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population until such time as all of the appointed citizen members are 
replaced. 

(B) Representatives of the developer shall be replaced by elected citizen 
members according to a schedule established by the organizational board of 
commissioners calculated to achieve one such replacement each time the 
new community district gains a proportion, having a numerator of one and a 
denominator equal to the number of developer members, of its projected 
total population until such time as all of the developer's representatives are 
replaced. 

(C) The representative of local government shall be replaced by an 
elected citizen member at the time the new community district gains 
three-quarters of its projected total population. 

Elected citizen members of the board of trustees shall be elected by a 
majority of the residents of the new community district voting at elections 
held at the times and in the manner provided in a resolution of the 
organizational board of commissioners. Each citizen member except an 
appointed citizen member shall be a qualified elector who resides within the 
new community district. The organizational board of commissioners, by 
resolution, may adopt an alternative method of selecting or electing 
successor members of the board of trustees provided that if an alternative 
method of selection is adopted for a new community authority organized 
prior to March 22, 2012, the board of trustees of that authority shall be 
limited in the collection of a community development charge, collected 
pursuant to division (Q) of section 349.06 of the Revised Code, and the 
issuance of bonds or notes, issued pursuant to section 349.08 of the Revised 
Code, to the amount or to the extent otherwise permitted for a board of 
trustees whose members are not elected by residents of the new community 
district. If the alternative method provides for the election of citizen 
members, the elections may be held at the times and in the manner provided 
in the petition or in a resolution of the organizational board of 
commissioners, and the elected citizen members shall be qualified electors 
who reside in the new community district. 

Citizen members shall not be employees of or have financial interest in 
the developer. If a vacancy occurs in the office of a member other than a 
member appointed by the developer, the organizational board of 
commissioners may appoint a successor member for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. Any appointed member of the board of trustees may at any 
time be removed by the organizational board of commissioners for 
misfeasance, nonfeasance, or malfeasance in office. Members appointed by 
the developer may also at any time be removed by the developer without a 
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showing of cause. 
Each member of the board of trustees, before entering upon official 

duties, shall take and subscribe to an oath before an officer authorized to 
administer oaths in Ohio that the member will honestly and faithfully 
perform the duties of the member's office. Such oath shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of the organizational board of commissioners with whieh 
the 13etiti0n '.¥its filed. Upon taking the oath, the board of trustees shall elect 
one of its number as chairperson and another as vice-chairperson, and shall 
appoint suitable persons as secretary and treasurer who need not be 
members of the board. The treasurer shall be the fiscal officer of the 
authority. The board shall adopt by-laws governing the administration of the 
affairs of the new community authority. Each member of the board shall 
post a bond for the faithful performance of official duties and give surety 
therefor in such amount, but not less than ten thousand dollars, as the 
resolution creating such board shall prescribe. 

All of the powers of the new community authority shall be exercised by 
its board of trustees, but without relief of such responsibility, such powers 
may be delegated to committees of the board or its officers and employees 
in accordance with its by-laws. A majority of the board shall constitute a 
quorum, and a concurrence of a majority of a quorum in any matter within 
the board's duties is sufficient for its determination, provided a quorum is 
present when such concurrence is had and a majority of those members 
constituting such quorum are trustees not appointed by the developer. All 
trustees shall be empowered to vote on all matters within the authority of the 
board of trustees, and no vote by a member appointed by the developer shall 
be construed to give rise to civil or criminal liability for conflict of interest 
on the part of public officials. 

Sec. 349.14. Except as provided in section 349.03 of the Revised Code, 
or as otherwise provided in a resolution adopted by the organizational board 
of commissioners of a new community authority, a new community 
authority organized under this chapter may be dissolved only on the vote of 
a majority of the voters of the new community district at a special election 
called by the board of trustees on the question of dissolution. Such an 
election may be called only after the board has determined that the new 
community development program has been completed, when no community 
authority bonds or notes are outstanding, and other legal indebtedness of the 
authority has been discharged or provided for, and only after there has been 
filed with the board of trustees a petition requesting such election, signed by 
a number of qualified electors residing in the new community district equal 
to not less than eight per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for 
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governor in the new community district at the most recent general election 
at which a governor was elected. If a majority of the votes cast favor 
dissolution, the board of trustees shall, by resolution, declare the authority 
dissolved and thereupon the community authority shall be dissolved. A 
certified copy of the resolution shall, within fifteen days after its adoption, 
be filed with the clerk of the organizational board of commissioners efihe 
eottH-ty with which the original petition for the organization of the new 
community authority was filed and with the clerk of any other 
organizational board of commissioners where territory of the new 
community district was located. 

Upon dissolution of a new community authority, the powers thereof 
shall cease to exist. Any property of the new community authority shall vest 
with a municipal corporation, county, or township in which that property is 
located or with the developer of the new community authority or the 
developer's designee, all as provided in a resolution adopted by the 
organizational board of commissioners. Any vesting of property in a 
municipal corporation, township, or county shall be subject to acceptance of 
the property by resolution of the legislative authority of the municipal 
corporation, board of township trustees, or board of county commissioners, 
as applicable. If the legislative authority of a municipal corporation, board 
of township trustees, or board of county commissioners declines to accept 
the property, the property vests with the developer or the developer's 
designee. Any funds of the community authority at the time of dissolution 
shall be transferred to the municipal corporation and county or township, as 
provided in a resolution, in which the new community district is located in 
the proportion to the assessed valuation of taxable real property of the new 
community authority within such municipal corporation and township or 
county as said valuation appears on the current assessment rolls. 

Sec. 503.59. A board of township trustees that has entered into an 
agreement with the Ohio air quality development authority under section 
3706.051 of the Revised Code may levy, in accordance with that agreement, 
a special assessment upon real property located in the township specially 
benefited by an air quality facility that is the subject of that agreement. 

An assessment levied under this section shall be made in any manner 
authorized under section 727.01 of the Revised Code and, except as 
otherwise provided in this section, in accordance with the procedures 
prescribed for special assessments levied by municipal corporations under 
Chapter 727. of the Revised Code, except that where that chapter refers to a 
municipal corporation, it shall be deemed to refer to the township and where 
that chapter refers to the legislative authority of a municipal corporation, it 
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shall be deemed to refer to the board of township trustees. All rights and 
privileges of an owner of property subject to an assessment levied under that 
chapter shall apply to the owner ofproperty assessed under this section. 

No special assessment may be levied under this section unless the owner 
of the property to be assessed files a written statement with the board of 
township trustees requesting that the assessment be levied. 

Sec. 504.12. No resolution and no section or numbered or lettered 
division of a section shall be revised or amended unless the new resolution 
contains the entire resolution, section, or division as revised or amended, 
and the resolution, section, or division so amended shall be repealed. This 
requirement does not prevent the amendment of a resolution by the addition 
of a new section, or division, and in this case the full text of the former 
resolution need not be set forth, nor does this section prevent repeals by 
implication. Except in the case of a codification or recodification of 
resolutions, a separate vote shall be taken on each resolution proposed to be 
amended. Resolutions that have been introduced and have received their 
first reading or their first and second readings, but have not been voted on 
for passage, may be amended or revised by a majority vote of the members 
of the board of township trustees, and the amended or revised resolution 
need not receive additional readings. 

The board of township trustees of a limited home rule township may 
revise, codify, and publish in book form the resolutions of the township in 
the stHHe manner as provided in section 731.23 504.123 of the Revised Code 
fop fftttH:ieipal eorp0Patiot1:s. Resolutions adopted by the board shall be 
published in the stHHe manner as provided by sections 731.21 504.121, 
731.22 504.122, 731.24 504.124, 731.25 504.125, and 731.26 504.126 of the 
Revised Code fop fftUt1:ieipal eorp0Patiot1:s, eJEeept that they shall be 
published it1: a t1:ewspapeP of get1:ePal eiPeulatiot1: withit1: the tovll'tship. +he 
fiseal offieeP of the to1+'fflship shall pePfoffH the duties that the elefk of the 
legislafrte authoPity of a fftut1:ieipal eorp0Patiot1: is PequiPed to pePfoffH Ufl:deP 
those seetiot1:s. 

The procedures provided in this section and sections 504.121 to 504.126 
of the Revised Code apply only to resolutions adopted pursuant to a 
township's limited home rule powers as authorized by this chapter. 

Sec. 504.121. (A) A succinct summary of each resolution, of all notices 
to bidders for the construction of public improvements and notices of the 
sale of bonds, and of all statements, orders, proclamations, notices, and 
reports required by law or resolution to be published, shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the township. Proof of the publication 
and required circulation of any newspaper used as a medium of publication 
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as provided b_y this section shall be made by affidavit of the proprietor of the 
newspaper and shall be filed with the fiscal officer of the township. 

(B) The publication shall contain notice that the complete text of each 
such resolution may be obtained or viewed at the office of the fiscal officer 
of the township and may be viewed at any other location designated by the 
board of township trustees. The township law director or the county 
prosecuting attorney. as applicable. shall review the summazy of a resolution 
published under this section before forwarding it to the fiscal officer for 
publication, to ensure the summazy is legally accurate and sufficient. 

(C) Upon publication of a summary of a resolution in accordance with 
this section, the fiscal officer of the township shall supply a copy of the 
complete text of each such resolution to any person, upon request. and may 
charge a reasonable fee. set by the board of township trustees. for each copy 
supplied. The fiscal officer of the township shall post a copy of the text at 
the fiscal officer's office and at every other location designated by the board 
of township trustees. 

Sec. 504.122. The publication required in section 504.121 of the 
Revised Code shall be for the following times: 

(A) Summaries of resolutions, and proclamations of elections, once a 
week for two consecutive weeks or as provided in section 7 .16 of the 
Revised Code: 

(B) Notices, not less than two nor more than four consecutive weeks or 
as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code: 

(C) All other matters shall be published once. 
Sec. 504.123. When resolutions are revised, codified, rearranged, 

published in book form. and certified as correct by the fiscal officer of the 
township and the township administrator, such publication shall be a 
sufficient publication, and the resolutions so published, under appropriate 
titles. chapters. and sections, shall be held the same in law as though they 
had been published in a newspaper. A new resolution so published in book 
form, a summary of which has not been published as required by sections 
504.121 and 504.122 of the Revised Code, and which contains entirely new 
matter. shall be published as reguired by such sections. If such revision or 
codification is made by a township and contains new matter, it shall be a 
sufficient publication of such codification, including the new matter, to 
publish, in the manner required by such sections, a notice of the enactment 
of such codifying resolution. containing the title of the resolution and a 
summary of the new matters covered by it. Such revision and codification 
may be made under appropriate titles, chapters, and sections and in one 
resolution containing one or more subjects. 
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Except as provided by this section, a succinct summary of all 
resolutions. including emergency resolutions, shall be published m 
accordance with section 504.121 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 504.124. Immediately after the expiration of the period of 
publication of summaries of resolutions required by section 504.122 of the 
Revised Code. the fiscal officer of the township shall enter on the record of 
resolutions, in a blank to be left for such purpose under the recorded 
resolution, a certificate stating in which newspaper and on what dates such 
publication was made, and shall sign the fiscal officer's name thereto 
officially. Such certificate shall be prima-facie evidence that legal 
publication of the summary of the resolution was made. 

Sec. 504.125. In townships in which no newspaper is generally 
circulated, publication of summaries of resolutions, and publication of all 
statements, orders, proclamations, notices, and reports, required by law or 
resolution to be published, shall be accomplished by posting copies in not 
less than five of the most public places in the township, as determined by the 
board of township trustees, for a period of not less than fifteen days before 
the effective date thereof. 

Where such publication is by posting, the fiscal officer of the township 
shall make a certificate as to such posting, and as to the times when and the 
places where such posting is done, in the manner provided in section 
504.124 of the Revised Code, and such certificate shall be prima-facie 
evidence that the copies were posted as required. 

Sec. 504.126. It is a sufficient defense to any suit or prosecution under a 
resolution, to show that no publication or posting was made as required by 
sections 504.121 to 504.125 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 505.08. After adopting by a unanimous vote a resolution declaring 
a real and present emergency in connection with the administration of 
township services or the execution of duties assigned by law to any officer 
of a township, the board of township trustees may, by resolution, enter into a 
contract, without bidding or advertising, for the purchase of services, 
materials, equipment, or supplies needed to meet the emergency if the 
estimated cost of the contract is less than fifty thettsfffi:d dellars the amount 
specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised Code. 

During the period of the emergency declared by Executive Order 
2020-01D, issued on March 9, 2020, the board of township trustees may, by 
resolution, enter into a contract, without bidding or advertising, for the 
purchase of personal protective equipment needed to meet the emergency, 
regardless of the estimated cost of the contract. 

"Personal protective equipment" means equipment worn to minimize 
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exposure to hazards that cause workplace injuries and illnesses. 
Sec. 505.37. (A) The board of township trustees may establish all 

necessary rules to guard against the occurrence of fires and to protect the 
property and lives of the citizens against damage and accidents, and may, 
with the approval of the specifications by the prosecuting attorney or, if the 
township has adopted limited home rule government under Chapter 504. of 
the Revised Code, with the approval of the specifications by the township's 
law director, purchase, lease, lease with an option to purchase, or otherwise 
provide any fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, underwater rescue and 
recovery equipment, or other fire equipment, appliances, materials, fire 
hydrants, and water supply for fire-fighting and fire and rescue purposes that 
seems advisable to the board. The board shall provide for the care and 
maintenance of such fire equipment, and, for these purposes, may purchase, 
lease, lease with an option to purchase, or construct and maintain necessary 
buildings, and it may establish and maintain lines of fire-alarm 
communications within the limits of the township. The board may employ 
one or more persons to maintain and operate such fire equipment, or it may 
enter into an agreement with a volunteer fire company for the use and 
operation of the equipment. The board may compensate the members of a 
volunteer fire company on any basis and in any amount that it considers 
equitable. 

When the estimated cost to purchase fire apparatus, mechanical 
resuscitators, underwater rescue and recovery equipment, or other fire 
equipment, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, buildings, or fire-alarm 
communications equipment or services exceeds fifty thousaftd dollars the 
amount specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised Code, the contract shall be 
let by competitive bidding. No purchase or other transaction subject to this 
section shall be divided into component parts in order to avoid the 
requirements of this section. When competitive bidding is required, the 
board shall advertise once a week for not less than two consecutive weeks in 
a newspaper of general circulation within the township. The board may also 
cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or other publications designated 
by it or to be distributed by electronic means, including posting the notice 
on the board's internet web site. If the board posts the notice on its web site, 
it may eliminate the second notice otherwise required to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the township, provided that the first 
notice published in such newspaper meets all of the following requirements: 

(1) It is published at least two weeks before the opening of bids. 
(2) It includes a statement that the notice is posted on the board's 

internet web site. 
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(3) It includes the internet address of the board's internet web site. 
(4) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be accessed 

on the board's internet web site. 
The advertisement shall include the time, date, and place where the 

clerk of the township, or the clerk's designee, will read bids publicly. The 
time, date, and place of bid openings may be extended to a later date by the 
board of township trustees, provided that written or oral notice of the change 
shall be given to all persons who have received or requested specifications 
not later than ninety-six hours prior to the original time and date fixed for 
the opening. The board may reject all the bids or accept the lowest and best 
bid, provided that the successful bidder meets the requirements of section 
153.54 of the Revised Code when the contract is for the construction, 
demolition, alteration, repair, or reconstruction of an improvement. 

(B) The boards of township trustees of any two or more townships, or 
the legislative authorities of any two or more political subdivisions, or any 
combination of these, may, through joint action, unite in the joint purchase, 
lease, lease with an option to purchase, maintenance, use, and operation of 
fire equipment described in division (A) of this section, or for any other 
purpose designated in sections 505.37 to 505.42 of the Revised Code, and 
may prorate the expense of the joint action on any terms that are mutually 
agreed upon. 

(C) The board of township trustees of any township may, by resolution, 
whenever it is expedient and necessary to guard against the occurrence of 
fires or to protect the property and lives of the citizens against damages 
resulting from their occurrence, create a fire district of any portions of the 
township that it considers necessary. The board may purchase, lease, lease 
with an option to purchase, or otherwise provide any fire apparatus, 
mechanical resuscitators, underwater rescue and recovery equipment, or 
other fire equipment, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water supply 
for fire-fighting and fire and rescue purposes, or may contract for the fire 
protection for the fire district as provided in section 9.60 of the Revised 
Code. The fire district so created shall be given a separate name by which it 
shall be known. 

Additional unincorporated territory of the township may be added to a 
fire district upon the board's adoption of a resolution authorizing the 
addition. A municipal corporation, or a portion of a municipal corporation, 
that is within or adjoining the township may be added to a fire district upon 
the board's adoption of a resolution authorizing the addition and the 
municipal legislative authority's adoption of a resolution or ordinance 
requesting the addition of the municipal corporation or a portion of the 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
509 

municipal corporation to the fire district. 
If the township fire district imposes a tax, additional unincorporated 

territory of the township or a municipal corporation or a portion of a 
municipal corporation that is within or adjoining the township shall become 
part of the fire district only after all of the following have occurred: 

(1) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a resolution approving 
the expansion of the territorial limits of the district and, if the resolution 
proposes to add a municipal corporation or a portion of a municipal 
corporation, adoption by the municipal legislative authority of a resolution 
or ordinance requesting the addition of the municipal corporation or a 
portion of the municipal corporation to the district; 

(2) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a resolution 
recommending the extension of the tax to the additional territory; 

(3) The board requests and obtains from the county auditor the 
information required for a tax levy under section 5705.03 of the Revised 
Code, in the manner prescribed in that section, except that the levy's annual 
collections shall be estimated assuming that the additional territory has been 
added to the fire district. 

(4) Approval of the tax by the electors of the territory proposed for 
addition to the district. 

Each resolution of the board adopted under division (C)(2) of this 
section shall state the name of the fire district, a description of the territory 
to be added, the rate, expressed in mills for each one dollar of taxable value, 
the estimated effective rate, expressed in dollars for each one hundred 
thousand dollars of the county auditor's appraised value, and termination 
date of the tax, which shall be the rate, estimated effective rate, and 
termination date of the tax currently in effect in the fire district. 

The board of trustees shall certify each resolution adopted under 
division (C)(2) of this section and the county auditor's certification under 
division (C)(3) of this section to the board of elections in accordance with 
section 5705.19 of the Revised Code. The election required under division 
(C)(4) of this section shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the manner 
provided for the submission of tax levies under section 5705.25 of the 
Revised Code, except that the question appearing on the ballot shall read: 

"Shall the territory within ___________ ( description of 
the proposed territory to be added) be added to 
___________ (name) fire district, and a property tax, that 
the county auditor estimates will collect $__ annually, at a rate not 
exceeding ___ mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to 
$ (here insert estimated effective rate) for each $100,000 of the 
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county auditor's appraised value, be in effect for _____ (here insert 
the number of years the tax is to be in effect or "a continuing period of 
time," as applicable)?" 

If the question is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting 
on it, the joinder shall be effective as of the first day of July of the year 
following approval, and on that date, the township fire district tax shall be 
extended to the taxable property within the territory that has been added. If 
the territory that has been added is a municipal corporation or portion 
thereof and if it had adopted a tax levy for fire purposes, the levy is 
terminated on the effective date of the joinder in the area of the municipal 
corporation added to the district. 

Any municipal corporation may withdraw from a township fire district 
created under division (C) of this section by the adoption by the municipal 
legislative authority of a resolution or ordinance ordering withdrawal. On 
the first day of July of the year following the adoption of the resolution or 
ordinance of withdrawal, the withdrawing municipal corporation or the 
portion thereof ceases to be a part of the district, and the power of the fire 
district to levy a tax upon taxable property in the withdrawing municipal 
corporation or the portion thereof terminates, except that the fire district 
shall continue to levy and collect taxes for the payment of indebtedness 
within the territory of the fire district as it was composed at the time the 
indebtedness was incurred. 

Upon the withdrawal of any municipal corporation from a township fire 
district created under division (C) of this section, the county auditor shall 
ascertain, apportion, and order a division of the funds on hand, moneys and 
taxes in the process of collection except for taxes levied for the payment of 
indebtedness, credits, and real and personal property, either in money or in 
kind, on the basis of the valuation of the respective tax duplicates of the 
withdrawing municipal corporation and the remaining territory of the fire 
district. 

A board of township trustees may remove unincorporated territory of 
the township from the fire district upon the adoption of a resolution 
authorizing the removal. On the first day of July of the year following the 
adoption of the resolution, the unincorporated township territory described 
in the resolution ceases to be a part of the district, and the power of the fire 
district to levy a tax upon taxable property in that territory terminates, 
except that the fire district shall continue to levy and collect taxes for the 
payment of indebtedness within the territory of the fire district as it was 
composed at the time the indebtedness was incurred. 

As used in this section, "the county auditor's appraised value" and 
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"estimated effective rate" have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of 
the Revised Code. 

(D) The board of township trustees of any township, the board of fire 
district trustees of a fire district created under section 505.371 of the 
Revised Code, or the legislative authority of any municipal corporation may 
purchase, lease, or lease with an option to purchase the necessary fire 
equipment described in division (A) of this section, buildings, and sites for 
the township, fire district, or municipal corporation and issue securities for 
that purpose with maximum maturities as provided in section 133.20 of the 
Revised Code. The board of township trustees, board of fire district trustees, 
or legislative authority may also construct any buildings necessary to house 
fire equipment and issue securities for that purpose with maximum 
maturities as provided in section 133.20 of the Revised Code. 

The board of township trustees, board of fire district trustees, or 
legislative authority may issue the securities of the township, fire district, or 
municipal corporation, signed by the board or designated officer of the 
municipal corporation and attested by the signature of the township fiscal 
officer, fire district clerk, or municipal clerk, covering any deferred 
payments and payable at the times provided, which securities shall bear 
interest not to exceed the rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the 
Revised Code, and shall not be subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. 
The legislation authorizing the issuance of the securities shall provide for 
levying and collecting annually by taxation, amounts sufficient to pay the 
interest on and principal of the securities. The securities shall be offered for 
sale on the open market or given to the vendor or contractor if no sale is 
made. 

Section 505.40 of the Revised Code does not apply to any securities 
issued, or any lease with an option to purchase entered into, in accordance 
with this division. 

(E) A board of township trustees of any township or a board of fire 
district trustees of a fire district created under section 505.371 of the 
Revised Code may purchase a policy or policies of liability insurance for the 
officers, employees, and appointees of the fire department, fire district, or 
joint fire district governed by the board that includes personal injury liability 
coverage as to the civil liability of those officers, employees, and appointees 
for false arrest, detention, or imprisonment, malicious prosecution, libel, 
slander, defamation or other violation of the right of privacy, wrongful entry 
or eviction, or other invasion of the right of private occupancy, arising out of 
the performance of their duties. 

When a board of township trustees cannot, by deed of gift or by 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
512 

purchase and upon terms it considers reasonable, procure land for a 
township fire station that is needed in order to respond in reasonable time to 
a fire or medical emergency, the board may appropriate land for that 
purpose under sections 163.01 to 163.22 of the Revised Code. If it is 
necessary to acquire additional adjacent land for enlarging or improving the 
fire station, the board may purchase, appropriate, or accept a deed of gift for 
the land for these purposes. 

(F) As used in this division, "emergency medical service organization" 
has the same meaning as in section 4766.01 of the Revised Code. 

A board of township trustees, by adoption of an appropriate resolution, 
may choose to have the state board of emergency medical, fire, and 
transportation services license any emergency medical service organization 
it operates. If the board adopts such a resolution, Chapter 4766. of the 
Revised Code, except for sections 4766.06 and 4766.99 of the Revised 
Code, applies to the organization. All rules adopted under the applicable 
sections of that chapter also apply to the organization. A board of township 
trustees, by adoption of an appropriate resolution, may remove its 
emergency medical service organization from the jurisdiction of the state 
board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services. 

Sec. 505.376. When any expenditure of a fire and ambulance district, 
other than for the compensation of district employees, exceeds fl.ft;' 
thousaad dollafs the amount specified in section 9.17 of the Revised Code, 
the contract for the expenditure shall be in writing and made with the lowest 
and best bidder after advertising once a week for not less than two 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the district. 
The board of trustees of a fire and ambulance district may also cause notice 
to be inserted in trade papers or other publications designated by it or to be 
distributed by electronic means, including posting the notice on the board's 
internet web site. If the board posts the notice on its web site, it may 
eliminate the second notice otherwise required to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the district, provided that the first 
notice published in such newspaper meets all of the following requirements: 

(A) It is published at least two weeks before the opening of bids. 
(B) It includes a statement that the notice is posted on the board's 

internet web site. 
(C) It includes the internet address of the board's internet web site. 
(D) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be accessed 

on the board's internet web site. 
The bids shall be opened and shall be publicly read by the clerk of the 

district, or the clerk's designee, at the time, date, and place specified in the 
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advertisement to bidders or the specifications. The time, date, and place of 
bid openings may be extended to a later date by the board of trustees of the 
district, provided that written or oral notice of the change shall be given to 
all persons who have received or requested specifications no later than 
ninety-six hours prior to the original time and date fixed for the opening. 

Each bid on any contract shall contain the full name of every person 
interested in the bid. If the bid is for a contract for the construction, 
demolition, alteration, repair, or reconstruction of an improvement, it shall 
meet the requirements of section 153.54 of the Revised Code. If the bid is 
for any other contract, it shall be accompanied by a sufficient bond or 
certified check, cashier's check, or money order on a solvent bank or savings 
and loan association that, if the bid is accepted, a contract will be entered 
into and the performance of it will be properly secured. If the bid for work 
embraces both labor and material, it shall be separately stated, with the price 
of the labor and the material. The board may reject any and all bids. The 
contract shall be between the district and the bidder, and the district shall 
pay the contract price in cash. When a bonus is offered for completion of a 
contract prior to a specified date, the board may exact a prorated penalty in 
like sum for each day of delay beyond the specified date. When there is 
reason to believe there is collusion or combination among bidders, the bids 
of those concerned shall be rejected. 

No expenditure subject to this section shall be divided into component 
parts, separate projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the 
reguirements of this section. 

Sec. 505.38. (A) In each township or fire district that has a fire 
department, the head of the department shall be a fire chief, appointed by the 
board of township trustees, except that, in a joint fire district, the fire chief 
shall be appointed by the board of fire district trustees. Neither this section 
nor any other section of the Revised Code requires, or shall be construed to 
require, that the fire chief be a resident of the township or fire district. 

The board shall provide for the employment of firefighters as it 
considers best and shall fix their compensation. No person shall be 
appointed as a permanent full-time paid member, whose duties include fire 
fighting, of the fire department of any township or fire district unless that 
person has received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or 
section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a 
firefighter training program. Those appointees shall continue in office until 
removed from office as provided by sections 733.35 to 733.39 of the 
Revised Code. To initiate removal proceedings, and for that purpose, the 
board shall designate the fire chief or a private citizen to investigate the 
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conduct and prepare the necessary charges m conformity with those 
sections. 

In case of the removal of a fire chief or any member of the fire 
department of a township or fire district, an appeal may be had from the 
decision of the board to the court of common pleas of the county in which 
the township or fire district fire department is situated to determine the 
sufficiency of the cause of removal. The appeal from the findings of the 
board shall be taken within ten days. 

No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter of the fire 
department of any township or fire district shall remain in that position 
unless either of the following applies: 

(1) Within one year of the appointment, the person has received a 
certificate issued under former section 3303.07 of the Revised Code or 
section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a 
firefighter training program. 

(2) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid firefighter 
with the fire department of a city or village prior to July 2, 1970, or as a 
volunteer firefighter with the fire department of a city, village, or other 
township or fire district prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a certificate 
issued under division (C)(3) of section 4765.55 of the Revised Code. 

No person shall receive an appointment under this section, in the case of 
a volunteer firefighter, unless the person has, not more than sixty days prior 
to receiving the appointment, passed a physical examination, given by a 
licensed physician, a physician assistant, a clinical nurse specialist, a 
certified nurse practitioner, or a certified nurse-midwife, showing that the 
person meets the physical requirements necessary to perform the duties of 
the position to which the person is appointed as established by the board of 
township trustees having jurisdiction over the appointment. The appointing 
authority, prior to making an appointment, shall file with the Ohio police 
and fire pension fund or the local volunteer fire fighters' dependents fund 
board a copy of the report or findings of that licensed physician, physician 
assistant, clinical nurse specialist, certified nurse practitioner, or certified 
nurse-midwife. The professional fee for the physical examination shall be 
paid for by the board of township trustees. 

(B) In each township not having a fire department, the board of 
township trustees shall appoint a fire prevention officer who shall exercise 
all of the duties of a fire chief except those involving the maintenance and 
operation of fire apparatus. The board may appoint one or more deputy fire 
prevention officers who shall exercise the duties assigned by the fire 
prevention officer. 
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The board may fix the compensation for the fire prevention officer and 
the fire prevention officer's deputies as it considers best. The board shall 
appoint each fire prevention officer and deputy for a one-year term. An 
appointee may be reappointed at the end of a term to another one-year term. 
Any appointee may be removed from office during a term as provided by 
sections 733.35 to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Section 505.45 of the 
Revised Code extends to those officers. 

(C)(l) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any township that 
has a population of ten thousand or more persons residing within the 
township and outside of any municipal corporation, that has its own fire 
department employing ten or more full-time paid employees, and that has a 
civil service commission established under division (B) of section 124.40 of 
the Revised Code. The township shall comply with the procedures for the 
employment, promotion, and discharge of firefighters provided by Chapter 
124. of the Revised Code, except as otherwise provided in divisions (C)(2) 
and (3) of this section. 

(2) The board of township trustees of the township may appoint the fire 
chief, and any person so appointed shall be in the unclassified service under 
section 124.11 of the Revised Code and shall serve at the pleasure of the 
board. Neither this section nor any other section of the Revised Code 
requires, or shall be construed to require, that the fire chief be a resident of 
the township. A person who is appointed fire chief under these conditions 
and who is removed by the board or resigns from the position is entitled to 
return to the classified service in the township fire department in the 
position held just prior to the appointment as fire chief. 

(3) The appointing authority of an urban township, as defined in section 
504.01 of the Revised Code, may appoint to a vacant position any one of the 
three highest scorers on the eligible list for a promotional examination. 

(4) The board of township trustees shall determine the number of 
personnel required and establish salary schedules and conditions of 
employment not in conflict with Chapter 124. of the Revised Code. 

(5) No person shall receive an original appointment as a permanent 
full-time paid member of the fire department of the township described in 
this division unless the person has received a certificate issued under former 
section 3303.07 or section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing the 
satisfactory completion of a firefighter training program. 

(6) Persons employed as firefighters in the township described in this 
division on the date a civil service commission is appointed pursuant to 
division (B) of section 124.40 of the Revised Code, without being required 
to pass a competitive examination or a firefighter training program, shall 
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retain their employment and any rank previously granted them by action of 
the board of township trustees or otherwise, but those persons are eligible 
for promotion only by compliance with Chapter 124. of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 507.02. When the office of township fiscal officer becomes vacant, 
or when a township fiscal officer is unable to carry out the duties of office 
because of illness, because of entering the military service of the United 
States, because of a court ordered suspension as provided for under section 
507.13 of the Revised Code, or because the fiscal officer is otherwise 
incapacitated or disqualified, the board of township trustees shall appoint a 
deputy fiscal officer, who shall have full power to discharge the duties of the 
office. The deputy fiscal officer shall serve during the period of time the 
fiscal officer is absent or incapacitated, or until a successor fiscal officer is 
appointed or elected and qualified as provided in section 503.24 of the 
Revised Code. Except as otherwise provided in section 3.061 of the Revised 
Code, before entering on the discharge of official duties, the deputy fiscal 
officer shall give bond, for the faithful discharge of official duties, as 
required under section 507.03 of the Revised Code. The board shall, by 
resolution, adjust and determine the compensation of the fiscal officer and 
deputy fiscal officer. The total compensation of both the fiscal officer and 
any deputy fiscal officer shall not exceed the sums fixed by section 507.09 
of the Revised Code in any one year. 

Sec. 511.01. If, in a township, a town hall is to be built, improved, 
enlarged, or removed at a cost greater than fifty th:ottsllfl:a Elollllfs the amount 
specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised Code, the board of township trustees 
shall submit the question to the electors of such township and shall certify 
their resolution to the board of elections not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the election. 

Sec. 511.12. The board of township trustees may prepare plans and 
specifications and make contracts for the construction and erection of a 
memorial building, monument, statue, or memorial, for the purposes 
specified and within the amount authorized by section 511.08 of the Revised 
Code. If the total estimated cost of the construction and erection exceeds 
fifty th:ottsltfta Elollllfs the amount s,pecified in section 9 .17 of the Revised 
Code, the contract shall be let by competitive bidding. If the estimated cost 
is fifty th:ottsEm:a EloHars the amount specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised 
Code or less, competitive bidding may be required at the board's discretion. 
In making contracts under this section, the board shall be governed as 
follows: 

(A) Contracts for construction when competitive bidding is required 
shall be based upon detailed plans, specifications, forms of bids, and 
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estimates of cost, adopted by the board. 
(B) Contracts shall be made in writing upon concurrence of a majority 

of the members of the board, and shall be signed by at least two of the 
members and by the contractor. If competitive bidding is required, no 
contract shall be made or signed until an advertisement has been placed in a 
newspaper, published or of general circulation in the township, at least 
twice. The board may also cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or 
other publications designated by it or to be distributed by electronic means, 
including posting the notice on the board's internet web site. If the board 
posts the notice on its web site, it may eliminate the second notice otherwise 
required to be published in a newspaper published or of general circulation 
in the township, provided that the first notice published in such newspaper 
meets all of the following requirements: 

(1) It is published at least two weeks before the opening ofbids. 
(2) It includes a statement that the notice is posted on the board's 

internet web site. 
(3) It includes the internet address of the board's internet web site. 
(4) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be accessed 

on the board's internet web site. 
(C) No contract shall be let by competitive bidding except to the lowest 

and best bidder, who shall meet the requirements of section 153.54 of the 
Revised Code. 

(D) When, in the opinion of the board, it becomes necessary in the 
prosecution of such work to make alterations or modifications in any 
contract, the alterations or modifications shall be made only by order of the 
board, and that order shall be of no effect until the price to be paid for the 
work or materials under the altered or modified contract has been agreed 
upon in writing and signed by the contractor and at least two members of the 
board. 

(E) No contract or alteration or modification of it shall be valid unless 
made in the manner provided in this section. 

(F) No project subject to this section shall be divided into component 
parts. separate projects. or separate items of work in order to avoid the 
reguirements of this section. 

Sec. 515.01. The board of township trustees may provide artificial lights 
for any road, highway, public place, or building under its supervision or 
control, or for any territory within the township and outside the boundaries 
of any municipal corporation, when the board determines that the public 
safety or welfare requires that the road, highway, public place, building, or 
territory shall be lighted. The lighting may be procured either by the 
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township installing a lighting system or by contracting with any person or 
corporation to furnish lights. 

If lights are furnished under contract, the contract may provide that the 
equipment employed may be owned by the township or by the person or 
corporation supplying the lights. 

If the board determines to procure lighting by contract and the total 
estimated cost of the contract exceeds fifty thottsfffl:d dollaFs the amount 
specified in section 9.17 of the Revised Code, the board shall prepare plans 
and specifications for the lighting equipment and shall, for two weeks, 
advertise for bids for furnishing the lighting equipment, either by posting the 
advertisement in three conspicuous places in the township or by publication 
of the advertisement once a week, for two consecutive weeks, in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the township. Any such contract for 
lighting shall be made with the lowest and best bidder. 

The board may also cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or other 
publications designated by it or to be distributed by electronic means, 
including posting the notice on the board's internet web site. If the board 
posts the notice on its web site, it may eliminate the second notice otherwise 
required to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
township, provided that the first notice published in such newspaper meets 
all of the following requirements: 

(A) It is published at least two weeks before the opening of bids. 
(B) It includes a statement that the notice is posted on the board's 

internet web site. 
(C) It includes the internet address of the board's internet web site. 
(D) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be accessed 

on the board's internet web site. 
No lighting contract awarded by the board shall be made to cover a 

period of more than twenty years. The cost of installing and operating any 
lighting system or any light furnished under contract shall be paid from the 
general fund of the township treasury. 

No procurement subject to this section shall be divided into component 
parts, separate projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the 
requirements of this section. 

Sec. 517 .07. Upon application, the board of township trustees shall sell 
at a reasonable price the number of lots as public wants demand for burial 
purposes. Purchasers of lots or other interment rights, upon complying with 
the terms of sale, may receive deeds for the lots or rights which the board 
shall execute Effl:d whieh shall ae FeeoFded ay the. The township fiscal officer 
shall record each deed in a book the township keeps for that purpose or with 
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the county recorder under section 317 .08 of the Revised Code. The expense 
of recording shall be paid by the person receiving the deed. Upon the 
application of a head of a family living in the township, the board shall, 
without charge, make and deliver to the applicant a deed for a suitable lot or 
right for the interment of the applicant's family, if, in the opinion of the 
board and by reason of the circumstances of the family, the payment would 
be oppressive. 

The terms of sale and any deed for lots executed after July 24, 1986, for 
an entombment, including a mausoleum, columbarium, or other interment 
right executed on or after September 29, 2015, may include the following 
requirements: 

(A) The grantee shall provide to the board of township trustees, in 
writing, a list of the names and addresses of the persons to whom the 
grantee's property would pass by intestate succession. 

(B) The grantee shall notify the board in writing of any subsequent 
changes in the name or address of any persons to whom property would 
descend. 

(C) Any person who receives a township cemetery lot or right by gift, 
inheritance, or any other means other than the original conveyance shall, 
within one year after receiving the interest, give written notice of the 
person's name and address to the board having control of the cemetery, and 
shall notify the board of any subsequent changes in the person's name or 
address. 

The terms of sale and any deed for any lots or rights executed in 
compliance with the notification requirements set forth in divisions (A), (B), 
and (C) of this section shall state that the board of township trustees shall 
have right of reentry to the cemetery lot or right if the notification 
requirements are not met. At least ninety days before establishing reentry, 
the board shall publish a notice on the board's internet web site, if 
applicable, and shall send a notice by certified mail to the last known owner 
at the owner's last known address to inform the owner that the owner's 
interest in the lot or right will cease unless the notification requirements are 
met. If the owner's address is unknown and cannot reasonably be obtained, it 
is sufficient to publish the notice once in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county. In order to establish reentry, the board shall pass a resolution 
stating that the conditions of the sale or of the deed have not been fulfilled, 
and that the board reclaims its interest in the lot or right. 

The board may limit the terms of sale or the deed for a cemetery lot or 
right by specifying that the owner, a member of the owner's family, or an 
owner's descendant must use the lot, tomb, including a mausoleum, or 
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columbarium, or at least a portion of the lot, tomb, including a mausoleum, 
or columbarium, within a specified time period. The board may specify this 
time period to be at least twenty but not more than fifty years, with right of 
renewal provided at no cost. At least ninety days before the termination date 
for use of the cemetery lot, tomb, including a mausoleum, or columbarium, 
the board shall publish a notice on the board's internet web site, if 
applicable, and shall send a notice to the owner to inform the owner that the 
owner's interest in the lot or right will cease on the termination date unless 
the owner contracts for renewal by that date. The board shall send the notice 
by certified mail to the owner if the owner is a resident of the township or is 
a nonresident whose address is known. If the owner's address is unknown 
and cannot reasonably be obtained, it is sufficient to publish the notice once 
in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. 

The terms of sale and any deed for lots or rights conveyed with a 
termination date shall state that the board shall have right of reentry to the 
lot or right at the end of the specified time period if the lot, tomb, including 
a mausoleum, or columbarium, is not used within this time period or 
renewed for an extended period. In order to establish reentry, the board shall 
pass a resolution stating that the conditions of the sale or of the deed have 
not been fulfilled, and that the board reclaims its interest in the lot or right. 
The board shall compensate owners of unused lots or rights who do not 
renew the terms of sale or the deed by offering to pay the owner eighty per 
cent of the purchase price or to provide another available lot or right, as 
applicable, at no additional cost. The board may repurchase any cemetery lot 
or right from its owner at any time at a price that is mutually agreed upon by 
the board and the owner. 

Sec. 517.271. Notwithstanding section 517.22 of the Revised Code, the 
company, association, or religious society that most recently owned and 
operated a cemetery currently owned by a board of township trustees may 
petition the probate court of the county in which the cemetery is located to 
transfer the ownership of the cemetery to the petitioner. 

If the court determines that the petitioner has met all of the following 
conditions, the court shall transfer the ownership of the cemetery to the 
petitioner and shall order the board and county recorder to give the 
petitioner all necessary records and documents concerning the cemetery, 
including records of the board's sale of any lots pursuant to section 517 .07 
of the Revised Code: 

(A) The petitioner has the financial resources necessary to operate and 
maintain the cemetery; 

(B) The petitioner is in compliance with all applicable laws and 
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administrative rules concerning the owners and operators of cemeteries, 
including registration under section 4767.02 of the Revised Code; and 

(C) The petitioner owes no delinquent taxes. 
Sec. 519.12. (A)(l) Amendments to the zoning resolution may be 

initiated by motion of the township zoning commission, by the passage of a 
resolution by the board of township trustees, or by the filing of an 
application by one or more of the owners or lessees of property within the 
area proposed to be changed or affected by the proposed amendment with 
the township zoning commission. The board of township trustees may 
require that the owner or lessee of property filing an application to amend 
the zoning resolution pay a fee to defray the cost of advertising, mailing, 
filing with the county recorder, and other expenses. If the board of township 
trustees requires such a fee, it shall be required generally, for each 
application. The board of township trustees, upon the passage of such a 
resolution, shall certify it to the township zoning commission. 

(2) Upon the adoption of a motion by the township zoning commission, 
the certification of a resolution by the board of township trustees to the 
commission, or the filing of an application by property owners or lessees as 
described in division (A)(l) of this section with the commission, the 
commission shall set a date for a public hearing, which date shall not be less 
than twenty nor more than forty days from the date of the certification of 
such a resolution, the date of adoption of such a motion, or the date of the 
filing of such an application. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the 
commission by one publication in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation in the township at least ten days before the date of the hearing. 

(B) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or 
fewer parcels of land, as listed on the county auditor's current tax list, 
written notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the township zoning 
commission, by first class mail, at least ten days before the date of the 
public hearing to all owners of property within and contiguous to and 
directly across the street from the area proposed to be rezoned or redistricted 
to the addresses of those owners appearing on the county auditor's current 
tax list. The failure of delivery of that notice shall not invalidate any such 
amendment. 

(C) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or 
fewer parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the 
published and mailed notices shall set forth the time, date, and place of the 
public hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the township zoning commission that will be 
conducting the hearing; 
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(2) A statement indicating that the motion, resolution, or application is 
an amendment to the zoning resolution; 

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be rezoned or redistricted 
by the proposed amendment and of the names of owners of those properties, 
as they appear on the county auditor's current tax list; 

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in the proposed 
amendment and the proposed zoning classification of that property; 

(5) The time and place where the motion, resolution, or application 
proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be available for examination 
for a period of at least ten days prior to the hearing; 

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing 
by publication, by mail, or by both publication and mail; 

(7) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing, the matter will 
be submitted to the board of township trustees for its action; 

(8) Any other information requested by the commission. 
(D) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the zoning resolution, 

or rezones or redistricts more than ten parcels of land as listed on the county 
auditor's current tax list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, 
and place of the public hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the township zoning commission that will be 
conducting the hearing on the proposed amendment; 

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is 
an amendment to the zoning resolution; 

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the proposed 
amendment will be available for examination for a period of at least ten days 
prior to the hearing; 

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing 
by publication; 

(5) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing, the matter will 
be submitted to the board of township trustees for its action; 

(6) Any other information requested by the commission. 
(E)(l)(a) Except as provided in division (E)(l)(b) of this section, within 

five days after the adoption of the motion described in division (A) of this 
section, the certification of the resolution described in division (A) of this 
section, or the filing of the application described in division (A) of this 
section, the township zoning commission shall transmit a copy of it together 
with text and map pertaining to it to the county or regional planning 
commission, if there is such a commission, for approval, disapproval, or 
suggestions. 

The county or regional planning commission shall recommend the 
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approval or denial of the proposed amendment or the approval of some 
modification of it and shall submit its recommendation to the township 
zoning commission. The recommendation shall be considered at the public 
hearing held by the township zoning commission on the proposed 
amendment. 

(b) The township zoning commission of a township that has adopted a 
limited home rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code is 
not subject to division (E)(l)(a) of this section but may choose to comply 
with division (E)(l )(a) of this section. 

(2) The township zoning commission, within thirty days after the 
hearing, shall recommend the approval or denial of the proposed 
amendment, or the approval of some modification of it, and submit that 
recommendation together with the motion, application, or resolution 
involved, the text and map pertaining to the proposed amendment, and the 
recommendation of the county or regional planning commission on it to the 
board of township trustees. 

(3) The board of township trustees, upon receipt of that 
recommendation, shall set a time for a public hearing on the proposed 
amendment, which date shall not be more than thirty days from the date of 
the receipt of that recommendation. Notice of the hearing shall be given by 
the board by one publication in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation in the township, at least ten days before the date of the hearing. 

(F) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or 
fewer parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the 
published notice shall set forth the time, date, and place of the public 
hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the board of township trustees that will be conducting 
the hearing; 

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is 
an amendment to the zoning resolution; 

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be rezoned or redistricted 
by the proposed amendment and of the names of owners of those properties, 
as they appear on the county auditor's current tax list; 

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in the proposed 
amendment and the proposed zoning classification of that property; 

(5) The time and place where the motion, application, or resolution 
proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be available for examination 
for a period of at least ten days prior to the hearing; 

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing 
by publication, by mail, or by both publication and mail; 
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(7) Any other information requested by the board. 
(G) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the zoning resolution, 

or rezones or redistricts more than ten parcels of land as listed on the county 
auditor's current tax list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, 
and place of the public hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the board of township trustees that will be conducting 
the hearing on the proposed amendment; 

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is 
an amendment to the zoning resolution; 

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the proposed 
amendment will be available for examination for a period of at least ten days 
prior to the hearing; 

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing 
by publication; 

(5) Any other information requested by the board. 
(H) Within twenty days after its public hearing, the board of township 

trustees shall either adopt or deny the recommendations of the township 
zoning commission or adopt some modification of them. If the board denies 
or modifies the commission's recommendations, a majority vote of the board 
shall be required. 

The proposed amendment, if adopted by the board, shall become 
effective in thirty days after the date of its adoption, unless, within thirty 
days after the adoption, there is presented to the board of township trustees a 
petition, signed by a number of registered electors residing in the 
unincorporated area of the township or part of that unincorporated area 
included in the zoning plan equal to not less than eigM fifteen per cent of the 
total vote cast for all candidates for governor in that area at the most recent 
general election at which a governor was elected, requesting the board of 
township trustees to submit the amendment to the electors of that area for 
approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the day of the next 
primary or general election that occurs at least ninety days after the petition 
is filed. Each part of this petition shall contain the number and the full and 
correct title, if any, of the zoning amendment resolution, motion, or 
application, furnishing the name by which the amendment is known and a 
brief summary of its contents. In addition to meeting the requirements of 
this section, each petition shall be governed by the rules specified in section 
3501.38 of the Revised Code. 

The form of a petition calling for a zoning referendum and the statement 
of the circulator shall be substantially as follows: 

"PETITION FOR ZONING REFERENDUM 
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(if the proposal is identified by a particular name or number, or both, these 
should be inserted here) ...................... . 

A proposal to amend the zoning map of the unincorporated area of 
............. Township, ................. County, Ohio, adopted ..... (date) .... . 
(followed by brief summary of the proposal). 

To the Board of Township Trustees of ..................... Township, 
................. County, Ohio: 

We, the undersigned, being electors residing in the unincorporated area 
of ....................... Township, included within the ............. Township Zoning 
Plan, equal to not less than eigM fifteen per cent of the total vote cast for all 
candidates for governor in the area at the preceding general election at 
which a governor was elected, request the Board of Township Trustees to 
submit this amendment of the zoning resolution to the electors of 
........................ Township residing within the unincorporated area of the 
township included in the .................. Township Zoning Resolution, for 
approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the day of the 
primary or general election to be held on ..... (date) ..... , pursuant to section 
519.12 of the Revised Code. 

Street Address Date of 
Signature or R.F.D. Township Precinct County Signing 

STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR 
I, ............. (name of circulator) .......... , declare under penalty of election 
falsification that I am an elector of the state of Ohio and reside at the address 
appearing below my signature; that I am the circulator of the foregoing part 
petition containing ....... (number) ....... signatures; that I have witnessed the 
affixing of every signature; that all signers were to the best of my 
knowledge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature is to the best 
of my knowledge and belief the signature of the person whose signature it 
purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 
of the Revised Code. 

(Signature of circulator) 

(Address of circulator's permanent 
residence in this state) 

(City, village, or township, 
and zip code) 
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WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY 
OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

The petition shall be filed with the board of township trustees and shall 
be accompanied by an appropriate map of the area affected by the zoning 
proposal. Within two weeks after receiving a petition filed under this 
section, the board of township trustees shall certify the petition to the board 
of elections. A petition filed under this section shall be certified to the board 
of elections not less than ninety days prior to the election at which the 
question is to be voted upon. 

The board of elections shall determine the sufficiency and validity of 
each petition certified to it by a board of township trustees under this 
section. If the board of elections determines that a petition is sufficient and 
valid, the question shall be voted upon at a special election to be held on the 
day of the next primary or general election that occurs at least ninety days 
after the date the petition is filed with the board of township trustees, 
regardless of whether any election will be held to nominate or elect 
candidates on that day. 

No amendment for which such a referendum vote has been requested 
shall be put into effect unless a majority of the vote cast on the issue is in 
favor of the amendment. Upon certification by the board of elections that the 
amendment has been approved by the voters, it shall take immediate effect. 

Within five working days after an amendment's effective date, the board 
of township trustees shall file the text and maps of the amendment in the 
office of the county recorder and with the county or regional planning 
commission, if one exists. 

The failure to file any amendment, or any text and maps, or duplicates 
of any of these documents, with the office of the county recorder or the 
county or regional planning commission as required by this section does not 
invalidate the amendment and is not grounds for an appeal of any decision 
of the board of zoning appeals. 

Sec. 519.25. In any township in which there is in force a plan of 
township zoning, the plan may be repealed by the board of township trustees 
in the following manner: 

(A) The board may adopt a resolution upon its own initiative. 
(B) The board shall adopt a resolution if there is presented to it a 

petition, similar in all relevant aspects to that prescribed in section 519 .12 of 
the Revised Code, signed by a number of qualified electors residing in the 
unincorporated area of such township included in the zoning plan equal to 
not less than etgM fifteen per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for 
governor in such area at the most recent general election at which a 
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governor was elected, requesting that the question of whether or not the plan 
of zoning in effect in such township shall be repealed be submitted to the 
electors residing in the unincorporated area of the township included in the 
zoning plan at a special election to be held on the day of the next primary or 
general election. The resolution adopted by the board of township trustees to 
cause such question to be submitted to the electors shall be certified to the 
board of elections not later than ninety days prior to the day of election at 
which said question is to be voted upon. In the event a majority of the vote 
cast on such question in the township is in favor of repeal of zoning, then 
such regulations shall no longer be of any effect. Not more than one such 
election shall be held in any two calendar years. 

Sec. 519.26. A final judgment on the merits issued by a court of 
competent jurisdiction pursuant to its power of review under Chapter 2506. 
of the Revised Code, on claims brought under this chapter, does not 
preclude later claims for damages, including claims brought under 42 U.S.C. 
1983, even if the common law doctrine of res judicata would otherwise bar 
the claim. 

The general assembly intends that this section be construed to override 
the federal sixth circuit court of appeals's decision in the case Lavon Moore 
v. Hiram Twv., 988 F.3d 353 (6th Cir. 2021). 

Sec. 713.16. A final judgment on the merits issued by a court of 
competent jurisdiction pursuant to its power of review under Chapter 2506. 
of the Revised Code, on claims brought under this chapter, does not 
preclude later claims for damages, including claims brought under 42 U.S.C. 
1983, even if the common law doctrine of res judicata would otherwise bar 
the claim. 

The general assembly intends that this section be construed to override 
the federal sixth circuit court of appeals's decision in the case Lavon Moore 
v. Hiram Twp., 988 F.3d 353 (6th Cir. 2021). 

Sec. 715.18. Any municipal corporation may establish and furnish the 
necessary equipment for a department of purchase, construction, and repair. 
Such department shall be under the management of the director of public 
service, who shall purchase all material, supplies, tools, machinery, and 
equipment, and shall supervise all construction, alterations, and repairs in 
each of the municipal departments whether established by law or ordinance. 

No such purchase, construction, alteration, or repair shall be made 
except upon requisition by the director, the officer at the head of the 
department for which it is to be made or done, or upon the order of the 
legislative authority of the municipal corporation, nor shall any purchase, 
construction, alteration, or repair for any of such departments be made or 
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done except on authority of the legislative authority and under sections 
735.05 to 735.09 of the Revised Code, if the cost thereof exceeds feft 
tl:tousana aollafs the amount specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 715.691. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Contracting party" means a municipal corporation that has entered 

into a joint economic development zone contract or any party succeeding to 
the municipal corporation, or a township that entered into a joint economic 
development zone contract with a municipal corporation. 

(2) "Zone" means a joint economic development zone designated under 
this section. 

(3) "Substantial amendment" means an amendment to a joint economic 
development zone contract that increases the rate of municipal income tax 
that may be imposed within the zone, changes the purposes for which 
municipal income tax revenue derived from the zone may be used, or adds 
new territory to the zone. 

(B) This section provides procedures and requirements for creating and 
operating a joint economic development zone. This section applies only if 
one of the contracting parties to the zone does not levy a municipal income 
tax under Chapter 718. of the Revised Code. 

At any time before January 1, 2015, two or more municipal corporations 
or one or more townships and one or more municipal corporations may enter 
into a contract whereby they agree to share in the costs of improvements for 
an area or areas located in one or more of the contracting parties that they 
designate as a joint economic development zone for the purpose of 
facilitating new or expanded growth for commercial or economic 
development in the state. The contract and zone shall meet the requirements 
of divisions (B) to (J) of this section. 

(C) The contract shall set forth each contracting party's contribution to 
the joint economic development zone. The contributions may be in any form 
that the contracting parties agree to, and may include, but are not limited to, 
the provision of services, money, or equipment. The contract may be 
amended, renewed, or terminated with the consent of the contracting parties, 
subject to division (K) of this section. The contract shall continue in 
existence throughout the term it specifies and shall be binding on the 
contracting parties and on any entities succeeding to the contracting parties. 
If the contract is approved by the electors of any contracting party under 
division (F) of this section or substantially amended after the effective date 
of H.B. 289 of the 130th general assembly, June 5, 2014, the contracting 
parties shall include within the contract or the amendment to the contract an 
economic development plan for the zone, a schedule for the implementation 
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or prov1s10n of any new, expanded, or additional services, facilities, or 
improvements within the zone or in the area surrounding the zone, and any 
provisions necessary for the contracting parties to create a joint economic 
development review council in compliance with section 715.692 of the 
Revised Code. 

(D) Before the legislative authority of any of the contracting parties 
enacts an ordinance or resolution approving a contract to designate a joint 
economic development zone, the legislative authority of each of the 
contracting parties shall hold a public hearing concerning the contract and 
zone. Each legislative authority shall provide at least thirty days' public 
notice of the time and place of the public hearing in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the municipal corporation or township. During the thirty-day 
period prior to the public hearing, all of the following documents shall be 
available for public inspection in the office of the clerk of the legislative 
authority of a municipal corporation that is a contracting party and in the 
office of the fiscal officer of a township that is a contracting party: 

(1) A copy of the contract designating the zone; 
(2) A description of the area or areas to be included in the zone, 

including a map in sufficient detail to denote the specific boundaries of the 
area or areas; 

(3) An economic development plan for the zone that includes a schedule 
for the provision of any new, expanded, or additional services, facilities, or 
improvements. 

A public hearing held under division (D) of this section shall allow for 
public comment and recommendations on the contract and zone. The 
contracting parties may include in the contract any of those 
recommendations prior to approval of the contract. 

(E) After the public hearings required under division (D) of this section 
have been held and the economic development plan has been approved 
under division (D) of section 715.692 of the Revised Code, and before 
January 1, 2015, each contracting party may enact an ordinance or 
resolution approving the contract to designate a joint economic development 
zone. After each contracting party has enacted an ordinance or resolution, 
the clerk of the legislative authority of a municipal corporation that is a 
contracting party and the fiscal officer of a township that is a contracting 
party shall file with the board of elections of each county within which a 
contracting party is located a copy of the ordinance or resolution approving 
the contract and shall direct the board of elections to submit the ordinance or 
resolution to the electors of the contracting party on the day of the next 
general, primary, or special election occurring at least ninety days after the 
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ordinance or resolution is filed with the board of elections. If any of the 
contracting parties is a township, however, then only the township or 
townships shall submit the resolution to the electors. The board of elections 
shall not submit an ordinance or resolution filed under this division to the 
electors at any election occurring on or after January 1, 2015. 

(F)(l) If a vote is required to approve a municipal corporation as a 
contracting party to a joint economic development zone under this section, 
the ballot shall be in the following form: 

"Shall the ordinance of the legislative authority of the ( city or village) of 
(name of contracting party) approving the contract with (name of each other 
contracting party) for the designation of a joint economic development zone 
be approved? 

J:<OR THE ORDINANCE 
AND CONTRACT 
AGAINST THE " 
ORDINANCE AND 
CONTRACT 

(2) If a vote is required to approve a township as a contracting party to a 
joint economic development zone under this section, the ballot shall be in 
the following form: 

"Shall the resolution of the board of township trustees of the township 
of (name of contracting party) approving the contract with (name of each 
other contracting party) for the designation of a joint economic development 
zone be approved? 

FOR THE ORDINANCE 
k'\ND CONTRACT 

IIk'\GAINST THE 
ORDINANCE AND 
CONTRACT 

If a majority of the electors of each contracting party voting on the issue 
vote for the ordinance or resolution and contract, the ordinance or resolution 
shall become effective immediately and the contract shall go into effect 
immediately or in accordance with its terms. 

(G)(l) A board of directors shall govern each joint economic 
development zone created under this section. The members of the board 
shall be appointed as provided in the contract. Each of the contracting 
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parties shall appoint three members to the board. Terms for each member 
shall be for two years, each term ending on the same day of the month of the 
year as did the term that it succeeds. A member may be reappointed to the 
board. 

(2) Membership on the board is not the holding of a public office or 
employment within the meaning of any section of the Revised Code or any 
charter provision prohibiting the holding of other public office or 
employment. Membership on the board is not a direct or indirect interest in 
a contract or expenditure of money by a municipal corporation, township, 
county, or other political subdivision with which a member may be 
affiliated. Notwithstanding any provision of law or a charter to the contrary, 
no member of the board shall forfeit or be disqualified from holding any 
public office or employment by reason of membership on the board. 

(3) The board is a public body for the purposes of section 121.22 of the 
Revised Code. Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code applies to the board and 
the zone. 

(H) The contract may grant to the board of directors appointed under 
division (G) of this section the power to adopt a resolution to levy an 
income tax within the zone. The income tax shall be used for the purposes of 
the zone and for the purposes of the contracting parties pursuant to the 
contract. Not less than fifty per cent of the revenue from the tax shall be 
used solely to provide the new, expanded, or additional services, facilities, 
or improvements specified in the economic development plan until all such 
services, facilities, or improvements have been completed as specified in 
that plan. The income tax may be levied in the zone based on income earned 
by persons working within the zone and on the net profits of businesses 
located in the zone. The income tax is subject to Chapter 718. of the Revised 
Code, except that a vote shall be required by the electors residing in the zone 
to approve the rate of income tax unless a majority of the electors residing 
within the zone, as determined by the total number of votes cast in the zone 
for the office of governor at the most recent general election for that office, 
submit a petition to the board requesting that the election provided for in 
division (H)(l) of this section not be held. If no electors reside within the 
zone, then division (H)(3) of this section applies. The rate of the income tax 
shall be no higher than the highest rate being levied by a municipal 
corporation that is a party to the contract. 

(1) The board of directors may levy an income tax at a rate that is not 
higher than the highest rate being levied by a municipal corporation that is a 
party to the contract, provided that the rate of the income tax is first 
submitted to and approved by the electors of the zone at the succeeding 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
532 

regular or primary election, or a special election called by the board, 
occurring subsequent to ninety days after a certified copy of the resolution 
levying the income tax and calling for the election is filed with the board of 
elections. If the voters approve the levy of the income tax, the income tax 
shall be in force for the full period of the contract establishing the zone. No 
election shall be held under this section if a majority of the electors residing 
within the zone, determined as specified in division (H) of this section, 
submit a petition to that effect to the board of directors. Any increase in the 
rate of an income tax by the board of directors shall be approved by a vote 
of the electors of the zone and shall be in force for the remaining period of 
the contract establishing the zone. 

(2) Whenever a zone is located in the territory of more than one 
contracting party, a majority vote of the electors in each of the several 
portions of the territory of the contracting parties constituting the zone 
approving the levy of the tax is required before it may be imposed under 
division (H) of this section. 

(3) If no electors reside in the zone, no election for the approval or 
rejection of an income tax shall be held under this section, provided that 
where no electors reside in the zone, the rate of the income tax shall be no 
higher than the highest rate being levied by a municipal corporation that is a 
party to the contract. 

(4) The board of directors of a zone levying an income tax shall enter 
into an agreement with one of the municipal corporations that is a party to 
the contract to administer, collect, and enforce the income tax on behalf of 
the zone. 

(5) The board of directors of a zone shall publish or post public notice 
vtithin the ;;i;one of any resolution adopted levying an income tax in the se:me 
manner retJ.Uired of HtUnieipe:l eorporntions UH:der sections 731.21 e:nd 
731.25 of the Re•tised Code in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
zone once a week for two consecutive weeks or as provided in section 7 .16 
of the Revised Code, before the resolution takes effect. In zones in which no 
newspaper is generally circulated, notice shall be accomplished by posting 
copies in not less than five of the most public places in the district, as 
determined by the board of directors, for a period of not less than fifteen 
days before the effective date of the resolution. 

(I)(l) If for any reason a contracting party reverts to or has its 
boundaries changed so that it is classified as a township that is the entity 
succeeding to that contracting party, the township is considered to be a 
municipal corporation for the purposes of the contract for the full period of 
the contract establishing the joint economic development zone, except that if 
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that contracting party is administering, collecting, and enforcing the income 
tax on behalf of the district as provided in division (H)( 4) of this section, the 
contract shall be amended to allow one of the other contracting parties to 
administer, collect, and enforce that tax. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other section of the Revised Code, if there is 
any change in the boundaries of a township so that a municipal corporation 
once located within the township is no longer so located, the township shall 
remain in existence even though its remaining unincorporated area contains 
less than twenty-two square miles, if the township has been or becomes a 
party to a contract creating a joint economic development zone under this 
section or the contract creating that joint economic development zone under 
this section is terminated or repudiated for any reason by any party or 
person. The township shall continue its existing status in all respects, 
including having the same form of government and the same elected board 
of trustees as its governing body. The township shall continue to receive all 
of its tax levies and sources of income as a township in accordance with any 
section of the Revised Code, whether the levies and sources of income 
generate millage within the ten-mill limitation or in excess of the ten-mill 
limitation. The name of the township may be changed to the name of the 
contracting party appearing in the contract creating a joint economic 
development zone under this section, so long as the name does not conflict 
with any other name in the state that has been certified by the secretary of 
state. The township shall have all of the powers set out in sections 715.79, 
715.80, and 715.81 of the Revised Code. 

