; 
(ii) Advanced biology or other life science; 

(ill) Astronomy. physical geology, or other earth or space science. 

(6) leeial •••• ..._ .-Hjstor,y awl aovemmm' QM 11n& which 

shall rompb' with division CM) of tbip Kl1im pd sb@IJ include both of the 
following: 
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(a) American history, one-half unit; 
(b) American government, one-half unit. 

a> Social aggli& two unita. 

Each school shall integrate the study of economics and financial 


literacy, as expressed in the social studies academic content standards 
adopted by the state board of education under division (A)(l) of section 
3301.079 of the Revised Code and the Kademic content standards for 
financial literacy and enttepreneunbip adopted under division (A)(2) of that 
section, into one or more existing social studies credits required under 
division (C~ of this section, or into the content of another class, so that 
every high school student receives instruction in those concepts. In 
developing the curriculum required by this paragraph. schools shall use 
available public-private partnenhips and resources and materials that exist 
in business, industry, and through the centers for economics education at 
institutions ofhigher education in the state. 
~ Five units consisting of one or any combination of foreign 

language, fine arts, business, career-technical education, family and 
consumer sciences. technology. agricultural education, a junior reserve 
officer tmining corps (JROTC) program approved by the congress of the 
United States under title 10 of the United States Code, or English language 
arts, mathematics. science. or social studies courses not otherwise required 
under division (C) of this section. 

Ohioans must be prepared to apply increased knowledge and skills in 
the workplace and to adapt their knowledge and skills quickly to meet the 
rapidly changing conditions of the twenty-first century. National studies 
indicate that all high school graduates need the same academic foundation, 
regardless of the opportunities they pursue after graduation. The goal of 
Ohio's system of elementary and secondary education is to prepare all 
students for and seamlessly connect all students to success in life beyond 
high school graduation, regardless of whether the next step is entering the 
workforce. beginning an apprenticeship, engaging in post-secondary 
training. serving in the military, or pursuing a college degree. 

The Ohio core curriculum is the standard expectation for all students 
entering ninth grade for the first time at a public or chartered nonpublic high 
school on or after July 1, 2010. A student may satisfy this expectation 
through a variety of methods, including, but not limited to, integrated. 
applied, career-technical. and traditional coursework. 

Whereas teacher quality is essential for student success in completing 
the Ohio core curriculum. the general assembly shall appropriate funds for 
strategic initiatives designed to strengthen schools' capacities to hire and 
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retain highly qualified teachers in the subject areas required by the 
curriculum. Such initiatives are expected to require an investment of 
$120,000,000 over five years. 

Stronaer coordination between high schools and institutions of higher 
education is necessary to prepare students for more challenging academic 
endeavon and to lessen the need for academic remediation in college. 
thereby reducinl the costs of higher education for Ohio's students. families, 
and the state. The state board and the chancellor of the Ohio board of 
regents shall develop policies to ensure that only in rare instances will 
students who complete the Ohio core curriculum require academic 
remediation after high school 

School districts, community schools, and chartered nonpublic· schools 
shall integrate technology into learning experiences across the curriculum in 
order to maximize efficieacy, enhance Jeaming, and prepare students for 
success in the technology-driven twenty-first century. Districts and schools 
shall use distance and web-based course delivery as a method of providing 
or augmenting all instruction required under this division. including 
laboratory experience in science. Districts and schools shall utilize 
technology access and eleccronic learning opportunities provided by the 
eTedl Ohio commission. the Ohio learning network, education trcbnology 
centers, public television stations, and other public and private providers. 

(D) Except as provided in division (E) of this section. a student who 
enters ninth grade on or after July 1, 2010, and before July 1, 2014, may 
qualify for graduation from a public or chartered nonpublic high school even 
though the student has not completed the Ohio core curriculum prescribed in 
division (C) of this section ifall of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(1) After the student has attended high school for two years, as 
determined by the school, the student and the student's parent. guardian. or 
custodian sign and file with the school a written statement assertin& the 
parent's, guardian's, or custodian's consent to the student's graduating 
without completing the Ohio core curriculum and acknowledging that one 
consequence of not completing the Ohio core curriculum is ineligibility to 
enroll in most state universities in Ohio without further coursework. 

