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candidate appearing on the ballot who filed a nominating petition and requested a ballot designation 

as an other-party candidate under section 3513.257 of the Revised Code shall be printed, in less 

prominent type face than that in which the candidate's name is printed, the designation of "other­

party candidate." No designation shall appear under the name of a candidate appearing on the ballot 
who filed a nominating petition and requested that no ballot designation appear under the candidate's 

name under section 3513.257 of the Revised Code, or who filed a nominating petition and failed to 
request a ballot designation either as a nonparty candidate or as an other-party candidate under that 

section. 
(G) Except as provided in this section, no words, designations, or emblems descriptive of a 

candidate or the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method by which the candidate 

was nominated or certified, shall be printed under or after a candidate's name that is printed on the 

ballot. 
Sec. 3505.04. On the nonpartisan ballot shall be printed the names of all nonpartisan 

candidates for election to the office of judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common 

pleas, the offioe of member of the state boerd of education, the !office of member of a board of J~,,,,,.,,P 
(tlk-.);f eduoatioa, [municipal or township offices for municipal corporations and townships in which primary 

elections are not held for nomination of candidates by political parties, and municipal offices of 
municipal corporations having charters which provide for separate ballots for elections for such 

municipal offices. 
Such ballots shall have printed across the top, and below the stubs, "Official Nonpartisan 

Ballot." 
The order in which the offices are listed on the ballot shall be prescribed by, and certified to 

each board of elections by, the secretary of state; provided that l:be offiee of 1:eember of the state 

board of education county judicial offices shall be listed first on the ballot, then county judicial 

offices, followed by municipal and township offices, land by offices of member of a board of [ lt/1"1 D 
leducatioa,lin the order stated. 

Within the rectangular space within which the title of each judicial office is printed on the 

ballot and immediately below such title shall be printed the date of the commencement of the term 

of the office, if a full term, as follows: "Full term commencing ___(Date)___," or the date 

of the end of the term of the office, if an unexpired term, as follows: "Unexpired term ending 
___(Date)____" 

The seoretary of state sJ3all presoribe the iefermatioo aad directions to the •,•oter to be pFinted 

on the ballot \111ithi:B: the reetaogular spaee in wh.ioh. the title of office of men½ber of tho state board of 

education ilflpears. 
Withi-B the rectaegular space withia which the title of each offiee for fflember of a boarEl of 

education is printed on the ballot shall be printed ''For Member of Board of Education," and the 
l'l:WBber to be elected direolions to the Yoter as to •,coting fer oae, two, or more, and, if the office to 
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The names of all nonpartisan candidates for an office shall be arranged in a group under the 

title of that office, and shall be rotated and printed on the ballot as provided in section 3505.03 of the 

Revised Code. 
No name or designation of any political party nor any words, designations, or emblems 

descriptive of a candidate or the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method by 
which such candidate was nominated or certified, shall be printed under or after any nonpartisan 

candidate's name which is rioted on the ballot. 
Sec. 3505.06. (A) On the questions and issues ballot shall be printed all questions and issues 

to be submitted at any one election together with the percentage of affirmative votes necessary for 
passage as required by law. Such ballot shall have printed across the top thereof, and below the 

stubs, "Official Questions and Issues Ballot." 
(B)(l) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot from top to bottom as 

provided in division (B)(l) of this section, except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this 

section. State questions and issues shall always appear as the top group of questions and issues. In 
calendar year 1997, the following questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot, in the 

following order from top to bottom, after the state questions and issues: 

(a) County questions and issues; 
(b) Municipal questions and issues; 

(c) Township questions and issues; 
(d) School or other district questions and issues. 
In each succeeding calendar year after 1997, each group of questions and issues described in 

division (B)(l)(a) to (d) of this section shall be moved down one place on the ballot except that the 

group that was last on the ballot during the immediately preceding calendar year shall appear at the 

top of the ballot after the state questions and issues. The rotation shall be performed only once each 

calendar year, beginning with the first election held during the calendar year. The rotation of groups 
of questions and issues shall be performed during each calendar year as required by division (B)(l) 

of this section, even if no questions and issues from any one or more such groups appear on the 

ballot at any particular election held during that calendar year. 
(2) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot, from top to bottom, in the 

following order when it is not practicable to group them together as required by division (B)(l) of 

this section because of the type of voting machines used by the board of elections: state questions 
and issues, county questions and issues, municipal questions and issues, township questions and 

issues, and school or other district questions and issues. The particular order in which each of a 
group of state questions or issues is placed on the ballot shall be determined by, and certified to each 

board of elections by, the secretary of state. 

(3) Failure of the board of elections to rotate questions and issues as required by division (B) 
1 of this section does not affect the validit of the election at which the failure oc rl an~ is .not -M,veoo'Oxeo--'an(H itlaled text was 

disapproved. 
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grounds for contesting an election under section 3515.08 of the Revised Code. 
(C) The particular order in which each of a group of county, municipal, township, or school 

district questions or issues is placed on the ballot shall be determined by the board providing the 
ballots. 

(D) The printed matter pertaining to each question or issue on the ballot shall be enclosed at 
the top and bottom thereof by a heavy horizontal line across the width of the ballot. Immediately 
below such top line shall be printed a brief title descriptive of the question or issue below it, such as 
"Proposed Constitutional Amendment," "Proposed Bond Issue," "Proposed Annexation of 
Territory," "Proposed Increase in Tax Rate," or such other brief title as will be descriptive of the 
question or issue to which it pertains, together with a brief statement of the percentage of affirmative 
votes necessary for passage, such as "A sixty-five per cent affirmative vote is necessary for 

passage," "A majority vote is necessary for passage," or such other brief statement as will be 
descriptive of the percentage of affirmative votes required. 

(E) The questions and issues ballot need not contain the full text of the proposal to be voted 
upon. A condensed text that will properly describe the question, issue, or an amendment proposed by 
other than the general assembly shall be used as prepared and certified by the secretary of state for 
state-wide questions or issues or by the board for local questions or issues. If other than a full text is 
used, the full text of the proposed question, issue, or amendment together with the percentage o 
affirmative votes necessary for passage as required by law shall be posted in each polling place in 
some spot that is easily accessible to the voters. 

(F)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(2) of this section, each question and 
issue appearing on the questions and issues ballot may be consecutively numbered. The question or 
issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot may be designated on the face thereof by the 
Arabic numeral "1" and all questions and issues placed below on the ballot shall be consecutively 
numbered. Such numeral shall be placed below the heavy top horizontal line enclosing such question 
or issue and to the left of the brief title thereof. 

(2) Beginning with the general election to be held on November 5, 2024, a state question or 
issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot shall be designated on the face thereof by the 
Arabic numeral "l " and all state questions and issues placed below on the ballot shall be 
consecutively numbered. For elections occurring after the general election held on November 5, 
2024, a state question or issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot shall be designated on the 
face thereof by the Arabic numeral that is consecutive to the Arabic numeral of the last state 
question or issue that appeared on the ballot at the immediately preceding election at which a state 
question or issue appeared on the ballot and all state questions or issues placed below on the ballot 
shall be consecutively numbered. Such numeral shall be placed below the heavy top horizontal line 
enclosing such question or issue and to the left of the brief title thereof. Once a state question or 
issue appears on the ballot designated by the Arabic numeral "500," the state question or issue 
appearing at the top of the ballot at the immediately following election at which :Il'8tabt>"4Wl.l!llit00111> itialed text was 
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issue appears on the ballot shall be designated by the Arabic numeral 11 1. 11 ~ f'v1, p 
(G) No portion of a ballot question proposing to levy a property tax in excess of the ten-mill 

limitation under any section of the Revised Code, including the renewal or replaeement of such a 

levy, may be printed in boldface type or in a font size that is different from the font size of other text 

in the ballot question. The prohibitions in division (G) of this section do not apply to printed matter 

either described in division (D) of this section related to such a ballot question or located in the area 

of the ballot in which votes are indicated for or against that question. 

Sec. 3505.33. When the board of elections has completed the canvass of the election returns 
from the precincts in its county, in which electors were entitled to vote at any general or special 

election, it shall determine and declare the results of the elections determined by the electors of such 
county or of a district or subdivision within such county. If more than the number of candidates to be 

elected to an office received the largest and an equal number of votes, such tie shall be resolved by 
lot by the chairperson of the board in the presence of a majority of the members of the board. Such 

declaration shall be in writing and shall be signed by at least a majority of the members of the board. 
It shall bear the date of the day upon which it is made, and a copy thereof shall be posted by the 

board in a conspicuous place in its office. The board shall keep such copy posted for a period of at 

least five days. 

Thereupon the board shall promptly certify abstracts of the results of such elections within 
its county, in such fonns as the secretary of state prescribes. Such forms shall be designated and 

shall contain abstracts as follows: 
Form No. 1. An abstract of the votes cast for the office ofpresident and vice-president of the 

United States. 
Form No. 2. An abstract of the votes cast for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of the supreme 

court of Ohio, judge of the supreme court of Ohio, member of the senate of the congress of the 

United States, member at large of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States, 
district member of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States, and an abstract 

of the votes cast upon each question or issue submitted at such election to electors throughout the 

entire state. 
Form No. 3. An abstract of the votes cast for the office of member of the senate of the 

general assembly, and member of the house ofrepresentatives of the general assembly. 

Form No. 4. A report of the votes cast for the office of member of tho state aoard of 
e®eation, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the court of common pleas, judge of the probate 

court, judge of the county court, county commissioner, county auditor, prosecuting attorney, clerk of 

the court of common pleas, sheriff, county recorder, county treasurer, county engineer, and coroner. 
Form No. 5. A report of the votes cast upon all questions and issues other than such 

questions and issues which were submitted to electors throughout the entire state. 

Form No. 6. A report of the votes cast for municipal offices, judge of thT@MJb~-BBJeS~H~~itialed text was 
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township offices, and the office of member of a board of education. 
One copy of each of these forms shall be kept in the office of the board. One copy of each of 

these forms shall promptly be sent to the secretary of state, who shall place the records contained in 

forms No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 6 in electronic format. One copy of Form No. 2 shall 

promptly be sent by electronic mail to the president of the senate of the general assembly. The board 

shall also at once upon completion of the official count send a certified copy of that part of each of 
the forms which pertains to an election in which only electors of a district comprised of more than 

one county but less than all of the counties of the state voted to the board of the most populous 

county in such district. It shall also at once upon completion of the official count send a certified 
copy of that part of each of the forms which pertains to an election in which only electors of a 

subdivision located partly within the county voted to the board of the county in which the major 

portion of the population of such subdivision is located. 

If, after certifying and sending abstracts and parts thereof, a board finds that any such 
abstract or part thereof is incorrect, it shall promptly prepare, certify, and send a corrected abstract or 

part thereof to take the place of each incorrect abstract or part thereof theretofore certified and sent. 

Sec. 3505.38. Election officials who are required to declare the results of a special or general 
election in which persons were elected to offices shall, unless otherwise provided by law, issue to 

the persons declared elected by them appropriate certificates of election in such form as is prescribed 

by the secretary of state. Such certificates of election shall be issued by such election officials after 
the time within which applications may be made for recounts of votes has expired, and after recounts 

of votes which have been applied for are completed. 
All persons declared to be elected by the president of the senate as provided for in section 

3505.34 of the Revised Code shall be issued certificates of election by the secretary of state as 
provided for in such section and shall be issued commissions for such offices by the governor, 

provided that the board of elections required to determine and declare the results of the election for 

candidates for election to the office of member of the house of representatives of the congress of the 

United States or member of the stale board of eduoation shall, in lieu of issuing a certificate of 
election, certify to the secretary of state the names of such candidates declared elected, and the 

secretary of state, from such certification, shall issue to the persons certified to the secretary of state 
as elected as a member of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States-ef 

member of the state board of ed1:1catiofl a certificate of the person's election, signed by the governor, 

sealed with the great seal of the state, and countersigned by the secretary of state. Certificates of 
election of members of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States shall be 

forwarded by registered mail to the clerk of the house of representatives of the congress of the 
United States, Washington, D.C., and the person elected to such office shall be advised by letter 

from the secretary of state that the person's certificate of election has been forwarded to said clerk. 

Sec. 3513.04. Candidates for party nominations to state, district, county, and municipal 
offices or positions, for which party nominations are provided by law, and for election as members 
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of party controlling committees shall have their names printed on the official primary ballot by filing 
a declaration of candidacy and paying the fees specified for the office under divisions (A) and (B) of 

section 3513.10 of the Revised Code, except that the joint candidates for party nomination to the 

offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall, for the two of them, file one declaration of 

candidacy. The joint candidates also shall pay the fees specified for the joint candidates under 

divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code. 
The secretary of state shall not accept for filing the declaration of candidacy of a candidate 

for party nomination to the office of governor unless the declaration of candidacy also shows a joint 

candidate for the same party's nomination to the office of lieutenant governor, shall not accept for 
filing the declaration of candidacy of a candidate for party nomination to the office of lieutenant 

governor unless the declaration of candidacy also shows a joint candidate for the same party's 

nomination to the office of governor, and shall not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy that 

shows a candidate for party nomination to the office of governor or lieutenant governor who, for the 
same election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in 

candidate, or has become a candidate by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the 

Revised Code for any other state office or any federal or county office. 
No person who seeks party nomination for an office or position at a primary election by 

declaration of candidacy or by declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate and no person who is a 

first choice for president of candidates seeking election as delegates and alternates to the national 
conventions of the different major political parties who are chosen by direct vote of the electors as 

provided in this chapter shall be permitted to become a candidate by nominating petition, including a 
nominating petition filed under section 3517.012 of the Revised Code, by declaration of intent to be 

a write-in candidate, or by filling a vacancy under section 3513.31 of the Revised Code at the 

following general election for any office other than the office of member of the state ~oard of 

education, office of member of a city, locaJ, or e,rempted virlage beard of eduoatioa, office of 
ffice of township trustee. 

Sec. 3513.05 . .(A}_Each person desiring to become a candidate for a party nomination at a 

'fl jY'\ ~ rimary election or for election to an office or position to be voted for at a primary election, except 
\ - persons desiring to become joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor and 

except as otherwise provided in section 3513.051 of the Revised Code, shall, not later than four p.m. 

of the ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, file a declaration of candidacy and 

petition and pay the fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised 
Code. The declaration of candidacy and all separate petition papers 

one instrument. When the offices are to be voted for at a prima
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board of elections shall not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition of a person 
seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same election, has already filed a declaration of 

candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or has become a candidate by the 

filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code for any federal, state, or county 

office, if the declaration of candidacy is for a state or county office, or for any municipal or township 

office, if the declaration of candidacy is for a municipal or township office . 
.(fil_If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy which is to be submitted to electors 

throughout the entire state, the petition, including a petition for joint candidates for the offices of 
governor and lieutenant governor, shall be signed by at least one thousand qualified electors who are 

members of the same political party as the candidate or joint candidates, and the declaration of 

candidacy and petition shall be filed with the secretary of state; provided that the secretary of state 

shall not accept or file any such petition appearing on its face to contain signatures of more than 

three thousand electors . 
.(Q(l)_Except as otherwise provided in this paragrapbsection, if the declaration of candidacy 

is of one that is to be submitted only to electors within a district, political subdivision, or portion 

thereof, the petition shall be signed by not less than fifty qualified electors who are members of the 
same political party as the political party of which the candidate is a member. If. 

.Gl.1.f_the declaration of candidacy is for party nomination as a candidate for member ef the 

legislati11e authority ef a mutl-ioipal OOTflOr&tion eleeted by wardany of the following, the petition 
shall be signed by not less than twenty-five qualified electors who are members of the political party 

of which the candidate is a member~ 
p{a) Member of the legislative authority of a municipal comoration elected by ward; 

{b) Member of a local or exempted village board of education; 
{c) Member of a board of education of a city school district having a population of less than 

twenty thousand, as determined by the most recent federal decennial census. 
{Ql_No such petition, except the petition for a candidacy that is to be submitted to electors 

throughout the entire state, shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain on its face signatures 
of more than three times the minimum number of signatures. When a petition of a candidate has 

been accepted for filing by a board of elections, the petition shall not be deemed invalid if, upon 
verification of signatures contained in the petition, the board of elections finds the number of 

signatures accepted exceeds three times the minimum number of signatures required. A board of 

elections may discontinue verifying signatures on petitions when the number of verified signatures 
equals the minimum required number of qualified signatures . 

.(fil_If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy for party nomination or for election 

as a candidate of a minor party, the minimum number of signatures on such petition is one-half the 
minimum number provided in this section, except that, when the candidacy is one for election as a 

member of the state central committee or the county central committee of a political party, the 

minimum number shall be the same for a minor party as for a major party. 
'-------------------------------- ___JL.Ut:...i:IIJl.1111...uw.z:.u.AIJl,luu· itialed text was 
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.(fl_If a declaration of candidacy is one for election as a member of the state central 
committee or the county central committee of a political party, the petition shall be signed by five 

qualified electors of the district, county, ward, township, or precinct within which electors may vote 
for such candidate. The electors signing such petition shall be members of the same political party as 

the political party of which the candidate is a member. 

.(Ql_For purposes of signing or circulating a petition of candidacy for party nomination or 

election, an elector is considered to be a member of a political party if the elector voted in that 
party's primary election within the preceding two calendar years, or if the elector did not vote in any 

other party's primary election within the preceding two calendar years . 

.(fillf the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be submitted only to electors within a 

county, or within a district or subdivision or part thereof smaller than a county, the petition shall be 

filed with the board of elections of the county. If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be 
submitted only to electors of a district or subdivision or part thereof that is situated in more than one 

county, the petition shall be filed with the board of elections of the county within which the major 

portion of the population thereof, as ascertained by the next preceding federal census, is located . 

.(!)_A petition shall consist of separate petition papers, each of which shall contain signatures 
of electors of only one county. Petitions or separate petition papers containing signatures of electors 

of more than one county shall not thereby be declared invalid. In case petitions or separate petition 

papers containing signatures of electors of more than one county are filed, the board shall detennine 

the county from which the majority of signatures came, and only signatures from such cofft ty~ liP 
be counted. Signatures from any other county shall be invalid. ( '-

(D_Each separate petition paper shall be circulated by one person only, who shall be the 
candidate or a joint candidate or a member of the same political party as the candidate or joint 

candidates, and each separate petition paper shall be governed by the rules set forth in section 
3501.38 of the Revised Code. 

QQ_The secretary of state shall promptly transmit to each board such separate petition papers 
of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with the secretary of state as purport 

to contain signatures of electors of the county of such board. The board of the most populous county 

of a district shall promptly transmit to each board within such district such separate petition papers 
of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with it as purport to contain 

signatures of electors of the county of each such board. The board of a county within which the 
major portion of the population of a subdivision, situated in more than one county, is located, shall 

promptly transmit to the board of each other county within which a portion of such subdivision is 
located such separate petition papers of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed 

with it as purport to contain signatures of electors of the portion of such subdivision in the county of 
each such board. 

filAll petition papers so transmitted to a board and all petitions accompanying declarations 
of candidacy filed with a board shall, under proper regulations, be open to public inspection until 
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four p.m. of the eightieth day before the day of the next primary election. Each board shall, not later 
than the seventy-eighth day before the day of that primary election, examine and determine the 
validity or invalidity of the signatures on the petition papers so transmitted to or filed with it and 
shall return to the secretary of state all petition papers transmitted to it by the secretary of state, 
together with its certification of its determination as to the validity or invalidity of signatures 
thereon, and shall return to each other board all petition papers transmitted to it by such board, 
together with its certification of its determination as to the validity or invalidity of the signatures 
thereon. All other matters affecting the validity or invalidity of such petition papers shall be 
determined by the secretary of state or the board with whom such petition papers were filed. 

(M)(l) Protests against the candidacy of any person filing a declaration of candidacy for 
party nomination or for election to an office or position, as provided in this section, may be filed by 
any qualified elector who is a member of the same political party as the candidate and who is 
eligible to vote at the primary election for the candidate whose declaration of candidacy the elector 
objects to, or by the controlling committee of that political party. The protest shall be in writing, and 
shall be filed not later than four p.m. of the seventy-fourth day before the day of the primary 
election. The protest shall be filed with the election officials with whom the declaration of candidacy 
and petition was filed. Upon the filing of the protest, the election officials with whom it is filed shall 
promptly fix the time for hearing it, and shall forthwith mail notice of the filing of the protest and the 
time fixed for hearing to the person whose candidacy is so protested. They shall also forthwith mail 
notice of the time fixed for such hearing to the person who filed the protest. At the time fixed, such 
election officials shall hear the protest and determine the validity or invalidity of the declaration of 
candidacy and petition. If they find that such candidate is not an elector of the state, district, county, 
or political subdivision in which the candidate seeks a party nomination or election to an office or 
position, or has not fully complied with this chapter, the candidate's declaration of candidacy and 
petition shall be determined to be invalid and shall be rejected; otherwise, it shall be determined to 
be valid. That determination shall be final. 

filA protest against the candidacy of any persons filing a declaration of candidacy for joint 
party nomination to the offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall be filed, heard, and 
determined in the same manner as a protest against the candidacy of any person filing a declaration 
of candidacy singly. 

(N)(l) The secretary of state shall, on the seventieth day before the day of a primary 
election, certify to each board in the state the forms of the official ballots to be used at the primary 
election, together with the names of the candidates to be printed on the ballots whose nomination or 
election is to be determined by electors throughout the entire state and who filed valid declarations 
of candidacy and petitions. 

filThe board of the most populous county in a district comprised of more than one county 
but less than all of the counties of the state shall, on the seventieth day before the day of a primary 
election, certify to the board of each county in the district the names of the candidates to be printed 
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on the official ballots to be used at the primary election, whose nomination or election is to be 
termined only by electors within the district and who filed valid declarations of candidacy and 

petitions. 

filThe board of a county within which the major portion of the population of a subdivision 

smaller than the county and situated in more than one county is located shall, on the seventieth day 

efore the day of a primary election, certify to the board of each county in which a portion of that 
subdivision is located the names of the candidates to be printed on the official ballots to be used at 

the primary election, whose nomination or election is to be determined only by electors within that 
subdivision and who filed valid declarations of candidacy and petitions. 