(J) If, after creating and operating a joint economic development zone 
under this section, a contracting party that did not levy a municipal income 
tax under Chapter 718. of the Revised Code levies such a tax, the tax shall 
not apply to the zone for the full period of the contract establishing the zone 
if the board of directors of the zone has levied an income tax as provided in 
division (H) of this section. 

(K) No substantial amendment may be made to any joint economic 
development zone contract after December 31, 2014. 

Sec. 715.693. (A) The requirement in division (C) of section 121.22 of 
the Revised Code that a member of a public body be present in person at a 
meeting open to the public in order to be part of a quorum or to vote does 
not apply to a board of directors of a joint economic development zone 
created under section 715.691 of the Revised Code, or a joint economic 
development review council created under section 715.692 of the Revised 
Code, if the board or council holds the meeting by interactive video 
conference or by teleconference in the following manner: 
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(1) The board or council establishes a primacy meeting location that is 
open and accessible to the public. 

(2) Meeting-related materials that are available before the meeting are 
sent via electronic mail, facsimile, hand-delivecy, or United States postal 
service to each member. 

(3) In the case of an interactive video conference, the board or council 
causes a clear video and audio connection to be established that enables all 
meeting participants at the primacy meeting location to see and hear each 
member. 

(4) In the case of a teleconference. the board or the council causes a 
clear audio connection to be established that enables all meeting participants 
at the primacy meeting location to hear each member. 

(5) All board or council members have the capability to receive 
meeting-related materials that are distributed during a meeting. 

(6) A roll call voice vote is recorded for each vote taken. 
(7) The minutes of the board or council meeting identify which 

members remotely attended the meeting by interactive video conference or 
teleconference. 

If the board or council proceeds under this section, use of an interactive 
video conference is preferred, but nothing in this section prohibits the 
council from conducting its meetings by teleconference or by a combination 
of interactive video conference and teleconference at the same meeting. 

(B) A board of directors or a joint economic development review 
council shall adopt rules necessacy to implement this section. At a 
minimum, the rules shall do all of the following: 

(1) Authorize members to remotely attend a meeting by interactive 
video conference or teleconference, or by a combination thereof, in lieu of 
attending the meeting in person: 

(2) Establish a minimum number of members that must be physically 
present in person at the primacy meeting location if the board or council 
conducts a meeting by interactive video conference or teleconference: 

(3) Require that not more than one member remotely attending a 
meeting by teleconference is permitted to be physically present at the same 
remote location: 

(4) Establish geographic restrictions for participation in meetings by 
interactive video conference and by teleconference: 

(5) Establish a policy for distributing and circulating meeting-related 
materials to members, the public, and the media in advance of or during a 
meeting at which members are permitted to attend by interactive video 
conference or teleconference: 
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(6) Establish a method for verifying the identity of a member who 
remotely attends a meeting by teleconference. 

Sec. 715.70. (A) This section and section 715.71 of the Revised Code 
apply only to: 

(1) Municipal corporations and townships within a county that has 
adopted a charter under Sections 3 and 4 of Article X, Ohio Constitution; 

(2) Municipal corporations and townships that have created a joint 
economic development district comprised entirely of real property owned by 
a municipal corporation at the time the district was created under this 
section. The real property owned by the municipal corporation shall include 
an airport owned by the municipal corporation and located entirely beyond 
the municipal corporation's corporate boundary. 

(3) Municipal corporations or townships that are part of or contiguous to 
a transportation improvement district created under Chapter 5540. of the 
Revised Code and that have created a joint economic development district 
under this section or section 715.71 of the Revised Code prior to November 
15, 1995; 

(4) Municipal corporations that have previously entered into a contract 
creating a joint economic development district pursuant to division (A)(2) of 
this section, even if the territory to be included in the district does not meet 
the requirements of that division. 

(B)(l) One or more municipal corporations and one or more townships 
may enter into a contract approved by the legislative authority of each 
contracting party pursuant to which they create as a joint economic 
development district an area or areas for the purpose of facilitating 
economic development to create or preserve jobs and employment 
opportunities and to improve the economic welfare of the people in the state 
and in the area of the contracting parties. A municipal corporation described 
in division (A)( 4) of this section may enter into a contract with other 
municipal corporations and townships to create a new joint economic 
development district. In a district that includes a municipal corporation 
described in division (A)(4) of this section, the territory of each of the 
contracting parties shall be contiguous to the territory of at least one other 
contracting party, or contiguous to the territory of a township or municipal 
corporation that is contiguous to another contracting party, even if the 
intervening township or municipal corporation is not a contracting party. 
The area or areas of land to be included in the district shall not include any 
parcel of land owned in fee by a municipal corporation or a township or 
parcel of land that is leased to a municipal corporation or a township, unless 
the municipal corporation or township is a party to the contract or unless the 
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municipal corporation or township has given its consent to have its parcel of 
land included in the district by the adoption of a resolution. As used in this 
division, "parcel of land" means any parcel of land owned by a municipal 
corporation or a township for at least a six-month period within a five-year 
period prior to the creation of a district, but "parcel of land" does not include 
streets or public ways and sewer, water, and other utility lines whether 
owned in fee or otherwise. 

The district created shall be located within the territory of one or more 
of the participating parties and may consist of all or a portion of such 
territory. The boundaries of the district shall be described in the contract or 
in an addendum to the contract. 

(2) Prior to the public hearing to be held pursuant to division (D)(2) of 
this section, the participating parties shall give a copy of the proposed 
contract to each municipal corporation located within one-quarter mile of 
the proposed joint economic development district and not otherwise a party 
to the contract, and afford the municipal corporation the reasonable 
opportunity, for a period of thirty days following receipt of the proposed 
contract, to make comments and suggestions to the participating parties 
regarding elements contained in the proposed contract. 

(3) The district shall not exceed two thousand acres in area. The 
territory of the district shall not completely surround territory that is not 
included within the boundaries of the district. 

(4) Sections 503.07 to 503.12 of the Revised Code do not apply to 
territory included within a district created pursuant to this section as long as 
the contract creating the district is in effect, unless the legislative authority 
of each municipal corporation and the board of township trustees of each 
township included in the district consent, by ordinance or resolution, to the 
application of those sections of the Revised Code. 

(5) Upon the execution of the contract creating the district by the parties 
to the contract, a participating municipal corporation or township included 
within the district shall file a copy of the fully executed contract with the 
county recorder of each county within which a party to the contract is 
located, in the miscellaneous records of the county. No annexation 
proceeding pursuant to Chapter 709. of the Revised Code that proposes the 
annexation to, merger, or consolidation with a municipal corporation of any 
unincorporated territory within the district shall be commenced for a period 
of three years after the contract is filed with the county recorder of each 
county within which a party to the contract is located unless each board of 
township trustees whose territory is included, in whole or part, within the 
district and the territory proposed to be annexed, merged, or consolidated 
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adopts a resolution consenting to the commencement of the proceeding and 
a copy of the resolution is filed with the legislative authority of each county 
within which a party to the contract is located or unless the contract is 
terminated during this period. 

The contract entered into between the municipal corporations and 
townships pursuant to this section may provide for the prohibition of any 
annexation by the participating municipal corporations of any 
unincorporated territory within the district beyond the three-year mandatory 
prohibition of any annexation provided for in division (B)(5) of this section. 

(C)(l) After the legislative authority of a municipal corporation and the 
board of township trustees have adopted an ordinance and resolution 
approving a contract to create a joint economic development district 
pursuant to this section, and after a contract has been signed, the municipal 
corporations and townships shall jointly file a petition with the legislative 
authority of each county within which a party to the contract is located. 

(a) The petition shall contain all of the following: 
(i) A statement that the area or areas of the district is are not greater than 

two thousand acres and is are located within the territory of one or more of 
the contracting parties; 

(ii) A brief summary of the services to be provided by each party to the 
contract or a reference to the portion of the contract describing those 
services; 

(iii) A description of the area or areas to be designated as the district; 
(iv) The signature of a representative of each of the contracting parties. 
(b) The following documents shall be filed with the petition: 
(i) A signed copy of the contract, together with copies of district maps 

and plans related to or part of the contract; 
(ii) A certified copy of the ordinances and resolutions of the contracting 

parties approving the contract; 
(iii) A certificate from each of the contracting parties indicating that the 

public hearings required by division (D)(2) of this section have been held, 
the date of the hearings, and evidence of publication of the notice of the 
hearings; 

(iv) One or more signed statements of persons who are owners of 
property located in whole or in part within the area to be designated as the 
district, requesting that the property be included within the district, provided 
that those statements shall represent a majority of the persons owning 
property located in whole or in part within the district and persons owning a 
majority of the acreage located within the district. A signature may be 
withdrawn by the signer up to but not after the time of the public hearing 
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required by division (D)(2) of this section. 
(2) The legislative authority of each county within which a party to the 

contract is located shall adopt a resolution approving the petition for the 
creation of the district if the petition and other documents have been filed in 
accordance with the requirements of division (C)(l) of this section. If the 
petition and other documents do not substantially meet the requirements of 
that division, the legislative authority of any county within which a party to 
the contract is located may adopt a resolution disapproving the petition for 
the creation of the district. The legislative authority of each county within 
which a party to the contract is located shall adopt a resolution approving or 
disapproving the petition within thirty days after the petition was filed. If the 
legislative authority of each such county does not adopt the resolution 
within the thirty-day period, the petition shall be deemed approved and the 
contract shall go into effect immediately after that approval or at such other 
time as the contract specifies. 

(D)(l) The contract creating the district shall set forth or provide for the 
amount or nature of the contribution of each municipal corporation and 
township to the development and operation of the district and may provide 
for the sharing of the costs of the operation of and improvements for the 
district. The contributions may be in any form to which the contracting 
municipal corporations and townships agree and may include but are not 
limited to the provision of services, money, real or personal property, 
facilities, or equipment. The contract may provide for the contracting parties 
to share revenue from taxes levied on property by one or more of the 
contracting parties if those revenues may lawfully be applied to that purpose 
under the legislation by which those taxes are levied. The contract shall 
provide for new, expanded, or additional services, facilities, or 
improvements, including expanded or additional capacity for or other 
enhancement of existing services, facilities, or improvements, provided that 
those services, facilities, or improvements, or expanded or additional 
capacity for or enhancement of existing services, facilities, or 
improvements, required herein have been provided within the two-year 
period prior to the execution of the contract. 

(2) Before the legislative authority of a municipal corporation or a board 
of township trustees passes any ordinance or resolution approving a contract 
to create a joint economic development district pursuant to this section, the 
legislative authority of the municipal corporation and the board of township 
trustees shall each hold a public hearing concerning the joint economic 
development district contract and shall provide thirty days' public notice of 
the time and place of the public hearing in a newspaper of general 
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circulation in the municipal corporation and the township. The board of 
township trustees may provide additional notice to township residents in 
accordance with section 9.03 of the Revised Code, and any additional notice 
shall include the public hearing announcement; a summary of the terms of 
the contract; a statement that the entire text of the contract and district maps 
and plans are on file for public examination in the office of the township 
fiscal officer; and information pertaining to any tax changes that will or may 
occur as a result of the contract. 

During the thirty-day period prior to the public hearing, a copy of the 
text of the contract together with copies of district maps and plans related to 
or part of the contract shall be on file, for public examination, in the offices 
of the clerk of the legislative authority of the municipal corporation and of 
the township fiscal officer. The public hearing provided for in division 
(D)(2) of this section shall allow for public comment and recommendations 
from the public on the proposed contract. The contracting parties may 
include in the contract any of those recommendations prior to the approval 
of the contract. 

(3) Any resolution of the board of township trustees that approves a 
contract that creates a joint economic development district pursuant to this 
section shall be subject to a referendum of the electors of the township. 
When a referendum petition, signed by ten per cent of the number of 
electors in the township who voted for the office of governor at the most 
recent general election for the office of governor, is presented to the board 
of township trustees within thirty days after the board of township trustees 
adopted the resolution, ordering that the resolution be submitted to the 
electors of the township for their approval or rejection, the board of 
township trustees shall, after ten days and not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the election, certify the text of the resolution to the 
board of elections. The board of elections shall submit the resolution to the 
electors of the township for their approval or rejection at the next general, 
primary, or special election occurring subsequent to ninety days after the 
certifying of the petition to the board of elections. 

(4) Upon the creation of a district under this section or section 715.71 of 
the Revised Code, one of the contracting parties shall file a copy of the 
following with the director of development: 

(a) The petition and other documents described in division (C)(l) of this 
section, if the district is created under this section; 

(b) The documents described in division (D) of section 715.71 of the 
Revised Code, if the district is created under this section. 

(E) The district created by the contract shall be governed by a board of 
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directors that shall be established by or pursuant to the contract. The board 
is a public body for the purposes of section 121.22 of the Revised Code. The 
provisions of Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code apply to the board and the 
district. The members of the board shall be appointed as provided in the 
contract from among the elected members of the legislative authorities and 
the elected chief executive officers of the contracting parties, provided that 
there shall be at least two members appointed from each of the contracting 
parties. 

(F) The contract shall enumerate the specific powers, duties, and 
functions of the board of directors of a district, and the contract shall 
provide for the determination of procedures that are to govern the board of 
directors. The contract may grant to the board the power to adopt a 
resolution to levy an income tax within the district. The income tax shall be 
used for the purposes of the district and for the purposes of the contracting 
municipal corporations and townships pursuant to the contract. The income 
tax may be levied in the district based on income earned by persons working 
or residing within the district and based on the net profits of businesses 
located in the district. The income tax shall follow the provisions of Chapter 
718. of the Revised Code, except that a vote shall be required by the electors 
residing in the district to approve the rate of income tax. If no electors reside 
within the district, then division (F)( 4) of this section applies. The rate of the 
income tax shall be no higher than the highest rate being levied by a 
municipal corporation that is a party to the contract. 

(1) Within one hundred eighty days after the first meeting of the board 
of directors, the board may levy an income tax, provided that the rate of the 
income tax is first submitted to and approved by the electors of the district at 
the succeeding regular or primary election, or a special election called by the 
board, occurring subsequent to ninety days after a certified copy of the 
resolution levying the income tax and calling for the election is filed with 
the board of elections. If the voters approve the levy of the income tax, the 
income tax shall be in force for the full period of the contract establishing 
the district. Any increase in the rate of an income tax that was first levied 
within one hundred eighty days after the first meeting of the board of 
directors shall be approved by a vote of the electors of the district, shall be 
in force for the remaining period of the contract establishing the district, and 
shall not be subject to division (F)(2) of this section. 

(2) Any resolution of the board of directors levying an income tax that is 
adopted subsequent to one hundred eighty days after the first meeting of the 
board of directors shall be subject to a referendum as provided in division 
(F)(2) of this section. Any resolution of the board of directors levying an 
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income tax that is adopted subsequent to one hundred eighty days after the 
first meeting of the board of directors shall be subject to an initiative 
proceeding to amend or repeal the resolution levying the income tax as 
provided in division (F)(2) of this section. When a referendum petition, 
signed by ten per cent of the number of electors in the district who voted for 
the office of governor at the most recent general election for the office of 
governor, is filed with the county auditor of each county within which a 
party to the contract is located within thirty days after the resolution is 
adopted by the board or when an initiative petition, signed by ten per cent of 
the number of electors in the district who voted for the office of governor at 
the most recent general election for the office of governor, is filed with the 
county auditor of each such county ordering that a resolution to amend or 
repeal a prior resolution levying an income tax be submitted to the electors 
within the district for their approval or rejection, the county auditor of each 
such county, after ten days and not later than four p.m. of the ninetieth day 
before the election, shall certify the text of the resolution to the board of 
elections of that county. The county auditor of each such county shall retain 
the petition. The board of elections shall submit the resolution to such 
electors, for their approval or rejection, at the next general, primary, or 
special election occurring subsequent to ninety days after the certifying of 
such petition to the board of elections. 

(3) Whenever a district is located in the territory of more than one 
contracting party, a majority vote of the electors, if any, in each of the 
several portions of the territory of the contracting parties constituting the 
district approving the levy of the tax is required before it may be imposed 
pursuant to this division. 

(4) If there are no electors residing in the district, no election for the 
approval or rejection of an income tax shall be held pursuant to this section, 
provided that where no electors reside in the district, the maximum rate of 
the income tax that may be levied shall not exceed one per cent. 

(5) The board of directors of a district levying an income tax shall enter 
into an agreement with one of the municipal corporations that is a party to 
the contract to administer, collect, and enforce the income tax on behalf of 
the district. The resolution levying the income tax shall provide the same 
credits, if any, to residents of the district for income taxes paid to other such 
districts or municipal corporations where the residents work, as credits 
provided to residents of the municipal corporation administering the income 
tax. 

(6)(a) The board shall publish or post public notice v,ithiH the distFiet of 
any resolution adopted levying an income tax iH the same manneF Feqttifed 
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of fflUH:ieif'al eoff)OfatioH:s uH:def seetioH:s 731.21 l:lfl:d 731.25 of the Re•tised 
te4e in a newspaper of general circulation within the district once a week 
for two consecutive weeks or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised 
Code, before the resolution takes effect. In districts in which no newspaper 
is generally circulated, notice shall be accomplished by posting copies in not 
less than five of the most public places in the district, as determined by the 
board, for a period of not less than fifteen days before the effective date of 
the resolution. 

(b) Except as otherwise specified by this division, any referendum or 
initiative proceeding within a district shall be conducted in the same manner 
as is required for such proceedings within a municipal corporation pursuant 
to sections 731.28 to 731 .40 of the Revised Code. 

(G) Membership on the board of directors does not constitute the 
holding of a public office or employment within the meaning of any section 
of the Revised Code or any charter provision prohibiting the holding of 
other public office or employment, and shall not constitute an interest, either 
direct or indirect, in a contract or expenditure of money by any municipal 
corporation, township, county, or other political subdivision with which the 
member may be connected. No member of a board of directors shall be 
disqualified from holding any public office or employment, nor shall such 
member forfeit or be disqualified from holding any such office or 
employment, by reason of the member's membership on the board of 
directors, notwithstanding any law or charter provision to the contrary. 

(H) The powers and authorizations granted pursuant to this section or 
section 715. 71 of the Revised Code are in addition to and not in derogation 
of all other powers granted to municipal corporations and townships 
pursuant to law. When exercising a power or performing a function or duty 
under a contract authorized pursuant to this section or section 715.71 of the 
Revised Code, a municipal corporation may exercise all of the powers of a 
municipal corporation, and may perform all the functions and duties of a 
municipal corporation, within the district, pursuant to and to the extent 
consistent with the contract. When exercising a power or performing a 
function or duty under a contract authorized pursuant to this section or 
section 715.71 of the Revised Code, a township may exercise all of the 
powers of a township, and may perform all the functions and duties of a 
township, within the district, pursuant to and to the extent consistent with 
the contract. The district board of directors has no powers except those 
specifically set forth in the contract as agreed to by the participating parties. 
No political subdivision shall authorize or grant any tax exemption pursuant 
to Chapter 1728. or section 3735.67, 5709.62, 5709.63, or 5709.632 of the 
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Revised Code on any property located within the district without the consent 
of the contracting parties. The prohibition for any tax exemption pursuant to 
this division shall not apply to any exemption filed, pending, or approved, or 
for which an agreement has been entered into, before the effective date of 
the contract entered into by the parties. 

(I) Municipal corporations and townships may enter into binding 
agreements pursuant to a contract authorized under this section or section 
715.71 of the Revised Code with respect to the substance and administration 
of zoning and other land use regulations, building codes, public permanent 
improvements, and other regulatory and proprietary matters that are 
determined, pursuant to the contract, to be for a public purpose and to be 
desirable with respect to the operation of the district or to facilitate new or 
expanded economic development in the state or the district, provided that no 
contract shall exempt the territory within the district from the procedures 
and processes of land use regulation applicable pursuant to municipal 
corporation, township, and county regulations, including but not limited to 
procedures and processes concerning zoning. 

(J) A contract creating a joint economic development district under this 
section or section 715. 71 of the Revised Code may designate property as a 
community entertainment district or may be amended to designate property 
as a community entertainment district as prescribed in division (D) of 
section 4301.80 of the Revised Code. A joint economic development district 
contract or amendment designating a community entertainment district shall 
include all information and documentation described in divisions (B)(l) 
through (6) of section 4301.80 of the Revised Code. The public notice 
required under division (0)(2) of this section and division (C) of section 
715.71 of the Revised Code shall specify that the contract designates a 
community entertainment district and describe the location of that district. 
Except as provided in division (F) of section 4301.80 of the Revised Code, 
an area designated as a community entertainment district under a joint 
economic development district contract shall not lose its designation even if 
the contract is canceled or terminated. 

(K) A contract entered into pursuant to this section or section 715.71 of 
the Revised Code may be amended and it may be renewed, canceled, or 
terminated as provided in or pursuant to the contract. The contract may be 
amended to add property owned by one of the contracting parties to the 
district, or may be amended to delete property from the district whether or 
not one of the contracting parties owns the deleted property. The contract 
shall continue in existence throughout its term and shall be binding on the 
contracting parties and on any entities succeeding to such parties, whether 
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by annexation, merger, or otherwise. The income tax levied by the board 
pursuant to this section or section 715.71 of the Revised Code shall apply in 
the entire district throughout the term of the contract, notwithstanding that 
all or a portion of the district becomes subject to annexation, merger, or 
incorporation. No township or municipal corporation is divested of its rights 
or obligations under the contract because of annexation, merger, or 
succession of interests. 

(L) After the creation of a joint economic development district 
described in division (A)(2) of this section, a municipal corporation that is a 
contracting party may cease to own property included in the district, but 
such property shall continue to be included in the district and subject to the 
terms of the contract. 

Sec. 718.01. Any term used in this chapter that is not otherwise defined 
in this chapter has the same meaning as when used in a comparable context 
in laws of the United States relating to federal income taxation or in Title 
L VII of the Revised Code, unless a different meaning is clearly required. 
Except as provided in section 718.81 of the Revised Code, if a term used in 
this chapter that is not otherwise defined in this chapter is used in a 
comparable context in both the laws of the United States relating to federal 
income tax and in Title L VII of the Revised Code and the use is not 
consistent, then the use of the term in the laws of the United States relating 
to federal income tax shall control over the use of the term in Title L VII of 
the Revised Code. 

Except as otherwise provided in section 718. 81 of the Revised Code, as 
used in this chapter: 

(A)(l) "Municipal taxable income" means the following: 
(a) For a person other than an individual, income apportioned or sitused 

to the municipal corporation under section 718.02 of the Revised Code, as 
applicable, reduced by any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward 
available to the person for the municipal corporation. 

(b)(i) For an individual who is a resident of a municipal corporation 
other than a qualified municipal corporation, income reduced by exempt 
income to the extent otherwise included in income, then reduced as provided 
in division (A)(2) of this section, and further reduced by any pre-2017 net 
operating loss carryforward available to the individual for the municipal 
corporation. 

(ii) For an individual who is a resident of a qualified municipal 
corporation, Ohio adjusted gross income reduced by income exempted, and 
increased by deductions excluded, by the qualified municipal corporation 
from the qualified municipal corporation's tax. If a qualified municipal 
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corporation, on or before December 31, 2013, exempts income earned by 
individuals who are not residents of the qualified municipal corporation and 
net profit of persons that are not wholly located within the qualified 
municipal corporation, such individual or person shall have no municipal 
taxable income for the purposes of the tax levied by the qualified municipal 
corporation and may be exempted by the qualified municipal corporation 
from the requirements of section 718.03 of the Revised Code. 

(c) For an individual who is a nonresident of a municipal corporation, 
income reduced by exempt income to the extent otherwise included in 
income and then, as applicable, apportioned or sitused to the municipal 
corporation under section 718.02 of the Revised Code, then reduced as 
provided in division (A)(2) of this section, and further reduced by any 
pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward available to the individual for the 
municipal corporation. 

(2) In computing the municipal taxable income of a taxpayer who is an 
individual, the taxpayer may subtract, as provided in division (A)(l)(b)(i) or 
(c) of this section, the amount of the individual's employee business 
expenses reported on the individual's form 2106 that the individual deducted 
for federal income tax purposes for the taxable year, subject to the limitation 
imposed by section 67 of the Internal Revenue Code. For the municipal 
corporation in which the taxpayer is a resident, the taxpayer may deduct all 
such expenses allowed for federal income tax purposes. For a municipal 
corporation in which the taxpayer is not a resident, the taxpayer may deduct 
such expenses only to the extent the expenses are related to the taxpayer's 
performance of personal services in that nonresident municipal corporation. 

(B) "Income" means the following: 
(l)(a) For residents, all income, salaries, qualifying wages, 

commissions, and other compensation from whatever source earned or 
received by the resident, including the resident's distributive share of the net 
profit of pass-through entities owned directly or indirectly by the resident 
and any net profit of the resident, except as provided in division (D)(5) of 
this section. 

(b) For the purposes of division (B)(l)(a) of this section: 
(i) Any net operating loss of the resident incurred in the taxable year and 

the resident's distributive share of any net operating loss generated in the 
same taxable year and attributable to the resident's ownership interest in a 
pass-through entity shall be allowed as a deduction, for that taxable year and 
the following five taxable years, against any other net profit of the resident 
or the resident's distributive share of any net profit attributable to the 
resident's ownership interest in a pass-through entity until fully utilized, 
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subject to division (B)(l )( d) of this section; 
(ii) The resident's distributive share of the net profit of each 

pass-through entity owned directly or indirectly by the resident shall be 
calculated without regard to any net operating loss that is carried forward by 
that entity from a prior taxable year and applied to reduce the entity's net 
profit for the current taxable year. 

(c) Division (B)(l )(b) of this section does not apply with respect to any 
net profit or net operating loss attributable to an ownership interest in an S 
corporation unless shareholders' distributive shares of net profits from S 
corporations are subject to tax in the municipal corporation as provided in 
division (C)(14)(b) or (c) of this section. 

(d) Any amount of a net operating loss used to reduce a taxpayer's net 
profit for a taxable year shall reduce the amount of net operating loss that 
may be carried forward to any subsequent year for use by that taxpayer. In 
no event shall the cumulative deductions for all taxable years with respect to 
a taxpayer's net operating loss exceed the original amount of that net 
operating loss available to that taxpayer. 

(2) In the case of nonresidents, all income, salaries, qualifying wages, 
commissions, and other compensation from whatever source earned or 
received by the nonresident for work done, services performed or rendered, 
or activities conducted in the municipal corporation, including any net profit 
of the nonresident, but excluding the nonresident's distributive share of the 
net profit or loss of only pass-through entities owned directly or indirectly 
by the nonresident. 

(3) For taxpayers that are not individuals, net profit of the taxpayer; 
(4) Lottery, sweepstakes, gambling and sports winnings, winnings from 

games of chance, and prizes and awards. If the taxpayer is a professional 
gambler for federal income tax purposes, the taxpayer may deduct related 
wagering losses and expenses to the extent authorized under the Internal 
Revenue Code and claimed against such winnings. 

(C) "Exempt income" means all of the following: 
(1) The military pay or allowances of members of the armed forces of 

the United States or members of their reserve components, including the 
national guard of any state; 

(2)(a) Except as provided in division (C)(2)(b) of this section, intangible 
income; 

(b) A municipal corporation that taxed any type of intangible income on 
March 29, 1988, pursuant to Section 3 of S.B. 238 of the 116th general 
assembly, may continue to tax that type of income if a majority of the 
electors of the municipal corporation voting on the question of whether to 
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permit the taxation of that type of intangible income after 1988 voted in 
favor thereof at an election held on November 8, 1988. 

(3) Social security benefits, railroad retirement benefits, unemployment 
compensation, pensions, retirement benefit payments, payments from 
annuities, and similar payments made to an employee or to the beneficiary 
of an employee under a retirement program or plan, disability payments 
received from private industry or local, state, or federal governments or 
from charitable, religious or educational organizations, and the proceeds of 
sickness, accident, or liability insurance policies. As used in division (C)(3) 
of this section, "unemployment compensation" does not include 
supplemental unemployment compensation described in section 3402( o )(2) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(4) The income of religious, fraternal, charitable, scientific, literary, or 
educational institutions to the extent such income is derived from 
tax-exempt real estate, tax-exempt tangible or intangible property, or 
tax-exempt activities. 

(5) Compensation paid under section 3501.28 or 3501.36 of the Revised 
Code to a person serving as a precinct election official to the extent that 
such compensation does not exceed one thousand dollars for the taxable 
year. Such compensation in excess of one thousand dollars for the taxable 
year may be subject to taxation by a municipal corporation. A municipal 
corporation shall not require the payer of such compensation to withhold 
any tax from that compensation. 

(6) Dues, contributions, and similar payments received by charitable, 
religious, educational, or literary organizations or labor unions, lodges, and 
similar organizations; 

(7) Alimony and child support received; 
(8) Compensation for personal injuries or for damages to property from 

insurance proceeds or otherwise, excluding compensation paid for lost 
salaries or wages or compensation from punitive damages; 

(9) Income of a public utility when that public utility is subject to the 
tax levied under section 5727.24 or 5727.30 of the Revised Code. Division 
(C)(9) of this section does not apply for purposes of Chapter 5745. of the 
Revised Code. 

(10) Gains from involuntary conversions, interest on federal obligations, 
items of income subject to a tax levied by the state and that a municipal 
corporation is specifically prohibited by law from taxing, and income of a 
decedent's estate during the period of administration except such income 
from the operation of a trade or business; 

(11) Compensation or allowances excluded from federal gross income 
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under section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code; 
(12) Employee compensation that is not qualifying wages as defined in 

division (R) of this section; 
(13) Compensation paid to a person employed within the boundaries of 

a United States air force base under the jurisdiction of the United States air 
force that is used for the housing of members of the United States air force 
and is a center for air force operations, unless the person is subject to 
taxation because of residence or domicile. If the compensation is subject to 
taxation because of residence or domicile, tax on such income shall be 
payable only to the municipal corporation of residence or domicile. 

(14)(a) Except as provided in division (C)(14)(b) or (c) of this section, 
an S corporation shareholder's distributive share of net profits of the S 
corporation, other than any part of the distributive share of net profits that 
represents wages as defined in section 3121 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
or net earnings from self-employment as defined in section 1402(a) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

(b) If, pursuant to division (H) of former section 718.01 of the Revised 
Code as it existed before March 11, 2004, a majority of the electors of a 
municipal corporation voted in favor of the question at an election held on 
November 4, 2003, the municipal corporation may continue after 2002 to 
tax an S corporation shareholder's distributive share of net profits of an S 
corporation. 

(c) If, on December 6, 2002, a municipal corporation was imposing, 
assessing, and collecting a tax on an S corporation shareholder's distributive 
share of net profits of the S corporation to the extent the distributive share 
would be allocated or apportioned to this state under divisions (B)(l) and (2) 
of section 5733.05 of the Revised Code if the S corporation were a 
corporation subject to taxes imposed under Chapter 5733. of the Revised 
Code, the municipal corporation may continue to impose the tax on such 
distributive shares to the extent such shares would be so allocated or 
apportioned to this state only until December 31, 2004, unless a majority of 
the electors of the municipal corporation voting on the question of 
continuing to tax such shares after that date voted in favor of that question at 
an election held November 2, 2004. If a majority of those electors voted in 
favor of the question, the municipal corporation may continue after 
December 31, 2004, to impose the tax on such distributive shares only to the 
extent such shares would be so allocated or apportioned to this state. 

(d) A municipal corporation shall be deemed to have elected to tax S 
corporation shareholders' distributive shares of net profits of the S 
corporation in the hands of the shareholders if a majority of the electors of a 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
549 

municipal corporation voted in favor of a question at an election held under 
division (C)(14)(b) or (c) of this section. The municipal corporation shall 
specify by resolution or ordinance that the tax applies to the distributive 
share of a shareholder of an S corporation in the hands of the shareholder of 
the S corporation. 

(15) To the mtteftt otttll:ofi~ecl ttHclef a fesoltttioH Of ofcliHOHee ocloptecl by 
a lffllHieipol eoFpomtioH befofe JoHttory 1, 2016, oU Of a portioH of the The 
income of individuals Of a class of iHcliviclttols under eighteen years of age. 

(16)(a) Except as provided in divisions (C)(16)(b), (c), and (d) of this 
section, qualifying wages described in division (B)(l) or (E) of section 
718.011 of the Revised Code to the extent the qualifying wages are not 
subject to withholding for the municipal corporation under either of those 
divisions. 

(b) The exemption provided in division (C)(16)(a) of this section does 
not apply with respect to the municipal corporation in which the employee 
resided at the time the employee earned the qualifying wages. 

(c) The exemption provided in division (C)(16)(a) of this section does 
not apply to qualifying wages that an employer elects to withhold under 
division (D)(2) of section 718.011 of the Revised Code. 

(d) The exemption provided in division (C)(16)(a) of this section does 
not apply to qualifying wages if both of the following conditions apply: 

(i) For qualifying wages described in division (B)(l) of section 718.011 
of the Revised Code, the employee's employer withholds and remits tax on 
the qualifying wages to the municipal corporation in which the employee's 
principal place of work is situated, or, for qualifying wages described in 
division (E) of section 718.011 of the Revised Code, the employee's 
employer withholds and remits tax on the qualifying wages to the municipal 
corporation in which the employer's fixed location is located; 

(ii) The employee receives a refund of the tax described in division 
(C)(16)(d)(i) of this section on the basis of the employee not performing 
services in that municipal corporation. 

(17)(a) Except as provided in division (C)(17)(b) or (c) of this section, 
compensation that is not qualifying wages paid to a nonresident individual 
for personal services performed in the municipal corporation on not more 
than twenty days in a taxable year. 

(b) The exemption provided in division (C)(l 7)(a) of this section does 
not apply under either of the following circumstances: 

(i) The individual's base of operation is located in the municipal 
corporation. 

(ii) The individual is a professional athlete, professional entertainer, or 
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public figure, and the compensation is paid for the performance of services 
in the individual's capacity as a professional athlete, professional entertainer, 
or public figure. For purposes of division (C)(l 7)(b )(ii) of this section, 
"professional athlete," "professional entertainer," and "public figure" have 
the same meanings as in section 718.011 of the Revised Code. 

(c) Compensation to which division (C)(l 7) of this section applies shall 
be treated as earned or received at the individual's base of operation. If the 
individual does not have a base of operation, the compensation shall be 
treated as earned or received where the individual is domiciled. 

(d) For purposes of division (C)(l 7) of this section, "base of operation" 
means the location where an individual owns or rents an office, storefront, 
or similar facility to which the individual regularly reports and at which the 
individual regularly performs personal services for compensation. 

(18) Compensation paid to a person for personal services performed for 
a political subdivision on property owned by the political subdivision, 
regardless of whether the compensation is received by an employee of the 
subdivision or another person performing services for the subdivision under 
a contract with the subdivision, if the property on which services are 
performed is annexed to a municipal corporation pursuant to section 
709.023 of the Revised Code on or after March 27, 2013, unless the person 
is subject to such taxation because of residence. If the compensation is 
subject to taxation because of residence, municipal income tax shall be 
payable only to the municipal corporation of residence. 

(19) In the case of a tax administered, collected, and enforced by a 
municipal corporation pursuant to an agreement with the board of directors 
of a joint economic development district under section 715.72 of the 
Revised Code, the net profits of a business, and the income of the employees 
of that business, exempted from the tax under division (Q) of that section. 

(20) All of the following: 
(a) Income derived from disaster work conducted in this state by an 

out-of-state disaster business during a disaster response period pursuant to a 
qualifying solicitation received by the business; 

(b) Income of a qualifying employee described in division (A)(14)(a) of 
section 5703 .94 of the Revised Code, to the extent such income is derived 
from disaster work conducted in this state by the employee during a disaster 
response period pursuant to a qualifying solicitation received by the 
employee's employer; 

(c) Income of a qualifying employee described in division (A)(l 4)(b) of 
section 5703.94 of the Revised Code, to the extent such income is derived 
from disaster work conducted in this state by the employee during a disaster 
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response period on critical infrastructure owned or used by the employee's 
employer. 

(21) Income the taxation of which is prohibited by the constitution or 
laws of the United States. 

Any item of income that is exempt income of a pass-through entity 
under division (C) of this section is exempt income of each owner of the 
pass-through entity to the extent of that owner's distributive or proportionate 
share of that item of the entity's income. 

(D)(l) "Net profit" for a person who is an individual means the 
individual's net profit required to be reported on schedule C, schedule E, or 
schedule F reduced by any net operating loss carried forward. For the 
purposes of division (D)(l) of this section, the net operating loss carried 
forward shall be calculated and deducted in the same manner as provided in 
division (D)(3) of this section. 

(2) "Net profit" for a person other than an individual means adjusted 
federal taxable income reduced by any net operating loss incurred by the 
person in a taxable year beginning on or after January 1, 2017, subject to the 
limitations of division (D)(3) of this section. 

(3)(a) The amount of such net operating loss shall be deducted from net 
profit to the extent necessary to reduce municipal taxable income to zero, 
with any remaining unused portion of the net operating loss carried forward 
to not more than five consecutive taxable years following the taxable year in 
which the loss was incurred, but in no case for more years than necessary for 
the deduction to be fully utilized. 

(b) No person shall use the deduction allowed by division (D)(3) of this 
section to offset qualifying wages. 

(c)(i) For taxable years beginning in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, or 2022, a 
person may not deduct, for purposes of an income tax levied by a municipal 
corporation that levies an income tax before January 1, 2016, more than fifty 
per cent of the amount of the deduction otherwise allowed by division 
(D)(3) of this section. 

(ii) For taxable years beginning in 2023 or thereafter, a person may 
deduct, for purposes of an income tax levied by a municipal corporation that 
levies an income tax before January 1, 2016, the full amount allowed by 
division (D)(3) of this section without regard to the limitation of division 
(D)(3)(b)(i)(D)(3)(c)(i) of this section. 

(d) Any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward deduction that is 
available may be utilized before a taxpayer may deduct any amount pursuant 
to division (D)(3) of this section. 

(e) Nothing in division (D)(3)(c)(i) of this section precludes a person 
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from carrying forward, for use with respect to any return filed for a taxable 
year beginning after 2018, any amount of net operating loss that was not 
fully utilized by operation of division (D)(3)(c)(i) of this section. To the 
extent that an amount of net operating loss that was not fully utilized in one 
or more taxable years by operation of division (D)(3)( c )(i) of this section is 
carried forward for use with respect to a return filed for a taxable year 
beginning in 2019, 2020, 2021, or 2022, the limitation described in division 
(D)(3)(c)(i) of this section shall apply to the amount carried forward. 

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, and notwithstanding division (D)(2) 
of this section, net profit of a disregarded entity shall not be taxable as 
against that disregarded entity, but shall instead be included in the net profit 
of the owner of the disregarded entity. 

(5) For the purposes of this chapter, and notwithstanding any other 
provision of this chapter, the net profit of a publicly traded partnership that 
makes the election described in division (D)(5) of this section shall be taxed 
as if the partnership were a C corporation, and shall not be treated as the net 
profit or income of any owner of the partnership. 

A publicly traded partnership that is treated as a partnership for federal 
income tax purposes and that is subject to tax on its net profits in one or 
more municipal corporations in this state may elect to be treated as a C 
corporation for municipal income tax purposes. The publicly traded 
partnership shall make the election in every municipal corporation in which 
the partnership is subject to taxation on its net profits. The election shall be 
made on the annual tax return filed in each such municipal corporation. The 
publicly traded partnership shall not be required to file the election with any 
municipal corporation in which the partnership is not subject to taxation on 
its net profits, but division (D)(5) of this section applies to all municipal 
corporations in which an individual owner of the partnership resides. 

(E) "Adjusted federal taxable income," for a person required to file as a 
C corporation, or for a person that has elected to be taxed as a C corporation 
under division (D)(5) of this section, means a C corporation's federal taxable 
income before net operating losses and special deductions as determined 
under the Internal Revenue Code, adjusted as follows: 

(1) Deduct intangible income to the extent included in federal taxable 
income. The deduction shall be allowed regardless of whether the intangible 
income relates to assets used in a trade or business or assets held for the 
production of income. 

(2) Add an amount equal to five per cent of intangible income deducted 
under division (E)( 1) of this section, but excluding that portion of intangible 
income directly related to the sale, exchange, or other disposition of 
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property described in section 1221 of the Internal Revenue Code; 
(3) Add any losses allowed as a deduction in the computation of federal 

taxable income if the losses directly relate to the sale, exchange, or other 
disposition of an asset described in section 1221 or 1231 of the Internal 
Revenue Code; 

(4)(a) Except as provided in division (E)(4)(b) of this section, deduct 
income and gain included in federal taxable income to the extent the income 
and gain directly relate to the sale, exchange, or other disposition of an asset 
described in section 1221 or 1231 of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(b) Division (E)( 4 )(a) of this section does not apply to the extent the 
income or gain is income or gain described in section 1245 or 1250 of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

(5) Add taxes on or measured by net income allowed as a deduction in 
the computation of federal taxable income; 

(6) In the case of a real estate investment trust or regulated investment 
company, add all amounts with respect to dividends to, distributions to, or 
amounts set aside for or credited to the benefit of investors and allowed as a 
deduction in the computation of federal taxable income; 

(7) Deduct, to the extent not otherwise deducted or excluded in 
computing federal taxable income, any income derived from a transfer 
agreement or from the enterprise transferred under that agreement under 
section 4313.02 of the Revised Code; 

(8) Deduct exempt income to the extent not otherwise deducted or 
excluded in computing adjusted federal taxable income. 

(9) Deduct any net profit of a pass-through entity owned directly or 
indirectly by the taxpayer and included in the taxpayer's federal taxable 
income unless an affiliated group of corporations includes that net profit in 
the group's federal taxable income in accordance with division (E)(3)(b) of 
section 718.06 of the Revised Code. 

(10) Add any loss incurred by a pass-through entity owned directly or 
indirectly by the taxpayer and included in the taxpayer's federal taxable 
income unless an affiliated group of corporations includes that loss in the 
group's federal taxable income in accordance with division (E)(3)(b) of 
section 718.06 of the Revised Code. 

If the taxpayer is not a C corporation, is not a disregarded entity that has 
made the election described in division (L)(2) of this section, is not a 
publicly traded partnership that has made the election described in division 
(D)(5) of this section, and is not an individual, the taxpayer shall compute 
adjusted federal taxable income under this section as if the taxpayer were a 
C corporation, except guaranteed payments and other similar amounts paid 
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or accrued to a partner, former partner, shareholder, former shareholder, 
member, or former member shall not be allowed as a deductible expense 
unless such payments are a pension or retirement benefit payment paid to a 
retired partner, retired shareholder, or retired member or are in consideration 
for the use of capital and treated as payment of interest under section 469 of 
the Internal Revenue Code or United States treasury regulations. Amounts 
paid or accrued to a qualified self-employed retirement plan with respect to 
a partner, former partner, shareholder, former shareholder, member, or 
former member of the taxpayer, amounts paid or accrued to or for health 
insurance for a partner, former partner, shareholder, former shareholder, 
member, or former member, and amounts paid or accrued to or for life 
insurance for a partner, former partner, shareholder, former shareholder, 
member, or former member shall not be allowed as a deduction. 

Nothing in division (E) of this section shall be construed as allowing the 
taxpayer to add or deduct any amount more than once or shall be construed 
as allowing any taxpayer to deduct any amount paid to or accrued for 
purposes of federal self-employment tax. 

(F) "Schedule C" means internal revenue service schedule C (form 
1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. 

(G) "Schedule E" means internal revenue service schedule E (form 
1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. 

(H) "Schedule F" means internal revenue service schedule F (form 
1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. 

(I) "Internal Revenue Code" has the same meaning as in section 5747.01 
of the Revised Code. 

(J) "Resident" means an individual who is domiciled in the municipal 
corporation as determined under section 718.012 of the Revised Code. 

(K) "Nonresident" means an individual that is not a resident. 
(L)(l) "Taxpayer" means a person subject to a tax levied on income by a 

municipal corporation in accordance with this chapter. "Taxpayer" does not 
include a grantor trust or, except as provided in division (L)(2)(a) of this 
section, a disregarded entity. 

(2)(a) A single member limited liability company that is a disregarded 
entity for federal tax purposes may be a separate taxpayer from its single 
member in all Ohio municipal corporations in which it either filed as a 
separate taxpayer or did not file for its taxable year ending in 2003, if all of 
the following conditions are met: 

(i) The limited liability company's single member is also a limited 
liability company. 

(ii) The limited liability company and its single member were formed 
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and doing business in one or more Ohio municipal corporations for at least 
five years before January 1, 2004. 

(iii) Not later than December 31, 2004, the limited liability company 
and its single member each made an election to be treated as a separate 
taxpayer under division (L) of this section as this section existed on 
December 31, 2004. 

(iv) The limited liability company was not formed for the purpose of 
evading or reducing Ohio municipal corporation income tax liability of the 
limited liability company or its single member. 

(v) The Ohio municipal corporation that was the primary place of 
business of the sole member of the limited liability company consented to 
the election. 

(b) For purposes of division (L)(2)(a)(v) of this section, a municipal 
corporation was the primary place of business of a limited liability company 
if, for the limited liability company's taxable year ending in 2003, its income 
tax liability was greater in that municipal corporation than in any other 
municipal corporation in Ohio, and that tax liability to that municipal 
corporation for its taxable year ending in 2003 was at least four hundred 
thousand dollars. 

(M) "Person" includes individuals, firms, companies, joint stock 
companies, business trusts, estates, trusts, partnerships, limited liability 
partnerships, limited liability companies, associations, C corporations, S 
corporations, governmental entities, and any other entity. 

(N) "Pass-through entity" means a partnership not treated as an 
association taxable as a C corporation for federal income tax purposes, a 
limited liability company not treated as an association taxable as a C 
corporation for federal income tax purposes, an S corporation, or any other 
class of entity from which the income or profits of the entity are given 
pass-through treatment for federal income tax purposes. "Pass-through 
entity" does not include a trust, estate, grantor of a grantor trust, or 
disregarded entity. 

(0) "S corporation" means a person that has made an election under 
subchapter S of Chapter 1 of Subtitle A of the Internal Revenue Code for its 
taxable year. 

(P) "Single member limited liability company" means a limited liability 
company that has one direct member. 

(Q) "Limited liability company" means a limited liability company 
formed under Chapter 1705. or 1706. of the Revised Code or under the laws 
of another state. 

(R) "Qualifying wages" means wages, as defined in section 3121(a) of 
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the Internal Revenue Code, without regard to any wage limitations, adjusted 
as follows: 

(1) Deduct the following amounts: 
(a) Any amount included in wages if the amount constitutes 

compensation attributable to a plan or program described in section 125 of 
the Internal Revenue Code. 

(b) Any amount included in wages if the amount constitutes payment on 
account of a disability related to sickness or an accident paid by a party 
unrelated to the employer, agent of an employer, or other payer. 

(c) Any amount attributable to a nonqualified deferred compensation 
plan or program described in section 3121(v)(2)(C) of the Internal Revenue 
Code if the compensation is included in wages and the municipal 
corporation has, by resolution or ordinance adopted before January 1, 2016, 
exempted the amount from withholding and tax. 

(d) Any amount included in wages if the amount arises from the sale, 
exchange, or other disposition of a stock option, the exercise of a stock 
option, or the sale, exchange, or other disposition of stock purchased under a 
stock option and the municipal corporation has, by resolution or ordinance 
adopted before January 1, 2016, exempted the amount from withholding and 
tax. 

(e) Any amount included in wages that is exempt income. 
(2) Add the following amounts: 
(a) Any amount not included in wages solely because the employee was 

employed by the employer before April 1, 1986. 
(b) Any amount not included in wages because the amount arises from 

the sale, exchange, or other disposition of a stock option, the exercise of a 
stock option, or the sale, exchange, or other disposition of stock purchased 
under a stock option and the municipal corporation has not, by resolution or 
ordinance, exempted the amount from withholding and tax adopted before 
January 1, 2016. Division (R)(2)(b) of this section applies only to those 
amounts constituting ordinary income. 

(c) Any amount not included in wages if the amount is an amount 
described in section 40l(k), 403(b), or 457 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Division (R)(2)( c) of this section applies only to employee contributions and 
employee deferrals. 

(d) Any amount that is supplemental unemployment compensation 
benefits described in section 3402( o )(2) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
not included in wages. 

(e) Any amount received that is treated as self-employment income for 
federal tax purposes in accordance with section 1402(a)(8) of the Internal 
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Revenue Code. 
(f) Any amount not included in wages if all of the following apply: 
(i) For the taxable year the amount is employee compensation that is 

earned outside of the United States and that either is included in the 
taxpayer's gross income for federal income tax purposes or would have been 
included in the taxpayer's gross income for such purposes if the taxpayer did 
not elect to exclude the income under section 911 of the Internal Revenue 
Code; 

(ii) For no preceding taxable year did the amount constitute wages as 
defined in section 3121 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(iii) For no succeeding taxable year will the amount constitute wages; 
and 

(iv) For any taxable year the amount has not otherwise been added to 
wages pursuant to either division (R)(2) of this section or section 718.03 of 
the Revised Code, as that section existed before the effective date of H.B. 5 
of the 130th general assembly, March 23, 2015. 

(S) "Intangible income" means income of any of the following types: 
income yield, interest, capital gains, dividends, or other income arising from 
the ownership, sale, exchange, or other disposition of intangible property 
including, but not limited to, investments, deposits, money, or credits as 
those terms are defined in Chapter 5701. of the Revised Code, and patents, 
copyrights, trademarks, tradenames, investments in real estate investment 
trusts, investments in regulated investment companies, and appreciation on 
deferred compensation. "Intangible income" does not include prizes, awards, 
or other income associated with any lottery winnings, gambling winnings, or 
other similar games of chance. 

(T) "Taxable year" means the corresponding tax reporting period as 
prescribed for the taxpayer under the Internal Revenue Code. 

(U)(l) "Tax administrator" means, subject to division (U)(2) of this 
section, the individual charged with direct responsibility for administration 
of an income tax levied by a municipal corporation in accordance with this 
chapter, and also includes the following: 

(a) A municipal corporation acting as the agent of another municipal 
corporation; 

(b) A person retained by a municipal corporation to administer a tax 
levied by the municipal corporation, but only if the municipal corporation 
does not compensate the person in whole or in part on a contingency basis; 

(c) The central collection agency or the regional income tax agency or 
their successors in interest, or another entity organized to perform functions 
similar to those performed by the central collection agency and the regional 
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income tax agency. 
(2) "Tax administrator" does not include the tax commissioner. 
(3) A private individual or entity serving in any position described in 

division (U)(l )(b) or (c) of this section shall have no access to criminal 
history record information. 

(V) "Employer" means a person that is an employer for federal income 
tax purposes. 

(W) "Employee" means an individual who is an employee for federal 
income tax purposes. 

(X) "Other payer" means any person, other than an individual's 
employer or the employer's agent, that pays an individual any amount 
included in the federal gross income of the individual. "Other payer" 
includes casino operators and video lottery terminal sales agents. 

(Y) "Calendar quarter" means the three-month period ending on the last 
day of March, June, September, or December. 

(Z) "Form 2106" means internal revenue service form 2106 filed by a 
taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. 

(AA) "Municipal corporation" includes a joint economic development 
district or joint economic development zone that levies an income tax under 
section 715.691, 715.70, 715.71, or 715.72 of the Revised Code. 

(BB) "Disregarded entity" means a single member limited liability 
company, a qualifying subchapter S subsidiary, or another entity if the 
company, subsidiary, or entity is a disregarded entity for federal income tax 
purposes. 

(CC) "Generic form" means an electronic or paper form that is not 
prescribed by a particular municipal corporation and that is designed for 
reporting taxes withheld by an employer, agent of an employer, or other 
payer, estimated municipal income taxes, or annual municipal income tax 
liability or for filing a refund claim. 

(DD) "Tax return preparer" means any individual described in section 
7701(a)(36) of the Internal Revenue Code and 26 C.F.R. 301.7701-15. 

(EE) "Ohio business gateway" means the online computer network 
system, created under section 125.30 of the Revised Code, that allows 
persons to electronically file business reply forms with state agencies and 
includes any successor electronic filing and payment system. 

(FF) "Local board of tax review" and "board of tax review" mean the 
entity created under section 718.11 of the Revised Code. 

(GG) "Net operating loss" means a loss incurred by a person in the 
operation of a trade or business. "Net operating loss" does not include 
unutilized losses resulting from basis limitations, at-risk limitations, or 
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passive activity loss limitations. 
(HH) "Casino operator" and "casino facility" have the same meanings as 

in section 3772.01 of the Revised Code. 
(II) "Video lottery terminal" has the same meaning as in section 3770.21 

of the Revised Code. 
(JJ) "Video lottery terminal sales agent" means a lottery sales agent 

licensed under Chapter 3770. of the Revised Code to conduct video lottery 
terminals on behalf of the state pursuant to section 3770.21 of the Revised 
Code. 

(KK) "Postal service" means the United States postal service. 
(LL) "Certified mail," "express mail," "United States mail," "postal 

service," and similar terms include any delivery service authorized pursuant 
to section 5703.056 of the Revised Code. 

(MM) "Postmark date," "date of postmark," and similar terms include 
the date recorded and marked in the manner described in division (B)(3) of 
section 5703.056 of the Revised Code. 

(NN) "Related member" means a person that, with respect to the 
taxpayer during all or any portion of the taxable year, is either a related 
entity, a component member as defined in section 1563(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, or a person to or from whom there is attribution of stock 
ownership in accordance with section 1563( e) of the Internal Revenue Code 
except, for purposes of determining whether a person is a related member 
under this division, "twenty per cent" shall be substituted for "5 percent" 
wherever "5 percent" appears in section 1563(e) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

(00) "Related entity" means any of the following: 
(1) An individual stockholder, or a member of the stockholder's family 

enumerated in section 318 of the Internal Revenue Code, if the stockholder 
and the members of the stockholder's family own directly, indirectly, 
beneficially, or constructively, in the aggregate, at least fifty per cent of the 
value of the taxpayer's outstanding stock; 

(2) A stockholder, or a stockholder's partnership, estate, trust, or 
corporation, if the stockholder and the stockholder's partnerships, estates, 
trusts, or corporations own directly, indirectly, beneficially, or 
constructively, in the aggregate, at least fifty per cent of the value of the 
taxpayer's outstanding stock; 

(3) A corporation, or a party related to the corporation in a manner that 
would require an attribution of stock from the corporation to the party or 
from the party to the corporation under division (00)(4) of this section, 
provided the taxpayer owns directly, indirectly, beneficially, or 
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constructively, at least fifty per cent of the value of the corporation's 
outstanding stock; 

(4) The attribution rules described in section 318 of the Internal 
Revenue Code apply for the purpose of determining whether the ownership 
requirements in divisions (00)(1) to (3) of this section have been met. 

(PP)(l) "Assessment" means a written finding by the tax administrator 
that a person has underpaid municipal income tax, or owes penalty and 
interest, or any combination of tax, penalty, or interest, to the municipal 
corporation that commences the person's time limitation for making an 
appeal to the local board of tax review pursuant to section 718.11 of the 
Revised Code, and has "ASSESSMENT" written in all capital letters at the 
top of such finding. 

(2) "Assessment" does not include an informal notice denying a request 
for refund issued under division (B)(3) of section 718.19 of the Revised 
Code, a billing statement notifying a taxpayer of current or past-due 
balances owed to the municipal corporation, a tax administrator's request for 
additional information, a notification to the taxpayer of mathematical errors, 
or a tax administrator's other written correspondence to a person or taxpayer 
that does not meet the criteria prescribed by division (PP)(l) of this section. 

(QQ) "Taxpayers' rights and responsibilities" means the rights provided 
to taxpayers in sections 718.11, 718.12, 718.19, 718.23, 718.36, 718.37, 
718.38, 5717.011, and 5717.03 of the Revised Code and the responsibilities 
of taxpayers to file, report, withhold, remit, and pay municipal income tax 
and otherwise comply with Chapter 718. of the Revised Code and 
resolutions, ordinances, and rules adopted by a municipal corporation for the 
imposition and administration of a municipal income tax. 

(RR) "Qualified municipal corporation" means a municipal corporation 
that, by resolution or ordinance adopted on or before December 31, 2011, 
adopted Ohio adjusted gross income, as defined by section 5747.01 of the 
Revised Code, as the income subject to tax for the purposes of imposing a 
municipal income tax. 

(SS)(l) "Pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward" means any net 
operating loss incurred in a taxable year beginning before January 1, 2017, 
to the extent such loss was permitted, by a resolution or ordinance of the 
municipal corporation that was adopted by the municipal corporation before 
January 1, 2016, to be carried forward and utilized to offset income or net 
profit generated in such municipal corporation in future taxable years. 

(2) For the purpose of calculating municipal taxable income, any 
pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward may be carried forward to any 
taxable year, including taxable years beginning in 2017 or thereafter, for the 
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number of taxable years provided in the resolution or ordinance or until 
fully utilized, whichever is earlier. 

(Tn "Small employer" means any employer that had total revenue of 
less than five hundred thousand dollars during the preceding taxable year. 
For purposes of this division, "total revenue" means receipts of any type or 
kind, including, but not limited to, sales receipts; payments; rents; profits; 
gains, dividends, and other investment income; compensation; commissions; 
premiums; money; property; grants; contributions; donations; gifts; program 
service revenue; patient service revenue; premiums; fees, including 
premium fees and service fees; tuition payments; unrelated business 
revenue; reimbursements; any type of payment from a governmental unit, 
including grants and other allocations; and any other similar receipts 
reported for federal income tax purposes or under generally accepted 
accounting principles. "Small employer" does not include the federal 
government; any state government, including any state agency or 
instrumentality; any political subdivision; or any entity treated as a 
government for financial accounting and reporting purposes. 

(UU) "Audit" means the examination of a person or the inspection of the 
books, records, memoranda, or accounts of a person for the purpose of 
determining liability for a municipal income tax. 

(VV) "Publicly traded partnership" means any partnership, an interest in 
which is regularly traded on an established securities market. A "publicly 
traded partnership" may have any number ofpartners. 

(WW) "Tax commissioner" means the tax commissioner appointed 
under section 121.03 of the Revised Code. 

(XX) "Out-of-state disaster business," "qualifying solicitation," 
"qualifying employee," "disaster work," "critical infrastructure," and 
"disaster response period" have the same meanings as in section 5703.94 of 
the Revised Code. 

(YY) "Pension" means a retirement benefit plan, regardless of whether 
the plan satisfies the qualifications described under section 401(a) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, including amounts that are taxable under the 
"Federal Insurance Contributions Act," Chapter 21 of the Internal Revenue 
Code, excluding employee contributions and elective deferrals, and 
regardless of whether such amounts are paid in the same taxable year in 
which the amounts are included in the employee's wages, as defined by 
section 3121(a) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(ZZ) "Retirement benefit plan" means an arrangement whereby an entity 
provides benefits to individuals either on or after their termination of service 
because of retirement or disability. "Retirement benefit plan" does not 
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include wage continuation payments, severance payments, or payments 
made for accrued personal or vacation time. 

Sec. 718.02. This section applies to any taxpayer engaged in a business 
or profession in a municipal corporation that imposes an income tax in 
accordance with this chapter, unless the taxpayer is an individual who 
resides in the municipal corporation or the taxpayer is an electric company, 
combined company, or telephone company that is subject to and required to 
file reports under Chapter 5745. of the Revised Code. 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in section 718.021 of the Revised 
Code and division (B) of this section, net profit from a business or 
profession conducted both within and without the boundaries of a municipal 
corporation shall be considered as having a taxable situs in the municipal 
corporation for purposes of municipal income taxation in the same 
proportion as the average ratio of the following: 

(1) The average original cost of the real property and tangible personal 
property owned or used by the taxpayer in the business or profession in the 
municipal corporation during the taxable period to the average original cost 
of all of the real and tangible personal property owned or used by the 
taxpayer in the business or profession during the same period, wherever 
situated. 

As used in the preceding paragraph, tangible personal or real property 
shall include property rented or leased by the taxpayer and the value of such 
property shall be determined by multiplying the annual rental thereon by 
eight; 

(2) Wages, salaries, and other compensation paid during the taxable 
period to individuals employed in the business or profession for services 
performed in the municipal corporation to wages, salaries, and other 
compensation paid during the same period to individuals employed in the 
business or profession, wherever the individual's services are performed, 
excluding compensation from which taxes are not required to be withheld 
under section 718.011 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Total gross receipts of the business or profession from sales and 
rentals made and services performed during the taxable period in the 
municipal corporation to total gross receipts of the business or profession 
during the same period from sales, rentals, and services, wherever made or 
performed. 

(B)(l) If the apportionment factors described in division (A) of this 
section do not fairly represent the extent of a taxpayer's business activity in 
a municipal corporation, the taxpayer may request, or the tax administrator 
of the municipal corporation may require, that the taxpayer use, with respect 
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to all or any portion of the income of the taxpayer, an alternative 
apportionment method involving one or more of the following: 

(a) Separate accounting; 
(b) The exclusion of one or more of the factors; 
(c) The inclusion of one or more additional factors that would provide 

for a more fair apportionment of the income of the taxpayer to the municipal 
corporation; 

(d) A modification of one or more of the factors. 
(2) A taxpayer request to use an alternative apportionment method shall 

be in writing and shall accompany a tax return, timely filed appeal of an 
assessment, or timely filed amended tax return. The taxpayer may use the 
requested alternative method unless the tax administrator denies the request 
in an assessment issued within the period prescribed by division (A) of 
section 718.12 of the Revised Code. 

(3) A tax administrator may require a taxpayer to use an alternative 
apportionment method as described in division (B)(l) of this section only by 
issuing an assessment to the taxpayer within the period prescribed by 
division (A) of section 718.12 of the Revised Code. 

(4) Nothing in division (B) of this section nullifies or otherwise affects 
any alternative apportionment arrangement approved by a tax administrator 
or otherwise agreed upon by both the tax administrator and taxpayer before 
January 1, 2016. 

(C) As used in division (A)(2) of this section, "wages, salaries, and 
other compensation" includes only wages, salaries, or other compensation 
paid to an employee for services performed at any of the following 
locations: 

(1) A location that is owned, controlled, or used by, rented to, or under 
the possession of one of the following: 

(a) The employer; 
(b) A vendor, customer, client, or patient of the employer, or a related 

member of such a vendor, customer, client, or patient; 
(c) A vendor, customer, client, or patient of a person described in 

division (C)(l)(b) of this section, or a related member of such a vendor, 
customer, client, or patient. 