(2) The student and parent. guardian. or custodian fulfill any procedural 
requirements the school stipulates to ensure the student's and parent's, 
guardian's. or custodian's informed consent and to facilitate orderly filing of 
statements under division (DXl) of this section. 

(3) The student and the student's parent. guardian. or custodian and a 
representative of the student's high school jointly develop an individual 
career plan for the student that specifies the student matriculating to a 
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two-year degree program. acquiring a business and industry credential, or 
entering an apprenticeship. 

{4) The students high school provides coumeling and support for the 
student related to the plan developed under division {D){3) of this section 
during the remainder of the student's high school experience. 

{5) The student successfully completes, at a minimmn, the curriculum 
prescribed in division {B) of this section. 

The department of education, in collaboration with the chancellor, shall 
analyze student performance data to determine if there are mitigating factors 
that wmant extending the exception permitted by division {D) of this 
section to high school classes beyond those entering ninth grade before July 
1, 2014. The department shall submit its findings and any recommendations 
not later than Aupst 1, 2014, to the speaker and minority leader of the 
house of representatives, the president and minority leader of the senate, the 
cbairpersons and ranking minority members of the standing committees of 
the house of representatives and the senate that consider education 
legislation, the state board of education, and the superintendent of public 

{E) Each school district and chartered nonpublic school retains the 
authority to require an even more rigorous minimum curriculum for high 
school graduation than specified in division {B) or {C) of this section. A 
school district board of education. through the adoption of a resolution. or 
the governing authority of a chartered nonpublic school may stipulate any of 
the following: 

{1) A minitnmn high school curriculum that requires more than twenty 
units of academic credit to graduate; 

{2) An exception to the district's or school's minimum high school 
curriculum that is comparable to the exception provided in division {D) of 
this section but with additional requirements, which may include a 
requirement that the student successfully complete more than the minimum 
curriculum piescribed in division {B) of this section; 

{3) 1bat no exception comparable to that provided in division {D) of this 
section is available. 

{F) A student enrolled in a dropout prevention and recovery program. 
which program bas received a waiver from the department. may qualify for 
lflduatkm from high school by successfully completing a 
competency-based instmctional program administered by the dropout 
prevention and recovery program in lieu of completing the Ohio core 
curriculum piescribed in division {C) of this section. The department shall 
grant a waiver to a dropout prevention and recovery program. within sixty 
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days after the program applies for the waiver, if the program meets all of the 
followma conditions: 

(1) The program serves only students not younger than sixteen years of 
ap and not older than twenty-one years of age. 

(2) The program enrolls students who, at the time of their initial 
enrollment, either, or both. are at least one grade level behind their cohort 
age groups or experience crises that significantly intafere with their 
academic propess such that they are prevented from contin11ing their 
traditional programs. 

(3) The program requires students to attain at least the applicable score 
designated for each of the assessments prescn'bed under division {BXl) of 
section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code or, to the extent prescribed by rule 
of the state board under division {DX6) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised 
Code, division {BX2) of that section. 

(4) The program develops an individual career plan for the student that 
speclfaes the student's matriculating to a two-year degree program. acquiring 
a business and industry credential. or entering an apprenticeship. 

(S) The program provides counseling and support for the student related 
to the plan developed under division (F){4) of this section during the 
remainder of the student's high school experience. 

(6) The program requires the student and the student's parent. guardian. 
or custodian to sip and file, in accordance with procedural requirements 
stipulated by the program. a written statement asserting the parent's, 
guardian's, or custodian's consent to the student's graduating without 
completing the Ohio core cuniculum and adm.owledpg that one 
consequence of not completing the Ohio core cuniculum is ineligibility to 
enroll in most state universities in Ohio without further coursework. 

(7) Prior to receiving the waiver, the program bas submitted to the 
department: an instructional plan that demonstrates how the academic 
content standards adopted by the state board under section 3301.079 of the 
Revised Code will be taught and assessed. 