Sec. 3513.052. (A) No person shall seek nomination or election to any of the following 

offices or positions at the same election by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, or by becoming a candidate 

through party nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 
or 3513.31 of the Revised Code: 

(1) Two or more state offices; 

(2) Two or more county offices; 
(3) A state office and a county office; 

(4) A federal office and a state or county office; 

(5) Any combination of two or more municipal or township offices, positions as a member 

of a city, local, or exempted village board of education, or positions as a member of a governing 
board of an educational service center. 

(B) The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not accept for filing a declaration of 
candidacy and petition, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition of 

a person seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same election, has already filed a 

declaration of candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, 
or has become a candidate through party nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a 
vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code for: 

(1) Any federal, state, or county office, if the declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent 

to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition is for a state or county office; 
(2) Any municipal or township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted village 

board of education, or for member of a governing board of an educational service center, if the 

declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition is 

for a municipal or township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted village board of 
education, or for member of a governing board of an educational service center. 

(C)(l) If the secretary of state determines, before the day of the primary election, that a 
person is seeking nomination to more than one office at that election in violation of division (A) of 

this section, the secretary of state shall do one of the following: 

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is 
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wholly within a single county and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall 
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall determine the date on which the 

person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of 

candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under 
section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a 

candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which 
the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the board determines that 

the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the same date, the 
board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed 
on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks nomination, according to the ballot 

order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. 

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office 

or an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is 

seeking nomination is a federal office, the secretary of state shall determine the date on which the 
person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of 

candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under 
section 3513 .30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each 

county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate 

for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which the person 
first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the secretary of state determines that 
the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the same date, the 

secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to 

appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on 
the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks nomination, according to the ballot 

order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified 

shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the 
secretary of state. 

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is 

wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall 
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. 

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office 
and any of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the secretary of 

state shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the 
ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. Each board 

of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance 

with the order of the secretary of state. 

(2) If a board of elections determines, before the day of the primary election, that a person is 
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seeking nomination to more than one office at that election in violation of division (A) of this 

section, the board shall do one of the following: 

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is 
wholly within that county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall determine the 

date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a 
declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a 

vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that 

person as a candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the 
date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the board 
determines that the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the 

same date, the board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that 

would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks nomination, 
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. 

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office 

or an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is 
seeking nomination is a federal office, the board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of 

state then shall determine the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for each of 

those offices by filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate 
or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall 

order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to 
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a 

candidate after the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those 
offices. If the secretary of state determines that the person sought to become a candidate for more 

than one of those offices on the same date, the secretary of state shall order the board of elections of 

each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a 
candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that 

person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the 
Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a 

candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. 

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is 

wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote 
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. 

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office 
and any of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the board shall 

notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state then shall order the board of elections of each 
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate 

for each office that is not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to 

disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. 
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(D)(l) If the secretary of state determines, after the day of the primary election and before 

the day of the general election, that a person is seeking election to more than one office at that 
election in violation of division (A) of this section, the secretary of state shall do one of the 

following: 
(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is 

wholly within a single county and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall 

notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall determine the offices for which the 

person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that 
person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for 
which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of 

the Revised Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued 

a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that 
would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election, according 

to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. 
(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office or 

an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is 

seeking election is a federal office, the secretary of state shall promptly investigate and determine 

the offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The secretary of state 
shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the 

ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below 
the highest office for which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under 

section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to 
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the 

person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of 

nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that would be 

listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election, according to the 

ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. 
(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is 

wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall 

notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that 
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. If the person sought nomination at a 

primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue 

that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal office. 
(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office and 

any of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the secretary of state 
shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the 

ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. Each board 

of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance 
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with the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has 

not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that 

person for any office that is not a federal office. 
(2) If a board of elections determines, after the day of the primary election and before the 

day of the general election, that a person is seeking election to more than one office at that election 

in violation of division (A) of this section, the board of elections shall do one of the following: 
(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is 

wholly within that county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall determine the 

offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote 
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot 

below the highest office for which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order 

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary 

election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that 
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for 

which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of 
the Revised Code. 

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office or 

an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is 
seeking election is a federal office, the board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state 

promptly shall investigate and determine the offices for which the person seeks to appear as a 
candidate on the ballot. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each county in 

which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each 

office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election, 
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of 

elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with 
the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has not 

yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person 
for any office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks 

election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. 
(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is 

wholly within that county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote promptly 

to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. If the person 

sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the 
board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal office. 

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office and 
any of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the board shall notify 

the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each county in 

which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each 
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office that is not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to 
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the 

person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of 

nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal 

office. 
(E) When a person is disqualified as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section, on 

or before the seventieth day before the day of the applicable election, the board of elections shall 

remove the person's name from the ballot for any office for which that person has been disqualified 

as a candidate according to the directions of the secretary of state. When a person is disqualified as a 
candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section after the seventieth day before the day of the 
applicable election, the board of elections shall not remove the person's name from the ballot for any 

office for which that person has been disqualified as a candidate. The board of elections shall post a 
notice at each polling location on the day of the applicable election, and shall enclose with each 

absent voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate is disqualified, a notice that votes for the 

person for the office for which the person has been disqualified as a candidate will be void and will 
not be counted. If the name is not removed from the ballots before the day of the election, the votes 

for the disqualified candidate are void and shall not be counted. 

(F) Any vacancy created by the disqualification of a person as a candidate under division (C) 
or (D) of this section may be filled in the manner provided for in sections 3513.30 and 3513.31 of 

the Revised Code. 

~ J) (G) Nothing in this section or section 3513.04, 3513.041, 3513.05, 3513.251, 3513.253, 

~13.254, 3513.25S, j3513.257, 3513.259, or 3513.261 of the Revised Code prohibits, and the 
secretary of state or a board of elections shall not disqualify, a person from being a candidate for an 
office, if that person timely withdraws as a candidate for any offices specified in division (A) of this 

section for which that person first sought to become a candidate by filing a declaration of candidacy 

and petition, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, by party 

nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of 

the Revised Code. 
(H) As used in this section: 
(1) "State office" means the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, 

auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, tBember of the state board of edueation, member 
of the general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court. 

(2) "Timely withdraws" means either of the following: 

(a) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline for filing a declaration of 

candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition for the subsequent 
office for which the person is seeking to become a candidate at the same election; 

(b) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline for the filling of a vacancy 

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code, if the person is seeking to become a 
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candidate for a subsequent office at the same election under either of those sections. 

Sec. 3513.10. (A) At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy for nomination for any 

office, or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, each candidate, except joint candidates 

for governor and lieutenant governor, shall pay a fee as follows: 

2 

A For statewide office $100 

B For court of appeals judge $50 

C For court of common pleas judge $50 

D For county court judge $50 

E For municipal court judge $50 

F For district office, including member of the United States house of $50 

representatives and member of the general assembly 

G For county office $50 

H For city office $20 

I For village office $10 

J For township office $10 

K Fer member ef state beard of ed1:1oatioa 

L For member of local, city, or exempted village board of education or $10 
educational service center governing board 

At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in 
candidate for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the joint candidates shall jointly pay to 

the secretary of state a fee of one hundred dollars. 
(B)(l) At the same time the fee required under division (A) of this section is paid, each 

candidate shall pay an additional fee as follows: 

1 2 
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A For the joint candidates for governor and lieutenant governor $50 

B For statewide office $50 

C For district office, including member of the United States house of $35 
representatives and member of the general assembly 

D For member of state board of education $35 

E For court of appeals judge $30 

F For court of common pleas judge $30 

G For county court judge $30 

H For municipal court judge $30 

I For county office $30 

J For city office $25 

K For village office $20 

L For township office $20 

M For member of local, city, or exempted village board of education $20 
or educational service center governing board 

(2) Whoever seeks to propose a ballot question or issue to be submitted to the electors shall 
pay the following fee at the time the petition proposing the question or issue is filed: 

(a) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors throughout the entire state, 

twenty-five dollars; 

(b) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a county or of a district that 
consists of all or part of two or more counties but less than the entire state, fifteen dollars; 

(c) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a city, twelve dollars and fifty 

cents; 
(d) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a village, a township, a local, 

city, county, or exempted village school district, a precinct, or another district consisting of less than 

an entire county, ten dollars. 
(C) No fee shall be required of candidates filing for the office of delegate or alternate to the 
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national convention of political parties, member of the state central committee of a political party, or 
member of the county central committee of a political party. 

(D) All fees required under division (A) of this section immediately shall be paid by the 
officer receiving them into the state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund, in the case of 
fees received by the secretary of state, and into the county treasury to the credit of the county general 
fund, in the case of fees received by a board of elections. 

(E) The officer who receives a fee required under division (B) of this section immediately 
shall pay the fee to the credit of the Ohio eleetioAs election integrity commission fund created by 
divisi011 (I) of under section 3517.152 111.29 of the Revised Code. 

(F)(l) In no case shall a fee paid under this section be returned to a candidate. 
(2) Whenever a section of law refers to a filing fee to be paid by a candidate or by a 

committee proposing a ballot question or issue to be submitted to the electors, that fee includes the 
fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of this section. 

(G) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section, "statewide office" means the office of 
secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, justice and chief justice of the 
su e e urt, and member of the United States senate. 

Sec. 3513.19. (A) It is the duty of any precinct election official, whenever any such official 
rson attempting to vote at a primary election is legally entitled to vote at that 

The right of a person to vote at a primary 
hallenged upon the following grounds: 

ubts that a pe
election, to challenge the right of that person to vote. 
election may be c

(1) That the person whose right to vote is challenged is not a legally qualified elector; 
(2) That the person has received or has been promised some valuable reward or 

consideration for the person's vote; 
(3) That the person is not affiliated with or is not a member of the political party whose 

ballot the person desires to vote. Such party affiliation shall be determined by examining the 
elector's voting record for the current year and the immediately preceding two calendar years as 
shown on the voter's registration card, using the standards of affiliation specified in the seveAth 
paragraph division (G) of section 3513.05 of the Revised Code. Division (A)(3) of this section and 
tl~e S&\1e11th fl&ragraph division (G) of section 3513 .05 of the Revised Code do not prohibit a person 
who holds an elective office for which candidates are nominated at a party primary election from 
doing any of the following: 

(a) If the person voted as a member of a different political party at any primary election 
within the current year and the immediately preceding two calendar years, being a candidate for 
nomination at a party primary held during the times specified in division (C)(2) of section 3513.191 
of the Revised Code provided that the person complies with the requirements of that section; 

(b) Circulating the person's own petition of candidacy for party nomination in the primary 
election. 

(B) When the right of a person to vote is challenged upon the ground set for~il'adJ¥J~g,JJ~Ji init led text was 
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(3) of this section, memb rship in or political affiliation with a political party shall be determined by 
the person's statement, made under penalty of election falsification, that the person desires to be 
affiliated with and supports the principles of the political party whose primary ballot the person 

desires to vote. 
Sec. 3517.01. (A)(l) A political party within the meaning of Title XXXV of the Revised 

Code is any group of voters that meets either of the following requirements: 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, at the most recent regular state election, the 

group polled for its candidate for governor in the state or nominees for presidential electors at least 
three per cent of the entire vote cast for that office. A group that meets the requirements of this 
division remains a political party for a period of four years after meeting those requirements. 

(b) The group filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to its failure to meet the 
requirements of division (A)(l)(a) of this section, a party formation petition that meets all of the 
following requirements: 

(i) The petition is signed by qualified electors equal in number to at least one per cent of the 
total vote for governor or nominees for presidential electors at the most recent election for such 
office. 

(ii) The petition is signed by not fewer than five hundred qualified electors from each of at 
least a minimum of one-half of the congressional districts in this state. If an odd number of 
congressional districts exists in this state, the number of districts that results from dividing the 
number of congressional districts by two shall be rounded up to the next whole number. 

(iii) The petition declares the petitioners' intention of organizing a political party, the name 
of which shall be stated in the declaration, and of participating in the succeeding general election, 
held in even-numbered years, that occurs more than one hundred twenty-five days after the date of 
filing. 

(iv) The petition designates a committee of not less than three nor more than five individuals 
of the petitioners, who shall represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition. Notice of 
all matters or proceedings pertaining to the petition may be served on the committee, or any of them, 
either personally or by registered mail, or by leaving such notice at the usual place of residence of 
each of them. 

(2) No such group of electors shall assume a name or designation that is similar, in the 
opinion of the secretary of state, to that of an existing political party as to confuse or mislead the 
voters at an election. 

(B) A campaign committee shall be legally liable for any debts, contracts, or expenditures 
incurred or executed in its name. 

(C) Notwithstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, as used in 
this section and sections 3517.08 to 3517.l4, 3517.99 a:ed 3517.992 3517.991 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Campaign committee" means a candidate or a combination of two or more persons 
authorized by a candidate under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and 
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make expenditures. 
(2) "Campaign treasurer" means an individual appointed by a candidate under section 

3517.08 l of the Revised Code. 
(3) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in division (H) of section 3501.01 of the Revised 

Code and also includes any person who, at any time before or after an election, receives 

contributions or makes expenditures or other use of contributions, has given consent for another to 

receive contributions or make expenditures or other use of contributions, or appoints a campaign 
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's nomination or election to public office. 
When two persons jointly seek the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, "candidate" means 

the pair of candidates jointly. "Candidate" does not include candidates for election to the offices of 

member of a county or state central committee, presidential elector, and delegate to a national 

convention or conference of a political party. 
(4) "Continuing association" means an association, other than a campaign committee, 

political party, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or labor organization, that is 

intended to be a permanent organization that has a primary purpose other than supporting or 
opposing specific candidates, political parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis 

throughout the year. "Continuing association" includes organizations that are determined to be not 

organized for profit under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection 50l(c)(3), 50l(c)(4), 

or 50l(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
(5) "Contribution" means a loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, 

advance, payment, or transfer of funds or anything of value, including a transfer of funds from an 
inter vivas or testamentary trust or decedent's estate, and the payment by any person other than the 

person to whom the services are rendered for the personal services of another person, which 
contribution is made, received, or used for the purpose of influencing the results of an election. Any 

loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, advance, payment, or transfer of funds or 
of anything of value, including a transfer of funds from an inter vivos or testamentary trust or 
decedent's estate, and the payment by any campaign committee, political action committee, 

legislative campaign fund, political party, political contributing entity, or person other than the 

person to whom the services are rendered for the personal services of another person, that is made, 
received, or used by a state or county political party, other than the moneys an entity may receive 

under sections 3 517.101, 3 517.1012, and 3 517.1013 of the Revised Code, shall be considered to be a 
"contribution" for the purpose of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a 

statement of contributions filed under that section. 
"Contribution" does not include any of the following: 

(a) Services provided without compensation by individuals volunteering a portion or all of 

their time on behalf of a person; 

(b) Ordinary home hospitality; 
(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that volunteer campaign worker; 
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(d) Any gift given to an entity pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code; 

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code that is made, 
received, or used to pay the direct costs of producing or airing an electioneering communication; 

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for the party's restricted fund under 

division (A)(2) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code; 

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit in a Levin account pursuant to section 
3517.1013 of the Revised Code. As used in this division, "Levin account" has the same meaning as 

in that section. 

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code. 
(6) "Expenditure" means the disbursement or use of a contribution for the purpose of 

influencing the results of an election or of making a charitable donation under division (G) of section 

3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursement or use of a contribution by a state or county 

political party is an expenditure and shall be considered either to be made for the purpose of 
influencing the results of an election or to be made as a charitable donation under division (G) of 

section 3517 .08 of the Revised Code and shall be reported on a statement of expenditures filed under 

section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty days preceding a primary or general election, 

any disbursement to pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or satellite 

communication that refers to a clearly identified candidate shall be considered to be made for the 

purpose of influencing the results of that election and shall be reported as an expenditure or as an 
independent expenditure under section 3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised Code, as applicable, 
except that the information required to be reported regarding contributors for those expenditures or 

independent expenditures shall be the same as the information required to be reported under 
divisions (D)(l) and (2) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code. 

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite communication" and "refers to a 

clearly identified candidate" have the same meanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code. 
(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limited to, ordinary expenses for 

accommodations, clothing, food, personal motor vehicle or airplane, and home telephone. 

(8) "Political action committee" means a combination of two or more persons, the primary or 
major purpose of which is to support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or to 

influence the result of any election through express advocacy, and that is not a political party, a 

campaign committee, a political contributing entity, or a legislative campaign fund. "Political action 

committee" does not include either of the following: 
(a) A continuing association that makes disbursements for the direct costs of producing or 

airing electioneering communications and that does not engage in express advocacy; 
(b) A political club that is formed primarily for social purposes and that consists of one 

hundred members or less, has officers and periodic meetings, has less than two thousand five 

hundred dollars in its treasury at all times, and makes an aggregate total contribution of one 
thousand dollars or less per calendar year. 
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(9) "Public office" means any state, county, municipal, township, or district office, except an 
office of a political party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United States senator and 

representative. 

(10) "Anything of value" has the same meaning as in section 1.03 of the Revised Code. 

(11) "Beneficiary of a campaign fund" means a candidate, a public official or employee for 

whose benefit a campaign fund exists, and any other person who has ever been a candidate or public 

official or employee and for whose benefit a campaign fund exists. 

(12) "Campaign fund" means money or other property, including contributions. 
(13) "Public official or employee" has the same meaning as in section 102.01 of the Revised 

Code. 
(14) "Caucus" means all of the members of the house of representatives or all of the 

members of the senate of the general assembly who are members of the same political party. 

(15) "Legislative campaign fund" means a fund that is established as an auxiliary of a state 
political party and associated with one of the houses of the general assembly. 

(16) "In-kind contribution" means anything of value other than money that is used to 

influence the results of an election or is transferred to or used in support of or in opposition to a 
candidate, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, political action 

committee, or political contributing entity and that is made with the consent of, in coordination, 

cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of the benefited candidate, 
committee, fund, party, or entity. The financing of the dissemination, distribution, or republication, 

in whole or part, of any broadcast or of any written, graphic, or other form of campaign materials 
prepared by the candidate, the candidate's campaign committee, or their authorized agents is an in­

kind contribution to the candidate and an expenditure by the candidate. 

(17) "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure by a person advocating the election or 

defeat of an identified candidate or candidates, that is not made with the consent of, in coordination, 
cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of any candidate or candidates or of 

the campaign committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in division (C)( 17) of this 

section: 
(a) "Person" means an individual, partnership, unincorporated business organization or 

association, political action committee, political contributing entity, separate segregated fund, 

association, or other organization or group of persons, but not a labor organization or a corporation 

unless the labor organization or corporation is a political contributing entity. 

(b) "Advocating" means any communication containing a message advocating election or 

defeat. 
(c) "Identified candidate" means that the name of the candidate appears, a photograph or 

drawing of the candidate appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherwise apparent by 

unambiguous reference. 
(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion 
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of, any candidate or the campaign committee or agent of the candidate" means made pursuant to any 
arrangement, coordination, or direction by the candidate, the candidate's campaign committee, or the 

candidate's agent prior to the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the communication. 

An expenditure is presumed to be so made when it is any of the following: 

(i) Based on information about the candidate's plans, projects, or needs provided to the 

person making the expenditure by the candidate, or by the candidate's campaign committee or agent, 
with a view toward having an expenditure made; 

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been, authorized to raise or expend funds, 

who is, or has been, an officer of the candidate's campaign committee, or who is, or has been, 

receiving any form of compensation or reimbursement from the candidate or the candidate's 
campaign committee or agent; 

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code, 

made by a political party in support of a candidate, unless the expenditure is made by a political 

party to conduct voter registration or voter education efforts. 

(e) "Agent" means any person who has actual oral or written authority, either express or 
implied, to make or to authorize the making of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or means any 

person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's campaign committee or organization 

such that it would reasonably appear that in the ordinary course of campaign-related activities the 
person may authorize expenditures. 

(18) "Labor organization" means a labor union; an employee organization; a federation of 
labor unions, groups, locals, or other employee organizations; an auxiliary of a labor union, 

employee organization, or federation of labor unions, groups, locals, or other employee 

organizations; or any other bona fide organization in which employees participate and that exists for 
the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with employers concerning grievances, labor disputes, 

wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment. 

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated fund established pursuant to the 
Federal Election Campaign Act. 

(20) "Federal Election Campaign Act" means the "Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971," 

86 Stat. 11, 2 U.S.C.A. 431, et seq., as amended. 
(21) "Restricted fund" means the fund a state or county political party must establish under 

division (A)(l) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code. 

(22) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the 
Revised Code. 

(23) "Express advocacy" means a communication that contains express words advocating the 
nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate or that contains express words advocating the adoption 

or defeat of a question or issue, as determined by a final judgment of a court of competent 

jurisdiction. 

(24) "Political committee" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised 
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Code. 

(25) "Political contributing entity" means any entity, including a corporation or labor 
organization, that may lawfully make contributions and expenditures and that is not an individual or 

a political action committee, continuing association, campaign committee, political party, legislative 

campaign fund, designated state campaign committee, or state candidate fund. For purposes of this 
division, "lawfully" means not prohibited by any section of the Revised Code, or authorized by a 

final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
(26) "Internet identifier of record" has the same meaning as in section 9.312 of the Revised 

Code. 
Sec. 3517.08. (A) The personal expenses of a candidate paid for by the candidate, from the 

candidate's personal funds, shall not be considered as a contribution by or an expenditure by the 

candidate and shall not be reported under section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code. 
(B)(l) An expenditure by a political action committee or a political contributing entity shall 

not be considered a contribution by the political action committee or the political contributing entity 
or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate if the purpose of the expenditure is to inform only 

its members by means of mailed publications of its activities or endorsements. 

(2) An expenditure by a political party shall not be considered a contribution by the political 

party or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate if the purpose of the expenditure is to 
inform predominantly the party's members by means of mailed publications or other direct 

communication of its activities or endorsements, or for voter contact such as sample ballots, absent 
voter's ballots application mailings, voter registration, or get-out-the-vote activities. 

(C) An expenditure by a continuing association, political contributing entity, or political 

party shall not be considered a contribution to any campaign committee or an expenditure by or on 
behalf of any campaign committee if the purpose of the expenditure is for the staff and maintenance 

of the continuing association's, political contributing entity's, or political party's headquarters, or for 

a political poll, survey, index, or other type ofmeasurement not on behalf of a specific candidate. 
(D) The expenses of maintaining a constituent office paid for, from the candidate's personal 

funds, by a candidate who is a member of the general assembly at the time of the election shall not 
be considered a contribution by or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate, and shall not be 

reported, if the constituent office is not used for any candidate's campaign activities. 

