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major utility facilities that, in the judgment of such person, will be required to supply system
demands during the forecast period. The report from a gas or natural gas utility shall cover the ten-
and five-year periods next succeeding the date of the report, and the report from an electric utility
shall cover the twenty-, ten-, and five-year periods next succeeding the date of the report. Each
report shall be made available to the public and furnished upon request to municipal corporations
and governmental agencies charged with the duty of protecting the environment or of planning land
use. The report shall be in such form and shall contain such information as may be prescribed by the
commission.

Each person not owning or operating a major utility facility within this state and serving
fifteen thousand or fewer gas or natural gas, or electric customers within this state shall furnish such
information as the commission requires.

(7) For electric transmission, a person shall include an evaluation and report of the potential
use of, or investment in, one or more advanced transmission technologies to enable the electric
utility to safely, reliably, efficiently, and cost-effectively meet electric system demand through its
major utility facilities.

The report shall identify which advanced transmission technologies were considered as a
part of the review of the major utility facilities for the next five years. A person shall also include a

cost evaluation comparing costs of traditional transmission investments and costs of advanced

transmission _technologies for the projects considered on the major utility facilities applied
individually, together. or in sequence. The report shall also include an advanced transmission
technology congestion mitigation study to cost-effectively maximize the delivery of energy
resources in the near term that:

(a) Identifies locations on the entity's transmission system where congestion has occurred for
a total of fifty hours per year or more during the last three years or is likely to occur during the next
five vears, including due to planned transmission outages or other factors:

(b) Estimates the frequency of congestion at each location and the increased cost to
ratepayers resulting from the substitution of higher-priced electricity;

(¢) Evaluates the technical feasibility and estimates the cost of installing one or more
advanced transmission technologies to address each instance of grid congestion identified in division
(CY(7)(a) of this section and projects the grid-enhancing technology's efficacy in reducing
congestion;

(d) Analyzes the cost-effectiveness of installing grid-enhancing technologies to address each
instance of congestion identified in division (C)(7)(a) of this section by using the information
developed in division (C)(7)(c) of this section to calculate the payback period of each installation,
using a methodology developed by the commission:

(e) Proposes an implementation plan, including a schedule and cost estimate, to install grid-
enhancing technologies at each congestion point at which the payback period is less than or equal to
a value determined by the commission, in order to maximize transmission system capacity, and
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explains the entity's current line rating methodology.

(D) The commission shall:

(1) Review and comment on the reports filed under division (C) of this section, and make the
information contained in the reports readily available to the public and other interested government

agencies;

(2) Compile and publish each year the general locations of proposed and existing
transmission line routes within its jurisdiction as identified in the reports filed under division (C) of
this section, identifying the general location of such sites and routes and the approximate year when
construction is expected to commence, and to make such information readily available to the public,
to each newspaper of daily or weekly circulation within the area affected by the proposed site and
route, and to interested federal, state, and local agencies;

(3) Hold a public hearing upon the showing of good cause to the commission by an
interested party.

If a hearing is held, the commission shall fix a time for the hearing, which shall be not later
than ninety days after the report is filed, and publish notice of the date, time of day, and location of
the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in each county in which the person furnishing the
report has or intends to locate a major utility facility and will provide service during the period
covered by the report. The notice shall be published not less than fifteen nor more than thirty days
before the hearing and shall state the matters to be considered.

(4) Require such information from persons subject to its jurisdiction as necessary to assist in
the conduct of hearings and any investigation or studies it may undertake;

(5) Conduct any studies or investigations that are necessary or appropriate to carry out its
responsibilities under this section.

(6) Review and evaluate that advanced transmission technologies were properly reported in
accordance with division (C)(7) of this section and allow stakeholders to provide comments.

(7) Approve advanced transmission technology congestion mitigation implementation plans,
including cost recovery.

(E)(1) The scope of the hearing held under division (D)(3) of this section shall be limited to
issues relating to forecasting. The power siting board, the office of consumers' counsel, and all other
persons having an interest in the proceedings shall be afforded the opportunity to be heard and to be
represented by counsel. The commission may adjourn the hearing from time to time.

(2) The hearing shall include, but not be limited to, a review of:

(a) The projected loads and energy requirements for each year of the period;

(b) The estimated installed capacity and supplies to meet the projected load requirements.

(F) Based upon the report furnished pursuant to division (C) of this section and the hearing
record, the commission, within ninety days from the close of the record in the hearing, shall
determine if:

(1) All information relating to current activities, facilities agreements, and published energy
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policies of the state has been completely and accurately represented,

(2) The load requirements are based on substantially accurate historical information and
adequate methodology;

(3) The forecasting methods consider the relationships between price and energy
consumption;

(4) The report identifies and projects reductions in energy demands due to energy
conservation measures in the industrial, commercial, residential, transportation, and energy
production sectors in the service area;

(5) Utility company forecasts of loads and resources are reasonable in relation to population
growth estimates made by state and federal agencies, transportation, and economic development
plans and forecasts, and make recommendations where possible for necessary and reasonable
alternatives to meet forecasted electric power demand;

(6) The report considers plans for expansion of the regional power grid and the planned
facilities of other utilities in the state;

(7) All assumptions made in the forecast are reasonable and adequately documented.