(2) Any location at which a trial, appeal, hearing, investigation, inquiry, 
review, court-martial, or similar administrative, judicial, or legislative 
matter or proceeding is being conducted, provided that the compensation is 
paid for services performed for, or on behalf of, the employer or that the 
employee's presence at the location directly or indirectly benefits the 
employer; 
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(3) Any other location, if the tax administrator determines that the 
employer directed the employee to perform the services at the other location 
in lieu of a location described in division (C)(l) or (2) of this section solely 
in order to avoid or reduce the employer's municipal income tax liability. If 
a tax administrator makes such a determination, the employer may dispute 
the determination by establishing, by a preponderance of the evidence, that 
the tax administrator's determination was unreasonable. 

(D) For the purposes of division (A)(3) of this section, and except as 
provided in section 718.021 of the Revised Code, receipts from sales and 
rentals made and services performed shall be sitused to a municipal 
corporation as follows: 

(1) Gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal property shall be 
sitused to the municipal corporation only if, regardless of where title passes, 
the property meets either of the following criteria: 

(a) The property is shipped to or delivered within the municipal 
corporation from a stock of goods located within the municipal corporation. 

(b) The property is delivered within the municipal corporation from a 
location outside the municipal corporation, provided the taxpayer is 
regularly engaged through its own employees in the solicitation or 
promotion of sales within such municipal corporation and the sales result 
from such solicitation or promotion. 

(2) Gross receipts from the sale of services shall be sitused to the 
municipal corporation to the extent that such services are performed in the 
municipal corporation. 

(3) To the extent included in income, gross receipts from the sale of real 
property located in the municipal corporation shall be sitused to the 
municipal corporation. 

(4) To the extent included in income, gross receipts from rents and 
royalties from real property located in the municipal corporation shall be 
sitused to the municipal corporation. 

(5) Gross receipts from rents and royalties from tangible personal 
property shall be sitused to the municipal corporation based upon the extent 
to which the tangible personal property is used in the municipal corporation. 

(E) The net profit received by an individual taxpayer from the rental of 
real estate owned directly by the individual or by a disregarded entity owned 
by the individual shall be subject to tax only by the municipal corporation in 
which the property generating the net profit is located and the municipal 
corporation in which the individual taxpayer that receives the net profit 
resides. 

A municipal corporation shall allow such taxpayers to elect to use 
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separate accounting for the purpose of calculating net profit sitused under 
this division to the municipal corporation in which the property is located. 

(F)(l) Except as provided in division (F)(2) of this section, commissions 
received by a real estate agent or broker relating to the sale, purchase, or 
lease of real estate shall be sitused to the municipal corporation in which the 
real estate is located. Net profit reported by the real estate agent or broker 
shall be allocated to a municipal corporation based upon the ratio of the 
commissions the agent or broker received from the sale, purchase, or lease 
of real estate located in the municipal corporation to the commissions 
received from the sale, purchase, or lease of real estate everywhere in the 
taxable year. 

(2) An individual who is a resident of a municipal corporation that 
imposes a municipal income tax shall report the individual's net profit from 
all real estate activity on the individual's annual tax return for that municipal 
corporation. The individual may claim a credit for taxes the individual paid 
on such net profit to another municipal corporation to the extent that such a 
credit is allowed under the municipal income tax ordinance, or rules of the 
municipal corporation of residence. 

(G) If, in computing a taxpayer's adjusted federal taxable income, the 
taxpayer deducted any amount with respect to a stock option granted to an 
employee, and if the employee is not required to include in the employee's 
income any such amount or a portion thereof because it is exempted from 
taxation under divisions (C)(12) and (R)(l)(d) of section 718.01 of the 
Revised Code by a municipal corporation to which the taxpayer has 
apportioned a portion of its net profit, the taxpayer shall add the amount that 
is exempt from taxation to the taxpayer's net profit that was apportioned to 
that municipal corporation. In no case shall a taxpayer be required to add to 
its net profit that was apportioned to that municipal corporation any amount 
other than the amount upon which the employee would be required to pay 
tax were the amount related to the stock option not exempted from taxation. 

This division applies solely for the purpose of making an adjustment to 
the amount of a taxpayer's net profit that was apportioned to a municipal 
corporation under this section. 

(H) When calculating the ratios described in division (A) of this section 
for the purposes of that division or division (B) of this section, the owner of 
a disregarded entity shall include in the owner's ratios the property, payroll, 
and gross receipts of such disregarded entity. 

Sec. 718.021. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Qualifying remote employee or owner" means an individual who is 

an employee of a taxpayer or who is a partner or member holding an 
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ownership interest in a taxpayer that is treated as a partnership for federal 
income tax purposes, provided that the individual meets both of the 
following criteria: 

(a) The taxpayer has assigned the individual to a qualifying reporting 
location. 

(b) The individual is permitted or required to perform services for the 
taxpayer at a qualifying remote work location. 

(2) "Qualifying remote work location" means a permanent or temporary 
location at which an employee or owner chooses or is required to perform 
services for the taxpayer, other than a reporting location of the taxpayer or 
any other location owned or controlled by a customer or client of the 
taxpayer. "Qualifying remote work location" may include the residence of 
an employee or owner and may be located outside of a municipal 
corporation that imposes an income tax in accordance with this chapter. An 
employee or owner may have more than one qualifying remote work 
location during a taxable year. 

(3) "Reporting location" means either of the following: 
(a) A permanent or temporary place of doing business, such as an office, 

warehouse, storefront, construction site, or similar location, that is owned or 
controlled directly or indirectly by the taxpayer: 

(b) Any location in this state owned or controlled by a customer or 
client of the taxpayer, provided that the taxpayer is required to withhold 
taxes under section 718.03 of the Revised Code on qualifying wages paid to 
an employee for the performance of personal services at that location. 

(4) "Qualifying reporting location" means one of the following: 
(a) The reporting location in this state at which an employee or owner 

performs services for the taxpayer on a regular or periodic basis during the 
taxable year: 

(b) If no reporting location exists in this state for an employee or owner 
under division (A)(4)(a) of this section, the reporting location in this state at 
which the employee's or owner's supervisor regularly or periodically reports 
during the taxable year: 

(c) If no reporting location exists in this state for an employee or owner 
under division (A)( 4)(a) or (b) of this section, the location that the taxpayer 
otherwise assigns as the employee's or owner's qualifying reporting location, 
provided the assignment is made in good faith and is recorded and 
maintained in the taxpayer's business records. A taxpayer may change the 
qualifying reporting location designated for an employee or owner under 
this division at any time. 

(B) A taxpayer may elect to apply the provisions of this section to the 
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apportionment of its net profit from a business or profession. For taxpayers 
that make this election, the provisions of section 718.02 of the Revised Code 
apply to such apportionment except as otherwise provided in this section. 

A taxpayer shall make the election allowed under this section in writing 
on or with the taxpayer's net profit return or, if applicable, a timely filed 
amended net profit return or a timely filed appeal of an assessment. The 
election applies to the taxable year for which that return or appeal is filed 
and for all subsequent taxable years, until the taxpayer revokes the election. 

The taxpayer shall make the initial election with the tax administrator of 
each municipal corporation with which, after applying the apportionment 
provisions authorized in this section, the taxpayer is required to file a net 
profit tax return for that taxable year. A taxpayer shall not be required to 
notify the tax administrator of a municipal corporation in which a qualifying 
remote employee's or owner's qualifying remote work location is located, 
unless the taxpayer is otherwise required to file a net profit return with that 
municipal corporation due to business operations that are unrelated to the 
employee's or owner's activity at the qualifying remote work location. 

After the taxpayer makes the initial election, the election applies to 
every municipal corporation in which the taxpayer conducts business. The 
taxpayer shall not be required to file a net profit return with a municipal 
corporation solely because a qualifying remote employee's or owner's 
qualifying remote work location is located in such municipal corporation. 

Nothing in this section prohibits a taxpayer from making a new election 
under this section after properly revoking a prior election. 

(C) For the purpose of calculating the ratios described in division (A) of 
section 718.02 of the Revised Code, all of the following apply to a taxpayer 
that has made the election described in division (B) of this section: 

(1) For the purpose of division (A)(l) of section 718.02 of the Revised 
Code, the average original cost of any tangible personal property used by a 
qualifying remote employee or owner at that individual's qualifying remote 
work location shall be sitused to that individual's qualifying reporting 
location. 

(2) For the purpose of division (A)(2) of section 718.02 of the Revised 
Code, any wages, salaries, and other compensation paid during the taxable 
period to a qualifying remote employee or owner for services performed at 
that individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to that 
individual's qualifying reporting location. 

(3) For the purpose of division (A)(3) of section 718.02 of the Revised 
Code, and notwithstanding division (D) of that section, any gross receipts of 
the business or profession from services performed during the taxable period 
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by a gualifying remote employee or owner for services performed at that 
individual's gualifying remote work location shall be sitused to that 
individual's gualifying reporting location. 

(D) Nothing in this section prevents a taxpayer from reguesting. or a tax 
administrator from reguiring. that the taxpayer use, with respect to all or a 
portion of the income of the taxpayer. an alternative apportionment method 
as described in division (B) of section 718.02 of the Revised Code. 
However. a tax administrator shall not reguire an alternative apportionment 
method in such a manner that it would reguire a taxpayer to file a net profit 
return with a municipal corporation solely because a gualifying remote 
employee's or owner's gualifying remote work location is located in that 
municipal corporation. 

(E) Excwt as otherwise provided in this section. nothing in this section 
is intended to affect the withholding of taxes on gualifying wages pursuant 
to sections 718.011 and 718.03 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 718.05. (A) An annual return with respect to the income tax levied 
by a municipal corporation shall be completed and filed by every taxpayer 
for any taxable year for which the taxpayer is liable for the tax. If the total 
credit allowed against the tax as described in division (D) of section 718.04 
of the Revised Code for the year is equal to or exceeds the tax imposed by 
the municipal corporation, no return shall be required unless the municipal 
ordinance or resolution levying the tax requires the filing of a return in such 
circumstances. 

(B) If an individual is deceased, any return or notice required of that 
individual shall be completed and filed by that decedent's executor, 
administrator, or other person charged with the property of that decedent. 

(C) If an individual is unable to complete and file a return or notice 
required by a municipal corporation in accordance with this chapter, the 
return or notice required of that individual shall be completed and filed by 
the individual's duly authorized agent, guardian, conservator, fiduciary, or 
other person charged with the care of the person or property of that 
individual. 

(D) Returns or notices required of an estate or a trust shall be completed 
and filed by the fiduciary of the estate or trust. 

(E) No municipal corporation shall deny spouses the ability to file a 
joint return. 

(F)(l) Each return required to be filed under this section shall contain 
the signature of the taxpayer or the taxpayer's duly authorized agent and of 
the person who prepared the return for the taxpayer, and shall include the 
taxpayer's social security number or taxpayer identification number. Each 
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return shall be verified by a declaration under penalty of perjury. 
(2) A tax administrator may require a taxpayer who is an individual to 

include, with each annual return, amended return, or request for refund 
required under this section, copies of only the following documents: all of 
the taxpayer's Internal Revenue Service form W-2, "Wage and Tax 
Statements," including all information reported on the taxpayer's federal 
W-2, as well as taxable wages reported or withheld for any municipal 
corporation; the taxpayer's Internal Revenue Service form 1040 or, in the 
case of a return or request required by a qualified municipal corporation, 
Ohio form IT-1040; and, with respect to an amended tax return or refund 
request, any other documentation necessary to support the refund request or 
the adjustments made in the amended return. An individual taxpayer who 
files the annual return required by this section electronically is not required 
to provide paper copies of any of the foregoing to the tax administrator 
unless the tax administrator requests such copies after the return has been 
filed. 

(3) A tax administrator may require a taxpayer that is not an individual 
to include, with each annual net profit return, amended net profit return, or 
request for refund required under this section, copies of only the following 
documents: the taxpayer's Internal Revenue Service form 1041, form 1065, 
form 1120, form 1120-REIT, form 1120F, or form 1120S, and, with respect 
to an amended tax return or refund request, any other documentation 
necessary to support the refund request or the adjustments made in the 
amended return. 

A taxpayer that is not an individual and that files an annual net profit 
return electronically through the Ohio business gateway or in some other 
manner shall either mail the documents required under this division to the 
tax administrator at the time of filing or, if electronic submission is 
available, submit the documents electronically through the Ohio business 
gateway. The department of taxation shall publish a method of electronically 
submitting the documents required under this division through the Ohio 
business gateway on or before January 1, 2016. The department shall 
transmit all documents submitted electronically under this division to the 
appropriate tax administrator. 

(4) After a taxpayer files a tax return, the tax administrator may request, 
and the taxpayer shall provide, any information, statements, or documents 
required by the municipal corporation to determine and verify the taxpayer's 
municipal income tax liability. The requirements imposed under division (F) 
of this section apply regardless of whether the taxpayer files on a generic 
form or on a form prescribed by the tax administrator. 
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(G)(l)(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, each individual 
income tax return required to be filed under this section shall be completed 
and filed as required by the tax administrator on or before the date 
prescribed for the filing of state individual income tax returns under division 
(G) of section 5747.08 of the Revised Code. The taxpayer shall complete 
and file the return or notice on forms prescribed by the tax administrator or 
on generic forms, together with remittance made payable to the municipal 
corporation or tax administrator. No remittance is required if the amount 
shown to be due is ten dollars or less. A municipal corporation shall not 
require a qualifying employee whose income consists exclusively of exempt 
income described in division (C)(20)(b) or (c) of section 718.01 of the 
Revised Code to file a return under this section. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, each annual net profit 
return required to be filed under this section by a taxpayer that is not an 
individual shall be completed and filed as required by the tax administrator 
on or before the fifteenth day of the fourth month following the end of the 
taxpayer's taxable year. The taxpayer shall complete and file the return or 
notice on forms prescribed by the tax administrator or on generic forms, 
together with remittance made payable to the municipal corporation or tax 
administrator. No remittance is required if the amount shown to be due is 
ten dollars or less. 

(2)(a) Any taxpayer that has duly requested an automatic six-month 
extension for filing the taxpayer's federal income tax return shall 
automatically receive an extension for the filing of a municipal income tax 
return. The extended due date of the municipal income tax return for a 
taxpayer that is an individual shall be the fifteenth day of the tenth month 
after the last day of the taxable year to which the return relates. The 
extended due date of the municipal income tax return for a taxpayer that is 
not an individual shall be the fifteenth day of the eleventh month after the 
last day of the taxable year to which the return relates. 

(b) A taxpayer that has not requested or received a six-month extension 
for filing the taxpayer's federal income tax return may request that the tax 
administrator grant the taxpayer a six-month extension of the date for filing 
the taxpayer's municipal income tax return. If the request is received by the 
tax administrator on or before the date the municipal income tax return is 
due, the tax administrator shall grant the taxpayer's requested extension. 

(c) An extension of time to file under division (G)(2) of this section is 
not an extension of the time to pay any tax due unless the tax administrator 
grants an extension of that date. 

(3) If the tax commissioner extends for all taxpayers the date for filing 
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state income tax returns under division (G) of section 5747.08 of the 
Revised Code, a taxpayer shall automatically receive an extension for the 
filing of a municipal income tax return. The extended due date of the 
municipal income tax return shall be the same as the extended due date of 
the state income tax return. 

(4) If the tax administrator considers it necessary in order to ensure the 
payment of the tax imposed by the municipal corporation in accordance with 
this chapter, the tax administrator may require taxpayers to file returns and 
make payments otherwise than as provided in this section, including 
taxpayers not otherwise required to file annual returns. 

(5) If a taxpayer receives an extension for the filing of a municipal 
income tax return under division (G)(2), (3), or (4) of this section, the tax 
administrator shall not make any inquiry or send any notice to the taxpayer 
with regard to the return on or before the date the taxpayer files the return or 
on or before the extended due date to file the return, whichever occurs first. 

If a tax administrator violates division (G)(5) of this section, the 
municipal corporation shall reimburse the taxpayer for any reasonable costs 
incurred to respond to such inquiry or notice, up to one hundred fifty dollars. 

Division (G)(5) of this section does not apply to an extension received 
under division (G)(2) of this section if the tax administrator has actual 
knowledge that the taxpayer failed to file for a federal extension as required 
to receive the extension under division (G)(2)(a) of this section or failed to 
file for an extension under division (G)(2)(b) of this section . 

.(0 To the extent that any provision in this division conflicts with any 
provision in section 718.052 of the Revised Code, the provision in that 
section prevails. 

(H)(l) For taxable years beginning after 2015, a municipal corporation 
shall not require a taxpayer to remit tax with respect to net profits if the 
amount due is less than ten dollars. 

(2) Except as provided in division (H)(3) of this section, any taxpayer 
not required to remit tax to a municipal corporation for a taxable year 
pursuant to division (H)(l) of this section shall file with the municipal 
corporation an annual net profit return under division (F)(3) of this section. 

(3) A municipal corporation shall not require a person to file a net profit 
return under this section if the person's income consists exclusively of 
exempt income described in division (C)(20)(a) of section 718.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(I)(1) If any report, claim, statement, or other document required to be 
filed, or any payment required to be made, within a prescribed period or on 
or before a prescribed date under this chapter is delivered after that period or 
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that date by United States mail to the tax administrator or other municipal 
official with which the report, claim, statement, or other document is 
required to be filed, or to which the payment is required to be made, the date 
of the postmark stamped on the cover in which the report, claim, statement, 
or other document, or payment is mailed shall be deemed to be the date of 
delivery or the date of payment. "The date of postmark" means, in the event 
there is more than one date on the cover, the earliest date imprinted on the 
cover by the postal service. 

(2) If a payment under this chapter is made by electronic funds transfer, 
the payment shall be considered to be made on the date of the timestamp 
assigned by the first electronic system receiving that payment. 

(J) The amounts withheld by an employer, the agent of an employer, or 
an other payer as described in section 718.03 of the Revised Code shall be 
allowed to the recipient of the compensation as credits against payment of 
the tax imposed on the recipient by the municipal corporation, unless the 
amounts withheld were not remitted to the municipal corporation and the 
recipient colluded with the employer, agent, or other payer in connection 
with the failure to remit the amounts withheld. 

(K) Each return required by a municipal corporation to be filed in 
accordance with this section shall include a box that the taxpayer may check 
to authorize another person, including a tax return preparer who prepared 
the return, to communicate with the tax administrator about matters 
pertaining to the return. The return or instructions accompanying the return 
shall indicate that by checking the box the taxpayer authorizes the tax 
administrator to contact the preparer or other person concerning questions 
that arise during the examination or other review of the return and 
authorizes the preparer or other person only to provide the tax administrator 
with information that is missing from the return, to contact the tax 
administrator for information about the examination or other review of the 
return or the status of the taxpayer's refund or payments, and to respond to 
notices about mathematical errors, offsets, or return preparation that the 
taxpayer has received from the tax administrator and has shown to the 
preparer or other person. 

(L) The tax administrator of a municipal corporation shall accept for 
filing a generic form of any income tax return, report, or document required 
by the municipal corporation in accordance with this chapter, provided that 
the generic form, once completed and filed, contains all of the information 
required by ordinance, resolution, or rules adopted by the municipal 
corporation or tax administrator, and provided that the taxpayer or tax return 
preparer filing the generic form otherwise complies with the provisions of 
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this chapter and of the municipal corporation ordinance or resolution 
governing the filing of returns, reports, or documents. 

(M) When income tax returns, reports, or other documents require the 
signature of a tax return preparer, the tax administrator shall accept a 
facsimile of such a signature in lieu of a manual signature. 

(N)(l) As used in this division, "worksite location" has the same 
meaning as in section 718.011 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A person may notify a tax administrator that the person does not 
expect to be a taxpayer with respect to the municipal corporation for a 
taxable year ifboth of the following conditions apply: 

(a) The person was required to file a tax return with the municipal 
corporation for the immediately preceding taxable year because the person 
performed services at a worksite location within that municipal corporation. 

(b) The person no longer provides services in the municipal corporation 
and does not expect to be subject to the municipal corporation's income tax 
for the taxable year. 

The person shall provide the notice in a signed affidavit that briefly 
explains the person's circumstances, including the location of the previous 
worksite location and the last date on which the person performed services 
or made any sales within the municipal corporation. The affidavit also shall 
include the following statement: "The affiant has no plans to perform any 
services within the municipal corporation, make any sales in the municipal 
corporation, or otherwise become subject to the tax levied by the municipal 
corporation during the taxable year. If the affiant does become subject to the 
tax levied by the municipal corporation for the taxable year, the affiant 
agrees to be considered a taxpayer and to properly register as a taxpayer 
with the municipal corporation if such a registration is required by the 
municipal corporation's resolutions, ordinances, or rules." The person shall 
sign the affidavit under penalty ofperjury. 

(c) If a person submits an affidavit described in division (N)(2) of this 
section, the tax administrator shall not require the person to file any tax 
return for the taxable year unless the tax administrator possesses information 
that conflicts with the affidavit or if the circumstances described in the 
affidavit change. Nothing in division (N) of this section prohibits the tax 
administrator from performing an audit of the person. 

Sec. 718.0:21718.17. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Nonqualified deferred compensation plan" means a compensation 

plan described in section 3121(v)(2)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
(2)(a) Except as provided in division (A)(2)(b) of this section, 

"qualifying loss" means the excess, if any, of the total amount of 
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compensation the payment of which is deferred pursuant to a nonqualified 
deferred compensation plan over the total amount of income the taxpayer 
has recognized for federal income tax purposes for all taxable years on a 
cumulative basis as compensation with respect to the taxpayer's receipt of 
money and property attributable to distributions in connection with the 
nonqualified deferred compensation plan. 

(b) If, for one or more taxable years, the taxpayer has not paid to one or 
more municipal corporations income tax imposed on the entire amount of 
compensation the payment of which is deferred pursuant to a nonqualified 
deferred compensation plan, then the "qualifying loss" is the product of the 
amount resulting from the calculation described in division (A)(2)(a) of this 
section computed without regard to division (A)(2)(b) of this section and a 
fraction the numerator of which is the portion of such compensation on 
which the taxpayer has paid income tax to one or more municipal 
corporations and the denominator of which is the total amount of 
compensation the payment of which is deferred pursuant to a nonqualified 
deferred compensation plan. 

(c) With respect to a nonqualified deferred compensation plan, the 
taxpayer sustains a qualifying loss only in the taxable year in which the 
taxpayer receives the final distribution of money and property pursuant to 
that nonqualified deferred compensation plan. 

(3) "Qualifying tax rate" means the applicable tax rate for the taxable 
year for which the taxpayer paid income tax to a municipal corporation with 
respect to any portion of the total amount of compensation the payment of 
which is deferred pursuant to a nonqualified deferred compensation plan. If 
different tax rates applied for different taxable years, then the "qualifying 
tax rate" is a weighted average of those different tax rates. The weighted 
average shall be based upon the tax paid to the municipal corporation each 
year with respect to the nonqualified deferred compensation plan. 

(B)(l) Except as provided in division (D) of this section, a refundable 
credit shall be allowed against the income tax imposed by a municipal 
corporation for each qualifying loss sustained by a taxpayer during the 
taxable year. The amount of the credit shall be equal to the product of the 
qualifying loss and the qualifying tax rate. 

(2) A taxpayer shall claim the credit allowed under this section from 
each municipal corporation to which the taxpayer paid municipal income tax 
with respect to the nonqualified deferred compensation plan in one or more 
taxable years. 

(3) If a taxpayer has paid tax to more than one municipal corporation 
with respect to the nonqualified deferred compensation plan, the amount of 
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the credit that a taxpayer may claim from each municipal corporation shall 
be calculated on the basis of each municipal corporation's proportionate 
share of the total municipal corporation income tax paid by the taxpayer to 
all municipal corporations with respect to the nonqualified deferred 
compensation plan. 

(4) In no case shall the amount of the credit allowed under this section 
exceed the cumulative income tax that a taxpayer has paid to a municipal 
corporation for all taxable years with respect to the nonqualified deferred 
compensation plan. 

(C)(l) For purposes of this section, municipal corporation income tax 
that has been withheld with respect to a nonqualified deferred compensation 
plan shall be considered to have been paid by the taxpayer with respect to 
the nonqualified deferred compensation plan. 

(2) Any municipal income tax that has been refunded or otherwise 
credited for the benefit of the taxpayer with respect to a nonqualified 
deferred compensation plan shall not be considered to have been paid to the 
municipal corporation by the taxpayer. 

(D) The credit allowed under this section is allowed only to the extent 
the taxpayer's qualifying loss is attributable to: 

(1) The insolvency or bankruptcy of the employer who had established 
the nonqualified deferred compensation plan; or 

(2) The employee's failure or inability to satisfy all of the employer's 
terms and conditions necessary to receive the nonqualified deferred 
compensation. 

Sec. 718.27. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Applicable law" means this chapter, the resolutions, ordinances, 

codes, directives, instructions, and rules adopted by a municipal corporation 
provided such resolutions, ordinances, codes, directives, instructions, and 
rules impose or directly or indirectly address the levy, payment, remittance, 
or filing requirements of a municipal income tax. 

(2) "Income tax," "estimated income tax," and "withholding tax" means 
any income tax, estimated income tax, and withholding tax imposed by a 
municipal corporation pursuant to applicable law, including at any time 
before January 1, 2016. 

(3) A "return" includes any tax return, report, reconciliation, schedule, 
and other document required to be filed with a tax administrator or 
municipal corporation by a taxpayer, employer, any agent of the employer, 
or any other payer pursuant to applicable law, including at any time before 
January 1, 2016. 

(4) "Federal short-term rate" means the rate of the average market yield 
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on outstanding marketable obligations of the United States with remaining 
periods to maturity of three years or less, as determined under section 1274 
of the Internal Revenue Code, for July of the current year. 

(5) "Interest rate as described in division (A) of this section" means the 
federal short-term rate, rounded to the nearest whole number per cent, plus 
five per cent. The rate shall apply for the calendar year next following the 
July of the year in which the federal short-term rate is determined in 
accordance with division (A)(4) of this section. 

(6) "Unpaid estimated income tax" means estimated income tax due but 
not paid by the date the tax is required to be paid under applicable law. 

(7) "Unpaid income tax" means income tax due but not paid by the date 
the income tax is required to be paid under applicable law. 

(8) "Unpaid withholding tax" means withholding tax due but not paid by 
the date the withholding tax is required to be paid under applicable law. 

(9) "Withholding tax" includes amounts an employer, any agent of an 
employer, or any other payer did not withhold in whole or in part from an 
employee's qualifying wages, but that, under applicable law, the employer, 
agent, or other payer is required to withhold from an employee's qualifying 
wages. 

(B)(l) This section applies to the following: 
(a) Any return required to be filed under applicable law for taxable 

years beginning on or after January 1, 2016; 
(b) Income tax, estimated income tax, and withholding tax required to 

be paid or remitted to the municipal corporation on or after January 1, 2016. 
(2) This section does not apply to returns required to be filed or 

payments required to be made before January 1, 2016, regardless of the 
filing or payment date. Returns required to be filed or payments required to 
be made before January 1, 2016, but filed or paid after that date shall be 
subject to the ordinances or rules, as adopted before January 1, 2016, of the 
municipal corporation to which the return is to be filed or the payment is to 
be made. 

(C) Each municipal corporation levying a tax on income may impose on 
a taxpayer, employer, any agent of the employer, and any other payer, and 
must attempt to collect, the interest amounts and penalties prescribed under 
division (C) of this section when the taxpayer, employer, any agent of the 
employer, or any other payer for any reason fails, in whole or in part, to 
make to the municipal corporation timely and full payment or remittance of 
income tax, estimated income tax, or withholding tax or to file timely with 
the municipal corporation any return required to be filed. 

(1) Interest shall be imposed at the rate described in division (A) of this 
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section, per annum, on all unpaid income tax, unpaid estimated income tax, 
and unpaid withholding tax. 

(2)(a) With respect to unpaid income tax and unpaid estimated income 
tax, a municipal corporation may impose a penalty equal to fifteen per cent 
of the amount not timely paid. 

(b) With respect to any unpaid withholding tax, a municipal corporation 
may impose a penalty not exceeding fifty per cent of the amount not timely 
paid. 

(3) With respect to returns other than estimated income tax returns, a 
municipal corporation may impose a penalty ef not exceeding twenty-five 
dollars for each failure to timely file each return, regardless of the liability 
shown thereon for each moath, or aay fraetioa thereof, dtiriag vthieh the 
retttffl remaias ttafiled regardless of the liB:-Bility sho•.va thereoa. The 'POfl:alty 
shall aot mteeed oae httadred fifty dollars for each failttre, except that a 
municipal corporation shall abate or refund the penalty assessed on a 
taxpayer's first failure to timely file a return after the taxpayer files that 
return. 

(D)(l) With respect to the income taxes, estimated income taxes, 
withholding taxes, and returns, no municipal corporation shall impose, seek 
to collect, or collect any penalty, amount of interest, charges, or additional 
fees not described in this section. 

(2) With respect to the income taxes, estimated income taxes, 
withholding taxes, and returns not described in division (A) of this section, 
nothing in this section requires a municipal corporation to refund or credit 
any penalty, amount of interest, charges, or additional fees that the 
municipal corporation has properly imposed or collected before January 1, 
2016. 

(E) Nothing in this section limits the authority of a municipal 
corporation to abate or partially abate penalties or interest imposed under 
this section when the tax administrator determines, in the tax administrator's 
sole discretion, that such abatement is appropriate. 

(F) By the thirty-first day of October of each year the municipal 
corporation shall publish the rate described in division (A) of this section 
applicable to the next succeeding calendar year. 

(G) The municipal corporation may impose on the taxpayer, employer, 
any agent of the employer, or any other payer the municipal corporation's 
post-judgment collection costs and fees, including attorney's fees. 

Sec. 718.80. (A) A taxpayer may elect to be subject to sections 718.80 
to 718.95 of the Revised Code in lieu of the provisions set forth in the 
remainder of this chapter. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
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chapter, upon the taxpayer's election, both of the following shall apply: 
(1) The tax commissioner shall serve as the sole administrator of each 

municipal income tax for which the taxpayer is liable for the term of the 
election; 

(2) The commissioner shall administer the tax pursuant to sections 
718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code and any applicable provision of 
Chapter 5703. of the Revised Code. 

(B)(l) A taxpayer shall make the initial election on or before the 
fifteenth day of the fourth month after the beginning of the taxpayer's 
taxable year by providing to the tax commissioner a list of all municipal 
corporations in which the taxpayer conducted business during the previous 
taxable year, on a form prescribed by the tax commissioner. 

(2) At least quarterly, the tax commissioner shall notify each municipal 
corporation that a taxpayer lists in its election under division (B)(l) of this 
section that the taxpayer has made the election. 

(3)(a) The election, once made by the taxpayer, applies to the taxable 
year in which the election is made and to each subsequent taxable year until 
the taxpayer notifies the tax commissioner of its termination of the election. 

(b) A notification of termination shall be made, on a form prescribed by 
the tax commissioner, on or before the fifteenth day of the fourth month of 
any taxable year. 

(c) Upon a timely and valid termination of the election, the taxpayer is 
no longer subject to sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code, and is 
instead subject to the provisions set forth in the remainder of this chapter. 

(d) At least quarterly, the tax commissioner shall notify each municipal 
corporation reported on a taxpayer's most recent return or declaration filed 
with the commissioner of the taxpayer's termination of its election. 

(4) The tax commissioner shall provide to all municipal corporations 
imposing a tax on income on or after January 1, 2018, a list of taxpayers that 
are subject to sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code, including the 
taxpayers' names, addresses, and federal employee identification numbers. 
The list shall be made available via the portal created under section 718.841 
of the Revised Code. 

(C)(l)(a) On or before the thirty-first day of January each year, each 
municipal corporation imposing a tax on income shall certify to the tax 
commissioner the rate of the tax in effect on the first day of January of that 
year. 

(b) If, after the thirty-first day of January of any year, the eleeters ef a 
municipal corporation &J'pre•re aft ifterease ift chan~es the rate of the 
municipal corporation's tax on income such that a new rate takes effect 
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within that year, the municipal corporation shall certify to the tax 
commissioner the new rate of tax not less than sixty days before the 
effective date of the ie:eFease new rate, after which effective date the 
commissioner shall apply the ie:eFeasea new rate. 

(2) A municipal corporation that receives a notification under division 
(B)(2) of this section shall submit to the tax commissioner, on a form 
prescribed by the commissioner and within the time prescribed by division 
(C)(3) of this section, the following information regarding the taxpayer and 
any member of an affiliated group of corporations included on the taxpayer's 
consolidated tax return, when applicable: 

(a) The amount of any net operating loss that the taxpayer is entitled to 
carry forward to a future tax year; 

(b) The amount of any net operating loss carryforward utilized by the 
taxpayer in prior years; 

(c) Any credits granted by the municipal corporation to which the 
taxpayer is entitled, the amount of such credits, whether the credits may be 
carried forward to future tax years, and, if the credits may be carried 
forward, the duration of any such carryforward; 

(d) Any overpayments of tax that the taxpayer has elected to carry 
forward to a subsequent tax year; 

(e) Any other information the municipal corporation deems relevant in 
order to effectuate the tax commissioner's efficient administration of the tax 
on the municipal corporation's behalf. 

(3) A municipal corporation shall submit the information required under 
division (C)(2) of this section to the tax commissioner within ninety days 
after the taxpayer files its final return or within fifteen days after the end of 
the taxable year for which the taxpayer made the initial election under 
division (B)(l) of this section, whichever occurs first. For the purposes of 
this section, "final return" means the return filed with the municipal 
corporation for the taxable year immediately preceding the taxable year for 
which the taxpayer made the election under division (B)(l) of this section. 

(4) If any municipal corporation fails to timely comply with division 
(C)(l), (2), or (3) of this section, the tax commissioner may notify the 
director of budget and management, who, upon receiving such notification, 
shall withhold a portion of each payment made to the municipal corporation 
under section 718.83 of the Revised Code. The commissioner shall specify 
the percentage of the payment to be withheld, not to exceed fifty per cent of 
the amount of the payment otherwise due to the municipal corporation under 
that section. The director shall compute the withholding on the basis of the 
tax rate most recently certified to the tax commissioner until the municipal 
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corporation complies with divisions (C)(l), (2), and (3) of this section. 
If, after any such withholding, the municipal corporation complies with 

divisions (C)(l), (2), and (3) of this section, the tax commissioner shall 
notify the director of budget and management, who shall provide payment to 
the municipal corporation under section 718.83 of the Revised Code of such 
amounts withheld under this division. 

(D) The tax commissioner shall enforce and administer sections 718.80 
to 718.95 of the Revised Code. In addition to any other powers conferred 
upon the tax commissioner by law, the tax commissioner may: 

(1) Prescribe all forms necessary to administer those sections; 
(2) Adopt such rules as the tax commissioner finds necessary to carry 

out those sections; 
(3) Appoint and employ such personnel as are necessary to carry out the 

duties imposed upon the tax commissioner by those sections. 
(E) No tax administrator shall utilize sections 718.81 to 718.95 of the 

Revised Code in the administrator's administration of a municipal income 
tax, and those sections shall not be applied to any taxpayer that has not made 
the election under this section. 

(F) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to make any section of 
this chapter, other than sections 718.01 and 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised 
Code, applicable to the tax commissioner's administration of a municipal 
income tax or to any taxpayer that has made the election under this section. 

(G) The tax commissioner shall not be considered a tax administrator, as 
that term is defined in section 718.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 718.82. This section applies to any taxpayer that is engaged in a 
business or profession in a municipal corporation and that has made the 
election under section 718.80 of the Revised Code. 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in section 718.821 of the Revised 
Code and division (B) of this section, net profit from a business or 
profession conducted both within and without the boundaries of a municipal 
corporation shall be considered as having a taxable situs in the municipal 
corporation for purposes of municipal income taxation in the same 
proportion as the average ratio of the following: 

(1) The average original cost of the real property and tangible personal 
property owned or used by the taxpayer in the business or profession in the 
municipal corporation during the taxable period to the average original cost 
of all of the real and tangible personal property owned or used by the 
taxpayer in the business or profession during the same period, wherever 
situated. 

As used in the preceding paragraph, tangible personal or real property 
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shall include property rented or leased by the taxpayer and the value of such 
property shall be determined by multiplying the annual rental thereon by 
eight; 

(2) Wages, salaries, and other compensation paid during the taxable 
period to individuals employed in the business or profession for services 
performed in the municipal corporation to wages, salaries, and other 
compensation paid during the same period to individuals employed in the 
business or profession, wherever the individual's services are performed, 
excluding compensation from which taxes are not required to be withheld 
under section 718.011 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Total gross receipts of the business or profession from sales and 
rentals made and services performed during the taxable period in the 
municipal corporation to total gross receipts of the business or profession 
during the same period from sales, rentals, and services, wherever made or 
performed. 

(B)(l) If the apportionment factors described in division (A) of this 
section do not fairly represent the extent of a taxpayer's business activity in 
a municipal corporation, the taxpayer may request, or the tax commissioner 
may require, that the taxpayer use, with respect to all or any portion of the 
income of the taxpayer, an alternative apportionment method involving one 
or more of the following: 

(a) Separate accounting; 
(b) The exclusion of one or more of the factors; 
(c) The inclusion of one or more additional factors that would provide 

for a more fair apportionment of the income of the taxpayer to the municipal 
corporation; 

(d) A modification of one or more of the factors. 
(2) A taxpayer request to use an alternative apportionment method shall 

be in writing and shall accompany a tax return, timely filed appeal of an 
assessment, or timely filed amended tax return. The taxpayer may use the 
requested alternative method unless the tax commissioner denies the request 
in an assessment issued within the period prescribed by division (A) of 
section 718.90 of the Revised Code. 

(3) The tax commissioner may require a taxpayer to use an alternative 
apportionment method as described in division (B)(l) of this section only by 
issuing an assessment to the taxpayer within the period prescribed by 
division (A) of section 718.90 of the Revised Code. 

(C) As used in division (A)(2) of this section, "wages, salaries, and 
other compensation" includes only wages, salaries, or other compensation 
paid to an employee for services performed at any of the following 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
582 

locations: 
(1) A location that is owned, controlled, or used by, rented to, or under 

the possession of one of the following: 
(a) The employer; 
(b) A vendor, customer, client, or patient of the employer, or a related 

member of such a vendor, customer, client, or patient; 
(c) A vendor, customer, client, or patient of a person described in 

division (C)(l)(b) of this section, or a related member of such a vendor, 
customer, client, or patient. 

(2) Any location at which a trial, appeal, hearing, investigation, inquiry, 
review, court-martial, or similar administrative, judicial, or legislative 
matter or proceeding is being conducted, provided that the compensation is 
paid for services performed for, or on behalf of, the employer or that the 
employee's presence at the location directly or indirectly benefits the 
employer; 

(3) Any other location, if the tax commissioner determines that the 
employer directed the employee to perform the services at the other location 
in lieu of a location described in division (C)(l) or (2) of this section solely 
in order to avoid or reduce the employer's municipal income tax liability. If 
the tax commissioner makes such a determination, the employer may 
dispute the determination by establishing, by a preponderance of the 
evidence, that the tax commissioner's determination was unreasonable. 

(D) For the purposes of division (A)(3) of this section, and except as 
provided in section 718.821 of the Revised Code, receipts from sales and 
rentals made and services performed shall be sitused to a municipal 
corporation as follows: 

(1) Gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal property shall be 
sitused to the municipal corporation only if, regardless of where title passes, 
the property meets either of the following criteria: 

(a) The property is shipped to or delivered within the municipal 
corporation from a stock of goods located within the municipal corporation. 

(b) The property is delivered within the municipal corporation from a 
location outside the municipal corporation, provided the taxpayer is 
regularly engaged through its own employees in the solicitation or 
promotion of sales within such municipal corporation and the sales result 
from such solicitation or promotion. 

(2) Gross receipts from the sale of services shall be sitused to the 
municipal corporation to the extent that such services are performed in the 
municipal corporation. 

(3) To the extent included in income, gross receipts from the sale ofreal 
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property located in the municipal corporation shall be sitused to the 
municipal corporation. 

(4) To the extent included in income, gross receipts from rents and 
royalties from real property located in the municipal corporation shall be 
sitused to the municipal corporation. 

(5) Gross receipts from rents and royalties from tangible personal 
property shall be sitused to the municipal corporation based upon the extent 
to which the tangible personal property is used in the municipal corporation. 

(E) Commissions received by a real estate agent or broker relating to the 
sale, purchase, or lease of real estate shall be sitused to the municipal 
corporation in which the real estate is located. Net profit reported by the real 
estate agent or broker shall be allocated to a municipal corporation based 
upon the ratio of the commissions the agent or broker received from the 
sale, purchase, or lease of real estate located in the municipal corporation to 
the commissions received from the sale, purchase, or lease of real estate 
everywhere in the taxable year. 

(F) If, in computing a taxpayer's adjusted federal taxable income, the 
taxpayer deducted any amount with respect to a stock option granted to an 
employee, and if the employee is not required to include in the employee's 
income any such amount or a portion thereof because it is exempted from 
taxation under divisions (C)(12) and (R)(l)(d) of section 718.01 of the 
Revised Code by a municipal corporation to which the taxpayer has 
apportioned a portion of its net profit, the taxpayer shall add the amount that 
is exempt from taxation to the taxpayer's net profit that was apportioned to 
that municipal corporation. In no case shall a taxpayer be required to add to 
its net profit that was apportioned to that municipal corporation any amount 
other than the amount upon which the employee would be required to pay 
tax were the amount related to the stock option not exempted from taxation. 

This division applies solely for the purpose of making an adjustment to 
the amount of a taxpayer's net profit that was apportioned to a municipal 
corporation under this section. 

(G) When calculating the ratios described in division (A) of this section 
for the purposes of that division or division (B) of this section, the owner of 
a disregarded entity shall include in the owner's ratios the property, payroll, 
and gross receipts of such disregarded entity. 

Sec. 718.821. (A) Terms used in this section have the same meanings as 
in section 718.021 of the Revised Code. 

(B) A taxpayer may elect to apply the provisions of this section to the 
apportionment of its net profit from a business or profession. For taxpayers 
that make this election, the provisions of section 718.82 of the Revised Code 
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apply to such apportionment except as otherwise provided in this section. 
A taxpayer shall make the election allowed under this section by 

notifying the tax commissioner in writing on or with the taxpayer's net profit 
return or, if applicable, a timely filed amended net profit return or a timely 
filed appeal of an assessment. The election applies to the taxable year for 
which that return or appeal is filed and for all subsequent taxable years, until 
the taxpayer revokes the election. After the taxpayer makes the initial 
election, the election applies to eve.ry municipal corporation in which the 
taxpayer conducts business. 

Nothing in this section prohibits a taxpayer from making a new election 
under this section after properly revoking a prior election. 

(C) For the purpose of calculating the ratios described in division (A) of 
section 718.82 of the Revised Code, all of the following apply to a taxpayer 
that has made the election described in division (B) of this section: 

(1) For the purpose of division (A)(l) of section 718.82 of the Revised 
Code. the average original cost of any tangible personal property used by a 
qualifying remote employee or owner at that individual's qualifying remote 
work location shall be sitused to that individual's qualifying reporting 
location. 

(2) For the purpose of division (A)(2) of section 718.82 of the Revised 
Code, any wages, salaries, and other compensation paid during the taxable 
period to a qualifying remote employee or owner for services performed at 
that individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to that 
individual's qualifying reporting location. 

(3) For the purpose of division (A)(3) of section 718.82 of the Revised 
Code, and notwithstanding division (D) of that section, any gross receipts of 
the business or profession from services performed during the taxable period 
by a qualifying remote employee or owner for services performed at that 
individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to that 
individual's qualifying reporting location. 

(D) Nothing in this section prevents a taxpayer from requesting. or the 
tax commissioner from requiring, that the taxpayer use, with respect to all or 
a portion of the income of the taxpayer, an alternative apportionment 
method as described in division (B) of section 718.82 of the Revised Code. 
However, the commissioner shall not require an alternative apportionment 
method in such a manner that it would cause a taxpayer to incur tax liability 
in a municipal corporation solely because a qualifying remote employee's or 
owner's qualifying remote work location is located in that municipal 
corporation. 

(E) Except as otherwise provided in this section, nothing in this section 
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is intended to affect the withholding of taxes on g,ualifying wages pursuant 
to sections 718.011 and 718.03 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 718.84. (A) Any information gained as a result of returns, 
investigations, hearings, or verifications required or authorized by sections 
718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code is confidential, and no person shall 
disclose such information, except for official purposes, in accordance with a 
proper judicial order, or as provided in section 4123.271 or 5703.21 of the 
Revised Code. The tax commissioner may furnish the internal revenue 
service with copies of returns filed. This section does not prohibit the 
publication of statistics in a form which does not disclose information with 
respect to particular taxpayers. 

(B) In May and No·tefflBef December of each year, the tax 
commissioner shall provide each tax administrator with the following 
information for every taxpayer that fHee had municipal taxable income 
aimortionable to the municipal corporation under this chapter on tax returns 
filed with the commissioner under sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised 
Code aftd thttt had fflttfl:ieival ta-Jta.19le ifteoffle af)f)Ortiofta.19le to the ffl:tlftieival 
eoff)Ofa-1:ioft uftdef this ehaf)tef fof aey f)fiof yea£ in the preceding five or 
seven months, respectively: 

(1) The taxpayer's name, address, and federal employer identification 
number; 

(2) The taxpayer's apportionment ratio for, and amount of municipal 
taxable income apportionable to, the municipal corporation pursuant to 
section 718.82 of the Revised Code; 

(3) The amount of any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward utilized 
by the taxpayer; 

(4) Whether the taxpayer requested that any overpayment be carried 
forward to a future taxable year; 

(5) The amount of any credit claimed under section 718.94 of the 
Revised Code. 

(C) Not later than thirty days after each distribution made to municipal 
corporations under section 718.83 of the Revised Code, the tax 
commissioner shall provide to each municipal corporation a report stating 
the name and federal identification number of every taxpayer that made 
estimated payments that are attributable to the municipal corporation and the 
amount of each such taxpayer's estimated payment. 

(D) Not later than the thirty-first day of January of each year, every 
municipal corporation having taxpayers that have made the election allowed 
under section 718.80 of the Revised Code shall provide to the tax 
commissioner, in a format prescribed by the commissioner, the name and 
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mailing address of up to two persons to whom the municipal corporation 
requests that the commissioner send the information described in divisions 
(B) and (C) of this section. The commissioner shall not provide such 
information to any person other than a person who is designated to receive 
the information under this section and who is employed by the municipal 
corporation or by a tax administrator, as defined in section 718.01 of the 
Revised Code, that administers the municipal corporation's income tax, 
except as may otherwise be provided by law. 

(E)(l) The tax commissioner may adopt rules that further govern the 
terms and conditions under which tax returns filed with the commissioner 
under this chapter, and any other information gained in the performance of 
the commissioner's duties prescribed by this chapter, shall be available for 
inspection by properly authorized officers, employees, or agents of the 
municipal corporations to which the taxpayer's net profit is apportioned 
under section 718.82 of the Revised Code. 

(2) As used in this division, "properly authorized officer, employee, or 
agent" means an officer, employee, or agent of a municipal corporation who 
is authorized by charter or ordinance of the municipal corporation to view or 
possess information referred to in section 718.13 of the Revised Code. 

(F)(l) If, upon receiving the information described in division (B) of 
section 718.91 of the Revised Code or division (B) or (C) of this section, a 
municipal corporation discovers that it has additional information in its 
possession that could result in a change to a taxpayer's tax liability, the 
municipal corporation may refer the taxpayer to the tax commissioner for an 
audit. Such referral shall be made on a form prescribed by the commissioner 
and shall include any information that forms the basis for the referral. 

(2) Upon receipt of a referral under division (F)(l) of this section, the 
commissioner shall review the referral and may conduct an audit of the 
taxpayer that is the subject of the referral based on the information in the 
referral and any other relevant information available to the commissioner. 

(3) Nothing in division (F) of this section shall be construed as forming 
the sole basis upon which the commissioner may conduct an audit of a 
taxpayer. 

(4) Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a municipal corporation from 
filing a writ of mandamus if the municipal corporation believes that the 
commissioner has violated the commissioner's fiduciary duty as the 
administrator of the tax levied by the municipal corporation. 

Sec. 718.85. (A)(l) For each taxable year, every taxpayer shall file an 
annual return. Such return, along with the amount of tax shown to be due on 
the return less the amount paid for the taxable year under section 718.88 of 
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the Revised Code, shall be submitted to the tax commissioner, on a form and 
in the manner prescribed by the commissioner, on or before the fifteenth day 
of the fourth month following the end of the taxpayer's taxable year. 

(2) The remittance shall be made payable to the treasurer of state and in 
the form prescribed by the tax commissioner. If the amount payable with the 
tax return is ten dollars or less, no remittance is required. 

(B) The tax commissioner shall immediately forward to the treasurer of 
state all amounts the commissioner receives pursuant to sections 718.80 to 
718.95 of the Revised Code. The treasurer shall credit such amounts to the 
municipal net profit tax fund which is hereby created in the state treasury. 

(C)(l) Each return required to be filed under this section shall contain 
the signature of the taxpayer or the taxpayer's duly authorized agent and of 
the person who prepared the return for the taxpayer, and shall include the 
taxpayer's identification number. Each return shall be verified by a 
declaration under penalty of perjury. 

(2)(a) The tax commissioner may require a taxpayer to include, with 
each annual tax return, amended return, or request for refund filed with the 
commissioner under sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code, copies 
of any relevant documents or other information. 

(b) A taxpayer that files an annual tax return electronically through the 
Ohio business gateway or in another manner as prescribed by the tax 
commissioner shall either submit the documents required under this division 
electronically as prescribed at the time of filing or, if electronic submission 
is not available, mail the documents to the tax commissioner. The 
department of taxation shall publish a method of electronically submitting 
the documents required under this division on or before January 1, 2019. 

(3) After a taxpayer files a tax return, the tax commissioner may 
request, and the taxpayer shall provide, any information, statements, or 
documents required to determine and verify the taxpayer's municipal income 
tax. 

(D)(l)(a) Any taxpayer that has duly requested an automatic extension 
for filing the taxpayer's federal income tax return shall automatically receive 
an extension for the filing of a tax return with the commissioner under this 
section. The extended due date of the return shall be the fifteenth day of the 
teffift eleventh month after the last day of the taxable year to which the 
return relates. 

(b) A taxpayer that has not requested or received a six-month extension 
for filing the taxpayer's federal income tax return may request that the 
commissioner grant the taxpayer a six-month extension of the date for filing 
the taxpayer's ffltlfl:iei13al iHeoffle tax return. If the commissioner receives the 
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request on or before the date the fflttHiei1ml itt:eeffle tax return is due, the 
commissioner shall grant the taxpayer's extension request. 

(c) An extension of time to file under division (D)(l) of this section is 
not an extension of the time to pay any tax due unless the tax commissioner 
grants an extension of that date. 

(2) If the commissioner considers it necessary in order to ensure 
payment of a tax imposed in accordance with section 718.04 of the Revised 
Code, the commissioner may require taxpayers to file returns and make 
payments otherwise than as provided in this section, including taxpayers not 
otherwise required to file annual returns. 

(3) If a taxpayer receives an extension for the filing of a tax return under 
division (D)(l) or (2) of this section. the commissioner shall not make any 
inquiry or send any notice to the taxpayer with regard to the return on or 
before the date the taxpayer files the return or on or before the extended due 
date to file the return, whichever occurs first. 

Division (D)(3) of this section does not apply to an extension received 
under division (D)(l) of this section if the commissioner has actual 
knowledge that the taxpayer failed to file for a federal extension as required 
to receive the extension under division (D)(l)(a) of this section or failed to 
file for an extension under division (D)(l)(b) of this section. 

(E) Each return required to be filed in accordance with this section shall 
include a box that the taxpayer may check to authorize another person, 
including a tax return preparer who prepared the return, to communicate 
with the tax commissioner about matters pertaining to the return. The return 
or instructions accompanying the return shall indicate that by checking the 
box the taxpayer authorizes the commissioner to contact the preparer or 
other person concerning questions that arise during the examination or other 
review of the return and authorizes the preparer or other person only to 
provide the commissioner with information that is missing from the return, 
to contact the commissioner for information about the examination or other 
review of the return or the status of the taxpayer's refund or payments, and 
to respond to notices about mathematical errors, offsets, or return 
preparation that the taxpayer has received from the commissioner and has 
shown to the preparer or other person. 

(F) When income tax returns or other documents require the signature of 
a tax return preparer, the tax commissioner shall accept a facsimile or 
electronic version of such a signature in lieu of a manual signature. 

Sec. 718.89. (A) In addition to any other penalty imposed by sections 
718.80 to 718.95 or Chapter 5703. of the Revised Code, the following 
penalties shall apply: 
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(1) If a taxpayer required to file a tax return under sections 718.80 to 
718.95 of the Revised Code fails to make and file the return within the time 
prescribed, including any extensions of time granted by the tax 
commissioner, the commissioner may impose a penalty not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars pef ffloftth Of froetioa of a ffloftth, fof eaeh fflOHth Of 
fraetioa of a fflOHth elapsiag eetw=eea the clue clate, iaelucliag e~tteasioas of 
the clue clate, aHcl the Elate ott whieh the fetum is ttlecl. The aggfegate 
pettalty, pef ittstaHee, uttclef this clivisiott shall Hot e~teeecl otte huttclfecl ttfty 
clollafs. except that the commissioner shall abate or refund the penalty 
assessed on a taxpayer's first failure to timely file a return after the taxpayer 
files that return. 

(2) If a person required to file a tax return electronically under sections 
718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code fails to do so, the commissioner may 
impose a penalty not to exceed the following: 

(a) For each of the first two failures, five per cent of the amount 
required to be reported on the return; 

(b) For the third and any subsequent failure, ten per cent of the amount 
required to be reported on the return. 

(3) If a taxpayer that has made the election allowed under section 
718.80 of the Revised Code fails to timely pay an amount of tax required to 
be paid under this chapter, the commissioner may impose a penalty equal to 
fifteen per cent of the amount not timely paid. 

(4) If a taxpayer files what purports to be a tax return required by 
sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code that does not contain 
information upon which the substantial correctness of the return may be 
judged or contains information that on its face indicates that the return is 
substantially incorrect, and the filing of the return in that manner is due to a 
position that is frivolous or a desire that is apparent from the return to delay 
or impede the administration of sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised 
Code, a penalty of up to five hundred dollars may be imposed. 

(5) If a taxpayer makes a fraudulent attempt to evade the reporting or 
payment of the tax required to be shown on any return required under 
sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code, a penalty may be imposed 
not exceeding the greater of one thousand dollars or one hundred per cent of 
the tax required to be shown on the return. 

(6) If any person makes a false or fraudulent claim for a refund under 
section 718.91 of the Revised Code, a penalty may be imposed not 
exceeding the greater of one thousand dollars or one hundred per cent of the 
claim. Any penalty imposed under this division, any refund issued on the 
claim, and interest on any refund from the date of the refund, may be 
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assessed under section 718.90 of the Revised Code without regard to any 
time limitation for the assessment imposed by division (A) of that section. 

(B) For purposes of this section, the tax required to be shown on a tax 
return shall be reduced by the amount of any part of the tax paid on or 
before the date, including any extensions of the date, prescribed for filing 
the return. 

(C) Each penalty imposed under this section shall be in addition to any 
other penalty imposed under this section. All or part of any penalty imposed 
under this section may be abated by the tax commissioner. The 
commissioner may adopt rules governing the imposition and abatement of 
such penalties. 

(D) All amounts collected under this section shall be considered as taxes 
collected under sections 718.80 to 718.95 of the Revised Code and shall be 
credited and distributed to municipal corporations in the same proportion as 
the underlying tax liability is required to be distributed to such municipal 
corporations under section 718.83 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 725.01. As used in sections 725.01 to 725.11 of the Revised Code: 
(A) "Slum area" means an area within a municipal corporation, in which 

area there is a predominance of buildings or improvements, whether 
residential or nonresidential, which by reason of dilapidation, deterioration, 
age or obsolescence, inadequate provision for ventilation, light, air, 
sanitation, or open spaces, high density of population and overcrowding, or 
the existence of conditions which endanger life or property, by fire and other 
causes, or any combination of such factors, is conducive to ill health, 
transmission of disease, infant mortality, juvenile delinquency, or crime, and 
is detrimental to public health, safety, morals, or welfare. 

(B) "Blighted area" means an area within a municipal corporation that 
substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of a municipal corporation, 
retards the provision of housing accommodations, or constitutes an 
economic or social liability and is a menace to the public health, safety, 
morals, or welfare in its present condition and use by reason of the presence 
of a substantial number of slums, deteriorated or deteriorating structures, 
predominance of defective or inadequate street layout, faulty lot layout in 
relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness, unsanitary or unsafe 
conditions, contamination by hazardous substances or petroleum, 
deterioration of site or other improvements, diversity of ownership, tax or 
special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land, 
defective or unusual conditions to title, or the existence of conditions which 
endanger life or property by fire and other causes, or any combination of 
such factors. 
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(C)(l) "Development agreement" means an agreement that includes as a 
minimum all of the following agreements between a municipal corporation 
as obligee and the following parties as obligors: 

(a) An agreement to construct or rehabilitate the structures and facilities 
described in the development agreement on real property described in the 
agreement situated in an urban renewal area, the obligor of such agreement 
to be a party determined by the legislative authority of the municipal 
corporation to have the ability to perform or cause the performance of the 
agreement; 

(b) The agreement required by section 725.04 of the Revised Code, the 
obligor of the agreement to be the owner or owners of the improvements to 
be constructed or rehabilitated; 

(c) An agreement of the owner or owners of the fee simple of the real 
property to which the development agreement pertains, as obligor, that the 
owner or owners and their successors and assigns shall use, develop, and 
redevelop the real property in accordance with, and for the period of, the 
urban renewal plan and shall so bind their successors and assigns by 
appropriate agreements and covenants running with the land enforceable by 
the municipal corporation. 

(2) A municipal corporation on behalf of the holders of urban renewal 
bonds may be the obligor of any of the agreements described in division 
(C)(l) of this section. 

(D) "Revenues" means all rentals received under leases made by the 
municipal corporation in any part or all of one or more urban renewal areas; 
all proceeds of the sale or other disposition of property of the municipal 
corporation in any part or all of one or more urban renewal areas; all 
revenue available to the municipal corporation pursuant to a development 
agreement described in division (C)(l) of this section; and all urban renewal 
service payments collected from any part or all of one or more urban 
renewal areas. 

(E) "Urban renewal area" means a slum area or a blighted area or a 
combination thereof which the legislative authority of the municipal 
corporation designates as appropriate for an urban renewal project. 

(F) "Urban renewal bonds" means, unless the context indicates a 
different meaning, definitive bonds, interim receipts, temporary bonds, and 
urban renewal refunding bonds issued pursuant to sections 725.01 to 725.11 
of the Revised Code, and bonds issued pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 3, 
Ohio Constitution, for the uses specified in section 725.07 of the Revised 
Code. 

(G) "Urban renewal refunding bonds" means the refunding bonds 
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authorized by section 725.07 of the Revised Code. 
(H) "Urban renewal plan" means a plan, as it exists from time to time, 

for an urban renewal project, which plan shall do both of the following: 
(1) Conform to the general plan for the municipal corporation, if any; 
(2) Be sufficiently complete to indicate such land acquisition, 

demolition, and removal of structures, redevelopment, improvements, 
cleanup or remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum, and 
rehabilitation as may be proposed to be carried out in the urban renewal 
area, zoning, and planning changes, if any, land uses, maximum densities, 
and building requirements. 

(I) "Urban renewal project" may include undertakings and activities of a 
municipal corporation in an urban renewal area for the elimination and for 
the prevention of the development or spread of slums and blight. "Urban 
renewal project" may involve slum clearance and redevelopment in an urban 
renewal area, or rehabilitation or conservation in an urban renewal area, or 
any combination or part thereof, in accordance with an urban renewal plan, 
and such aforesaid undertakings and activities may include any of the 
following: 

(1) Acquisition of a slum area or a blighted area, or portion thereof, 
demolition and removal of buildings and improvements; 

(2) Installation, construction, or reconstruction of streets, utilities, parks, 
playgrounds, public buildings and facilities, and other improvements 
necessary for carrying out in the urban renewal area the urban renewal 
objectives in accordance with the urban renewal plan, disposition of any 
property acquired in the urban renewal area, including sale, leasing, or 
retention by the municipal corporation itself, at its fair value for uses in 
accordance with the urban renewal plan; 

(3) Carrying out plans for a program of voluntary or compulsory repair 
and rehabilitation ofbuildings or other improvements in accordance with the 
urban renewal plan; 

(4) The cleanup or remediation of hazardous substances or petroleum in 
fulfillment of revitalization purposes provided for in Article VIII, section 
2q, Ohio Constitution; 

(5) The acquisition, construction, enlargement, improvement, or 
equipment of property, structures, equipment, or facilities for industry, 
commerce, distribution, or research from the proceeds of urban renewal 
bonds issued pursuant to division (C) of section 725.05 of the Revised Code; 
and 

(6) Acquisition of any other real property in the urban renewal area 
where necessary to eliminate unhealthful, unsanitary, or unsafe conditions, 
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lessen density, eliminate obsolete, or other uses detrimental to the public 
welfare, or otherwise to remove or prevent the spread of blight or 
deterioration, or to provide land for needed public facilities. 

(J) "Urban renewal debt retirement fund" means a fund, created 
pursuant to section 725.03 of the Revised Code by the legislative authority 
of a municipal corporation when authorizing a single issue or a series of 
urban renewal bonds, to be used for payment of the principal of and interest 
and redemption premium on such urban renewal bonds, trustee's fees, and 
costs and expenses of providing credit facilities, put arrangements, and 
interest rate hedges, and for fees and expenses of agents, and other fees, 
costs, and expenses, in connection with arrangements under sections 9.98 to 
9.983 of the Revised Code; or when authorizing the repayment of loans 
from the state issued pursuant to Chapter 164. of the Revised Code and used 
for urban renewal projects, to be used to repay the principal and interest on 
such loans. When so authorized by the legislative authority of a municipal 
corporation, such a fund may be used for both purposes permitted under this 
division. 

(K) "Urban renewal service payments" means the urban renewal service 
payments, in lieu of taxes, provided for in section 725.04 of the Revised 
Code. 

(L) "Improvements" means the structures and facilities constructed or 
rehabilitated pursuant to a development agreement. 

(M) "Exemption period" means that period during which all or a portion 
of the assessed valuation of the improvements has been exempted from real 
property taxation pursuant to section 725.02 of the Revised Code. 

(N) "Cleanup or remediation" has the saffle ffleaaiag as ia seetioa 
122.65 of the Revised Code means any action to contain, remove, or dispose 
of hazardous substances or petroleum at a brownfield. "Cleanup or 
remediation" includes the acquisition of a brownfield, demolition performed 
at a brownfield, and the installation or upgrade of the minimum amount of 
infrastructure that is necessary to make a brownfield operational for 
economic development activity. 