(E) The net contribution of each social or fund-raising activity shall be calculated by totaling 

all contributions to the activity minus the expenditures made for the activity. 
(F) An expenditure that purchases goods or services shall be attributed to an election when 

the disbursement of funds is made, rather than at the time the goods or services are used. The 
secretary of state, under the procedures of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish rules for 

the attribution of expenditures to a candidate when the candidate is a candidate for more than one 

office during a reporting period and for expenditures made in a year in which no election is held. 
The secretary of state shall further define by rule those expenditures that are or are not by or on 
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behalf of a candidate. 

(G) An expenditure for the purpose of a charitable donation may be made if it is made to an 
organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 50l(a) and described in 

subsection 50l(c)(3), 50l(c)(4), 50l(c)(8), 50l(c)(l0), or 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code 
or is approved by advisory opinion of the Ohio elections election integrity commission as a 

legitimate charitable organization. Each expenditure under this division shall be separately itemized 
on statements made pursuant to section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 3517.081. (A) Each candidate shall have no more than one campaign committee for 
purposes of receiving contributions and making expenditures. No campaign committee shall receive 

any contribution or make any expenditure other than through the campaign treasurer. The campaign 
treasurer shall file all statements required of a candidate or campaign committee under section 

3517 .10 of the Revised Code. 

The candidate shall designate the candidate or a member of the candidate's campaign 

committee as the candidate's campaign treasurer as required by division (D) of section 3517.10 of 
the Revised Code. The campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaign treasurers as required. 

Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the powers and duties of a campaign treasurer 
when specifically authorized to do so by the campaign treasurer or the candidate. 

Each candidate shall file a written statement, as required by division (D) of section 3517.10 
of the Revised Code, setting forth the full name and address of the campaign treasurer and also of 

each deputy treasurer. Each candidate shall file supplemental statements giving the full name and 
address of each deputy treasurer at the time of appointment. 

A candidate may remove the campaign treasurer or any deputy campaign treasurer at any 
time. In the case of death, resignation, or removal of the treasurer or deputy treasurer before 

compliance with all obligations of a campaign treasurer, the candidate shall fill the vacancy thus 

created in the same manner as provided in the case of an original appointment. 

(B)(l) Two or more candidates may be the beneficiaries of a single campaign committee if 
all of the following apply: 

(a) Each candidate is seeking nomination or election to the same office at the same election. 
(b) The office for which each candidate is seeking nomination or election is the office of 

member of a board, commission, or other similar body of elected officials to which multiple 
members are nominated or elected at the same election. 

(c) The number of candidates who will be the beneficiaries of the campaign committee does 

not exceed the number of open positions on the board, commission, or other similar body of elected 
officials to which the candidates are seeking nomination or election. 

(d) The candidates jointly designate one of the candidates or one member of the campaign 

committee as the treasurer of that campaign committee as required under division (A) of this section. 

(e) The candidates jointly file the written statements required under division (A) of this 
section. 
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this division, any penalty that may be imposed on a 
candidate 1:1nder seetioe 3517.992 of tl-1e Re111ised Code for a violation of this chapter shall be 
imposed jointly and severally on each beneficiary of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee. If the 
Ohio eleerioas eommission or tee appropriate proseeuter trier of fact is able to determine that a 
specific beneficiary of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee violated this chapter, the applicable 
penalty under section 3517.992 of the Re¥ised. Cede shall be imposed only on that candidate and not 
on the other beneficiaries of that multi-beneficiary campaign committee. 

(3)(a) If any of the following occur after a multi-beneficiary campaign committee is 
established, that campaign committee shall be terminated: 

(i) The beneficiaries of the campaign committee disagree as to the designation or removal of 
a campaign treasurer. 

(ii) Any beneficiary of the campaign committee desires to end the beneficiary's candidacy 
for the office for which the beneficiaries are seeking nomination or election. 

(iii) Any beneficiary of the campaign committee desires to form an individual campaign 
committee. 

(b) Prior to the termination of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee in accordance with 
division (B)(3)(a) of this section, any contributions received by that campaign committee that have 
not been expended shall be disposed of in the manner provided in division (C) of section 3517.109 
of the Revised Code. No contributions from the multi-beneficiary campaign committee shall be 
contributed or transferred into any candidate's individual campaign committee. 

(4) No candidate who has a campaign committee for which that candidate is the sole 
beneficiary shall become the beneficiary of a campaign committee with multiple beneficiaries under 
division (B)(l) of this section unless the candidate first terminates the candidate's individual 
campaign committee. Prior to the termination of that individual campaign committee, any 
contributions received by that campaign committee that have not been expended shall be disposed of 
in the manner provided in division (C) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code. No contributions 
from the candidate's individual campaign committee shall be contributed or transferred into the 
multi-beneficiary campaign committee. 

Sec. 3517.092. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Appointing authority" has the same meaning as in section 124.01 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "State elected officer" means any person appointed or elected to a state elective office. 
(3) "State elective office" means any of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, EBeffiber of the state board of 
educatioa, member of the general assembly, and justice and chief justice of the supreme court. 

(4) "Contribution" includes a contribution to any political party, campaign committee, 
political action committee, political contributing entity, or legislative campaign fund. 

(B)(l) No state elected officer, no campaign committee of such an officer, no employee of 
the state elected officer's office, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit a contribution 
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to a state elected officer or to such an officer's campaign committee, and no state elected officer and 

no campaign committee of such an officer shall accept a contribution, from any of the following: 

(a) A state employee whose appointing authority is the state elected officer; 
(b) A state employee whose appointing authority is authorized or required by law to be 

appointed by the state elected officer; 
(c) A state employee who functions in or is employed in or by the same public agency, 

department, division, or office as the state elected officer. 

(2) No candidate for a state elective office, no campaign committee of such a candidate, no 
employee of the candidate's office if the candidate is a state elected officer or an elected officer of a 

political subdivision of the state, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit a contribution 

to a candidate for a state elective office or to such a candidate's campaign committee, and no 

candidate for a state elective office and no campaign committee of such a candidate shall accept a 
contribution, from any of the following: 

(a) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing authority will be the 
candidate, if elected; 

(b) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing authority will be 

appointed by the candidate, if elected, as authorized or required by law; 

(c) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, who will function in or be employed in or 

by the same public agency, department, division, or office as the candidate, if elected. 
(C)(l) No elected officer of a political subdivision of the state, no campaign committee of 

such an officer, no employee of such an officer's office, and no other person or entity shall 

knowingly solicit a contribution to an elected officer of a political subdivision of the state or to such 
an officer's campaign committee from any of the following: 

(a) An employee of that political subdivision whose appointing authority is that elected 

officer; 

(b) An employee of that political subdivision whose appointing authority is authorized or 
required by law to be appointed by that elected officer; 

(c) An employee of that political subdivision who functions in or is employed in or by the 
same public agency, department, division, or office as that elected officer. 

(2) No candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision of the state, no campaign 

committee of such a candidate, no employee of the candidate's office if the candidate is a state 

elected officer or elected officer of a political subdivision of the state, and no other person or entity 
shall knowingly solicit a contribution to a candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision 

of the state or to such a candidate's campaign committee from any of the following: 

(a) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing 
authority will be the candidate, if elected; 

(b) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing 
authority will be appointed by the candidate, if elected, as authorized or required by law; 
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(c) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, who will function 

in or be employed in or by the same public agency, department, division, or office as the candidate, 

if elected. 
(D)(l) No public employee shall solicit a contribution from any person while the public 

employee is performing the public employee's official duties or in those areas of a public building 

where official business is transacted or conducted. 
(2) No person shall solicit a contribution from any public employee while the public 

employee is perfonning the public employee's official duties or is in those areas of a public building 
where official business is transacted or conducted. 

(3) As used in division (D) of this section, "public employee" does not include any person 

holding an elective office. 

(E) The prohibitions in divisions (B), (C), and (D) of this section are in addition to the 

prohibitions in sections 124.57, 3304.22, and 4503.032 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 3517.10. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this division, every campaign committee, 

political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, and political contributing 

entity that made or received a contribution or made an expenditure in connection with the 
nomination or election of any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question at any 

election held or to be held in this state shall file, on a form prescribed under this section or by 

electronic means of transmission as provided in this section and section 3517.106 of the Revised 
Code, a full, true, and itemized statement, made under penalty of election falsification, setting forth 

in detail the contributions and expenditures, not later than four p.m. of the following dates: 
(1) The twelfth day before the election to reflect contributions received and expenditures 

made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed statement, if 

any, to the close of business on the twentieth day before the election; 

(2) The thirty-eighth day after the election to reflect the contributions received and 
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed 

statement, if any, to the close of business on the seventh day before the filing of the statement; 

(3) The last business day of January of every year to reflect the contributions received and 
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed 

statement, if any, to the close of business on the last day of December of the previous year; 

(4) The last business day of July of every year to reflect the contributions received and 
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed 
statement, if any, to the close of business on the last day of June of that year. 

A campaign committee shall only be required to file the statements prescribed under 

divisions (A)(l) and (2) of this section in connection with the nomination or election of the 

committee's candidate. 
The statement required under division (A)(l) of this section shall not be required of any 

campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 
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political contributing entity that has received contributions of less than one thousand dollars and has 
made expenditures of less than one thousand dollars at the close of business on the twentieth day 

before the election. Those contributions and expenditures shall be reported in the statement required 
under division (A)(2) of this section. 

If an election to select candidates to appear on the general election ballot is held within sixty 

days before a general election, the campaign committee of a successful candidate in the earlier 
election may file the statement required by division (A)(l) of this section for the general election 
instead of the statement required by division (A)(2) of this section for the earlier election if the 

pregeneral election statement reflects the status of contributions and expenditures for the period 
twenty days before the earlier election to twenty days before the general election. 

If a person becomes a candidate less than twenty days before an election, the candidate's 

campaign committee is not required to file the statement required by division (A)(l) of this section. 

No statement under division (A)(3) of this section shall be required for any year in which a 

campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 

political contributing entity is required to file a postgeneral election statement under division (A)(2) 
of this section. However, a statement under division (A)(3) of this section may be filed, at the option 

of the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 

political contributing entity. 

No campaign committee of a candidate for the office of chief justice or justice of the 
supreme court, and no campaign committee of a candidate for the office ofjudge of any court in this 

state, shall be required to file a statement under division (A)(4) of this section. 
Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph and in the next paragraph of this section, the 

only campaign committees required to file a statement under division (A)(4) of this section are the 
campaign committee of a statewide candidate and the campaign committee of a candidate for county 

office. The campaign committee of a candidate for any other nonjudicial office is required to file a 

statement under division (A)( 4) of this section if that campaign committee receives, during that 
period, contributions exceeding ten thousand dollars. 

No statement under division (A)(4) of this section shall be required of a campaign 

committee, a political action committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, or a political 
contributing entity for any year in which the campaign committee, political action committee, 

legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity is required to file a 

postprimary election statement under division (A)(2) of this section. However, a statement under 

division (A)(4) of this section may be filed at the option of the campaign committee, political action 
committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity. 

No statement under division (A)(3) or (4) of this section shall be required if the campaign 
committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political 

contributing entity has no contributions that it has received and no expenditures that it has made 
since the last date reflected in its last previously filed statement. However, the campaign committee, 
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political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity 

shall file a statement to that effect, on a form prescribed under this section and made under penalty 

of election falsification, on the date required in division (A)(3) or ( 4) of this section, as applicable. 
The campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall file a monthly statement of 

contributions received during each of the months of July, August, and September in the year of the 
general election in which the candidate seeks office. The campaign committee of a statewide 

candidate shall file the monthly statement not later than three business days after the last day of the 
month covered by the statement. During the period beginning on the nineteenth day before the 

general election in which a statewide candidate seeks election to office and extending through the 

day of that general election, each time the campaign committee of the joint candidates for the offices 

of governor and lieutenant governor or of a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of 

state, treasurer of state, or attorney general receives a contribution from a contributor that causes the 

aggregate amount of contributions received from that contributor during that period to equal or 
exceed ten thousand dollars and each time the campaign committee of a candidate for the office of 

chief justice or justice of the supreme court receives a contribution from a contributor that causes the 
aggregate amount of contributions received from that contributor during that period to exceed ten 

thousand dollars, the campaign committee shall file a two-business-day statement reflecting that 

contribution. Contributions reported on a two-business-day statement required to be filed by a 
campaign committee of a statewide candidate in a primary election shall also be included in the 

postprimary election statement required to be filed by that campaign committee under division (A) 
(2) of this section. A two-business-day statement required by this paragraph shall be filed not later 

than two business days after receipt of the contribution. The statements required by this paragraph 

shall be filed in addition to any other statements required by this section. 
Subject to the secretary of state having implemented, tested, and verified the successful 

operation of any system the secretary of state prescribes pursuant to divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6) 

of this section and division (F)(1) of section 3 517.106 of the Revised Code for the filing of 
campaign finance statements by electronic means of transmission, a campaign committee of a 

statewide candidate shall file a two-business-day statement under the preceding paragraph by 

electronic means of transmission if the campaign committee is required to file a pre-election, 
postelection, or monthly statement of contributions and expenditures by electronic means of 

transmission under this section or section 3517.106 of the Revised Code. 
If a campaign committee or political action committee has no balance on hand and no 

outstanding obligations and desires to terminate itself, it shall file a statement to that effect, on a 

form prescribed under this section and made under penalty of election falsification, with the official 
with whom it files a statement under division (A) of this section after filing a final statement of 

contributions and a final statement of expenditures, if contributions have been received or 

expenditures made since the period reflected in its last previously filed statement. 
(B) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(7) of this section, each statement required 
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by division (A) of this section shall contain the following information: 

(1) The full name and address of each campaign committee, political action committee, 

legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity, including any treasurer of 

the committee, fund, party, or entity, filing a contribution and expenditure statement; 

(2)(a) In the case of a campaign committee, the candidate's full name and address; 
(b) In the case of a political action committee, the registration number assigned to the 

committee under division (D)(l) of this section. 

(3) The date of the election and whether it was or will be a general, primary, or special 

election; 
(4) A statement of contributions received, which shall include the following information: 

(a) The month, day, and year of the contribution; 

(b)(i) The full name and address of each person, political party, campaign committee, 

legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity from whom 

contributions are received and the registration number assigned to the political action committee 
under division (D )( 1) of this section. The requirement of filing the full address does not apply to any 

statement filed by a state or local committee of a political party, to a finance committee of such 
committee, or to a committee recognized by a state or local committee as its fund-raising auxiliary. 

Notwithstanding division (F) of this section, the requirement of filing the full address shall be 

considered as being met if the address filed is the same address the contributor provided under 
division (E)(l) of this section. 

(ii) If a political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or 
political party that is required to file campaign finance statements by electronic means of 

transmission under section 3 517.106 of the Revised Code or a campaign committee of a statewide 

candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly receives a contribution from 
an individual that exceeds one hundred dollars, the name of the individual's current employer, if any, 

or, if the individual is self-employed, the individual's occupation and the name of the individual's 
business, if any; 

(iii) If a campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member 

of the general assembly receives a contribution transmitted pursuant to section 3599.031 of the 
Revised Code from amounts deducted from the wages and salaries of two or more employees that 

exceeds in the aggregate one hundred dollars during any one filing period under division (A)(l), (2), 

(3), or (4) of this section, the full name of the employees' employer and the full name of the labor 

organization of which the employees are members, if any. 
(c) A description of the contribution received, if other than money; 

(d) The value in dollars and cents of the contribution; 
(e) A separately itemized account of all contributions and expenditures regardless of the 

amount, except a receipt of a contribution from a person in the sum of twenty-five dollars or less at 
one social or fund-raising activity and a receipt of a contribution transmitted pursuant to section 
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3599.03 I of the Revised Code from amounts deducted from the wages and salaries of employees if 

the contribution from the amount deducted from the wages and salary of any one employee is 
twenty-five dollars or less aggregated in a calendar year. An account of the total contributions from 

each social or fund-raising activity shall include a description of and the value of each in-kind 

contribution received at that activity from any person who made one or more such contributions 
whose aggregate value exceeded two hundred fifty dollars and shall be listed separately, together 

with the expenses incurred and paid in connection with that activity. A campaign committee, 
political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity 

shall keep records of contributions from each person in the amount of twenty-five dollars or less at 

one social or fund-raising activity and contributions from amounts deducted under section 3599.031 
of the Revised Code from the wages and salary of each employee in the amount of twenty-five 

dollars or less aggregated in a calendar year. No continuing association that is recognized by a state 
or local committee of a political party as an auxiliary of the party and that makes a contribution from 

funds derived solely from regular dues paid by members of the auxiliary shall be required to list the 

name or address of any members who paid those dues. 
Contributions that are other income shall be itemized separately from all other contributions. 

The information required under division (B)( 4) of this section shall be provided for all other income 

itemized. As used in this paragraph, "other income" means a loan, investment income, or interest 

mcome. 
(f) In the case of a campaign committee of a state elected officer, if a person doing business 

with the state elected officer in the officer's official capacity makes a contribution to the campaign 
committee of that officer, the information required under division (B)( 4) of this section in regard to 

that contribution, which shall be filed together with and considered a part of the committee's 

statement of contributions as required under division (A) of this section but shall be filed on a 

separate form provided by the secretary of state. As used in this division: 
(i) "State elected officer" has the same meaning as in section 3517.092 of the Revised Code. 
(ii) "Person doing business" means a person or an officer of an entity who enters into one or 

more contracts with a state elected officer or anyone authorized to enter into contracts on behalf of 
that officer to receive payments for goods or services, if the payments total, in the aggregate, more 

than five thousand dollars during a calendar year. 

(5) A statement of expenditures which shall include the following information: 

(a) The month, day, and year of the expenditure; 
(b) The full name and address of each person, political party, campaign committee, 

legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity to whom the 

expenditure was made and the registration number assigned to the political action committee under 

division (D)(l) of this section; 
(c) The object or purpose for which the expenditure was made; 

(d) The amount of each expenditure. 
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(C)(l) The statement of contributions and expenditures shall be signed by the person 

completing the form. If a statement of contributions and expenditures is filed by electronic means of 

transmission pursuant to this section or section 3 517 .106 of the Revised Code, the electronic 

signature of the person who executes the statement and transmits the statement by electronic means 

of transmission, as provided in division (F) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, shall be 
attached to or associated with the statement and shall be binding on all persons and for all purposes 

under the campaign finance reporting law as if the signature had been handwritten in ink on a 
printed form. 

(2) The person filing the statement, under penalty of election falsification, shall include with 

it a list of each anonymous contribution, the circumstances under which it was received, and the 

reason it cannot be attributed to a specific donor. 

(3) Each statement of a campaign committee of a candidate who holds public office shall 

contain a designation of each contributor who is an employee in any unit or department under the 
candidate's direct supervision and control. In a space provided in the statement, the person filing the 

statement shall affirm that each such contribution was voluntarily made. 
(4) A campaign committee that did not receive contributions or make expenditures in 

connection with the nomination or election of its candidate shall file a statement to that effect, on a 

form prescribed under this section and made under penalty of election falsification, on the date 

required in division (A)(2) of this section. 
(5) The campaign committee of any person who attempts to become a candidate and who, 

for any reason, does not become certified in accordance with Title XXXV of the Revised Code for 
placement on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special election to be held in this state, and 

who, at any time prior to or after an election, receives contributions or makes expenditures, or has 

given consent for another to receive contributions or make expenditures, for the purpose of bringing 

about the person's nomination or election to public office, shall file the statement or statements 
prescribed by this section and a termination statement, if applicable. Division (C)(5) of this section 

does not apply to any person with respect to an election to the offices of member of a county or state 

central committee, presidential elector, or delegate to a national convention or conference of a 

political party. 
(6)(a) The statements required to be filed under this section shall specify the balance in the 

hands of the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political 
party, or political contributing entity and the disposition intended to be made of that balance. 

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form for all statements required to be filed under 
this section and shall furnish the forms to the boards of elections in the several counties. The boards 

of elections shall supply printed copies of those forms without charge. The secretary of state shall 
prescribe the appropriate methodology, protocol, and data file structure for statements required or 

permitted to be filed by electronic means of transmission to the secretary of state or a board of 
elections under division (A) of this section, division (E) of section 3517.106, division (D) of section 
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3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012, division (C) of section 3517.1013, and divisions (D) 

and (I) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code. Subject to division (A) of this section, division 
(E) of section 3517.106, division (D) of section 3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012, 
division (C) of section 3517.1013, and divisions (D) and (I) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised 

Code, the statements required to be stored on computer by the secretary of state under division (B) 
of section 3 517 .106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in whatever format the secretary of state 

considers necessary to enable the secretary of state to store the information contained in the 
statements on computer. Any such format shall be of a type and nature that is readily available to 

whoever is required to file the statements in that format. 
(c) The secretary of state shall assess the need for training regarding the filing of campaign 

finance statements by electronic means of transmission and regarding associated technologies for 

candidates, campaign committees, political action committees, legislative campaign funds, political 

parties, or political contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships, or other entities, for persons 

making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications, 
or for treasurers of transition funds, required or permitted to file statements by electronic means of 

transmission under this section or section 3517.105, 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, or 
3517.1014 of the Revised Code. If, in the opinion of the secretary of state, training in these areas is 

necessary, the secretary of state shall arrange for the provision of voluntary training programs for 
candidates, campaign committees, political action committees, legislative campaign funds, political 
parties, or political contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships, and other entities, for persons 

making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications, 

or for treasurers of transition funds, as appropriate. 

(7) Each monthly statement and each two-business-day statement required by division (A) of 
this section shall contain the information required by divisions (B)(1) to ( 4), (C)(2), and, if 

appropriate, (C)(3) of this section. Each statement shall be signed as required by division (C)(l) of 

this section. 
(D)(l)(a) Prior to receiving a contribution or making an expenditure, every campaign 

committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political 
contributing entity shall appoint a treasurer and shall file, on a form prescribed by the secretary of 

state, a designation of that appointment, including the full name and address of the treasurer and of 

the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 

political contributing entity. That designation shall be filed with the official with whom the 
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 

political contributing entity is required to file statements under section 3517 .11 of the Revised Code. 
The name of a campaign committee shall include at least the last name of the campaign committee's 

candidate. If two or more candidates are the beneficiaries of a single campaign committee under 

division (B) of section 3517.081 of the Revised Code, the name of the campaign committee shall 
include at least the last name of each candidate who is a beneficiary of that campaign committee. 
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The secretary of state shall assign a registration number to each political action committee that files 

a designation of the appointment of a treasurer under this division if the political action committee is 

required by division (A)(l) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code to file the statements prescribed 

by this section with the secretary of state. 