(G) The commission shall adopt rules under section 111.15 of the Revised Code to establish
criteria for evaluating the long-term forecasts of needs for gas and electric transmission service, to
conduct hearings held under this section, to establish reasonable fees to defray the direct cost of the
hearings and the review process, and such other rules as are necessary and convenient to implement
this section.

(H) The hearing record produced under this section and the determinations of the
commission shall be introduced into evidence and shall be considered in determining the basis of
need for power siting board deliberations under division (A)(1) of section 4906.10 of the Revised
Code. The hearing record produced under this section shall be introduced into evidence and shall be
considered by the commission in its initiation of programs, examinations, and findings under section
4905.70 of the Revised Code, and shall be considered in the commission's determinations with
respect to the establishment of just and reasonable rates under section 4909.15 of the Revised Code
and financing utility facilities and authorizing issuance of all securities under sections 4905.40,
4905.401, 4905.41, and 4905.42 of the Revised Code. The forecast findings also shall serve as the
basis for all other energy planning and development activities of the state government where electric
and gas data are required.

(I)(1) No court other than the supreme court shall have power to review, suspend, or delay
any determination made by the commission under this section, or enjoin, restrain, or interfere with
the commission in the performance of official duties. A writ of mandamus shall not be issued against
the commission by any court other than the supreme court.

(2) A final determination made by the commission shall be reversed, vacated, or modified by
the supreme court on appeal, if, upon consideration of the record, such court is of the opinion that
such determination was unreasonable or unlawful.
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The proceeding to obtain such reversal, vacation, or modification shall be by notice of
appeal, filed with the commission by any party to the proceeding before it, against the commission,
setting forth the determination appealed from and errors complained of. The notice of appeal shall be
served, unless waived, upon the commission by leaving a copy at the office of the chairperson of the
commission at Columbus. The court may permit an interested party to intervene by cross-appeal.

(3) No proceeding to reverse, vacate, or modify a determination of the commission is
commenced unless the notice of appeal is filed within sixty days after the date of the determination.

Sec. 5727.01. As used in this chapter:

(A) "Public utility" means each person referred to as a telephone company, telegraph
company, electric company, natural gas company, pipe-line company, water-works company, water
transportation company, heating company, rural electric company, railroad company, combined
company, Or energy company.

(B) "Gross receipts" means the entire receipts for business done by any person from
operations as a public utility, or incidental thereto, or in connection therewith, including any receipts
received under Chapter 4928. of the Revised Code. The gross receipts for business done by an
incorporated company engaged in operation as a public utility includes the entire receipts for
business done by such company under the exercise of its corporate powers, whether from the
operation as a public utility or from any other business.

(C) "Rural electric company" means any nonprofit corporation, organization, association, or
cooperative engaged in the business of supplying electricity to its members or persons owning an
interest therein in an area the major portion of which is rural. "Rural electric company" excludes an
energy company.

(D) Any person:

(1) Is a telegraph company when engaged in the business of transmitting telegraphic
messages to, from, through, or in this state;

(2) Is a telephone company when primarily engaged in the business of providing local
exchange telephone service, excluding cellular radio service, in this state;

(3) Is an electric company when engaged in the business of generating, transmitting, or
distributing electricity within this state for use by others, but excludes a rural electric company or an
energy company;

(4) Is a natural gas company when engaged in the business of supplying or distributing
natural gas for lighting, power, or heating purposes to consumers within this state, excluding a
person that is a governmental aggregator or retail natural gas supplier as defined in section 4929.01
of the Revised Code;

(5) Is a pipe-line company when engaged in the business of transporting natural gas, oil, or
coal or its derivatives through pipes or tubing, either wholly or partially within this state;

(6) Is a water-works company when engaged in the business of supplying water through
pipes or tubing, or in a similar manner, to consumers within this state;
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(7) Is a water transportation company when engaged in the transportation of passengers or
property, by boat or other watercraft, over any waterway, whether natural or artificial, from one
point within this state to another point within this state, or between points within this state and points
without this state;

(8) Is a heating company when engaged in the business of supplying water, steam, or air
through pipes or tubing to consumers within this state for heating purposes;

(9) Is a railroad company when engaged in the business of owning or operating a railroad
either wholly or partially within this state on rights-of-way acquired and held exclusively by such
company, or otherwise, and includes a passenger, street, suburban, or interurban railroad company;

(10) Is an energy company when engaged in the business of generating, transmitting, storing
and releasing, or distributing electricity within this state for use by others solely from an energy
facility with an aggregate nameplate capacity in excess of two hundred fifty kilowatts.

As used in division (D)(2) of this section, "local exchange telephone service" means making
available or furnishing access and a dial tone to all persons within a local calling area for use in
originating and receiving voice grade communications over a switched network operated by the
provider of the service within the area and for gaining access to other telecommunication services.

(E) "Taxable property" means the property required by section 5727.06 of the Revised Code
to be assessed by the tax commissioner, but does not include either of the following:

(1) An item of tangible personal property that for the period subsequent to the effective date
of an air, water, or noise pollution control certificate and continuing so long as the certificate is in
force, has been certified as part of the pollution control facility with respect to which the certificate
has been issued;

(2) An item of tangible personal property that during the construction of a plant or facility
and until the item is first capable of operation, whether actually used in operation or not, is
incorporated in or being held exclusively for incorporation in that plant or facility.

Notwithstanding section 5701.03 of the Revised Code, for tax year 2006 and thereafter,
"taxable property" includes patterns, jigs, dies, and drawings of an electric company or a combined
company for use in the activity of an electric company.