(0) "Hazardous substances" and "petroleum" have the same meanings 
as in section 3746.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 727.01. Each municipal corporation shall have special power to 
levy and collect special assessments. The legislative authority of a municipal 
corporation may assess upon the abutting, adjacent, and contiguous, or other 
specially benefited, lots or lands in the municipal corporation, any part of 
the cost connected with the improvement of any street, alley, dock, wharf, 
pier, public road, place, boulevard, parkway, or park entrance or an 
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easement of the municipal corporation available for the purpose of the 
improvement to be made in it by grading, draining, curbing, paving, 
repaving, repairing, treating the surface with substances designed to lay the 
dust on it or preserve it, constructing sidewalks, piers, wharves, docks, 
retaining walls, sewers, sewage disposal works and treatment plants, sewage 
pumping stations, water treatment plants, water pumping stations, 
reservoirs, and water storage tanks or standpipes, together with the facilities 
and appurtenances necessary and proper therefor, drains, storm-water 
retention basins, watercourses, water mains, or laying of water pipe, or the 
lighting, sprinkling, sweeping, or cleaning thereof, or removing snow 
therefrom, any part of the cost and expense of planting, maintaining, and 
removing shade trees thereupon; any part of the cost of a voluntary action, 
as defined in section 3746.01 of the Revised Code, undertaken pursuant to 
Chapter 3746. of the Revised Code by a special improvement district 
created under Chapter 1710. of the Revised Code, including the cost of 
acquiring property with respect to which the voluntary action is undertaken; 
any part of the cost and expense of constructing, maintaining, repairing, 
cleaning, and enclosing ditches; any part of the cost and expense of 
operating, maintaining, and replacing heating and cooling facilities for 
enclosed pedestrian canopies and malls; any part of the cost and expense of 
acquiring and improving parking facilities and structures for off-street 
parking of motor vehicles or of acquiring land and improving it by clearing, 
grading, draining, paving, lighting, erecting, constructing, and equipping it 
for parking facilities and structures for off-street parking of motor vehicles, 
to the extent authorized by section 717.05 of the Revised Code, but only if 
no special assessment made for the purpose of developing off-street parking 
facilities and structures is levied against any land being used solely for 
off-street parking or against any land used solely for single or two-family 
dwellings; any part of the cost and expense of operating and maintaining the 
off-street parking facilities and structures; and any part of the cost connected 
with changing the channel of, or narrowing, widening, dredging, deepening, 
or improving, any stream or watercourse, and for constructing or improving 
any levees or boulevards on any stream or watercourse, or along or about 
any stream or watercourse, together with any retaining wall, riprap 
protection, bulkhead, culverts, approaches, flood gates, waterways, or drains 
incidental to any stream or watercourse, or for making any other 
improvement of any river or lake front, whether it is privately or publicly 
owned, which the legislative authority declares conducive to the public 
health, convenience, or welfare. If a program grant is awarded for an eligible 
project under sections 122.40 to 122.4077 of the Revised Code, a municipal 
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corporation may levy, against dwellings that are subject to the project, a 
special assessment for the purpose of providing a contribution from the 
municipal corporation towards the funding gap for the project. The 
assessment shall be at a rate that will produce a total assessment that is not 
more than the municipal corporation's contribution towards the funding gap 
for the eligible project as described in the application under section 
122.4020 of the Revised Code. In addition, a municipal corporation may 
levy a special assessment for public improvement or public services plans of 
a district formed under Chapter 1710. of the Revised Code, as provided in 
that chapter. In addition, a municipal corporation may levy a special 
assessment for an air quality facility pursuant to an agreement entered into 
under section 3706.051 of the Revised Code, provided that the owner of the 
property to be assessed files a written statement with the legislative 
authority of the municipal corporation requesting that the assessment be 
levied. Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 1710. of the Revised Code, 
special assessments may be levied by any of the following methods: 

(A) By a percentage of the tax value of the property assessed; 
(B) In proportion to the benefits that may result from the improvement; 
(C) By the front foot of the property bounding and abutting upon the 

improvement. 
Sec. 731.141. In those villages that have established the position of 

village administrator, as provided by section 735.271 of the Revised Code, 
the village administrator shall make contracts, purchase supplies and 
materials, and provide labor for any work under the administrator's 
supervision involving not more than fifty thousfrftd dollars the amount 
specified in section 9.17 of the Revised Code. When an expenditure, other 
than the compensation of persons employed by the village, exceeds fifty 
thousfrftd dollars the amount specified in section 9.1 7 of the Revised Code, 
the expenditure shall first be authorized and directed by ordinance of the 
legislative authority of the village. When so authorized and directed, except 
where the contract is for equipment, services, materials, or supplies to be 
purchased under division (D) of section 713.23 or section 125.04 or 5513.01 
of the Revised Code, available from a qualified nonprofit agency pursuant to 
sections 4115.31 to 4115.35 of the Revised Code, or required to be 
purchased from a qualified nonprofit agency under sections 125.60 to 
125.6012 of the Revised Code, the village administrator shall make a written 
contract with the lowest and best bidder after advertisement for not less than 
two nor more than four consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the village or as provided in section 7 .16 of the Revised 
Code. The bids shall be opened and shall be publicly read by the village 
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administrator or a person designated by the village administrator at the time, 
date, and place as specified in the advertisement to bidders or specifications. 
The time, date, and place of bid openings may be extended to a later date by 
the village administrator, provided that written or oral notice of the change 
shall be given to all persons who have received or requested specifications 
no later than ninety-six hours prior to the original time and date fixed for the 
opening. All contracts shall be executed in the name of the village and 
signed on its behalf by the village administrator and the clerk. No 
expenditure subject to this section shall be divided into component parts, 
separate projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the 
requirements of this section. 

The legislative authority of a village may provide, by ordinance, for 
central purchasing for all offices, departments, divisions, boards, and 
commissions of the village, under the direction of the village administrator, 
who shall make contracts, purchase supplies or materials, and provide labor 
for any work of the village in the manner provided by this section. 

Sec. 731.21. (A) A succinct summary of each municipal ordinance or 
resolution and all statements, orders, proclamations, notices, and reports 
required by law or ordinance to be published shall be published Ht using at 
least one of the following methods: 

.Qlln a newspaper of general circulation in the municipal corporation,;, 
(2) On the official public notice web site established under section 

125.182 of the Revised Code: 
(3) On the web site and social media account of the municipal 

cor:poration. Pt=e&i' 
Proof of the publication aftd FeqttiFed eiFettlatioft of aay fte1t•rs:191¼]9eF ttsed 

as a ffl:edittffl of :19ttl:Jlieatioft as :19Fo•fided ey this seetioft shall be made by 
affidavit of the proprietor of the newspaper or operator of the official public 
notice web site, as applicable, and shall be filed with the clerk of the 
legislative authority. 

(B) The publication shall contain notice that the complete text of each 
such ordinance or resolution may be obtained or viewed at the office of the 
clerk of the legislative authority of the municipal corporation and may be 
viewed at any other location designated by the legislative authority of the 
municipal corporation. The city director of law, village solicitor, or other 
chief legal officer of the municipal corporation shall review the summary of 
an ordinance or resolution published under this section :19FioF to before 
forwarding it to the clerk for publication, to ensure that the summary is 
legally accurate and sufficient. 

(C) Upon publication of a summary of an ordinance or resolution in 
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accordance with this section, the clerk of the legislative authority shall 
supply a copy of the complete text of each such ordinance or resolution to 
any person, upon request, and may charge a reasonable fee, set by the 
legislative authority, for each copy supplied. The clerk shall post a copy of 
the text at the clerk's office and at every other location designated by the 
legislative authority. 

Sec. 731.22. The publication required in section 731.21 of the Revised 
Code shall be for the following times: 

(A) Summaries of ordinances or resolutions, and proclamations of 
elections, once a week for two consecutive weeks Bf a:s }"fB•tiaed il'l see~iel'I: 
7.16 0Hhe R:e¥ised Cede; 

(B) Notices, not less than two nor more than four consecutive weeks er 
6:S }"f0¥ided il'I: seeffBl'I: 7.16 0f tke R:e•risea Ceae; 

(C) All other matters shall be published once. 
Sec. 731.23. When ordinances are revised, codified, rearranged, 

published in book form, and certified as correct by the clerk of the 
legislative authority of a municipal corporation and the mayor, such 
publication shall be a sufficient publication, and the ordinances so 
published, under appropriate titles, chapters, and sections, shall be held the 
same in law as though they had been published in a: l'l:eWSf"ftl"ef accordance 
with section 731.21 of the Revised Code. A new ordinance so published in 
book form, a summary of which has not been published as required by 
sections 731.21 and 731.22 of the Revised Code, and which contains 
entirely new matter, shall be published as required by such sections. If such 
revision or codification is made by a municipal corporation and contains 
new matter, it shall be a sufficient publication of such codification, 
including the new matter, to publish, in the manner required by such 
sections, a notice of the enactment of such codifying ordinance, containing 
the title of the ordinance and a summary of the new matters covered by it. 
Such revision and codification may be made under appropriate titles, 
chapters, and sections and in one ordinance containing one or more subjects. 

Except as provided by this section, a succinct summary of all 
ordinances, including emergency ordinances, shall be published in 
accordance with section 731.21 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 731.231. The legislative authority of a municipality may adopt 
standard ordinances and codes, prepared and promulgated by the state, or 
any department, board, or other agency thereof or any code prepared and 
promulgated by a public or private organization which publishes a model or 
standard code, including but not limited to codes and regulations pertaining 
to fire, fire hazards, fire prevention, plumbing code, electrical code, building 
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code, refrigeration machinery code, piping code, boiler code, heating code, 
or air conditioning code, by incorporation by reference. 

The publication required by sections 731.21 to 731.25 731.24, inclusive, 
of the Revised Code, shall clearly identify such code, shall state the purpose 
of the code, shall state that a complete copy of such code is on file with the 
clerk of the legislative authority for inspection by the public and also on file 
in the law library of the county or counties in which the municipality is 
located and that said clerk has copies available for distribution to the public 
at cost. If the adopting municipality amends or deletes any provisions of 
such code, the publication shall contain a brief summary of such deletion or 
amendment. 

If the agency which originally promulgated or published the code 
thereafter amends said code, any municipality which has adopted a code by 
the provisions of this section may adopt such amendment or change by 
incorporation by reference in an amending ordinance by the same procedure 
as required for the adoption of the original code without the necessity of 
setting forth in full in the amending ordinance the provisions of the original 
ordinance or code. 

Ordinances or codes adopted by a municipality under the provisions of 
this section shall be deemed to be a full and complete compliance with 
sections 731.21 to 731.25, inclusive, of the Revised Code, and no other 
publication is necessary. 

Sec. 731.24. Immediately after the expiration of the period of 
publication of summaries of ordinances required by section 731.22 of the 
Revised Code, the clerk of the legislative authority of a municipal 
corporation shall enter on the record of ordinances, in a blank to be left for 
such purpose under the recorded ordinance, a certificate stating in which 
ne1.vspa-per manner and on what dates such publication was made, and shall 
sign the clerk's name thereto officially. Such certificate shall be prima-facie 
evidence that legal publication of the summary of the ordinance was made. 

Sec. 731.26 731.25. It is a sufficient defense to any suit or prosecution 
under an ordinance, to show that no publication or posting was made as 
required by sections 731.21 to 731.25 731.24, inclusive, of the Revised 
Code. 

Sec. 735.05. The director of public service may make any contract, 
purchase supplies or material, or provide labor for any work under the 
supervision of the department of public service involving not more than fifty 
thousB:ftcl clollars the amount specified in section 9.17 of the Revised Code. 
When an expenditure within the department, other than the compensation of 
persons employed in the department, exceeds fifty thousancl clollars the 
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amount specified in section 9.17 of the Revised Code, the expenditure shall 
first be authorized and directed by ordinance of the city legislative authority. 
When so authorized and directed, except where the contract is for 
equipment, services, materials, or supplies to be purchased under division 
(D) of section 713.23 or section 125.04 or 5513.01 of the Revised Code or 
available from a qualified nonprofit agency pursuant to sections 4115 .31 to 
4115.35 of the Revised Code, the director shall make a written contract with 
the lowest and best bidder after advertisement for not less than two nor more 
than four consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
city or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code. No expenditure 
subject to this section shall be divided into component parts, separate 
projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the requirements of this 
section. 

Sec. 737.03. The director of public safety shall manage and make all 
contracts with reference to police stations, fire houses, reform schools, 
infirmaries, hospitals other than municipal hospitals operated pursuant to 
Chapter 749. of the Revised Code, workhouses, farms, pesthouses, and all 
other charitable and reformatory institutions. In the control and supervision 
of those institutions, the director shall be governed by the provisions of Title 
VII of the Revised Code relating to those institutions. 

The director may make all contracts and expenditures of money for 
acquiring lands for the erection or repairing of station houses, police 
stations, fire department buildings, fire cisterns, and plugs, that are required, 
for the purchase of engines, apparatus, and all other supplies necessary for 
the police and fire departments, and for other undertakings and departments 
under the director's supervision, but no obligation involving an expenditure 
of more than fifty thousand doll1Hs the amount specified in section 9.17 of 
the Revised Code shall be created unless first authorized and directed by 
ordinance. In making, altering, or modifying those contracts, the director 
shall be governed by sections 735.05 to 735.09 of the Revised Code, except 
that all bids shall be filed with and opened by the director. The director shall 
make no sale or disposition of any property belonging to the city without 
first being authorized by resolution or ordinance of the city legislative 
authority. 

Sec. 737.22. (A) Each village establishing a fire department shall have a 
fire chief as the department's head, appointed by the mayor with the advice 
and consent of the legislative authority of the village, who shall continue in 
office until removed from office as provided by sections 733.35 to 733.39 of 
the Revised Code. Neither this section nor any other section of the Revised 
Code requires, or shall be construed to require, that the fire chief be a 
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resident of the village. 
In each village not having a fire department, the mayor shall, with the 

advice and consent of the legislative authority of the village, appoint a fire 
prevention officer who shall exercise all of the duties of a fire chief except 
those involving the maintenance and operation of fire apparatus. 

The legislative authority of the village may fix the compensation it 
considers best. The appointee shall continue in office until removed from 
office as provided by sections 733.35 to 733.39 of the Revised Code. 
Section 73 7.23 of the Revised Code shall extend to the officer. 

(B) The legislative authority of the village may provide for the 
appointment of permanent full-time paid firefighters as it considers best and 
fix their compensation, or for the services of volunteer firefighters, who 
shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the 
legislative authority, and shall continue in office until removed from office. 

(1) No person shall be appointed as a permanent full-time paid 
firefighter of a village fire department, unless either of the following 
applies: 

(a) The person has received a certificate issued under former section 
3303.07 of the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of the Revised Code 
evidencing satisfactory completion of a firefighter training program. 

(b) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid firefighter 
with the fire department of a city or other village prior to July 2, 1970, and 
receives a fire training certificate issued under section 4765.55 of the 
Revised Code. 

(2) No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter of a village 
fire department shall remain in that position, unless either of the following 
applies: 

(a) Within one year of the appointment, the person has received a 
certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or section 4765.55 of the 
Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a firefighter training 
program. 

(b) The person has served as a permanent full-time paid firefighter with 
the fire department of a city or other village prior to July 2, 1970, or as a 
volunteer firefighter with the fire department of a city, township, fire 
district, or other village prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a certificate 
issued under clivisiott (C)(3) of section 4765.55 of the Revised Code. 

(3) No person shall receive an appointment under this section unless the 
person has, not more than sixty days prior to receiving the appointment, 
passed a physical examination, given by a licensed physician, a physician 
assistant, a clinical nurse specialist, a certified nurse practitioner, or a 
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certified nurse-midwife, showing that the person meets the physical 
requirements necessary to perform the duties of the position to which the 
person is to be appointed as established by the legislative authority of the 
village. The appointing authority shall, prior to making an appointment, file 
with the Ohio police and fire pension fund or the local volunteer fire 
fighters' dependents fund board a copy of the report or findings of that 
licensed physician, physician assistant, clinical nurse specialist, certified 
nurse practitioner, or certified nurse-midwife. The professional fee for the 
physical examination shall be paid for by the legislative authority of the 
village. 

Sec. 755.13. (A) The authority to supervise and maintain parks, 
playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or 
indoor recreation centers, may be vested in any existing body or board, or in 
a recreation board, as the legislative authority of the municipal corporation, 
the board of township trustees, or the board of county commissioners 
determines. The local authorities of any such municipal corporation, 
township, or county may equip, develop, operate, and maintain such 
facilities as authorized by sections 755.12 to 755.18 of the Revised Code. 
Such local authorities may, for the purpose of carrying out such sections, 
employ play leaders, recreation directors, supervisors, superintendents, or 
any other officers or employees, and may procure and pay all or any part of 
the cost of a policy or policies insuring such officers or employees against 
liability on account of damage or injury to persons or property arising from 
the performance of their official duties. 

(B) The board of township trustees may expend funds from the 
township general fund, or revenue derived from property taxes levied for 
parks and recreational purposes, for the public purpose of presenting 
community events that are open to the public at such parks, playgrounds, 
playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or indoor recreation 
centers. 

(C) The board of county commissioners may adopt rules for the 
preservation of good order within parks, playfields, and reservations of land 
under its jurisdiction and on adjacent highways, rivers, riverbanks, and 
lakes, and the preservation of property and natural life therein. Such rules 
shall be published as ~roYided iB seetioBs 731.21 to 731.25 of t-B:e Re•,rised 
Getle in a newspaper of general circulation within the county once a week 
for two consecutive weeks, or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised 
Code, before taking effect;--lfflti . In counties in which no newspaper is 
generally circulated, notice shall be accomplished by posting copies in not 
less than five of the most public places in the district, as determined by the 
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board of county commissioners, for a period of not less than fifteen days 
before the rules take effect. The rules shall be enforced by a "law 
enforcement officer" as defined in section 2901.01 of the Revised Code. No 
person shall violate a rule adopted under this division. Whoever violates a 
rule adopted under this division shall be fined not more than one hundred 
dollars. If the offender has previously been convicted of a violation of the 
rule, the offender shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars. All fines 
collected for any violation of any rule adopted under this division shall be 
paid into the general fund of the county treasury. 

Sec. 907.27. As used in sections 907.27 to 907.35, inclusive, of the 
Revised Code: 

(A) "Person" includes any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, 
company, society, or association. 

(B) "Distribute" means to offer for sale, hold for sale, sell, barter, or 
otherwise supply legume inoculants or pre-inoculated seed. 

(C) "Legume inoculant" means a pure or mixed culture ofbacteria of the 
genus rhizobium capable of effectively inoculating a specific kind or 
specific kinds of legume plants. 

(D) "Brand" means a term, word, number, symbol, design, trademark, or 
any combination thereof used on the package, tag, or in advertising to 
identify the legume inoculants of a manufacturer or distributor and to 
distinguish them from those of others and from each other if on different 
media or substrata. 

(E) "Advertisement" means all representations other than those on the 
label, disseminated in any manner or by any means relating to legume 
inoculants and pre-inoculated seed. 

(F) "Label" means any written or printed matter on the package of 
legume inoculant or pre-inoculated seeds, or tag attached thereto, or to the 
pertinent invoice. 

(G) "Registrant" means a person who has currently registered a brand of 
inoculant. 

(H) "Pre-inoculated seeds" means legume seeds which have received 
prior to sale an application of a legume inoculant purported to be effective 
until the expiration date shown on the label. 

(I) "Custom inoculated seeds" means legume seeds to which application 
of a legume inoculant is made either at the time of the sale of the seed, or 
later, or to seed belonging to another person either as a service or as a part of 
the sales contract involving the sale or distribution either of the legume 
inoculant or seed not previously inoculated. It also includes subsequent 
application of legume inoculant to pre-inoculated seed when applied by a 
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custom inoculator. 
(J) "Legame inoealator" means a person vtho applies legame inoealant 

to legame seeds either to prodtlee pre inoealated seed, or eastom inoealated 
seeds hat other than for his o•.vn ase for seeding. 

fKt "Sell" includes transfer of ownership or custody, or the receiving of, 
accepting, or holding on consignment for sale. 

Sec. 907.32. The director of agriculture may: 
(A) Refuse to register a brand of legume inoculant or he the director 

may cancel a registration that previously has been approved when, in his the 
director's opinion, the brand of legume inoculant is distributed under false or 
misleading claims; 

(B) Refuse to license a legame inoealator or revoke a license preYioasly 
issaed for aey violation of sections 907 .27 to 907.3 5 of the Re•vised Code, or 
rules adopted thereander; 

fGj Issue a stop sale order on any legume inoculant or pre-inoculated 
seed that is not registered, that is improperly or insufficiently labeled, that is 
offered for sale after the expiration date printed thereon, or that has been 
subjected to devitalizing conditions. 

Sec. 926.18. (A) When a depositor has made a demand for settlement of 
an obligation concerning an agricultural commodity on which a fee was 
required to be remitted under section 926.16 of the Revised Code and the 
licensed handler is experiencing failure, as "failure" is defined in section 
926.021 of the Revised Code, and has failed to honor the demand, the 
depositor, after providing the director of agriculture or the director's 
authorized representative with evidence of the depositor's demand and the 
dishonoring of that demand, may file a claim with the director not later than 
six months after dishonor of the demand for indemnification of the 
depositor's damages, from the agricultural commodity depositors fund, to be 
measured as follows: 

(1) The commodity advisory commission created in section 926.32 of 
the Revised Code shall establish the dollar value of the loss incurred by a 
depositor holding a receipt or a ticket for agricultural commodities on which 
a fee was required and that the depositor delivered to the handler under a 
delayed price agreement, bailment agreement, or feed agreement, or that the 
depositor delivered to the handler before delivery was due under a contract 
or other agreement between the depositor and handler. The value shall be 
based on the fair market price being paid to producers by handlers for the 
commodities on the date on which the director received notice that the 
receipt or ticket was dishonored by the handler. All depositors filing claims 
under this division shall be bound by the value determined by the 
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comm1ss1on. 
(2) The dollar value of the loss incurred by a depositor who has sold or 

delivered for sale, exchange, or solicitation or negotiation for sale 
agricultural commodities on which a fee was required and who is a creditor 
of the handler for all or a part of the value of the commodities shall be based 
on the amount stated on the obligation on the date of the sale. 

(B) The agricultural commodity depositors fund shall be liable to a 
depositor for any moneys that are owed to the depositor for commodities 
deposited with a licensed handler pursuant to a transaction for which the 
handler must remit a fee under division (B) of section 926.16 of the Revised 
Code and that are not recovered through other legal and equitable remedies 
as follows: 

( 1 )(a) The liability of the fund shall equal one hundred per cent of the 
depositor's loss as determined under division (A)(l) of this section if any of 
the following applies: 

(i) The commodities were stored with the handler under a bailment 
agreement. 

(ii) Payment for the commodities was tendered by the handler and 
subsequently dishonored, such as payment by a check for which there were 
insufficient funds or by a check that was written on an account that was 
frozen by the financial institution. 

(iii) The commodities were priced not more than thff:ty forty-five days 
prior to the director's suspension of the handler's license under division (E), 
(G), or (H) of section 926.10 of the Revised Code, and the handler failed to 
pay for the commodities on or before the date on which the suspension 
occurred. 

(iv) The commodities were priced not more than ftffieey three hundred 
sixty-five days prior to the director's suspension of the handler's license 
under division (E), (G), or (H) of section 926.10 of the Revised Code, the 
commodities were subject to a signed, written agreement for deferred 
between the handler and depositor to defer payment by the handler not later 
than ftffieey three hundred sixty-five days following the date of delivery, and 
the handler failed to pay for the commodities on or before the payment date 
established in the written agreement. 

(v) The commodities were delivered and marketed under a delayed price 
agreement not more than two years prior to the director's suspension of the 
handler's license under division (E), (G), or (H) of section 926.10 of the 
Revised Code. The delivery date as marked on the tickets shall be used to 
determine the two-year period. 

(b) If the commodities were delivered and marketed under a delayed 
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price agreement more than two years prior to the director's suspension of the 
handler's license under division (E), (G), or (H) of section 926.10 of the 
Revised Code, the fund has no liability. 

(£). If the deposit of commodities that were the subject of the depositor's 
loss involves circumstances other than those described in division (B)(l)(a) 
.QL(hl of this section, the liability of the fund shall equal ofte ftl:lftdred 
seventy-five per cent of the first teR thousEmd doUers of the loss r:md eighty 
per eeftt of the remaiRiRg dollar ,;alue of that loss as determined under 
divisions (A)(l) and (2) of this section. 

(2) The aggregate amount recovered by a depositor under all remedies 
shall not exceed one hundred per cent of the value of the depositor's loss. If 
the moneys recovered by a depositor under all remedies exceed one hundred 
per cent of the value of the depositor's loss, the depositor shall reimburse the 
fund in the amount that exceeds the value of that loss. 

(C) The director, with the recommendation of the commodity advisory 
commission, shall determine the validity of all claims presented against the 
fund. A claim filed under this section for losses on agricultural commodities 
other than commodities stored under a bailment agreement shall not be valid 
unless the depositor has made a demand for settlement of the obligation 
within twelve months after the commodities are priced. Any depositor 
whose claim has been refused by the director and the commission may 
appeal the refusal either to the court of common pleas of Franklin county or 
the court of common pleas of the county in which the depositor resides. 

The director shall provide for payment from the fund to any depositor 
whose claim has been found to be valid. 

(D) If at any time the fund does not contain sufficient assets to pay valid 
claims, the director shall hold those claims for payment until the fund again 
contains sufficient assets. Claims against the fund shall be paid in the order 
in which they are presented and found to be valid. 

(E) If a depositor files an action for legal or equitable remedies in a state 
or federal court having jurisdiction in those matters that includes a claim 
against agricultural commodities upon which the depositor may file a claim 
against the fund at a later date, the depositor also shall file with the director 
a copy of the action filed with the court. 

In the event of payment of a loss under this section, the director shall be 
subrogated to the extent of the amount of any payments to all rights, powers, 
privileges, and remedies of the depositor against any person regarding the 
loss. 

The depositor shall render all necessary assistance to aid the director in 
securing the rights granted in this section. No action or claim initiated by the 
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depositor and pending at the time of payment from the fund may be 
compromised or settled without the consent of the director. 

(F) If, prior to June 20, 1994, a lawsuit, adversary proceeding, or other 
legal proceeding is brought against a depositor to recover money or 
payments from funds to which a depositor has a right of indemnification 
under this section, and the depositor retains legal counsel resulting in a cost 
or expense to the depositor, upon the rendering of a judgment or other 
resolution of the lawsuit, adversary proceeding, or other legal proceeding, 
the director, in the director's discretion and with the approval of the 
commodity advisory commission, may authorize indemnification from the 
fund for attorney's fees paid by the depositor. Any claim made by a 
depositor for the payment of attorney's fees under this division shall be 
made in the same manner as a claim under division (A) of this section. 

Attorney's fees payable under this division shall be limited to the actual 
hourly fee charged or one hundred dollars per hour, whichever is less, and to 
a total maximum amount of three hundred dollars. 

Sec. 955.011. (A) When an application is made for registration of an 
assistance dog and the owner can show proof by certificate or other means 
that the dog is an assistance dog, the owner of the dog shall be exempt from 
any fee for the registration. Registration for an assistance dog shall be 
permanent and not subject to annual renewal so long as the dog is an 
assistance dog. Certificates and tags stamped "Ohio Assistance 
Dog-Permanent Registration," with registration number, shall be issued 
upon registration of such a dog. Any certificate and tag stamped "Ohio 
Service Dog-Permanent Registration," with registration number, that was 
issued for a dog in accordance with this section as it existed on and after 
November 26, 2004, but prior to June 30, 2006, shall remain in effect as 
valid proof of the registration of the dog on and after November 26, 2004. 
Duplicate certificates and tags for a dog registered in accordance with this 
section, upon proper proof of loss, shall be issued and no fee required. Each 
duplicate certificate and tag that is issued shall be stamped "Ohio Assistance 
Dog-Permanent Registration." 

(B) As used in this section and in sections 955.16 and 955.43 of the 
Revised Code: 

(1) "Person with a mobility impairment" means any person, regardless 
of age, who is subject to a physiological impairment regardless of its cause, 
nature, or extent that renders the person unable to move about without the 
aid of crutches, a wheelchair, or any other form of support, or that limits the 
person's functional ability to ambulate, climb, descend, sit, rise, or perform 
any related function. "Person with a mobility impairment" includes a person 
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with a neurological or psychological disability that limits the person's 
functional ability to ambulate, climb, descend, sit, rise, or perform any 
related function. "Person with a mobility impairment" also includes a person 
with a seizure disorder and a person who is diagnosed with autism. 

(2) "Blind" means either of the following: 
(a) Vision twenty/two hundred or less in the better eye with proper 

correction; 
(b) Field defect in the better eye with proper correction that contracts 

the peripheral field so that the diameter of the visual field subtends an angle 
no greater than twenty degrees. 

(3) "Assistance dog" means a dog that has been trained by a nonprofit or 
for-profit special agency and that is one of the following: 

(a) A guide dog;; 
(b) A hearing dog,et=; 
ill-A service dog that has seen trained ey a noH13rofit s13eeial agency. 
(4) "Guide dog" means a dog that has been trained or is in training to 

assist a blind person. 
(5) "Hearing dog" means a dog that has been trained or is in training to 

assist a deaf or hearing-impaired person. 
(6) "Service dog" means a dog that has been trained or is in training to 

assist a person with a mobility impairment. 
Sec. 956.11. (A) The director of agriculture may enter into contracts or 

agreements with an animal rescue for dogs, an animal shelter for dogs, a 
boarding kennel, a veterinarian, a board of county commissioners, or a 
humane society for the purposes of this section. 

(B)(l) If the director or the director's authorized representative 
determines that a dog is being kept by a high volume breeder or dog broker 
in a manner that materially violates this chapter or rules adopted under it, 
the director may impound the dog and order it to be seized by an animal 
rescue for dogs, an animal shelter for dogs, a boarding kennel, a 
veterinarian, a board of county commissioners, or a humane society with 
which the director has entered into a contract or agreement under division 
(A) of this section. Upon receiving the order from the director, the animal 
rescue for dogs, animal shelter for dogs, boarding kennel, veterinarian, 
board of county commissioners, or humane society shall seize the dog and 
keep, house, and maintain it. 

(2) The director or the director's authorized representative shall give 
written notice of the impoundment by posting a notice on the door of the 
premises from which the dog was taken or by otherwise posting the notice in 
a conspicuous place at the premises from which the dog was taken. The 
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notice shall provide a date for an adjudication hearing, which shall take 
place not later than five business days after the dog is taken and at which the 
director shall determine if the dog should be permanently relinquished to the 
custody of the director. 

(C) The owner or operator of the applicable high volume breeder or the 
person acting as or performing the functions of a dog broker may appeal the 
determination made at the adjudication hearing in accordance with section 
119.12 of the Revised Code, mrnept that the appeal fflay ee fflade oHly to the 
eHYiFOHffl:eHtal divisioH of the FrnflldiH eoHHty ffl:HHieipal eoHrt. 

(D) If, after the final disposition of an adjudication hearing and any 
appeals from that adjudication hearing, it is determined that a dog shall be 
permanently relinquished to the custody of the director, the dog may be 
adopted directly from the animal rescue for dogs, animal shelter for dogs, 
boarding kennel, veterinarian, county dog pound, or humane society where 
it is being kept, housed, and maintained, provided that the dog has been 
spayed or neutered unless there are medical reasons against spaying or 
neutering as determined by a veterinarian. The animal rescue for dogs, 
animal shelter for dogs, boarding kennel, veterinarian, county dog pound, or 
humane society may charge a reasonable adoption fee. The fee shall be at 
least sufficient to cover the costs of spaying or neutering the dog unless it is 
medically contraindicated. Impounded dogs shall be returned to persons 
acquitted of any alleged violations. 

Sec. 956.15. (A) The director of agriculture shall deny an application for 
a license that is submitted under section 956.04 or 956.05 of the Revised 
Code for either of the following reasons: 

(1) The applicant for the license has violated any provision of this 
chapter or a rule adopted under it if the violation materially threatens the 
health or welfare of a dog. 

(2) The applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
disqualifying offense as determined in accordance with section 9.79 of the 
Revised Code. 

(B) The director may suspend or revoke a license issued under this 
chapter for violation of any provision of this chapter or a rule adopted or 
order issued under it if the violation materially threatens the health and 
welfare of a dog. 

(C) An application or a license shall not be denied, suspended, or 
revoked under this section without a written order of the director stating the 
findings on which the denial, suspension, or revocation is based. A copy of 
the order shall be sent to the applicant or license holder by certified mail or 
may be provided to the applicant or license holder by personal service. In 
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addition, the person to whom a denial, suspension, or revocation applies 
may request an adjudication hearing under Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code. The director shall comply with such a request. The determination of 
the director at an adjudication hearing may be appealed in accordance with 
section 119.12 of the Revised Code, e~rnept that the deteffflination may be 
appealed only to the enviFonmeB:tal division of the FFal.'Hdin county 
muB:ieipal court. 

Sec. 993.04. (A)(l) No person shall operate an amusement ride within 
the state without a permit issued by the director of agriculture under division 
(A)(2) of this section. The owner of an amusement ride, whether the ride is a 
temporary amusement ride or a permanent amusement ride, who desires to 
operate the amusement ride within the state shall, prior to the operation of 
the amusement ride and annually thereafter, submit to the department of 
agriculture an application for a permit, together with the appropriate permit 
and inspection fee, on a form to be furnished by the department. Prior to 
issuing any permit the department shall, within thirty days after the date on 
which it receives the application, inspect each amusement ride described in 
the application. The owner of an amusement ride shall have the amusement 
ride ready for inspection not later than two hours after the time that is 
requested by the person for the inspection. 

(2) For each amusement ride found to comply with the rules adopted by 
the director under division (B) of this section and division (B) of section 
993.08 of the Revised Code, the director shall issue an annual permit, 
provided that evidence of liability insurance coverage for the amusement 
ride as required by section 993.06 of the Revised Code is on file with the 
department. 

(3) The director shall issue with each permit a decal indicating that the 
amusement ride has been issued the permit. The owner of the amusement 
ride shall affix the decal on the ride at a location where the decal is easily 
visible to the patrons of the ride. A copy of the permit shall be kept on file at 
the same address as the location of the amusement ride identified on the 
permit, and shall be made available for inspection, upon reasonable demand, 
by any person. An owner may operate an amusement ride prior to obtaining 
a permit, provided that the operation is for the purpose of testing the 
amusement ride or training amusement ride operators and other employees 
of the owner and the amusement ride is not open to the public. 

(B)(l) The director, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code, shall adopt rules providing for both of the following: 

(a) A schedule of fines, with no fine exceeding five thousand dollars, for 
violations of this chapter or any rules adopted under this division; 
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(b) The classification of amusement rides and rules for the safe 
operation and inspection of all amusement rides as are necessary for 
amusement ride safety and for the protection of the general public. The 
classification of amusement rides must identify those rides that need more 
comprehensive inspection and testing in addition to regular state 
inspections, taking into account hidden components integral to the safety of 
the ride. 

(2)(a) Rules adopted by the director for the safe operation and 
inspection of amusement rides shall be reasonable and shall be based upon 
generally accepted engineering standards and practices. The rules shall 
establish a minimum number of inspections to be conducted on each ride 
depending on the size, complexity, nature of the ride, and the number of 
days the ride is in operation during the year for which the applicable permit 
is valid. The rules also shall require the minimum number of inspectors 
assigned to inspect a ride or rides to be reasonable and adequate given the 
number, size, complexity, and nature of the ride or rides. 

(b) In adopting rules under this section, the director may adopt by 
reference, in whole or in part, the national fire code or the national electrical 
code (NEC) prepared by the national fire protection association or the 
American national standards institute (ANSI), or any other principles, tests, 
or standards of nationally recognized technical or scientific authorities. 

(c) In adopting rules under this section, the director shall adopt, by 
reference, the following chapters of the American society for testing and 
materials (ASTM) international regarding amusement ride safety standards 
and any other equivalent national standard: 

(i) ASTM Fl 193-18; 
(ii) ASTM F770-l 8; 
(iii) ASTM F2291-18. 
(d) Insofar as is practicable and consistent with this chapter, rules 

adopted under this division shall be consistent with the rules of other states. 
(3) The department shall cause this chapter and the rules adopted in 

accordance with this division and division (B) of section 993.08 of the 
Revised Code to be published in pamphlet form and a copy to be furnished 
without charge to each owner of an amusement ride who holds a current 
permit or is an applicant therefor. 

(C) With respect to an application for a permit for an amusement ride, 
an owner may apply to the director for a waiver or modification of any rule 
adopted under division (B) of this section if there are practical difficulties or 
unnecessary hardships for the amusement ride to comply with the rules. Any 
application shall set forth the reasons for the request. The director, with the 
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approval of the advisory council on amusement ride safety, may waive or 
modify the application of a rule to any amusement ride if the public safety is 
secure. Any authorization by the director under this division shall be in 
writing and shall set forth the conditions under which the waiver or 
modification is authorized, and the department shall retain separate records 
of all proceedings under this division. 

(D)(l) The director shall employ and provide for training of a chief 
inspector and additional inspectors and employees as may be necessary to 
administer and enforce this chapter. The director may appoint or contract 
with other persons to perform inspections of amusement rides, provided that 
the persons meet the qualifications for inspectors established by rules 
adopted under division (B) of this section and are not owners, or employees 
of owners, of any amusement ride subject to inspection under this chapter. 
When employing a new chief inspector or an additional inspector after 
November 6, 2019, the director shall give preference to the following: 

(a) An individual holding a level one or higher inspector certification 
from either the national association of amusement ride safety officials 
(NAARSO), the amusement industry manufacturers and suppliers (AIMS) 
international, or another substantially equivalent organization as determined 
by the director; and 

(b) An individual who intends, within one year of being hired as an 
inspector, to complete the requirements for issuance of a level one or higher 
inspector certification from NAARSO, AIMS International, or another 
substantially equivalent organization as determined by the director. 

(2) No person shall inspect an amusement ride who, within six months 
prior to the date of inspection, was an employee of the owner of the ride. 

(3) Before the director contracts with other persons to inspect 
amusement rides, the director shall seek the advice of the advisory council 
on amusement ride safety on whether to contract with those persons. The 
advice shall not be binding upon the director. After having received the 
advice of the council, the director may proceed to contract with inspectors in 
accordance with the procedures specified in division (E)(2) of section 
1711.11 of the Revised Code. 

(4) With the advice and consent of the advisory council on amusement 
ride safety, the director may employ a special consultant to conduct an 
independent investigation of an amusement ride accident. This consultant 
need not be in the civil service of the state, but shall have qualifications to 
conduct the investigation acceptable to the council. 

(E)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(l) of this section, 
the department shall charge the following amusement ride fees: 
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1 2 
A Permit $ 225 
B Annual inspection and reinspection 

per ride: 
C Kiddie rides $100 
D Roller coaster $1,200 
E Aerial lifts or bungee jumping $ 450 

facilities 
F Go karts, per kart $5 
G Other rides $ 160 
H Midseason operational inspection $ 25 

per ride 
I Expedited inspection per ride $ 100 
J Failure to cancel scheduled $100 

inspection per ride 
K Failure to have amusement ride $ 100 

ready for inspection per ride 
The go kart inspection fee is in addition to the inspection fee for the go 

kart track. 
The director shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code establishing an annual fee that is less than one hundred five 
dollars for an inspection and reinspection of an inflatable ride. In adopting 
the rules, the director shall ensure that the fee reasonably reflects the costs 
of inspection and reinspection of an inflatable ride. If the director issues a 
permit for an inflatable ride for a time period of less than one year, the 
director shall charge a prorated fee for the permit equal to one-twelfth of the 
annual permit fee multiplied by the number of full months for which the 
permit is issued. 

The fees for an expedited inspection, failure to cancel a scheduled 
inspection, and failure to have an amusement ride ready for inspection do 
not apply to go karts. 

As used in division (E)(l) of this section, "expedited inspection" means 
an inspection of an amusement ride by the department not later than ten days 
after the owner of the amusement ride files an application for a permit under 
this section. 

(2) All fees and fines collected by the department under this chapter 
shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the amusement ride 
inspection fund, which is hereby created, and shall be used only for the 
purpose of administering and enforcing section 1 711.11 of the Revised Code 
and this chapter. 
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(3) The owner of an amusement ride shall be required to pay a 
reinspection fee only if the reinspection is required by division (B)(2) of this 
section or rules adopted under that division, if the reinspection was 
conducted at the owner's request under division (F) of this section, if the 
reinspection is required by division (F) of this section because of an 
accident, or if the reinspection is required by division (F) of section 993.07 
of the Revised Code. If a reinspection is conducted at the request of the 
chief officer of a fair, festival, or event where the ride is operating, the 
reinspection fee shall be charged to the fair, festival, or event. 

(4) The rules adopted under division (B) of this section shall define 
"roller coaster," "aerial lifts," "go karts," and "other rides" for purposes of 
determining the fees under division (E) of this section. The rules shall define 
"other rides" to include go kart tracks. 

(F) A reinspection of an amusement ride shall take place if an accident 
occurs, if the owner of the ride or the chief officer of the fair, festival, or 
event where the ride is operating requests a reinspection, if the chief 
inspector determines reinspection is necessary in accordance with section 
993.042 of the Revised Code, or if the reinspection is required by division 
(F) of section 993.07 of the Revised Code. 

(G) As a supplement to its annual inspection of a temporary amusement 
ride, the department may inspect the ride during each scheduled event, as 
listed in the schedule of events provided to the department by the owner 
pursuant to division (C) of section 993 .07 of the Revised Code, at which the 
ride is operated in this state. These supplemental inspections are in addition 
to any other inspection or reinspection of the ride as may be required under 
this chapter or rules adopted under it, and the owner of the temporary 
amusement ride is not required to pay an inspection or reinspection fee for 
this supplemental inspection unless the supplemental inspection is being 
conducted pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section or rules adopted under 
that division. Nothing in this division shall be construed to prohibit the 
owner of a temporary amusement ride having a valid permit to operate in 
this state from operating the ride at a scheduled event before the department 
conducts a supplemental inspection. 

(H) The department may annually conduct a midseason operational 
inspection of every amusement ride upon which it conducts an annual 
inspection pursuant to division (A) of this section. The midseason 
operational inspection is in addition to any other inspection or reinspection 
of the amusement ride as may be required pursuant to this chapter. The 
owner of an amusement ride shall submit to the department, at the time 
determined by the department, the midseason operational inspection fee 
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specified in division (E) of this section. The director, in accordance with 
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall adopt rules specifying the time 
period during which the department will conduct rnidseason operational 
inspections. 

Sec. 1121.23. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Control" means either of the following: 
(a) The power to vote, directly or indirectly, at least twenty-five per cent 

of outstanding voting shares or voting interests of a licensee or person in 
control of a licensee: 

(b) The power to elect or appoint a majority of executive officers or 
directors. 

(2) "Director" means an individual elected to serve as the director of a 
for-profit corporation pursuant to section 1701.55 of the Revised Code or an 
individual elected to serve as the director of a nonprofit corporation pursuant 
to section 1702.26 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Executive officer" means president, treasurer, secretm:y, any 
individual at or above the senior vice-president level or its functional 
equivalent, any individual at the vice-president level or its functional 
equivalent if the organization does not have senior vice-presidents, and 
"manager" as that term is defined in section 1706.01 of the Revised Code. 

(4) "Incorporator" has the same meaning as in section 1701.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(5) "Organizer" has the same meaning as in section 1706.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(B)(l) A person is presumed to exercise control when the person holds 
the power to vote, directly or indirectly, at least ten per cent of outstanding 
voting shares or voting interests of a licensee or person in control of a 
licensee. 

(2) A person presumed to exercise control under division (B)(l) of this 
section can rebut the presumption by establishing, by a preponderance of the 
evidence, that the person is a passive investor. 

(C) For purposes of determining the percentage of a person controlled 
by any person, the person's interest shall be aggregated with the interest of 
any other immediate family member, including the person's spouse, parents, 
children, siblings, mothers- and fathers-in law, sons- and daughters-in law, 
brothers- and sisters-in law, and any other person who shares such person's 
home . 

.(ID Whenever the approval of the superintendent of financial 
institutions is required under Chapters 1101. to 1127. of the Revised Code, 
or under an order or supervisory action issued or taken under those chapters, 
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for a person to serve as an organizer, incorporator, director, executive 
officer, or person who exercises control, directly or iadirectly coatrols a 
baR-k, or to otherwise hEWe a substaatial iH:terest ia or f)articif)ate ia the 
maaagemcat of a bank, the superintendent shall request the superintendent 
of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation, or a vendor 
approved by the bureau, to conduct a criminal records check based on the 
person's fingerprints in accordance with section 109.572 of the Revised 
Code. The superintendent of financial institutions shall request that criminal 
record information from the federal bureau of investigation be obtained as 
part of the criminal records check. Any fee required under division (C)(3) of 
section 109.572 of the Revised Code shall be paid by the person who is the 
subject of the request. 

.(fil Nothing in this section prohibits the superintendent of financial 
institutions from conditionally approving a person to serve as an organizer, 
incorporator, director, executive officer, or person who exercises control, 
directly or iadirectly, coatrols a bank, or to otherwise ha¥e a substaatial 
iaterest ia or f)articif)ate ia the maaagemeat of a bank, subject to receiving 
satisfactory results of the criminal records check. If the superintendent does 
not receive the results within ninety days after the criminal records check 
was requested, the superintendent may extend the conditional approval for 
not more than ninety days. 

Sec. 1321.37. (A) Application for an original or renewal license to make 
short-term loans shall be in writing, under oath, and in the form prescribed 
by the superintendent of financial institutions, and shall contain the name 
and address of the applicant, the location where the business of making 
loans is to be conducted, and any further information as the superintendent 
requires. At the time of making an application for an original license, the 
applicant shall pay to the superintendent a nonrefundable investigation fee 
of two hundred dollars. No investigation fee or any portion thereof shall be 
refunded after an original license has been issued. The application for an 
original or renewal license shall be accompanied by an original or renewal 
license fee, for each business location of one thousand dollars, except that 
applications for original licenses issued on or after the first day of July for 
any year shall be accompanied by an original license fee of five hundred 
dollars, and except that an application for an original or renewal license, for 
a nonprofit corporation that is incorporated under Chapter 1 702. of the 
Revised Code, shall be accompanied by an original or renewal license fee, 
for each business location, that is one-half of the fee otherwise required. All 
fees paid to the superintendent pursuant to this division shall be deposited 
into the state treasury to the credit of the consumer finance fund. 
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(B) Upon the filing of an application for an original license and, with 
respect to an application filed for a renewal license, on a schedule 
determined by the superintendent by rule adopted pursuant to section 
1321.43 of the Revised Code, and the payment of fees in accordance with 
division (A) of this section, the superintendent shall investigate the facts 
concerning the applicant and the requirements provided by this division. The 
superintendent shall request the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 
identification and investigation, or a vendor approved by the bureau, to 
conduct a criminal records check based on the applicant's fingerprints in 
accordance with section 109.572 of the Revised Code. Notwithstanding 
division ~.(L). of section 121.08 of the Revised Code, the superintendent of 
financial institutions shall request that criminal record information from the 
federal bureau of investigation be obtained as part of the criminal records 
check. The superintendent of financial institutions shall conduct a civil 
records check. The superintendent shall approve an application and issue an 
original or renewal license to the applicant if the superintendent finds all of 
the following: 

(1) The financial responsibility, experience, and general fitness of the 
applicant are such as to warrant the belief that the business of making loans 
will be operated lawfully, honestly, and fairly under sections 1321.35 to 
1321.48 of the Revised Code and within the purposes of those sections; that 
the applicant has fully complied with those sections and any rule or order 
adopted or issued pursuant to section 1321.43 of the Revised Code; and that 
the applicant is qualified to engage in the business of making loans under 
sections 1321.35 to 1321.48 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The applicant is financially sound and has a net worth of not less 
than one hundred thousand dollars, or in the case of a nonprofit corporation 
that is incorporated under Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code, a net worth of 
not less than fifty thousand dollars. The applicant's net worth shall be 
computed according to generally accepted accounting principles. 

(3) The applicant has never had revoked a license to make loans under 
sections 1321.35 to 1321.48 of the Revised Code, under former sections 
1315.35 to 1315.44 of the Revised Code, or to do business under sections 
1315.21 to 1315.30 of the Revised Code. 

(4) Neither the applicant nor any senior officer, or partner of the 
applicant, has pleaded guilty to or been convicted of a disqualifying offense 
as determined in accordance with section 9.79 of the Revised Code. 

(5) Neither the applicant nor any senior officer, or partner of the 
applicant, has been subject to any adverse judgment for conversion, 
embezzlement, misappropriation of funds, fraud, misfeasance or 
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malfeasance, or breach of fiduciary duty, or if the applicant or any of those 
other persons has been subject to such a judgment, the applicant has proven 
to the superintendent, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the 
applicant's or other person's activities and employment record since the 
judgment show that the applicant or other person is honest and truthful and 
there is no basis in fact for believing that the applicant or other person will 
be subject to such a judgment again. 

(C) If the superintendent finds that the applicant does not meet the 
requirements of division (B) of this section, or the superintendent finds that 
the applicant knowingly or repeatedly contracts with or employs persons to 
directly engage in lending activities who have been convicted of a felony 
crime listed in division (B)(5) of this section, the superintendent shall issue 
an order denying the application for an original or renewal license and 
giving the applicant an opportunity for a hearing on the denial in accordance 
with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. The superintendent shall notify the 
applicant of the denial, the grounds for the denial, and the applicant's 
opportunity for a hearing. If the application is denied, the superintendent 
shall return the annual license fee but shall retain the investigation fee. 

(D) No person licensed under sections 1321.35 to 1321.48 of the 
Revised Code shall conduct business in this state unless the licensee has 
obtained and maintains in effect at all times a corporate surety bond issued 
by a bonding company or insurance company authorized to do business in 
this state. The bond shall be in favor of the superintendent and in the penal 
sum of at least one hundred thousand dollars, or in the case of a nonprofit 
corporation that is incorporated under Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code, in 
the amount of fifty thousand dollars. The term of the bond shall coincide 
with the term of the license. The licensee shall file a copy of the bond with 
the superintendent. The bond shall be for the exclusive benefit of any 
borrower injured by a violation by a licensee or any employee of a licensee, 
of any provision of sections 1321.35 to 1321.48 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1321.53. (A)(l) An application for a certificate of registration 
under sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the Revised Code shall contain an 
undertaking by the applicant to abide by those sections. The application 
shall be in writing, under oath, and in the form prescribed by the division of 
financial institutions, and shall contain any information that the division 
may require. Applicants that are foreign corporations shall obtain and 
maintain a license pursuant to Chapter 1703. of the Revised Code before a 
certificate is issued or renewed. 

(2) Upon the filing of the application and the payment by the applicant 
of a nonrefundable two-hundred-dollar investigation fee and a 
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nonrefundable three-hundred-dollar annual registration fee, the division 
shall investigate the relevant facts. If the application involves investigation 
outside this state, the applicant may be required by the division to advance 
sufficient funds to pay any of the actual expenses of such investigation, 
when it appears that these expenses will exceed two hundred dollars. An 
itemized statement of any of these expenses which the applicant is required 
to pay shall be furnished to the applicant by the division. No certificate shall 
be issued unless all the required fees have been submitted to the division. 

(3) The investigation undertaken upon application shall include both a 
civil and criminal records check of the applicant including any individual 
whose identity is required to be disclosed in the application. Where the 
applicant is a business entity the superintendent shall have the authority to 
require a civil and criminal background check of those persons that in the 
determination of the superintendent have the authority to direct and control 
the operations of the applicant. 

( 4)(a) Notwithstanding division ~.(IJ. of section 121.08 of the Revised 
Code, the superintendent of financial institutions shall obtain a criminal 
history records check and, as part of that records check, request that criminal 
record information from the federal bureau of investigation be obtained. To 
fulfill this requirement, the superintendent shall request the superintendent 
of the bureau of criminal identification and investigation, or a vendor 
approved by the bureau, to conduct a criminal records check based on the 
applicant's fingerprints or, if the fingerprints are unreadable, based on the 
applicant's social security number, in accordance with section 109.572 of the 
Revised Code. 

(b) Any fee required under division (C)(3) of section 109.572 of the 
Revised Code shall be paid by the applicant. 

(5) If an application for a certificate of registration does not contain all 
of the information required under division (A) of this section, and if such 
information is not submitted to the division within ninety days after the 
superintendent requests the information in writing, including by electronic 
transmission or facsimile, the superintendent may consider the application 
withdrawn. 

(6) If the division finds that the financial responsibility, experience, and 
general fitness of the applicant command the confidence of the public and 
warrant the belief that the business will be operated honestly and fairly in 
compliance with the purposes of sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the Revised 
Code and the rules adopted thereunder, and that the applicant has the 
applicable net worth and assets required by division (B) of this section, the 
division shall thereupon issue a certificate of registration to the applicant. 
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The superintendent shall not use a credit score as the sole basis for a 
registration denial. 

(a)(i) Certificates of registration issued on or after July 1, 2010, shall 
annually expire on the thirty-first day of December, unless renewed by the 
filing of a renewal application and payment of a three-hundred-dollar 
nonrefundable annual registration fee and any assessment as determined by 
the superintendent pursuant to division (A)(6)(a)(ii) of this section on or 
before the last day of December of each year. No other fee or assessment 
shall be required of a registrant by the state or any political subdivision of 
this state. 

(ii) If the renewal fees billed by the superintendent pursuant to division 
(A)(6)(a)(i) of this section are less than the estimated expenditures of the 
consumer finance section of the division of financial institutions, as 
determined by the superintendent, for the following fiscal year, the 
superintendent may assess each registrant at a rate sufficient to equal in the 
aggregate the difference between the renewal fees billed and the estimated 
expenditures. Each registrant shall pay the assessed amount to the 
superintendent prior to the last day of June. In no case shall the assessment 
exceed ten cents per each one hundred dollars of interest ( excluding 
charge-off recoveries), points, loan origination charges, and credit line 
charges collected by that registrant during the previous calendar year. If 
such an assessment is imposed, it shall not be less than two hundred fifty 
dollars per registrant and shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars less the 
total renewal fees paid pursuant to division (A)(6)(a)(i) of this section by 
each registrant. 

(b) Registrants shall timely file renewal applications on forms 
prescribed by the division and provide any further information that the 
division may require. If a renewal application does not contain all of the 
information required under this section, and if that information is not 
submitted to the division within ninety days after the superintendent 
requests the information in writing, including by electronic transmission or 
facsimile, the superintendent may consider the application withdrawn. 

(c) Renewal shall not be granted if the applicant's certificate of 
registration is subject to an order of suspension, revocation, or an unpaid 
and past due fine imposed by the superintendent. 

(d) If the division finds the applicant does not meet the conditions set 
forth in this section, it shall issue a notice of intent to deny the application, 
and forthwith notify the applicant of the denial, the grounds for the denial, 
and the applicant's reasonable opportunity to be heard on the action in 
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 
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(7) If there is a change of five per cent or more in the ownership of a 
registrant, the division may make any investigation necessary to determine 
whether any fact or condition exists that, if it had existed at the time of the 
original application for a certificate of registration, the fact or condition 
would have warranted the division to deny the application under division 
(A)(6) of this section. If such a fact or condition is found, the division may, 
in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, revoke the registrant's 
certificate. 

(B) Each registrant that engages in lending under sections 1321.51 to 
1321.60 of the Revised Code shall maintain both of the following: 

(1) A net worth of at least fifty thousand dollars; 
(2) For each certificate of registration, assets of at least fifty thousand 

dollars either in use or readily available for use in the conduct of the 
business. 

(C) Not more than one place of business shall be maintained under the 
same certificate, but the division may issue additional certificates to the 
same registrant upon compliance with sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the 
Revised Code, governing the issuance of a single certificate. No change in 
the place of business of a registrant to a location outside the original 
municipal corporation shall be permitted under the same certificate without 
the approval of a new application, the payment of the registration fee and, if 
required by the superintendent, the payment of an investigation fee of two 
hundred dollars. When a registrant wishes to change its place of business 
within the same municipal corporation, it shall give written notice of the 
change in advance to the division, which shall provide a certificate for the 
new address without cost. If a registrant changes its name, prior to making 
loans under the new name it shall give written notice of the change to the 
division, which shall provide a certificate in the new name without cost. 
Sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the Revised Code do not limit the loans of 
any registrant to residents of the community in which the registrant's place 
of business is situated. Each certificate shall be kept conspicuously posted in 
the place of business of the registrant and is not transferable or assignable. 

(D) Sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the Revised Code do not apply to 
any of the following: 

(1) Entities chartered and lawfully doing business under the authority of 
any law of this state, another state, or the United States as a bank, savings 
bank, trust company, savings and loan association, or credit union, or a 
subsidiary of any such entity, which subsidiary is regulated by a federal 
banking agency and is owned and controlled by such a depository 
institution; 
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(2) Life, property, or casualty insurance compames licensed to do 
business in this state; 

(3) Any person that is a lender making a loan pursuant to sections 
1321.01 to 1321.19 or sections 1321.62 to 1321.701 of the Revised Code or 
a business loan as described in division (B)(6) of section 1343.01 of the 
Revised Code; 

(4) Any political subdivision, or any governmental or other public 
entity, corporation, instrumentality, or agency, in or of the United States or 
any state of the United States, or any entity described in division (B)(3) of 
section 1343.01 of the Revised Code; 

(5) A college or university, or controlled entity of a college or 
university, as those terms are defined in section 1713.05 of the Revised 
Code. 

(E) No person engaged in the business of selling tangible goods or 
services related to tangible goods may receive or retain a certificate under 
sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 of the Revised Code for such place of business. 

Sec. 1321.64. (A) An application for a license shall contain an 
undertaking by the applicant to abide by those sections. The application 
shall be in writing, under oath, and in the form prescribed by the 
superintendent of financial institutions, and shall contain any information 
that the superintendent may require. Applicants that are foreign corporations 
shall obtain and maintain a license pursuant to Chapter 1703. of the Revised 
Code before a license is issued or renewed. 

(B) Upon the filing of the application and the payment by the applicant 
of a nonrefundable investigation fee of two hundred dollars, a nonrefundable 
annual registration fee of three hundred dollars, and any additional fee 
required by the NMLSR, the division of financial institutions shall 
investigate the relevant facts. If the application involves investigation 
outside this state, the applicant may be required by the division to advance 
sufficient funds to pay any of the actual expenses of the investigation when 
it appears that these expenses will exceed two hundred dollars. An itemized 
statement of any of these expenses which the applicant is required to pay 
shall be furnished to the applicant by the division. A license shall not be 
issued unless all the required fees have been submitted to the division. 

(C)(l) The investigation undertaken upon receipt of an application shall 
include both a civil and criminal records check of any control person. 

(2)(a) Notwithstanding division fKtQJ of section 121.08 of the Revised 
Code, the superintendent shall obtain a criminal records check on each 
control person and, as part of that records check, request that criminal 
records information from the federal bureau of investigation be obtained. To 
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fulfill this requirement, the superintendent shall do either of the following: 
(i) Request the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification 

and investigation, or a vendor approved by the bureau, to conduct a criminal 
records check based on the control person's fingerprints or, if the 
fingerprints are unreadable, based on the control person's social security 
number, in accordance with section 109.572 of the Revised Code; 

(ii) Authorize the NMLSR to request a criminal records check of the 
control person. 

(b) Any fee required under division (C)(3) of section 109.572 of the 
Revised Code or by the NMLSR shall be paid by the applicant. 

(D) If an application for a license does not contain all of the information 
required under division (A) of this section, and if such information is not 
submitted to the division or to the NMLSR within ninety days after the 
superintendent or the NMLSR requests the information in writing, including 
by electronic transmission or facsimile, the superintendent may consider the 
application withdrawn. 

(E) If the superintendent of financial institutions finds that the financial 
responsibility, experience, and general fitness of the applicant command the 
confidence of the public and warrant the belief that the business will be 
operated honestly and fairly in compliance with the purposes of sections 
1321.62 to 1321. 702 of the Revised Code and the rules adopted thereunder, 
and that the applicant has the requisite net worth and assets required under 
section 1321.65 of the Revised Code, the superintendent shall issue a license 
to the applicant. The license shall be valid until the thirty-first day of 
December of the year in which it is issued. A person may be licensed under 
both sections 1321.51 to 1321.60 and sections 1321.62 to 1321.702 of the 
Revised Code. 

(F) If the superintendent finds that the applicant does not meet the 
conditions set forth in this section, the superintendent shall issue a notice of 
intent to deny the application, and promptly notify the applicant of the 
denial, the grounds for the denial, and the applicant's reasonable opportunity 
to be heard on the action in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code. 

Sec. 1346.03. Any information provided to the attorney general by the 
department of taxation in accordance with division ~ (gill of section 
5703 .21 of the Revised Code shall not be disclosed publicly by the attorney 
general except when it is necessary to facilitate compliance with and 
enforcement of section 1346.01 or 1346.02 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1349.09. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Operator" means any business, entity, or person that operates an 
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online web site, service, or product that has users in this state and that 
allows those users to do all of the following: 

(a) Interact socially with other users within the confines of the online 
web site, service, or product: 

(b) Construct a public or semipublic profile for the pm:pose of signing 
into and using the online web site, service, or product: 

(c) Populate a list of other users with whom an individual shares or has 
the ability to share a social connection within the online web site, service, or 
product: 

(d) Create or post content viewable by others, including on message 
boards, chat rooms, video channels, direct or private messages or chats, and 
a landing page or main feed that presents the user with content generated by 
other users. 

(2) "Child" means any consumer of an online web site, service, or 
product who is under the age of sixteen and who is not emancipated. 

(B) The operator of an online web site, service, or product that targets 
children, or is reasonably anticipated to be accessed by children, shall do all 
of the following: 

(1) Obtain verifiable consent for any contract with a child, including 
terms of service, to register, sign up, or otherwise create a unigue username 
to access or utilize the online web site, service, or product, from the child's 
parent or legal guardian using any of the following methods: 

(a) Reguiring a parent or legal guardian to sign and return to the 
operator a form consenting to the contract by postal mail, facsimile, or 
electronic mail: 

(b) Reguiring a parent or legal guardian, in connection with a monetary 
transaction, to use a credit card, debit card, or other online payment system 
that provides notification of each discrete transaction to the primary account 
holder: 

(c) Reguiring a parent or legal guardian to call a toll-free telephone 
number implemented by the operator and staffed by trained personnel: 

(d) Reguiring a parent or legal guardian to connect to trained personnel 
by videoconference: 

(e) Verifying a parent's or legal guardian's identity by checking a form 
of government-issued identification against databases of such information, 
and promptly deleting the parent's or legal guardian's identification from the 
operator's records after such verification is complete. 

(2) Present to the child's parent or legal guardian a list of the features 
offered by an operator's online web site, service, or product related to 
censoring or moderating content, including any features that can be disabled 
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for a particular profile. 
(3) Provide to the child's parent or guardian a web site link at which the 

parent or legal guardian may access and review the list of features described 
in division (B)(2) of this section at another time. 

(C) In determining whether an operator's online web site, service, or 
product targets children, or is reasonably anticipated to be accessed by 
children, the attorney general or a court may consider the following factors: 

(1) Subject matter: 
(2) Language: 
(3) Design elements: 
(4) Visual content: 
(5) Use of animated characters or child-oriented activities and 

incentives: 
(6) Music or other audio content: 
(7) Age of models: 
(8) Presence of child celebrities or celebrities who appeal to children: 
(9) Advertisements: 
(10) Empirical evidence regarding audience composition: and 
(11) Evidence regarding the intended audience. 
(D)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(2) of this section, 

after obtaining consent from a child's parent or legal guardian, an operator 
shall send written confirmation to the parent or legal guardian via electronic 
mail, postal mail, or facsimile. 