(b) The secretary of state shall not accept for filing a designation of treasurer of a political 

action committee or political contributing entity if, in the opinion of the secretary of state, the name 
of the political action committee or political contributing entity would lead a reasonable person to 

believe that the political action committee or political contributing entity acts on behalf of or 

represents a county political party, unless the designation is accompanied by a written statement, 
signed by the chairperson of the county political party's executive committee, granting the political 

action committee or political contributing entity permission to act on behalf of or represent the 

county political party. 
(2) The treasurer appointed under division (D)( 1) of this section shall keep a strict account of 

all contributions, from whom received and the purpose for which they were disbursed. 
(3)(a) Except as otherwise provided in section 3517.108 of the Revised Code, a campaign 

committee shall deposit all monetary contributions received by the committee into an account 

separate from a personal or business account of the candidate or campaign committee. 
(b) A political action committee shall deposit all monetary contributions received by the 

committee into an account separate from all other funds. 

(c) A state or county political party may establish a state candidate fund that is separate from 
all other funds. A state or county political party may deposit into its state candidate fund any 

amounts of monetary contributions that are made to or accepted by the political party subject to the 
applicable limitations, if any, prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. A state or county 

political party shall deposit all other monetary contributions received by the party into one or more 

accounts that are separate from its state candidate fund. 

(d) Each state political party shall have only one legislative campaign fund for each house of 

the general assembly. Each such fund shall be separate from any other funds or accounts of that state 
party. A legislative campaign fund is authorized to receive contributions and make expenditures for 
the primary purpose of furthering the election of candidates who are members of that political party 

to the house of the general assembly with which that legislative campaign fund is associated. Each 

legislative campaign fund shall be administered and controlled in a manner designated by the 

caucus. As used in this division, "caucus" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised 
Code and includes, as an ex officio member, the chairperson of the state political party with which 

the caucus is associated or that chairperson's designee. 
(4) Every expenditure in excess of twenty-five dollars shall be vouched for by a receipted 

bill, stating the purpose of the expenditure, that shall be filed with the statement of expenditures. A 

canceled check with a notation of the purpose of the expenditure is a receipted bill for purposes of 
division (0)(4) of this section. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
1365 

(5) The secretary of state or the board of elections, as the case may be, shall issue a receipt 
for each statement filed under this section and shall preserve a copy of the receipt for a period of at 
least six years. All statements filed under this section shall be open to public inspection in the office 
where they are filed and shall be carefully preserved for a period of at least six years after the year in 
which they are filed. 

(6) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, 
shall prescribe both of the following: 

(a) The manner of immediately acknowledging, with date and time received, and preserving 
the receipt of statements that are transmitted by electronic means of transmission to the secretary of 
state or a board of elections pursuant to this section or section 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 
3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code; 

(b) The manner of preserving the contribution and expenditure, contribution and 
disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and disbursement 
information in the statements described in division (D)(6)(a) of this section. The secretary of state 
shall preserve the contribution and expenditure, contribution and disbursement, deposit and 
disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and disbursement information in those statements 
for at least ten years after the year in which they are filed by electronic means of transmission. 

(7)(a) The secretary of state, pursuant to division (G) of section 3517.106 of the Revised 
Code, shall make available online to the public through the internet the contribution and expenditure, 
contribution and disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and 
disbursement information in all of the following documents: 

(i) All statements, all addenda, amendments, or other corrections to statements, and all 
amended statements filed with the secretary of state by electronic or other means of transmission 
under this section, division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106, 
3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, 3517.1014, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code; 

(ii) All statements filed with a board of elections by electronic means of transmission, and all 
addenda, amendments, corrections, and amended versions of those statements, filed with the board 
under this section, division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106, 
3517.1012, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code. 

(b) The secretary of state may remove the information from the internet after a reasonable 
period of time. 

(E)(l) Any person, political party, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political 
action committee, or political contributing entity that makes a contribution in connection with the 
nomination or election of any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question at any 
election held or to be held in this state shall provide its full name and address to the recipient of the 
contribution at the time the contribution is made. The political action committee also shall provide 
the registration number assigned to the committee under division (D)( 1) of this section to the 
recipient of the contribution at the time the contribution is made. 
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(2) Any individual who makes a contribution that exceeds one hundred dollars to a political 
action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or political party or to a 

campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general 
assembly shall provide the name of the individual's current employer, if any, or, if the individual is 

self-employed, the individual's occupation and the name of the individual's business, if any, to the 

recipient of the contribution at the time the contribution is made. Sections 3599.39 and 3599.40 of 
the Revised Code do not apply to division (E)(2) of this section. 

(3) If a campaign committee shows that it has exercised its best efforts to obtain, maintain, 
and submit the information required under divisions (B)(4)(b)(ii) and (iii) of this section, that 
committee is considered to have met the requirements of those divisions. A campaign committee 

shall not be considered to have exercised its best efforts unless, in connection with written 

solicitations, it regularly includes a written request for the information required under division (B)(4) 

(b )(ii) of this section from the contributor or the information required under division (B)( 4)(b )(iii) of 
this section from whoever transmits the contribution. 

(4) Any check that a political action committee uses to make a contribution or an 

expenditure shall contain the full name and address of the committee and the registration number 
assigned to the committee under division (D)(l) of this section. 

(F) As used in this section: 

(l)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(l) of this section, "address" means all of 
the following if they exist: apartment number, street, road, or highway name and number, rural 

delivery route number, city or village, state, and zip code as used in a person's post-office address, 
but not post-office box. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)( 1) of this section, if an address is required in 
this section, a post-office box and office, room, or suite number may be included in addition to, but 

not in lieu of, an apartment, street, road, or highway name and number. 
(c) If an address is required in this section, a campaign committee, political action 

committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity may use the 

business or residence address of its treasurer or deputy treasurer. The post-office box number of the 
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or 
political contributing entity may be used in addition to that address. 

(d) For the sole purpose of a campaign committee's reporting of contributions on a statement 

of contributions received under division (B)(4) of this section, "address" has one of the following 
meanings at the option of the campaign committee: 

(i) The same meaning as in division (F)(l)(a) of this section; 

(ii) All of the following, if they exist: the contributor's post-office box number and city or 
village, state, and zip code as used in the contributor's post-office address. 

(e) As used with regard to the reporting under this section of any expenditure, "address" 

means all of the following if they exist: apartment number, street, road, or highway name and 
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number, rural delivery route number, city or village, state, and zip code as used in a person's post­

office address, or post-office box. If an address concerning any expenditure is required in this 
section, a campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political 
party, or political contributing entity may use the business or residence address of its treasurer or 

deputy treasurer or its post-office box number. 

(2) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of 
state, attorney general, member of the state boe:rd of ed1:1eaboA chief justice of the supreme court, or 
justice of the supreme court. 

(3) "Candidate for county office" means a candidate for the office of county auditor, county 
treasurer, clerk of the court of common pleas, judge of the court of common pleas, sheriff, county 

recorder, county engineer, county commissioner, prosecuting attorney, or coroner. 

(G) An independent expenditure shall be reported whenever and in the same manner that an 
expenditure is required to be reported under this section and shall be reported pursuant to division 

(B)(2)(a) or (C)(2)(a) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code. 

(H)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (H)(2) of this section, if, during the 
combined pre-election and postelection reporting periods for an election, a campaign committee has 

received contributions of five hundred dollars or less and has made expenditures in the total amount 
of five hundred dollars or less, it may file a statement to that effect, under penalty of election 

falsification, in lieu of the statement required by division (A)(2) of this section. The statement shall 
indicate the total amount of contributions received and the total amount of expenditures made during 
those combined reporting periods. 

(2) In the case of a successful candidate at a primary election, if either the total contributions 

received by or the total expenditures made by the candidate's campaign committee during the 

preprimary, postprimary, pregeneral, and postgeneral election periods combined equal more than 
five hundred dollars, the campaign committee may file the statement under division (H)(l) of this 

section only for the primary election. The first statement that the campaign committee files in regard 
to the general election shall reflect all contributions received and all expenditures made during the 

preprimary and postprimary election periods. 
(3) Divisions (H)(l) and (2) of this section do not apply if a campaign committee receives 

contributions or makes expenditures prior to the first day of January of the year of the election at 
which the candidate seeks nomination or election to office or if the campaign committee does not 

file a termination statement with its postprimary election statement in the case of an unsuccessful 
primary election candidate or with its postgeneral election statement in the case of other candidates. 

(I) In the case of a contribution made by a partner of a partnership or an owner or a member 
of another unincorporated business from any funds of the partnership or other unincorporated 

business, all of the following apply: 

(1) The recipient of the contribution shall report the contribution by listing both the 
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partnership or other unincorporated business and the name of the partner, owner, or member making 

the contribution. 
(2) In reporting the contribution, the recipient of the contribution shall be entitled to 

conclusively rely upon the information provided by the partnership or other unincorporated business, 

provided that the information includes one of the following: 
(a) The name of each partner, owner, or member as of the date of the contribution or 

contributions, and a statement that the total contributions are to be allocated equally among all of the 
partners, owners, or members; or 

(b) The name of each partner, owner, or member as of the date of the contribution or 

contributions who is participating in the contribution or contributions, and a statement that the 

contribution or contributions are to be allocated to those individuals in accordance with the 

information provided by the partnership or other unincorporated business to the recipient of the 

contribution. 
(3) For purposes of section 3 517.102 of the Revised Code, the contribution shall be 

considered to have been made by the partner, owner, or member reported under division (I)(l) of 

this section. 
(4) No contribution from a partner of a partnership or an owner or a member of another 

unincorporated business shall be accepted from any funds of the partnership or other unincorporated 

business unless the recipient reports the contribution under division (I)( l) of this section together 
with the information provided under division (1)(2) of this section. 

(5) No partnership or other unincorporated business shall make a contribution or 
contributions solely in the name of the partnership or other unincorporated business. 

(6) As used in division (I) of this section, "partnership or other unincorporated business" 

includes, but is not limited to, a cooperative, a sole proprietorship, a general partnership, a limited 

partnership, a limited partnership association, a limited liability partnership, and a limited liability 

company. 
(J) A candidate shall have only one campaign committee at any given time for all of the 

offices for which the person is a candidate or holds office. 

(K)(l) In addition to filing a designation of appointment of a treasurer under division (D)(l) 
of this section, the campaign committee of any candidate for an elected municipal office that pays an 

annual amount of compensation of five thousand dollars or less, the campaign committee of any 
candidate for member of a board of education exoept member of the state board ef eduoatiofl, or the 
campaign committee of any candidate for township trustee or township fiscal officer may sign, 

under penalty of election falsification, a certificate attesting that the committee will not accept 
contributions during an election period that exceed in the aggregate two thousand dollars from all 

contributors and one hundred dollars from any one individual, and that the campaign committee will 
not make expenditures during an election period that exceed in the aggregate two thousand dollars. 

The certificate shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state and shall be filed not 
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later than ten days after the candidate files a declaration of candidacy and petition, a nominating 
petition, or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(3) of this section, a campaign committee 
that files a certificate under division (K)(l) of this section is not required to file the statements 
required by division (A) of this section. 

(3) If, after filing a certificate under division (K)(l) of this section, a campaign committee 
exceeds any of the limitations described in that division during an election period, the certificate is 
void and thereafter the campaign committee shall file the statements required by division (A) of this 
section. If the campaign committee has not previously filed a statement, then on the first statement 
the campaign committee is required to file under division (A) of this section after the committee's 
certificate is void, the committee shall report all contributions received and expenditures made from 
the time the candidate filed the candidate's declaration of candidacy and petition, nominating 
petition, or declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate. 

(4) As used in division (K) of this section, "election period" means the period of time 
beginning on the day a person files a declaration of candidacy and petition, nominating petition, or 
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate through the day of the election at which the person 
seeks nomination to office if the person is not elected to office, or, if the candidate was nominated in 
a primary election, the day of the election at which the candidate seeks office. 

(L) A political contributing entity that receives contributions from the dues, membership 
fees, or other assessments of its members or from its officers, shareholders, and employees may 
report the aggregate amount of contributions received from those contributors and the number of 
individuals making those contributions, for each filing period under divisions (A)(l), (2), (3), and (4) 
of this section, rather than reporting information as required under division (B)(4) of this section, 
including, when applicable, the name of the current employer, if any, of a contributor whose 
contribution exceeds one hundred dollars or, if such a contributor is self-employed, the contributor's 
occupation and the name of the contributor's business, if any. Division (B)(4) of this section applies 
to a political contributing entity with regard to contributions it receives from all other contributors. 

Sec. 3517.102. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, 
as used in this section and sections 3 517 .103 and 3 517 .104 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but 
includes only candidates for the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor 
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member af the state board of eEh:1eation, member of the 
general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court. 

(2) "Statewide candidate" or "any one statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for 
the offices of governor and lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, 
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, 1.nember of tlie state bearEi of edt:1eation chief 
justice of the supreme court, or justice of the supreme court. 

(3) "Senate candidate" means a candidate for the office of state senator. 
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(4) "House candidate" means a candidate for the office of state representative. 

(5)(a) "Primary election period" for a candidate begins on the beginning date of the 
candidate's pre-filing period specified in division (A)(9) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code 
and ends on the day of the primary election. 

(b) In regard to any candidate, the "general election period" begins on the day after the 
primary election immediately preceding the general election at which the candidate seeks an office 

specified in division (A)(l) of this section and ends on the thirty-first day of December following 
that general election. 

(6) "State candidate fund" means the state candidate fund established by a state or county 

political party under division (D)(3)(c) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 

(7) "Postgeneral election statement" means the statement filed under division (A)(2) of 

section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code by the campaign committee of a candidate after the general 

election in which the candidate ran for office or filed by legislative campaign fund after the general 

election in an even-numbered year. 
(8) "Contribution" means any contribution that is required to be reported in the statement of 

contributions under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 
(9)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(9)(b) of this section, "designated state 

campaign committee" means: 

(i) In the case of contributions to or from a state political party, a campaign committee of a 

statewide candidate, statewide officeholder, senate candidate, house candidate, or member of the 
general assembly. 

(ii) In the case of contributions to or from a county political party, a campaign committee of 

a senate candidate or house candidate whose candidacy is to be submitted to some or all of the 
electors in that county, or member of the general assembly whose district contains all or part of that 

county. 
(iii) In the case of contributions to or from a legislative campaign fund, a campaign 

committee of any of the following: 

(I) A senate or house candidate who, if elected, will be a member of the same party that 
established the legislative campaign fund and the same house with which the legislative campaign 
fund is associated; 

(II) A state senator or state representative who is a member of the same party that established 

the legislative campaign fund and the same house with which the legislative campaign fund is 
associated. 

(b) A campaign committee is no longer a "designated state campaign committee" after the 
campaign committee's candidate changes the designation of treasurer required to be filed under 

division (D)(l) of section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code to indicate that the person intends to be a 

candidate for, or becomes a candidate for nomination or election to, any office that, if elected, would 
not qualify that candidate's campaign committee as a "designated state campaign committee" under 
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division (A)(9)(a) of this section. 

(B)(l)(a) No individual who is seven years of age or older shall make a contribution or 

contributions aggregating more than: 

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 
(ii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a 
primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iv) Ten thousand dollars to a county political party of the county in which the individual's 
designated Ohio residence is located for the party's state candidate fund in a calendar year; 

(v) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year; 

(vi) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate 

fund in a calendar year; 
(vii) Ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee in a calendar year; 

(viii) Ten thousand dollars to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year. 
(b) No individual shall make a contribution or contributions to the state candidate fund of a 

county political party of any county other than the county in which the individual's designated Ohio 

residence is located. 
(c) No individual who is under seven years of age shall make any contribution. 

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no political action committee shall make a 
contribution or contributions aggregating more than: 

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a 
primary election period or in a general election period; 

(ii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a 
primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a 
primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iv) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year; 
(v) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund 

in a calendar year; 

(vi) Ten thousand dollars to another political action committee or to a political contributing 

entity in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political action committee that makes a 
contribution to a political action committee or a political contributing entity affiliated with it. For 

purposes of this division, a political action committee is affiliated with another political action 
committee or with a political contributing entity if they are both established, financed, maintained, 

or controlled by, or if they are, the same corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing 

association, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary, division, or department of that 
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corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person. 

(b) No political action committee shall make a contribution or contributions to a county 

political party for the party's state candidate fund. 
(3) No campaign committee shall make a contribution or contributions aggregating more 

than: 
(a) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 
(b) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 
(c) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a primary 

election period or in a general election period; 

(d) Ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee in a calendar year; 

(e) Ten thousand dollars to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year. 
(4)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no political party shall make a contribution 

or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee or 

to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year. 
(b) No county political party shall make a contribution or contributions to another county 

political party. 
(5)(a) Subject to division (B)(S)(b) of this section, no campaign committee, other than a 

designated state campaign committee, shall make a contribution or contributions aggregating in a 

calendar year more than: 
(i) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund; 
(ii) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund; 

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to any one county political party for the party's state candidate 

fund. 
(b) No campaign committee shall make a contribution or contributions to a county political 

party for the party's state candidate fund unless one of the following applies: 
(i) The campaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in that county. 

(ii) The campaign committee's candidate is the holder of an elected public office that 
represents all or part of the population of that county at the time the contribution is made. 

(6)(a) No state candidate fund of a county political party shall make a contribution or 

contributions, except a contribution or contributions to a designated state campaign committee, in a 

primary election period or a general election period, aggregating more than: 
(i) Two hundred fifty thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide 

candidate; 
(ii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate; 

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate. 
(b)(i) No state candidate fund of a state or county political party shall make a transfer or a 
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contribution or transfers or contributions of cash or cash equivalents to a designated state campaign 
committee in a primary election period or in a general election period aggregating more than: 

(I) Five hundred thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide 

candidate; 

(II) One hundred thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate; 

(Ill) Fifty thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate. 
(ii) No legislative campaign fund shall make a transfer or a contribution or transfers or 

contributions of cash or cash equivalents to a designated state campaign committee aggregating 
more than: 

(I) Fifty thousand dollars in a primary election period or one hundred thousand dollars in a 

general election period to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate; 

(II) Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary election period or fifty thousand dollars in a 
general election period to the campaign committee of any one house candidate. 

(iii) As used in divisions (B)(6)(b) and (C)(6) of this section, "transfer or contribution of 
cash or cash equivalents" does not include any in-kind contributions. 

(c) A county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a county 
having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand may make one or more contributions 

from other accounts to any one statewide candidate or to any one designated state campaign 

committee that do not exceed, in the aggregate, two thousand five hundred dollars in any primary 
election period or general election period. 

(d) No legislative campaign fund shall make a contribution, other than to a designated state 
campaign committee or to the state candidate fund of a political party. 

(7)(a) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no political contributing entity shall make a 
contribution or contributions aggregating more than: 

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 
(ii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a 

primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a 
primary election period or in a general election period; 

(iv) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year; 
(v) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund 

in a calendar year; 

(vi) Ten thousand dollars to another political contributing entity or to a political action 

committee in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political contributing entity that 

makes a contribution to a political contributing entity or a political action committee affiliated with 

it. For purposes of this division, a political contributing entity is affiliated with another political 
contributing entity or with a political action committee if they are both established, financed, 
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maintained, or controlled by, or if they are, the same corporation, organization, labor organization, 

continuing association, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary, division, or department of 
that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person. 

(b) No political contributing entity shall make a contribution or contributions to a county 

political party for the party's state candidate fund. 

(C)(l)(a) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no campaign committee of a statewide 
candidate shall do any of the following: 

(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 
years of age; 

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from 
any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from 

any one political contributing entity, or from any one other campaign committee in a primary 
election period or in a general election period; 

(iii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than two hundred fifty 
thousand dollars from any one or combination of state candidate funds of county political parties in a 

primary election period or in a general election period. 

(b) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall accept a contribution or 
contributions aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period 

or in a general election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that 
is located in a county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand. 

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section and except for a designated state campaign 

committee, no campaign committee of a senate candidate shall do either of the following: 
(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 

years of age; 

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from 

any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from 

any one political contributing entity, from any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or 
from any one other campaign committee in a primary election period or in a general election period. 

(b) No campaign committee of a senate candidate shall accept a contribution or contributions 

aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period or in a general 

election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a 
county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand. 

(3)(a) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section and except for a designated state campaign 
committee, no campaign committee of a house candidate shall do either of the following: 

(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 
years of age; 

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from 

any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from 
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any one political contributing entity, from any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or 
from any one other campaign committee in a primary election period or in a general election period. 

(b) No campaign committee of a house candidate shall accept a contribution or contributions 

aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period or in a general 

election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a 

county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand. 
(4)(a)(i) Subject to division (C)(4)(a)(ii) of this section and except for a designated state 

campaign committee, no county political party shall knowingly accept a contribution or 
contributions from any individual who is under seven years of age, or accept a contribution or 

contributions for the party's state candidate fund aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from 

any one individual whose designated Ohio residence is located within that county and who is seven 

years of age or older or from any one campaign committee in a calendar year. 

(ii) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no county political party shall accept a 
contribution or contributions for the party's state candidate fund from any individual whose 

designated Ohio residence is located outside of that county and who is seven years of age or older, 

from any campaign committee unless the campaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in 
that county or unless the campaign committee's candidate is the holder of an elected public office 

that represents all or part of the population of that county at the time the contribution is accepted, or 
from any political action committee or any political contributing entity. 

(iii) No county political party shall accept a contribution or contributions from any other 

county political party. 

(b) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no state political party shall do either of the 
following: 

(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 

years of age; 
(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions for the party's state candidate fund aggregating 

more than thirty thousand dollars from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from 

any one political action committee, from any one political contributing entity, or from any one 

campaign committee, other than a designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year. 
(5) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no legislative campaign fund shall do either of 

the following: 
(a) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 

years of age; 

(b) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than fifteen thousand dollars 
from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, 

from any one political contributing entity, or from any one campaign committee, other than a 

designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year. 
(6)(a) No designated state campaign committee shall accept a transfer or contribution of cash 
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or cash equivalents from a state candidate fund of a state political party aggregating in a primary 
election period or a general election period more than: 

(i) Five hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a statewide 

candidate; 

(ii) One hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate 

candidate; 
(iii) Fifty thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate. 