(F) "Taxing district” means a municipal corporation or township, or part thereof, in which
the aggregate rate of taxation is uniform.

(G) "Telecommunications service" has the same meaning as in division (AA) of section
5739.01 of the Revised Code.

(H) "Interexchange telecommunications company" means a person that is engaged in the
business of transmitting telephonic messages to, from, through, or in this state, but that is not a
telephone company.

(I) "Sale and leaseback transaction" means a transaction in which a public utility or
interexchange telecommunications company sells any tangible personal property to a person other
than a public utility or interexchange telecommunications company and leases that property back
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from the buyer.
(J) "Production equipment" means all taxable steam, nuclear, hydraulic, renewable resource,
clean coal technology, and other production plant equipment used to generate_or store and release

electricity. For tax years prior to 2001, "production equipment" includes taxable station equipment
that is located at a production plant.

(K) "Tax year" means the year for which property or gross receipts are subject to assessment
under this chapter. This division does not limit the tax commissioner’s ability to assess and value
property or gross receipts outside the tax year.

(L) "Combined company" means any person engaged in the activity of an electric company
or rural electric company that is also engaged in the activity of a heating company or a natural gas
company, or any combination thereof.

(M) "Public utility property lessor" means any person, other than a public utility or an
interexchange telecommunications company, that leases personal property, other than in a sale and
leaseback transaction, to a public utility, other than a railroad, water transportation, telephone, or
telegraph company if the property would be taxable property if owned by the public utility. A public
utility property lessor is subject to this chapter only for the purposes of reporting and paying tax on
taxable property it leases to a public utility other than a telephone or telegraph company. A public
utility property lessor that leases property to a public utility other than a telephone or telegraph
company is not a public utility, but it shall report its property and be assessed in the same manner as
the utility to which it leases the property.

(N) "Energy resource" means any of the following:

(1) “Renewable energy resource” as defined in section 4928.01 of the Revised Code;

(2) “Clean coal technology™ as described in division (A)(34)(c) of section 4928.01 of the
Revised Code;

(3) *Advanced nuclear technology™ as described in division (A)(34)(d) of section 4928.01 of
the Revised Code;

(4) “Cogeneration technology” as described in division (A)(34)(b) of section 4928.01 of the
Revised Code;

(5) Energy storage system.

(O) "Energy conversion equipment” means tangible personal property connected to a wind
turbine tower, connected to and behind solar radiation collector areas and designed to convert the
radiant energy of the sun into electricity or heat, or connected to any other property used to generate
or store and release electricity from an energy resource, through which electricity is transferred to
controls, transformers, or power electronics and to the transmission interconnection point.

"Energy conversion equipment" includes, but is not limited to, inverters, batteries; switch
gears, wiring, collection lines, substations, ancillary tangible personal property, or any lines and
associated tangible personal property located between substations and the transmission
interconnection point.
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(P) "Energy facility" means one or more interconnected wind turbines, solar panels, energy

storage systems, or other tangible personal property used to generate or store and release electricity
from an energy resource owned by the same person, including:

(1) All interconnection equipment, devices, and related apparatus connected to such tangible
personal property;

(2) All cables, equipment, devices, and related apparatus that connect the generators to an
electricity grid or to a building or facility that directly consumes the electricity produced, that
facilitate the transmission of electrical energy from the generators to the grid, building, or facility,
and, where applicable, that transform voltage before ultimate delivery of clectricity to the grid,
building, or facility.

"Energy facility" includes buildings, structures, improvements, or fixtures exclusively used
to house, support, or stabilize tangible personal property constituting the facility or that are
otherwise necessary for the operation of that property; and so much of the land on which such
tangible personal property is situated as is required for operation of the facility and is not devoted to
some other use, not to exceed, in the case of wind turbines, one-half acre for each wind turbine, and
regardless of whether the land is owned by the owner or lessee of the tangible personal property or
by another person.

(Q) "Nameplate capacity" means the original interconnected maximum rated alternating
current output of a generator or other electric production equipment under specific conditions
designated by the manufacturer, expressed in the number of kilowatts or megawatts.

(R) "Energy storage system" means tangible personal property that permits the storage of
energy for future use as electricity.

Sec. 5727.111. As used in this section, "convert" means to switch fuel input from one energy
source to another and "repower" means to replace enough of the original taxable production
equipment to make an original production facility equivalent to a new facility, such that at least
cighty per cent of the true value of the taxable production equipment is derived from new taxable
production equipment installed as part of the replacement project. The taxable property of each
public utility, except a railroad company, and of each interexchange telecommunications company
shall be assessed at the following percentages of true value:

(A) In the case of a rural electric company, one of the following-fify-:

(1) Fifty per cent in the case of its taxable transmission and distribution property and-its-or
energy conversion equipment first subject to taxation in this state before tax year 2027:

(2) Seven per cent in the case of its taxable production or energy conversion equipment;-and
twenty-five- first subject to taxation in this state for tax year 2027 and thereafter or any other taxable
production equipment that is either converted or repowered;

(3) Twenty-five per cent for-in the case of all its other taxable propertys.

