
(l29th General Assembly) 
(Amended Senate Bill NUJJJber 2!l8) 

AN ACT 

To enact section 5502.53 of the Revised Code to create the 

Statewide Blue Alert Program. 

Be it enDCted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio: 

SECI10N 1. That section 5502.53 of the Revised Code be enacted to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 5502.53. (Al As used in thiS section: 
"Cable system" hM the mAnin, defined in section 2913.04 of the 

Reyised Code. 
"Law enforcement Ueru;y" mAns an O[lanization or unit made UP of 

law enforeemc;nt officers as definM in section 2901.01 of the Revised Code· 
(8l There is created the statewide blue alert momm that consists of a 

statewide SyStem for the l1Pid dis§SDination of infonnation to speed the 
IWlRJu;nsion of persons supctcd of kjUin& or seriously iqjurinl law 
enforcement officm and to aid in the location of mi§sin& law enforcement 
officers. The aovemor shall mlani" the momm as a coordinated effort 
8IllOIl& the aovcmor's office. the cJewu1ment of public safetY. the attorney 
'Wral. law enforcement Uencies. the state's public and commercial 
television and radio broadcasters. the state's cable Systems. and others as 
considered necessacy by the &<>vc;mor· 

(Cl A statewide blue alert sbaJJ be activated if aU of the followinl 
activation criteria are met 

(ll A local law enforcement IlenC! confmns that I law enforcement 
officei' ~ hM m seriOUslY: iniumt of lUred. and- a susPCd 0'8-nOI been 
ClPn;JumdrA or that a law enforcement officer is missin, while on duty 
under cjrrumStaDceS warrantjnl concern for the law enforcement officer'S 
safety, 

(2l There is sufficient descriptive infonnation about the suspect or the 
circumstAnces Surroypdjol a law enforcement officer'S iqjury. death. or 
diymxwance to indicate that activation of the alert ll1IY help locate a 
suspect or a missinllaw enforcement officer. 

Nothinl in this division prevents the activation of a local or relional 
emerlency alert momm that ll1IY imgose different criteria for the 
activation of a local or re,ional emc[lencY alert. 
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(D) A radio broadcast station. television broadcast station. or cable 
system particiR'tios in the statewide blue alert momm and a director. 
officer. emplQyee. or 'Sent gi a station or system particigatips in the 
momm is immune from JjabUit)' for damases for any IQss allesedJ.y caused 
by Qt resultips from the station's or system's broadcast or cablecast gi. or 
failure to broadcast or cablecast. any infonpation pursuant to the statewide 
blue alert momrn 

eE) The statewide blue alert momm shaJJ be operated in such a maPPer 
that it cgmplemepts and does pot cgpflict with sirnjJar federal alert 
promms. 
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Speaker ______ of the House of Representatives. 

President ______ of the Senate. 

Passed f!.bnt.&J 1:2 ,20~ 

Approved M&Rc 11 j 20\ L , -

Governor. 
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is 
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code. 

Director, Legislative Service Commission. 

(~h1'" Filed in ~ffice of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the 
~dayof ~(Ch .A.D.20 (~ . 

Secretary of State. 

File No. _ C6.....;;' ,_r1-,\ __ \ D () '\ 
Effective Date \1 \J f\ v 0 :) 0 \ '7 
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(129tb Genera1 Assembly) 

(Amended Senate Bill Number 258) 

ANACf 

To enact section ~S02.~3 of the Revised Code to create 
the Statewide Blue Alert Program. 

Introduced by 

SenaIors Manning, Patton 
Cosponsors: SenaIors 8aldenon, Hile, Hugbes. LaRose, 
Widener, Eklund, Gentile, Burke, Schiavoni, Turner, 
Bacon, Beagle, Brown. Cafaro, Coley, Daniels, Faber, 
Jones, Kearney, Lehner, Obbof, OeIslager, Sawyer, 
Schaffer, SkiDdell, Smith, Tavares, Wagoner 
Representatives Combs, Damscbroder, Hagan, R., Jobnaoo. 
McClain, McOregor, O'Brien, Paamoo, Ruhl. Uecker, 
Adams, R., Amstutz, Antooio, Ashford. Barnes, Blair, 
Boose, Brenner, 8ubp, Buchy, Celebrezze, Celeste, 
Conditt, Dericksoo, Dovilla, Duffey, Feode, Foley, 
Garland, Goyal, Hackett, Hagan, C., Hayes, Heard. Henne, 
Hill, Huffman, Kozlowski, Landis, J...euon, Luckie, Lundy, 
Mug, Mallory, Milkovich, Murray, Newbold, Pelanda, 
Peterson, Phillips, Pillich, Ramos, Roegner, Rose. 
Schuring, Sean, Slaby, Stautberg, Stebelton. Stinziano, 
SzoUosi, Thompson. Weddington, Winburn. Young, Yuko 
Speaker Batchelder 

Passed by the se~Cem(n-14 20JL 

Passed by the House of Representatives, 

Febnlll'Y /.'2 ,20.M 

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at 
Columbus, Ohio, on the 

~iiiJJVh .AD.20~ 
Secretary of State. 