(b) No designated state campaign committee shall accept a transfer or contribution ofcash or 
cash equivalents from a legislative campaign fund aggregating more than: 

(i) Fifty thousand dollars in a primary election period or one hundred thousand dollars in a 

general election period, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate candidate; 

(ii) Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary election period or fifty thousand dollars in a 

general election period, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate. 

(c) No campaign committee of a candidate for the office of member of the general assembly, 
including a designated state campaign committee, shall accept a transfer or contribution of cash or 

cash equivalents from any one or combination of state candidate funds of county political parties 
aggregating in a primary election period or a general election period more than: 

(i) One hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate candidate; 
(ii) Fifty thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate. 
(7)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no political action committee and no 

political contributing entity shall do either of the following: 
(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven 

years of age; 

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from 

any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one campaign committee, or from 
any one political party in a calendar year. 

(b) Subject to division (D)(l) of this section, no political action committee shall accept a 

contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from another political 
action committee or from a political contributing entity in a calendar year. Subject to division (D)(l) 

of this section, no political contributing entity shall accept a contribution or contributions 

aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from another political contributing entity or from a 
political action committee in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political action 

committee or political contributing entity that accepts a contribution from a political action 

committee or political contributing entity affiliated with it. For purposes of this division, a political 
action committee is affiliated with another political action committee or with a political contributing 

entity if they are both established, financed, maintained, or controlled by the same corporation, 

organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent, 
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing 
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association, or other person. 
(D)(l)(a) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in division (B)(2) of this section and the 

limitations prescribed in divisions (C)(l), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (7)(b) of this section, whichever is 
applicable, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from political action committees 
that are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by, or that are, the same corporation, 
organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent, 
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing 
association, or other person, are considered to have been made by or accepted from a single political 

action committee. 
(b) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in division (B)(7) of this section and the 

limitations prescribed in divisions (C)(l), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (7)(b) of this section, whichever is 
applicable, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from political contributing 
entities that are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by, or that are, the same corporation, 
organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent, 
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing 
association, or other person, are considered to have been made by or accepted from a single political 
contributing entity. 

(2) As used in divisions (B)(l)(a)(vii), (B)(3)(d), (B)(4)(a), and (C)(7) of this section, 
"political action committee" does not include a political action committee that is organized to 
support or oppose a ballot issue or question and that makes no contributions to or expenditures on 
behalf of a political party, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political action 
committee, or political contributing entity. As used in divisions (B)(l)(a)(viii), (B)(3)(e), (B)(4)(a), 
and (C)(7) of this section, "political contributing entity" does not include a political contributing 
entity that is organized to support or oppose a ballot issue or question and that makes no 
contributions to or expenditures on behalf of a political party, campaign committee, legislative 
campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity. 

(3) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in divisions (B)(4) and (C)(7)(a) of this 
section, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from a national political party, a 
state political party, and a county political party are considered to have been made by or accepted 
from a single political party and shall be combined with each other to determine whether the 
limitations have been exceeded. 

(E)(1) If a legislative campaign fund has kept a total amount of contributions exceeding one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars at the close of business on the seventh day before the postgeneral 
election statement is required to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, the legislative 
campaign fund shall comply with division (E)(2) of this section. 

(2)(a) Any legislative campaign fund that has kept a total amount of contributions in excess 

of the amount specified in division (E)( 1) of this section at the close of business on the seventh day 
before the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under section 3517 .10 of the Revised 
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Code shall dispose of the excess amount in the manner prescribed in division (E)(2)(b )(i), (ii), or (iii) 
of this section not later than ninety days after the day the postgeneral election statement is required 

to be filed under section 3 517.10 of the Revised Code. Any legislative campaign fund that is 

required to dispose of an excess amount of contributions under this division shall file a statement on 

the ninetieth day after the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under section 

3 517 .10 of the Revised Code indicating the total amount of contributions the fund has at the close of 
business on the seventh day before the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under 

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and that the excess contributions were disposed of pursuant to 

this division and division (E)(2)(b) of this section. The statement shall be on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state and shall contain any additional information the secretary of state considers 

necessary. 

(b) Any legislative campaign fund that is required to dispose of an excess amount of 
contributions under division (E)(2) of this section shall dispose of that excess amount by doing any 

of the following: 

(i) Giving the amount to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit 
of the Ohio eleotioas election integrity commission fund created by division (I) of section 3517.152 
111.29 of the Revised Code; 

(ii) Giving the amount to individuals who made contributions to that legislative campaign 
fund as a refund of all or part of their contributions; 

(iii) Giving the amount to a corporation that is exempt from federal income taxation under 
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 50l(c) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(F)(l) No legislative campaign fund shall fail to file a statement required by division (E) of 
this section. 

(2) No legislative campaign fund shall fail to dispose of excess contributions as required by 

division (E) of this section. 
(G) Nothing in this section shall affect, be used in determining, or supersede a limitation on 

campaign contributions as provided for in the Federal Election Campaign Act. 
Sec. 3517.103. (A) For purposes of this section: 

(1) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of 

state, or attorney general, or member of the state board of ed1:1oation. 
(2)(a) "Personal funds" means contributions to the campaign committee of a candidate by the 

candidate. 

(b) A loan obtained by, guaranteed by, or for the benefit of a statewide candidate, senate 
candidate, or house candidate shall be considered "personal funds" subject to the provisions of this 
section to the extent that the loan is obtained or guaranteed by the candidate. A loan that is obtained 

or guaranteed and that is for the benefit of a statewide candidate, senate candidate, or house 
candidate shall not be considered "personal funds" for the purposes of this section but shalt be 
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considered to be a "contribution" for the purposes of this chapter if the loan is obtained or 
guaranteed by anyone other than the candidate. 

(c) When a debt or other obligation incurred by a committee or by a candidate on behalf of 

the candidate's committee is to be paid from "personal funds," those funds are considered to be 

expended when the debt or other obligation is incurred, regardless ofwhen it is paid. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, no statewide candidate 
or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly shall make an expenditure of personal 

funds to influence the results of an election for that candidate's nomination or election to office 

unless the personal funds are first deposited into the campaign fund of that candidate's campaign 

committee. 
(2) A statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly may 

make an expenditure of personal funds without first depositing those funds into the campaign 

committee's funds as long as the aggregate total of those expenditures does not exceed five hundred 

dollars at any time during an election period. After the candidate's campaign committee reimburses 
the candidate for any direct expenditure of personal funds, the amount that was reimbursed is no 

longer included in the aggregate total of expenditures of personal funds subject to the five-hundred­
dollar limit. 

Sec. 3517.104. (A) In January of each odd-numbered year, the secretary of state, in 

accordance with this division and division (B) of this section, shall adjust each amount specified in 
section 3517.102, in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10, and in division (B) of section 3517.101 of 

the Revised Code. The adjustment shall be based on the yearly average of the previous two years of 
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers or its successive equivalent, as determined by 

the United States department oflabor, bureau oflabor statistics, or its successor in responsibility, for 

all items, Series A. Using the 1996 yearly average as the base year, the secretary of state shall 
compare the most current average consumer price index with that determined in the preceding odd­

numbered year, and shall determine the percentage increase or decrease. The percentage increase or 
decrease shall be multiplied by the actual dollar figure for each office or entity specified in section 

3517.102 of the Revised Code and by each actual dollar figure specified in division (B)(4)(e) of 

section 3517.10 and in division (B) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code as determined in the 
previous odd-numbered year, and the product shall be added to or subtracted from its corresponding 

actual dollar figure, as necessary, for that previous odd-numbered year. 

The resulting amount shall be rounded to the nearest twenty-five dollars if the calculations 
are made regarding the amounts specified in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the Revised 

Code. 
If the calculations are made regarding the amounts specified in section 3 517.101 or 3 517 .102 

of the Revised Code, the resulting amount shall not be rounded. If that resulting amount is less than 

one hundred dollars, the secretary of state shall retain a record of the resulting amount and the 
manner in which it was calculated, but shall not make an adjustment unless the resulting amount, 
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when added to the resulting amount calculated in each prior odd-numbered year since the last 
adjustment was made, equals or exceeds one hundred dollars. 

(B)(l) The secretary of state shall calculate the adjustment under division (A) of this section 

and shall report the calculations and necessary materials to the auditor of state, on or before the 

thirty-first day of January of each odd-numbered year. The secretary of state shall base the 

adjustment on the most current consumer price index that is described in division (A) of this section 
and that is in effect as of the first day of January of each odd-numbered year. 

(2) The calculations made by the secretary of state under divisions (A) and (B)(l) of this 

section shall be certified by the auditor of state on or before the fifteenth day of February of each 

odd-numbered year. 
(3) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each odd-numbered year, the secretary 

of state shall prepare a report setting forth the maximum contribution limitations under section 

3517.102 of the Revised Code, the maximum amounts, if any, of contributions permitted to be kept 

under that section, the amounts required under division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the Revised 
Code for reporting contributions and in-kind contributions at social or fund-raising activities and 

contributions from amounts deducted from an employee's wages and salary, and the maximum 
office facility gift limitations under section 3517.101 of the Revised Code, as calculated and 

certified pursuant to divisions (A) and (B)(l) and (2) of this section. The report and all documents 

relating to the calculations contained in the report are public records. The report shall contain an 
indication of the period in which the limitations, the maximum contribution or gift amounts, and the 

reporting amounts apply, a summary of how the limitations, the maximum contribution or gift 

amounts, and the reporting amounts were calculated, and a statement that the report and all related 
documents are available for inspection and copying at the office of the secretary of state. 

(4) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each odd-numbered year, the secretary 

of state shall transmit the report to the general assembly and shall send the report by mail to the 
board of elections of each county. 

(5) The secretary of state shall send the report by mail to each person who files a declaration 
of candidacy or nominating petition with the secretary of state for the office of governor, lieutenant 

governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member of the state 
eoard of edueation, chief justice of the supreme court, or justice of the supreme court. The report 

shall be mailed on or before the tenth day after the filing. 

(6) A board of elections shall send the report by mail to each person who files a declaration 

of candidacy or nominating petition with the board for the office of state representative or state 
senator. The report shall be mailed on or before the tenth day after the filing. 

Sec. 3517 .108. (A) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section: 

(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but 
includes only candidates for the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor 

of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member of the sta~e board of edueation, member of the 
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general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court. 
(2) A "general election period" begins on the day after the primary election immediately 

preceding the general election at which a candidate seeks an office specified in division (A)(l) of 

this section and ends on the thirty-first day of December following that general election. 
(3) A "primary election period" begins on the first day of January of the year following the 

year in which the general election was held for the office that the candidate seeks, including any 
mid-term election, and ends on the day of the primary election. 

(B) Whenever the campaign committee of a candidate has unpaid debt at the end of a 
primary election period or at the end of a general election period, the committee may accept 
additional contributions during the immediately following election period up to the applicable 

limitation prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code from any individual, political 

action committee, political contributing entity, or other campaign committee who, during the 

primary or general election period for which debt remains unpaid, has contributed less than the 
contribution limitations prescribed under section 3517 .102 of the Revised Code applicable to that 

individual, political action committee, political contributing entity, or other campaign committee. 
Any additional contribution that a campaign committee accepts under this division shall count 

toward the applicable limitations prescribed under section 3517 .102 of the Revised Code for that 

primary or general election period at the end of which the debt remains unpaid, and shall not count 
toward the applicable limitations for any other primary or general election period if all of the 
following conditions apply: 

(1) The campaign committee reports, on the statement required to be filed under division (A) 

(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, all debt remaining unpaid at the end of the election 
period. The committee shall also file a separate statement, on a form prescribed by the secretary of 

state, at the same time that the committee is required to file a statement of contributions and 

expenditures under section 3 517.10 of the Revised Code. The separate statement shall include the 

name and address of each contributor who makes an additional contribution under division (B) of 
this section, how the contribution was applied to pay the unpaid debt as required by division (B)(3) 

of this section, and the balance of the unpaid debt after each contribution was applied to it. 
(2) The additional contributions are accepted only during the primary or general election 

period, whichever is applicable, immediately following the election period covered in the statement 

filed under division (B)(l) of this section. 

(3) All additional contributions made under division (B) of this section are used by the 
campaign committee that receives them only to pay the debt of the committee reported under 
division (B)( 1) of this section. 

(4) The campaign committee maintains a separate account for all additional contributions 

made under division (B) of this section and uses moneys in that account only to pay the unpaid debt 

reported under division (B)( 1) of this section and to administer the account. 
(5) The campaign committee stops accepting additional contributions after funds sufficient 
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to repay the unpaid debt reported under division (B)(l) of this section have been raised ap_d promptly 

disposes of any contributions received that exceed the amount of the unpaid debt by returning the 
excess contributions to the contributors or by giving the excess contributions to an organization that 

is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 50l(c) 

(3), (4), (8), (10), or (19) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Sec. 3517.109. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but 

includes only candidates for the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor 
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member of tl:1e state hoard of ed1:1eation, and member of 

the general assembly. 

(2) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of 

state, and attorney general, aAd member of the st=ate board of ed1:1cation. 
(3) "Senate candidate" means a candidate for the office of state senator. 

(4) "House candidate" means a candidate for the office of state representative. 

(5) "State office" means the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, 
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member of the s~ate boa-rd of ed1:1eation, and 

member of the general assembly. 
(6) "Aggregate contribution" means the total of all contributions from a contributor during 

the pre-filing period. 
(7) "Allowable aggregate contribution" means all of the following: 

(a) In the case of a contribution from a contributor whose contributions are subject to the 
contribution limits described in division (B)(l), (2), (3), (6)(a), or (7) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code, that portion of the amount of the contributor's aggregate contribution that does not 

exceed the preprimary contribution limit applicable to that contributor. 

(b) In the case of a contribution or contributions from a contributor whose contributions are 
not subject to the contribution limits described in divisions (B)(l), (2), (3), (6)(a), or (7) of section 

3517 .102 of the Revised Code, the total of the following: 
(i) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was received as in-kind services; 

(ii) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was received as cash and does not exceed 

the applicable preprimary cash transfer or contribution limits described in division (B)(6)(b) of 

section 3517 .102 of the Revised Code. 
(8) "Excess aggregate contribution" means, for each contributor, the amount by which that 

contributor's aggregate contribution exceeds that contributor's allowable aggregate contribution. 
(9) "Pre-filing period" means the period of time ending on the day that the candidacy 

petitions are due for the state office for which the candidate has filed and beginning on the latest date 

of the following: 
(a) The first day of January of the year following the general election in which that state 
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office was last on the ballot; 
(b) The first day of January of the year following the general election in which the candidate 

was last a candidate for any office; 
(c) The first day of the month following the primary election in which the candidate was last 

a candidate for any office. 
(10) "Filing date" means the last date on which a candidacy petition may be filed for an 

office. 
(11) "Applicable carry-in limit" means thirty-five thousand dollars if the candidate is a house 

candidate er a eaedidate for the state board of edueation, one hundred thousand dollars if the 
candidate is a senate candidate, and two hundred thousand dollars if the candidate is a statewide 

candidate et.lier !:baa a eaF1:di:date for the state eoard of educ-ati-e-R. 

(12) "Campaign asset" means prepaid, purchased, or donated assets available to the 

candidate on the date of the filing deadline for the office the candidate is seeking that will be 
consumed or depleted in the course of the candidate's election campaign, including, but not limited 

to, postage, prepaid rent for campaign headquarters, prepaid radio, television, and newspaper 

advertising, and other prepaid consulting and personal services. 
(13) "Permitted funds" means the sum of the following: 

(a) The total of the allowable aggregate contribution of each contributor; 

(b) The applicable carry-in limit. 
(14) "Excess funds" means the amount by which the sum of the total cash on hand and total 

reported campaign assets exceeds permitted funds. 
(15) "Covered candidate" means both of the following: 

(a) A candidate who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or has a campaign committee that 
accepts contributions on the candidate's behalf for the purpose of nominating or electing the 

candidate to any office not subject to the contribution limits prescribed in section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code; 
(b) A person who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or has a campaign committee that 

accepts contributions on the person's behalf prior to the person deciding upon or announcing the 
office for which the person will become a candidate for nomination or election. 

(B) Each candidate who files for state office, not later than the filing date for that office, 

shall dispose of any excess funds. Each covered candidate who files for state office, not later than 

the filing date for that office, shall dispose of any excess aggregate contributions. 
(C) Any campaign committee that is required to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate 

contributions under division (B) of this section shall dispose of that excess amount or amounts by 

doing any of the following: 
(I) Giving the amount to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit 

of the Ohio elections election integrity commission fund created ey divisioa (I) ef under section 

3517.152 111.29 of the Revised Code; 
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(2) Giving the amount to individuals who made contributions to that campaign committee as 
a refund of all or part of their contributions; 

(3) Giving the amount to a corporation that is exempt from federal income taxation under 

subsection 50l(a) and described in subsection 50l(c) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
(D)(l) Subject to division (D)(2) of this section, no candidate or covered candidate shall 

appear on the ballot, even if certified to appear on the ballot, unless the candidate's or covered 

candidate's campaign committee has disposed of excess funds, excess aggregate contributions, or 
both as required by divisions (B) and (C) of this section. 

(2) If the excess aggregate contributions accepted by a covered candidate or a covered 
candidate's campaign committee aggregate a total of less than five thousand dollars from all 

contributors, that candidate shall not be prohibited from appearing on the ballot under division (D) 

(1) of this section. 

(E)( 1) The campaign committee of each candidate required to dispose of excess funds under 

this section shall file a report, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, with the official or 
board with which the candidate is required to file statements under section 3 517 .11 of the Revised 

Code. The report shall be filed by the seventh day following the filing deadline for the office the 

candidate is seeking, shall indicate the amount of excess funds disposed of, and shall describe the 

manner in which the campaign committee disposed of the excess amount. 
(2) In addition to the information required to be included in a report filed under division (E) 

(1) of this section, the campaign committee of each covered candidate required to dispose of excess 
aggregate contributions under this section shall include in that report the source and amount of each 

excess aggregate contribution disposed of and shall describe the manner in which the campaign 
committee disposed of the excess amount. 

(F)(1) Each campaign committee of a candidate who has filed a declaration of candidacy or a 

nominating petition for a state office, not later than seven days after the filing date for the office the 

candidate is seeking, shall file a declaration of filing-day finances, on a form prescribed by the 
secretary of state, with the official or board with which the candidate is required to file statements 

under section 3517 .11 of the Revised Code. 
(2) A declaration of filing-day finances shall list all of the following: 

(a) The amount of cash on hand in the candidate's campaign fund on the filing date for the 

office the candidate is seeking. 

(b) The value and description of all campaign assets worth five hundred dollars or more 
available to the candidate on the filing date. Assets purchased by the campaign shall be valued at 

actual cost, and in-kind contributions shall be valued at market value. 
(c) The total of all aggregate contributions; 

(d) The total of all allowable aggregate contributions; 
(e) The applicable carry-in limit, if any. 

(3) In addition to the information required to be included in a report of filing-day finances 
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filed under division (F)( 1) of this section, the campaign committee of each covered candidate shall 
include both of the following in that report: 

(a) The total of all excess aggregate contributions; 

(b) For each contributor, if any, for whom there is an excess aggregate contribution, the 

name, address, aggregate contribution, and excess aggregate contribution. 

(G) A campaign committee of a candidate is not required to file a declaration of filing-day 
finances under division (F) of this section if all of the following apply: 

(1) The campaign committee has not accepted, during the pre-filing period, any aggregate 
contribution greater than the applicable amount. 

(2) The campaign committee had less than the carry-in amount in cash on hand at the 

beginning of the pre-filing period. 

(3) The candidate files a declaration, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, with the 

official or board with which the candidate is required to file statements under section 3517 .11 of the 

Revised Code not later than seven days after the filing date for the office that candidate is seeking, 
stating that the candidate's campaign committee has not accepted aggregate contributions as 

described in division (G)(l) of this section and has less than the carry-in amount in cash on hand as 
described in division (G)(2) of this section. 

Sec. 3517.1012. (A)(l) Each state and county political party shall establish a restricted fund 

that is separate from all other accounts of the political party. 
(2) A state or county political party shall deposit into its restricted fund all gifts that are 

made to or accepted by the political party from a corporation or labor organization subject to the 
applicable limitations prescribed in division (X) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code. A state or 

county political party may deposit into its restricted fund any gifts that are made to or accepted by 
the political party from a source other than a corporation or labor organization. 

(3) Moneys in a state or county political party's restricted fund may be disbursed to pay costs 
incurred for any of the following purposes specified ifl diyision (A) ef section 3517.18 ef the 

Re1,1ised Cede~ 
(a) The defraying of operating and maintenance costs associated with political party 

headquarters, including rental or leasing costs. staff salaries, office equipment and supplies, postage, 
and the purchase. lease, or maintenance of computer hardware and software; 

(b) The organization of voter registration programs and get-out-the-vote campaign and the 

costs associated with voter registration and get-out-the-vote activitie . including. but not limited to. 

rental costs for booth spaces at fairs. festivals, or similar events if voter registration forms are 
available at those booths. printing costs for registration fonn . mailing costs for communications 

soliciting voter registration. and payments for the services of persons conducting voter registration 
and get-out-the-vote activities: 

{c) The administration of party fund-raising drives; 

(d) Direct mail campaigns or other communications with the registered voters of a party that 
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are not related to any particular candidate or election; 
(e) The preparation of reports required by law. 

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, a state or county political party shall file 
deposit and disbursement statements, in the same manner as the party is required to file statements 

of contributions and expenditures under section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code, regarding all deposits 
made into, and all disbursements made from, the party's restricted fund. Deposit and disbursement 

statements filed in accordance with this division by a county political party shall be filed by 
electronic means of transmission to the office of the secretary of state at the times specified in 
division (A) of section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code for the filing of statements of contributions and 

expenditures if the county political party accepts gifts from a corporation or labor organization under 
division (A)(2) of this section. 

