
( 134th General Assembly) 
(Amended House Bill Number 487) 

ANACT 

To amend sections 3505.13 and 3505.14 of the Revised Code to change the bidding 

process for contracts for ballot printing, to eliminate the requirement that all 

contracts for ballots for Ohio elections are rewarded to vendors within the state 

and printed within the state. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly ofthe State ofOhio: 

SECTION 1. That sections 3505.13 and 3505.14 of the Revised Code be amended to read as 
follows: 

Sec. 3505.13. ®A contract for the printing of ballots involving a cost in excess of twenty­
five thousand dollars shall not be let-awarded until after five days' a proposal period of fifteen days. 
During the proposal period, a notice shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation 
published in the county-, may be posted electronically by email or other electronic means by the_ 
board of elections, or upon notice and may be given by mail by the board of elections, addressed to 
the responsible printing offices 1.Yithin the state. 

Except (B) Except as otherwise provided in this section, each bid-proposal for sueh-pfitttffig-.!! 
contract described in division (A) of this section must be accompanied by a bid bond with at least 
hYo sureties, or a surety company, satisfactory to the board, in a sum double of ten per cent of the 
amount of the bid, conditioned upon the faithful performaHee of the eoHtmet for such printing as is 
awarded and for the paymeHt as dafflages by such bidder to the boflfd of any excess of cost O'f'ef the 
bid which it may be obliged to pay for such work by reason of the failure of the bidder to eofflplete 
the eontfaetproposal. No bid-proposal unaccompanied by such bid bond shall be considered by the 
board. The board fflay, however, waive the requirefflent that each bid be aeeotHpanied by a bond if 
the cost of the contract is hveHty five thousand dollars or less. 

The-(C) The contract shall be let-awarded to the lO'Nest most qualified responsible bidder in 
the state. All ballots shall be primed v1ithin the stateproposer that meets the minimum standards 
established by the secretary of state under division (D) of this section. The proposer shall post a 
performance bond equal to one hundred per cent of a single election's contract amount. If the contract 
is for multiple elections, then the board instead may require the proposer to post a performance bond 
of a sum equal to one hundred per cent of the board's estimated ballot printing costs for the largest 
election to be conducted during the contract period. 

(D) The secretary of state shall adopt rules establishing printing, mailing, and security 
standards for vendors that print ballots under contracts entered into under this section, in accordance 
with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 3505.14. After the letting awarding of the contract for the printing of the ballots as 
provided in section 3505.13 of the Revised Code, the board of electiom, shall secure from the printer 
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printed proofs of the ballot, and shall notify the ehairman chairperson of the local executive 
committee of each party or group represented on the ballot by candidates or issues, and post such 
proofs in a public place in the office of the board for a period of at least twenty-four hours for 
inspection and correction of any errors appearing thereon. The board shall cause such proofs to be 
read with care and after correcting any errors shall return the corrected copy to the printer. 

SECTION 2. That existing sections 3505.13 and 3505.14 of the Revised Code are hereby 
repealed. 
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~ ---Y_,__~_if e House ofRepresentatives. 

Passed 

Approved J'A-AJU.¥1 2- , 20n 

Governor. 
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is 
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code. 

Director, Legislative Service Commission. 

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the U>D 
day of ~MsiA !Z-'1' , A. D. 20 2 3 . 

Secretary ofState. 

File No. Effective Date '4 3 
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