(B) In the case of a telephone or telegraph company, twenty-five per cent for taxable
property first subject to taxation in this state for tax year 1995 or thereafter for tax years before tax
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year 2007, and pursuant to division (H) of section 5711.22 of the Revised Code for tax year 2007
and thereafter, and the following for all other taxable property:

(1) For tax years prior to 2005, eighty-eight per cent;

(2) For tax year 2005, sixty-seven per cent;

(3) For tax year 2006, forty-six per cent;

(4) For tax year 2007 and thereafter, pursuant to division (H) of section 5711.22 of the
Revised Code.

(C) Twenty-five per cent in the case of (1) a natural gas company or (2) a water-works
company for taxable property first subject to taxation in this state for tax year 2017 and thereafter;,

(D) Eighty-eight per cent in the case of a-pipe-line-eompany; a water-works company for
taxable property first subject to taxation in this state before tax year 2017, or a heating companys,
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property;
) For-tax—year2006-and-each-tax-year-thereafter;-in-(E) In the case of an electric company,
eighty-five-one of the following:

(1) Eighty-five per cent in the case of its taxable transmission and distribution property and
energy conversion equipment and-its-energy-conversion-equipment-first subject to taxation in this
state before tax year 2027;

(2) Twenty-five per cent in the case of its other taxable transmission and distribution
propertyand-twenty—four-;

(3) Seven per cent in the case of its taxable production and energy conversion equipment
first subject to taxation in this state for tax year 2027 and thereafter or any other taxable production
equipment that is either converted or repowered;

(4) Twenty-four per cent fer-in the case of all its other taxable property.

(F)(1) Twenty-five per cent in the case of an interexchange telecommunications company for

tax years before tax year 2007,

(2) Pursuant to division (H) of section 5711.22 of the Revised Code for tax year 2007 and
thereafter.

(G) Twenty-five per cent in the case of a water transportation companys.

(H) For-tax—year20H-and-each—tax—year-thereafter—in-In the case of an energy company,

twenty-four-one of the following:
(1) Eighty-five per cent in the case of its taxable preduetion-equipment—-transmission and

distribution property first subject to taxation in this state before tax year 2027;

(2) Twenty-five per cent in the case of its other taxable transmission and distribution
propertyand-eighty-five-;

(3) Seven per cent in the case of its taxable production or energy conversion equipment first
subject to taxation in this state for tax year 2027 and thereafter or any other taxable production
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equipment that is either converted or repowered;

(4) Twenty-four per cent in the case of its other taxable production equipment;

(5) Eighty-five per cent fer-in the case of all its other taxable property.

(I) In the case of a pipeline company. one of the following:

(1) Eighty-eight per cent of its taxable property first subject to taxation in this state before
tax year 2027;

(2) Twenty-five per cent in the case of all its other taxable property.

Sec. 5727.75. (A) For purposes of this section:

(1) "Qualified energy project" means an energy project certified by the director of
development pursuant to this section.

(2) "Energy project" means a project to provide electric power through the construction,
installation, and use of an energy facility.

(3) "Alternative energy zone" means a county declared as such by the board of county
commissioners under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section.

(4) "Full-time equivalent employee” means the total number of employee-hours for which
compensation was paid to individuals employed at a qualified energy project for services performed
at the project during the calendar year divided by two thousand eighty hours. For the purpose of this
calculation, "performed at the project” includes only hours worked at the qualified energy project
and devoted to site preparation or protection, construction and installation, and the unloading and
distribution of materials at the project site, but does not include hours worked by superintendents,
owners, manufacturers' representatives, persons employed in a bona fide executive, management,
supervisory, or administrative capacity, or persons whose sole employment on the project is
transporting materials or persons to the project site.

(5) "Solar energy project" means an energy project composed of an energy facility using
solar panels to generate electricity.

(6) "Internet identifier of record" has the same meaning as in section 9.312 of the Revised
Code.

(7) "Applicable year" means the later of the following:

(a) The tax year in which the secretary of the treasury of the United States, or the secretary's
delegate, determines, in accordance with section 45Y of the Internal Revenue Code, that the annual
greenhouse gas emissions from the production of electricity in the United States are equal to or less
than twenty-five per cent of the annual greenhouse gas emissions from the production of electricity
in the United States for calendar year 2022;

(b) Tax year 2029.

(8) "Internal Revenue Code" means the Internal Revenue Code as of-the-effective-date-of-this
amendment October 3, 2023.

(B)(1) Tangible personal property of a qualified energy project using renewable energy
resources is exempt from taxation for tax years 2011 through the applicable year if all of the
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following conditions are satisfied:

(a) On or before the last day of the tax year preceding the applicable year, the owner or a
lessee pursuant to a sale and leaseback transaction of the project submits an application to the power
siting board for a certificate under section 4906.20 of the Revised Code, or if that section does not
apply, submits an application for any approval, consent, permit, or certificate or satisfies any
condition required by a public agency or political subdivision of this state for the construction or
initial operation of an energy project.

(b) Construction or installation of the energy facility begins on or after January 1, 2009, and
before the first day of the applicable year. For the purposes of this division, construction begins on
the earlier of the date of application for a certificate or other approval or permit described in division
(B)(1)(a) of this section, or the date the contract for the construction or installation of the energy
facility is entered into.

(c) For a qualified energy project with a nameplate capacity of twenty megawatts or greater,
a board of county commissioners of a county in which property of the project is located has adopted
a resolution under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section to approve the application submitted under
division (E) of this section to exempt the property located in that county from taxation. A board's
adoption of a resolution rejecting an application or its failure to adopt a resolution approving the
application does not affect the tax-exempt status of the qualified energy project's property that is
located in another county.