(2) If an operator is unable to secure an address, electronic mail address, 
or facsimile number of the child's parent or legal guardian, after making a 
reasonable effort to obtain such information, the operator may verify 
consent via telephone. 

(E) If a child's parent or legal guardian does not affirmatively consent to 
the terms of service or other contract, the operator shall deny the child 
access to or use of the online web site, service, or product. 

(F) If a parent or legal guardian receives confirmation of consent, as 
described in division (D) of this section, and determines that consent was 
given in error, or if the parent or legal guardian chooses to withdraw consent 
for any reason, the parent or legal guardian shall notify the operator, and the 
operator shall terminate the child's use of or access to the online web site, 
service, or product within thirty days after receiving such notification. 

(G) The attorney general shall investigate any noncompliance with this 
section in the same manner, by the same means, and with the same 
jurisdiction, powers, and duties as in section 1349.191 of the Revised Code. 
Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to serve as the basis for a private 
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right of action. 
(H) If it appears that an operator of an online web site, service, or 

product failed to comply with this section, the attorney general has the 
exclusive authority to bring a civil action in a court of common pleas, or 
other appropriate court, for appropriate relief including a temporazy 
restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction, and civil penalties. 

(I) If a court finds that an operator of an online web site, service, or 
product entered into a contract with a child without consent of the child's 
parent or guardian, as reguired by this section, the court shall impose a civil 
penalty on the operator as follows: 

(1) Up to one thousand dollars for each of the first sixty days the 
operator failed to comply with this section: 

(2) In addition to the civil penalty reguired by division (1)(1) of this 
section, up to five thousand dollars for each subseguent day the operator 
failed to comply with this section, commencing with the sixty-first day and 
ending with the ninetieth day: 

(3) In addition to the civil penalties reguired by divisions (1)(1) and (2) 
of this section, up to ten thousand dollars for each subseguent day the 
operator failed to comply with this section, commencing with the 
ninety-first day. 

(J) Any civil penalty that is imposed under division (I) of this section 
shall be deposited into the consumer protection enforcement fund created 
under section 1345.51 of the Revised Code. 

(K) Any operator that is found by the court to have failed to comply 
with this section is liable to the attorney general for the attorney general's 
costs in conducting an investigation and bringing an action under this 
section. 

(L) The rights and remedies that are provided under this section are in 
addition to any other rights or remedies that are provided by law. 

(M)(l) If an operator is in substantial compliance with this section, the 
attorney general shall provide written notice to the operator before 
commencing a civil action under this section. The notice must identify the 
specific provisions of this section that the attorney general alleges have been 
violated. 

(2) The attorney general shall not commence a civil action under this 
section, and a court shall not impose a civil penalty, for a violation identified 
in a notice sent by the attorney general under division (M)(l) of this section 
if the operator does both of the following within ninety days after the date 
such notice is sent: 

(a) Cures the violation: 
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(b) Provides the attorney general with written documentation that the 
violation has been cured and that the operator has taken measures sufficient 
to prevent future violations. 

(N)(l) This section does not apply to an online web site, service, or 
product where the predominant or exclusive function is: 

(a) Cloud storage or cloud computing services: 
(b) Broadband internet access services: 
(c) Search engine services. 
(2) Division (N)(l) of this section does not apply with respect to content 

and communications created or controlled by the provider, affiliate, or 
subsidiary. 

(0) This section does not apply to an online web site, service, or product 
respecting which interaction between users is limited to the following: 

(1) Reviewing products offered for sale by electronic commerce or 
commenting on reviews posted by other users: 

(2) Comments incidental to content posted by an established and widely 
recognized media outlet, the primary purpose of which is to report news and 
current events. 

Sec. 1351.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Advertisement" means any written, visual, or oral communication 

made to a lessee or prospective lessee by means of personal representation, 
newspaper, magazine, circular, billboard, direct mailing, sign, radio, 
television, telephone, or other means of communication, that aids, promotes, 
or assists, directly or indirectly, a lease-purchase agreement. 

(B) "Cash price" means the price at which a lessor in the ordinary 
course of business would offer the property that is the subject of a 
lease-purchase agreement to the lessee for cash on the date of the 
lease-purchase agreement. It may include sales taxes. 

(C) "Lessee" means an individual who leases personal property pursuant 
to a lease-purchase agreement. 

(D) "Lessor" means a person who, in the ordinary course of business, 
regularly offers to lease or arranges for personal property to be leased 
pursuant to a lease-purchase agreement. 

(E) "Personal property" means any property that is not real property 
under the laws of the state where it is located when it is offered or made 
available for a lease-purchase agreement. 

(F) "Lease-purchase agreement" means an agreement for the use of 
personal property by an individual primarily for personal, family, or 
household purposes for an initial period of four months or less that is 
automatically renewable with each lease payment after the initial period and 
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that permits the lessee to acquire ownership of the property. It does not 
include any of the following: 

(1) A lease for agricultural, business, or commercial purposes; 
(2) A lease made to an organization; 
(3) A lease of money or intangible personal property; 
(4) A lease of a motor vehicle as defined in section 4501.01 of the 

Revised Code. 
(G) "Lease-purchase property" means personal property that is owned 

by the lessor at the time it is physically displayed and offered for 
lease-purchase to the consumer, and prior to execution of any lease-purchase 
agreement. 

Sec. 1351.07. (A) No advertisement for a lease-purchase agreement 
shall state that a lease of any specific property is available at specific 
amounts or on specific terms unless the lessor will lease the property at 
those amounts or on those terms. 

(B) No advertisement shall state that a payment or a lease payment is 
due upon origination of a lease without disclosing all of the following: 

(1) The payment due upon origination of the lease; 
(2) The lease payment; 
(3) The total number of lease payments necessary to obtain ownership 

of the property that is the subject of the lease-purchase agreement. 
(C) All lease-purchase property displayed or offered under a 

lease-purchase agreement shall have stamped upon or affixed to the 
property, or otherwise disclosed as provided in division (D) of this section, 
and clearly and conspicuously indicated in Arabic numerals that are 
readable and understandable by visual inspection, all of the following: 

(1) The cash price of the property; 
(2) The amount of the lease payment; 
(3) The total number of lease payments necessary to acquire ownership 

of the property that is the subject of the lease-purchase agreement. 
(D) For any lease-purchase property displayed or offered online and for 

which a consumer can enter into a lease-purchase agreement online or 
remotely through electronic commerce, a lessor may, in lieu of stamping or 
affixing the disclosures reguired by division (C) of this section to the 
property, provide the same information electronically so long as such 
information is clearly and conspicuously indicated in Arabic numerals that 
are readable and understandable by visual inspection and the disclosure is 
provided prior to any disclosure reguired under section 1351.02 of the 
Revised Code. 

(E) When personal property that is not lease-purchase property is 
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displayed or offered for a lease-purchase agreement, the lessor shall provide 
the information described under divisions (C)(l) to (3) of this section 
electronically, in the same manner described under division (D) of this 
section, rather than stamping or affixing such information to the property. 

ID With respect to matters specifically governed by the "Consumer 
Credit Protection Act," 15 U.S.C.A. 1667, 90 Stat. 257, as amended, 
compliance with such act satisfies the re uirements of this section. 

Sec. 1501.014. (A) As used in this section, "highest appraised value" 
means the highest appraised value of the property as appraised by a person 
regularly engaged in the business of conducting property appraisals. 

(B) Notwithstanding any provision oflaw to the contrary, the director of 
natural resources and any chief of a division within the department of 
natural resources shall not purchase real property in accordance with any 
lawfully granted authority if the purchase price both exceeds twenty-five per ~l· 
cent of the real property's highest appraised value and is more than one f 
million dollars unless the controlling board, in accordance with division (C) 
of this section, approves that purchase. 

(C) For purposes of approving a real property purchase under division 
(B) of this section. the controlling board shall do all of the following: 

(1) Only allow legislative members of the controlling board to 
participate in the vote: 

(2) In order to favorably approve the purchase, receive a majority vote 
from members of the house of representatives and receive a majority vote 
from members of the senate: 

(3) Take a roll call of each individual voting member's vote. 
Sec. 1501.16. There is hereby created in the state treasury the 

performance bond refunds fund. The fund shall consist of money received 
by the department of natural resources from other entities as performance 
security. Upon the completion of work or satisfaction of terms for which the 
performance bond was required, the money shall be refunded to the 
pledging entity. In the event that the performance bond is forfeited, the 
money shall be transferred to the appropriate fund within the state treasury. 

Sec. 1509.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Well" means any borehole, whether drilled or bored, within the 

state for production, extraction, or injection of any gas or liquid mineral, 
excluding potable water to be used as such, but including natural or artificial 
brines and oil field waters. "Well" includes a stratigraphic well. 

(B) "Oil" means crude petroleum oil and all other hydrocarbons, 
regardless of gravity, that are produced in liquid form by ordinary 
production methods, but does not include hydrocarbons that were originally 
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in a gaseous phase in the reservoir. 
(C) "Gas" means all natural gas and all other fluid hydrocarbons that are 

not oil, including condensate. 
(D) "Condensate" means liquid hydrocarbons separated at or near the 

well pad or along the gas production or gathering system prior to gas 
processmg. 

(E) "Pool" means an underground reservoir containing a common 
accumulation of oil or gas, or both, but does not include a gas storage 
reservoir. Each zone of a geological structure that is completely separated 
from any other zone in the same structure may contain a separate pool. 

(F) "Field" means the general area underlaid by one or more pools. 
(G) "Drilling unit" means the minimum acreage on which one well may 

be drilled, but does not apply to a well for injecting gas into or removing gas 
from a gas storage reservoir and does not apply to a stratigraphic well. 

(H) "Waste" includes all of the following: 
(1) Physical waste, as that term generally is understood in the oil and 

gas industry; 
(2) Inefficient, excessive, or improper use, or the unnecessary 

dissipation, of reservoir energy; 
(3) Inefficient storing of oil or gas; 
(4) Locating, drilling, equipping, operating, or producing an oil or gas 

well in a manner that reduces or tends to reduce the quantity of oil or gas 
ultimately recoverable under prudent and proper operations from the pool 
into which it is drilled or that causes or tends to cause unnecessary or 
excessive surface loss or destruction of oil or gas; 

(5) Other underground or surface waste in the production or storage of 
oil, gas, or condensate, however caused. 

(I) "Correlative rights" means the reasonable opportunity to every 
person entitled thereto to recover and receive the oil and gas in and under 
the person's tract or tracts, or the equivalent thereof, without having to drill 
unnecessary wells or incur other unnecessary expense. 

(J) "Tract" means a single, individual parcel of land or a portion of a 
single, individual parcel of land. 

(K) "Owner," unless referring to a mine, means the person who has the 
right to drill on a tract or drilling unit, to drill into and produce from a pool, 
and to appropriate the oil or gas produced therefrom either for the person or 
for others, except that a person ceases to be an owner with respect to a well 
when the well has been plugged in accordance with applicable rules adopted 
and orders issued under this chapter. "Owner" does not include a person 
who obtains a lease of the mineral rights for oil and gas on a parcel of land if 
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the person does not attempt to produce or produce oil or gas from a well or 
obtain a permit under this chapter for a well or if the entire interest of a well 
is transferred to the person in accordance with division (B) of section 
1509.31 of the Revised Code. 

(L) "Royalty interest" means the fee holder's share in the production 
from a well, except a stratigraphic well. 

(M) "Discovery well" means the first well, except a stratigraphic well, 
capable of producing oil or gas in commercial quantities from a pool. 

(N) "Prepared clay" means a clay that is plastic and is thoroughly 
saturated with fresh water to a weight and consistency great enough to settle 
through saltwater in the well in which it is to be used, except as otherwise 
approved by the chief of the division of oil and gas resources management. 

(0) "Rock sediment" means the combined cutting and residue from 
drilling sedimentary rocks and formation. 

(P) "Excavations and workings," "mine," and "pillar" have the same 
meanings as in section 1561.01 of the Revised Code. 

(Q) "Coal bearing township" means a township designated as such by 
the chief of the division of mineral resources management under section 
1561.06 of the Revised Code. 

(R) "Gas storage reservoir" means a continuous area of a subterranean 
porous sand or rock stratum or strata into which gas is or may be injected for 
the purpose of storing it therein and removing it therefrom and includes a 
gas storage reservoir as defined in section 1571.01 of the Revised Code. 

(S) "Safe Drinking Water Act" means the "Safe Drinking Water Act," 
88 Stat. 1661 (1974), 42 U.S.C.A. 300(f), as amended by the "Safe Drinking 
Water Amendments of 1977," 91 Stat. 1393, 42 U.S.C.A. 300(f), the "Safe 
Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1986," 100 Stat. 642, 42 U.S.C.A. 
300(f), and the "Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996," 110 Stat. 
1613, 42 U.S.C.A. 300(f), and regulations adopted under those acts. 

(T) "Person" includes any political subdivision, department, agency, or 
instrumentality of this state; the United States and any department, agency, 
or instrumentality thereof; any legal entity defined as a person under section 
1.59 of the Revised Code; and any other form of business organization or 
entity recognized by the laws of this state. 

(U) "Brine" means all saline geological formation water resulting from, 
obtained from, or produced in connection with exploration, drilling, well 
stimulation, production of oil or gas, or plugging of a well. 

(V) "Waters of the state" means all streams, lakes, ponds, marshes, 
watercourses, waterways, springs, irrigation systems, drainage systems, and 
other bodies of water, surface or underground, natural or artificial, that are 
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situated wholly or partially within this state or within its jurisdiction, except 
those private waters that do not combine or effect a junction with natural 
surface or underground waters. 

(W) "Exempt Mississippian well" means a well that meets all of the 
following criteria: 

(1) Was drilled and completed before January 1, 1980; 
(2) Is located in an unglaciated part of the state; 
(3) Was completed in a reservoir no deeper than the Mississippian Big 

Injun sandstone in areas underlain by Pennsylvanian or Permian 
stratigraphy, or the Mississippian Berea sandstone in areas directly 
underlain by Permian stratigraphy; 

(4) Is used primarily to provide oil or gas for domestic use. 
(X) "Exempt domestic well" means a well that meets all of the 

following criteria: 
(1) Is owned by the owner of the surface estate of the tract on which the 

well is located; 
(2) Is used primarily to provide gas for the owner's domestic use; 
(3) Is located more than two hundred feet horizontal distance from any 

inhabited private dwelling house other than an inhabited private dwelling 
house located on the tract on which the well is located; 

(4) Is located more than two hundred feet horizontal distance from any 
public building that may be used as a place of resort, assembly, education, 
entertainment, lodging, trade, manufacture, repair, storage, traffic, or 
occupancy by the public. 

(Y) "Urbanized area" means an area where a well or production 
facilities of a well are located within a municipal corporation or within a 
township that has an unincorporated population of more than five thousand 
in the most recent federal decennial census prior to the issuance of the 
permit for the well or production facilities. 

(Z) "Well stimulation" or "stimulation of a well" means the process of 
enhancing well productivity, including hydraulic fracturing operations. 

(AA) "Production operation" means all operations and activities and all 
related equipment, facilities, and other structures that may be used in or 
associated with the exploration and production of oil, gas, or other mineral 
resources that are regulated under this chapter, including operations and 
activities associated with site preparation, site construction, access road 
construction, well drilling, well completion, well stimulation, well site 
activities, reclamation, and plugging. "Production operation" also includes 
all of the following: 

(1) The piping, equipment, and facilities used for the production and 
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preparation of hydrocarbon gas or liquids for transportation or delivery; 
(2) The processes of extraction and recovery, lifting, stabilization, 

treatment, separation, production processing, storage, waste disposal, and 
measurement of hydrocarbon gas and liquids, including related equipment 
and facilities; 

(3) The processes and related equipment and facilities associated with 
production compression, gas lift, gas injection, fuel gas supply, well drilling, 
well stimulation, and well completion activities, including dikes, pits, and 
earthen and other impoundments used for the temporary storage of fluids 
and waste substances associated with well drilling, well stimulation, and 
well completion activities; 

(4) Equipment and facilities at a well pad or other location that are used 
for the transportation, handling, recycling, temporary storage, management, 
processing, or treatment of any equipment, material, and by-products or 
other substances from an operation at a wellpad that may be used or reused 
at the same or another operation at a wellpad or that will be disposed of in 
accordance with applicable laws and rules adopted under them. 

(BB) "Annular overpressurization" means the accumulation of fluids 
within an annulus with sufficient pressure to allow migration of annular 
fluids into underground sources of drinking water. 

(CC) "Orphaned well" means a well that has not been properly plugged 
or its land surface restored in accordance with this chapter and the rules 
adopted under it to which either of the following apply: 

(1) The owner of the well is unknown, deceased, or cannot be located 
and the well is abandoned. 

(2) The owner of the well has abandoned the well and there is no money 
available to plug the well in accordance with this chapter and the rules 
adopted under it. 

(DD) "Temporarily inactive well" means a well that has been granted 
temporary inactive status under section 1509.062 of the Revised Code. 

(EE) "Material and substantial violation" means any of the following: 
(1) Failure to obtain a permit to drill, reopen, convert, plugback, or plug 

a well under this chapter; 
(2) Failure to obtain, maintain, update, or submit proof of insurance 

coverage that is required under this chapter; 
(3) Failure to obtain, maintain, update, or submit proof of a surety bond 

that is required under this chapter; 
(4) Failure to restore a disturbed land surface as required by section 

1509.072 of the Revised Code; 
(5) Failure to reimburse the oil and gas well fund pursuant to a final 
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order issued under section 1509.071 of the Revised Code; 
(6) Failure to comply with a final nonappealable order of the chief 

issued under section 1509.04 of the Revised Code; 
(7) Failure to submit a report, test result, fee, or document that is 

required in this chapter or rules adopted under it. 
(FF) "Severer" has the same meaning as in section 5749.01 of the 

Revised Code. 
(GG) "Horizontal well" means a well that is drilled for the production of 

oil or gas in which the wellbore reaches a horizontal or near horizontal 
position in the Point Pleasant, Utica, or Marcellus formation and the well is 
stimulated. "Horizontal well" does not include a stratigraphic well. 

(HH) "Well pad" means the area that is cleared or prepared for the 
drilling of one or more horizontal wells. 

(II) "Stratigraphic well" means a borehole that is drilled within the state 
on a tract solely to conduct research or testing of the subsurface geology, 
including porosity and permeability. "Stratigraphic well" does not include 
geotechnical or soil borings or a borehole drilled for seismic shot or mining 
of industrial minerals or coal. 

Sec. 1509.03. (A) The chief of the division of oil and gas resources 
management shall adopt, rescind, and amend, in accordance with Chapter 
119. of the Revised Code, rules for the administration, implementation, and 
enforcement of this chapter. The rules shall include an identification of the 
subjects that the chief shall address when attaching terms and conditions to a 
permit with respect to a well and production facilities of a well that are 
located within an urbanized area or with respect to a horizontal well and 
production facilities associated with a horizontal well. The subjects shall 
include all of the following: 

(1) Safety concerning the drilling or operation of a well; 
(2) Protection of the public and private water supply, including the 

amount of water used and the source or sources of the water; 
(3) Fencing and screening of surface facilities of a well; 
(4) Containment and disposal of drilling and production wastes; 
(5) Construction of access roads for purposes of the drilling and 

operation of a well; 
(6) Noise mitigation for purposes of the drilling of a well and the 

operation of a well, excluding safety and maintenance operations. 
No person shall violate any rule of the chief adopted under this chapter. 
(B)(l) Any order issuing, denying, or modifying a permit or notices 

required to be made by the chief pursuant to this chapter shall be made in 
compliance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, except that personal 
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service may be used in lieu of service by mail. Every order issuing, denying, 
or modifying a permit under this chapter and described as such shall be 
considered an adjudication order for purposes of Chapter 119. of the 
Revised Code. Division (B)(l) of this section does not apply to a permit 
issued under section 1509.06 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Where notice to the owners any person is required by this chapter, 
the notice shall be given as 13resertbed by a rule ado13ted by the ehtef to 
go•1ern the gt11tng of nottees. The rule shall 13ro11tde for notice b:)• t3Mbheatton 
exee13t tn those eases v1here other ty13es of nottee are neeessary in order to 
meet the requirements of the law. 

(C) The chief or the chiefs authorized representative may at any time 
enter upon lands, public or private, for the purpose of administration or 
enforcement of this chapter, the rules adopted or orders made thereunder, or 
terms or conditions of permits or registration certificates issued thereunder 
and may examine and copy records pertaining to the drilling, conversion, or 
operation of a well for injection of fluids and logs required by division (C) 
of section 1509.223 of the Revised Code. No person shall prevent or hinder 
the chief or the chiefs authorized representative in the performance of 
official duties. If entry is prevented or hindered, the chief or the chiefs 
authorized representative may apply for, and the court of common pleas 
may issue, an appropriate inspection warrant necessary to achieve the 
purposes of this chapter within the court's territorial jurisdiction. 

(D) The chief may issue orders to enforce this chapter, rules adopted 
thereunder, and terms or conditions of permits issued thereunder. Any such 
order shall be considered an adjudication order for the purposes of Chapter 
119. of the Revised Code. No person shall violate any order of the chief 
issued under this chapter. No person shall violate a term or condition of a 
permit or registration certificate issued under this chapter. 

(E) Orders of the chief denying, suspending, or revoking a registration 
certificate; approving or denying approval of an application for revision of a 
registered transporter's plan for disposal; or to implement, administer, or 
enforce division (A) of section 1509.224 and sections 1509.22, 1509.222, 
1509.223, 1509.225, and 1509.226 of the Revised Code pertaining to the 
transportation of brine by vehicle and the disposal of brine so transported 
are not adjudication orders for purposes of Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code. The chief shall issue such orders under division (A) or (B). of section 
1509 .224 of the Revised Code, as appropriate. 

Sec. 1509.04. (A) The chief of the division of oil and gas resources 
management, or the chiefs authorized representatives, shall enforce this 
chapter and the rules, terms and conditions of permits and registration 
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certificates, and orders adopted or issued pursuant thereto, except that any 
peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code, may arrest 
for violations of this chapter involving transportation of brine by vehicle. 
The enforcement authority of the chief includes the authority to issue 
compliance notices and to enter into compliance agreements. 

(B)(l) The chief or the chiefs authorized representative may issue an 
administrative order to f:l-fi O'Nner a person that is subject to this chapter or 
rules adopted under it for a violation of this chapter or rules adopted under 
it, terms and conditions of a permit issued under it, a registration certificate 
that is required under this chapter, or orders issued under this chapter. 

(2)(a) If an owner or other Il person who is required to submit a report, 
test result, fee, or document by this chapter or rules adopted under it submits 
a request for an extension of time to submit the report, test result, fee, or 
document to the chief prior to the date on which the report, test result, fee, 
or document is due, the chief may grant an extension of not more than sixty 
additional days from the original date on which the report, test result, fee, or 
document is due. 

(b) If an o•Nner or other .l! person who is required to submit a report, test 
result, fee, or document by this chapter or rules adopted under it fails to 
submit the report, test result, fee, or document before or on the date on 
which it is due and the chief has not granted an extension of time under 
division (B)(2)(a) of this section, the chief shall make reasonable attempts to 
notify the o•.vner or other person of the failure to submit the report, test 
result, fee, or document. If an owner or other .l! person who receives such a 
notification fails to submit the report, test result, fee, or document on or 
before thirty days after the date on which the chief so notified the owner or 
ether person, the chief may issue an order under division (B)(2)(e) auru of 
this section. 

Will The chief may issue an order finding that an owner a person has 
committed a material and substantial violation. 

(C) The chief, by order, immediately may suspend drilling, operating, or 
plugging activities that are related to a material and substantial violation and 
suspend and revoke an unused permit after finding either of the following: 

(1) An o•.v:ner A person has failed to comply with an order issued under 
division (B)(2)(e) auru of this section that is final and nonappealable. 

(2) A:n owner A person that has committed a material and substancial 
violation is causing, engaging in, or maintaining a condition or activity that 
the chief determines presents an imminent danger to the health or safety of 
the public or that results in or is likely to result in immediate substantial 
damage to the natural resources of this state. 
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(D)(l) The chief may issue an order under division (C) of this section 
without prior notification if reasonable attempts to notify the ewHef person 
have failed or if the ewHef person is currently in material breach of a prior 
order, but in such an event notification shall be given as soon thereafter as 
practical. 

(2) Not later than five days after the issuance of an order under division 
(C) of this section, the chief shall provide the ewHef person an opportunity 
to be heard and to present evidence that one of the following applies: 

(a) The condition or activity does not present an imminent danger to the 
public health or safety or is not likely to result in immediate substantial 
damage to natural resources. 

(b) Required records, reports, or logs have been submitted. 
(3) If the chief, after considering evidence presented by the ewHef 

person under division (D)(2)(a) of this section, determines that the activities 
do not present such a threat or that the required records, reports, or logs have 
been submitted under division (D)(2)(b) of this section, the chief shall 
revoke the order. The ewHef person may appeal an order to the court of 
common pleas of the county in which the activity that is the subject of the 
order is located. 

(E) The chief may issue a bond forfeiture order pursuant to section 
1509.071 of the Revised Code for failure to comply with a final 
nonappealable order issued or compliance agreement entered into under this 
section. 

(F) The chief may notify drilling contractors, transporters, service 
companies, or other similar entities of the compliance status of !Hi O'NHer .!! 
person that is subject to this chapter or rules adopted under it. 

If the ewHef person fails to comply with a prior enforcement action of 
the chief, the chief may issue a suspension order without prior notification, 
but in such an event the chief shall give notice as soon thereafter as 
practical. Not later than five calendar days after the issuance of an order, the 
chief shall provide the ewHef person an opportunity to be heard and to 
present evidence that required records, reports, or logs have been submitted. 
If the chief, after considering the evidence presented by the ewHef person, 
determines that the requirements have been satisfied, the chief shall revoke 
the suspension order. The ewHef person may appeal a suspension order to 
the court of common pleas of the county in which the activity that is the 
subject of the suspension order is located. 

(G) The prosecuting attorney of the county or the attorney general, upon 
the request of the chief, may apply to the court of common pleas in the 
county in which any of the provisions of this chapter or any rules, terms or 
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conditions of a permit or registration certificate, or orders adopted or issued 
pursuant to this chapter are being violated for a temporary restraining order, 
preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction restraining any person from 
such violation. 

Sec. 1509.051. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this 
chapter and rules adopted under it apply to a stratigraphic well regardless of 
whether a section in this chapter or in such rules refers to a well for oil and 
gas production or to an owner. 

(B) Notwithstanding section 1509.06 of the Revised Code, an 
application for a permit to drill a stratigraphic well shall be on a form 
prescribed by the chief of the division of oil and gas resources management 
and shall contain the information reguired under section 1509.06 of the 
Revised Code that is applicable. 

(C) A person shall not submit more than seven applications per year for 
a permit to drill a stratigraphic well unless otherwise approved by the chief. 

(D) All of the following do not apply to a stratigraphic well: 
(1) Section 1509.062 of the Revised Code: 
(2) Section 1509 .11 of the Revised Code: 
(3) Section 1509.24 of the Revised Code and the rules adopted under it 

relative to minimum acreage reguirements for a drilling unit: 
( 4) Ohio Administrative Code 1501 :9-2: 
(5) Ohio Administrative Code 1501 :9-3: 
(6) Ohio Administrative Code 1501:9-4: 
(7) Ohio Administrative Code 1501:9-5: 
(8) Ohio Administrative Code 1501 :9-7. 
(E) A stratigraphic well may be assigned or otherwise transferred. 

Notice of any such assignment or transfer shall be provided to the chief on a 
form prescribed and provided by the chief and signed by both the assignor 
and assignee or by both the transferor and transferee. 

(F) The surface location of a stratigraphic well shall not be within one 
hundred fifty feet from the property line of the tract on which the well is 
drilled. 

(G)(l) A stratigraphic well shall be plugged not later than one year after 
drilling commenced on the well, unless either of the following apply: 

(a) Subject to division (G)(2) of this section, the owner of the 
stratigraphic well applies, within that one-year period, for a permit to 
convert the well to another use subject to regulation under this chapter or 
Chapter 6111. of the Revised Code: 

(b) Subject to division (G)(3) of this section, the owner of the 
stratigraphic well executes and files with the division, on a form prescribed 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
638 

and provided by the division, financial assurance payable to the state in an 
amount approved by the chief that is egual to or greater than the estimated 
cost to plug the well and reclaim the associated well site. The financial 
assurance shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any surety bond or other 
financial assurance required under law. The financial assurance may be in 
the form of cash or a surety bond that names the state as obligee and is 
executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this state. 

(2) If an owner of a stratigraphic well applies for a permit to convert the 
well in accordance with division (G)(l)(a) of this section, but fails to 
complete the conversion of the well to another use within two years after 
drilling commenced on the stratigraphic well, the owner shall immediately 
plug the well or, not later than thirty days after the expiration of that 
two-year period, execute and file with the division financial assurance in 
accordance with division (G)(l)(b) of this section. 

(3) If an owner of a stratigraphic well executes and files financial 
assurance with the division in accordance with division (G)(l)(b) of this 
section, the stratigraphic well shall be plugged not later than five years after 
drilling commenced on the well, unless the stratigraphic well is lawfully 
converted to another use subject to regulation under this chapter or Chapter 
6111. of the Revised Code within that five-year period. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in section 1509.12 of the Revised 
Code, a stratigraphic well shall be plugged not later than one year after the 
issuance of a final nonappealable order denying, or affirming the denial of, 
an application for a permit to convert the well to another use subject to 
regulation under this chapter or Chapter 6111. of the Revised Code. 

(H)(l) The chief may forfeit by order the total amount of financial 
assurance executed and filed under division (G)(l)(b) of this section if the 
chief finds that the owner of that well is not in compliance with this section. 
The chief shall ensure that the order contains findings of fact supporting the 
forfeiture and sets forth the violations giving rise to the order. The chief may 
use the money obtained from such forfeiture to plug the stratigraphic well if 
the well is not plugged or has not been completely converted in accordance 
with the times specified in division (G) of this section. A stratigraphic well 
that has not been plugged and is not completely converted may be plugged 
using the procedures established under section 1509.071 of the Revised 
Code pertaining to orphan wells. 

(2) If a stratigraphic well owner filed financial assurance in the form of 
a surety bond with the division and the chief issues an order under division 
(H)(l) of this section to the owner, the chief also shall issue an order to the 
bank or surety company informing the bank or company of the option to 
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plug the well in lieu of forfeiture. 
(I)(l) Subject to division (I)(2) or (3) of this section, the owner of a 

stratigraphic well may elect, at its sole discretion, to designate any of the 
following to be confidential business information not subject to disclosure 
under any provision of law for a period of five years from the time that 
drilling commenced on the stratigraphic well: 

(a) Data from the research of the subsurface geology obtained from a 
stratigraphic well: 

(b) Any of the following that are otherwise reguired for submission 
under this chapter or rules adopted under it, any order of the chief, or any 
term or condition of a permit issued by the chief: 

(i) Reports: 
(ii) Documents: 
(iii) Records. 
(2) The owner of a stratigraphic well, upon reguest of the chief, shall 

disclose data from the research of the subsurface geology obtained from a 
stratigraphic well to the chief as may be necessary to respond to or 
investigate harm or potential harm to public health or safety or the 
environment, including potential damage to subsurface formations. 
However, such data remains confidential business information, shall not be 
disclosed by the chief, and is not a public record subject to inspection and 
copying under section 149.43 of the Revised Code until the expiration of the 
five-year period. 

(3) The owner of a stratigraphic well shall submit any reports, 
documents, or records that are reguired for submission under this chapter or 
rules adopted under it, any order of the chief, or any term or condition of a 
permit issued by the chief. However, such reports, documents, or records so 
designated as confidential business information remain confidential business 
information, shall not be disclosed by the chief, and are not a public record 
subject to inspection and copying under section 149.43 of the Revised Code 
until the expiration of the five-year period. 

(J) The chief may post the surface location of a stratigraphic well on the 
division's web site. 

Sec. 1509.11. (A)(l) The owner of any well, except a horizontal well, 
that is producing or capable of producing oil or gas shall file with the chief 
of the division of oil and gas resources management, on or before the 
thirty-first day of March, a statement of production of oil, gas, and brine for 
the last preceding calendar year in such form as the chief may prescribe. An 
owner that has more than one hundred such wells in this state shall submit 
electronically the statement of production in a format that is approved by the 
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chief. 
(2) The owner of any horizontal well that is producing or capable of 

producing oil or gas shall file with the chief, on the forty-fifth day following 
the close of each calendar quarter, a statement of production of oil, gas, and 
brine for the preceding calendar quarter in a form that the chief prescribes. 
An owner that has more than one hundred horizontal wells in this state shall 
submit electronically the statement of production in a format that is 
approved by the chief. 

(B) The chief shall not disclose information received from the 
department of taxation under di¥isieB. (C)(12) ef section 5703.21 of the 
Revised Code until the Feln-1:ed statement of production required by division 
(A) of this section and related to that information is filed with the chief. 

Sec. 1531.01. As used in this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised 
Code: 

(A) "Person" means a person as defined in section 1.59 of the Revised 
Code or a company; an employee, agent, or officer of such a person or 
company; a combination of individuals; the state; a political subdivision of 
the state; an interstate body created by a compact; or the federal government 
or a department, agency, or instrumentality of it. 

(B) "Resident" means aey either of the following: 
(1) An individual who has resided in this state for not less than six 

months preceding the date of making application for a license or permit~ 
(2) An individual who is a full-time student enrolled in an accredited 

Ohio public or private college or university and who resides in this state at 
the time the individual makes application for a license or permit and who 
attests to the individual's full-time student status in a manner determined by 
the chief of the division of wildlife. 

(C) "Nonresident" means any individual who does not qualify as a 
resident. 

(D) "Division rule" or "rule" means any rule adopted by the chief of the 
division of wildlife under section 1531.10 of the Revised Code unless the 
context indicates otherwise. 

(E) "Closed season" means that period of time during which the taking 
of wild animals protected by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised 
Code is prohibited. 

(F) "Open season" means that period of time during which the taking of 
wild animals protected by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised 
Code is permitted. 

(G) "Take or taking" includes pursuing, shooting, hunting, killing, 
trapping, angling, fishing with a trotline, or netting any clam, mussel, 
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crayfish, aquatic insect, fish, frog, turtle, wild bird, or wild quadruped, and 
any lesser act, such as wounding, or placing, setting, drawing, or using any 
other device for killing or capturing any wild animal, whether it results in 
killing or capturing the animal or not. "Take or taking" includes every 
attempt to kill or capture and every act of assistance to any other person in 
killing or capturing or attempting to kill or capture a wild animal. 

(H) "Possession" means both actual and constructive possession and any 
control of things referred to. 

(I) "Bag limit" means the number, measurement, or weight of any kind 
of crayfish, aquatic insects, fish, frogs, turtles, wild birds, and wild 
quadrupeds permitted to be taken. 

(J) "Transport and transportation" means carrying or moving or causing 
to be carried or moved. 

(K) "Sell and sale" means barter, exchange, or offer or expose for sale. 
(L) "Whole to include part" means that every provision relating to any 

wild animal protected by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised 
Code applies to any part of the wild animal with the same effect as it applies 
to the whole. 

(M) "Angling" means fishing with not more than two hand lines, not 
more than two units of rod and line, or a combination of not more than one 
hand line and one rod and line, either in hand or under control at any time 
while fishing. The hand line or rod and line shall have attached to it not 
more than three baited hooks, not more than three artificial fly rod lures, or 
one artificial bait casting lure equipped with not more than three sets of 
three hooks each. 

(N) "Trotline" means a device for catching fish that consists of a line 
having suspended from it, at frequent intervals, vertical lines with hooks 
attached. 

(0) "Fish" means a cold-blooded vertebrate having fins. 
(P) "Measurement of fish" means length from the end of the nose to the 

longest tip or end of the tail. 
(Q) "Wild birds" includes game birds and nongame birds. 
(R) "Game" includes game birds, game quadrupeds, and fur-bearing 

animals. 
(S) "Game birds" includes mourning doves, ringneck pheasants, 

bobwhite quail, ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, pinnated grouse, wild 
turkey, Hungarian partridge, Chukar partridge, woodcocks, black-breasted 
plover, golden plover, Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe, greater and lesser 
yellowlegs, rail, coots, gallinules, duck, geese, brant, and crows. 

(T) "Nongame birds" includes all other wild birds not included and 
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defined as game birds or migratory game birds. 
(U) "Wild quadrupeds" includes game quadrupeds and fur-bearing 

animals. 
(V) "Game quadrupeds" includes cottontail rabbits, gray squirrels, black 

squirrels, fox squirrels, red squirrels, flying squirrels, chipmunks, 
groundhogs or woodchucks, white-tailed deer, wild boar, elk, and black 
bears. 

(W) "Fur-bearing animals" includes minks, weasels, raccoons, skunks, 
opossums, muskrats, fox, beavers, badgers, otters, coyotes, and bobcats. 

(X) "Wild animals" includes mollusks, crustaceans, aquatic insects, fish, 
reptiles, amphibians, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and all other wild 
mammals, but does not include domestic deer. 

(Y) "Hunting" means pursuing, shooting, killing, following after or on 
the trail of, lying in wait for, shooting at, or wounding wild birds or wild 
quadrupeds while employing any device commonly used to kill or wound 
wild birds or wild quadrupeds whether or not the acts result in killing or 
wounding. "Hunting" includes every attempt to kill or wound and every act 
of assistance to any other person in killing or wounding or attempting to kill 
or wound wild birds or wild quadrupeds. 

(Z) "Trapping" means securing or attempting to secure possession of a 
wild bird or wild quadruped by means of setting, placing, drawing, or using 
any device that is designed to close upon, hold fast, confine, or otherwise 
capture a wild bird or wild quadruped whether or not the means results in 
capture. "Trapping" includes every act of assistance to any other person in 
capturing wild birds or wild quadrupeds by means of the device whether or 
not the means results in capture. 

(AA) "Muskrat spear" means any device used in spearing muskrats. 
(BB) "Channels and passages" means those narrow bodies of water 

lying between islands or between an island and the mainland in Lake Erie. 
(CC) "Island" means a rock or land elevation above the waters of Lake 

Erie having an area of five or more acres above water. 
(DD) "Reef' means an elevation of rock, either broken or in place, or 

gravel shown by the latest United States chart to be above the common level 
of the surrounding bottom of the lake, other than the rock bottom, or in 
place forming the base or foundation rock of an island or mainland and 
sloping from the shore of it. "Reef' also means all elevations shown by that 
chart to be above the common level of the sloping base or foundation rock 
of an island or mainland, whether running from the shore of an island or 
parallel with the contour of the shore of an island or in any other way and 
whether formed by rock, broken or in place, or from gravel. 
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(EE) "Fur farm" means any area used exclusively for raising fur-bearing 
animals or in addition thereto used for hunting game, the boundaries of 
which are plainly marked as such. 

(FF) "Waters" includes any lake, pond, reservoir, stream, channel, 
lagoon, or other body of water, or any part thereof, whether natural or 
artificial. 

(GG) "Crib" or "car" refers to that particular compartment of the net 
from which the fish are taken when the net is lifted. 

(HH) "Commercial fish" means those species of fish permitted to be 
taken, possessed, bought, or sold unless otherwise restricted by the Revised 
Code or division rule and are alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus), American eel 
(Anguilla rostrata), bowfin (Amia calva), burbot (Lota Iota), carp (Cyprinus 
carpio), smallmouth buffalo (Ictiobus bubalus), bigmouth buffalo (Ictiobus 
cyprinellus), black bullhead (Ictalurus melas), yellow bullhead (Ictalurus 
natalis), brown bullhead (lctalurus nebulosus), channel catfish (Ictalurus 
punctatus), flathead catfish (Pylodictis olivaris), whitefish (Coregonus sp.), 
cisco (Coregonus sp.), freshwater drum or sheepshead (Aplodinotus 
grunniens), gar (Lepisosteus sp.), gizzard shad (Dorosoma cepedianum), 
goldfish (Carassius auratus), lake trout (Salvelinus namaycush), mooneye 
(Hiodon tergisus), quillback (Carpiodes cyprinus), smelt (Allosmerus 
elongatus, Hypomesus sp., Osmerus sp., Spirinchus sp.), sturgeon 
(Acipenser sp., Scaphirhynchus sp.), sucker other than buffalo and quillback 
(Carpiodes sp., Catostomus sp., Hypentelium sp., Minytrema sp., 
Moxostoma sp.), white bass (Morone chrysops), white perch (Roccus 
americanus), and yellow perch (Perea flavescens). When the common name 
of a fish is used in this chapter or Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code, it 
refers to the fish designated by the scientific name in this definition. 

(II) "Fishing" means taking or attempting to take fish by any method, 
and all other acts such as placing, setting, drawing, or using any device 
commonly used to take fish whether resulting in a taking or not. 

(JJ) "Fillet" means the pieces of flesh taken or cut from both sides of a 
fish, joined to form one piece of flesh. 

(KK) "Part fillet" means a piece of flesh taken or cut from one side of a 
fish. 

(LL) "Round" when used in describing fish means with head and tail 
intact. 

(MM) "Migrate" means the transit or movement of fish to or from one 
place to another as a result of natural forces or instinct and includes, but is 
not limited to, movement of fish induced or caused by changes in the water 
flow. 
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(NN) "Spreader bar" means a brail or rigid bar placed across the entire 
width of the back, at the top and bottom of the cars in all trap, crib, and fyke 
nets for the purpose of keeping the meshes hanging squarely while the nets 
are fishing. 

(00) "Fishing guide" means any person who, for consideration or hire, 
operates a boat, rents, leases, or otherwise furnishes angling devices, ice 
fishing shanties or shelters of any kind, or other fishing equipment, and 
accompanies, guides, directs, or assists any other person in order for the 
other person to engage in fishing. 

(PP) "Net" means fishing devices with meshes composed of twine or 
synthetic material and includes, but is not limited to, trap nets, fyke nets, 
crib nets, carp aprons, dip nets, and seines, except minnow seines and 
minnow dip nets. 

(QQ) "Commercial fishing gear" means seines, trap nets, fyke nets, dip 
nets, carp aprons, trotlines, other similar gear, and any boat used in 
conjunction with that gear, but does not include gill nets. 

(RR) "Native wildlife" means any species of the animal kingdom 
indigenous to this state. 

(SS) "Gill net" means a single section of fabric or netting seamed to a 
float line at the top and a lead line at the bottom, which is designed to 
entangle fish in the net openings as they swim into it. 

(TT) "Tag fishing tournament" means a contest in which a participant 
pays a fee, or gives other valuable consideration, for a chance to win a prize 
by virtue of catching a tagged or otherwise specifically marked fish within a 
limited period of time. 

(UU) "Tenant" means an individual who resides on land for which the 
individual pays rent and whose annual income is primarily derived from 
agricultural production conducted on that land, as "agricultural production" 
is defined in section 929.01 of the Revised Code. 

(VV) "Nonnative wildlife" means any wild animal not indigenous to this 
state, but does not include domestic deer. 

(WW) "Reptiles" includes common musk turtle (sternotherus odoratus), 
common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina), spotted turtle 
(Clemmys guttata), eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina), 
Blanding's turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), common map turtle (Graptemys 
geographica), ouachita map turtle (Graptemys pseudogeographica 
ouachitensis), midland painted turtle (Chrysemys picta marginata), red-eared 
slider (Trachemys scripta elegans), eastern spiny softshell turtle (Apalone 
spinifera spinifera), midland smooth softshell turtle (Apalone mutica 
mutica), northern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus), ground 
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skink (Scincella lateralis), five-lined skink (Eumeces fasciatus), broadhead 
skink (Eumeces laticeps), northern coal skink (Eumeces anthracinus 
anthracinus), European wall lizard (Podarcis muralis ), queen snake (Regina 
septemvittata), Kirtland's snake (Clonophis kirtlandii), northern water snake 
(Nerodia sipedon sipedon), Lake Erie watersnake (Nerodia sipedon 
insularum), copperbelly water snake (Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta), 
northern brown snake (Storeria dekayi dekayi), midland brown snake 
(Storeria dekayi wrightorum), northern redbelly snake (Storeria 
occipitomaculata occipitomaculata), eastern garter snake (Thamnophis 
sirtalis sirtalis), eastern plains garter snake (Thamnophis radix radix), 
Butler's garter snake (Thamnophis butleri), shorthead garter snake 
(Thamnophis brachystoma), eastern ribbon snake (Thamnophis sauritus 
sauritus), northern ribbon snake (Thamnophis sauritus septentrionalis), 
eastern hognose snake (Heterodon platirhinos ), eastern smooth earth snake 
(Virginia valeriae valeriae), northern ringneck snake (Diadophis punctatus 
edwardsii), midwest worm snake (Carphophis amoenus helenae), eastern 
worm snake (Carphophis amoenus amoenus), black racer (Coluber 
constrictor constrictor), blue racer (Coluber constrictor foxii), rough green 
snake ( opheodrys aestivus), smooth green snake ( opheodrys vernalis 
vernalis), black rat snake (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta), eastern fox snake 
(Elaphe vulpina gloydi), black kingsnake (Lampropeltis getula nigra), 
eastern milk snake (Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum), northern 
copperhead (Agkistrodon contortrix mokasen), eastern massasauga 
(Sistrurus catenatus catenatus), and timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus 
horridus). 

(XX) "Amphibians" includes eastern hellbender (Crytpobranchus 
alleganiensis alleganiensis), mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus maculosus), 
red-spotted newt (Notophthalmus viridescens viridescens), Jefferson 
salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum), spotted salamander (Ambystoma 
maculatum), blue-spotted salamander (Ambystoma laterale), smallmouth 
salamander (Ambystoma texanum), streamside salamander (Ambystoma 
barbouri), marbled salamander (Ambystoma opacum), eastern tiger 
salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum), northern dusky salamander 
(Desmognathus fuscus fuscus), mountain dusky salamander (Desmognathus 
ochrophaeus), redback salamander (Plethodon cinereus), ravine salamander 
(Plethodon richmondi), northern slimy salamander (Plethodon glutinosus ), 
Wehrle's salamander (Plethodon wehrlei), four-toed salamander 
(Hemidactylium scutatum), Kentucky spring salamander (Gyrinophilus 
porphyriticus duryi), northern spring salamander (Gyrinophilus 
porphyriticus porphyriticus), mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus), 
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northern red salamander (Pseudotriton ruber ruber), green salamander 
(Aneides aeneus), northern two-lined salamander (Eurycea bislineata), 
longtail salamander (Eurycea longicauda longicauda), cave salamander 
(Eurycea lucifuga), southern two-lined salamander (Eurycea cirrigera), 
Fowler's toad (Bufo woodhousii fowleri), American toad (Bufo americanus), 
eastern spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii), Blanchard's cricket frog (Acris 
crepitans blanchardi), northern spring peeper (Pseudacris crucifer crucifer), 
gray treefrog (Hyla versicolor), Cope's gray treefrog (Hyla chrysoscelis), 
western chorus frog (Pseudacris triseriata triseriata), mountain chorus frog 
(Pseudacris brachyphona), bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana), green frog (Rana 
clamitans melanota), northern leopard frog (Rana pipiens), pickerel frog 
(Rana palustris), southern leopard frog (Rana utricularia), and wood frog 
(Rana sylvatica). 

(YY) "Deer" means white-tailed deer (Oddocoileus virginianus). 
(ZZ) "Domestic deer" means nonnative deer that have been legally 

acquired or their offspring and that are held in private ownership for 
primarily agricultural purposes. 

(AAA) "Migratory game bird" includes waterfowl (Anatidae); doves 
(Columbidae); cranes (Gruidae); cormorants (Phalacrocoracidea); rails, 
coots, and gallinules (Rallidae); and woodcock and snipe (Scolopacidae). 

(BBB) "Accompany" means to go along with another person while 
staying within a distance from the person that enables uninterrupted, 
unaided visual and auditory communication. 

(CCC) "All-purpose vehicle" means any vehicle that is designed 
primarily for cross-country travel on land, water, or land and water and that 
is steered by wheels, caterpillar treads, or a combination of wheels and 
caterpillar treads and includes vehicles that operate on a cushion of air, 
vehicles commonly known as all-terrain vehicles, all-season vehicles, 
mini-bikes, and trail bikes. 

(DDD) "Wholly enclosed preserve" means an area of land that is 
surrounded by a fence that is at least six feet in height, unless otherwise 
specified in division rule, and is constructed of a woven wire mesh, or 
another enclosure that the division of wildlife may approve, where game 
birds, game quadrupeds, reptiles, amphibians, or fur-bearing animals are 
raised and may be sold under the authority of a commercial propagating 
license or captive white-tailed deer propagation license obtained under 
section 1533.71 of the Revised Code. 

(EEE) "Commercial bird shooting preserve" means an area of land 
where game birds are released and hunted by shooting as authorized by a 
commercial bird shooting preserve license obtained under section 1533.72 
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of the Revised Code. 
(FFF) "Wild animal hunting preserve" means an area of land where 

game, captive white-tailed deer, and nonnative wildlife, other than game 
birds, are released and hunted as authorized by a wild animal hunting 
preserve license obtained under section 1533.721 of the Revised Code. 

(GGG) "Captive white-tailed deer" means legally acquired deer that are 
held in private ownership at a facility licensed under section 943.03 or 
943.031 of the Revised Code and under section 1533.71 or 1533.721 of the 
Revised Code. 

Sec. 1531.03. There is hereby created within the department of natural 

o 

resources a division ofwildlife and a wildlife council. 
The council shall have eight members, not more than four of who 

shall be of the same political party, who shall be appointed by the governo 
with the advice and consent of the senate and shall be persons interested in 
the conservation of the natural resources of the state. At least two of th 
eight members shall be engaged in farming as their principal means 
support. Terms of office shall be for four years, commencing on the first day 
of February and ending on the thirty-first day of January. Each member shall 
hold office from the date of .J:tis appointment until the end of the term for 
which he the member was appointed. In the event of the death, removal, 
resignation, or incapacity of a member of the council, the governor, with the 
advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint a successor who shall hold 
office for the remainder of the term for which .J:tis the member's predecessor 
was appointed. Any member shall continue in office subsequent to the 
expiration date of .J:tis the member's term until .J:tis .!! successor takes office, or 
until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first. 

The council shall hold at least four regular quarterly meetings each year. 
Special meetings may be held at the behest of the ehairman chairperson or a 
majority of the members. The council shall annually select from among its 
members a ehairman chairperson, a viee ehairmB:H vice-chairperson, and a 
secretary to keep a record of its proceedings. 

The governor may at any time remove any member of the council for 
misfeasance, nonfeasance, or malfeasance in office. 

A majority vote of the members of the council is necessary in all 
matters. 

The division shall cooperate with the other divisions of the department 
and with all agencies of the state and federal government for the promotion 
of a general program of conservation. 

All division rules relating to establishment of seasons, bag limits, size, 
species, method of taking, and possession shall be adopted only upon 

The above boxed and initialed text was 

disapproved. 

-~ 
Mike DeWine, Governor 
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approval of the wildlife council. Hunting seasons shall state a full date 
including month, day, and year. The wildlife council shall not approve or 
disapprove such rules prior to fifteen days following a public hearing held 
upon the rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

The wildlife council shall do all of the following: 
(A) Be represented by not less than three of its members at all public 

hearings held pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code for the purpose 
of establishment of seasons, bag limits, size, species, methods of taking, and 
possess10n; < 
: (B) Advise on policies of the division and the planning, developrnent,i 
and institution of programs and policies of the division; ~ 

(C) Investigate, consider, and make recommendations in all matters ' 
pertaining to the protection, preservation, propagation, possession, and 
management of wild animals throughout the state, as provided in this 
chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code; 

(D) Report to the governor from time to time the results of its 
investigations concerning the wildlife resources of the state with 
recommendations of such measures as it considers necessary or suitable to 
conserve or develop those resources and preserve them as far as practicable. 

Sec. 1545.09. (A) The board of park commissioners shall adopt such 
bylaws and rules as the board considers advisable for the preservation of 
good order within and adjacent to parks and reservations of land, and for the 
protection and preservation of the parks, parkways, and other reservations of 
land under its jurisdiction and control and of property and natural life 
therein. The board shall also adopt bylaws or rules establishing a procedure 
for contracting for professional, technical, consulting, and other special 
services. Any competitive bidding procedures of the board do not apply to 
the purchase of benefits for park district officers or employees when such 
benefits are provided through a health and welfare trust fund administered 
through or in conjunction with a collective bargaining representative of the 
park district employees, as authorized in section 1545.071 of the Revised 
Code. Summaries of the bylaws and rules shall be published as pro•1ided iR 
the ease of ordiRaRees of muRieipal eorporatioRs uRder seetioR 731.21 of the 
Re¥ised Code in a newspaper of general circulation within the park district, 
once a week for two consecutive weeks or as provided in section 7 .16 of the 
Revised Code, before taking effect. 

(B)(l) As used in division (B)(2) of this section, "similar violation under 
state law" means a violation of any section of the Revised Code, other than 
division (C) of this section, that is similar to a violation of a bylaw or rule 
adopted under division (A) of this section. 

The above boxed and initialed text was 

disapproved. 
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(2) The board of park commissioners may adopt by bylaw a penalty for 
a violation of any bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) of this section, 
and any penalty so adopted shall not exceed in severity whichever of the 
following is applicable: 

(a) The penalty designated under the Revised Code for a violation of the 
state law that is similar to the bylaw or rule for which the board adopted the 
penalty; 

(b) For a violation of a bylaw or rule adopted under division (A) of this 
section for which the similar violation under state law does not bear a 
penalty or for which there is no similar violation under state law, a fine of 
not more than one hundred fifty dollars for a first offense and not more than 
one thousand dollars for each subsequent offense. 

(3) A summary of any bylaw adopted under division (B)(2) of this 
section shall be published as provided in the case of ordinances of municipal 
corporations under section 731.21 of the Revised Code before taking effect. 

(C) No person shall violate any bylaws or rules adopted under division 
(A) of this section. All fines collected for any violation of this section shall 
be paid into the treasury of such park board. 

Sec. 1545.21 . .(A} The board of park commissioners, by resolution, may 
submit to the electors of the park district the question of levying taxes for 
the use of the district. The resolution shall declare the necessity of levying 
such taxes, shall specify the purpose for which such taxes shall be used, the 
annual rate proposed, and the number of consecutive years the rate shall be 
levied. Such resolution shall be forthwith certified to the board of elections 
in each county in which any part of such district is located, not later than the 
ninetieth day before the day of the election, and the question of the levy of 
taxes as provided in such resolution shall be submitted to the electors of the 
district at a special election to be held on whichever of the following occurs 
first: 

Will The day of the next general election; 
fl½ill The first Tuesday after the first Monday in May in any calendar 

year, except that if a presidential primary election is held in that calendar 
year, then the day of that election. 
~ A resolution to renew, renew and increase, or renew and decrease 

any existing levy shall not be placed on the ballot unless the guestion is 
submitted at the general election held during the last year the tax to be 
renewed may be extended on the tax list, or at any election described in 
division (A)(l) or (2) of this section in the ensuing year. Such a resolution 
may specify that the renewal, increase, or decrease of the existing levy shall 
be extended on the tax, list for the tax year specified in the resolution, which 
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may be the last year the existing levy may be extended on the list for the 
ensuing year. If the renewal, increase, or decrease is to be extended on the 
tax list for the last tax year the existing levy would otherwise be extended, 
the existing levy shall not be extended on the tax list for that last year unless 
the guestion of the renewal, increase, or decrease is not approved by a 
majority of electors voting on the guestion, in which case the existing levy 
shall be extended on the tax list for that last year. 

Except as otherwise prescribed in division (B) of this section, the ballot 
shall set forth the purpose for which the taxes shall be levied, the levy's 
estimated annual collections, the annual rate of levy, expressed in mills for 
each dollar of taxable value and in dollars for each one hundred thousand 
dollars of the county auditor's appraised value, and the number of years of 
such levy. If the tax is to be placed on the current tax list, the form of the 
ballot shall state that the tax will be levied in the current tax year and shall 
indicate the first calendar year the tax will be due. 

(B)(l) If the resolution of the board of park commissioners provides that 
an existing levy will be renewed, increased, or decreased upon the passage 
of the ballot guestion, the form of the ballot shall be the same as prescribed 
for such levies in divisions (B) and (C) of section 5705.25 of the Revised 
Code. 

ill If the resolution of the board of park commissioners provides that an 
existing levy will be canceled upon the passage of the new levy, the board 
shall request that the county auditor, in addition to the information the 
auditor is required to certify under section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, 
certify the estimated effective rate of the existing levy. In such an instance, 
the ballot must include a statement that: "an existing levy of _ mills 
(stating the original levy millage) for each $1 of taxable value, which 
amounts to $_ (estimated effective rate) for each $100,000 of the county 
auditor's appraised value, having _ years remaining, will be canceled and 
replaced upon the passage of this levy." In such case, the ballot may refer to 
the new levy as a "replacement levy" if the new millage does not exceed the 
original millage of the levy being canceled or as a "replacement and 
additional levy" if the new millage exceeds the original millage of the levy 
being canceled. If 

(C) If a majority of the electors voting upon the question of such levy 
vote in favor thereof, such taxes shall be levied and shall be in addition to 
the taxes authorized by section 1545.20 of the Revised Code, and all other 
taxes authorized by law. The rate submitted to the electors at any one time 
shall not exceed two mills annually upon each dollar of taxable value unless 
the purpose of the levy includes providing operating revenues for one of 
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Ohio's major metropolitan zoos, as defined in section 4503.74 of the 
Revised Code, in which case the rate shall not exceed three mills annually 
upon each dollar of taxable value. When a tax levy has been authorized as 
provided in this section or in section 1545.041 of the Revised Code, the 
board of park commissioners may issue bonds pursuant to section 133.24 of 
the Revised Code in anticipation of the collection of such levy, provided that 
such bonds shall be issued only for the purpose of acquiring and improving 
lands. Such levy, when collected, shall be applied in payment of the bonds 
so issued and the interest thereon. The amount of bonds so issued and 
outstanding at any time shall not exceed one per cent of the total taxable 
value in such district. Such bonds shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed 
the rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised Code . 

.(ill. As used in this section, "the county auditor's appraised value" and 
"estimated effective rate" have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of 
the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1546.24. There is hereby created in the state treasury the parks and 
watercraft federal grants fund. The fund shall consist of federal funds 
received by the department of natural resources for purposes of this section 
and any other money credited to the fund. The chief of the division of parks 
and watercraft shall use money in the fund for parks and watercraft projects 
approved by the director of natural resources. 

Sec. 1546.32. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Property owner" means the owner of property adjacent to state park 

lands that abut a state park lake. 
(2) "State park lake" means a lake originally constructed for economic 

development purposes that is located in a state park that is situated in a 
county with a population under fifty thousand residents in accordance with 
the most recent federal decennial census. 

(B) The chief of the division of parks and watercraft shall establish a 
program for the issuance of permits to property owners who seek to do any 
of the following: 

(1) Construct or acguire and maintain a dock on and abutting a state 
park lake: 

(2) Mow state park land that is located between a state park lake and the 
owner's property: 

(3) Remove trees from state park land that is located between a state 
park lake and the owner's property: 

(4) Control the undergrowth or remove invasive species of plants or 
trees on state park property that is located between a state park lake and the 
owner's property. 
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(C)(l) If a property owner seeks to construct or acguire and maintain a 
dock, the property owner shall apply for a dock permit to the chief. The 
chief shall issue such a permit after application is so made on forms 
prescribed by the chief unless the dock does not meet standards the chief 
establishes for docks under the proiram. 

(2) The chief shall allow adjoinini property owners to submit an 
application to construct one dock with multiple watercraft slips that serves 
all such property owners. Each property owner shall individually pay the 
annual dock and slip fees applicable to each property owner under division 
(C)(7) of this section. 

(3) A permittee shall maintain the dock in accordance with any 
maintenance standards established by the chief. 

(4) The chief shall allow a dock permittee to install a cover for the 
permittee's dock upon reguest of the permittee. The installation and 
maintenance of the cover is the responsibility of the permittee. The 
permittee shall ensure that the dock cover consists of a metal roof that is 
painted green or white and is maintained in good repair. 

(5) The chief shall allow a dock permittee to install electricity on the 
permittee's dock upon reguest of the permittee. The installation and 
maintenance of the electricity is the responsibility of the permittee. A 
permittee that intends to install electricity shall include with a reguest for 
electricity an aerial map from the county auditor's web site that shows the 
path of the electric line to be installed. The chief shall approve the path of 
the electric line. The permittee shall ensure that all of the following apply to 
the electric service: 

(a) The electric service is installed by a licensed contractor. 
(b) The electrical service to the dock is placed in conduit. 
(c) A disconnect box is installed at the dock. 
(d) A disconnect box is installed at the property meter at the origin of 

service. 
Upon installation of the electric service, the dock permittee shall return 

the state park property to its original condition prior to such installation, 
ensuring that the trench is filled and level to the surrounding area and that 
the disturbed area is seeded and covered with a material to reduce possible 
erosion. Only one electric service shall be installed per dock location. 

(6) The chief shall allow adjoining dock permittees to construct a motor 
vehicle access path to their dock or docks upon reguest of all such 
permittees. Such access path shall be constructed only with natural materials 
and maintained with natural materials that are not permanent in nature. 
Adjoining permittees that intend to construct an access path shall include 
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with the reguest an aerial photo from the county auditor's web site that 
indicates where the proposed path will be located and a photo of any motor 
vehicle that the permittees intend to use to access the dock. Such a motor 
vehicle shall weigh not more than two thousand five hundred pounds and 
shall have a power source of not more than 899cc. The chief shall approve 
and issue an annual sticker for each motor vehicle that the permittees intend 
to use on the access path. If a permittee uses a motor vehicle that is not 
approved by the chief, the chief shall revoke any stickers issued to the 
permittee and may fine the permittee up to five hundred dollars. 

(7) The chief shall charge all of the following fees, as applicable: 
Dock permit application $100 
Annual dock permit- one dock $120 
slip included 
Each additional annual dock slip $95 
charge added to a dock permit 
Annual dock covering charge $25 
Reguest to install electricity on the $100 
dock 
Annual electricity charge $25 
Annual access path sticker for $25 
each motorized vehicle 

(8) Divisions (C)(l) to (7) of this section do not apply to any property 
owner who, before the effective date of this section, has lawfully 
constructed or acguired a dock. 

(D) A property owner whose property is adjacent to state park land that 
abuts a state park lake who seeks to mow any portion of the state park land 
may apply to the chief for a mowing permit. The chief shall issue such a 
permit after application is so made on forms prescribed by the chief. The 
property owner shall include with the application an aerial map from the 
county auditor's web site that indicates the area the property owner seeks to 
mow. The chief may deny mowing access in areas that currently show signs 
of substantial soil erosion that impacts the state park lake. A mowing permit 
does not grant any authority to remove live trees on the state park land. Each 
mowing permit is valid for one year. 

The chief shall charge an annual mowing permit fee in the amount of 
twenty-five dollars. 