If the department: does not act either to grant the waiver or to reject the 
program application for the waiver within sixty days as required under this 
section. the waiver shall be considered to be granted. 

(G) Every high school may permit students below the ninth grade to 
take advanced work. If a high school so permits. it shall award high school 
credit for successful completion of the advanced work and shall count such 
advanced work toward the graduation requirements of division {B) or (C) of 
this section if the advanced work was both: 

(1) Taught by a person who possesses a license or certificate issued 
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under sedion 3301.071, 3319.22, or 3319.222 of the Revised Code that is 
valid for teacbiug high school; 

(2) Desipated by the board of education of the city, local. or exempted 
viJlaae school disttict, the board of the cooperative education school district. 
or the governing authority of the chartered nonpublic school as meeting the 
high school cuniculum requiremeuta. 

Each high school shall record on the student•s high school transcript all 
high school credit awarded under division (G) of this sedion. In addition, if 
the student completed a seventh- or eighth-grade fine arts course describecl 
in division (IC) of this sedion and the course qualifiecl for high school credit 
under that division, the high school shall record that course on the student's 
high school tramJcript. 

(H) The department shall make its individual academic career plan 
available through its Ohio career information system web site for districts 
and schools to use as a tool for COIDIDUDicating with and providing guidance 
to students and families in selecting high school courses. 

(I) Units earned in English language arts, mathematics, scie11Cey and 
social studies that are delivered through integrated academic and 
career-teclmical instruction are eligible to meet the graduation requirements 
of division (B) or (C) of this section. 

(J) The state board. in consultation with the chancellor, shall adopt a 
statewide plan implemendng methods for students to eam units of high 
school credit based on a demonstration of subject area competency. instead 
of or in combination with completing hours of classroom instruction. The 
state board shall adopt the plan not later than March 31, 2009, and 
commence phasing in the plan during the 2009-2010 school year. The plan 
shall include a standard method for recording demonslrated proficiency on 
high school tnmscripts. Each school district and community school shall 
comply with the state board's plan adopted under this division and award 
units of high school credit in accordance with the plan. The state board may 
adopt existing methods for earning high school credit based on a 
demonstration of subject area competeDcy as necessary prior to the 
2009-2010 school year. 

(IC) This division does not apply to students who qualify for graduation 
from high school under division (D) or (F) of this section. or to students 
pursuing a career-trinical instructional track as determined by the school 
district board of education or the chartered nonpublic school's governing 
authority. Nevertheless, the general assembly encourages such sbldents to 
consider enrolling in a fine arts course as an elective. 

Beginning with sbxlents who enter ninth grade for the first time on or 
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after July 1. 2010, each student enrolled in a public or chartered nonpublic 
high school shall complete two semesters or the equivalent of fine arts to 
graduate from high school. The coursework may be completed in any of 
grades seven to twelve. Each student who completes a fine arts course in 
grade seven or eight may elect to count that course toward the five units of 
electives required for graduation under division (C~ of this section. if 
the course satisfied the requirements of division (G) of this section. In that 
case. the high school shall award the student high school credit for the 
course and count the course toward the five units required under division 
(C~ of this section. If the course in grade seven or eight did not satisfy 
the requirements of division (G) of this section. the high school shall not 
award the student high school credit for the course but shall count the course 
toward the two semesters or the equivalent of fine arts required by this 
division. 

(L) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this section. the board 
of education of each school district and the governing authority of each 
chartered nonpublic school may adopt a policy to excuse from the high 
school physical education requirement each student who, during high 
school. has participated in interscholastic athletics, marching band, or 
cheerleading for at least two full seasons or in the junior reserve officer 
training corps for at least two full school years. If the board or authority 
adopts such a policy. the board or authority shall not require the student to 
complete any physical education course as a condition to graduate. 
However, the student shall be required to complete one-half unit. consisting 
of at least sixty hours of instruction. in another course of study. In the case 
of a student who has participated in the junior reserve officer training corps 
for at least two full school years, credit received for that participation may 
be used to satisfy the requirement to complete one-half unit in another 
course of study. 
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Sec. 3313.61. (A) A diploma shall be granted by the board of education 
of any city, exempted village, or local school district that operates a high 
school to any person to Whom all of the following apply: 