(2) If tangible personal property of a qualified energy project using renewable energy
resources was exempt from taxation under this section beginning in any of tax years 2011 through
the applicable year, and the certification under division (E)(2) of this section has not been revoked,
the tangible personal property of the qualified energy project is exempt from taxation for the tax year
following the applicable year and all ensuing tax years if the property was placed into service before
the first day of the tax year following the applicable year, as certified in the construction progress
report required under division (F)(2) of this section. Tangible personal property that has not been
placed into service before that date is taxable property subject to taxation. An energy project for
which certification has been revoked is ineligible for further exemption under this section.
Revocation does not affect the tax-exempt status of the project's tangible personal property for the
tax year in which revocation occurs or any prior tax year.

(C) Tangible personal property of a qualified energy project using clean coal technology,
advanced nuclear technology, or cogeneration technology is exempt from taxation for the first tax
year that the property would be listed for taxation and all subsequent years if all of the following
circumstances are met:

(1) The property was placed into service before January 1, 2021. Tangible personal property
that has not been placed into service before that date is taxable property subject to taxation.

(2) For such a qualified energy project with a nameplate capacity of twenty megawatts or
greater, a board of county commissioners of a county in which property of the qualified energy
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project is located has adopted a resolution under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section to approve
the application submitted under division (E) of this section to exempt the property located in that
county from taxation. A board's adoption of a resolution rejecting the application or its failure to
adopt a resolution approving the application does not affect the tax-exempt status of the qualified
energy project's property that is located in another county.

(3) The certification for the qualified energy project issued under division (E)(2) of this
section has not been revoked. An energy project for which certification has been revoked is
ineligible for exemption under this section. Revocation does not affect the tax-exempt status of the
project's tangible personal property for the tax year in which revocation occurs or any prior tax year.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this section, real property of a qualified energy project
is exempt from taxation for any tax year for which the tangible personal property of the qualified
energy project is exempted under this section.

(E)(1)(a) A person may apply to the director of development for certification of an energy
project as a qualified energy project on or before the following dates:

(i) The last day of the tax year preceding the applicable year, for an energy project using
renewable energy resources;

(ii) December 31, 2017, for an energy project using clean coal technology, advanced nuclear
technology, or cogeneration technology.

(b) The director shall forward a copy of each application for certification of an energy
project with a nameplate capacity of twenty megawatts or greater to the board of county
commissioners of each county in which the project is located and to each taxing unit with territory
located in each of the affected counties. Any board that receives from the director a copy of an
application submitted under this division shall adopt a resolution approving or rejecting the
application unless it has adopted a resolution under division (E)(1)(c) of this section. A resolution
adopted under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section may require an annual service payment to be
made in addition to the service payment required under division (G) of this section. The sum of the
service payment required in the resolution and the service payment required under division (G) of
this section shall not exceed nine thousand dollars per megawatt of nameplate capacity located in the
county. The resolution shall specify the time and manner in which the payments required by the
resolution shall be paid to the county treasurer. The county treasurer shall deposit the payment to the
credit of the county's general fund to be used for any purpose for which money credited to that fund
may be used.

The board shall send copies of the resolution to the owner of the facility and the director by
certified mail or, if the board has record of an internet identifier of record associated with the owner
or director, by ordinary mail and by that internet identifier of record. The board shall send such
notice within thirty days after receipt of the application, or a longer period of time if authorized by
the director.

(c) A board of county commissioners may adopt a resolution declaring the county to be an
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alternative energy zone and declaring all applications submitted to the director of development under
this division after the adoption of the resolution, and prior to its repeal, to be approved by the board.

All tangible personal property and real property of an energy project with a nameplate
capacity of twenty megawatts or greater is taxable if it is located in a county in which the board of
county commissioners adopted a resolution rejecting the application submitted under this division or
failed to adopt a resolution approving the application under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section.

(2) The director shall certify an energy project if all of the following circumstances exist:

(a) The application was timely submitted.

(b) For an energy project with a nameplate capacity of twenty megawatts or greater, a board
of county commissioners of at least one county in which the project is located has adopted a
resolution approving the application under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this section.

(¢) No portion of the project's facility was used to supply electricity before December 31,
20009.

(d) For construction or installation of a qualified energy project described in division (B)(1)
(b) of this section, that the project is subject to wage requirements described in section 45(b)(7)(A)
of the Internal Revenue Code and apprenticeship requirements described in section 45(b)(8)(A)(i) of
the Internal Revenue Code, provided both of the following apply:

(i) The person applies for such certificate after-the-effeetive-date-of-this-amendment October
3.2023.

(ii) A board of commissioners of at least one county in which the project is located is
required to adopt a resolution approving the application under division (E)(1)(b) or (c) of this
section.

(3) The director shall deny a certification application if the director determines the person
has failed to comply with any requirement under this section. The director may revoke a certification
if the director determines the person, or subsequent owner or lessee pursuant to a sale and leaseback
transaction of the qualified energy project, has failed to comply with any requirement under this
section. Upon certification or revocation, the director shall notify the person, owner, or lessee, the
tax commissioner, and the county auditor of a county in which the project is located of the
certification or revocation. Notice shall be provided in a manner convenient to the director.