Sec. 3517.11. (A)(l) Campaign committees of candidates for statewide office or the state 

board of education, political action committees or political contributing entities that make 
contributions to campaign committees of candidates that are required to file the statements 

prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state, political action 
committees or political contributing entities that make contributions to campaign committees of 

candidates for member of the general assembly, political action committees or political contributing 

entities that make contributions to state and national political parties and to legislative campaign 
funds, political action committees or political contributing entities that receive contributions or make 

expenditures in connection with a statewide ballot issue, political action committees or political 
contributing entities that make contributions to other political action committees or political 

contributing entities, political parties, and campaign committees, except as set forth in division (A) 
(3) of this section, legislative campaign funds, and state and national political parties shall file the 

statements prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state. 

(2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (E) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, 

campaign committees of candidates for all other offices shall file the statements prescribed by 
section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code with the board of elections where their candidates are required 
to file their petitions or other papers for nomination or election. 

(b) A campaign committee of a candidate for office of member of the general assembly or a 

campaign committee of a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals shall file two copies 

of the printed version of any statement, addendum, or amended statement if the committee does not 

file pursuant to division (E) or (J) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code but files by printed 
version only with the appropriate board of elections. The board of elections shall send one of those 

copies by certified mail or an electronic copy to the secretary of state before the close of business on 
the day the board of elections receives the statement, addendum, or amended statement. 

(3) Political action committees or political contributing entities that only contribute to a 

county political party, contribute to campaign committees of candidates whose nomination or 
election is to be submitted only to electors within a county, subdivision, or district, excluding 
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candidates for member of the general assembly, and receive contributions or make expenditures in 
connection with ballot questions or issues to be submitted only to electors within a county, 

subdivision, or district shall file the statements prescribed by section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code 
with the board of elections in that county or in the county contained in whole or part within the 

subdivision or district having a population greater than that of any other county contained in whole 

or part within that subdivision or district, as the case may be. 
(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(l )( e) of section 3517 .106 of the Revised 

Code with respect to state candidate funds, county political parties shall file the statements 

prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board of elections of their respective 

counties. 
(B)(l) The official with whom petitions and other papers for nomination or election to public 

office are filed shall furnish each candidate at the time of that filing a copy of sections 3517.01, 

3517.08 to 3517.11, 3517.13 to 3517.9933517.991, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the Revised Code and 

any other materials that the secretary of state may require. Each candidate receiving the materials 

shall acknowledge their receipt in writing. 
(2) On or before the tenth day before the dates on which statements are required to be filed 

by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall notify every candidate subject to 

the provisions of this section and sections 3517.10 and 3517.106 of the Revised Code of the 

requirements and applicable penalties of those sections. The secretary of state shall notify all 
candidates required to file those statements with the secretary of state's office either by certified 

mail, or, if the secretary of state has record of an internet identifier of record associated with the 

candidate, by ordinary mail and by that internet identifier of record. The board of elections of every 
county shall notify by first class mail any candidate who has personally appeared at the office of the 

board on or before the tenth day before the statements are required to be filed and signed a form, to 

be provided by the secretary of state, attesting that the candidate has been notified of the candidate's 
obligations under the campaign finance law. The board shall forward the completed form to the 

secretary of state. The board shall notify all other candidates required to file those statements with it 
either by certified mail, or, if the secretary of state has record of an internet identifier of record 

associated with the candidate, by ordinary mail and by that internet identifier of record. 
(3)(a) Any statement required to be filed under sections 3517.081 to 3517.14 3517.13 of the 

Revised Code that is found to be incomplete or inaccurate by the officer to whom it is submitted 
shall be accepted on a conditional basis, and the person who filed it shall be notified by certified 
mail as to the incomplete or inaccurate nature of the statement. The secretary of state may examine 

statements filed for candidates for the office of member of the general assembly and candidates for 
the office of judge of a court of appeals for completeness and accuracy. The secretary of state shall 

examine for completeness and accuracy statements that campaign committees of candidates for the 

office of member of the general assembly and campaign committees of candidates for the office of 
judge of a court of appeals file pursuant to division (E) or (J) of section 3517 .106 of the Revised 
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Code. If an officer at the board of elections where a statement filed for a candidate for the office of 

member of the general assembly or for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals was 
submitted finds the statement to be incomplete or inaccurate, the officer shall immediately notify the 

secretary of state of its incomplete or inaccurate nature. If either an officer at the board of elections 
or the secretary of state finds a statement filed for a candidate for the office of member of the 

general assembly or for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals to be incomplete or 
inaccurate, only the secretary of state shall send the notification as to the incomplete or inaccurate 

nature of the statement. 
Within twenty-one days after receipt of the notice, in the case of a pre-election statement, a 

postelection statement, a monthly statement, an annual statement, or a semiannual statement 
prescribed by section 3517 .10, an annual statement prescribed by section 3517.101, or a statement 

prescribed by division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517 .105 or section 3517 .107 of the Revised 
Code, the recipient shall file an addendum, amendment, or other correction to the statement 

providing the information necessary to complete or correct the statement. The secretary of state may 

require that, in lieu of filing an addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement that is filed 
by electronic means of transmission to the office of the secretary of state or a board of elections 

pursuant to section 3517 .106 of the Revised Code, the recipient of the notice described in this 

division file by electronic means of transmission an amended statement that incorporates the 

information necessary to complete or correct the statement. 
The secretary of state shall determine by rule when an addendum, amendment, or other 

correction to any of the following or when an amended statement of any of the following shall be 

filed: 
(i) A two-business-day statement prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code; 
(ii) A disclosure of electioneering communications statement prescribed by division (D) of 

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code; 
(iii) A deposit and disbursement statement prescribed under division (B) of section 

3517.1012 of the Revised Code; 
(iv) A gift and disbursement statement prescribed under section 3517.1013 of the Revised 

Code; 
(v) A donation and disbursement statement prescribed under section 3517.1014 of the 

Revised Code. 
An addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement that is filed by electronic 

means of transmission pursuant to section 3517 .106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in the same 

manner as the statement. 
The provisions of sections 3517.10, 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, and 

3517.1014 of the Revised Code pertaining to the filing of statements of contributions and 

expenditures, statements of independent expenditures, disclosure of electioneering communications 

statements, deposit and disbursement statements, gift and disbursement statements, and donation and 
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disbursement statements by electronic means of transmission apply to the filing of addenda, 

amendments, or other corrections to those statements by electronic means of transmission and the 
filing of amended statements by electronic means of transmission. 

(b) Within five business days after the secretary of state receives, by electronic or other 

means of transmission, an addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement or an amended 

statement under division (B)(3)(a) of this section, the secretary of state, pursuant to divisions (E) and 

(G) of section 3517.106 or division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code, shall make the 
contribution and expenditure, contribution and disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and 
disbursement, or donation and disbursement information in that addendum, amendment, correction, 

or amended statement available online to the public through the internet. 

(4)(a) The secretary of state or the board of elections shall examine all statements for 

compliance with sections 3517.08 to 3517.14 3517.13 of the Revised Code. 

(b) The secretary of state may contract with an individual or entity not associated with the 
secretary of state and experienced in interpreting the campaign finance law of this state to conduct 

examinations of statements filed by any statewide candidate, as defined in section 3517.103 of the 

Revised Code. 
(c) The examination shall be conducted by a person or entity qualified to conduct it. The 

results of the examination shall be available to the public, and, when the examination is conducted 

by an individual or entity not associated with the secretary of state, the results of the examination 

shall be reported to the secretary of state. 
(C)(l) In the event of a failure to file or a late filing of a statement required to be filed under 

sections 3517.081 to 3517.14 3517.13 of the Revised Code, or if a filed statement or any addendum, 

amendment, or other correction to a statement or any amended statement, if an addendum, 

amendment, or other correction or an amended statement is required to be filed, is incomplete or 

inaccurate or appears to disclose a failure to comply with or a violation of law, the official whose 
duty it is to examine the statement shall promptly file a complaint with the Ohio eleetions 

eommission under section 3517.153 3517.16 of the Revised Code if the law is one o•rer whieh the 
eommissioR has jHrisdietion to hear eomplaintslisted in division (A) of section 35 I 7 .15 of the 
Revised Code, or the official shall promptly report the failure or violation to the board of elections 
and the board shall promptly report it to the prosecuting attorney in accordance with division (J) of 

section 3501.11 of the Revised Code. If the of.fieial files a eomplaiat with tlie eommission, the 

eommission shall proceed ia aoeordanee with seetfons 3517.154 to 3517. l57 of the Revised Code. 
(2) For purposes of division (C)( l) of this section, a statement or an addendum, amendment, 

or other correction to a statement or an amended statement required to be filed under sections 

3517.081 to 3517.14 3517.13 of the Revised Code is incomplete or inaccurate under this section if 
the statement, addendum, amendment, other correction, or amended statement fails to disclose 

substantially all contributions, gifts, or donations that are received or deposits that are made that are 

required to be reported under sections 3517.10, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 
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3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code or if the statement, addendum, amendment, other 

correction, or amended statement fails to disclose at least ninety per cent of the total contributions, 

gifts, or donations received or deposits made or of the total expenditures or disbursements made 

during the reporting period. 

(D) No certificate of nomination or election shall be issued to a person, and no person 
elected to an office shall enter upon the performance of the duties of that office, until that person or 

that person's campaign committee, as appropriate, has fully complied with this section and sections 

3517.08, 3517.081 , 3517.10, and 3517.13 ofthe Revised Code. 

Sec. 3517.121. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Revised Code: 
(A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the 

Revised Code. 
(2) "Foreign national" means any of the following, as applicable: 
(a) In the case of an individual, an individual who is not a United States citizen or national; 

(b) A government of a foreign country or of a political subdivision of a foreign country; 

(c) A foreign political party; 
(d) A person, other than an individual, that is organized under the laws of, or has its principal 

place of business in, a foreign country. 
(B) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly through any person or entity, do any of 

the following: 
(1) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or opposition 

to a candidate for any elective office in this state, including an office of a political party; 

(2) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or opposition 
to a statewide ballot issue or question, regardless of whether the ballot issue or question has yet been 

certified to appear on the ballot; 
(3) Make a disbursement for the direct cost of producing or airing an electioneering 

communication; 
(4) Make a contribution to a candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, 

political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, or 
separate segregated fund, to any committee created to support or oppose a ballot issue or question, 

or, to the maximum extent permitted by law and by the constitutions of the United States and of this 

state, to a continuing association; 
(5) Promise, either expressly or implicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, independent 

expenditure, or disbursement described in division (B)(l), (2), (3), or (4) of this section. 

(C) No individual, candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, political 
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, separate 

segregated fund, or committee created to support or oppose a ballot issue or question and, to the 

maximum extent permitted by law and by the constitutions of the United States and of this state, no 
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continuing association shall, directly or indirectly through any other person or entity, knowingly do 

either of the following: 

(1) Solicit, accept, or receive any funds from a foreign national for any purpose described in 

division (B) of this section; 

(2) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure using any funds the person 

knows were received from a foreign national for any purpose described in division (B) of this 

section. 
(D) No person shall knowingly aid or facilitate a violation of division (B) or (C) of this 

section. 
(E) Any complaint that alleges a violation of division (W) of section 3517.13 of the Revised 

Code shall be treated as instead alleging a violation of this section. 

(F)(l) Whoever knowingly violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of 

the first degree on a first offense and is guilty of a felony of the fifth degree on a second or 
subsequent offense. The violator also shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount 

involved in the violation or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater. 
(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (C) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of 

the first degree on a first offense and is guilty of a felony of the fifth degree on a second or 

subsequent offense. The violator also shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount 

involved in the violation or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater, and shall be required 
to return the total amount accepted in violation of that division to the foreign national from whom it 

was accepted. 
(3) Whoever knowingly violates division (D) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of 

the first degree and shall be fined one thousand dollars. 
(G)(l)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (G)(l)(b) of this section, the attorney 

general has exclusive authority to prosecute a violation of this section and has exclusive supervision 

and control of all investigations, prosecutions, and enforcement proceedings under this section. 

(b) If the attorney general is a victim or witness or otherwise involved in an alleged violation 
of this section, the attorney general shall refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor, as 

determined under division (A)(2) .(Q_of section 3517.155 3517.17 of the Revised Code, except that 
if applicable, the attorney general shall make the determination described in division (A)(2)(b) .{fil 

filof that section instead of the Ohio electioes election integrity commission. 
(2) Upon the occurrence of either of the following, the attorney general shall investigate an 

alleged violation of this section in consultation with the secretary of state: 
(a) The submission of a written request to the attorney general by the governor, the secretary 

of state, the general assembly, or the Ohio electiofls election integrity commission, alleging a 
violation of this section; 

(b) The filing of a complaint with the attorney general by an elector of this state, alleging a 
violation of this section. 
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(3) If it appears to the attorney general, after conducting an investigation under division (G) 

(2) of this section, that there is probable cause to believe that a violation of this section has occurred, 
the attorney general may prosecute the violation in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(H) When proceeding under this section, the attorney general and any assistant or special 

counsel designated by the attorney general for that purpose have all the rights, privileges, and 
powers conferred by law on prosecuting attorneys, including the power to appear before grand juries 

and to interrogate witnesses before such grand juries. These powers of the attorney general are in 
addition to any other applicable powers of the attorney general. 

Sec. 3517.13. (A)(l) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall fail to file a 
complete and accurate statement required under division (A)(l) of section 3517.10 of the Revised 

Code. 

(2) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall fail to file a complete and 
accurate monthly statement, and no campaign committee of a statewide candidate or a candidate for 

the office of chief justice or justice of the supreme court shall fail to file a complete and accurate 

two-business-day statement, as required under section 3 517 .10 of the Revised Code. 
As used in this division, "statewide candidate" has the same meaning as in division (F)(2) of 

section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code. 

(B) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required 

under division (A)(l) of section 3517 .10 of the Revised Code. 
(C) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required 

under division (A)(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 

(D) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required 

under division (A)(3) or ( 4) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 
(E) No person other than a campaign committee shall knowingly fail to file a statement 

required under section 3 517 .10 or 3 517 .107 of the Revised Code. 

(F) No person shall make cash contributions to any person totaling more than one hundred 
dollars in each primary, special, or general election. 

(G)(l) No person shall knowingly conceal or misrepresent contributions given or received, 

expenditures made, or any other information required to be reported by a provision in sections 
3517.08 to 3517.13 of the Revised Code. 

(2)(a) No person shall make a contribution to a campaign committee, political action 

committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, political party, or person making 
disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications in the 

name of another person. 

(b) A person does not make a contribution in the name of another when either of the 
following applies: 

(i) An individual makes a contribution from a partnership or other unincorporated business 

account, if the contribution is reported by listing both the name of the partnership or other 
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unincorporated business and the name of the partner or owner making the contribution as required 

under division (I) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 
(ii) A person makes a contribution in that person's spouse's name or in both of their names. 

(H) No person within this state, publishing a newspaper or other periodical, shall charge a 
campaign committee for political advertising a rate in excess of the rate such person would charge if 

the campaign committee were a general rate advertiser whose advertising was directed to promoting 

its business within the same area as that encompassed by the particular office that the candidate of 
the campaign committee is seeking. The rate shall take into account the amount of space used, as 

well as the type of advertising copy submitted by or on behalf of the campaign committee. All 
discount privileges otherwise offered by a newspaper or periodical to general rate advertisers shall 

be available upon equal terms to all campaign committees. 

No person within this state, operating a radio or television station or network of stations in 
this state, shall charge a campaign committee for political broadcasts a rate that exceeds: 

(1) During the forty-five days preceding the date of a primary election and during the sixty 
days preceding the date of a general or special election in which the candidate of the campaign 

committee is seeking office, the lowest unit charge of the station for the same class and amount of 
time for the same period; 

(2) At any other time, the charges made for comparable use of that station by its other users. 
(I) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M), and (N) of this section, no agency or department of this 

state or any political subdivision shall award any contract, other than one let by competitive bidding 

or a contract incidental to such contract or which is by force account, for the purchase of goods 
costing more than five hundred dollars or services costing more than five hundred dollars to any 

individual, partnership, association, including, without limitation, a professional association 

organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or trust if the individual has made or the 

individual's spouse has made, or any partner, shareholder, administrator, executor, or trustee or the 
spouse of any of them has made, as an individual, within the two previous calendar years, one or 

more contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the holder of the public office 
having ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract or to the public officer's campaign 

committee. 

(J) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M), and (N) of this section, no agency or department of this 

state or any political subdivision shall award any contract, other than one let by competitive bidding 
or a contract incidental to such contract or which is by force account, for the purchase of goods 

costing more than five hundred dollars or services costing more than five hundred dollars to a 
corporation or business trust, except a professional association organized under Chapter 1785. of the 

Revised Code, if an owner of more than twenty per cent of the corporation or business trust or the 

spouse of that person has made, as an individual, within the two previous calendar years, taking into 

consideration only owners for all of that period, one or more contributions totaling in excess of one 
thousand dollars to the holder of a public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of the 
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contract or to the public officer's campaign committee. 
(K) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if a public officer who is responsible 

for the award of a contract is appointed by the governor, whether or not the appointment is subject to 
the advice and consent of the senate, excluding members of boards, commissions, committees, 
authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the 
governor, the office of the governor is considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the 
contract. 

(L) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if a public officer who is responsible 
for the award of a contract is appointed by the elected chief executive officer of a municipal 
corporation, or appointed by the elected chief executive officer of a county operating under an 
alternative form of county government or county charter, excluding members of boards, 
commissions, committees, authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such 
entities appointed by the chief executive officer, the office of the chief executive officer is 
considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract. 

(M)(l) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to contracts awarded by the board of 
commissioners of the sinking fund, municipal legislative authorities, boards of education, boards of 
county commissioners, boards of township trustees, or other boards, commissions, committees, 
authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities created by law, by the 
supreme court or courts of appeals, by county courts consisting of more than one judge, courts of 
common pleas consisting of more than one judge, or municipal courts consisting of more than one 
judge, or by a division of any court if the division consists of more than one judge. This division 
shall apply to the specified entity only if the members of the entity act collectively in the award of a 
contract for goods or services. 

(2) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to actions of the controlling board. 
(N)(l) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section apply to contributions made to the holder of a 

public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of a contract, or to the public officer's 
campaign committee, during the time the person holds the office and during any time such person 
was a candidate for the office. Those divisions do not apply to contributions made to, or to the 
campaign committee of, a candidate for or holder of the office other than the holder of the office at 
the time of the award of the contract. 

(2) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to contributions of a partner, 
shareholder, administrator, executor, trustee, or owner of more than twenty per cent of a corporation 
or business trust made before the person held any of those positions or after the person ceased to 
hold any of those positions in the partnership, association, estate, trust, corporation, or business trust 
whose eligibility to be awarded a contract is being determined, nor to contributions of the person's 
spouse made before the person held any of those positions, after the person ceased to hold any of 
those positions, before the two were married, after the granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution of 
marriage, or annulment, or after the granting of an order in an action brought solely for legal 
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separation. Those divisions do not apply to contributions of the spouse of an individual whose 
eligibility to be awarded a contract is being determined made before the two were married, after the 

granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment, or after the granting of an 
order in an action brought solely for legal separation. 

(0) No beneficiary of a campaign fund or other person shall convert for personal use, and no 
person shall knowingly give to a beneficiary of a campaign fund or any other person, for the 

beneficiary's or any other person's personal use, anything of value from the beneficiary's campaign 

fund, including, without limitation, payments to a beneficiary for services the beneficiary personally 
performs, except as reimbursement for any of the following: 

(1) Legitimate and verifiable prior campaign expenses incurred by the beneficiary; 

(2) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses incurred by the 

beneficiary in connection with duties as the holder of a public office, including, without limitation, 

expenses incurred through participation in nonpartisan or bipartisan events if the participation of the 

holder of a public office would normally be expected; 
(3) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses incurred by the 

beneficiary while doing any of the following: 
(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to a candidate other than the 

beneficiary, political party, or ballot issue; 
(b) Raising funds for a political party, political action committee, political contributing 

entity, legislative campaign fund, campaign committee, or other candidate; 
(c) Participating in the activities of a political party, political action committee, political 

contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee; 
(d) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting. 
For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred whenever a beneficiary has either made 

payment or is obligated to make payment, as by the use of a credit card or other credit procedure or 

by the use of goods or services received on account. 
(P) No beneficiary of a campaign fund shall knowingly accept, and no person shall 

knowingly give to the beneficiary of a campaign fund, reimbursement for an expense under division 

(0) of this section to the extent that the expense previously was reimbursed or paid from another 

source of funds. If an expense is reimbursed under division (0) of this section and is later paid or 

reimbursed, wholly or in part, from another source of funds, the beneficiary shall repay the 
reimbursement received under division (0) of this section to the extent of the payment made or 

reimbursement received from the other source. 

(Q) No candidate or public official or employee shall accept for personal or business use 
anything of value from a political party, political action committee, political contributing entity, 

legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee other than the candidate's or public official's or 

employee's own campaign committee, and no person shall knowingly give to a candidate or public 
official or employee anything of value from a political party, political action committee, political 
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contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or such a campaign committee, except for the 

following: 
(1) Reimbursement for legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses not 

otherwise prohibited by law incurred by the candidate or public official or employee while engaged 

in any legitimate activity of the political party, political action committee, political contributing 

entity, legislative campaign fund, or such campaign committee. Without limitation, reimbursable 

expenses under this division include those incurred while doing any of the following: 
(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to another candidate, political party, or 

ballot issue; 
(b) Raising funds for a political party, legislative campaign fund, campaign committee, or 

another candidate; 
(c) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting. 