(1) The person has succesafuJly completed the eurriculum in any high 
school or the individualized education program developed for the person by 
any high school pursuant to sectioa 3323.08 of the Revised Code, or has 
qualified under diviaion (D) or (F) of seetion 3313.603 of the Revised Code, 
provided that no school district shall require a student to remain in school 
for any specific number of semesters or other terms if the student completes 
the required eurriculum early; 

(2) Subject to section 3313.614 of the Revised Code, the person has met 
the assessment requirements of division (A)(2)(a) or (b) of this section, as 
applicable. 

(a) If the person entered the ninth grade prior to the date prescnbed by 
rule of the state board of education under diviaion (D)(2) of seetion 
3301.0712 of the Revised Code, the person either: 

(i) Has attained at least the applicable scores designated under diviaion 
(B)(l) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code on all the assessments 
required by that diviaion unless the person was excused from taking any 
such assessment pursuant to seetion 3313.532 of the Revised Code or unless 
diviaion (H) or (L) ofthis section applies to the person; 

(ii) Has satisfied the altemative conditions prescribed in seetion 
3313.615 of the Revised Code. 

(b) If the person entered the ninth grade on or after the date prescribed 
by rule of the state board under diviaion (D)(2) of seetion 3301.0712 of the 
Revised Code, the person bas met the requirements of the entim assessment 
system prescribed under diviaion (B)(2) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised 
Code, except to the extent that the person is excused from some portion of 
that assessment system pursuant to section 3313.532 of the Revised Code or 
diviaion (H) or (L) of this section. 

(3) The person is not eligible to receive an honors diploma granted 
pursuant to division (B) of this section. 

Except as provided in divisions (C), (B), (J), and (L) of this section, no 
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diploma shall be granted under this division to anyone except as provided 
under this division. 

(B) In lieu of a diploma granted under division (A) of this section, an 
honors diploma shall be granted. in aceordance with rules of the state board. 
by any such district board to anyone who accomplishes all of the following: 

(1) Successfully completes the curriculum in any high school or the 
individualin:d education program developed for the person by any high 
school pursuant to section 3323.08 ofthe Revised Code; 

(2) Subject to section 3313.614 of the Revised Code, has met the 
assessment requirements of division (B)(2)(a) or (b) of this section, as 
applicable. 

(a) If the person entered the ninth grade prior to the date prescribed by 
rule of the state board of education under division (D)(2) of section 
3301.0712 of the Revised Code, the person either: 

(i) Hu attained at least the applicable scores designated under division 
(B)(l) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code on all the assessments 
required by that division; 

(ii) Has satisfied the alternative conditions prescribed in section 
3313.615 of the Revised Code. 

(b) If the person entered the ninth grade on or after the date prescribed 
by rule of the state board under division (D)(2) of section 3301.0712 of the 
Revised Code. the person has met the requirements of the entire assessment 
system prescribed under division (8)(2) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised 
Code. 

(3) Has met additional criteria established by the state board for the 
granting of such a diploma. 

An honors diploma shall not be granted to a student who is subject to 
the Ohio core eurriculum prescn'bed in division (C) of section 3313.603 of 
the Revised Code but elects the option of division (D) or (F) of that section. 
Except as provided in divisions (C), (B), and (J) of this section, no honors 
diploma shall be granted to anyone failing to comply with this division and 
no more than one honors diploma shall be granted to any student under this 
division. 

The state board shall adopt rules prescnbing the granting of honors 
diplomas under this division. These rules may prescribe the granting of 
honors diplomas that recognize a student's achievement as a whole or that 
recognize a student's achievement in one or more specific subjects or both. 
The rules may prescn"be the granting of an honors diploma recognizing 
technical expertise for a career-technical student. In any case, the rules shall 
designate two or more criteria for the granting of each type of honors 
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diploma the board establishes under this division and the number of such 
criteria that must be mot for the granting of that type of diploma. The 
number of such criteria for any type of honors diploma shall be at least one 
less than the total number of criteria designated for that type and no one or 
more particular criteria shall be iequired of all persons who are to be granted 
that type ofdiploma. 