(F) The owner or a lessee pursuant to a sale and leaseback transaction of a qualified energy
project shall do each of the following:

(1) Comply with all applicable regulations;

(2) File with the director of development a certified construction progress report before the
first day of March of each year during the energy facility's construction or installation indicating the
percentage of the project completed, and the project's nameplate capacity, as of the preceding thirty-
first day of December. Unless otherwise instructed by the director of development, the owner or
lessee of an energy project shall file a report with the director on or before the first day of March
each year after completion of the energy facility's construction or installation indicating the project's
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nameplate capacity as of the preceding thirty-first day of December. Not later than sixty days after
June 17, 2010, the owner or lessee of an energy project, the construction of which was completed
before June 17, 2010, shall file a certificate indicating the project's nameplate capacity.

(3) File with the director of development, in a manner prescribed by the director, a report of
the total number of full-time equivalent employees, and the total number of full-time equivalent
employees domiciled in Ohio, who are employed in the construction or installation of the energy
facility;

(4) For energy projects with a nameplate capacity of twenty megawatts or greater, repair all
roads, bridges, and culverts affected by construction as reasonably required to restore them to their
preconstruction condition, as determined by the county engineer in consultation with the local
jurisdiction responsible for the roads, bridges, and culverts. In the event that the county engineer
deems any road, bridge, or culvert to be inadequate to support the construction or decommissioning
of the energy facility, the road, bridge, or culvert shall be rebuilt or reinforced to the specifications
established by the county engineer prior to the construction or decommissioning of the facility. The
owner or lessee of the facility shall post a bond in an amount established by the county engineer and
to be held by the board of county commissioners to ensure funding for repairs of roads, bridges, and
culverts affected during the construction. The bond shall be released by the board not later than one
year after the date the repairs are completed. The energy facility owner or lessee pursuant to a sale
and leaseback transaction shall post a bond, as may be required by the Ohio power siting board in
the certificate authorizing commencement of construction issued pursuant to section 4906.10 of the
Revised Code, to ensure funding for repairs to roads, bridges, and culverts resulting from
decommissioning of the facility. The energy facility owner or lessee and the county engineer may
enter into an agreement regarding specific transportation plans, reinforcements, modifications, use
and repair of roads, financial security to be provided, and any other relevant issue.

(5) Provide or facilitate training for fire and emergency responders for response to
emergency situations related to the energy project and, for energy projects with a nameplate capacity
of twenty megawatts or greater, at the person's expense, equip the fire and emergency responders
with proper equipment as reasonably required to enable them to respond to such emergency
situations;

(6)(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, for projects for which certification as a
qualified energy project was applied for, under division (E) of this section, before-the-effective-date
of-this—amendment_October 3. 2023, maintain a ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent
employees employed in the construction or installation of the energy project to total full-time
equivalent employees employed in the construction or installation of the energy project of not less

than eighty per cent in the case of a solar energy project, and not less than fifty per cent in the case
of any other energy project. A person applying for such a qualified energy project may certify to the
director of development that the project will be voluntarily subject to the wage requirements
described in section 45(b)(7)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code and apprenticeship requirements
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described in section 45(b)(8)(A)(i) of the Internal Revenue Code as authorized in division (F)(6)(b)
of this section. Upon receipt of that certification, the project shall comply with division (F)(6)(b) of
this section rather than division (F)(6)(a) of this section.

(b) For projects for which certification as a qualified energy project was applied for, under
division (E) of this section, on or after—the-effective—date—of—this—amendment_October 3, 2023,
maintain a ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees employed in the construction or
installation of the energy project to total full-time equivalent employees employed in the
construction or installation of the energy project of not less than seventy per cent in the case of a
solar energy project, and not less than fifty per cent in the case of any other energy project.

(c) For purposes of divisions (F)(6)(a) and (b) of this section, in the case of an energy project
for which certification from the power siting board is required under section 4906.20 of the Revised
Code, the number of full-time equivalent employees employed in the construction or installation of

the energy project equals the number actually employed or the number projected to be employed in
the certificate application, if such projection is required under regulations adopted pursuant to
section 4906.03 of the Revised Code, whichever is greater. For all other energy projects, the number
of full-time equivalent employees employed in the construction or installation of the energy project
equals the number actually employed or the number projected to be employed by the director of
development, whichever is greater. To estimate the number of employees to be employed in the
construction or installation of an energy project, the director shall use a generally accepted job-
estimating model in use for renewable energy projects, including but not limited to the job and
economic development impact model. The director may adjust an estimate produced by a model to
account for variables not accounted for by the model.

(7) For energy projects with a nameplate capacity in excess of twenty megawatts, establish a
relationship with any of the following to educate and train individuals for careers in the wind or
solar energy industry:

(a) A member of the university system of Ohio as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised
Code;

(b) A person offering an apprenticeship program registered with the employment and
training administration within the United States department of labor or with the apprenticeship
council created by section 4139.02 of the Revised Code;

(c) A career-technical center, joint vocational school district, comprehensive career-technical
center, or compact career-technical center;

(d) A training center operated by a labor organization, or with a training center operated by a
for-profit or nonprofit organization.

The relationship may include endowments, cooperative programs, internships,
apprenticeships, research and development projects, and curriculum development.