(2) Compensation not otherwise prohibited by law for actual and valuable personal services 

rendered under a written contract to the political party, political action committee, political 
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or such campaign committee for any legitimate 

activity of the political party, political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative 

campaign fund, or such campaign committee. 
Reimbursable expenses under this division do not include, and it is a violation of this 

division for a candidate or public official or employee to accept, or for any person to knowingly give 

to a candidate or public official or employee from a political party, political action committee, 
political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee other than the 

candidate's or public official's or employee's own campaign committee, anything of value for 

activities primarily related to the candidate's or public official's or employee's own campaign for 
election, except for contributions to the candidate's or public official's or employee's campaign 

committee. 
For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred whenever a candidate or public official 

or employee has either made payment or is obligated to make payment, as by the use of a credit card 

or other credit procedure, or by the use of goods or services on account. 
(R)(l) Division (0) or (P) of this section does not prohibit a campaign committee from 

making direct advance or post payment from contributions to vendors for goods and services for 

which reimbursement is permitted under division (0) of this section, except that no campaign 

committee shall pay its candidate or other beneficiary for services personally performed by the 

candidate or other beneficiary. 
(2) If any expense that may be reimbursed under division (0), (P), or (Q) of this section is 

part of other expenses that may not be paid or reimbursed, the separation of the two types of 
expenses for the purpose of allocating for payment or reimbursement those expenses that may be 

paid or reimbursed may be by any reasonable accounting method, considering all of the surrounding 

circumstances. 
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(3) For purposes of divisions (0), (P), and (Q) of this section, mileage allowance at a rate not 
greater than that allowed by the internal revenue service at the time the travel occurs may be paid 

instead of reimbursement for actual travel expenses allowable. 

(S)(l) As used in division (S) of this section: 
(a) "State elective office" has the same meaning as in section 3517.092 of the Revised Code. 

(b) "Federal office" means a federal office as defined in the Federal Election Campaign Act. 
(c) "Federal campaign committee" means a principal campaign committee or authorized 

committee as defined in the Federal Election Campaign Act. 

(2) No person who is a candidate for state elective office and who previously sought 
nomination or election to a federal office shall transfer any funds or assets from that person's federal 
campaign committee for nomination or election to the federal office to that person's campaign 

committee as a candidate for state elective office. 
(3) No campaign committee of a person who is a candidate for state elective office and who 

previously sought nomination or election to a federal office shall accept any funds or assets from 
that person's federal campaign committee for that person's nomination or election to the federal 

office. 
(T)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(6)(c) of section 3517.102 of the Revised 

Code, a state or county political party shall not disburse moneys from any account other than a state 
candidate fund to make contributions to any of the following: 

(a) A state candidate fund; 
(b) A legislative campaign fund; 
(c) A campaign committee of a candidate for the office of governor, lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member of th:e sta-te beard of 

education; or member of the general assembly. 

(2) No state candidate fund, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee of a 

candidate for any office described in division (T)( 1 )( c) of this section shall knowingly accept a 
contribution in violation of division (T)(l) of this section. 

(U) No person shall fail to file a statement required under section 3517.12 of the Revised 

Code. 
(V) No campaign committee shall fail to file a statement required under division (K.)(3) of 

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. 
(W)(l) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly through any other person or entity, 

make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or promise, either expressly or 
implicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or 

opposition to a candidate for any elective office in this state, including an office of a political party. 
(2) No candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, political contributing 

entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, or separate segregated fund 

shall solicit or accept a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure from a foreign 
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national. The secretary of state may direct any candidate, committee, entity, fund, or party that 
accepts a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in violation of this division to return 
the contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or, if it is not possible to return the 

contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure, then to return instead the value of it, to the 

contributor. 
(3) As used in division (W) of this section, "foreign national" has the same meaning as in 

section 441e(b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act. 

(X)(l) No state or county political party shall transfer any moneys from its restricted fund to 
any account of the political party into which contributions may be made or from which contributions 

or expenditures may be made. 
(2)(a) No state or county political party shall deposit a contribution or contributions that it 

receives into its restricted fund. 
(b) No state or county political party shall make a contribution or an expenditure from its 

restricted fund. 
(3)(a) No corporation or labor organization shall make a gift or gifts from the corporation's 

or labor organization's money or property aggregating more than ten thousand dollars to any one 
state or county political party for the party's restricted fund in a calendar year. 

(b) No state or county political party shall accept a gift or gifts for the party's restricted fund 

aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from any one corporation or labor organization in a 

calendar year. 
(4) No state or county political party shall transfer any moneys in the party's restricted fund 

to any other state or county political party. 
(5) No state or county political party shall knowingly fail to file a statement required under 

section 3 517.1012 of the Revised Code. 
(Y) The administrator of workers' compensation and the employees of the bureau of workers' 

compensation shall not conduct any business with or award any contract, other than one awarded by 

competitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing more than five hundred dollars or services 
costing more than five hundred dollars to any individual, partnership, association, including, without 

limitation, a professional association organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or 
trust, if the individual has made, or the individual's spouse has made, or any partner, shareholder, 

administrator, executor, or trustee, or the spouses of any of those individuals has made, as an 
individual, within the two previous calendar years, one or more contributions totaling in excess of 

one thousand dollars to the campaign committee of the governor or lieutenant governor or to the 
campaign committee of any candidate for the office of governor or lieutenant governor. 

(Z) The administrator of workers' compensation and the employees of the bureau of workers' 
compensation shall not conduct business with or award any contract, other than one awarded by 

competitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing more than five hundred dollars or services 
costing more than five ,hundred dollars to a corporation or business trust, except a professional 
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association organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, if an owner of more than twenty per 

cent of the corporation or business trust, or the spouse of the owner, has made, as an individual, 

within the two previous calendar years, taking into consideration only owners for all of such period, 

one or more contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the campaign committee of 

the governor or lieutenant governor or to the campaign committee of any candidate for the office of 

governor or lieutenant governor. 

Sec. 3517.152 3517.14. (A)(l) There is hereb~• created in the office of the secretary of state 

the Ohio elections election integrity commission~ consisting of &eYeR-the following five members~ 

(a) A chairperson appointed by the secretary of state; 

(b) One member appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives: 

(c) One member appointed by the minority leader of the house of representatives: 

(d) One member appointed by the president of the senate: 

(e) One member appointed by the senate minority leader. 

Not later thaa forty fiye days after August 24, 1995, the speaker of the h:ouse of 

representati,1es and the leader iB: the senate of the political pat'ty of which the speaker is a member 

shall jeintly submit ta the go:i,•emor a list of fi•re persons who are affiliated wita that political party. 

Wot later than forty fi•re days aOer August 24, 1995, the PtYO legislative leaders iA tbe l?.¥0 hm1ses of 

the general assembly of the major political parl:y of which the speaker is e.ot a member sl3alJ joietly 

submit lo tee go•,•emor a list of five persoes who ore affiliated with the major f>Olitieal }:)arty of whieh 

the speaker is Aot a ffiember. Not later thae fifteen days after reeei,,cing each list, the governor shall 

appoint three persons from eaoh list to the oommissiOH. The governor shall appoint one person from 

eaol~ list to a term that eREls on Deoember 31 1996, one person from each list to a tern'l tl~at ends 011 

December 31, 1997, aed one persoA. from eacb list to a term that ends on Decen1ber 31, 1998. 

~fot later than th:irty da.:,is aRer the go,•emor appoints these six. members, they shall, by a 

majority ,,•ote, a.ppoiat to the commission a se·.ienth member, who shall aot be affiliated vlitb a 

political party. If the six members fail to appoiet tbe se:i,•eeth member •Nithin this thirty day period, 

the chief j1:1stice of the supreme co1:1rt, not later thae thirty days after the end of the period during 

which the six members were req1:1i,red to appoint a member, shall appoint the s011enth member, who 

shall not be affiliated vlith a politieal party. The seYenth member shall be appointed to a terffi that 

eAds OA peeember 31, 2001. Terms of the iflitial members appoi1tted 1:1nder this division begiA oA 

JM1:1ary 1, 1996. 

(2)(a) If a vaeaeey OOCIHS in the position of the se•1eath member, wbo is eot affiliated wilh a 

political party, tac siR remai-rling members by a majority 1+•ote shall aJ)point, not later thaR forty fi•,re 

days after the date of the :i,•acancy, the se:w.•enlh member of the commissioe, •uho shall not be 

affiliated with a political party. If these members fail to appoint the se¥enth member wtthiR th.is 

forty fi•1e day period, the ohiefjustioe of the sapreme oourt, within fifteeR days after the end of this 

peri-ed, shall appoint the se•1e0th 1n:ember, who shall not be affiliated with a political =party. 

(b) rf a vac0:Aoy OCClff'S in any of the other six positioRs on the oommission, the legislaliYe 
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leaders of the politioal party from •#hose list of persons tho 11'\embor being roplaoed was apf)oiated 

shall Slibmit to the governor, not later thaa tJiirty days after t:he date of the ,,,acaney, a list of three 

perso:B:S who are affiliated v,ith that political :party. Not later than fifteea days after receiving the list, 

the go,,•ernor with the ad·,<ice and coAseat of the senate, shall appoint one person from the list to tlie 

commission. 

(3)(a) For the purpose of appomting alternates to the commission, not later than forty five 

days after the effeeti,10 date of this seetion, the speaker of tAe holise of represes:tatives a0d the leader 

in the seeate of the politieal party of which the speaker is a member shall joiAtl)' s1:1bmit to the 

governor a list of three persons •.yho are affiliated v,rith that political party. ~fot later than furl)' five 

days after the effeoti 11e date of this seetion, the two legislative leaders iR the two houses of the 

general assembly of tee 1Hajor politieal party of weieh the speaker is aet a member sball jointly 

submit to the goveraor a list of three persoas 1Nhe are affiliated with lhe major politioal part)' of 

whieh the speaker is not a member. ►fut later ilian fifteen days after reeeiving each list, the go•,<et·nor 

shall appoint one persoB from easb list as an alternate to the commission to a term !:bat ends Ofl 

Deeember 31, 2026. The ieitial term. dessribed in this dh•ision aegins 1:1poa appointmeflt by the 

go•,•ernor. If a ,·aeanoy oeeNrs in the position of alternate under this cli11ision, the ·1aeancy shall be 

filled ie the same manner as dessriaed in di>.·isioe (A)(2)(b) of this sestion. 

(a) FOt" the pHFJ)ose of aflpOiAtii~g an alternate for the seventh memaer who is Rot affiliated 

with a politieal party, the six n1e1Hbers who are affiliated with a politioal party by a majority 1,•ote 

shall appoiRt, not later than forty fiYO days after the effecth•e date of this ameadrneat, the alternate 

for the seYenth member of the eolll:fflissiOB:, who shall eot be affiliated with a politieal party. lf these 

members fail to appoint the alternate fer the seventh member withi:a this forty fj>,•e day period, the 

ehief J'l¾stioe of tbe s1:1preme 001:1rt, with-in fifteea days after the end of that period, sl1al1 appoiat the 

alternate fer the se,,·enth member, who shall eot be affi:Hated with a politiead party. The se•,eeth 

member shall be apf)ointed to a term that ends on Deee1ftber 31, 2026. The initial term desoribed in 

this division begins upon the appointment of the alternate. If a •,·aoanoy oceurs in the position of 

alternate for tho se¥entf:l member who is aot affiliated with a politieal party, the •1aeaney shall be 

filled iA the same manRer as deseribed in cLi•lisioe (A)(2)(a) of this seetion. 

(4) At no time shall more than siJl members of the eommission be affiliated with a politica-l­

party, and, of these siK members, not 1nore thae th.roe sf:lall be affiliated with the same politieal party. 

(5) Ia makiAg appoiatm:eats to the eommissioR, inoludiag alternates, the govemor shalJ take 

into eoRsideratiofl the ~1arioas geographic areas of this state aHd shall appoiHt members and 

alternates so that those areas are re13resented oe the emll:ffijsslon ie a balm=ieed manner, to ttw mctent 

feasible. 

(6) Members aad alternates (2)(a) Subject to division (A)(2)(b) of tllis section. each member 

of the commission shall be ~registered eleetors and shall be of good moral eharaoter elector to 

whom at least one of the following applies: 

(i) The person is an attorney in good standing before the supreme court of Ohio. 
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(ii) The person has at least four years of work experience in election administration. 

(7) AJtemates sl~all serve oe the oO:fBffiission. when a LB.ember of the eommissi.on is ree1:1sed 

from bearing a complaint er is otherwise 1:1nable to hear a complaiat. Alternates shall serve oe the 

eom1:nissiea during a \'aeanoy tmtil the ,•aoaaey is filled. An alternate may only sen•e in lie1:1 of a 

member affiliated with the same political party as the alternate. The alternate fer the :enaffiLiated 

se•1enth member of the commission may ealy seP1e in lieu of the liflaffiliated se¥enth member of the 

eommission.. When. servfflg in tl1is eapaoity, alternates eount as meR-lbers of ti-le commissiofl f.er the 

purpose of eonstituting a quorum Uftder di1lision (G)(3) of this section. 

(b) At all times, at least three member of the commission shall be attorneys ill good 

standing before the supreme court of Ohio. If, at any time that multiple appointments to the 

commission are made simultaneously. too few of the intended appointees are attorneys, the 

following appointing officials shall have priority in selecting their preferred appointees who are not 

attorneys, in the order stated, and the appointing officials with lower priority shall select appointees 

who are attorneys: the secretary of state, the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of 

the senate, the senate minority leader. and the house minority leader. 

(3) The members of the commission appointed under divisions (A)(l )(a), (c), and (d) of this 

section shall serve initial terms of four years beginning on January I. 2026, and the members 

appointed under divisions (A)(l)(b) and (e) of this section shall serve initial term of two years 

beginning on January l, 2026. Thereafter, all tenns shall be four years. 

(B) Each member ood alternate of the Ohio electioas commission shall hold office from the 

date of the member's appointment until the end of the term for which the member was appointed. A 

member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the 

member's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remainder of that term. A member 

shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of the member's term until the member's 

successor takes office or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first. After the 

initial teans of office pro·,ided fer ia divisioas (A)(l) a-ad (3) of th.is seetion., terms of offiee shaJI be 

fer fi11e years. 

(C) A vacancy in-on the Ohio elections commission may be caused by death, or resignation, 

or three absences from eommission meetiags in a ealeHdar year if those absenees are caused by 

reasons deelared im•alid by a 1t'ote of fi-.•e members of the re!'f.1aiai0g members of the eoFRmissionhY 

removal under division mof this section. Any vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as for the 

original appointment. 

(D) Each member of the Ohio electi.ons commission while in the performance of the 

business of the commission shall be entitled to receive compensation at the rate of twenty-five 

thousand dollars per year. Members shall be reimbursed for expenses actually and necessarily 

incurred in the performance of their duties. 

Beeb alternate of the Ohio elections oommissioa, when serving oa the commission as 

described in division (A)(7) of this section, shall be paid at the per diem rate of one hundred fifty 
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dollars, aed shall be reimbursed for eKf)eeses actually l¼Rd eecessarily iecerred ia the perfonnaeee of 

the altemate's dlities. 

(E) No member of the Obie eleotioas commission shall serve for more than oRe full tenn 

unless the terms sen•ed are served Roeooasecuth·ely two successive terms of four years. Terms are 
considered successive unless separated by a period of at least four years. Jn determining a person's 

eligibility to be a member of the conunission, all of the following apply: 

(1) Time spent as a member in fi.llfillment of a term to which another person was first 

appointed shall not be considered. provided that a period of at least four years has passed between 
the time. if any. when the person previously wa a member and the time the person js appointed to 

fulfLII the unexpired tenn. 

(2) A person who is appointed to serve a full term and resigns before completing the term is 

considered to have served the full term. 

(3) A two year term served under division (A)(3) of this section is considered a full term of 
four years. 

(F)(l) No member or alternate of the Ohio eleotioes election integrity commission shall do 
or be any of the following: 

(a) Hold, or be a candidate for, a public office; 

(b) Serve on a committee supporting or opposing a candidate or ballot question or issue; 

(c) Be an officer of the state central committee, a county central committee, or a district, 
city, township, or other committee of a political party or an officer of the executive committee of the 

state central committee, a county central committee, or a district, city, township, or other committee 
of a political party; 

(d) Be a legislative agent as defined in section 101. 70 of the Revised Code or an executive 
agency lobbyist as defined in section 121.60 of the Revised Code; 

(e) Solicit or be involved in soliciting contributions on behalf of a candidate, campaign 
committee, political party, political action committee, or political contributing entity; 

(f) Be in the unclassified service under section 124.11 of the Revised Code; 

(g) Be a person or employee who is excluded from the definition of public employee 
pursuant to division (C) of section 4117.01 of the Revised Code. 

(2) No member, alternate, or employee of the commission shall make a contribution to, or 
for the benefit of, a campaign committee or committee in support of or opposition to a ballot 

question or issue, a political party, a legislative campaign fund, a political action committee, or a 
political contributing entity. 

(G)(l) The members of the Ohio electioas oom1HissioR slmLL elect a chairperson and a vice 
chatrperson. At eo time shall the chairpersoa W'ld Yice ohairpersofl be affiliated wi-t:e the same 
political party. The chairpersoa shall sep,,•e m that capacity for one year and shall eot serve as 

chai-rperso0 more than twice during a term as a member of the comraissioa. No two suocessi•,ce 
chairpersoRs shall. be affi.liated with the same political party. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
1403 

~The commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson or upon the written request of a 

majority of the members. The meetings and hearings of the commission or a J:)OBel of the 

oommission under sections 3517.153 to 3517.157 3517.15 to 3517.18 of the Revised Code are 
subject to section 121.22 of the Revised Code. 

~Ql.The commission shall adopt rules for its procedures in accordance with Chapter 119. 

of the Revised Code. -14¥e-Four of the 58¥8frfive members constitute a quorum. Except as otherwise 
provided in this section and in sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 3517.15 to 3517.18 of the Revised 

Code, no action shall be taken without the concurrence of a majority of the members. 
(H)(l) .(fil_The Oh.io eleotions oommission secretary of state shall employ the technical, 

professional, and clerical employees that are necessary for :it-the commission to carry out its duties,. 

and the attorney general shall provide legal counsel to the commission upon the commission's 

request. 

(2)(a) }fot,...lithsta:ediag seclioa 109.02 of the Re'lised Code, the eon~raission shall emJ:)loy a 

full time attorney, Mid, as aeeded, one or moi-:e i-avestigatOI)' attorneys to oond1:1ot investigations for 

the commission or a J:)anel of the commissioa. The oomrnission may employ or contract for the 

services of additional attorneys, as fleeded . The full time attorney shall do all of:the follo•Ning: 

(i) Serve as the comtnissfoa's attoreey in regarei to all legal £Ratters, inoh,1dFAg represealing 

the comrn~ssion at appeals from a final delenniRatioe of the cml'lmission, eKcept that fu.e full time 

attorney shall sot perform the duties that an inYestigatory attorney is reEJ¼lired or req1:1ested to 

perforrA or tltal another attorney the oommissiOA employs or oontraots with for servioes is req1:1ired 

er req1:1ested to perform, and shall .eot represeet the commission in aay legal prooeedieg in wllioa t:ae 

eomm.ission is a named party; 

(ii) At lhe request o:f the commission or a paeej of the corem.ission, be present at a bearing 

held under sections 3517.154 to 3517.156 of the R~'lised Code to rule on the admissibility of 

evidence and to advise oa the conduet of procedere; 

(iii) Perform other duties as requfred by rule of the commission. 

(b) /\a attorney emJ:)loyed by or under contraot witl=i the oommission shall be lioeased to 

praetioe lav, in tbis state. 

(3)(a) B1£eept as otbem1ise J:)FO't'ided in division (H)(3)(b) of this seotim1, at least :fhe 

members of tbe eomn=iissfon shall agree on the employment of a porson, a majority of tbe members 

shall agree oR the disoha-rge of aA employee, aRd a person employed by the oommi:ssie.e shall serve 

at the pleasure of the 001Bmissioe. 

(e) At least fiye of tee se,.•en men=ibers shall agree on the disoharge of ea in•testigatory 

attorney. 

(I) There is hereb)' created ir1 the state treas1;1ry the Ohio eleotions commission fund. AU 
moooys credited to the faed shall be used solely for the puffJose of paying e~tpeases related to the 

OJ:)eratiofl of the Ohio eleotiORS eornmission.(I)(l) The secretary of state, the speaker or minority 

leader of the house of representatives, or the president or minority leader of the senate may file a 
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complaint in the supreme cou11 of Ohio, seeking the removal of a member of the commission on any 

ofthe followiog grounds: 

(a) That the member does not meet the applicable requirements of division (A)(2) of this 

section; 

(b) That the member has violated division (F) of this section: 

(c) That the member has been absent from three or more meetings of lhe commission in a 

calendar year; 

(d) That the member is gui lty of misconduct in office, as described in section 3.07 of the 

Revised Code. 

(2) The court shall hear a complaint filed with it under division ffi(l) of th.is section on an 

expedited basis. If the court determines that the charges in the complaint are true, the court shall 

order the member removed from the c01mnission, and the seat shall be considered vacant. 

Sec. 3517.153 3517.15. (A) Upoe tho filing of a oomplaiat with the Ohio eleotions 

eom1nission, whioh shall be made by affida,.·it of any persoe, on persoeal lmowledge, and s1:1b-jeot to 

the penalties for 13erJury, or tipon the filing of a oomplaiet made by the seoretary of state or OR 

official at the board of eleotions, setting forte a faihue to eomply v,ri.th or a •,riolation of aay provision 

in sectioes 3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Re>,ised Code, the 

commission shall proeeed in aooordaeoe with seotioes 3517.154 to 35 '17.157 of the ReYised Code. 

(B) The eommissioe shall prescribe the form fur oompJai:Ats made under diyision (A) of this 

seetioR. The seoFeta:ry of state aHd boards of elections shall furnish the information lha.t the 

oommission reqaests. The ooFBmiss:i:on er a member of the eoramissim1 may administer oaths, and 

the commission may issue stibpoenas to aey persoo ifl the state oompellieg lhe attendaaee of 

witnesses and the production of rele•,aet papers, books, aoco1:1:Bts, and reports. Section 101.42 of the 

R~¥ised Code go•,erns the issuanoe of subpoenas insofar as app!ieable. Upon the refusal of any 

person to obey a subpoeaa or to ee sworn or to answer as a witness, the eomrnissioa e1ay a13ply to 

the oourt of com1oon pleas of Franklin county wnder sectioa 2705.03 of the Re11ised Code. The ootirt 

shall hold prooeediegs in acoordanoe 1tYith Chapter 2705. of the Revised Code. 

~(A)(l) No prosecution shall commence for a violation of a provision in sections 145.054, 

742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, 3517.08 to 3517.12. 3517.13, 3517.17, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 

3599.03, or-3599.031, or 5505.045 of the Revised Code unless a complaint has been filed with the 

00Rlfl1ission secretary of state under this-section 3517. 16 of the Revised Code and all proceedings of 

the oommission er a panel of the eommi:ssioe, as appropriate, under sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 

3517.16 to 3517.18 of the Revised Code are completed. 