(E) A property owner whose property is adjacent to state park land that 
abuts a state park lake who seeks to remove trees on the state park land that 
have fallen and that are deemed hazardous, or that are dead and pose a 
hazard to other trees, may apply to the chief for a tree removal permit. The 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
654 

chief shall issue such a permit after application is so made on forms 
prescribed by the chief. If a property owner makes an application to remove 
a standing tree, a park official shall inspect and mark any tree that is to be 
removed prior to the chief issuing a permit. The permittee shall remove only 
those standing trees so marked by the park official. The permittee shall pay 
all costs associated with the removal of such trees. 

The chief shall not charge an applicant for the issuance of a tree removal 
permit. 

(F)(l) If a property owner whose property is adjacent to state park land 
that abuts a state park lake seeks to assist the state in the control of 
undergrowth on the state park land or engage in the removal of invasive 
plant or tree species on the state park land, the property owner may apply to 
the chief for an undergrowth and invasive species removal permit. The chief 
shall issue such a permit after application is so made on forms prescribed by 
the chief. If a property owner makes an application for an undergrowth and 
invasive species removal permit, a park official shall, prior to the chief 
issuing such permit, inspect the proposed area to determine which trees or 
plants shall be removed under the terms of the permit. The permittee shall 
pay all costs associated with the removal and disposal of undergrowth or 
invasive trees or plants. 

(2) An undergrowth and invasive species removal permit shall not allow 
for the removal of any live tree. If a permittee removes a live tree, all of the 
following apply: 

(a) The chief shall revoke any undergrowth and invasive species permit 
issued to the permittee. 

(b) The chief shall fine the permittee up to five hundred dollars per tree. 
(c) The permittee is liable to the state for the full value of the removed 

tree and for any other damages that are available under law. 
(3) The chief shall not charge an applicant for the issuance of an 

undergrowth and invasive species removal permit. 
(4) After the permittee exercises the rights granted under an 

undergrowth and invasive species removal permit, the permittee may apply 
for a mowing permit in accordance with division (D) of this section to 
maintain the area to prevent the undergrowth or the invasive tree or plant 
from growing back. 

(G) Any fees or fines collected by the chief under this section shall be 
deposited into the state park fund created in section 1546.21 of the Revised 
Code. 

(H)(l) No property owner whose property is adjacent to state park land 
may purposely alter, modify, or destroy state park land that abuts a state 
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park lake, except in accordance with the permits authorized under this 
section. 

(2) The chief may fine any property owner who violates division (H)(l) 
of this section in an amount egual to the amount of damage caused or all 
costs incurred in remediating the alteration, modification, or destruction in 
addition to a penal sum of up to five thousand dollars. The amount of any 
fine beyond that needed to cover damage caused or costs incurred in 
remediation may egual, but shall not exceed, the amount charged for 
damage or remediation. In addition, any permit currently held or any applied 
for by the property owner shall be revoked or denied for a period of two 
years for the first offense, three years for the second offense, and five years 
for the third and any subseguent offense. 

Sec. 1547.25. (A) No person shall operate or permit to be operated any 
vessel, other than a vessel exempted by rules, on the waters in this state: 

(1) That is sixteen feet or greater in length without carrying aboard one 
wearable personal flotation device for each person aboard and one 
throwable personal flotation device; 

(2) That is less than sixteen feet in length, including paddlecraft of any 
length, without carrying aboard one wearable personal flotation device for 
each person aboard. 

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated any commercial 
vessel on the waters in this state: 

(1) That is less than forty feet in length and is not carrying persons for 
hire without carrying aboard at least one wearable personal flotation device 
for each person aboard; 

(2) That is carrying persons for hire or is forty feet in length or longer 
and is not carrying persons for hire without carrying aboard at least one 
wearable personal flotation device for each person aboard that complies 
with all of the following: 

(a) It is designed to support the person wearing the wearable personal 
flotation device in the water in an upright or slightly backward position and 
provides support to the head so that the face of an unconscious or exhausted 
person is held above the water. 

(b) It is capable of turning the person wearing the wearable personal 
flotation device, upon entering the water, to a safe flotation position. 

(c) It is capable of being worn inside out. 
(d) It is capable of supporting a minimum of twenty-two pounds in fresh 

water for forty-eight hours. 
(e) It is a highly visible color. 
(3) That is twenty-six feet in length or longer without carrying aboard at 
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least one throwable personal flotation device in addition to the applicable 
requirements of divisions (B)(l) and (2) of this section. 

(C) Each personal flotation device carried aboard a vessel, including a 
commercial vessel, pursuant to this section shall be coast guard approved 
and in good and serviceable condition, of appropriate size for the wearer, 
readily accessible to each person aboard the vessel at all times, and used in 
accordance with any requirements on its approval label or in accordance 
with requirements in its owner's manual if the approval label refers to such a 
manual. 

(D) A personal flotation device shall not be used in a manner that is 
inconsistent with any limitations or restrictions related to federal approval 
under 46 C.F.R. 160 or special instructions for use provided by the 
manufacturer. Appropriate use shall be indicated on the label of an approved 
personal flotation device with one or more of the following designations: 

(1) Conditional B:flf)f0¥B:l; 
(2) Perfoffflence ty13e; 
(3) Tyf)e one f)ersonel flotetion de•lice; 
(4) Tyf)e two JJersonel flotation de•tice; 
(5) Twe three JJersonel flotation device; 
(6) Twe four JJersonel flotation device; 
(7) Twe five JJersonel flotation deviee; 
(8) Thro•Neele JJersonel flotetion de¥ice; 
(9) \l/eerahle JJersonel flotetion de¥ice. 
(E) As used in this section, "commercial vessel" means any vessel used 

in the carriage of any person or property for a valuable consideration 
whether flowing directly or indirectly from the owner, partner, or agent or 
any other person interested in the vessel. "Commercial vessel" does not 
include any vessel that is manufactured or used primarily for 
noncommercial use or that is leased, rented, or chartered to another for 
noncommercial use. 

Sec. 1547.27. (A) Except those powercraft JJrOJJelled by en electric 
motor end those less than twenty-six feet in length designed for use with an 
outboard motor, of open construction that is not capable of entrapping 
explosive or flammable gases or vapors, and not carrying passengers for 
hire, all powercraft shall carry fire extinguishers as prescribed in this 
section. The fire extinguishers shall be capable of extinguishing a burning 
gasoline fire, shall be so f)leced es to he reedily eceessihle end in such 
condition as to be ready for immediate and effective use, and shall comply 
with minimum or higher standards for such extinguishers then prevailing as 
prescribed by the United States coast guard. 
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(B) ~ Except for vessels subject to exemptions listed in 33 C.F.R. 
175.380 or 175.390, any vessel not equipped with fixed fire extinguishing 
systems in machine:ry spaces shall car:ry the following: 

(1) Class A and class 1 powercraft shall carry at least one B-l- 5-B 
portable fire extinguisher. 

ill Class 2 powercraft shall carry at least two B-l- 5-B portable fire 
extinguishers or at least one~ 20-B portable fire extinguisher. 

ill Class 3 powercraft shall carry at least three B-l- 5-B portable fire 
extinguishers, or at least one B-l- 5-B portable and one ~ 20-B portable 
fire extinguishers. 

(4) Class 4 powercraft shall car:ry the number and type of 20-B portable 
fire extinguishers specified by gross tonnage as prescribed by 33 C.F.R. 175, 
subpart E. 

A B 1 fire m£tiftguisher is ofte eofttaiftiftg a ffiiftiffittffl of ofte aftd 
ofte fourth gallofts foaffi, four pouftds eareoft dimdde, t\¥0 pouftds dry 
cheffiical, tv,ro aad ofte half pouads haloft, or aftother mdiftguishiftg ffiaterial 
appro¥ed ey the Utiited States eoast guard, ift a quafttity approv:ed ey the 
Uftited States coast gttard, for such use. A_ B 2 fire extiftguisher is Ofte 
cofttaiftiftg a ffiiftimuffi of two Elftd ofte half gallofts foaffi, fifteeft pouftds 
careoft dim£ide, teft pouftds dry cheffiieal, teft pouftds haloft, or aftother 
extiH-guishiftg ffiaterial appro¥ed ey the UH-ited States coast guard, ift a 
quamity approv'ed ey the VB:ited States coast guard, for such use. 

(C) All portable and semi-portable fire extinguishers for use on a vessel 
shall: 

(1) Be on board the vessel and be readily accessible: 
(2) Be of an approved type: 
(3) Not be expired or appear to have been previously used: 
(4) Be maintained in good and serviceable working condition. As used 

in division (C)(4) of this section, "good and serviceable working condition" 
means all of the following: 

(a) If the fire extinguisher has a pressure gauge or indicator, the reading 
or indicator is in the operable range or position: 

(b) The fire extinguisher's lock pin is firmly in place: 
(c) The fire extinguisher's discharge nozzle is clean and free of 

obstruction: 
(d) The fire extinguisher does not show visible signs of significant 

corrosion or damage . 
.(Q). No person shall operate or permit to be operated on the waters in 

this state any powercraft that does not comply with this section. 
Sec. 1548.03. No person, except as provided in section 1548.05 of the 



-
Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 

658 

Revised Code, shall sell or otherwise dispose of a watercraft or outboard 
motor without delivering to the purchaser or transferee a physical certificate 
of title with an assignment on it as is necessary to show title in the purchaser 
or transferee; nor shall any person purchase or otherwise acquire a 
watercraft or outboard motor without obtaining a certificate of title for it in 
the person's name in accordance with this chapter; however, a purchaser 
may take possession of and operate a watercraft or outboard motor on the 
waters in this state without a certificate of title for a period not exceeding 
~ sixty days if the purchaser has been issued and has in the purchaser's 
possession a dealer's dated bill of sale or, in the case of a casual sale, a 
notarized bill of sale. 

Sec. 1551.35. (A) There is hereby established a technical advisory 
committee to assist the director of the Ohio coal development office in 
achieving the office's purposes. The director of development shall appoint to 
the committee one member of the public utilities commission and one 
representative each of coal production companies, the united mine workers 
of America, and electric utilities, as well as two people with a background in 
coal research and development technology, one of whom is employed at the 
time of the member's appointment by a state university, as defined in section 
3345.011 of the Revised Code. Ia additioa, the committee shall iaelude four 
legislafrre members. The speaker aad miaority leader of the house of 
represeatatives eaeh shall appoiat oae member of the house of 
represeatatives, aad the presideHt ctHd miaority leader of the seaate eaeh 
shall appoiat oae member of the seaate, to the eommittee. The director of 
environmental protection shall serve on the committee as an ex officio 
member. Any member of the committee may designate in writing a 
substitute to serve in the member's absence on the committee. The director 
of environmental protection may designate in writing the chief of the air 
pollution control division of the environmental protection agency to 
represent the agency. Members shall serve on the committee at the pleasure 
of their appointing authority. Members of the committee appointed by the 
director of development aad, aoti.v:ithstaadiag seetioa 101.26 of the Re•..rised 
Code, legislati•re members of the committee, when engaged in their official 
duties as members of the committee, shall be compensated on a per diem 
basis in accordance with division (J) of section 124.15 of the Revised Code, 
except that the member of the public utilities commission and, while 
employed by a state university, the member with a background in coal 
research, shall not be so compensated. Members shall receive their actual 
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

(B) The technical advisory committee shall review and make 
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recommendations concerning the Ohio coal development agenda required 
under section 1551.34 of the Revised Code, project proposals, research and 
development projects submitted to the office by public utilities for the 
purpose of section 4905.304 of the Revised Code, proposals for grants, 
loans, and loan guarantees for purposes of sections 1555.01 to 1555.06 of 
the Revised Code, and such other topics as the director of the office 
considers appropriate. 

(C) The technical advisory committee may hold an executive session at 
any regular or special meeting for the purpose of considering research and 
development project proposals or applications for assistance submitted to 
the Ohio coal development office under section 1551.33, or sections 
1555.01 to 1555.06, of the Revised Code, to the extent that the proposals or 
applications consist of trade secrets or other proprietary information. 

Any materials or data submitted to, made available to, or received by 
the department of development or the director of the Ohio coal development 
office in connection with agreements for assistance entered into under this 
chapter or Chapter 1555. of the Revised Code, or any information taken 
from those materials or data for any purpose, to the extent that the materials 
or data consist of trade secrets or other proprietary information, are not 
public records for the purposes of section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

As used in this division, "trade secrets" has the same meaning as in 
section 1333.61 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1701.03. (A)(l) A corporation may be formed under this chapter 
for any purpose or combination of purposes for which individuals lawfully 
may associate themselves, except that, if the Revised Code contains special 
provisions pertaining to the formation of any designated type of corporation 
other than a professional association, as defined in section 1785.01 of the 
Revised Code, a corporation of that type shall be formed in accordance with 
the special provisions. 

(2) The purpose for which a corporation is formed may include a 
beneficial purpose. Except to the extent that the articles otherwise provide, 
both of the following apply: 

(a) Having a beneficial purpose does not prevent a corporation from 
seeking any of the other purposes for which the corporation is formed, 
including operation of the corporation for pecuniary gain or profit and 
distribution of net earnings. 

(b) No particular purpose of a corporation has priority over any other 
purpose of the corporation. 

(3) A corporation that does not have a beneficial purpose is not required 
to operate exclusively for profit or distribution of net earnings of the 
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corporation in all instances. 
(4) To be effective, a beneficial purpose shall be expressly provided in 

the articles. A statement of purpose in the articles that includes any purpose 
or combination of purposes for which individuals lawfully may associate 
themselves, without the express provision of a beneficial purpose, does not 
establish a beneficial purpose as a purpose of the corporation. 

(5) A corporation that meets both of the following shall not amend its 
articles of incorporation to include a beneficial purpose: 

(a) The corporation has issued and has outstanding shares listed on a 
national securities exchange or regularly quoted in an over-the-counter 
market by one or more members of a national or affiliated securities 
association. 

(b) The initial articles of the corporation did not include a beneficial 
purpose. 

(B) On and after July 1, 1994, a corporation may be formed under this 
chapter for the purpose of carrying on the practice of any profession, 
including, but not limited to, a corporation for the purpose of providing 
public accounting or certified public accounting services, a corporation for 
the erection, owning, and conducting of a sanitarium for receiving and 
caring for patients, medical and hygienic treatment of patients, and 
instruction of nurses in the treatment of disease and in hygiene, a 
corporation for the purpose of providing architectural, landscape 
architectural, professional engineering, or surveying services or any 
combination of those types of services, and a corporation for the purpose of 
providing a combination of the professional services, as defined in section 
1785.01 of the Revised Code, of optometrists authorized under Chapter 
4 725. of the Revised Code, chiropractors authorized under Chapter 4 734. of 
the Revised Code to practice chiropractic or acupuncture, psychologists 
authorized under Chapter 4732. of the Revised Code, registered or licensed 
practical nurses authorized under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code, 
pharmacists authorized under Chapter 4729. of the Revised Code, physical 
therapists authorized under sections 4755.40 to 4755.56 of the Revised 
Code, occupational therapists authorized under sections 4755.04 to 4755.13 
of the Revised Code, mechanotherapists authorized under section 4 731.151 
of the Revised Code, doctors of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 
and surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery authorized under Chapter 
4 731. of the Revised Code, and licensed professional clinical counselors, 
licensed professional counselors, independent social workers, social 
workers, independent marriage and family therapists, ff marriage and family 
therapists, art therapists, or music therapists authorized under Chapter 4757. 
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of the Revised Code. 
This chapter does not restrict, limit, or otherwise affect the authority or 

responsibilities of any agency, board, commission, department, office, or 
other entity to license, register, and otherwise regulate the professional 
conduct of individuals or organizations of any kind rendering professional 
services, as defined in section 1785.01 of the Revised Code, in this state or 
to regulate the practice of any profession that is within the jurisdiction of the 
agency, board, comm1ss10n, department, office, or other entity, 
notwithstanding that an individual is a director, officer, employee, or other 
agent of a corporation formed under this chapter and is rendering 
professional services or engaging in the practice of a profession through a 
corporation formed under this chapter or that the organization is a 
corporation formed under this chapter. 

(C) Nothing in division (A) or (B) of this section precludes the 
organization of a professional association in accordance with this chapter 
and Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code or the formation of a limited liability 
company under Chapter 1705. or 1706. of the Revised Code with respect to 
a trade, occupation, or profession. 

(D) No corporation formed for the purpose of providing a combination 
of the professional services, as defined in section 1785.01 of the Revised 
Code, of optometrists authorized under Chapter 4 725. of the Revised Code, 
chiropractors authorized under Chapter 4 734. of the Revised Code to 
practice chiropractic or acupuncture, psychologists authorized under 
Chapter 4732. of the Revised Code, registered or licensed practical nurses 
authorized under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code, pharmacists 
authorized under Chapter 4 729. of the Revised Code, physical therapists 
authorized under sections 4755.40 to 4755.56 of the Revised Code, 
occupational therapists authorized under sections 4755.04 to 4755.13 of the 
Revised Code, mechanotherapists authorized under section 4 731.151 of the 
Revised Code, doctors of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery authorized under Chapter 4 731. 
of the Revised Code, and licensed professional clinical counselors, licensed 
professional counselors, independent social workers, social workers, 
independent marriage and family therapists, er marriage and family 
therapists, art therapists, or music therapists authorized under Chapter 4757. 
of the Revised Code shall control the professional clinical judgment 
exercised within accepted and prevailing standards of practice of a licensed, 
certificated, or otherwise legally authorized optometrist, chiropractor, 
chiropractor practicing acupuncture through the state chiropractic board, 
psychologist, nurse, pharmacist, physical therapist, occupational therapist, 
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mechanotherapist, doctor of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery, licensed professional clinical 
counselor, licensed professional counselor, independent social worker, 
social worker, independent marriage and family therapist, ef marriage and 
family therapist, art therapist, or music therapist in rendering care, 
treatment, or professional advice to an individual patient. 

This division does not prevent a hospital, as defined in section 3727.01 
of the Revised Code, insurer, as defined in section 3999.36 of the Revised 
Code, or intermediary organization, as defined in section 1751.01 of the 
Revised Code, from entering into a contract with a corporation described in 
this division that includes a provision requiring utilization review, quality 
assurance, peer review, or other performance or quality standards. Those 
activities shall not be construed as controlling the professional clinical 
judgment of an individual practitioner listed in this division. 

Sec. 1707.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) Whenever the context requires it, "division" or "division of 

securities" may be read as "director of commerce" or as "commissioner of 
securities." 

(B) "Security" means any certificate or instrument, or any oral, written, 
or electronic agreement, understanding, or opportunity, that represents title 
to or interest in, or is secured by any lien or charge upon, the capital, assets, 
profits, property, or credit of any person or of any public or governmental 
body, subdivision, or agency. It includes shares of stock, certificates for 
shares of stock, an uncertificated security, membership interests in limited 
liability companies, voting-trust certificates, warrants and options to 
purchase securities, subscription rights, interim receipts, interim certificates, 
promissory notes, all forms of commercial paper, evidences of indebtedness, 
bonds, debentures, land trust certificates, fee certificates, leasehold 
certificates, syndicate certificates, endowment certificates, interests in or ~ 
under profit-sharing or participation agreements, interests in or under oil, ~ 
gas, or mining leases, preorganization or reorganization subscriptions, ~ 1 

preorganization certificates, reorganization certificates, interests in any trust • , 
or pretended trust, any investment contract, any life settlement interest, any 1 

instrument evidencing a promise or an agreement to pay money, warehouse 
receipts for intoxicating liquor, and the currency of any government other 
than those of the United States and Canada, but sections 1707.01 to 1707.50 
of the Revised Code do not apply to the sale of real estate. 

(C)(l) "Sale" has the full meaning of "sale" as applied by or accepted in 
courts of law or equity, and includes every disposition, or attempt to 
dispose, of a security or of an interest in a security. "Sale" also includes a 
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contract to sell, an exchange, an attempt to sell, an option of sale, a 
solicitation of a sale, a solicitation of an offer to buy, a subscription, or an 
offer to sell, directly or indirectly, by agent, circular, pamphlet, 
advertisement, or otherwise. 

(2) "Sell" means any act by which a sale is made. 
(3) The use of advertisements, circulars, or pamphlets in connection 

with the sale of securities in this state exclusively to the purchasers specified 
in division (D) of section 1707.03 of the Revised Code is not a sale when 
the advertisements, circulars, and pamphlets describing and offering those 
securities bear a readily legible legend in substance as follows: "This offer is 
made on behalf of dealers licensed under sections 1707.01 to 1707.50 of the 
Revised Code, and is confined in this state exclusively to institutional 
investors and licensed dealers." 

(4) The offering of securities by any person in conjunction with a 
licensed dealer by use of advertisement, circular, or pamphlet is not a sale if 
that person does not otherwise attempt to sell securities in this state. 

(5) Any security given with, or as a bonus on account of, any purchase 
of securities is conclusively presumed to constitute a part of the subject of 
that purchase and has been "sold." 

(6) "Sale" by an owner, pledgee, or mortgagee, or by a person acting in 
a representative capacity, includes sale on behalf of such party by an agent, 
including a licensed dealer or salesperson. 

(D) "Person," except as otherwise provided in this chapter, means a 
natural person, firm, partnership, limited partnership, partnership 
association, syndicate, joint-stock company, unincorporated association, 
trust or trustee except where the trust was created or the trustee designated 
by law or judicial authority or by a will, and a corporation or limited liability 
company organized under the laws of any state, any foreign government, or 
any political subdivision of a state or foreign government. 

(E)(l) "Dealer," except as otherwise provided in this chapter, means 
every person, other than a salesperson, who engages or professes to engage, 
in this state, for either all or part of the person's time, directly or indirectly, 
either in the business of the sale of securities for the person's own account, 
or in the business of the purchase or sale of securities for the account of 
others in the reasonable expectation of receiving a commission, fee, or other 
remuneration as a result of engaging in the purchase and sale of securities. 
"Dealer" does not mean any of the following: 

(a) Any issuer, including any officer, director, employee, or trustee of, 
or member or manager of, or partner in, or any general partner of, any 
issuer, that sells, offers for sale, or does any act in furtherance of the sale of 
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a security that represents an economic interest in that issuer, provided no 
commission, fee, or other similar remuneration is paid to or received by the 
issuer for the sale; 

(b) Any licensed attorney, public accountant, or firm of such attorneys 
or accountants, whose activities are incidental to the practice of the 
attorney's, accountant's, or firm's profession; 

(c) Any person that, for the account of others, engages in the purchase 
or sale of securities that are issued and outstanding before such purchase and 
sale, if a majority or more of the equity interest of an issuer is sold in that 
transaction, and if, in the case of a corporation, the securities sold in that 
transaction represent a majority or more of the voting power of the 
corporation in the election of directors; 

(d) Any person that brings an issuer together with a potential investor 
and whose compensation is not directly or indirectly based on the sale of 
any securities by the issuer to the investor; 

(e) Any bank; 
(f) Any person that the division of securities by rule exempts from the 

definition of"dealer" under division (E)( 1) of this section. 
(2) "Licensed dealer" means a dealer licensed under this chapter. 
(F)(l) "Salesman" or "salesperson" means every natural person, other 

than a dealer, who is employed, authorized, or appointed by a dealer to sell 
securities within this state. 

(2) The general partners of a partnership, and the executive officers of a 
corporation or unincorporated association, licensed as a dealer are not 
salespersons within the meaning of this definition, nor are clerical or other 
employees of an issuer or dealer that are employed for work to which the 
sale of securities is secondary and incidental; but the division of securities 
may require a license from any such partner, executive officer, or employee 
if it determines that protection of the public necessitates the licensing. 

(3) "Licensed salesperson" means a salesperson licensed under this 
---.I•napter. 

(G) "Issuer" means every person who has issued, proposes to issue, or 
issues any security. 

(H) "Director" means each director or trustee of a corporation, each 
trustee of a trust, each general partner of a partnership, except a partnership 
association, each manager of a partnership association, and any person 
vested with managerial or directory power over an issuer not having a board 
of directors or trustees. 

(I) "Incorporator" means any incorporator of a corporation and any 
organizer of, or any person participating, other than in a representative or 
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professional capacity, in the organization of an unincorporated issuer. 
(J) "Fraud," "fraudulent," "fraudulent acts," "fraudulent practices," or 

"fraudulent transactions" means anything recognized on or after July 22, 
1929, as such in courts of law or equity; any device, scheme, or artifice to 
defraud or to obtain money or property by means of any false pretense, 
representation, or promise; any fictitious or pretended purchase or sale of 
securities; and any act, practice, transaction, or course of business relating to 
the purchase or sale of securities that is fraudulent or that has operated or 
would operate as a fraud upon the seller or purchaser. 

(K) Except as otherwise specifically provided, whenever any 
classification or computation is based upon "par value," as applied to 
securities without par value, the average of the aggregate consideration 
received or to be received by the issuer for each class of those securities 
shall be used as the basis for that classification or computation. 

(L)(1) "Intangible property" means patents, copyrights, secret processes, 
formulas, services, good will, promotion and organization fees and 
expenses, trademarks, trade brands, trade names, licenses, franchises, any 
other assets treated as intangible according to generally accepted accounting 
principles, and securities, accounts receivable, or contract rights having no 
readily determinable value. 

(2) "Tangible property" means all property other than intangible 
property and includes securities, accounts receivable, and contract rights, 
when the securities, accounts receivable, or contract rights have a readily 
determinable value. 

(M) "Public utilities" means those utilities defined in sections 4905.02, 
4905.03, 4907.02, and 4907.03 of the Revised Code; in the case of a foreign 
,corporation, it means those utilities defined as public utilities by the laws of 
\ts domicile; and in the case of any other foreign issuer, it means those 
utilities defined as public utilities by the laws of the situs of its principal 
place of business. The term always includes railroads whether or not they 
are so defined as public utilities. 

(N) "State" means any state of the United States, any territory or 
possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, and any province 
of Canada. 

(0) "Bank" means any bank, trust company, savings and loan 
association, savings bank, or credit union that is incorporated or organized 
under the laws of the United States, any state of the United States, Canada, 
or any province of Canada and that is subject to regulation or supervision by 
that country, state, or province. 

(P) "Include," when used in a definition, does not exclude other things 
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or persons otherwise within the meaning of the term defined. 
(Q)(l) "Registration by description" means that the requirements of 

section 1707.08 of the Revised Code have been complied with. 
(2) "Registration by qualification" means that the requirements of 

sections 1707.09 and 1707.11 of the Revised Code have been complied 
with. 

(3) "Registration by coordination" means that there has been compliance 
with section 1707.091 of the Revised Code. Reference in this chapter to 
registration ey qttalifieation also inelttdes registration ey eoordination ttnless 
the eonteKt otherwise indicates 

(4) Reference in this chapter to "registration by description" or 
"registration by qualification" does not include registration by coordination. 

(R) "Intoxicating liquor" includes all liquids and compounds that 
contain more than three and two-tenths per cent of alcohol by weight and are 
fit for use for beverage purposes. 

(S) "Institutional investor" means any of the following, whether acting 
for itself or for others in a fiduciary capacity: 

(1) A bank or international banking institution; 
(2) An insurance company; 
(3) A separate account of an insurance company; 
(4) An investment company as defined in the "Investment Company Act 

of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80a-3; 
(5) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 

1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, as amended, or licensed by the division of securities 
as a dealer; 

(6) An employee pension, profit-sharing, or benefit plan if the plan has 
total assets in excess of ten million dollars or its investment decisions are 
made by a named fiduciary, as defined in the "Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, that is one of the following: 

(a) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 
1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, as amended; 

(b) An investment adviser registered or exempt from registration under 
the "Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-3; 

(c) An investment adviser registered under this chapter, a bank, or an 
msurance company. 

(7) A plan established and maintained by a state, a political subdivision 
of a state, or an agency or instrumentality of a state or a political subdivision 
of a state for the benefit of its employees, if the plan has total assets in 
excess of ten million dollars or its investment decisions are made by a duly 
designated public official or by a named fiduciary, as defined in the 
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"Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, that 
is one of the following: 

(a) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 
1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, as amended; 

(b) An investment adviser registered or exempt from registration under 
the "Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-3; 

(c) An investment adviser registered under this chapter, a bank, or an 
msurance company. 

(8) A trust, if it has total assets in excess of ten million dollars, its 
trustee is a bank, and its participants are exclusively plans of the types 
identified in division (S)(6) or (7) of this section, regardless of the size of 
their assets, except a trust that includes as participants self-directed 
individual retirement accounts or similar self-directed plans; 

(9) An organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the "Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986," 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended, corporation, 
Massachusetts trust or similar business trust, limited liability company, or 
partnership, not formed for the specific purpose of acquiring the securities 
offered, with total assets in excess of ten million dollars; 

(10) A small business investment company licensed by the small 
business administration under section 301(c) of the "Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958," 15 U.S.C. 681(c), with total assets in excess often 
million dollars; 

(11) A private business development company as defined in section 
202(a)(22) of the "Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 

~ 80b-2(a)(22), with total assets in excess often million dollars; 
\..-----.... (12) A federal covered investment adviser acting for its own account; 

....., :--,... (13) A "qualified institutional buyer" as defined in 17 C.F.R. 
\ 230.144A(a)(l), other than 17 C.F.R. 230.144A(a)(l)(H); 
• (14) A "major U.S. institutional investor" as defined in 17 C.F.R. 
240. l 5a-6(b )( 4)(i); 

(15) Any other person, other than an individual, of institutional 
character with total assets in excess of ten million dollars not organized for 
the specific purpose of evading this chapter; 

(16) Any other person specified by rule adopted or order issued under 
this chapter. 

(T) A reference to a statute of the United States or to a rule, regulation, 
or form promulgated by the securities and exchange commission or by 
another federal agency means the statute, rule, regulation, or form as it 
exists at the time of the act, omission, event, or transaction to which it is 
applied under this chapter. 
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(U) "Securities and exchange commission" means the secuntles and 
exchange commission established by the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 

(V)(l) "Control bid" means the purchase of or offer to purchase any 
equity security of a subject company from a resident of this state if either of 
the following applies: 

(a) After the purchase of that security, the offeror would be directly or 
indirectly the beneficial owner of more than ten per cent of any class of the 
issued and outstanding equity securities of the issuer. 

(b) The offeror is the subject company, there is a pending control bid by 
a person other than the issuer, and the number of the issued and outstanding 
shares of the subject company would be reduced by more than ten per cent. 

(2) For purposes of division (V)(l) of this section, "control bid" does 
not include any of the following: 

(a) A bid made by a dealer for the dealer's own account in the ordinary 
course of business of buying and selling securities; 

(b) An offer to acquire any equity security solely in exchange for any 
other security, or the acquisition of any equity security pursuant to an offer, 
for the sole account of the offeror, in good faith and not for the purpose of 
avoiding the provisions of this chapter, and not involving any public 
offering of the other security within the meaning of Section 4 of Title I of 
the "Securities Act of 1933," 48 Stat. 77, 15 U.S.C.A. 77d(2), as amended; 

(c) Any other offer to acquire any equity security, or the acquisition of 
any equity security pursuant to an offer, for the sole account of the offeror, 
from not more than fifty persons, in good faith and not for the purpose of 
avoiding the provisions of this chapter. 

(W) "Offeror" means a person who makes, or in any way participates or 
aids in making, a control bid and includes persons acting jointly or in 
concert, or who intend to exercise jointly or in concert any voting rights 
attached to the securities for which the control bid is made and also includes 
any subject company making a control bid for its own securities. 

(X)(l) "Investment adviser" means any person who, for compensation, 
engages in the business of advising others, either directly or through 
publications or writings, as to the value of securities or as to the advisability 
of investing in, purchasing, or selling securities, or who, for compensation 
and as a part of regular business, issues or promulgates analyses or reports 
concerning securities. 

(2) "Investment adviser" does not mean any of the following: 
(a) Any attorney, accountant, engineer, or teacher, whose performance 

of investment advisory services described in division (X)(l) of this section 
is solely incidental to the practice of the attorney's, accountant's, engineer's, 
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or teacher's profession; 
(b) A publisher of any bona fide newspaper, news magazine, or business 

or financial publication of general and regular circulation; 
(c) A person who acts solely as an investment adviser representative; 
(d) A bank holding company, as defined in the "Bank Holding Company 

Act of 1956," 70 Stat. 133, 12 U.S.C. 1841, that is not an investment 
company; 

(e) A bank, or any receiver, conservator, or other liquidating agent of a 
bank; 

(f) Any licensed dealer or licensed salesperson whose performance of 
investment advisory services described in division (X)(l) of this section is 
solely incidental to the conduct of the dealer's or salesperson's business as a 
licensed dealer or licensed salesperson and who receives no special 
compensation for the services; 

(g) Any person, the advice, analyses, or reports of which do not relate to 
securities other than securities that are direct obligations of, or obligations 
guaranteed as to principal or interest by, the United States, or securities 
issued or guaranteed by corporations in which the United States has a direct 
or indirect interest, and that have been designated by the secretary of the 
treasury as exempt securities as defined in the "Securities Exchange Act of 
1934," 48 Stat. 881, 15 U.S.C. 78c; 

(h) Any person that is excluded from the definition of investment 
adviser pursuant to section 202(a)(l l)(A) to (E) of the "Investment Advisers 
Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(l 1), or that has received an order from the 
securities and exchange commission under section 202(a)(l l)(F) of the 
"Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(l l)(F), declaring 
that the person is not within the intent of section 202(a)(ll) of the 
Investment Advisers Act of 1940. 

(i) A person who acts solely as a state retirement system investment 
officer or as a bureau of workers' compensation chief investment officer; 

G) Any other person that the division designates by rule, if the division 
finds that the designation is necessary or appropriate in the public interest or 
for the protection of investors or clients and consistent with the purposes 
fairly intended by the policy and provisions of this chapter. 

(Y)(l) "Subject company" means an issuer that satisfies both of the 
following: 

(a) Its principal place of business or its principal executive office is 
located in this state, or it owns or controls assets located within this state 
that have a fair market value of at least one million dollars. 

(b) More than ten per cent of its beneficial or record equity security 
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holders are resident in this state, more than ten per cent of its equity 
securities are owned beneficially or of record by residents in this state, or 
more than one thousand of its beneficial or record equity security holders 
are resident in this state. 

(2) The division of securities may adopt rules to establish more specific 
application of the provisions set forth in division (Y)(l) of this section. 
Notwithstanding the provisions set forth in division (Y)(l) of this section 
and any rules adopted under this division, the division, by rule or in an 
adjudicatory proceeding, may make a determination that an issuer does not 
constitute a "subject company" under division (Y)(l) of this section if 
appropriate review of control bids involving the issuer is to be made by any 
regulatory authority of another jurisdiction. 

(Z) "Beneficial owner" includes any person who directly or indirectly 
through any contract, arrangement, understanding, or relationship has or 
shares, or otherwise has or shares, the power to vote or direct the voting of a 
security or the power to dispose of, or direct the disposition of, the security. 
"Beneficial ownership" includes the right, exercisable within sixty days, to 
acquire any security through the exercise of any option, warrant, or right, the 
conversion of any convertible security, or otherwise. Any security subject to 
any such option, warrant, right, or conversion privilege held by any person 
shall be deemed to be outstanding for the purpose of computing the 
percentage of outstanding securities of the class owned by that person, but 
shall not be deemed to be outstanding for the purpose of computing the 
percentage of the class owned by any other person. A person shall be 
deemed the beneficial owner of any security beneficially owned by any 
'"elative or spouse or relative of the spouse residing in the home of that 
,erson, any trust or estate in which that person owns ten per cent or more of 

----i- ne total beneficial interest or serves as trustee or executor, any corporation 
or entity in which that person owns ten per cent or more of the equity, and 
1. ny affiliate or associate of that person. 

(AA) "Offeree" means the beneficial or record owner of any security 
that an offeror acquires or offers to acquire in connection with a control bid. 

(BB) "Equity security" means any share or similar security, or any 
security convertible into any such security, or carrying any warrant or right 
to subscribe to or purchase any such security, or any such warrant or right, 
or any other security that, for the protection of security holders, is treated as 
an equity security pursuant to rules of the division of securities. 

(CC)(l) "Investment adviser representative" means a supervised person 
of an investment adviser, provided that the supervised person has more than 
five clients who are natural persons other than excepted persons defined in 
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division (EE) of this section, and that more than ten per cent of the 
supervised person's clients are natural persons other than excepted persons 
defined in division (EE) of this section. "Investment adviser representative" 
does not mean any of the following: 

(a) A supervised person that does not on a regular basis solicit, meet 
with, or otherwise communicate with clients of the investment adviser; 

(b) A supervised person that provides only investment advisory services 
described in division (X)( 1) of this section by means of written materials or 
oral statements that do not purport to meet the objectives or needs of 
specific individuals or accounts; 

(c) Any other person that the division designates by rule, if the division 
finds that the designation is necessary or appropriate in the public interest or 
for the protection of investors or clients and is consistent with the provisions 
fairly intended by the policy and provisions of this chapter. 

(2) For the purpose of the calculation of clients in division (CC)(l) of 
this section, a natural person and the following persons are deemed a single 
client: Any minor child of the natural person; any relative, spouse, or 
relative of the spouse of the natural person who has the same principal 
residence as the natural person; all accounts of which the natural person or 
the persons referred to in division (CC)(2) of this section are the only 
primary beneficiaries; and all trusts of which the natural person or persons 
referred to in division (CC)(2) of this section are the only primary 
beneficiaries. Persons who are not residents of the United States need not be 
included in the calculation of clients under division (CC)(l) of this section. 

(3) If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or 
adopted defining "investment adviser representative" for purposes of the 
Investment Advisers Act of 1940 or additional rules or regulations are 
promulgated by the securities and exchange commission regarding the 
definition of "investment adviser representative" for purposes of the 
Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the division of securities shall, by rule, 
adopt the substance of the amendments, rules, or regulations, unless the 
division finds that the amendments, rules, or regulations are not necessary 
for the protection of investors or in the public interest. 

(DD) "Supervised person" means a natural person who is any of the 
following: 

(1) A partner, officer, or director of an investment adviser, or other 
person occupying a similar status or performing similar functions with 
respect to an investment adviser; 

(2) An employee of an investment adviser; 
(3) A person who provides investment advisory services described in 
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division (X)(l) of this section on behalf of the investment adviser and is 
subject to the supervision and control of the investment adviser. 

(EE) "Excepted person" means a natural person to whom any of the 
following applies: 

(1) Immediately after entering into the investment advisory contract 
with the investment adviser, the person has at least seven hundred fifty 
thousand dollars under the management of the investment adviser. 

(2) The investment adviser reasonably believes either of the following at 
the time the investment advisory contract is entered into with the person: 

(a) The person has a net worth, together with assets held jointly with a 
spouse, ofmore than one million five hundred thousand dollars. 

(b) The person is a qualified purchaser as defined in division (FF) of this 
section. 

(3) Immediately prior to entering into an investment advisory contract 
with the investment adviser, the person is either of the following: 

(a) An executive officer, director, trustee, general partner, or person 
serving in a similar capacity, of the investment adviser; 

(b) An employee of the investment adviser, other than an employee 
performing solely clerical, secretarial, or administrative functions or duties 
for the investment adviser, which employee, in connection with the 
employee's regular functions or duties, participates in the investment 
activities of the investment adviser, provided that, for at least twelve 
months, the employee has been performing such nonclerical, nonsecretarial, 
or nonadministrative functions or duties for or on behalf of the investment 
adviser or performing substantially similar functions or duties for or on 
behalf of another company. 

If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or adopted 
defining "excepted person" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940 or additional rules or regulations are promulgated by the securities and 
exchange commission regarding the definition of "excepted person" for 
purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the division of securities 
shall, by rule, adopt the substance of the amendments, rules, or regulations, 
unless the division finds that the amendments, rules, or regulations are not 
necessary for the protection of investors or in the public interest. 

(FF)(l) "Qualified purchaser" means either of the following: 
(a) A natural person who owns not less than five million dollars in 

investments as defined by rule by the division of securities; 
(b) A natural person, acting for the person's own account or accounts of 

other qualified purchasers, who in the aggregate owns and invests on a 
discretionary basis, not less than twenty-five million dollars in investments 
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as defined by rule by the division of securities. 
•(2) If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or 

adopted defining "qualified purchaser" for purposes of the Investment 
Advisers Act of 1940 or additional rules or regulations are promulgated by 
the securities and exchange commission regarding the definition of 
"qualified purchaser" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, 
the division of securities shall, by rule, adopt the amendments, rules, or 
regulations, unless the division finds that the amendments, rules, or 
regulations are not necessary for the protection of investors or in the public 
interest. 

(GG)(l) "Purchase" has the full meaning of "purchase" as applied by or 
accepted in courts of law or equity and includes every acquisition of, or 
attempt to acquire, a security or an interest in a security. "Purchase" also 
includes a contract to purchase, an exchange, an attempt to purchase, an 
option to purchase, a solicitation of a purchase, a solicitation of an offer to 
sell, a subscription, or an offer to purchase, directly or indirectly, by agent, 
circular, pamphlet, advertisement, or otherwise. 

(2) "Purchase" means any act by which a purchase is made. 
(3) Any security given with, or as a bonus on account of, any purchase 

of securities is conclusively presumed to constitute a part of the subject of 
that purchase. 

(HH) "Life settlement interest" means the entire interest or any 
fractional interest in an insurance policy or certificate of insurance, or in an 
insurance benefit under such a policy or certificate, that is the subject of a 
life settlement contract. 

For purposes of this division, "life settlement contract" means an 
agreement for the purchase, sale, assignment, transfer, devise, or bequest of 
any portion of the death benefit or ownership of any life insurance policy or 
contract, in return for consideration or any other thing of value that is less 
than the expected death benefit of the life insurance policy or contract. "Life 
settlement contract" includes a viatical settlement contract as defined in 
section 3916.01 of the Revised Code, but does not include any of the 
following: 

(1) A loan by an insurer under the terms of a life insurance policy, 
including, but not limited to, a loan secured by the cash value of the policy; 

(2) An agreement with a bank that takes an assignment of a life 
insurance policy as collateral for a loan; 

(3) The provision of accelerated benefits as defined in section 3915.21 
of the Revised Code; 

(4) Any agreement between an insurer and a reinsurer; 
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(5) An agreement by an individual to purchase an existing life insurance 
policy or contract from the original owner of the policy or contract, if the 
individual does not enter into more than one life settlement contract per 
calendar year; 

(6) The initial purchase of an insurance policy or certificate of insurance 
from its owner by a viatical settlement provider, as defined in section 
3916.01 of the Revised Code, that is licensed under Chapter 3916. of the 
Revised Code. 

(11) "State retirement system" means the public employees retirement 
system, Ohio police and fire pension fund, state teachers retirement system, 
school employees retirement system, and state highway patrol retirement 
system. 

(JJ) "State retirement system investment officer" means an individual 
employed by a state retirement system as a chief investment officer, 
assistant investment officer, or the person in charge of a class of assets or in 
a position that is substantially equivalent to chief investment officer, 
assistant investment officer, or person in charge of a class of assets. 

(KK) "Bureau of workers' compensation chief investment officer" 
means an individual employed by the administrator of workers' 
compensation as a chief investment officer or in a position that is 
substantially equivalent to a chief investment officer. 

Sec. 1707.09. (A)(l) All securities, except those enumerated in section 
1707.02 of the Revised Code ftfte~ those that are the subject matter of a 
transaction permitted by section 1707.03, 1707.04, or 1707.06 of the 
Revised Code, and those that are subject to registration by coordination 
under section 1707.091 of the Revised Code, shall be qualified in the 
manner provided by this section before being sold in this state. No security 
subject to registration by coordination under section 1707.091 of the 
Revised Code shall be subject to any provision of this section. 

(2) Applications for qualification, on forms prescribed by the division of 
securities, shall be made in writing either by the issuer of the securities or by 
any licensed dealer desiring to sell them within this state and shall be signed 
by the applicant, sworn to by any individual having knowledge of the facts 
stated in the application, and filed in the office of the division. 

(3) The individual who executes the application for qualification of 
securities on behalf of the applicant shall state the individual's relationship 
to the applicant and certify that: the individual has executed the application 
on behalf of the applicant; the individual is fully authorized to execute and 
file the application on behalf of the applicant; the individual is familiar with 
the applicant's application; and to the best of the individual's knowledge, 
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information, and belief, the statements made in the application are true, and 
the documents submitted with the application are true copies of the original 
documents. 

(B) The division shall require the applicant for qualification of securities 
to submit to it the following information: 

(1) The names and addresses of the directors or trustees and of the 
officers of the issuer, if the issuer is a corporation or an unincorporated 
association; of all the members of the issuer, if the issuer is a limited 
liability company in which management is reserved to its members; of all 
the managers of the issuer, if the issuer is a limited liability company in 
which management is not reserved to its members; of all partners, if the 
issuer is a general or limited partnership or a partnership association; and the 
name and address of the issuer, if the issuer is an individual; 

(2) The address of the issuer's principal place of business and principal 
office in this state, if any; 

(3) The purposes and general character of the business actually being 
transacted, or to be transacted, by the issuer, and the purpose of issuing the 
securities named in the application; 

(4) A statement of the capitalization of the issuer; a balance sheet made 
up as of the most recent practicable date, showing the amount and general 
character of its assets and liabilities; a description of the security for the 
qualification of which application is being made; and copies of all circulars, 
prospectuses, advertisements, or other descriptions of the securities, that are 
then prepared by or for the issuer, or by or for the applicant if the applicant 
is not the issuer, or by or for both, to be used for distribution or publication 
in this state; 

(5) A statement of the amount of the issuer's income, expenses, and 
fixed charges during the last fiscal year or, if the issuer has been in actual 
business less than one year, for the time that the issuer has been in actual 
business; 

(6) A statement showing the price at which the security is to be offered 
for sale; 

(7) A statement showing the considerations received or to be received 
by the issuer of the securities purchased or to be purchased from the issuer 
and an itemized statement of all expenses of financing to be paid from those 
considerations so as to show the aggregate net amount actually received or 
to be received by the issuer; 

(8) All other information, including an opinion of counsel as to the 
validity of the securities that are the subject matter of the application, that 
the division considers necessary to enable it to ascertain whether the 
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securities are entitled to qualification; 
(9) If the issuer is a corporation, there shall be filed with the application 

a certified copy of its articles of incorporation with all amendments to the 
articles, if the articles or amendments are not already on file in the office of 
the secretary of state; if the issuer is a limited liability company, there shall 
be filed with the application a certified copy of its articles of organization 
with all amendments to the articles, if the articles or amendments are not 
already on file in the office of the secretary of state; if the issuer is a trust or 
trustee, there shall be filed with the application a copy of all instruments by 
which the trust was created; and if the issuer is a partnership or an 
unincorporated association, or any other form of organization, there shall be 
filed with the application a copy of its articles of partnership or association 
and of all other papers pertaining to its organization, if the articles or other 
papers are not already on file in the office of the secretary of state; 

(10) If the application is made with respect to securities to be sold or 
distributed by or on behalf of the issuer, or by or on behalf of an 
underwriter, as defined in division (N) of section 1707.03 of the Revised 
Code, a statement showing that the issuer has received, or will receive at or 
prior to the delivery of those securities, not less than eighty-five per cent of 
the aggregate price at which all those securities are sold by or on behalf of 
the issuer, without deduction for any additional commission, directly or 
indirectly, and without liability to pay any additional sum as commission; 

(11) If the division so permits with respect to a security, an applicant 
may file with the division, in lieu of the division's prescribed forms, a copy 
of the registration statement relating to the security, with all amendments to 
that statement, previously filed with the securities and exchange commission 
of the United States under the "Securities Act of 1933," as amended, 
together with all additional data, information, and documents that the 
division requires. 

(C) If the division finds that it is not necessary in the public interest and 
for the protection of investors to require all the information specified in 
divisions (B)(l) to (10) of this section, it may permit the filing of 
applications for qualification that contain the information that it considers 
necessary and appropriate in the public interest and for the protection of 
investors, but this provision applies only in the case of applications for 
qualification of securities previously issued and outstanding that may not be 
made the subject matter of transactions exempt under division (M) of 
section 1707.03 of the Revised Code by reason of the fact that those 
securities within one year were purchased outside this state or within one 
year were transported into this state. 
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(D) All the statements, exhibits, and documents required by the division 
under this section, except properly certified public documents, shall be 
verified by the oath of the applicant for qualification, of the issuer, or of any 
individual having knowledge of the facts, and in the manner and form that 
may be required by the division. Failure or refusal to comply with the 
requests of the division shall be sufficient reason for a refusal by the 
division to register securities. 

(E) If it appears to the division that substantially the only consideration 
to be paid for any of the securities to be qualified is to be intangible property 
of doubtful value, the division may require that the securities be delivered in 
escrow to a bank in this state under the terms that the division may 
reasonably prescribe or require to prevent a deceitful misrepresentation or 
sale of the securities; that the securities be subordinated in favor of those 
sold for sound value until they have a value bearing a reasonable relation to 
the value of those sold for sound value; or that a legend of warning 
specifying the considerations paid or to be paid for the securities be stamped 
or printed on all advertisements, circulars, pamphlets, or subscription blanks 
used in connection with the sale of any securities of the same issuer; or it 
may impose a combination of any two or more of these requirements. 

(F) At the time of filing the information prescribed in this section, the 
applicant shall pay to the division a filing fee of one hundred dollars. 

( G)( 1) The division, at any time, as a prerequisite to qualification, may 
make an examination of the issuer of securities sought to be qualified. The 
applicant for qualification of any securities may be required by the division 
to advance sufficient funds to pay all or any part of the actual expenses of 
that examination, an itemized statement of which shall be furnished the 
applicant. 

(2) If the division finds that the business of the issuer is not fraudulently 
conducted, that the proposed offer or disposal of securities is not on grossly 
unfair terms, that the plan of issuance and sale of the securities referred to in 
the proposed offer or disposal would not defraud or deceive, or tend to 
defraud or deceive, purchasers, and that division (B)(lO) of this section 
applies and has been complied with, the division shall notify the applicant of 
its findings, and, upon payment of a registration fee of one-tenth of one per 
cent of the aggregate price at which the securities are to be sold to the public 
in this state, which fee, however, shall in no case be less than one hundred 
or more than one thousand dollars, the division shall register the 
qualification of the securities. 

(H) An application for qualification of securities may be amended by 
the person filing it at any time prior to the division's action on it either in 
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registering the securities for qualification or in refusing to do so. Subsequent 
to any such action by the division, the person who filed the application may 
file with the consent of the division one or more amendments to it that shall 
become effective upon the making by the division of the findings 
enumerated in division (G) of this section; the giving of notice of those 
findings to the applicant by the division; and the payment by the applicant of 
the additional fee that would have been payable had the application, as it 
previously became effective, contained the amendment. 

(I) When any securities have been qualified and the fees for the 
qualification have been paid as provided in this section, any licensed dealer 
subsequently may sell the securities under the qualification, so long as the 
qualification remains in full force, and any dealer of that nature that desires 
may file with the division a written notice of intention to sell the securities 
or any designated portion of them. For that filing, no fee need be paid. 

Sec. 1707.091. (A) Any security for which a registration statement has 
been filed pursuant to Section 6 of the Securities Act of 1933 or for which a 
notification form and offering circular has been filed pursuant to regulation 
A of the general rules and regulations of the securities and exchange 
commission, 17 C.F.R. sections 230.251 to 230.256 and 230.258 to 230.263, 
as amended before or after the effective date of this section, in connection 
with the same offering may shall be registered by coordination rather than 
by qualification under section 1707.09 of the Revised Code or any other 
method of registration. 

(B) A registration statement filed by or on behalf of the issuer under this 
section with the division of securities shall contain the following 
information and be accompanied by the following items in addition to the 
consent to service of process required by section 1707.11 of the Revised 
Code: 

(1) One copy of the latest form of prospectus or offering circular and 
notification filed with the securities and exchange commission; 

(2) If the division of securities by rule or otherwise requires, a copy of 
the articles of incorporation and code of regulations or bylaws, or their 
substantial equivalents, as currently in effect, a copy of any agreements with 
or among underwriters, a copy of any indenture or other instrument 
governing the issuance of the security to be registered, and a specimen or 
copy of the security; 

(3) If the division of securities requests, any other information, or copies 
of any other documents, filed with the securities and exchange commission; 

(4) An undertaking by the issuer to forward to the division, promptly 
and in any event not later than the first business day after the day they are 
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forwarded to or thereafter are filed with the securities and exchange 
commission, whichever occurs first, all amendments to the federal 
prospectus, offering circular, notification form, or other documents filed 
with the securities and exchange commission, other than an amendment that 
merely delays the effective date; 

(5) A filing fee of one hundred dollars. 
(C) A registration statement filed under this section becomes effective_. 

without delay or waiver of any condition by the division or issuer, either at 
the moment the federal registration statement becomes effective or at the 
time the offering may otherwise be commenced in accordance with the 
rules, regulations, or orders of the securities and exchange commission, if all 
of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(1) No stop order is in effect, no proceeding is pending under section 
1707.13 of the Revised Code, and no cease and desist order has been issued 
pursuant to section 1707 .23 of the Revised Code; 

(2) The registration statement has been on file with the division for at 
least fifteen days or for such shorter period as the division by rule or 
otherwise permits; provided, that if the registration statement is not filed 
with the division within five days of the initial filing with the securities and 
exchange commission, the registration statement must be on file with the 
division for thirty days or for such shorter period as the division by rule or 
otherwise permits. 

(3) A statement of the maximum and minimum proposed offering prices 
and the maximum underwriting discounts and commissions has been on file 
with the division for two full business days or for such shorter period as the 
division by rule or otherwise permits and the offering is made within those 
limitations; 

(4) The division has received a registration fee of one-tenth of one per 
cent of the aggregate price at which the securities are to be sold to the public 
in this state, which fee, however, shall in no case be less than one hundred 
or more than one thousand dollars. 

(D) The issuer shall promptly notify the division by telephone or 
telegram of the date and time when the federal registration statement 
became effective, or when the offering may otherwise be commenced in 
accordance with the rules, regulations, or orders of the securities and 
exchange commission, and of the contents of the price amendment, if any, 
and shall promptly file the price amendment. 

"Price amendment" for the purpose of this division, means the final 
federal registration statement amendment that includes a statement of the 
offering price, underwriting and selling discounts or commissions, amount 
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of proceeds, conversion rates, call prices, and other matters dependent upon 
the offering price. 

If the division fails to receive the required notice and required copies of 
the price amendment, the division may enter a provisional stop order 
retroactively denying effectiveness to the registration statement or 
suspending its effectiveness until there is compliance with this division, 
provided the division promptly notifies the issuer or its representative by 
telephone or telegram, and promptly confirms by letter or telegram when it 
notifies by telephone, of the entry of the order. If the issuer or its 
representative proves compliance with the requirements of this division as to 
notice and price amendment filing, the stop order is void as of the time of its 
entry. The division may by rule or otherwise waive either or both of the 
conditions specified in divisions (C)(2) and (3) of this section. If the federal 
registration statement becomes effective, or if the offering ma:y otherwise be 
commenced in accordance with the rules, regulations, or orders of the 
securities and exchange commission, before all of the conditions specified in 
divisions (C) and (D) of this section are satisfied and they are not waived by 
the division the registration statement becomes effective as soon as all of the 
conditions are satisfied. 

If the issuer advises the division of the date when the federal registration 
statement is expected to become effective, or when the offering may 
otherwise be commenced in accordance with the rules, regulations, or orders 
of the securities and exchange commission, the division shall promptly 
advise the issuer or its representative by telephone or telegram, at the 
issuer's expense, whether all of the conditions have been satisfied or whether 
the division then contemplates the institution of a proceeding under section 
1707.13 or 1707.23 of the Revised Code, but such advice does not preclude 
the institution of such a proceeding at any time. 

Sec. 1707.092. (A) For the purposes of selling securities in this state, 
except securities that are the subject matter of transactions enumerated in 
section 1707.03 of the Revised Code, an investment company, as defined by 
the Investment Company Act of 1940, that is registered or lias filed a 
registration statement v1ith the seeurities and e~tel:iange eommission 1:tnder 
the Im'estment Cofflf)aft)' Aet of 1940, and a business development company 
that has elected to be subject to 15 U.S.C. 80a-54 to 80a-64, shall file the 
following with the division of securities: 

(1) A notice filing consisting of either of the following: 
(a) A copy of the investment company's or business development 

company's federal registration statement as filed with the securities and 
exchange commission; 
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(b) A form U-1- or form NF of the North American securities 
administrators association. 

(2) Appropriate filing fees consisting ofboth of the following: 
(a) A flat fee of one hundred dollars; 
(b) A fee calculated at one-tenth of one per cent of the aggregate price at 

which the securities are to be sold to the public in this state, which 
calculated fee, however, shall in no case be less than one hundred or more 
than one thousand dollars. 

(B)(l) Upon payment of the maximum filing fees as provided in 
division (A)(2) of this section, an investment company or business 
development company may sell an indefinite amount of securities in this 
state. 

(2) An investment company or business development company making 
a notice filing as provided in this section shall comply with section 1707 .11 
of the Revised Code. An investment company or business development 
company that previously filed with the division a valid consent to service of 
process pursuant to section 1707.11 of the Revised Code may incorporate 
that consent by reference. 

(C)(l) For offerings involving covered securities, as defined in section 
18 of the "Securities Act of 1933," 15 U.S.C. 77r, that are not subject to 
section 1707.02, 1707.03, 1707.04, 1707.06, 1707.08, 1707.09, or 1707.091 
of the Revised Code, or division (A) of this section, a notice filing shall be 
submitted to the division together with a consent to service of process 
pursuant to section 1707 .11 of the Revised Code and a filing fee as provided 
in division (A)(2) of this section. 

(2) The notice filing described in division (C)(l) of this section shall 
consist of any document filed with the securities and exchange commission 
pursuant to the Securities Act of 1933, together with annual or periodic 
reports of the value of the securities sold or offered to be sold to persons 
located in this state. 

(D) A notice filing submitted under this section shall be effective for 
thirteen months. 

Sec. 1710.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Special improvement district" means a special improvement 

district organized under this chapter. 
(B) "Church" means a fellowship of believers, congregation, society, 

corporation, convention, or association that is formed primarily or 
exclusively for religious purposes and that is not formed for the private 

• profit of any person. 
(C) "Church property" means property that is described as being exempt 
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from taxation under division (A)(2) of section 5709.07 of the Revised Code 
and that the county auditor has entered on the exempt list compiled under 
section 5713.07 of the Revised Code. 

(D) "Municipal executive" means the mayor, city manager, or other 
chief executive officer of the municipal corporation in which a special 
improvement district is located. 

(E) "Participating political subdivision" means the municipal 
corporation or township, or each of the municipal corporations or townships, 
that has territory within the boundaries of a special improvement district 
created under this chapter. 

(F) "Legislative authority of a participating political subdivision" 
means, with reference to a township, the board of township trustees. 

(G) "Public improvement" means the planning, design, construction, 
reconstruction, enlargement, or alteration of any facility or improvement, 
including the acquisition of land, for which a special assessment may be 
levied under Chapter 727. of the Revised Code, and includes any special 
energy improvement project or shoreline improvement project. 

(H) "Public service" means any service that can be provided by a 
municipal corporation or any service for which a special assessment may be 
levied under Chapter 727. of the Revised Code. 

(I) "Special energy improvement project" means any property, device, 
structure, or equipment necessary for the acquisition, installation, equipping, 
and improvement of any real or personal property used for the purpose of 
creating a solar photovoltaic project, a solar thermal energy project, a 
geothermal energy project, a customer-generated energy project, or an 
energy efficiency improvement, whether such real or personal property is 
publicly or privately owned. 

(J)(l) Except as provided in division (J)(2) of this section, "existing" 
qualified nonprofit corporation" means a nonprofit corporation that existed 
before the creation of the corresponding district under this chapter, that is 
composed of members located within or adjacent to the district, that has 
established a police department under section 1702.80 of the Revised Code, 
and that is organized for purposes that include acquisition of real property 
within an area specified by its articles for the subsequent transfer of such 
property to its members exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary, or 
educational purposes, or holding and maintaining and leasing such property; 
planning for and assisting in the development of its members; providing for 
the relief of the poor and distressed or underprivileged in the area and 
adjacent areas; combating community deterioration and lessening the 
burdens of government; providing or assisting others in providing housing 
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for low- or moderate-income persons; and assisting its members by the 
provision of public safety and security services, parking facilities, transit 
service, landscaping, and parks. 

(2) Regarding a special improvement district to implement a shoreline 
improvement project, "existing qualified nonprofit corporation" has the 
same meaning as in division (J)(l) of this section, except that the nonprofit 
does not need to have an established police department and does not need to 
be organized for purposes that include the acquisition of real property. 

(K) "Energy efficiency improvement" means energy efficiency 
technologies, products, and activities that reduce or support the reduction of 
energy consumption, allow for the reduction in demand, or support the 
production of clean, renewable energy and that are or will be permanently 
fixed to real property. 

(L) "Customer-generated energy project" means a wind, biomass, or 
gasification facility for the production of electricity that meets either of the 
following requirements: 

(1) The facility is designed to have a generating capacity of two hundred 
fifty kilowatts of electricity or less. 

(2) The facility is: 
(a) Designed to have a generating capacity of more than two hundred 

fifty kilowatts of electricity; 
(b) Operated in parallel with electric transmission and distribution 

facilities serving the real property at the site of the customer-generated 
energy project; 

(c) Intended primarily to offset part or all of the facility owner's 
requirements for electricity at the site of the customer-generated energy 
project and is located on the facility owner's real property; and 

(d) Not producing energy for direct sale by the facility owner to the 
public. 

(M) "Reduction in demand" means a change in customer behavior or a 
change in customer-owned or operated assets that reduces or has the 
capability to reduce the demand for electricity as a result of price signals or 
other incentives. 

(N) "Electric distribution utility" and "mercantile customer" have the 
same meanings as in section 4928.01 of the Revised Code. 

(0) "Shoreline improvement project" means acquiring, constructing, 
installing, equipping, improving, maintaining, or repairing real or tangible 
personal property necessary or useful for making improvements to abate 
erosion along either the Lake Erie shoreline or any water resource. 

(P) "Water resource" has the same meaning as in section 6105.01 of the 
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Revised Code. 
(0) "Park district" means a park district created under Chapter 1545. of 

the Revised Code. 
Sec. 1710.02. (A)(l) A special improvement district may be created 

within the boundaries of any one municipal corporation, any one township, 
or any combination of municipal corporations and townships within a single 
county, or counties that adjoin one another, for the purpose of developing 
and implementing plans for public improvements and public services that 
benefit the district. A district may be created by petition of the owners of 
real property within the proposed district, or by an existing qualified 
nonprofit corporation. 

(2) If the district is created by an existing qualified nonprofit 
corporation, the purposes for which the district is created may be 
supplemental to the other purposes for which the corporation is organized. 
The corporation is considered a special improvement district only when it 
acts with respect to a purpose for which the district is created, and not when 
it acts with respect to any other purpose for which it is organized. 