(8) Offer to sell power or renewable energy credits from the energy project to electric
distribution utilities or electric service companies subject to renewable energy resource requirements
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under section 4928.64 of the Revised Code that have issued requests for proposal for such power or
renewable energy credits. If no electric distribution utility or electric service company issues a
request for proposal on or before December 31, 2010, or accepts an offer for power or renewable
energy credits within forty-five days after the offer is submitted, power or renewable energy credits
from the energy project may be sold to other persons. Division (F)(8) of this section does not apply
if:

(a) The owner or lessce is a rural electric company or a municipal power agency as defined
in section 3734.058 of the Revised Code.

(b) The owner or lessee is a person that, before completion of the energy project, contracted
for the sale of power or renewable energy credits with a rural electric company or a municipal power
agency.

(c) The owner or lessee contracts for the sale of power or renewable energy credits from the
energy project before June 17, 2010.

(9) Make annual service payments as required by division (G) of this section and as may be
required in a resolution adopted by a board of county commissioners under division (E) of this
section.

(G) The owner or a lessee pursuant to a sale and leaseback transaction of a qualified energy
project shall make annual service payments in lieu of taxes to the county treasurer on or before the
final dates for payments of taxes on public utility personal property on the real and public utility
personal property tax list for each tax year for which property of the energy project is exempt from
taxation under this section. The county treasurer shall allocate the payment on the basis of the
project's physical location. Upon receipt of a payment, or if timely payment has not been received,
the county treasurer shall certify such receipt or non-receipt to the director of development and tax
commissioner in a form determined by the director and commissioner, respectively. Each payment
shall be in the following amount:

(1) In the case of a solar energy project, seven thousand dollars per megawatt of nameplate
capacity located in the county as of the thirty-first-day of December of the preceding tax year;

(2) In the case of any other energy project using renewable energy resources, the following:

(a) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
not less than seventy-five per cent, six thousand dollars per megawatt of nameplate capacity located
in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding tax year;

(b) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
less than seventy-five per cent but not less than sixty per cent, seven thousand dollars per megawatt
of nameplate capacity located in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding
tax year;

(c) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
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ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
less than sixty per cent but not less than fifty per cent, eight thousand dollars per megawatt of
nameplate capacity located in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding tax
year.

(3) In the case of an energy project using clean coal technology, advanced nuclear
technology, or cogeneration technology, the following:

(a) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
not less than seventy-five per cent, six thousand dollars per megawatt of nameplate capacity located
in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding tax year;

(b) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
less than seventy-five per cent but not less than sixty per cent, seven thousand dollars per megawatt
of nameplate capacity located in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding
tax year;

(c) If the project maintains during the construction or installation of the energy facility a
ratio of Ohio-domiciled full-time equivalent employees to total full-time equivalent employees of
less than sixty per cent but not less than fifty per cent, eight thousand dollars per megawatt of
nameplate capacity located in the county as of the thirty-first day of December of the preceding tax
year.

(H) The director of development in consultation with the tax commissioner shall adopt rules
pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to implement and enforce this section.

(I) This section and any payments in lieu of taxes made as required under this section
continue to apply and be required notwithstanding the enactment of H.B. 15 of the 136th general
assembly.

Sec. 5727.76. (A) As used in this section, "qualifying property" means tangible personal
property that is dedicated to transporting or transmitting electricity or natural gas and that is placed
into service in a priority investment area designated under section 122.161 of the Revised Code
during a time when that designation is in effect.

(B) Qualifying property shall be exempt from taxation for the tax year following the year in
which the property is placed into service and for the ensuing four tax years.

Section 2. That existing sections 122.6511, 3313.372, 3313.373, 4905.03, 4906.01, 4906.03,
4906.06, 4906.07, 4906.10, 4909.04, 4909.05, 4909.052, 4909.06, 4909.07, 4909.08, 4909.15,
4909.156, 4909.173, 4909.174, 4909.18, 4909.19, 4909.191, 4909.42, 4928.01, 4928.05, 4928.08,
4928.14, 4928.141, 4928.142, 4928.144, 4928.17, 4928.20, 4928.23, 4928.231, 4928.232, 4928.34,
4928.542, 4928.64, 4928.645, 4929.20, 4933.81, 4935.04, 5727.01, 5727.111, and 5727.75 of the
Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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Section 3. That sections 3706.40, 3706.41, 3706.43, 3706.431, 3706.45, 3706.46, 3706.49,
3706.491, 3706.55, 3706.551, 3706.59, 3706.63, 3706.65, 4906.105, 4928.143, 4928.148, 4928.47,
and 4928.642 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 4. Beginning on the effective date of this section, no electric distribution utility shall
collect from its retail customers in this state any charge that was authorized under section 4928.148
of the Revised Code prior to the repeal of that section by this act for retail recovery of prudently
incurred costs related to a legacy generation resource. Beginning on the effective date of this section,
the electric distribution utility shall not apply for, and the public utilities commission shall not
authorize, any rider or cost recovery mechanism for a legacy generation resource.

The public utilities commission shall continue any investigation commenced pursuant to
section 4928.148 of the Revised Code prior to the repeal of that section by this act for purposes of
determining the prudence and reasonableness of the actions of electric distribution utilities with
ownership interests in the legacy generation resource, including their decisions related to offering
the contractual commitment into the wholesale markets, and excluding from recovery those costs
that the commission determines imprudent and unreasonable.