(C) Any district board administering any of the assessments iequired by 
section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code to any person requesting to take 
such usessmmt pursuant to division (B)(8)(b) of section 3301.0711 of the 
Revised Code shall award a diploma to such person if the person attains at 
least the applicable scores designated under division (B)(l) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code on all the usessments administered and if 
the person has previously attained the applicable scores on all the other 
usessments iequired by division (B)(l) of that section or has been exempted 
or excused from attainq the applicable score on any such assessment 
pursuant to division (H) or (L) of this section or from taking any such 
assessment pursuant to section 3313.532 of the Revised Code. 

(D) Each diploma awarded under this section shall be signed by the 
president and treasurer of the issuing board. the superintmdent of schools, 
and the principal of the high school. Each diploma shall bear the date of its 
issue, be in such form as the district board prescribes, and be paid for out of 
the district•s general fund. 

(B) A person who is a resident of Ohio and is eligible under state board 
of education minimum standards to receive a high school diploma based in 
whole or in part on credits earned while an inmate of a correctional 
institution operated by the state or any political subdivision thereof, shall be 
granted such diploma by the correctional institution operating the programs 
in which such credits were earned, and by the board of education of the 
school district in which the imnate resided immediately prior to the inmate•s 
placement in the institution. The diploma granted by the correctional 
institution shall be signed by the director of the institution. and by the 
person serving as principal of the institution's high school and shall bear the 
date of issue. 

(F) Persons who are not residents of Ohio but who are inmates of 
correctional institutions operated by the state or any political subdivision 
thereof, and who are eligible under state board of education minhn11m 
standards to receive a high school diploma based in whole or in part on 
credits earned while an inmate of the correctional institution, shall be 
granted a diploma by the correctional institution offering the program in 
which the credits were earned. The diploma granted by the correctional 
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institution shall be sip.ed by the dimctor of the institution and by the person 
servma as principll of the institution's high school and shall bear the date of 
issue. 

{G) The state board of education shall provide by rule for the 
administration of the assessment& required by section 3301.0710 of the 
Revised Code to inmates ofcorrectional iDltitutiom. 

(H) Any person to whom all of the following apply shall be exempted 
from attaining the applicable score on the assessment in social studies 
designated under division <BXl) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code. 
any l8lial 1t11lliea A'!'D"k?n hiltoa end-of-course examination smd any
AV"J'iran IPyermmgt pd=of-mgqe c1mingtjpp required under division 
(BX2) of that section if such an exemption is prescribed by rule of the state 
board under division (DX4) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code, or 
the test in citizenship designated under former division (B) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to September 11, 2001: 

(1) The person is not a citizen of the United States; 
(2) The person is not a permanent resident ofthe United States; 
(3) The person indicates no intention to reside in the United States after 

the completion ofhigh school. 
(I) Notwitbstanding division (D) of section 3311.19 and division {D) of 

section 3311.S2 of the Revised Code, this section and section 3311.611 of 
the l.evised Code do not apply to the board of education of any joint 
vocational school district or any cooperative education school district 
established pursuant to divisions (A) to (C) of section 3311.S2 of the 
Revised Code. 

(J) Upon receipt of a notice under division {D) of section 332'.08 ef m 
division {D) of section 3328.2' of the Revised Code that a student has 
received a diploma under either section, the board ofeducation receiving the 
notice may grant a high school diploma under this section to the student, 
except that such board shall grant the student a diploma if the student meets 
the graduation requirements that the student would otherwise have had to 
meet to receive a diploma from the district. The diploma granted under this 
section shall be of the same type the notice indicates the student received 
under section 332'.08 or 3328.2' ofthe Revised Code. 

(IC) As used in this division, "limited BnaJisb proficient student. has the 
same meanina as in division (CX3) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised 
Code. 