(3) All territory in a special improvement district shall be contiguous; 
except that the territory in a special improvement district may be 
noncontiguous if at least one special energy improvement project or 
shoreline improvement project is designated for each parcel of real property 
included within the special improvement district. Additional territory may 
be added to a special improvement district created under this chapter for the 
purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy 
improvement projects or shoreline improvement projects if at least one 
special energy improvement project or shoreline improvement project, 
respectively, is designated for each parcel of real property included within 
such additional territory and the addition of territory is authorized by the 
initial plan proposed under division (F) of this section or a plan adopted by 
the board of directors of the special improvement district under section 
1710.06 of the Revised Code. 

(4) The district shall be governed by the board of trustees of a nonprofit 
corporation. This board shall be known as the board of directors of the 
special improvement district. 

(5) No special improvement district shall include any church property, 
or property of the federal or state government or a county, township, ef 

municipal corporation, or park district, unless the church or the county, 
township, ef municipal corporation, or park district specifically requests in 
writing that the property be included within the district, or unless the church 
is a member of the existing qualified nonprofit corporation creating the 
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district at the time the district is created. 
(6) A shoreline improvement project may extend into the territory of 

Lake Erie as described in sections 1506.10 and 1506.11 of the Revised 
Code. However, the state shall remain exempt from any special assessment 
that may be levied against that territory under section 1710.06 and Chapter 
727. of the Revised Code. 

(7) More than one district may be created within a participating political 
subdivision, but no real property may be included within more than one 
district unless the owner of the property files a written consent with the clerk 
of the legislative authority, the township fiscal officer, or the village clerk, 
as appropriate. 

(8) The area of each district shall be contiguous; except that the area of 
a special improvement district may be noncontiguous if all parcels of real 
property included within such area contain at least one special energy 
improvement or shoreline improvement thereon. 

(B) Subject to division (A)(2) of this section, all of the following apply: 
(1) A district created under this chapter is not a political subdivision, 

except for purposes of section 4905 .34 of the Revised Code. 
(2) A district created under this chapter shall be considered a public 

agency under section 102.01 and a public authority under section 4115.03 of 
the Revised Code. 

(3) Districts created under this chapter are not subject to sections 121.81 
to 12UB 121.82 of the Revised Code. Districts created under this chapter 
are subject to sections 121.22 and 121.23 of the Revised Code. 

(4) All records of the district are public records under section 149.43 of 
the Revised Code, except that records of organizations contracting with a 
district are not public records under section 149.43 or section 149 .431 of the 
Revised Code solely by reason of any contract with a district. 

(C)(l) Subject to division (C)(2) of this section, both of the following 
apply: 

(a) Membership on the board of directors of the district shall not be 
considered as holding a public office. However, each member of the board 
of directors of a district, each member's designee or proxy, and each officer 
or employee of a district is a public official or employee under section 
102.01 and a public official under section 2921.42 of the Revised Code. 
District officers and district members and directors and their designees or 
proxies are not required to file a statement with the Ohio ethics commission 
under section 102.02 of the Revised Code. 

(b) Directors and their designees shall be entitled to the immunities 
provided by Chapter 1702. and to the same immunity as an employee under 
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division (A)(6) of section 2744.03 of the Revised Code, except that directors 
and their designees shall not be entitled to the indemnification provided in 
section 2744.07 of the Revised Code unless the director or designee is an 
employee or official of a participating political subdivision of the district 
and is acting within the scope of the director's or designee's employment or 
official responsibilities. 

(2) District officers and district members and directors of a district 
created by an existing qualified nonprofit corporation, and their designees or 
proxies, are public officials or employees under section 102.01 and public 
officials under section 2921.42 of the Revised Code by virtue of their 
positions with the corporation only when they act with respect to a purpose 
for which the district is created, and not when they act with respect to any 
other purpose for which the corporation is organized. 

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the nonprofit 
corporation that governs a district shall be organized in the manner 
described in Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code. Except in the case of a 
district created by an existing qualified nonprofit corporation, the 
corporation's articles of incorporation are required to be approved, as 
provided in division (E) of this section, by resolution of the legislative 
authority of each participating political subdivision of the district. A copy of 
that resolution shall be filed along with the articles of incorporation in the 
secretary of state's office. 

In addition to meeting the requirements for articles of incorporation set 
forth in Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code, the articles of incorporation for 
the nonprofit corporation governing a district formed under this chapter 
shall provide all the following: 

(1) The name for the district, which shall include the name of each 
participating political subdivision of the district; 

(2) A description of the territory within the district, which may be all or 
part of each participating political subdivision. The description shall be 
specific enough to enable real property owners to determine if their property 
is located within the district. 

(3) A description of the procedure by which the articles of incorporation 
may be amended. The procedure shall include receiving approval of the 
amendment, by resolution, from the legislative authority of each 
participating political subdivision and filing the approved amendment and 
resolution with the secretary of state. 

(4) The reasons for creating the district, plus an explanation of how the 
district will be conducive to the public health, safety, peace, convenience, 
and welfare of the district. 
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(E) The articles of incorporation for a nonprofit corporation governing a 
district created under this chapter and amendments to them shall be 
submitted to the municipal executive, if any, and the legislative authority of 
each municipal corporation or township in which the proposed district is to 
be located. Except in the case of a district created by an existing qualified 
nonprofit corporation, the articles or amendments shall be accompanied by a 
petition signed either by the owners of at least sixty per cent of the front 
footage of all real property located in the proposed district that abuts upon 
any street, alley, public road, place, boulevard, parkway, park entrance, 
easement, or other existing public improvement within the proposed district, 
excluding church property or property owned by the state, county, township, 
municipal, park district, or federal government, unless a church, county, 
township, 0f municipal corporation, or park district has specifically 
requested in writing that the property be included in the district, or by the 
owners of at least seventy-five per cent of the area of all real property 
located within the proposed district, excluding church property or property 
owned by the state, county, township, municipal, park district, or federal 
government, unless a church, county, township, 0f municipal corporation, or 
park district has specifically requested in writing that the property be 
included in the district. Pursuant to Section 2o of Article VIII, Ohio 
Constitution, the petition required under this division may be for the purpose 
of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement 
projects or shoreline improvement projects, and, in such case, is determined 
to be in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Section 2o of Article VIII, 
Ohio Constitution. Except as provided in division (H) of this section, if a 
special improvement district is being created under this chapter for the 
purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy 
improvement projects or shoreline improvement projects, the petition 
required under this division shall be signed by one hundred per cent of the 
owners of the area of all real property located within the proposed special 
improvement district, at least one special energy improvement project or 
shoreline improvement project shall be designated for each parcel of real 
property within the special improvement district, and the special 
improvement district may include any number of parcels of real property as 
determined by the legislative authority of each participating political 
subdivision in which the proposed special improvement district is to be 
located. For purposes of determining compliance with these requirements, 
the area of the district, or the front footage and ownership of property, shall 
be as shown in the most current records available at the county recorder's 
office and the county engineer's office sixty days prior to the date on which 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
688 

the petition is filed. 
Each municipal corporation or township with which the petition is filed 

has sixty days to approve or disapprove, by resolution, the petition, 
including the articles of incorporation. In the case of a district created by an 
existing qualified nonprofit corporation, each municipal corporation or 
township has sixty days to approve or disapprove the creation of the district 
after the corporation submits the articles of incorporation or amendments 
thereto. This chapter does not prohibit or restrict the rights of municipal 
corporations under Article XVIII of the Ohio Constitution or the right of the 
municipal legislative authority to impose reasonable conditions in a 
resolution of approval. The acquisition, installation, equipping, and 
improvement of a special energy improvement project under this chapter 
shall not supersede any local zoning, environmental, or similar law or 
regulation. In addition, all activities associated with a shoreline 
improvement project that is implemented under this chapter shall comply 
with all applicable local zoning requirements, all local, state, and federal 
environmental laws and regulations, and all applicable requirements 
established in Chapter 1506. of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it. 

(F) Persons proposing creation and operation of the district may propose 
an initial plan for public services or public improvements that benefit all or 
any part of the district. Any initial plan shall be submitted as part of the 
petition proposing creation of the district or, in the case of a district created 
by an existing qualified nonprofit corporation, shall be submitted with the 
articles of incorporation or amendments thereto. 

An initial plan may include provisions for the following: 
(1) Creation and operation of the district and of the nonprofit 

corporation to govern the district under this chapter; 
(2) Hiring employees and professional services; 
(3) Contracting for insurance; 
(4) Purchasing or leasing office space and office equipment; 
(5) Other actions necessary initially to form, operate, or organize the 

district and the nonprofit corporation to govern the district; 
(6) A plan for public improvements or public services that benefit all or 

part of the district, which plan shall comply with the requirements of 
division (A) of section 1710.06 of the Revised Code and may include, but is 
not limited to, any of the permissive provisions described in the fourth 
sentence of that division or listed in divisions (A)(l) to (7) of that section; 

(7) If the special improvement district is being created under this 
chapter for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special 
energy improvement projects or shoreline improvement projects, provision 
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for the addition of territory to the special improvement district. 
After the initial plan is approved by all municipal corporations and 

townships to which it is submitted for approval and the district is created, 
each participating subdivision shall levy a special assessment within its 
boundaries to pay for the costs of the initial plan. The levy shall be for no 
more than ten years from the date of the approval of the initial plan; except 
that if the proceeds of the levy are to be used to pay the costs of a special 
energy improvement project or shoreline improvement project, the levy of a 
special assessment shall be for no more than thirty years from the date of 
approval of the initial plan. In the event that additional territory is added to a 
special improvement district, the special assessment to be levied with 
respect to such additional territory shall commence not earlier than the date 
such territory is added and shall be for no more than thirty years from such 
date. For purposes of levying an assessment for this initial plan, the services 
or improvements included in the initial plan shall be deemed a special 
benefit to property owners within the district. 

(G) Each nonprofit corporation governing a district under this chapter 
may do the following: 

(1) Exercise all powers of nonprofit corporations granted under Chapter 
1 702. of the Revised Code that do not conflict with this chapter; 

(2) Develop, adopt, revise, implement, and repeal plans for public 
improvements and public services for all or any part of the district; 

(3) Contract with any person, political subdivision as defined in section 
2744.01 of the Revised Code, or state agency as defined in section 1.60 of 
the Revised Code to develop and implement plans for public improvements 
or public services within the district; 

(4) Contract and pay for insurance for the district and for directors, 
officers, agents, contractors, employees, or members of the district for any 
consequences of the implementation of any plan adopted by the district or 
any actions of the district. 

The board of directors of a special improvement district may, acting as 
agent and on behalf of a participating political subdivision, sell, transfer, 
lease, or convey any special energy improvement project owned by the 
participating political subdivision upon a determination by the legislative 
authority thereof that the project is not required to be owned exclusively by 
the participating political subdivision for its purposes, for uses determined 
by the legislative authority thereof as those that will promote the welfare of 
the people of such participating political subdivision; improve the quality of 
life and the general and economic well-being of the people of the 
participating political subdivision; better ensure the public health, safety, 
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and welfare; protect water and other natural resources; provide for the 
conservation and preservation of natural and open areas and farmlands, 
including by making urban areas more desirable or suitable for development 
and revitalization; control, prevent, minimize, clean up, or mediate certain 
contamination of or pollution from lands in the state and water 
contamination or pollution; or provide for safe and natural areas and 
resources. The legislative authority of each participating political 
subdivision shall specify the consideration for such sale, transfer, lease, or 
conveyance and any other terms thereof. Any determinations made by a 
legislative authority of a participating political subdivision under this 
division shall be conclusive. 

Any sale, transfer, lease, or conveyance of a special energy 
improvement project by a participating political subdivision or the board of 
directors of the special improvement district may be made without 
advertising, receipt of bids, or other competitive bidding procedures 
applicable to the participating political subdivision or the special 
improvement district under Chapter 153. or 735. or section 1710.11 of the 
Revised Code or other representative provisions of the Revised Code. 

(H) The owner of real property that is part of a planned community or a 
condominium development is deemed to have signed the petitions required 
under division (E) of this section and division (B) of section 1710.06 of the 
Revised Code with respect to a special improvement district that is being 
created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for shoreline 
improvement projects if the district and the projects have been approved 
through an alternative process prescribed by the bylaws, declarations, 
covenants, and restrictions governing the planned community or 
condominium development. Such an alternative process may consist of a 
vote of the owners association or unit owners association, the approval of a 
specified percentage of property owners, or any other procedure authorized 
by the bylaws, declarations, covenants, and restrictions governing the 
planned community or condominium development. 

As used in this division, "condominium development" and "unit owners 
association" have the same meanings as in section 5311.01 of the Revised 
Code, and "planned community," "owners association," "bylaws," and 
"declaration" have the same meanings as in section 5312.01 of the Revised 
Code. 

Sec. 1710.03. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this division, each 
owner of real property within a special improvement district other than the 
state or federal government is a member of the district, and the real property 
of each member of the district is subject to special assessment under 
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division (C) of section 1710.06 of the Revised Code. A church is not a 
member of the district unless the church specifically requested in writing 
that its property be included in the district or unless, in the case of a district 
created by an existing qualified nonprofit corporation, the church is a 
member of the corporation at the time the district is created. A county, 
township, & municipal corporation, or park district owning real property in 
the district is not a member of the district unless such entity specifically 
requested in writing that its property be included in the district. 

The identity and address of the owners shall be determined for any 
particular action of the nonprofit corporation that governs the district, 
including notice of meetings of the district, no more than sixty days prior to 
the date of the action, from the most current records available at the county 
auditor's office. For purposes of this chapter, the persons shown on such 
records as having common or joint ownership interests in a parcel of real 
property collectively shall constitute the owner of the real property. 

(B) A member may file a written statement with the district's secretary 
at least three days prior to any meeting of the entire membership of the 
district to appoint a proxy to carry out the member's rights and 
responsibilities under this chapter at that meeting. 

(C) A member also may appoint a designee to carry out the member's 
rights and responsibilities under this chapter by filing a written designation 
form with the district's secretary. This form shall include the name and 
address of the member, the name and address of the designee, and the 
expiration date, if any, of the designation and may authorize the designee to 
vote at any meeting of the district. 

(D) A proxy or designee need not be an elector or resident of any 
participating political subdivision of the district or a member of the district. 
The appointment of a proxy or a designee may be changed by filing a new 
form with the district's secretary. The most current form filed with the 
secretary is the valid appointment. Service of any notice upon a proxy or 
designee at the proxy's or designee's address as shown on that form satisfies 
any requirements for notification of the member. 

Sec. 1710.06. (A) The board of directors of a special improvement 
district may develop and adopt one or more written plans for public 
improvements or public services that benefit all or any part of the district. 
Each plan shall set forth the specific public improvements or public services 
that are to be provided, identify the area in which they will be provided, and 
specify the method of assessment to be used. Each plan for public 
improvements or public services shall indicate the period of time the 
assessments are to be levied for the improvements and services and, if 
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public services are included in the plan, the period of time the services are to 
remain in effect. Plans for public improvements may include the planning, 
design, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, or alteration of any public 
improvements and the acquisition of land for the improvements. Plans for 
public improvements or public services may also include, but are not limited 
to, provisions for the following: 

(1) Creating and operating the district and the nonprofit corporation 
under this chapter, including hiring employees and professional services, 
contracting for insurance, and purchasing or leasing office space and office 
equipment and other requirements of the district; 

(2) Planning, designing, and implementing a public improvements or 
public services plan, including hiring architectural, engineering, legal, 
appraisal, insurance, consulting, energy auditing, and planning services, and, 
for public services, managing, protecting, and maintaining public and 
private facilities, including public improvements; 

(3) Conducting court proceedings to carry out this chapter; 
(4) Paying damages resulting from the provision of public 

improvements or public services and implementing the plans; 
(5) Paying the costs of issuing, paying interest on, and redeeming notes 

and bonds issued for funding public improvements and public services 
plans; 

(6) Sale, lease, lease with an option to purchase, conveyance of other 
interests in, or other contracts for the acquisition, construction, maintenance, 
repair, furnishing, equipping, operation, or improvement of any special 
energy improvement project by the special improvement district, between a 
participating political subdivision and the special improvement district, and 
between the special improvement district and any owner of real property in 
the special improvement district on which a special energy improvement 
project has been acquired, installed, equipped, or improved; and 

(7) Aggregating the renewable energy credits generated by one or more 
special energy improvement projects within a special improvement district, 
upon the consent of the owners of the credits and for the purpose of 
negotiating and completing the sale of such credits. 

(B) Once the board of directors of the special improvement district 
adopts a plan, it shall submit the plan to the legislative authority of each 
participating political subdivision and the municipal executive of each 
municipal corporation in which the district is located, if any. The legislative 
authorities and municipal executives shall review the plan and, within sixty 
days after receiving it, may submit their comments and recommendations 
about it to the district. After reviewing these comments and 
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recommendations, the board of directors may amend the plan. It may then 
submit the plan, amended or otherwise, in the form of a petition to members 
of the district whose property may be assessed for the plan. Once the 
petition is signed by those members who own at least sixty per cent of the 
front footage of property that is to be assessed and that abuts upon a street, 
alley, public road, place, boulevard, parkway, park entrance, easement, or 
other public improvement, or those members who own at least seventy-five 
per cent of the area to be assessed for the improvement or service, the 
petition may be submitted to each legislative authority for approval. Except 
as provided in division (H) of section 1710.02 of the Revised Code, if the 
special improvement district was created for the purpose of developing and 
implementing plans for special energy improvement projects or shoreline 
improvement projects, the petition required under this division shall be 
signed by one hundred per cent of the owners of the area of all real property 
located within the area to be assessed for the special energy improvement 
project or shoreline improvement project. 

Each legislative authority shall, by resolution, approve or reject the 
petition within sixty days after receiving it. If the petition is approved by the 
legislative authority of each participating political subdivision, the plan 
contained in the petition shall be effective at the earliest date on which a 
nonemergency resolution of the legislative authority with the latest effective 
date may become effective. A plan may not be resubmitted to the legislative 
authorities and municipal executives more than three times in any 
twelve-month period. 

(C) Each participating political subdivision shall levy, by special 
assessment upon specially benefited property located within the district, the 
costs of any public improvements or public services plan contained in a 
petition approved by the participating political subdivisions under this 
section or division (F) of section 1710.02 of the Revised Code. The levy 
shall be made in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 727. of 
the Revised Code, except that: 

(1) The assessment for each improvements or services plan may be 
levied by any one or any combination of the methods of assessment listed in 
section 727.01 of the Revised Code, provided that the assessment is 
uniformly applied. 

(2) For the purpose oflevying an assessment, the board of directors may 
combine one or more improvements or services plans or parts of plans and 
levy a single assessment against specially benefited property. 

(3) For purposes of special assessments levied by a township pursuant to 
this chapter, references in Chapter 727. of the Revised Code to the 
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municipal corporation shall be deemed to refer to the township, and 
references to the legislative authority of the municipal corporation shall be 
deemed to refer to the board of township trustees. 

(4) Revenue collected from the levy of a special assessment for the cost 
of a special energy improvement project may be assigned and remitted to 
the Ohio air quality development authority pursuant to an agreement entered 
into under section 3706.12 of the Revised Code. 

Church property or property owned by a political subdivision, including 
any participating political subdivision in which a special improvement 
district is located, shall be included in and be subject to special assessments 
made pursuant to a plan adopted under this section or division (F) of section 
1710.02 of the Revised Code, if the church or political subdivision has 
specifically requested in writing that its property be included within the 
special improvement district and the church or political subdivision is a 
member of the district or, in the case of a district created by an existing 
qualified nonprofit corporation, if the church is a member of the corporation. 

For tax years 2020 to 2024, qualifying real property, as defined in 
section 727.031 of the Revised Code, is exempt from special assessments 
levied under division (C) of this section, provided no delinquent special 
assessments and related interest and penalties are levied or assessed against 
any property owned by the owner and operator of the qualifying real 
property for that tax year. 

(D) All rights and privileges of property owners who are assessed under 
Chapter 727. of the Revised Code shall be granted to property owners 
assessed under this chapter, including those rights and privileges specified in 
sections 727 .15 to 727 .17 and 727 .18 to 727 .22 of the Revised Code and the 
right to notice of the resolution of necessity and the filing of the estimated 
assessment under section 727.13 of the Revised Code. Property owners 
assessed for public services under this chapter shall have the same rights and 
privileges as property owners assessed for public improvements under this 
chapter. 

Sec. 1710.13. This section does not apply to a special improvement 
district created by an existing qualified nonprofit corporation. 

The process for dissolving a special improvement district or repealing 
an improvements or services plan may be initiated by a petition signed by 
members of the district who own at least twenty per cent of the appraised 
value of the real property located in the district, excluding church property 
or real property owned by the federal government, the state, or a county, 
township, 6f municipal corporation, or park district, unless the church, 
county, township, 6f municipal corporation, or park district has specifically 
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requested in writing that the property be included in the district, and filed 
with the municipal executive, if any, and the legislative authorities of all the 
participating political subdivisions of the district. As used in this section, 
"appraised value" means the taxable value established by the county auditor 
for purposes of real estate taxation. 

No later than forty-five days after such a petition is filed, the members 
of the district shall meet to consider it. Notice of the meeting shall be given 
as provided in section 1710.05 of the Revised Code. Upon the affirmative 
vote of members who collectively own more than fifty per cent of the 
appraised value of the real property in the district that may be subject to 
assessment under division (C) of section 1710.06 of the Revised Code, the 
district shall be dissolved, or the plan shall be repealed, as applicable. 

No rights or obligations of any person under any contract, or in relation 
to any bonds, notes, or assessments made under this chapter, shall be 
affected by the dissolution of the district or the repeal of a plan, except with 
the consent of that person or by order of a court with jurisdiction over the 
matter. Upon dissolution of a district, any assets or rights of the district, 
after payment of all bonds, notes, or other obligations of the district, shall be 
deposited in a special account in the treasury of each participating political 
subdivision, prorated among all participating political subdivisions to reflect 
the percentage of the district's territory within that political subdivision, to 
be used for the benefit of the territory that made up the district. 

Once the members have approved the repeal of a plan, all bonds, notes, 
and other obligations of the district associated with the plan shall be paid. 
Thereafter, the plan shall be repealed. Upon receipt of proof that all bonds, 
notes, and other obligations have been paid and that the plan has been 
repealed, the participating political subdivisions shall terminate any levies 
imposed to pay for costs of the plan. 

Sec. 1724.11. (A) When a community improvement corporation is 
acting as an agent of a political subdivision designated pursuant to section 
1724.10 of the Revised Code and at all times as a county land reutilization 
corporation, both of the following apply: 

(1) Any financial and proprietary information, including trade secrets, 
submitted by or on behalf of an entity to the community improvement 
corporation in connection with the relocation, location, expansion, 
improvement, or preservation of the business of that entity, or in the pursuit 
of any one or more of the purposes under division (B) of section 1724.01 of 
the Revised Code for which a county land reutilization corporation is 
organized, held or kept by the community improvement corporation, or by 
any political subdivision for which the community improvement corporation 
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is acting as agent, is confidential information and is not a public record 
subject to section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Any other information submitted by or on behalf of an entity to the 
community improvement corporation in connection with the relocation, 
location, expansion, improvement, or preservation of the business of that 
entity held or kept by the community improvement corporation, or by any 
political subdivision for which the community improvement corporation is 
acting as agent, is confidential information and is not a public record subject 
to section 149.43 of the Revised Code, until the entity commits in writing to 
proceed with the relocation, location, expansion, improvement, preservation 
of its business, or other purpose under division (B) of section 1724.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(B)(l) When the board of directors of a community improvement 
corporation or any committee or subcommittee of such a board meets to 
consider information that is not a public record pursuant to division (A) of 
this section, the board, committee, or subcommittee, by majority vote of all 
members present, may close the meeting during consideration of the 
confidential information. The board, committee, or subcommittee shall 
consider no other information during the closed session. 

(2) Any meeting at which a decision or determination of the board is 
required in connection with the relocation, location, expansion, 
improvement, or preservation of the business of the entity or is required in 
pursuit of any purpose under division (B) of section 1724.01 of the Revised 
Code for which a county land reutilization corporation is organized shall be 
open to the public and may be held by interactive video conference or by 
teleconference in accordance with division (C) of this section. 

(C) The board of directors of a community improvement corporation 
may hold a meeting by interactive video conference or by teleconference in 
the following manner: 

(1) The board establishes a primary meeting location that is open and 
accessible to the public. 

(2) Meeting-related materials that are available before the meeting are 
sent via electronic mail, facsimile, hand-delivery, or United States postal 
service to each board member. 

(3) In the case of an interactive video conference, the board causes a 
clear video and audio connection to be established that enables all meeting 
participants at the primary meeting location to see and hear each board 
member. 

(4) In the case of a teleconference, the board causes a clear audio 
connection to be established that enables all meeting participants at the 
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primary meeting location to hear each board member. 
(5) All board members have the capability to receive meeting-related 

materials that are distributed during a board meeting. 
(6) A roll call voice vote is recorded for each vote taken. 
(7) The minutes of the board meeting identify which board members 

remotely attended the meeting by interactive video conference or 
teleconference. 

If the board proceeds under this division, use of an interactive video 
conference is preferred, but nothing in this section prohibits the board from 
conducting its meetings by teleconference or by a combination of interactive 
video conference and teleconference at the same meeting. 

(D) The board of directors of a community improvement corporation 
shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section. At a minimum, the 
rules shall do all of the following: 

(1) Authorize board members to remotely attend a board meeting by 
interactive video conference or teleconference, or by a combination thereof, 
in lieu of attending the meeting in person: 

(2) Establish a minimum number of board members that must be 
physically present in person at the primary meeting location if the board 
conducts a meeting by interactive video conference or teleconference: 

(3) Require that not more than one board member remotely attending a 
board meeting by teleconference is permitted to be physically present at the 
same remote location: 

(4) Establish geographic restrictions for participation in meetings by 
interactive video conference and by teleconference: 

(5) Establish a policy for distributing and circulating meeting-related 
materials to board members, the public, and the media in advance of or 
during a meeting at which board members are permitted to attend by 
interactive video conference or teleconference: 

(6) Establish a method for verifying the identity of a board member who 
remotely attends a meeting by teleconference. 

Sec. 1739.10. The superintendent of insurance, or any person appointed 
by ffiffl the superintendent, may examine, as often as he the superintendent 
or the superintendent's appointee considers it necessary, the affairs of a 
multiple employer welfare arrangement and its members. 

The arrangement shall pay to the superintendent the expenses incurred 
by the department of insurance in making an examination authorized under 
this section. To the extent that expenses are the result of the use of the 
personnel of the examination department of the department of insurance, the 
superintendent shall remit expenses paid to ffiffl the superintendent by the 
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arrangement to the state treasury to the credit of the sttperiateadeHt's 
e,mmiaa:tioH department of insurance operating fund pursuant to section 
3901.071 3901.021 of the Revised Code. 

As used in this section, "expenses" has the same meaning as in section 
3901.07 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1751.14. (A) Notwithstanding section 3901.71 of the Revised 
Code, any policy, contract, or agreement for health care services authorized 
by this chapter that is issued, delivered, or renewed in this state and that 
provides that coverage of an unmarried dependent child will terminate upon 
attainment of the limiting age for dependent children specified in the policy, 
contract, or agreement, shall also provide in substance both of the following: 

(1) Once an unmarried child has attained the limiting age for dependent 
children, as provided in the policy, contract, or agreement, upon the request 
of the subscriber, the health insuring corporation shall offer to cover the 
unmarried child until the child attains twenty-six years of age if all of the 
following are true: 

(a) The child is the natural child, stepchild, or adopted child of the 
subscriber. 

(b) The child is a resident of this state or a full-time student at an 
accredited public or private institution of higher education. 

(c) The child is not employed by an employer that offers any health 
benefit plan under which the child is eligible for coverage. 

(d) The child is not eligible for coverage under the medicaid program or 
the medicare program. 

(2) That attainment of the limiting age for dependent children shall not 
operate to terminate the coverage of a dependent child if the child is and 
continues to be both of the following: 

(a) Incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of physical 
disability or intellectual disability; 

(b) Primarily dependent upon the subscriber for support and 
maintenance. 

(B) Proof of incapacity and dependence for purposes of division (A)(2) 
of this section shall be furnished to the health insuring corporation within 
thirty-one days of the child's attainment of the limiting age. Upon request, 
but not more frequently than annually, the health insuring corporation may 
require proof satisfactory to it of the continuance of such incapacity and 
dependency. 

(C) Nothing in this section shall do any of the following: 
(1) Require that any policy, contract, or agreement offer coverage for 

dependent children or provide coverage for an unmarried dependent child's 
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children as dependents on the policy, contract, or agreement; 
(2) Require an employer to pay for any part of the premium for an 

unmarried dependent child that has attained the limiting age for dependents, 
as provided in the policy, contract, or agreement; 

(3) Require an employer to offer health insurance coverage to the 
dependents of any employee. 

(D) This (D)(l) Except as provided in division (D)(2) of this section, 
this section does not apply to any health insuring corporation policy, 
contract, or agreement offering only supplemental health care services or 
specialty health care services. 

(2) This section applies to health insuring corporation policies, 
contracts, or agreements providing coverage of dental care or vision care 
services that are issued, renewed, or amended on or after January 1, 2024. 

(E) As used in this section, "health benefit plan" has the same meaning 
as in section 3924.01 of the Revised Code and also includes both of the 
following: 

(1) A public employee benefit plan; 
(2) A health benefit plan as regulated under the "Employee Retirement 

Income Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, et seq. 
Sec. 1751.34. (A) Each health insuring corporation and each applicant 

for a certificate of authority under this chapter shall be subject to 
examination by the superintendent of insurance in accordance with section 
3901.07 of the Revised Code. Section 3901.07 of the Revised Code shall 
govern every aspect of the examination, including the circumstances under 
and frequency with which it is conducted, the authority of the 
superintendent and any examiner or other person appointed by the 
superintendent, the liability for the assessment of expenses incurred in 
conducting the examination, and the remittance of the assessment to the 
Stlf)eriH:teH:deBt's mrnfflifiatiofi department of insurance operating fund. 

(B) The superintendent shall make an examination concerning the 
matters subject to the superintendent's consideration in section 1751.04 of 
the Revised Code as often as the superintendent considers it necessary for 
the protection of the interests of the people of this state. The expenses of 
such examinations shall be assessed against the health insuring corporation 
being examined in the manner in which expenses of examinations are 
assessed against an insurance company under section 3901.07 of the 
Revised Code. Nothing in this division requires the superintendent to make 
an examination of any of the following: 

(1) A health insuring corporation that covers solely medicaid recipients; 
(2) A health insuring corporation that covers solely medicare 
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beneficiaries; 
(3) A health insuring corporation that covers solely medicaid recipients 

and medicare beneficiaries. 
(C) An examination, pursuant to section 3901.07 of the Revised Code, 

of an insurance company holding a certificate of authority under this chapter 
to organize and operate a health insuring corporation shall include an 
examination of the health insuring corporation pursuant to this section and 
the examination shall satisfy the requirements of divisions (A) and (B) of 
this section. 

(D) The superintendent may conduct market conduct examinations 
pursuant to section 3901.011 of the Revised Code of any health insuring 
corporation as often as the superintendent considers it necessary for the 
protection of the interests of subscribers and enrollees. The expenses of such 
market conduct examinations shall be assessed against the health insuring 
corporation being examined. All costs, assessments, or fines collected under 
this division shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the 
department of insurance operating fund. 

Sec. 1761.16. (A) A credit union share guaranty corporation shall file 
with the superintendent of credit unions an annual report containing audited 
financial statements, prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles or such other accounting requirements determined by 
the superintendent of credit unions, covering the fiscal year within one 
hundred days after the close of such fiscal year in accordance with division 
(E) of this section and in the form and with such other relevant information 
as the superintendent of credit unions may require by rules adopted under 
division (C) of section 1761.04 of the Revised Code. The audited financial 
statements shall include at least a balance sheet and a statement of income 
for the year ended on the balance sheet date. The report and audited 
financial statements shall be accompanied by a report, certificate, or opinion 
of an independent certified public accountant or independent public 
accountant. Every such report shall be certified by the oath of the president 
and secretary of the corporation, and such verification shall state that the 
report is true and correct in all respects to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the persons verifying it. 

(B) If the report, certificate, or opinion of the certified public accountant 
or independent accountant referred to in division (A) of this section is 
qualified pursuant to generally accepted auditing standards, the 
superintendent of credit unions shall require the corporation to take such 
action as he the superintendent considers appropriate to permit an 
independent accountant to remove such qualification from the report, 
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certificate, or opm10n. The superintendent may reject any financial 
statement, report, certificate, or opinion filed pursuant to division (A) of this 
section by notifying the corporation of its rejection and the cause thereof. 
Within thirty days after receipt of such notice, the corporation shall correct 
such qualification, and the failure to do so is deemed a violation of this 
division. The superintendent shall retain a copy of all filings so rejected. 

(C) The superintendent of credit unions shall conduct or cause to be 
conducted, not more often than annually and not less than every three years, 
an audit examination of the credit union share guaranty corporation. The 
audit examination shall include an actuarial study of the capital adequacy of 
the corporation. The corporation shall be assessed the costs of such audit 
examination, which assessment shall not exceed one per cent of the capital 
contributions and surplus of the corporation. 

(D) The superintendent of credit unions may require a special 
examination of the corporation in the event the superintendent determines 
that there is or will be an impairment of the guarantee fund as defined in 
division ( C)(l) of section 1761.10 of the Revised Code. The corporation 
shall be assessed the cost of such special examination. 

(E) The accounting of the corporation shall be on a calendar year basis 
or as otherwise prescribed by the corporation with the prior written approval 
of the superintendent of credit unions. The books of the corporation shall be 
maintained in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 

(F) The corporation shall make any other special report to the 
superintendent of credit unions as he the superintendent may from time to 
time require. Such a report shall be in the form and filed at such date as 
prescribed by the superintendent, and shall, if required by the 
superintendent, be verified in such manner as prescribed. 

(G) Each credit union share guaranty corporation shall be subject to 
examination by the superintendent of insurance in accordance with section 
3901.07 of the Revised Code. Section 3901.07 of the Revised Code shall 
govern every aspect of the examination, including the circumstances under 
and frequency with which it is conducted, the authority of the 
superintendent and any examiner or other person appointed by the 
superintendent, the liability for the assessment of expenses incurred in 
conducting the examination, and the remittance of the assessment to the 
SUf)ertntendeftt's ex8:ffl:tnatton department of insurance operating fund. 

(H) All of the provisions of this section are in addition to those chapters 
of Title XXXIX of the Revised Code specified in division (A) of section 
1761.04 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1785.01. As used in this chapter: 
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(A) "Professional service" means any type of professional service that 
may be performed only pursuant to a license, certificate, or other legal 
authorization issued pursuant to Chapter 4701., 4703., 4705., 4715., 4723., 
4725., 4729., 4730., 4731., 4732., 4733., 4734., 4741., 4755., or 4757. of the 
Revised Code to certified public accountants, licensed public accountants, 
architects, attorneys, dentists, nurses, optometrists, pharmacists, physician 
assistants, doctors of medicine and surgery, doctors of osteopathic medicine 
and surgery, doctors of podiatric medicine and surgery, practitioners of the 
limited branches of medicine specified in section 4 731.15 of the Revised 
Code, mechanotherapists, psychologists, professional engineers, 
chiropractors, chiropractors practicing acupuncture through the state 
chiropractic board, veterinarians, physical therapists, occupational 
therapists, licensed professional clinical counselors, licensed professional 
counselors, independent social workers, social workers, independent 
marriage and family therapists, aHe marriage and family therapists, art 
therapists, and music therapists. 

(B) "Professional association" means an association organized under 
this chapter for the sole purpose of rendering one of the professional 
services authorized under Chapter 4701., 4703., 4705., 4715., 4723., 4725., 
4729., 4730., 4731., 4732., 4733., 4734., 4741., 4755., or 4757. of the 
Revised Code, a combination of the professional services authorized under 
Chapters 4703. and 4733. of the Revised Code, or a combination of the 
professional services of optometrists authorized under Chapter 4725. of the 
Revised Code, chiropractors authorized under Chapter 4 734. of the Revised 
Code to practice chiropractic or acupuncture, psychologists authorized under 
Chapter 4732. of the Revised Code, registered or licensed practical nurses 
authorized under Chapter 4 723. of the Revised Code, pharmacists 
authorized under Chapter 4729. of the Revised Code, physical therapists 
authorized under sections 4755.40 to 4755.56 of the Revised Code, 
occupational therapists authorized under sections 4755.04 to 4755.13 of the 
Revised Code, mechanotherapists authorized under section 4 731.151 of the 
Revised Code, doctors of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery authorized under Chapter 4731. 
of the Revised Code, and licensed professional clinical counselors, licensed 
professional counselors, independent social workers, social workers, 
independent marriage and family therapists, et= marriage and family 
therapists, art therapists, or music therapists authorized under Chapter 4757. 
of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1785.02. An individual or group of individuals each of whom is 
licensed, certificated, or otherwise legally authorized to render within this 
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state the same kind of professional service, a group of individuals each of 
whom is licensed, certificated, or otherwise legally authorized to render 
within this state the professional service authorized under Chapter 4703. or 
4733. of the Revised Code, or a group of individuals each of whom is 
licensed, certificated, or otherwise legally authorized to render within this 
state the professional service of optometrists authorized under Chapter 4 725. 
of the Revised Code, chiropractors authorized under Chapter 4 734. of the 
Revised Code to practice chiropractic or acupuncture, psychologists 
authorized under Chapter 4732. of the Revised Code, registered or licensed 
practical nurses authorized under Chapter 4 723. of the Revised Code, 
pharmacists authorized under Chapter 4729. of the Revised Code, physical 
therapists authorized under sections 4755.40 to 4755.56 of the Revised 
Code, occupational therapists authorized under sections 4755.04 to 4755.13 
of the Revised Code, mechanotherapists authorized under section 4 731.151 
of the Revised Code, doctors of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 
and surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery authorized under Chapter 
4 731. of the Revised Code, or licensed professional clinical counselors, 
licensed professional counselors, independent social workers, social 
workers, independent marriage and family therapists, ffl' marriage and family 
therapists, art therapists, or music therapists authorized under Chapter 4757. 
of the Revised Code may organize and become a shareholder or 
shareholders of a professional association. Any group of individuals 
described in this section who may be rendering one of the professional 
services as an organization created otherwise than pursuant to this chapter 
may incorporate under and pursuant to this chapter by amending the 
agreement establishing the organization in a manner that the agreement as 
amended constitutes articles of incorporation prepared and filed in the 
manner prescribed in section 1785.08 of the Revised Code and by otherwise 
complying with the applicable requirements of this chapter. 

Sec. 1785.03. A professional association may render a particular 
professional service only through officers, employees, and agents who are 
themselves duly licensed, certificated, or otherwise legally authorized to 
render the professional service within this state. As used in this section, 
"employee" does not include clerks, bookkeepers, technicians, or other 
individuals who are not usually and ordinarily considered by custom and 
practice to be rendering a particular professional service for which a license, 
certificate, or other legal authorization is required and does not include any 
other person who performs all of that person's employment under the direct 
supervision and control of an officer, agent, or employee who renders a 
particular professional service to the public on behalf of the professional 
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association. 
No professional association formed for the purpose of providing a 

combination of the professional services, as defined in section 1785.01 of 
the Revised Code, of optometrists authorized under Chapter 4725. of the 
Revised Code, chiropractors authorized under Chapter 4734. of the Revised 
Code to practice chiropractic or acupuncture, psychologists authorized under 
Chapter 4732. of the Revised Code, registered or licensed practical nurses 
authorized under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code, pharmacists 
authorized under Chapter 4729. of the Revised Code, physical therapists 
authorized under sections 4755.40 to 4755.56 of the Revised Code, 
occupational therapists authorized under sections 4755.04 to 4755.13 of the 
Revised Code, mechanotherapists authorized under section 4 731.151 of the 
Revised Code, doctors of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery authorized under Chapter 4731. 
of the Revised Code, and licensed professional clinical counselors, licensed 
professional counselors, independent social workers, social workers, 
independent marriage and family therapists, ef marriage and family 
therapists, art therapists, or music therapists authorized under Chapter 4757. 
of the Revised Code shall control the professional clinical judgment 
exercised within accepted and prevailing standards of practice of a licensed, 
certificated, or otherwise legally authorized optometrist, chiropractor, 
chiropractor practicing acupuncture through the state chiropractic board, 
psychologist, nurse, pharmacist, physical therapist, occupational therapist, 
mechanotherapist, doctor of medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, or podiatric medicine and surgery, licensed professional clinical 
counselor, licensed professional counselor, independent social worker, 
social worker, independent marriage and family therapist, ef marriage and 
family therapist, art therapist, or music therapist in rendering care, 
treatment, or professional advice to an individual patient. 

This division does not prevent a hospital, as defined in section 3727.01 
of the Revised Code, insurer, as defined in section 3999.36 of the Revised 
Code, or intermediary organization, as defined in section 1751.01 of the 
Revised Code, from entering into a contract with a professional association 
described in this division that includes a provision requiring utilization 
review, quality assurance, peer review, or other performance or quality 
standards. Those activities shall not be construed as controlling the 
professional clinical judgment of an individual practitioner listed in this 
division. 

Sec. 1901.01. (A) There is hereby established a municipal court in each 
of the following municipal corporations: 
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Akron, Alliance, Ashland, Ashtabula, Athens, Avon Lake, Barberton, 
Bedford, Bellefontaine, Bellevue, Berea, Bowling Green, Bryan, Bucyrus, 
Cambridge, Campbell, Canton, Carrollton, Celina, Chardon, Chesapeake, 
Chillicothe, Cincinnati, Circleville, Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, 
Columbus, Conneaut, Coshocton, Cuyahoga Falls, Dayton, Defiance, 
Delaware, East Cleveland, Eaton, Elyria, Euclid, Fairborn, Fairfield, 
Findlay, Franklin, Fremont, Gallipolis, Garfield Heights, Georgetown, 
Girard, Greenville, Hamilton, Hillsboro, Huron, Ironton, Jackson, Kenton, 
Kettering, Lakewood, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lima, Logan, London, Lorain, 
Lyndhurst, Mansfield, Marietta, Marion, Marysville, Mason, Massillon, 
Maumee, Medina, Mentor, Miamisburg, Middletown, Millersburg, Mount 
Gilead, Mount Vernon, Napoleon, Newark, New Lexington, New 
Philadelphia, Newton Falls, Niles, Norwalk, Oakwood, Oberlin, Oregon, 
Ottawa, Painesville, Parma, Paulding, Perrysburg, Port Clinton, Portsmouth, 
Ravenna, Rocky River, Sandusky, Shaker Heights, Shelby, Sidney, South 
Euclid, Springfield, Steubenville, Struthers, Sylvania, Tiffin, Toledo, Troy, 
Upper Sandusky, Urbana, Vandalia, Van Wert, Vermilion, Wadsworth, 
Wapakoneta, Warren, City of Washington in Fayette county, to be known as 
Washington Court House, Wauseon, Willoughby, Wilmington, Wooster, 
Xenia, Youngstown, and Zanesville. 

(B) There is hereby established a municipal court within Clermont 
county in Batavia or in any other municipal corporation or unincorporated 
territory within Clermont county that is selected by the legislative authority 
of the Clermont county municipal court. The municipal court established by 
this division is a continuation of the municipal court previously established 
in Batavia by this section before the enactment of this division. 

(C) There is hereby established a municipal court within Columbiana 
county in Lisbon or in any other municipal corporation or unincorporated 
territory within Columbiana county that is selected by the judges of the 
municipal court pursuant to division (I) of section 1901.021 of the Revised 
Code. 

(D) Effective January 1, 2008, there is hereby established a municipal 
court within Erie county in Milan or in any other municipal corporation or 
unincorporated territory within Erie county that is within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Erie county municipal court and is selected by the 
legislative authority of that court. 

(E) The Cuyahoga Falls municipal court shall remain in existence until 
December 31, 2008, and shall be replaced by the Stow municipal court on 
January 1, 2009. 

(F) Effective January 1, 2009, there is hereby established a municipal 
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court in the municipal corporation of Stow. 
(G) Effective July 1, 2010, there is hereby established a municipal court 

within Montgomery county in any municipal corporation or unincorporated 
territory within Montgomery county, except the municipal corporations of 
Centerville, Clayton, Dayton, Englewood, Germantown, Kettering, 
Miamisburg, Moraine, Oakwood, Union, Vandalia, and West Carrollton and 
Butler, German, Harrison, Miami, and Washington townships, that is 
selected by the legislative authority of that court. 

(H) Effeefr1e Jafttlary 1, 2013, there is hereby established a fl'l:HHieipal 
eoHrt vlithia SaadHsky eoHHty ia aay fl'lliHieipal eoff)oratioa or 
HHiaeoff)ornted teffitory withia Saaffilsky eoHB:ty, e'7teept the fl'l:HHieipal 
COff)Ofatioas of BelleYue aad Frefl'l:oat aad Ballville, SaaCfflsky, aad York 
to•.vaships, that is seleeted by the legislath•e a-uiliority of that eoHrt. 

Sec. 1901.02. (A) The municipal courts established by section 1901.01 
of the Revised Code have jurisdiction within the corporate limits of their 
respective municipal corporations, or, for the Clermont county municipal 
court, and, effective January 1, 2008, the Erie county municipal court, 
within the municipal corporation or unincorporated territory in which they 
are established, and are courts of record. Each of the courts shall be styled 
"________________ municipal court," inserting the 
name of the municipal corporation, except the following courts, which shall 
be styled as set forth below: 

(1) The municipal court established in Chesapeake that shall be styled 
and known as the "Lawrence county municipal court"; 

(2) The municipal court established in Cincinnati that shall be styled and 
known as the "Hamilton county municipal court"; 

(3) The municipal court established in Ravenna that shall be styled and 
known as the "Portage county municipal court"; 

(4) The municipal court established in Athens that shall be styled and 
known as the "Athens county municipal court"; 

(5) The municipal court established in Columbus that shall be styled and 
known as the "Franklin county municipal court"; 

(6) The municipal court established in London that shall be styled and 
known as the "Madison county municipal court"; 

(7) The municipal court established in Newark that shall be styled and 
known as the "Licking county municipal court"; 

(8) The municipal court established in Wooster that shall be styled and 
known as the "Wayne county municipal court"; 

(9) The municipal court established in Wapakoneta that shall be styled 
and known as the "Auglaize county municipal court"; 
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(10) The municipal court established in Troy that shall be styled and 
known as the "Miami county municipal court"; 

(11) The municipal court established in Bucyrus that shall be styled and 
known as the "Crawford county municipal court"; 

(12) The municipal court established in Logan that shall be styled and 
known as the "Hocking county municipal court"; 

(13) The municipal court established in Urbana that shall be styled and 
known as the "Champaign county municipal court"; 

(14) The municipal court established in Jackson that shall be styled and 
known as the "Jackson county municipal court"; 

(15) The municipal court established in Springfield that shall be styled 
and known as the "Clark county municipal court"; 

(16) The municipal court established in Kenton that shall be styled and 
known as the "Hardin county municipal court"; 

(17) The municipal court established within Clermont county in Batavia 
or in any other municipal corporation or unincorporated territory within 
Clermont county that is selected by the legislative authority of that court that 
shall be styled and known as the "Clermont county municipal court"; 

(18) The municipal court established in Wilmington that, beginning July 
1, 1992, shall be styled and known as the "Clinton county municipal court"; 

(19) The municipal court established in Port Clinton that shall be styled 
and known as the "Ottawa county municipal court"; 

(20) The municipal court established in Lancaster that, beginning 
January 2, 2000, shall be styled and known as the "Fairfield county 
municipal court"; 

(21) The municipal court established within Columbiana county in 
Lisbon or in any other municipal corporation or unincorporated territory 
selected pursuant to division (I) of section 1901.021 of the Revised Code, 
that shall be styled and known as the "Columbiana county municipal court"; 

(22) The municipal court established in Georgetown that, beginning 
February 9, 2003, shall be styled and known as the "Brown county 
municipal court"; 

(23) The municipal court established in Mount Gilead that, beginning 
January 1, 2003, shall be styled and known as the "Morrow county 
municipal court"; 

(24) The municipal court established in Greenville that, beginning 
January 1, 2005, shall be styled and known as the "Darke county municipal 
court"; 

(25) The municipal court established in Millersburg that, beginning 
January 1, 2007, shall be styled and known as the "Holmes county 
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municipal court"; 
(26) The municipal court established in Carrollton that, beginning 

January 1, 2007, shall be styled and known as the "Carroll county municipal 
court"; 

(27) The municipal court established within Erie county in Milan or 
established in any other municipal corporation or unincorporated territory 
that is within Erie county, is within the territorial jurisdiction of that court, 
and is selected by the legislative authority of that court that, beginning 
January 1, 2008, shall be styled and known as the "Erie county municipal 
court"; 

(28) The municipal court established in Ottawa that, beginning January 
1, 2011, shall be styled and known as the "Putnam county municipal court"; 

(29) The municipal court established within Montgomery county in any 
municipal corporation or unincorporated territory within Montgomery 
county, except the municipal corporations of Centerville, Clayton, Dayton, 
Englewood, Germantown, Kettering, Miamisburg, Moraine, Oakwood, 
Union, Vandalia, and West Carrollton and Butler, German, Harrison, 
Miami, and Washington townships, that is selected by the legislative 
authority of that court and that, beginning July 1, 2010, shall be styled and 
known as the "Montgomery county municipal court"; 

(30) The ffitlnieipal eourt estaahshed within Sandusky eounty in aey 
munieipal eoff)oration or unineoff)orated territory within Sandusky eounty, 
exeept the munieipal eoff)orations of Bellewe and Fremont and Ballville, 
Sandusky, and York to•.v:nships, that is seleeted by the legislative authority 
of that eourt and that, begiHfling January 1, 2013, shall be styled and lrn:own 
as the "Sandusky eounty munieipal eourt"; 
~ The municipal court established in Tiffin that, beginning January 1, 

2014, shall be styled and known as the "Tiffin-Fostoria municipal court"; 
~.Q.ll The municipal court established in New Lexington that, 

beginning January 1, 2018, shall be styled and known as the "Perry county 
municipal court"; 

~Q.2.). The municipal court established in Paulding that, beginning 
January 1, 2020, shall be styled and known as the "Paulding county 
municipal court"; 

~.Ql)_ The municipal court established in Wauseon that, beginning 
January 1, 2024, shall be styled and known as the "Fulton county municipal 
court." 

(B) In addition to the jurisdiction set forth in division (A) of this section, 
the municipal courts established by section 1901.01 of the Revised Code 
have jurisdiction as follows: 
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The Akron municipal court has jurisdiction within Bath, Richfield, and 
Springfield townships, and within the municipal corporations of Fairlawn, 
Lakemore, and Mogadore, in Summit county. 

The Alliance municipal court has jurisdiction within Lexington, 
Marlboro, Paris, and Washington townships in Stark county. 

The Ashland municipal court has jurisdiction within Ashland county. 
The Ashtabula municipal court has jurisdiction within Ashtabula, 

Plymouth, and Saybrook townships in Ashtabula county. 
The Athens county municipal court has jurisdiction within Athens 

county. 
The Auglaize county municipal court has jurisdiction within Auglaize 

county. 
The Avon Lake municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 

corporations of Avon and Sheffield in Lorain county. 
The Barberton municipal court has jurisdiction within Coventry, 

Franklin, and Green townships, within all of Copley township except within 
the municipal corporation of Fairlawn, and within the municipal 
corporations of Clinton and Norton, in Summit county. 

The Bedford municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Bedford Heights, Oakwood, Glenwillow, Solon, 
Bentleyville, Chagrin Falls, Moreland Hills, Orange, Warrensville Heights, 
North Randall, and Woodmere, and within Warrensville and Chagrin Falls 
townships, in Cuyahoga county. 

The Bellefontaine municipal court has jurisdiction within Logan county. 
The Bellevue municipal court has jurisdiction within Lyme and 

Sherman townships in Huron county and within York township in Sandusky 
county. 

The Berea municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Strongsville, Middleburgh Heights, Brook Park, Westview, 
and Olmsted Falls, and within Olmsted township, in Cuyahoga county. 

The Bowling Green municipal court has jurisdiction within the 
municipal corporations of Bairdstown, Bloomdale, Bradner, Custar, Cygnet, 
Grand Rapids, Haskins, Hoytville, Jerry City, Milton Center, North 
Baltimore, Pemberville, Portage, Rising Sun, Tontogany, Wayne, West 
Millgrove, and Weston,-ttRe.;, within Bloom, Center, Freedom, Grand Rapids, 
Henry, Jackson, Liberty, Middleton, Milton, Montgomery, Plain, Portage, 
Washington, Webster, and Weston townships in Wood county: and on and 
after January 2, 2024, within Perry township in Wood county. 

Beginning February 9, 2003, the Brown county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Brown county. 
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The Bryan municipal court has jurisdiction within Williams county. 
The Cambridge municipal court has jurisdiction within Guernsey 

county. 
The Campbell municipal court has jurisdiction within Coitsville 

township in Mahoning county. 
The Canton municipal court has jurisdiction within Canton, Lake, 

Nimishillen, Osnaburg, Pike, Plain, and Sandy townships in Stark county. 
The Carroll county municipal court has jurisdiction within Carroll 

county. 
The Celina municipal court has jurisdiction within Mercer county. 
The Champaign county municipal court has jurisdiction within 

Champaign county. 
The Chardon municipal court has jurisdiction within Geauga county. 
The Chillicothe municipal court has jurisdiction within Ross county. 
The Circleville municipal court has jurisdiction within Pickaway 

county. _ 
The Clark county municipal court has jurisdiction within Clark county. 
The Clermont county municipal court has jurisdiction within Clermont 

county. 
The Cleveland municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 

corporation of Bratenahl in Cuyahoga county. 
Beginning July 1, 1992, the Clinton county municipal court has 

jurisdiction within Clinton county. 
The Columbiana county municipal court has jurisdiction within 

Columbiana county. 
The Coshocton municipal court has jurisdiction within Coshocton 

county. 
The Crawford county municipal court has jurisdiction within Crawford 

county. 
Until December 31, 2008, the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court has 

jurisdiction within Boston, Hudson, Northfield Center, Sagamore Hills, and 
Twinsburg townships, and within the municipal corporations of Boston 
Heights, Hudson, Munroe Falls, Northfield, Peninsula, Reminderville, Silver 
Lake, Stow, Tallmadge, Twinsburg, and Macedonia, in Summit county. 

Beginning January 1, 2005, the Darke county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Darke county except within the municipal corporation of 
Bradford. 

The Defiance municipal court has jurisdiction within Defiance county. 
The Delaware municipal court has jurisdiction within Delaware county. 
The Eaton municipal court has jurisdiction within Preble county. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
711 

The Elyria municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Grafton, LaGrange, and North Ridgeville, and within Elyria, 
Carlisle, Eaton, Columbia, Grafton, and LaGrange townships, in Lorain 
county. 

Beginning January 1, 2008, the Erie county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Erie county except within the townships of Florence, 
Huron, Perkins, and Vermilion and the municipal corporations of Bay View, 
Castalia, Huron, Sandusky, and Vermilion. 

The Fairborn municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporation of Beavercreek and within Bath and Beavercreek townships in 
Greene county. 

Beginning January 2, 2000, the Fairfield county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Fairfield county. 

The Findlay municipal court has jurisdiction, until Januazy 2, 2024, 
within all of Hancock county except within Washington township, and on 
and after Januazy 2, 2024. within all of Hancock county. 

The Franklin municipal court has jurisdiction within Franklin township 
in Warren county. 

The Franklin county municipal court has jurisdiction within Franklin 
county. 

The Fremont municipal court has jurisdiction within Ballville and 
Sandusky townships in Sandusky county. 

Beginning January 1, 2024, the Fulton county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Fulton county. 

The Gallipolis municipal court has jurisdiction within Gallia county. 
The Garfield Heights municipal court has jurisdiction within the 

municipal corporations of Maple Heights, Walton Hills, Valley View, 
Cuyahoga Heights, Newburgh Heights, Independence, and Brecksville in 
Cuyahoga county. 

The Girard municipal court has jurisdiction within Liberty, Vienna, and 
Hubbard townships in Trumbull county. 

The Hamilton municipal court has jurisdiction within Ross and St. Clair 
townships in Butler county. 

The Hamilton county municipal court has jurisdiction within Hamilton 
county. 

The Hardin county municipal court has jurisdiction within Hardin 
county. 

The Hillsboro municipal court has jurisdiction within all of Highland 
county except within Madison township. 

The Hocking county municipal court has jurisdiction within Hocking 
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county. 
The Holmes county municipal court has jurisdiction within Holmes 

county. 
The Huron municipal court has jurisdiction within all of Huron 

township in Erie county except within the municipal corporation of 
Sandusky. 

The Ironton municipal court has jurisdiction within Aid, Decatur, 
Elizabeth, Hamilton, Lawrence, Upper, and Washington townships in 
Lawrence county. 

The Jackson county municipal court has jurisdiction within Jackson 
county. 

The Kettering municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Centerville and Moraine, and within Washington township, 
in Montgomery county. 

Until January 2, 2000, the Lancaster municipal court has jurisdiction 
within Fairfield county. 

The Lawrence county municipal court has jurisdiction within the 
townships of Fayette, Mason, Perry, Rome, Symmes, Union, and Windsor in 
Lawrence county. 

The Lebanon municipal court has jurisdiction within Turtlecreek 
township in Warren county. 

The Licking county municipal court has jurisdiction within Licking 
county. 

The Lima municipal court has jurisdiction within Allen county. 
The Lorain municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 

corporation of Sheffield Lake, and within Sheffield township, in Lorain 
county. 

The Lyndhurst municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Mayfield Heights, Gates Mills, Mayfield, Highland Heights, 
and Richmond Heights in Cuyahoga county. 

The Madison county municipal court has jurisdiction within Madison 
county. 

The Mansfield municipal court has jurisdiction within Madison, 
Springfield, Sandusky, Franklin, Weller, Mifflin, Troy, Washington, 
Monroe, Perry, Jefferson, and Worthington townships, and within sections 
35-36-31 and 32 of Butler township, in Richland county. 

The Marietta municipal court has jurisdiction within Washington 
county. 

The Marion municipal court has jurisdiction within Marion county. 
The Marysville municipal court has jurisdiction within Union county. 
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The Mason municipal court has jurisdiction within Deerfield township 
in Warren county. 

The Massillon municipal court has jurisdiction within Bethlehem, Perry, 
Sugar Creek, Tuscarawas, Lawrence, and Jackson townships in Stark 
county. 

The Maumee municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Waterville and Whitehouse, within Waterville and 
Providence townships, and within those portions of Springfield, Monclova, 
and Swanton townships lying south of the northerly boundary line of the 
Ohio turnpike, in Lucas county. 

The Medina municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Briarwood Beach, Brunswick, Chippewa-on-the-Lake, and 
Spencer and within the townships of Brunswick Hills, Chatham, Granger, 
Hinckley, Lafayette, Litchfield, Liverpool, Medina, Montville, Spencer, and 
York townships, in Medina county. 

The Mentor municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporation of Mentor-on-the-Lake in Lake county. 

The Miami county municipal court has jurisdiction within Miami county 
and within the part of the municipal corporation of Bradford that is located 
in Darke county. 

The Miamisburg municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Germantown and West Carrollton, and within German and 
Miami townships in Montgomery county. 

The Middletown municipal court has jurisdiction within Madison 
township, and within all of Lemon township, except within the municipal 
corporation of Monroe, in Butler county. 

Beginning July 1, 2010, the Montgomery county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within all of Montgomery county except for the municipal 
corporations of Centerville, Clayton, Dayton, Englewood, Germantown, 
Kettering, Miamisburg, Moraine, Oakwood, Union, Vandalia, and West 
Carrollton and Butler, German, Harrison, Miami, and Washington 
townships. 

Beginning January 1, 2003, the Morrow county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Morrow county. 

The Mount Vernon municipal court has jurisdiction within Knox 
county. 

The Napoleon municipal court has jurisdiction within Henry county. 
The New Philadelphia municipal court has jurisdiction within the 

municipal corporation of Dover, and within Auburn, Bucks, Fairfield, 
Goshen, Jefferson, Warren, York, Dover, Franklin, Lawrence, Sandy, 
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Sugarcreek, and Wayne townships in Tuscarawas county. 
The Newton Falls municipal court has jurisdiction within Bristol, 

Bloomfield, Lordstown, Newton, Braceville, Southington, Farmington, and 
Mesopotamia townships in Trumbull county. 

The Niles municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporation of McDonald, and within Weathersfield township in Trumbull 
county. 

The Norwalk municipal court has jurisdiction within all of Huron 
county except within the municipal corporation of Bellevue and except 
within Lyme and Sherman townships. 

The Oberlin municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Amherst, Kipton, Rochester, South Amherst, and 
Wellington, and within Henrietta, Russia, Camden, Pittsfield, Brighton, 
Wellington, Penfield, Rochester, and Huntington townships, and within all 
of Amherst township except within the municipal corporation of Lorain, in 
Lorain county. 

The Oregon municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporation of Harbor View, and within Jerusalem township, in Lucas 
county, and north within Maumee Bay and Lake Erie to the boundary line 
between Ohio and Michigan between the easterly boundary of the court and 
the easterly boundary of the Toledo municipal court. 

The Ottawa county municipal court has jurisdiction within Ottawa 
county. 

The Painesville municipal court has jurisdiction within Painesville, 
Perry, Leroy, Concord, and Madison townships in Lake county. 

The Parma municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Parma Heights, Brooklyn, Linndale, North Royalton, 
Broadview Heights, Seven Hills, and Brooklyn Heights in Cuyahoga 
county. 

Beginning January 1, 2018, the Perry county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Perry county. 

Beginning January 1, 2020, the Paulding county municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Paulding county. 

The Perrysburg municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Luckey, Millbury, Northwood, Rossford, and Walbridge, 
and within Perrysburg, Lake, and Troy townships, in Wood county. 

The Portage county municipal court has jurisdiction within Portage 
county. 

The Portsmouth municipal court has jurisdiction within Scioto county. 
The Putnam county municipal court has jurisdiction within Putnam 
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county. 
The Rocky River municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 

corporations of Bay Village, Westlake, Fairview Park, and North Olmsted, 
and within Riveredge township, in Cuyahoga county. 

The Sandusky municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Castalia and Bay View, and within Perkins township, in Erie 
county. 

BeginniHg laffl:tary 1, 2013, the 8aHdusky eouHty muHiei13al eourt has 
jurisdietioH withia all of Saadusky eouaty exee13t withia the muaiei13al 
eoF13oratioas of Belle•ltle EtRd FremoRt EtRd Ballville, Saadusky, aad York 
tov1ashi13s. 

The Shaker Heights municipal court has jurisdiction within the 
municipal corporations of University Heights, Beachwood, Pepper Pike, and 
Hunting Valley in Cuyahoga county. 

The Shelby municipal court has jurisdiction within Sharon, Jackson, 
Cass, Plymouth, and Blooming Grove townships, and within all of Butler 
township except sections 35-36-31 and 32, in Richland county. 

The Sidney municipal court has jurisdiction within Shelby county. 
Beginning January 1, 2009, the Stow municipal court has jurisdiction 

within Boston, Hudson, Northfield Center, Sagamore Hills, and Twinsburg 
townships, and within the municipal corporations of Boston Heights, 
Cuyahoga Falls, Hudson, Munroe Falls, Northfield, Peninsula, 
Reminderville, Silver Lake, Stow, Tallmadge, Twinsburg, and Macedonia, 
in Summit county. 