Section 5. (A) Beginning on the effective date of this section, no electric distribution utility
shall collect from its retail customers in the state any charge that was authorized under section
3706.46 of the Revised Code to meet the revenue requirement for disbursements from the Solar
Generation Fund to owners or operators of qualifying solar resources that was required under section
3706.55 of the Revised Code before the repeal of these sections by this act.

(B) Except as provided for in division (C) of this section, beginning on the effective date of
this section, the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority is prohibited from directing the Treasurer
of State to remit, and the Treasurer is prohibited from remitting, any money from the Solar
Generation Fund to owners or operators of qualifying solar resources, which remittance was
permitted under section 3706.55 of the Revised Code prior to the repeal of that section by this act.

(C) Within forty-five days of the effective date of this section, the Authority shall do the
following:

(1) Forecast the future payments expected to be made under section 3706.55 of the Revised
Code, as that section existed prior to the effective date of its repeal by H.B. 15 of the 136th General
Assembly, to the owners or operators of qualifying solar resources that received one or more solar
energy credits in 2024 based on the resource's average production for the prior three years. For a
qualifying solar resource that has not generated electricity for a full year as of the effective date of
this section, the forecast shall be based on production to date, extrapolated for an annual average.

(2) Direct the Treasurer of State to calculate and remit the net present value of those
payments upfront to the owners or operators of the qualifying solar resources.

As soon as possible after remitting the net present value of those payments to the owners or
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operators of the qualifying solar resources, the Treasurer of State shall transfer the cash balance of
amounts remaining in the solar generation fund to the school energy performance contracting loan
fund created in section 3313.378 of the Revised Code.

Section 6. Sections 4909.193 and 4909.421 as enacted by this act and the amendments to
sections 4909.19 and 4909.42 of the Revised Code by this act apply to applications filed under
section 4909.18 of the Revised Code on or after the effective date of this section.

Section 7. (A) The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct a study to evaluate the
potential use or deployment of advanced transmission technologies, as defined in section 4906.01 of
the Revised Code, by public utilities to enable public utilities to safely, reliably, efficiently, and cost-
effectively meet electric system demand and provide safe, reliable, and affordable electric utility
service to customers. In conducting the study, the Commission shall do the following:

(1) Evaluate the attributes, functions, costs, and benefits of various advanced transmission
technologies, including grid-enhancing technologies and advanced conductors;

(2) Evaluate the potential of each of the advanced transmission technologies studied to be
used or deployed by public utilities to provide safe, reliable, and affordable electric utility service to
customers, considering existing and planned transmission infrastructure and projected demand
growth;

(3) Identify the potential reductions in project costs and project completion timelines by
deploying advanced transmission technologies, as compared to traditional transmission
infrastructure;

(4) Evaluate potential ways to streamline the deployment of advanced transmission
technologies, including streamlined processes for permitting, maintenance, and upgrades;

(5) Evaluate other deregulated states' policies and laws relating to advanced transmission
technologies and provide recommendations in accordance with other states' policies and laws to
enable and encourage adoption of advanced transmission technologies in this state;

(6) Identify processes or ways that end-use customers, such as industrial or mercantile
customers, can invest and deploy advanced transmission technologies in partnership with their
respective utility to allow for the more rapid deployment of such technologies;

(7) Identify how the Commission can support and encourage the implementation of
advanced transmission technologies in Ohio through future rule-making or other Commission
activities;

(8) Evaluate any other aspect of advanced transmission technologies that the Commission
determines will assist policymakers, public utilities, ratepayers, and other stakeholders in
understanding the potential role of advanced transmission technologies in the transmission system
serving this state and the region;

(9) Identify opportunities for the Federal Energy Advocate, as employed under section
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4928.24 of the Revised Code, to support and advocate for the implementation of advanced
transmission technologies at the regional transmission organization, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, and other relevant agencies, commissions or regulatory bodies.

(B) In conducting the study required by this section, the Commission shall consult with or
invite comments from stakeholders. The Commission shall hold a minimum of two public
workshops to review public comments from stakeholders. The Commission may incorporate any
information or comments received in its report required in division (C) of this section.

(C) Not later than March 1, 2026, the Commission shall submit a report that includes the
Commission's findings with respect to the topics outlined in this section. A copy of the report shall
be made available online and sent to all members of the General Assembly.

Section 8. The amendment by this act of sections 5727.01 and 5727.111 of the Revised Code
applies to tax year 2027 and every tax year thereafter.

Section 9. Section 122.6511 of the Revised Code as presented in this act takes effect on the
later of July 1, 2025, or the effective date of this section. July 1, 2025, is the effective date of an
earlier amendment to that section by H.B. 315 of the 135th General Assembly.

Section 10. An agreement between an electric distribution utility and a mercantile customer
or group of mercantile customers for the construction of a customer sited renewable energy resource
that is executed and filed with the public utilities commission prior to the effective date of H.B. 15
of the 136th General Assembly shall remain in effect according to the agreement's terms and be
governed by section 4928.47 of the Revised Code as that section existed prior to being repealed by
H.B. 15 of the 136th General Assembly.

Section 11. Section 4928.01 of the Revised Code is presented in this act as a composite of
the section as amended by both H.B. 308 and H.B. 315 of the 135th General Assembly. The General
Assembly, applying the principle stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that
amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of simultancous operation, finds that the
composite is the resulting version of the section in effect prior to the effective date of the section as
presented in this act.
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