Notwitbstanding division (CX3) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised 
Code, no limited Bnalisb proficient student who has not either attained the 
applicable scores c.Wipated under division (BX1) of section 3301.0710 of 



Am. Sub. S. B. No. 165 129thG.A. 
21 

the Revised Code on all the assessments required by that division. or met the 
requirements of the uaessments required by division (BX2) of that section., 
shall be awarded a diploma under this section. 

(L) Any student described by division (AXl) of this section may be 
awarded a diploma without attaining the applicable scores designated on the 
assessments prescribed under division (B) of section 3301.0710 of the 
Revised Code provided an indivichiali7,ed education program specifically 
exempts the student from attaining such scores. This division does not 
negate the requirement for such a student to take all such assessments or 
alternate assessments required by division (CXl) of section 3301.0711 of 
the Revised Code for the purpose of uaessing student progress as required 
by federal law. 

Sec. 3313.612. (A) No nonpublic school chartered by the state board of 
education shall grant a high school diploma to any person unless, subject to 
section 3313.614 of the Revised Code, the person has met the uaessment 
requirements ofdivision (AXl) or (2) of this section., as applicable. 

(1) If the person entered the ninth grade prior to the date prescribed by 
role of the state board under division (DX2) of section 3301.0712 of the 
Revised Code. the person has attained at least the applicable scores 
designated under division (BXl) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code 
on all the assessments required by that division, or has satisfied the 
alternative conditions prescribed in section 3313.615 of the Revised Code. 

(2) If the person entered the ninth grade on or after the date prescribed 
by role of the state board under division (EX2) of section 3301.0712 of the 
Revised Code. the person has met the requirements of the entire uaessment 
system prescribed under division (BX2) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised 
Code. 

(B) This section does not apply to either of the following: 
(1) Any person with regard to any assessment from which the person 

was excused pursuant to division (CXlXc) of section 3301.0711 of the 
Revised Code; 

(2) Any person with regard to the social studies uaessment under 
division (BXl) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code. any ...W .._ 
Ampdgm hWory end.of-course examination pl PY Ampdgm 101cmmmt 
mJ-of..qNQC egemimtjon required under division (BX2) of that section if 
such an exemption is prescribed by role of the state board of education 
under division (DX4) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code, or the 
citizenship test under former division (B) of section 3301.0710 of the 
Revised Code as it existed prior to September 11, 2001, if all of the 
following apply: 
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(a) The person is not a citizen of the United States; 
(b) The person is not a permanent resident of the United States; 
(c) The person indicates no intention to reside in the United States after 

completion ofhigh school. 
(C) As used in this division, "limited F,ngJish proficient student" has the 

same meaning as in division (C)(3) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised 
Code. 

Notwithstanding division (C)(3) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised 
Code, no limited English proficient student who has not either attained the 
applicable scores desjgnated under division (B)(l) of section 3301.0710 of 
the Revised Code on all the assessments required by that division, or met the 
requirements of the assessments under division (8)(2) of that section. shall 
be awarded a diploma under this section. 

Sec. 3319.23. Ayalid r4Jntor lk;msc for 'AGhiPI g;iaf lf""n in the 
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SBCTION 2. That existing sections 3301.079, 3301.0712. 3313.60, 
3313.603, 3313.61, and 3313.612 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed. 

SBCTION 3. Not later than July 1, 2012, the State Board of F.ducation 
shall review the Revised Code and recommend legislation to the General 
Assembly to make changes necessary to fully implement, and remove any 
potential impediment to, the additional American history and American 
government content adopted under division (A)(l)(b) of section 3301.079 of 
the Revised Code. 

Sl!eft8N '2Nothing in this act shall be construed to limit the ability of a 
school district or public or nonpublic school to offer academic content based 
on the standards adopted under division (A)(l)(b) of section 3301.079 of the 
Revised Code and the academic content required under division (M) of 
section 3313.603 of the Revised Code through summer school. online. or 
any other method ofeducation offered by the district or school 
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