The Struthers municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Lowellville, New Middleton, and Poland, and within Poland 
and Springfield townships in Mahoning county. 

The Sylvania municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Berkey and Holland, and within Sylvania, Richfield, 
Spencer, and Harding townships, and within those portions of Swanton, 
Monclova, and Springfield townships lying north of the northerly boundary 
line of the Ohio turnpike, in Lucas county. 

Beginning January 1, 2014, the Tiffin-Fostoria municipal court has 
jurisdiction within Adams, Big Spring, Bloom, Clinton, Eden, Hopewell, 
Jackson, Liberty, Loudon, Pleasant, Reed, Scipio, Seneca, Thompson, and 
Venice townships in Seneca county, and beginning on Januaiy 1, 2014, and 
until Januaiy 2, 2024, has jurisdiction within Washington township in 
Hancock county, and within Perry township, except within the municipal 
corporation of West Millgrove, in Wood county. 

The Toledo municipal court has jurisdiction within Washington 
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township, and within the municipal corporation of Ottawa Hills, in Lucas 
county. 

The Upper Sandusky municipal court has jurisdiction within Wyandot 
county. • 

The Vandalia municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Clayton, Englewood, and Union, and within Butler, 
Harrison, and Randolph townships, in Montgomery county. 

The Van Wert municipal court has jurisdiction within Van Wert county. 
The Vermilion municipal court has jurisdiction within the townships of 

Vermilion and Florence in Erie county and within all of Brownhelm 
township except within the municipal corporation of Lorain, in Lorain 
county. 

The Wadsworth municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Gloria Glens Park, Lodi, Seville, and Westfield Center, and 
within Guilford, Harrisville, Homer, Sharon, Wadsworth, and Westfield 
townships in Medina county. 

The Warren municipal court has jurisdiction within Warren and 
Champion townships, and within all of Howland township except within the 
municipal corporation of Niles, in Trumbull county. 

The Washington Court House municipal court has jurisdiction within 
Fayette county. 

The Wayne county municipal court has jurisdiction within Wayne 
county. 

The Willoughby municipal court has jurisdiction within the municipal 
corporations of Eastlake, Wickliffe, Willowick, Willoughby Hills, Kirtland, 
Kirtland Hills, Waite Hill, Timberlake, and Lakeline, and within Kirtland 
township, in Lake county. 

Through June 30, 1992, the Wilmington municipal court has jurisdiction 
within Clinton county. 

The Xenia municipal court has jurisdiction within Caesarcreek, 
Cedarville, Jefferson, Miami, New Jasper, Ross, Silvercreek, Spring Valley, 
Sugarcreek, and Xenia townships in Greene county. 

(C) As used in this section: 
(1) "Within a township" includes all land, including, but not limited to, 

any part of any municipal corporation, that is physically located within the 
territorial boundaries of that township, whether or not that land or municipal 
corporation is governmentally a part of the township. 

(2) "Within a municipal corporation" includes all land within the 
territorial boundaries of the municipal corporation and any townships that 
are coextensive with the municipal corporation. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 33 135th G.A. 
717 

Sec. 1901.021. (A) Except as otherwise provided in division (M) of this 
section, the judge or judges of any municipal court established under 
division (A) of section 1901.01 of the Revised Code having territorial 
jurisdiction outside the corporate limits of the municipal corporation in 
which it is located may sit outside the corporate limits of the municipal 
corporation within the area of its territorial jurisdiction. 

(B) Two or more of the judges of the Hamilton county municipal court 
may be assigned by the presiding judge of the court to sit outside the 
municipal corporation of Cincinnati. 

(C) Two of the judges of the Portage county municipal court shall sit 
within the municipal corporation of Ravenna, and one of the judges shall sit 
within the municipal corporation of Kent. The judges may sit in other 
incorporated areas of Portage county. 

(D) The judges of the Wayne county municipal court shall sit within the 
municipal corporation of Wooster and may sit in other incorporated areas of 
Wayne county. 

(E) The judge of the Auglaize county municipal court shall sit within 
the municipal corporations of Wapakoneta and St. Marys and may sit in 
other incorporated areas in Auglaize county. 

(F) At least one of the judges of the Miami county municipal court shall 
sit within the muni~ipal corporations of Troy, Piqua, and Tipp City, and the 
judges may sit in other incorporated areas of Miami county. 

(G) The judge of the Crawford county municipal court shall sit within 
the municipal corporations of Bucyrus and Galion and may sit in other 
incorporated areas in Crawford county. 

(H) The judge of the Jackson county municipal court shall sit within the 
municipal corporations of Jackson and Wellston and may sit in other 
incorporated areas in Jackson county. 

(I) Each judge of the Columbiana county municipal court may sit within 
the municipal corporation of Lisbon, Salem, or East Palestine until the 
judges jointly select a central location within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the court. When the judges select a central location, the judges shall sit at 
that location. 

(J) In any municipal court, other than the Hamilton county municipal 
court and the Montgomery county municipal court, that has more than one 
judge, the decision for one or more judges to sit outside the corporate limits 
of the municipal corporation shall be made by rule of the court as provided 
in division (C) of sections 1901.14 and 1901.16 of the Revised Code. 

(K) The assignment of a judge to sit in a municipal corporation other 
than that in which the court is located does not affect the jurisdiction of the 
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mayor except as provided in section 1905.01 of the Revised Code. 
(L) The judges of the Clermont county municipal court may sit in any 

municipal corporation or unincorporated territory within Clermont county. 
(M) Beginning July 1, 2010, the judges of the Montgomery county 

municipal court shall sit in the same locations as the judges of the 
Montgomery county county court sat before the county court was abolished 
on that date. The legislative authority of the Montgomery county municipal 
court may determine after that date that the judges of the Montgomery 
county municipal court shall sit in any municipal corporation or 
unincorporated territory within Montgomery county. 

(N) The judge of the Tiffin-Fostoria municipal court shall sit within 
each of the municipal corporations of Tiffin and Fostoria on a weekly basis. 
Cases that arise within the municipal corporation of Tiffin and within 
Adams, Big Spring, Bloom, Clinton, Eden, Hopewell, Liberty, Pleasant, 
Reed, Scioto, Seneca, Thompson, and Venice townships in Seneca county 
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the court located in the municipal 
corporation of Tiffin. Cases that arise in the municipal corporation of 
Fostoria and within Loudon and Jackson townships in Seneca county, withiH 
'NashiHgtoH towHship iH HaHeoek eotlftty, aHd withiH Perry to•NHship, e~teept 
withiH the muHieipal eorporatioH of \llest Millgro•re, iH \l/ood eouHty, shall 
be filed in the office of the special deputy clerk located in the municipal 
corporation of Fostoria. Until Januaty 2, 2024, cases that arise within 
Washington township in Hancock county, and within Perry township, except 
within the municipal corporation of West Millgrove, in Wood county, shall 
be filed in the office of the special deputy clerk located in. the municipal 
corporation of Fostoria. 

(0) The judge of the Fulton county municipal court shall sit within each 
of the municipal corporations of Wauseon and Swanton on a weekly basis. 
Cases that arise within the municipal corporation of Wauseon and within 
Chesterfield, Clinton, Dover, Franklin, German, and Gorham townships in 
Fulton county shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the court located in 
the municipal corporation of Wauseon. Cases that arise in the municipal 
corporation of Swanton and within Amboy, Fulton, Pike, Swan Creek, 
Royalton, and York townships shall be filed in the office of the special 
deputy clerk located in the municipal corporation of Swanton. 

Sec. 1901.041. (A) Except as authorized by or provided in division (B) 
of section 1901.181 of the Revised Code, all cases filed after the institution 
of a housing or environmental division of a municipal court and over which 
the division has jurisdiction shall be assigned by the administrative judge of 
the municipal court to the judge of the division. Any cases pending in the 
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municipal court at the time the division is instituted and over which the 
division has jurisdiction shall be reassigned to the judge of the division, if 
the administrative judge determines that reassignment will not delay the trial 
of the case and that reassignment is in the best interests of the parties. 

(B) The Hamilton county municipal court may refer a case ef tke ty13e 
deserieed ifl divisiefl (B)(3) ef seetiefl 2301.03 ef tke R:evised Cede to the 
drug court judge of the court of common pleas of Hamilton county f3'l:H'SttaBt 
ta that divisiefl if the case is of a type that is eligible for admission into the 
drug court under the local rule adopted by the court of common pleas under 
division (B)(3) of section 2301.03 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1901.07. (A) All municipal court judges shall be elected on the 
nonpartisan ballot for terms of six years. In a municipal court in which only 
one judge is to be elected in any one year, that judge's term commences on 
the first day of January after the election. In a municipal court in which two 
or more judges are to be elected in any one year, their terms commence on 
successive days beginning the first day of January, following the election, 
unless otherwise provided by section 1901.08 of the Revised Code. 

(B) All candidates for municipal court judge may be nominated either 
by nominating petition or by primary election, except that if the jurisdiction 
of a municipal court extends only to the corporate limits of the municipal 
corporation in which the court is located and that municipal corporation 
operates under a charter, all candidates shall be nominated in the same 
manner provided in the charter for the office of municipal court judge or, if 
no specific provisions are made in the charter for the office of municipal 
court judge, in the same manner as the charter prescribes for the nomination 
and election of the legislative authority of the municipal corporation. 

If the jurisdiction of a municipal court extends beyond the corporate 
limits of the municipal corporation in which it is located or if the jurisdiction 
of the court does not extend beyond the corporate limits of the municipal 
corporation in which it is located and no charter provisions apply, all 
candidates for party nomination to the office of municipal court judge shall 
file a declaration of candidacy and petition not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election in the form prescribed 
by section 3513.07 of the Revised Code. The petition shall conform to the 
requirements provided for those petitions of candidacy contained in section 
3513.05 of the Revised Code, except that the petition shall be signed by at 
least fifty electors of the territory of the court. If no valid declaration of 
candidacy is filed for nomination as a candidate of a political party for 
election to the office of municipal court judge, or if the number of persons 
filing the declarations of candidacy for nominations as candidates of one 
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political party for election to the office does not exceed the number of 
candidates that that party is entitled to nominate as its candidates for 
election to the office, no primary election shall be held for the purpose of 
nominating candidates of that party for election to the office, and the 
candidates shall be issued certificates of nomination in the manner set forth 
in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code. 

If the jurisdiction of a municipal court extends beyond the corporate 
limits of the municipal corporation in which it is located or if the jurisdiction 
of the court does not extend beyond the corporate limits of the municipal 
corporation in which it is located and no charter provisions apply, 
nonpartisan candidates for the office of municipal court judge shall file 
nominating petitions not later than four p.m. of the day before the day of the 
primary election in the form prescribed by section 3513.261 of the Revised 
Code. The petition shall conform to the requirements provided for those 
petitions of candidacy contained in section 3513.257 of the Revised Code, 
except that the petition shall be signed by at least fifty electors of the 
territory of the court. 

The nominating petition or declaration of candidacy for a municipal 
court judge shall contain a designation of the term for which the candidate 
seeks election. At the following regular municipal election, the candidacies 
of the judges nominated shall be submitted to the electors of the territory on 
a nonpartisan, judicial ballot in the same manner as provided for judges of 
the court of common pleas, except that, in a municipal corporation operating 
under a charter, all candidates for municipal court judge shall be elected in 
conformity with the charter if provisions are made in the charter for the 
election of municipal court judges. 

(C) Notwithstanding divisions (A) and (B) of this section, in the 
following municipal courts, the judges shall be nominated and elected as 
follows: 

(1) In the Cleveland municipal court, the judges shall be nominated only 
by petition. The petition shall be signed by at least fifty electors of the 
territory of the court. It shall be in the statutory form and shall be filed in the 
manner and within the time prescribed by the charter of the city of 
Cleveland for filing petitions of candidates for municipal offices. Each 
elector shall have the right to sign petitions for as many candidates as are to 
be elected, but no more. The judges shall be elected by the electors of the 
territory of the court in the manner provided by law for the election of 
judges of the court of common pleas. 

(2) In the Toledo municipal court, the judges shall be nominated only by 
petition. The petition shall be signed by at least fifty electors of the territory 
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of the court. It shall be in the statutory form and shall be filed in the manner 
and within the time prescribed by the charter of the city of Toledo for filing 
nominating petitions for city council. Each elector shall have the right to 
sign petitions for as many candidates as are to be elected, but no more. The 
judges shall be elected by the electors of the territory of the court in the 
manner provided by law for the election of judges of the court of common 
pleas. 

(3) In the Akron municipal court, the judges shall be nominated only by 
petition. The petition shall be signed by at least fifty electors of the territory 
of the court. It shall be in statutory form and shall be filed in the manner and 
within the time prescribed by the charter of the city of Akron for filing 
nominating petitions of candidates for municipal offices. Each elector shall 
have the right to sign petitions for as many candidates as are to be elected, 
but no more. The judges shall be elected by the electors of the territory of 
the court in the manner provided by law for the election of judges of the 
court of common pleas. 

(4) In the Hamilton county municipal court, the judges shall be 
nominated only by petition. The petition shall be signed by at least one 
hundred electors of the judicial district of the county from which the 
candidate seeks election, which petitions shall be signed and filed not later 
than four p.m. of the day before the day of the primary election in the form 
prescribed by section 3513.261 of the Revised Code. Unless otherwise 
provided in this section, the petition shall conform to the requirements 
provided for nominating petitions in section 3 513.257 of the Revised Code. 
The judges shall be elected by the electors of the relative judicial district of 
the county at the regular municipal election and in the manner provided by 
law for the election ofjudges of the court of common pleas. 

(5) In the Franklin county municipal court, the judges shall be 
nominated only by petition. The petition shall be signed by at least fifty 
electors of the territory of the court. The petition shall be in the statutory 
form and shall be filed in the manner and within the time prescribed by the 
charter of the city of Columbus for filing petitions of candidates for 
municipal offices. The judges shall be elected by the electors of the territory 
of the court in the manner provided by law for the election of judges of the 
court of common pleas. 

(6) In the Auglaize, Brown, Carroll, Clermont, Crawford, Hocking, 
Jackson, Lawrence, Madison, Miami, Morrow, Paulding, Perry, Putnam, 
SEtHdusky, and Wayne county municipal courts, the judges shall be 
nominated only by petition. The petitions shall be signed by at least fifty 
electors of the territory of the court and shall conform to the provisions of 
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this section. 
(D) In the Portage county municipal court, the judges shall be 

nominated either by nominating petition or by primary election, as provided 
in division (B) of this section. 

(E) As used in this section, as to an election for either a full or an 
unexpired term, "the territory within the jurisdiction of the court" means that 
territory as it will be on the first day of January after the election. 

Sec. 1901.08. The number of, and the time for election of, judges of the 
following municipal courts and the beginning of their terms shall be as 
follows: 

In the Akron municipal court, two full-time judges shall be elected in 
1951, two full-time judges shall be elected in 1953, one full-time judge shall 
be elected in 1967, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1975. 

In the Alliance municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 

In the Ashland municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951. 

In the Ashtabula municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 

In the Athens county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1967. 

In the Auglaize county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1975. 

In the Avon Lake municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 2017. On and after September 15, 2014, the part-time judge of the Avon 
Lake municipal court who was elected in 2011 shall serve as a full-time 
judge of the court until the end of that judge's term on December 31, 2017. 

In the Barberton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1969, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Bedford municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1975, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1979. 

In the Bellefontaine municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1993. 

In the Bellevue municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1951. 

In the Berea municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
2005. 

In the Bowling Green municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1983. 

In the Brown county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
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elected in 2005. Beginning February 9, 2003, the part-time judge of the 
Brown county county court that existed prior to that date whose term 
commenced on January 2, 2001, shall serve as the full-time judge of the 
Brown county municipal court until December 31, 2005. 

In the Bryan municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1965. 

In the Cambridge municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951. 

In the Campbell municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1963. 

In the Canton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, one full-time judge shall be elected in 1969, and two full-time judges 
shall be elected in 1977. 

In the Carroll county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2009. Beginning January 1, 2007, the judge elected in 2006 to the 
part-time judgeship of the Carroll county county court that existed prior to 
that date shall serve as the full-time judge of the Carroll county municipal 
court until December 31, 2009. 

In the Celina municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Champaign county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2001. 

In the Chardon municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1963. 

In the Chillicothe municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1977. 

In the Circleville municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 

In the Clark county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1989, and two full-time judges shall be elected in 1991. The full-time 
judges of the Springfield municipal court who were elected in 1983 and 
1985 shall serve as the judges of the Clark county municipal court from 
January 1, 1988, until the end of their respective terms. 

In the Clermont county municipal court, two full-time judges shall be 
elected in 1991, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1999. 

In the Cleveland municipal court, six full-time judges shall be elected in 
1975, three full-time judges shall be elected in 1953, and four full-time 
judges shall be elected in 1955. 

In the Cleveland Heights municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1957. 
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In the Clinton county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1997. The full-time judge of the Wilmington municipal court who 
was elected in 1991 shall serve as the judge of the Clinton county municipal 
court from July 1, 1992, until the end of that judge's term on December 31, 
1997. 

In the Columbiana county municipal court, two full-time judges shall be 
elected in 2001. 

In the Conneaut municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 

In the Coshocton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951. 

In the Crawford county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1977. 

In the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1953, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1967. Effective 
December 31, 2008, the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court shall cease to exist; 
however, the judges of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court who were 
elected pursuant to this section in 2003 and 2007 for terms beginning on 
January 1, 2004, and January 1, 2008, respectively, shall serve as full-time 
judges of the Stow municipal court until December 31, 2009, and December 
31, 2013, respectively. 

In the Darke county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2005. Beginning January 1, 2005, the part-time judge of the Darke 
county county court that existed prior to that date whose term began on 
January 1, 2001, shall serve as the full-time judge of the Darke county 
municipal court until December 31, 2005. 

In the Dayton municipal court, three full-time judges shall be elected in 
1987, their terms to commence on successive days beginning on the first day 
of January next after their election, and two full-time judges shall be elected 
in 1955, their terms to commence on successive days beginning on the 
second day of January next after their election. 

In the Defiance municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Delaware municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 2007. 

In the East Cleveland municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1957. 

In the Eaton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1973. 

In the Elyria municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
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1955, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1973. 
In the Erie county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 

in 2007. 
In the Euclid municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1951. 
In the Fairborn municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1977, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 2023. 
In the Fairfield county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 

elected in 2003, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 2005. 
In the Fairfield municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1989. 
In the Findlay municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1955, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1993. 
In the Franklin municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 

1951. 
In the Franklin county municipal court, two full-time judges shall be 

elected in 1969, three full-time judges shall be elected in 1971, seven 
full-time judges shall be elected in 1967, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1975, one full-time judge shall be elected in 1991, and one full-time judge 
shall be elected in 1997. 

In the Fremont municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1975. 

In the Fulton county municipal court to be established on January 1, 
2024, one full-time judge shall be elected in 2023. 

In the Gallipolis municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1981. 

In the Garfield Heights municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1981. 

In the Girard municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1963. 

In the Hamilton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 

In the Hamilton county municipal court, five full-time judges shall be 
elected in 1967, five full-time judges shall be elected in 1971, two full-time 
judges shall be elected in 1981, and two full-time judges shall be elected in 
1983. All terms of judges of the Hamilton county municipal court shall 
commence on the first day of January next after their election, except that 
the terms of the additiohal judges to be elected in 1981 shall commence on 
January 2, 1982, and January 3, 1982, and that the terms of the additional 
judges to be elected in 1983 shall commence on January 4, 1984, and 
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January 5, 1984. 
In the Hardin county municipal court, one part-time judge shall be 

elected in 1989. 
In the Hillsboro municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

2011. On and after December 30, 2008, the part-time judge of the Hillsboro 
municipal court who was elected in 2005 shall serve as a full-time judge of 
the court until the end of that judge's term on December 31, 2011. 

In the Hocking county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1977. 

In the Holmes county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2007. Beginning January I, 2007, the part-time judge of the 
Holmes county county court that existed prior to that date whose term 
commenced on January 1, 2007, shall serve as the full-time judge of the 
Holmes county municipal court until December 31, 2007. 

In the Huron municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1967. 

In the Ironton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951. 

In the Jackson county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2001. On and after March 31, 1997, the part-time judge of the 
Jackson county municipal court who was elected in 1995 shall serve as a 
full-time judge of the court until the end of that judge's term on December 
31, 2001. 

In the Kettering municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1971, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1975. 

In the Lakewood municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1955. 

In the Lancaster municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1979. Beginning January 2, 
2000, the full-time judges of the Lancaster municipal court who were 
elected in 1997 and 1999 shall serve as judges of the Fairfield county 
municipal court until the end of those judges' terms. 

In the Lawrence county municipal court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1981. 

In the Lebanon municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1955. 

In the Licking county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Lima municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1967. 
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In the Lorain municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1973. 

In the Lyndhurst municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Madison county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1981. 

In the Mansfield municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1969. 

In the Marietta municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Marion municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951. 

In the Marysville municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
2011. On and after January 18, 2007, the part-time judge of the Marysville 
municipal court who was elected in 2005 shall serve as a full-time judge of 
the court until the end of that judge's term on December 31, 2011. 

In the Mason municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1965. 

In the Massillon municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Maumee municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1963. 

In the Medina municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Mentor municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1971. 

In the Miami county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1975, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1979. 

In the Miamisburg municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951. 

In the Middletown municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1953. 

In the Montgomery county municipal court: 
One judge shall be elected in 2011 to a part-time judgeship for a term to 

begin on January 1, 2012. If any one of the other judgeships of the court 
becomes vacant and is abolished after July 1, 2010, this judgeship shall 
become a full-time judgeship on that date. If only one other judgeship of the 
court becomes vacant and is abolished as of December 31, 2021, this 
judgeship shall be abolished as of that date. Beginning July 1, 2010, the 
part-time judge of the Montgomery county county court that existed before 
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that date whose term commenced on January 1, 2005, shall serve as a 
part-time judge of the Montgomery county municipal court until December 
31, 2011. 

One judge shall be elected in 2011 to a full-time judgeship for a term to 
begin on January 2, 2012, and this judgeship shall be abolished on January 
1, 2016. Beginning July 1, 2010, the part-time judge of the Montgomery 
county county court that existed before that date whose term commenced on 
January 2, 2005, shall serve as a full-time judge of the Montgomery county 
municipal court until January 1, 2012. 

One judge shall be elected in 2013 to a full-time judgeship for a term to 
begin on January 2, 2014. Beginning July 1, 2010, the part-time judge of the 
Montgomery county county court that existed before that date whose term 
commenced on January 2, 2007, shall serve as a full-time judge of the 
Montgomery county municipal court until January 1, 2014. 

One judge shall be elected in 2013 to a judgeship for a term to begin on 
January 1, 2014. If no other judgeship of the court becomes vacant and is 
abolished by January 1, 2014, this judgeship shall be a part-time judgeship. 
When one or more of the other judgeships of the court becomes vacant and 
is abolished after July 1, 2010, this judgeship shall become a full-time 
judgeship. Beginning July 1, 2010, the part-time judge of the Montgomery 
county county court that existed before that date whose term commenced on 
January 1, 2007, shall serve as this judge of the Montgomery county 
municipal court until December 31, 2013. 

If any one of the judgeships of the court becomes vacant before 
December 31, 2021, that judgeship is abolished on the date that it becomes 
vacant, and the other judges of the court shall be or serve as full-time 
judges. The abolishment of judgeships for the Montgomery county 
municipal court shall cease when the court has two full-time judgeships. 

In the Morrow county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2005. Beginning January 1, 2003, the part-time judge of the 
Morrow county county court that existed prior to that date shall serve as the 
full-time judge of the Morrow county municipal court until December 31, 
2005. 

In the Mount Vernon municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1951. 

In the Napoleon municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
2005. 

In the New Philadelphia municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1975. 

In the Newton Falls municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
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in 1963. 
In the Niles municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1951. 
In the Norwalk municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1975. 
In the Oakwood municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 

1953. 
In the Oberlin municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1989. 
In the Oregon municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1963. 
In the Ottawa county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 

elected in 1995, and the full-time judge of the Port Clinton municipal court 
who is elected in 1989 shall serve as the judge of the Ottawa county 
municipal court from February 4, 1994, until the end of that judge's term. 

In the Painesville municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951. 

In the Parma municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, one full-time judge shall be elected in 1967, and one full-time judge 
shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Paulding county municipal court to be established on January 1, 
2020, one full-time judge shall be elected in 2019. 

In the Perry county municipal court to be established on January 1, 
2018, one full-time judge shall be elected in 2017. 

In the Perrysburg municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1977. 

In the Portage county municipal court, two full-time judges shall be 
elected in 1979, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Port Clinton municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1953. The full-time judge of the Port Clinton municipal court who is 
elected in 1989 shall serve as the judge of the Ottawa county municipal 
court from February 4, 1994, until the end of that judge's term. 

In the Portsmouth municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1985. 

In the Putnam county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2011. Beginning January 1, 2011, the part-time judge of the 
Putnam county county court that existed prior to that date whose term 
commenced on January 1, 2007, shall serve as the full-time judge of the 
Putnam county municipal court until December 31, 2011. 

In the Rocky River municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
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in 1957, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 
In the Sandusky municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

1953. 
In the Sendttsky eottnty ffittnieif)el eottrt, one full tiffle jttdge shell ee 

eleeted in 2013. Beginning on Jenttery 1, 2013, the two f)ert tiffle jttdges of 
the Sendttsky eottnty eottnt)• eottrt that eJtisted f)rior to that date shell serve 
es f)ert tiFH.e jttdges of the Sendttsky eottnty fflttnieif)el eottrt ttntil DeeeFH.eer 
31, 2013. If either jttdgeshif) eeeoFH.es 11eeent eefore Jenttery 1, 2014, that 
jttdgeshif) is eeolished on the date it eeeoFH.es veeent, end the f)erson vtho 
holds the other jttdgeshif) shell sen'e es the full tiffle jttdge of the 8endttsky 
eottnty FH.ttnieif)el eottrt ttntil Deeeffl0er 31, 2013. 

In the Shaker Heights municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1957. 

In the Shelby municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Sidney municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1995. 

In the South Euclid municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1999. The part-time judge elected in 1993, whose term commenced on 
January 1, 1994, shall serve until December 31, 1999, and the office of that 
judge is abolished on January 1, 2000. 

In the Springfield municipal court, two full-time judges shall be elected 
in 1985, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1983, all of whom shall 
serve as the judges of the Springfield municipal court through December 31, 
1987, and as the judges of the Clark county municipal court from January 1, 
1988, until the end of their respective terms. 

In the Steubenville municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1953. 

In the Stow municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
2009, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 2013. Beginning January 1, 
2009, the judge of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court that existed prior to 
that date whose term commenced on January 1, 2008, shall serve as a 
full-time judge of the Stow municipal court until December 31, 2013. 
Beginning January 1, 2009, the judge of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court 
that existed prior to that date whose term commenced on January 1, 2004, 
shall serve as a full-time judge of the Stow municipal court until December 
31, 2009. 

In the Struthers municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1963. 

In the Sylvania municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 

https://eeeoFH.es
https://eeeoFH.es
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1963. 
In the Tiffin-Fostoria municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 

elected in 2013. 
In the Toledo municipal court, two full-time judges shall be elected in 

1971, four full-time judges shall be elected in 1975, and one full-time judge 
shall be elected in 1973. 

In the Upper Sandusky municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2011. The part-time judge elected in 2005, whose term 
commenced on January 1, 2006, shall serve as a full-time judge on and after 
January 1, 2008, until the expiration of that judge's term on December 31, 
2011, and the office of that judge is abolished on January 1, 2012. 

In the Vandalia municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1959. 

In the Van Wert municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1957. 

In the Vermilion municipal court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1965. 

In the Wadsworth municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1981. 

In the Warren municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1971. 

In the Washington Court House municipal court, one full-time judge 
shall be elected in 1999. The part-time judge elected in 1993, whose term 
commenced on January 1, 1994, shall serve until December 31, 1999, and 
the office of that judge is abolished on January 1, 2000. 

In the Wayne county municipal court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 1975, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 1979. 

In the Willoughby municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951. 

In the Wilmington municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1991, who shall serve as the judge of the Wilmington municipal court 
through June 30, 1992, and as the judge of the Clinton county municipal 
court from July 1, 1992, until the end of that judge's term on December 31, 
1997. 

In the Xenia municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1977. 

In the Youngstown municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected 
in 1951, and one full-time judge shall be elected in 2013. 

In the Zanesville municipal court, one full-time judge shall be elected in 
1953. 
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Sec. 1901.31. The clerk and deputy clerks of a municipal court shall be 
selected, be compensated, give bond, and have powers and duties as 
follows: 

(A) There shall be a clerk of the court who is appointed or elected as 
follows: 

(l)(a) Except in the Akron, Barberton, Toledo, Columbiana county, 
Hamilton county, Miami county, Montgomery county, Portage county, and 
Wayne county municipal courts and through December 31, 2008, the 
Cuyahoga Falls municipal court, if the population of the territory equals or 
exceeds one hundred thousand at the regular municipal election immediately 
preceding the expiration of the term of the present clerk, the clerk shall be 
nominated and elected by the qualified electors of the territory in the manner 
that is provided for the nomination and election of judges in section 1901.07 
of the Revised Code. 

The clerk so elected shall hold office for a term of six years, which term 
shall commence on the first day of January following the clerk's election and 
continue until the clerk's successor is elected and qualified. 

(b) In the Hamilton county municipal court, the clerk of courts of 
Hamilton county shall be the clerk of the municipal court and may appoint 
an assistant clerk who shall receive the compensation, payable out of the 
treasury of Hamilton county in semimonthly installments, that the board of 
county commissioners prescribes. The clerk of courts of Hamilton county, 
acting as the clerk of the Hamilton county municipal court and assuming the 
duties of that office, shall receive compensation at one-fourth the rate that is 
prescribed for the clerks of courts of common pleas as determined in 
accordance with the population of the county and the rates set forth in 
sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the Revised Code. This compensation shall be 
paid from the county treasury in semimonthly installments and is in addition 
to the annual compensation that is received for the performance of the duties 
of the clerk of courts of Hamilton county, as provided in sections 325.08 and 
325.18 of the Revised Code. 

(c) In the Portage county and Wayne county municipal courts, the clerks 
of courts of Portage county and Wayne county shall be the clerks, 
respectively, of the Portage county and Wayne county municipal courts and 
may appoint a chief deputy clerk for each branch that is established pursuant 
to section 1901.311 of the Revised Code and assistant clerks as the judges of 
the municipal court determine are necessary, all of whom shall receive the 
compensation that the legislative authority prescribes. The clerks of courts 
of Portage county and Wayne county, acting as the clerks of the Portage 
county and Wayne county municipal courts and assuming the duties of these 
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offices, shall receive compensation payable from the county treasury in 
semimonthly installments at one-fourth the rate that is prescribed for the 
clerks of courts of common pleas as determined in accordance with the 
population of the county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 
325.18 of the Revised Code. 

(d) In the Montgomery county and Miami county municipal courts, the 
clerks of courts of Montgomery county and Miami county shall be the 
clerks, respectively, of the Montgomery county and Miami county 
municipal courts. The clerks of courts of Montgomery county and Miami 
county, acting as the clerks of the Montgomery county and Miami county 
municipal courts and assuming the duties of these offices, shall receive 
compensation at one-fourth the rate that is prescribed for the clerks of courts 
of common pleas as determined in accordance with the population of the 
county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 325.18 of the Revised 
Code. This compensation shall be paid from the county treasury in 
semimonthly installments and is in addition to the annual compensation that 
is received for the performance of the duties of the clerks of courts of 
Montgomery county and Miami county, as provided in sections 325.08 and 
325.18 of the Revised Code. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(l )( e) of this section, in 
the Akron municipal court, candidates for election to the office of clerk of 
the court shall be nominated by primary election. The primary election shall 
be held on the day specified in the charter of the city of Akron for the 
nomination of municipal officers. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of 
section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised Code, the declarations of 
candidacy and petitions of partisan candidates and the nominating petitions 
of independent candidates for the office of clerk of the Akron municipal 
court shall be signed by at least fifty qualified electors of the territory of the 
court. 

The candidates shall file a declaration of candidacy and petition, or a 
nominating petition, whichever is applicable, not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, in the form prescribed 
by section 3513.07 or 3513.261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of 
candidacy and petition, or the nominating petition, shall conform to the 
applicable requirements of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised 
Code. 

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by any person 
for nomination as a candidate of a particular political party for election to 
the office of clerk of the Akron municipal court, a primary election shall not 
be held for the purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for election 
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to that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of candidacy and 
petition for nomination as a candidate of a particular political party for 
election to that office, a primary election shall not be held for the purpose of 
nominating a candidate of that party for election to that office, and the 
candidate shall be issued a certificate of nomination in the manner set forth 
in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code. 

Declarations of candidacy and petitions, nominating petitions, and 
certificates of nomination for the office of clerk of the Akron municipal 
court shall contain a designation of the term for which the candidate seeks 
election. At the following regular municipal election, all candidates for the 
office shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court 
in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the Revised Code for 
the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so elected shall hold office 
for a term of six years, which term shall commence on the first day of 
January following the clerk's election and continue until the clerk's 
successor is elected and qualified. 

(f) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(l )(f) of this section, in 
the Barberton municipal court, candidates for election to the office of clerk 
of the court shall be nominated by primary election. The primary election 
shall be held on the day specified in the charter of the city of Barberton for 
the nomination of municipal officers. Notwithstanding any contrary 
provision of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised Code, the 
declarations of candidacy and petitions of partisan candidates and the 
nominating petitions of independent candidates for the office of clerk of the 
Barberton municipal court shall be signed by at least fifty qualified electors 
of the territory of the court. 

The candidates shall file a declaration of candidacy and petition, or a 
nominating petition, whichever is applicable, not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, in the form prescribed 
by section 3513.07 or 3513.261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of 
candidacy and petition, or the nominating petition, shall conform to the 
applicable requirements of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised 
Code. 

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by any person 
for nomination as a candidate of a particular political party for election to 
the office of clerk of the Barberton municipal court, a primary election shall 
not be held for the purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for 
election to that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of 
candidacy and petition for nomination as a candidate of a particular political 
party for election to that office, a primary election shall not be held for the 
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purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for election to that office, 
and the candidate shall be issued a certificate of nomination in the manner 
set forth in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code. 

Declarations of candidacy and petitions, nominating petitions, and 
certificates of nomination for the office of clerk of the Barberton municipal 
court shall contain a designation of the term for which the candidate seeks 
election. At the following regular municipal election, all candidates for the 
office shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court 
in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the Revised Code for 
the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so elected shall hold office 
for a term of six years, which term shall commence on the first day of 
January following the clerk's election and continue until the clerk's 
successor is elected and qualified. 

(g)(i) Through December 31, 2008, except as otherwise provided in 
division (A)(l )(g)(i) of this section, in the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court, 
candidates for election to the office of clerk of the court shall be nominated 
by primary election. The primary election shall be held on the day specified 
in the charter of the city of Cuyahoga Falls for the nomination of municipal 
officers. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of section 3513.05 or 
3513.257 of the Revised Code, the declarations of candidacy and petitions 
of partisan candidates and the nominating petitions of independent 
candidates for the office of clerk of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court 
shall be signed by at least fifty qualified electors of the territory of the court. 

The candidates shall file a declaration of candidacy and petition, or a 
nominating petition, whichever is applicable, not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, in the form prescribed 
by section 3513.07 or 3513.261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of 
candidacy and petition, or the nominating petition, shall conform to the 
applicable requirements of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised 
Code. 

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by any person 
for nomination as a candidate of a particular political party for election to 
the office of clerk of the Cuyahoga Falls municipal court, a primary election 
shall not be held for the purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for 
election to that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of 
candidacy and petition for nomination as a candidate of a particular political 
party for election to that office, a primary election shall not be held for the 
purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for election to that office, 
and the candidate shall be issued a certificate of nomination in the manner 
set forth in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code. 
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Declarations of candidacy and petitions, nominating petitions, and 
certificates of nomination for the office of clerk of the Cuyahoga Falls 
municipal court shall contain a designation of the term for which the 
candidate seeks election. At the following regular municipal election, all 
candidates for the office shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
territory of the court in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the 
Revised Code for the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so elected 
shall hold office for a term of six years, which term shall commence on the 
first day of January following the clerk's election and continue until the 
clerk's successor is elected and qualified. 

(ii) Division (A)(l )(g)(i) of this section shall have no effect after 
December 31, 2008. 

(h) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(l )(h) of this section, in 
the Toledo municipal court, candidates for election to the office of clerk of 
the court shall be nominated by primary election. The primary election shall 
be held on the day specified in the charter of the city of Toledo for the 
nomination of municipal officers. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of 
section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised Code, the declarations of 
candidacy and petitions of partisan candidates and the nominating petitions 
of independent candidates for the office of clerk of the Toledo municipal 
court shall be signed by at least fifty qualified electors of the territory of the 
court. 

The candidates shall file a declaration of candidacy and petition, or a 
nominating petition, whichever is applicable, not later than four p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, in the form prescribed 
by section 3513.07 or 3513.261 of the Revised Code. The declaration of 
candidacy and petition, or the nominating petition, shall conform to the 
applicable requirements of section 3513.05 or 3513.257 of the Revised 
Code. 

If no valid declaration of candidacy and petition is filed by any person 
for nomination as a candidate of a particular political party for election to 
the office of clerk of the Toledo municipal court, a primary election shall 
not be held for the purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for 
election to that office. If only one person files a valid declaration of 
candidacy and petition for nomination as a candidate of a particular political 
party for election to that office, a primary election shall not be held for the 
purpose of nominating a candidate of that party for election to that office, 
and the candidate shall be issued a certificate of nomination in the manner 
set forth in section 3513.02 of the Revised Code. 

Declarations of candidacy and petitions, nominating petitions, and 
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certificates of nomination for the office of clerk of the Toledo municipal 
court shall contain a designation of the term for which the candidate seeks 
election. At the following regular municipal election, all candidates for the 
office shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the territory of the court 
in the manner that is provided in section 1901.07 of the Revised Code for 
the election of the judges of the court. The clerk so elected shall hold office 
for a term of six years, which term shall commence on the first day of 
January following the clerk's election and continue until the clerk's 
successor is elected and qualified. 

(i) In the Columbiana county municipal court, the clerk of courts of 
Columbiana county shall be the clerk of the municipal court, may appoint a 
chief deputy clerk for each branch office that is established pursuant to 
section 1901.311 of the Revised Code, and may appoint any assistant clerks 
that the judges of the court determine are necessary. All of the chief deputy 
clerks and assistant clerks shall receive the compensation that the legislative 
authority prescribes. The clerk of courts of Columbiana county, acting as the 
clerk of the Columbiana county municipal court and assuming the duties of 
that office, shall receive in either biweekly installments or semimonthly 
installments, as determined by the payroll administrator, compensation 
payable from the county treasury at one-fourth the rate that is prescribed for 
the clerks of courts of common pleas as determined in accordance with the 
population of the county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 
325.18 of the Revised Code. 

(2)(a) Except for the Alliance, Auglaize county, Brown county, Holmes 
county, Perry county, Putnam county, Saadusky eouaty, Lima, Lorain, 
Massillon, and Youngstown municipal courts, in a municipal court for 
which the population of the territory is less than one hundred thousand, the 
clerk shall be appointed by the court, and the clerk shall hold office until the 
clerk's successor is appointed and qualified. 

(b) In the Alliance, Lima, Lorain, Massillon, and Youngstown 
municipal courts, the clerk shall be elected for a term of office as described 
in division (A)(l)(a) of this section. 

(c) In the Auglaize county, Brown county, Holmes county, Perry 
county, and Putnam county, aad Saadusky eouaty municipal courts, the 
clerks of courts of Auglaize county, Brown county, Holmes county, Perry 
county, and Putnam county, aad Saadusk)• eouaty shall be the clerks, 
respectively, of the Auglaize county, Brown county, Holmes county, Perry 
county, and Putnam county, aad Saadusky eouaty municipal courts and may 
appoint a chief deputy clerk for each branch office that is established 
pursuant to section 1901.311 of the Revised Code, and assistant clerks as the 
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judge of the court determines are necessary, all of whom shall receive the 
compensation that the legislative authority prescribes. The clerks of courts 
of Auglaize county, Brown county, Holmes county, Perry county, and 
Putnam county, ffi'½Ei 8ffi:'½&usky eettftty, acting as the clerks of the Auglaize 
county, Brown county, Holmes county, Perry county, and Putnam county, 
ffi'½Ei 8aB:&usky eeuBty municipal courts and assuming the duties of these 
offices, shall receive compensation payable from the county treasury in 
semimonthly installments at one-fourth the rate that is prescribed for the 
clerks of courts of common pleas as determined in accordance with the 
population of the county and the rates set forth in sections 325.08 and 
325.18 of the Revised Code. 

(3) During the temporary absence of the clerk due to illness, vacation, or 
other proper cause, the court may appoint a temporary clerk, who shall be 
paid the same compensation, have the same authority, and perform the same 
duties as the clerk. 

(B) Except in the Hamilton county, Montgomery county, Miami county, 
Portage county, and Wayne county municipal courts, if a vacancy occurs in 
the office of the clerk of the Alliance, Lima, Lorain, Massillon, or 
Youngstown municipal court or occurs in the office of the clerk of a 
municipal court for which the population of the territory equals or exceeds 
one hundred thousand because the clerk ceases to hold the office before the 
end of the clerk's term or because a clerk-elect fails to take office, the 
vacancy shall be filled, until a successor is elected and qualified, by a person 
chosen by the residents of the territory of the court who are members of the 
county central committee of the political party by which the last occupant of 
that office or the clerk-elect was nominated. Not less than five nor more 
than fifteen days after a vacancy occurs, those members of that county 
central committee shall meet to make an appointment to fill the vacancy. At 
least four days before the date of the meeting, the chairperson or a secretary 
of the county central committee shall notify each such member of that 
county central committee by first class mail of the date, time, and place of 
the meeting and its purpose. A majority of all such members of that county 
central committee constitutes a quorum, and a majority of the quorum is 
required to make the appointment. If the office so vacated was occupied or 
was to be occupied by a person not nominated at a primary election, or if the 
appointment was not made by the committee members in accordance with 
this division, the court shall make an appointment to fill the vacancy. A 
successor shall be elected to fill the office for the unexpired term at the first 
municipal election that is held more than one hundred thirty-five days after 
the vacancy occurred. 
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(C)(l) In a municipal court, other than the Auglaize county, the Brown 
county, the Holmes county, the Perry county, the Putnam county, #te 
8aadusky eouaty, and the Lorain municipal courts, for which the population 
of the territory is less than one hundred thousand, the clerk of the municipal 
court shall receive the annual compensation that the presiding judge of the 
court prescribes, if the revenue of the court for the preceding calendar year, 
as certified by the auditor or chief fiscal officer of the municipal corporation 
in which the court is located or, in the case of a county-operated municipal 
court, the county auditor, is equal to or greater than the expenditures, 
including any debt charges, for the operation of the court payable under this 
chapter from the city treasury or, in the case of a county-operated municipal 
court, the county treasury for that calendar year, as also certified by the 
auditor or chief fiscal officer. If the revenue of a municipal court, other than 
the Auglaize county, the Brown county, the Columbiana county, the Perry 
county, the Putnam county, the 8aadusky eouaty, and the Lorain municipal 
courts, for which the population of the territory is less than one hundred 
thousand for the preceding calendar year as so certified is not equal to or 
greater than those expenditures for the operation of the court for that 
calendar year as so certified, the clerk of a municipal court shall receive the 
annual compensation that the legislative authority prescribes. As used in this 
division, "revenue" means the total of all costs and fees that are collected 
and paid to the city treasury or, in a county-operated municipal court, the 
county treasury by the clerk of the municipal court under division (F) of this 
section and all interest received and paid to the city treasury or, in a 
county-operated municipal court, the county treasury in relation to the costs 
and fees under division (G) of this section. 

(2) In a municipal court, other than the Columbiana county, Hamilton 
county, Montgomery county, Miami county, Portage county, and Wayne 
county municipal courts, for which the population of the territory is one 
hundred thousand or more, and in the Lorain municipal court, the clerk of 
the municipal court shall receive annual compensation in a sum equal to 
eighty-five per cent of the salary of a judge of the court. 

(3) The compensation of a clerk described in division (C)(l) or (2) of 
this section and of the clerk of the Columbiana county municipal court is 
payable in either semimonthly installments or biweekly installments, as 
determined by the payroll administrator, from the same sources and in the 
same manner as provided in section 1901.11 of the Revised Code, except 
that the compensation of the clerk of the Carroll county municipal court is 
payable in biweekly installments. 

(D) Before entering upon the duties of the clerk's office, the clerk of a 
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municipal court shall give bond of not less than six thousand dollars to be 
determined by the judges of the court, conditioned upon the faithful 
performance of the clerk's duties. 

(E) The clerk of a municipal court may do all of the following: 
administer oaths, take affidavits, and issue executions upon any judgment 
rendered in the court, including a judgment for unpaid costs; issue, sign, and 
attach the seal of the court to all writs, process, subpoenas, and papers 
issuing out of the court; and approve all bonds, sureties, recognizances, and 
undertakings fixed by any judge of the court or by law. The clerk may refuse 
to accept for filing any pleading or paper submitted for filing by a person 
who has been found to be a vexatious litigator under section 2323.52 of the 
Revised Code and who has failed to obtain leave to proceed under that 
section. The clerk shall do all of the following: file and safely keep all 
journals, records, books, and papers belonging or appertaining to the court; 
record the proceedings of the court; perform all other duties that the judges 
of the court may prescribe; and keep a book showing all receipts and 
disbursements, which book shall be open for public inspection at all times. 

The clerk shall prepare and maintain a general index, a docket, and 
other records that the court, by rule, requires, all of which shall be the public 
records of the court. In the docket, the clerk shall enter, at the time of the 
commencement of an action, the names of the parties in full, the names of 
the counsel, and the nature of the proceedings. Under proper dates, the clerk 
shall note the filing of the complaint, issuing of summons or other process, 
returns, and any subsequent pleadings. The clerk also shall enter all reports, 
verdicts, orders, judgments, and proceedings of the court, clearly specifying 
the relief granted or orders made in each action. The court may order an 
extended record of any of the above to be made and entered, under the 
proper action heading, upon the docket at the request of any party to the 
case, the expense of which record may be taxed as costs in the case or may 
be required to be prepaid by the party demanding the record, upon order of 
the court. 

(F) The clerk of a municipal court shall receive, collect, and issue 
receipts for all costs, fees, fines, bail, and other moneys payable to the office 
or to any officer of the court. The clerk shall on or before the twentieth day 
of the month following the month in which they are collected disburse to the 
proper persons or officers, and take receipts for, all costs, fees, fines, bail, 
and other moneys that the clerk collects. Subject to sections 307.515 and 
4511.193 of the Revised Code and to any other section of the Revised Code 
that requires a specific manner of disbursement of any moneys received by a 
municipal court and except for the Hamilton county, Lawrence county, and 
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Ottawa county municipal courts, the clerk shall pay all fines received for 
violation of municipal ordinances into the treasury of the municipal 
corporation the ordinance of which was violated and shall pay all fines 
received for violation of township resolutions adopted pursuant to section 
503.52 or 503.53 or Chapter 504. of the Revised Code into the treasury of 
the township the resolution of which was violated. Subject to sections 
1901.024 and 4511.193 of the Revised Code, in the Hamilton county, 
Lawrence county, and Ottawa county municipal courts, the clerk shall pay 
fifty per cent of the fines received for violation of municipal ordinances and 
fifty per cent of the fines received for violation of township resolutions 
adopted pursuant to section 503.52 or 503.53 or Chapter 504. of the Revised 
Code into the treasury of the county. Subject to sections 307.515, 4511.19, 
and 5503.04 of the Revised Code and to any other section of the Revised 
Code that requires a specific manner of disbursement of any moneys 
received by a municipal court, the clerk shall pay all fines collected for the 
violation of state laws into the county treasury. Except in a county-operated 
municipal court, the clerk shall pay all costs and fees the disbursement of 
which is not otherwise provided for in the Revised Code into the city 
treasury. The clerk of a county-operated municipal court shall pay the costs 
and fees the disbursement of which is not otherwise provided for in the 
Revised Code into the county treasury. Moneys deposited as security for 
costs shall be retained pending the litigation. The clerk shall keep a separate 
account of all receipts and disbursements in civil and criminal cases, which 
shall be a permanent public record of the office. On the expiration of the 
term of the clerk, the clerk shall deliver the records to the clerk's successor. 
The clerk shall have other powers and duties as are prescribed by rule or 
order of the court. 

(G) All moneys paid into a municipal court shall be noted on the record 
of the case in which they are paid and shall be deposited in a state or 
national bank, as defined in section 1101.01 of the Revised Code, that is 
selected by the clerk. Any interest received upon the deposits shall be paid 
into the city treasury, except that, in a county-operated municipal court, the 
interest shall be paid into the treasury of the county in which the court is 
located. 

On the first Monday in January of each year, the clerk shall make a list 
of the titles of all cases in the court that were finally determined more than 
one year past in which there remains unclaimed in the possession of the 
clerk any funds, or any part of a deposit for security of costs not consumed 
by the costs in the case. The clerk shall give notice of the moneys to the 
parties who are entitled to the moneys or to their attorneys of record. All the 
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moneys remaining unclaimed that are for restitution payments for crime 
victims shall be sent to the reparations fund created under section 2743.191 
of the Revised Code, with a list from the clerk or other officer responsible 
for the collection and distribution of restitution payments specifying the 
amounts and individual identifying information of the funds. All other 
moneys remaining unclaimed on the first day of April of each year shall be 
paid by the clerk to the city treasurer, except that, in a county-operated 
municipal court, the moneys shall be paid to the treasurer of the county in 
which the court is located. The treasurer shall pay any part of the moneys at 
any time to the person who has the right to the moneys upon proper 
certification of the clerk. 

(H) Deputy clerks of a municipal court other than the Carroll county 
municipal court may be appointed by the clerk and shall receive the 
compensation, payable in either biweekly installments or semimonthly 
installments, as determined by the payroll administrator, out of the city 
treasury, that the clerk may prescribe, except that the compensation of any 
deputy clerk of a county-operated municipal court shall be paid out of the 
treasury of the county in which the court is located. The judge of the Carroll 
county municipal court may appoint deputy clerks for the court, and the 
deputy clerks shall receive the compensation, payable in biweekly 
installments out of the county treasury, that the judge may prescribe. Each 
deputy clerk shall take an oath of office before entering upon the duties of 
the deputy clerk's office and, when so qualified, may perform the duties 
appertaining to the office of the clerk. The clerk may require any of the 
deputy clerks to give bond of not less than three thousand dollars, 
conditioned for the faithful performance of the deputy clerk's duties. 

(I) For the purposes of this section, whenever the population of the 
territory of a municipal court falls below one hundred thousand but not 
below ninety thousand, and the population of the territory prior to the most 
recent regular federal census exceeded one hundred thousand, the legislative 
authority of the municipal corporation may declare, by resolution, that the 
territory shall be considered to have a population of at least one hundred 
thousand. 

(J) The clerk or a deputy clerk shall be in attendance at all sessions of 
the municipal court, although not necessarily in the courtroom, and may 
administer oaths to witnesses and jurors and receive verdicts. 

Sec. 1907 .11. (A) Each county court district shall have the following 
county court judges, to be elected as follows: 

In the Adams county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1982. 
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In the Ashtabula county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1980, and one part-time judge shall be elected in 1982. 

In the Belmont county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1992, term to commence on January 1, 1993, and two part-time judges 
shall be elected in 1994, terms to commence on January 1, 1995, and 
January 2, 1995, respectively. 

In the Butler county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1992, term to commence on January 1, 1993, and two part-time judges shall 
be elected in 1994, terms to commence on January 1, 1995, and January 2, 
1995, respectively. 

Until December 31, 2007, in the Erie county county court, one part-time 
judge shall be elected in 1982. Effective January 1, 2008, the Erie county 
county court shall cease to exist. 

In the Harrison county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1982. 

In the Highland county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1982. 

In the Jefferson county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1992, term to commence on January 1, 1993, and two part-time 
judges shall be elected in 1994, terms to commence on January 1, 1995, and 
January 2, 1995, respectively. 

In the Mahoning county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1992, term to commence on January 1, 1993, and three part-time 
judges shall be elected in 1994, terms to commence on January 1, 1995, 
January 2, 1995, and January 3, 1995, respectively. 

In the Meigs county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1982. 

In the Monroe county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1982. 

In the Morgan county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1982. 

In the Muskingum county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1980, and one part-time judge shall be elected in 1982. 

In the Noble county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1982. 

In the Pike county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected in 
1982. 

Umil Deeeffieer 31, 2006, iB: tae S1tB:d1:1sky eoUB:ty eot1R-ty eot1rt, tv10 
part time jt1dges shall ae eleeted iB: 1994, terms to eommeB:ee OB: JaB:t1ary 1, 
1995, ltftd JaB:t1ary 2, 1995, respeeti'+•ely. The jt1dges eleeted iB: 2006 shall 
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serYe UHtil December 31, 2012. The Sandusky eouHty eouHt)' court shall 
cease to exist on January 1, 2013. 

In the Sandusky county county court, one full-time judge shall be 
elected in 2024, term to commence on January 2, 2025. Effective January 2, 
2025, notwithstanding division (A)(6) of section 141.04 of the Revised 
Code and division (A) of section 1907.16 of the Revised Code, the full-time 
judge of the Sandusky county county court under this section shall receive 
the compensation set forth in division (A)(5) of section 141.04 of the 
Revised Code. 

In the Trumbull county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1992, and one part-time judge shall be elected in 1994. 

In the Tuscarawas county county court, one part-time judge shall be 
elected in 1982. 

In the Vinton county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1982. 

In the Warren county county court, one part-time judge shall be elected 
in 1980, and one part-time judge shall be elected in 1982. 

(B)(l) Additional judges shall be elected at the next regular election for 
a county court judge as provided in section 1907 .13 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Vacancies caused by the death or the resignation from, forfeiture of, 
or removal from office of a judge shall be filled in accordance with section 
107.08 of the Revised Code, except as provided in section 1907.15 of the 
Revised Code. 

Sec. 2101.16. (A) Except as provided in section 2101.164 of the 
Revised Code, the fees enumerated in this division shall be charged and 
collected, if possible, by the probate judge and shall be in full for all 
services rendered in the respective proceedings: 

(1) Account, in addition to advertising charges 
$12.00 

Waivers and proof of notice of hearing on account, per 
page, minimum one dollar 

$ 1.00 
(2) Account of distribution, in addition to advertising 

charges 
$ 7.00 

(3) Adoption of child, petition for 
$20.00 

(4) Alter or cancel contract for sale or purchase ofreal 
property, complaint to 

$20.00 
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(5) Application and order not otherwise provided for in this 
section or by rule adopted pursuant to division (E) of 
this section 

(6) Appropriation suit, per day, hearing in 

(7) Birth, application for registration of 

(8) Birth record, application to correct 

(9) Bond, application for new or additional 

(10) Bond, application for release of surety or reduction of 

(11) Bond, receipt for securities deposited in lieu of 

(12) Certified copy ofjournal entry, record, or proceeding, 
per page, minimum fee one dollar 

(13) Citation and issuing citation, application for 

(14) Change of name, petition for 

(15) Claim, application of administrator or executor for 
allowance of administrator's or executor's own 

(16) Claim, application to compromise or settle 

(17) Claim, authority to present 

(18) Commissioner, appointment of 

(19) Compensation for extraordinary services and attorney's 
fees for fiduciary, application for 

(20) Competency, application to procure adjudication of 

(21) Complete contract, application to 

(22) Concealment of assets, citation for 

135th G.A. 

$ 5.00 

$20.00 

$ 7.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 1.00 

$ 5.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 
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(23) Construction of will, complaint for 

(24) Continue decedent's business, application to 

Monthly reports of operation 

(25) Declaratory judgment, complaint for 

(26) Deposit of will 

(27) Designation of heir 

(28) Distribution in kind, application, assent, and order for 

(29) Distribution under section 2109.36 of the Revised 
Code, application for an order of 

(30) Docketing and indexing proceedings, including the 
filing and noting of all necessary documents, maximum 
fee, fifteen dollars 

(31) Exceptions to any proceeding named in this section, 
contest of appointment or 

(32) Election of surviving partner to purchase assets of 
partnership, proceedings relating to 

(33) Election of surviving spouse under will 

(34) Fiduciary, including an assignee or trustee of an 
insolvent debtor or any guardian or conservator 
accountable to the probate court, appointment of 

(35) Foreign will, application to record 

Record of foreign will, additional, per page 

(36) Forms when supplied by the probate court, not to 
exceed 

135th G.A. 

$10.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 

$ 5.00 

$20.00 

$ 5.00 

$20.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 7.00 

$15.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$ 5.00 

$35.00 

$10.00 

$ 1.00 
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(3 7) Heirship, complaint to determine 

(38) Injunction proceedings 

(39) Improve real property, petition to 

(40) Inventory with appraisement 

(41) Inventory without appraisement 

(42) Investment or expenditure of funds, application for 

(43) Invest in real property, application to 

(44) Lease for oil, gas, coal, or other mineral, petition to 

(45) Lease or lease and improve real property, petition to 

(46) Marriage license 

Certified abstract of each marriage 

(47) Minor or incompetent person, etc., disposal of estate 
under twenty-five thousand dollars of 

(48) Mortgage or mortgage and repair or improve real 
property, complaint to 

(49) Newly discovered assets, report of 

(50) Nomesident executor or administrator to bar creditors' 
claims, proceedings by 

(51) Power of attorney or revocation of power, bonding 
company 

(52) Presumption of death, petition to establish 

(53) Probating will 

135th G.A. 

$10.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 

$ 7.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 

$ 2.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 

,$ 7.00 

$20.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 
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Proof of notice to beneficiaries 

(54) Purchase personal property, application of surviving 
spouse to 

(55) Purchase real property at appraised value, petition of 
surviving spouse to 

(56) Receipts in addition to advertising charges, application 
and order to record 

Record of those receipts, additional, per page 

(57) Record in excess of fifteen hundred words in any 
proceeding in the probate court, per page 

(58) Release of estate by mortgagee or other lienholder 

(59) Relieving an estate from administration under section 
2113.03 of the Revised Code or granting an order for a 
summary release from administration under section 
2113 .031 of the Revised Code 

(60) Removal of fiduciary, application for 

(61) Requalification of executor or administrator 

(62) Resignation of fiduciary 

(63) Sale bill, public sale of personal property 

(64) Sale of personal property and report, application for 

(65) Sale of real property, petition for 

(66) Terminate guardianship, petition to 

(67) Transfer of real property, application, entry, and 
certificate for 

135th G.A. 

$15.00 

$ 5.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 

$ 5.00 

$ 1.00 

$ 1.00 

$ 5.00 

$60.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$ 5.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$25.00 

$10.00 
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$ 7.00 
(68) Unclaimed money, application to invest 

$ 7.00 
(69) Vacate approval of account or order of distribution, 

motion to 
$10.00 

(70) Writ of execution 
$ 5.00 

(71) Writ of possession 
$ 5.00 

(72) Wrongful death, application and settlement of claim for 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $20.00 
(73) Year's allowance, petition to review 

$ 7.00 
(74) Guardian's report, filing and review of 

$ 5.00 
(75) Person with a mental illness subject to court order, 

filing of affidavit and proceedings for 
...................................................................................... $25.00 

(B)(l) In relation to an application for the appointment of a guardian or 
the review of a report of a guardian under section 2111.49 of the Revised 
Code, the probate court, pursuant to court order or in accordance with a 
court rule, may direct that the applicant or the estate pay any or all of the 
expenses of an investigation conducted pursuant to section 2111.041 or 
division (A)(2) of section 2111.49 of the Revised Code. If the investigation 
is conducted by a public employee or investigator who is paid by the county, 
the fees for the investigation shall be paid into the county treasury. If the 
court finds that an alleged incompetent or a ward is indigent, the court may 
waive the costs, fees, and expenses of an investigation. 

(2) In relation to the appointment or functioning of a guardian for a 
minor or the guardianship of a minor, the probate court may direct that the 
applicant or the estate pay any or all of the expenses of an investigation 
conducted pursuant to section 2111.042 of the Revised Code. If the 
investigation is conducted by a public employee or investigator who is paid 
by the county, the fees for the investigation shall be paid into the county 
treasury. If the court finds that the guardian or applicant is indigent, the 
court may waive the costs, fees, and expenses of an investigation. 

(3) In relation to the filing of an affidavit of mental illness for a person 
with a mental illness subject to court order, the court may waive the fee 
under division (A)(75) of this section if the court finds that the affiant is 
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indigent or for good cause shown. 
(C) Thirty dollars of the thirty-five-dollar fee collected pursuant to 

division (A)(34) of this section and twenty dollars of the sixty-dollar fee 
collected pursuant to division (A)(59) of this section shall be deposited by 
the county treasurer in the indigent guardianship fund created pursuant to 
section 2111.51 of the Revised Code. 

(D) The fees of witnesses, jurors, sheriffs, coroners, and constables for 
services rendered in the probate court or by order of the probate judge shall 
be the same as provided for similar services in the court of common pleas. 

(E) The probate court, by rule, may require an advance deposit for costs, 
not to exceed one hundred twenty-five dollars, at the time application is 
made for an appointment as executor or administrator or at the time a will is 
presented for probate. 

(F)(l) The "putative father registry fund" is hereby created in the state 
treasury. The department of job and family services shall use the money in 
the fund to fund the department's costs of performing its duties related to the 
putative father registry established under section 3107.062 of the Revised 
Code. 

(2) If the department determines that money in the putative father 
registry fund is more than is needed for its duties related to the putative 
father registry, the department may use the surplus moneys in the fund as 
permitted in division tfry@ of section 2151.3534 2151.3527, elivisieH (B) 
efseetieH 2151.3535, or section 5103.155 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2105.16. No person who is capable of inheriting shall be deprived 
of the inheritance by reason of any of the person's ancestors having been 
aliens. AlieHs Except as provided in section 5301.256 of the Revised Code. 
aliens may hold, possess, and enjoy real property within this state, either by 
descent, devise, gift, or purchase, as fully as any citizen of the United States 
or of this state may do. 

Sec. 2108.35. (A) There is hereby created within the department of 
health the second chance trust fund advisory committee, consisting of 
thirteeH eleven members. The members shall include the following: 

(1) Tke ekeirs ef the stO:HEliHg eemmittees ef the kease ef 
represeHt0:ti•1es rmel seHete witk primary respeHsiailities fur keelth 
legisletieH; 

t21 One representative of each of the following appointed by the director 
of health: 

(a) An Ohio organ procurement organization that is a member of the 
Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network; 

(b) An Ohio tissue bank that is an accredited member of the American 
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