(DH:2) A complaint may be filed with the secretruy of state under section 3517 .16 of the 

Revised Code for a violation of a provision in sections 3501.35, 3599.13, 3599.14, or 3599.21, 

division (A) of section 3599.11, or division (A)(l) or (2) of section 3599.12 of the Revised Code that 

occurs on or after the effective date of this amendment. A prosecution may commence for a 

violation of such a provision at any time before or after a complaint has been filed with the secretary 
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of slate w1dcr section 3517.16 of the Revised Code. 
(B)(l) The Ohio election integrity commissi.on shall hear all matters referred to the 

cotmnissioo by the secretary of state under division (E)(3) of section 3517.16 of the Revised Code. 
al._The commission may recommend legislation and render advisory opinions concerning 

sestioas 3517.08, 3517.082, 3517.092, 3517.102, 3517.105, 3517.1014, 3517.13, 3517.20 to 

3517.22, 3599.03, ood 3599.03 l the provisions of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of this 
section for persons over whose acts +t-the commission has or may have jurisdiction. When the 
commission renders an advisory opinion relating to a specific set of circumstances involving any of 
those sections stating that there is no violation of a provision in those sections, the person to whom 

the opinion is directed or a person who is similarly situated may reasonably rely on the opinion and 

is immune from criminal prosecution and a civil action, including, without limitation, a civil action 

for removal from public office or employment, based on facts and circumstances covered by the 

opinion. An advismy opinion issued by the Ohio elections commission that is in effect as of the 
effective date of this amendment is considered an advisory opinion of the Ohio election integrity 

commission. unless and until the Ohio election integrity commission amends or rescinds the 

advisory opinion. 

~ 
(C) The secretary of state and the boards of elections shall furnish the information that the 

commission requests. The commission or a member of the commission may administer oaths. and 
the commission 1nay issue subpoenas to any person in the state compelling the attendance of 

witnesses and the production of relevant papers, books, accounts, and reports. Section 101.42 of the 
Revised Code governs the issuance of subpoenas insofar as applicable. Upon the refusal of any 

person to obey a subpoena or to be sworn or to answer as a witness. the commission may apply to 
the court of common pleas of Franklin county under section 2705.03 of the Revised Code. The court 

shall hold proceedings in accordance with Chapter 2705. of the Revised Code. 
(ill_The Ohio election integrity commission shall establish a web site on which it shall post, 

at a minimum, all decisions and advisory opinions issued by the commission, all decisions and 
advisory opinions issued by the Ohio elections commission before the effective date of this 
amendment, and copies of each election law as it is amended by the general assembly. The Ohio 

election il,tegrity commission shall update the web site regularly to reflect any changes to those 
decisions and advisory opinions and any new decisions and advisory opinions. 

Sec. 3517.154 3517.16. (A)(l) 

The full time attorney for the Ohio eleotions commission shall f0','iew eaoh complaiet filed 

with tao commission under seotion 3517.153 of the Re,•ised Gode shall Eletennifle the :Rature of tho 

complaint, and, unless division (A)(2)(a) of this seotion requires that the oomplaiat reoeh·e f:ifl: 

automatio e1<pedited l~earing, shall make a reoommendatioFI to the oorllJlHssioa for its disposition, in 

aooordanoe with th.is seotioa. Th:e attorney sbaU make the determ.inatioa aad the reoomJnendatioa, if 
req'!.1ired, not later than one busiHess day after the oomplainl is filed. 
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(2)(a) Jf the attorney determines that the Ooffif)lai-et sets forth a violation of di•,isioe (B) of 

sectioe 3517.21 or division (B) of seetioA 3517.22 of tbe Revised Gode and that the complaiat js 

filed duri:r-Jg ofte of tbe periods of time s13ecified EB division (B)(l) of sectioe 3 517 .156 of the 

Re•,rised Gode, the oomplaiat &hall reoei>.•e ae automatic ex.pedited hearing t:tnder section 3517.156 of 

the Re•t'ised Gode. 

(b) lf tho aU0FB6J' detem1ines that the complaint sets forth a failure to oomply with or a 

¥iolation of di'w•ision (G), (I), (J), (0), (P), or (Q) of section 3517.13, division (A) of section 3517.21, 

or division (A) of seotion 3517.22 of the Re11ised Gode aRd that the eofflplaint is filed dl-lriag oae of 

the periods of time speaified ifl division (B)(l) ofseetioa 3517.156 of the Revised Gode, the attorney 

shall reoemmeHd to the commissioa that tbo eompla-iat receive en e>tpedited hearing uader seotion 

3517.156 of the Re1,1ised Gode, aml the oomplaint shall recoi•,e such a hearing. 

(c) If the attorney determines that the oomplaiAt sets forth a fa:ilure to comply with or a 

violatioa of a seotioa of the Re,.•ised Gode over which the commissioA hes jurisdictioe to bear 

oemplaints other than the seotions described in divisien.s (P.c)(2)(a) aad (b) of this section, and ualess 

the attorney makes a detonl½iootioa as prn:vided for in division (A)(3) of this seotieA, the attorney 

shall Feoommend to the commission that the coffi1Haint be Sl:lbmitted to tl-lo commissioe Uflder 

seotion. 3517.155 of the Re11ised Code. After tho attorney makes tJ1at reoommoAdation, the attomey 

shall notify all parties to the oomplaiat of the attorney's reoommeAdation.. 

(3)(e) If a oomplaint sets forth a. failttre to eomply with or a violation of a seetieA of the 

Revised Gode 0 1,er wliieh tho comm.ission has jurisd.iotion to hear eompleiAts other thaa tl-le sections 

desoribed ie di>.•isions (f.)(2)(a) end (b) of this sectioe en.d if the eomplaiR-t is filed duriAg oee of the 

periods of time speo.ified iA. diYisioe (B)(l) of seotioa 3517.156 of the Revises Godo, the aUoraey 

may determiee that l.be complaint should reoei,.·e aa OKpedited hearing ,mdor that section. The 

attorne~· sha±l make that determ.ination b~1 oonsideriAg one or more of the follow-jag: 

(i) The aumber of prior faih:1:l'es to comply 1i'r'ith or violations of Title XX.XV of the Ro•,ised 

Code that the person or eatity aga-i.ast whom the oomplaint has been brought bas committed and any 

prior peealties U1e co1f!mission has imposed on the persoa er e11tity; 

(ii) If the oompJaiat in:vol•,es a statement reql¾ired to be filed under section 3517.10, division 

(B) of seotioe. 3517.102, or seotion 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.l O11 , 3517.1012, 

or 3517.1014 of tho Re•;ised Code or an addendw:n req1:1ired to be filed tmder seotioR 3517.11 of tlie 

Re¥ised Gode thal is filed late, how late lho filiilg is and how much time has elapsed betwoee the 

deadliae for filing the statement or addendum aad the filiRg of t=he oomplaiat; 

(iii) If the oomplai-nt iJwol¥es 000:tribl¾tions and e-Jtpeeditures, ooatribHtions and 

disbursements, deposits and disbm·someets, gifts and disbursements, or donations aRd disbursemeets 

reqt:tfred to be reported tinder sootion 3517. IO, di•,risiea (B) of seotioe 3517.102 or seotion 3517. H>S, 
3517.107 3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised 

Gode that are either Rot reported or reported late, the nl¾mber of oonnibutioes and ox.peeditures, 

coatribl¾tions and disb1::1rsem0Ats, deposits and disbursements, gifts and disbursemeAts, or donati&a& 
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and disbursemeAts not reported or how late they were reported; 

(hr) If the eomplaint i1woh·es eoAtri0utioflS required to 00 reported 0y a eampaign eommittee 

under section 35 l7.10, di11ision (E) of seetion 3517.l 02 or seetion 3517.105, 35 l7.107, 3517.108, 

or 3517. l 09 of the Revised Goele that aro eot reported, whether any of the ooetributors of the 

eoetribHtiens net reported have a perseeal or pre:fessieeal relatioaskip with the oampaign 

eommiUoe's eandidate; 

(11) If the oomplaint inYoh·es a statement requfred. to be filed UAder section 3517.10, division 

(E) of seetioA 3517.102, or seetion 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108 3517.109, 3517. l 0 11, 3517.l 0 12, 

3517.1013, er 3517.1014 of the ReYised Gode that is iaeomplete, the degree to wl~ieh it is 

ineemplete; 

(,•i) If the eomplaint in•.'olYes the reeeipt of eootri:butions in violation of seetion 3599.03 of 

tl:le ReYised Code, the dollar ammmt and number of ooatributioes reeei1, 1ed in •.'iolation of that 

seetion; 

('.'ii) If the complaint illYOlYes a failure to make t:he ideafrficatioe or a misstatement of the 

ideatificatioA required uAder section 3517.105 or 3517.20 of the Re•,1ised Gode, whetaer the failure 

or misstatemeet was purposely made· 

(viii) lf the eomp!aint sets forth a failure to oomply witb or a violation of a seetion of the 

Re•1ised Gode described in di.visioe (A)(2)(e) of this sectioB, whether l:l½e persoa or entity against 

whon1 the compla:int has been made has eommiUed more than one sueh faih¼re or ,·iolatioA within a 

reasoRable amo\'.mt of time, or whether the cumu-lati•,•e ABRH"e of tJ1e failures or •,riolatioos ieElieates a 

systematie Elisregard for the law. 

(b) Prior to makiag a determination under divisioe (A)(3)(a) of trns seetioa that the 

complaint should reeeive llfl e1(ped:ited .hearing under sectioa 3517.156 of the Re,,rised Code, the 

attorney shaU take into ooesideratioa lhe RUJflber of paaols of the commissioa that haYo oases 

pending before them and the 111:1:l'flher of eases peeding before the paaels and shall not make a 

determi:natioa tbat will place an uadue burden on a panel of the commission. 

(o) Tf the attome~• determines that Lhe complaint sh01:1ld reeeive an expedited hearing uader 

seetioe 3517.156 of the Revised Gode, the attorney shall reoommond to the commission that the 

eomplaint reoei't•e 8::A expedited hearing, aad, if a majority of the membeFs of the cofflmission agrees 

Witb tbe reoomtHeA:dation, the oomplaint seal I reoei•,•e an expedited hearing under that seotion. 

(4t-(A)(l) Any person who has personal knowledge of a violation of a provision of the 

Revjsed Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.15 of the Revised Code may file a complaint 

with the secretary of state, on a. form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed under penalty of 

penury. 

(2) An official at a board of elections may file a complaint with the secretary of state, on a 

form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed under penalty of perjury, alleging a violation of 

a provision of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.15 of the Revised Code. 

{3) The election integrity unit of the office of lhe secretary of state may initiate a complaint 
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aJJeging a violation of a provision of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.16 of 

the Revised Code. 

(B)(l) Subject to division (F) of this section, the election integrity unit shall review each 

complaint filed with the secretary of state under division (A)(l) or (2) of this section. If the 

complaint does not allege a violation of a provision of tbe Revised Code listed in division (A) of 

section 3517.15 of the Revised Code or, in the case of a complaint filed under division (A)(l) of this 

section, is not based on personal knowledge, the secretary of state shaJI dismiss the complaint. 

Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section. a dismissal under this division is 

without prejudice. 

(2) After a complaint is dismissed under division (B)(l) of this section on the ground tbat the 

complaint is not based on personal knowledge. if the same person files another complaint alleging 

the same or a substantially similar violation and the complaint is not based on personal knowledge. 

the secretary of state shall dismiss the complaint with prejudice. 

(3) If the comp.la int is not dismissed under division (B)(l) or (2) of this section, the election 

integrity unit shall investigate the complaint. 

(C) Subject to division (F) of thi section, the election integrity unit shall draft a report to the 

secretary of state concerning eacb complaint filed under division (A) of this section that is not 

dismissed under division (B) of this section. The report shall recommend that the secretary of state 

make a particular finding and. if applicable, impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution, in 

accordance with section 3517.17 of the Revised Code. 

(fil.The attorney election integrity unit may join two or more complaints if the attorney unit 

determines that the allegations in each complaint are of the same or similar character, are based on 

the same act or failure to act, or are based on two or more acts or failures to act constituting parts of 

a common scheme or plan. If one complaint contains two or more allegations, the attorney unit may 

separate the allegations if they are not of the same or similar character, if they are not based on the 

same act or failure to act, or if they are not based on two or more acts or failures to act constituting 

parts of a common scheme or plan. If the attorney unit separates the allegations in a complaint, the 

attorney unit may make separate recommendations under division (A)(2) or (3) .(g_of this section 

for each allegation. 

(B) Whenei,•er a person or otber entity files a complaint 't'rith the commission setting fortll a 

failure to oomply with or a ,,iolation of a seetioe of the Re•,ised Code as deseribed in divisioe (A)(2) 

(c) of this section and the complaint is filed during oee of the periods of time s13eoified in divisioe 

(B)(l) of seetion 3517.156 of the Re•,ised Code, the 13ersoe or entity may request an eKpedited 

hearing under that seetioa at the time the complaint is filed. The attorney for the commissioa shall 

inform the memaers of the eommission of that request at the time the attorney makes a 

reoomme0dation li8der dh•isioa (A) of this seotion. The 00H=1mfosioe may grant the reql¾est for an 

eKpedited heariRg uader this dh·isioe if it deterreiees that an OKJ)edited hearing is praotieable.(filill 

Upon receiving the recommet1dation of the election integrity unit under division (C) of this section, 
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the secretary of state shall review the report and recommendation and shall do one of the following: 
(a) Refer the matter back to the unit for further investigation and a revised recommendation 

under division (C) of this section; 
(b) Make a finding in accordance with section 3517.17 of the Revised Code. and, if 

applicable. impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution. 

(2) The secretary of state shall serve notice of the secretary of state's decision under division 

(E)(l )(b) of this section on the person who is alleged to have committed the violation in accordance 

with section 119.05 of the Revised Code. 
(3) If. within fourteen days after service of the notice is complete under section 119.05 of the 

Revised Code. the person objects to the secretary of state's decision. the secretary of state shall not 
impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution, and immediately shall refer the matter to the Ohio 

election integrity commission for its determination under section 3517 .17 of the Revised Code. 
(4) If the person does not object to the secretary of state's decision within fourteen days after 

receiving the notice, the secretary of state's decision is final and. if applicable. the secretary of state 

shall impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution as determined under division (E)( l)(b) of this 

section. 
(F)(l) If any of the following apply to a complaint. the secreta1y of state shall proceed under 

division (F)(2) of this section: 

(a) The secretary of state is a party to the complaint. 
(b) A candidate for an office for which the secreta1y of state is also a candidate is a party to 

the complaint or is otherwise involved in the complaint. 

(c) The complaint involves a contribution. expenditw-e. or independent expenditure made to 
advocate the election or defeat of the secretary of state or a candidate for an office for which the 

secretary ofstate is also a candidate. 

(d) The secretary of state determines that the secretary of state otherwise has a conflict of 
interest with respect to the complaint or that the secretary of state should proceed under division (F) 

(2) of this section to avoid any appearance of impropriety. 

(2) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of divisions (B) to (E) of this section. when 
division (F)(I) of this section applies to a complaint, the secretary of state shall request the attorney 

general to designate one or more persons to fulfill the duties of the election integrity unit de cribed 
in divisions (B) to (D) of this section. The attorney general shall designate those persons and shall 

fulfill the dutie of the secretary of state under divisions (B) to (D) of this section. 

Sec. 3517.155 3517.17. (A)(l) EKeept as otherwise pro:vided iR di11isioe (B) of this 
seetionUpon the referral of a matter for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section 3517.16 of the 
Revised Code, the Ohio eleetiofls election integrity commission shall hold its first hearing on a 

appoint an attorney in good standing before the supreme court of Ohio to review and hear the 

complaint filee-in accordance with it, oilier th.as a ceR'.l:f)laiRt. taa-t rosei,•es aa e1<pedjtod hearing 
1:mder seotioe 3517.156 of tho Re•i'ised Code, not later than .ninety tn1siaess days after the oomplaint 
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is filed l3flless the eommissiofl has good oause to hold the heariHg after that time, iA which ease it 
shall hold the hearing not later thae one hundred eighty business days after the eomp.laiAt is 

fi.leeChapter 119. of the Revised Code. At the hearing, the eommissioa The attorney shall draft a 

report and recommend that the commission make a finding and, if applicable, impose a fine or refer 

the matter for prosecution, in accordance with division (B) of this section. 

(2) All hearings conducted by the attorney with respect to the matter. and all meetings of the 

commission with respect to the matter. shall be conducted in person. except that the person who is 
alleged to have committed the violation may choose for the person. the person's legal counsel. or 

both to appear at any hearing or meeting with respect to the matter by means of video conference. 

(3) Upon receiving the recommendation of the attorney under division (A)(l) of this section. 
the commission shall review the report and recommendation and shall do one of the following: 

(a) Refer the matter back to the attorney for further investigation and a revised 

recommendation under division (A)(l) of this section; 

(b) Make a finding in accordance with division (B) of this section and, if applicable, impose 
a fine or refer the matter for prosecution. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(S) of this ection. the commission shaU act 
under division (A)(3)(b) of this section not later than one hundred eighty days after the matter is 

referred to tbe commission for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section 3517 .16 of the Revised 

Code. 
(5) If the matter is referred to the commis ion for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section 

3517.16 of the Revised Code less than one hundred eighty days before an election and the matter 

involves a candidate for nomination or election at the election or involves a ballot issue or question 
that appears on the ballot at the election, then if practicable, the commission shall act under division 

(A)(3)(b) of this section before the day of the election. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section. tbe secretary of state 
or the commission, as applicable. shall determine by a preponderance of the evidence whether or not 

tee failure te aot er the ~violation alleged in the-~complaint has occurred and shall do only one of 

the following, ei'Eoept as otherwise pre·rided in divisfoA (B) of this soetioA or in divisioA (B) of 
seetioe 3517.151 of the Re1, 1ised Code: 

(a) Enter a fiAding that good eause has been shown Rot to in=ipose a fine or not to refer the 

1Hatter to the appropria~e proseeutorFind that no violation has occurred; 

(b) Impose Find that a violation has occurred and impose a fine under section 3517.993 

3517.171 of the Revised Code; 

(c) Refef-Find that a significant violation has occurred or that repeated violations have 
occurred and refer the matter to the appropriate prosecuton, as determined under division (C) of this 

section. 
(2) l,s used ia In the case of a complaint that alleges a violation of division (A) or (B) of 

section 3517.21 or division (A) or (B) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code. the secretary of state 
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or the commission, as applicable, shall determine by clear aud convincing evidence whether or not 

tbe violation has occtu-red and shall do only one of the following: 

(a) Find that no violation has occurred: 

(b) Find that a violation bas occurred and refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor, as 
detennined under division (C) of this section. 

(C) For purposes of division fAt-@l_of this section, .'.!.the appropriate prosecutor" means is a 

prosecutor as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code and either of the following: 
W{lLin the case of a failure ro eomply with or a violation of law involving a campaign 

committee or the committee's candidate, a political party, a legislative campaign fund, a political 

action committee, or a political contributing entity, that is required to file a statement of 
contributions and expenditures with the secretary of state under division (A) of section 3517.11 of 

the Revised Code, the prosecutor of Franklin county; 
fbt--QLin the case of a faih1re to somply 1,vith or a violation of law involving any other 

eampaign eommittee or eommiltee's eandidaJe, or aB)' other political party, political action 

oommiuee, or f)Olitical coetributing eatity eiteer person, one of the following as determined by the 
secretary of state or the commission. as applicable: 

(i) The prosecutor of Franklin county; 

(ii) The prosecutor of the county in which the candidacy or ballot question or issue,.Jf 

applicable, is submitted to the electors or, if it is submitted in more than one county, the most 

populous of those counties~ 
(iii) The prosecutor of the county iu which the person resides. 

(B) If the oomm.ission deoides that the evideeoe is insufficient for jt to determi-ee 1r1Bether or 
not the failure to aot or the violation alleged in the cot11plaint bas oeeurred, tee oommission, ey the 

affinnatiYe vote of fr1e me1Bbers, may reqttest teat an investigatery attorney inYestigate the 

eomplfrint. Upoa tha-t request, an investigat01)' attorney ssall 1nake aa investigation in order to 

produce suffioient e'li<leeoe for the oommissioa to deoide the matter. If the commission requests aB 

ffWestigation l:l.i'lder this division, for good cause showH by the ia11estigatory attorne~·. the 
commission may eKtend by sixty days the deadline for heldiag its first hearing oa the somplajnt as 

required in diYisiea (A) of this seetioB. 
(C) The commission shall take ene of the aetions reeiuired under divisioft (l\.) of this seetion 

not later thaH thirty days after the slose of aJI the e•,1idence presented. 

(D)(l) The cemmission shall 1'Aake aay finding of a :failure to oomply with or a ,·iolatien of 

law iA regard to a eemplaiat that a11eges a violatioe of aivision (A) or (B) of seotioe 3517.21, or 
dh•jsioe. (A) or (B) of section 35 l7.22 of the Re¥i:sed Code by olear and oon¥incieg evidence. The 

commissioa shall make any finding of a failure to comply with or a vielatioe. of Jaw ia regard to any 
other eomplaiHt by a preponderance of the eYidenGe. 

(2) If the commission finds a violatioa of dj,,•ision (B) of section 3517.21 or division (B) of 
seetion 3517.22 of the R~vised Code, it shall refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor under 
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dhrision (t\)(l)(e) of this seetioa. and shall not impose a fine uedor division (A)(l)(b) of this soetioa 

or soetion 3517.993 of tho R~wisod Gode. 

(B) 1H aR aetion eeforo the eommissioa or a paaol of tho eommissioR, if [Qljf_tbe allegations 

of the complainant are not proved, and the secretary of state or lhe commission takes tho aetioR 

deserieed ia division (A)(l)(a) of this seetioa or a panel of tho commissioe takes the aetion 

described ie di11isioe (C)(l) of soetioe 3517.156 of the Revised Code, as applicable, determines that 

no violation has occurred, the secretary of state or the commission or a par-iel of tho eommissioR ~ 

applicable, may find that the complaint is frivolous, and, if the eornmissioR Of p8½lel so finds, the 

eommissioR shall order the complainant to pay reasonable attorney's fees and to pay the costs of the 

secretary of state or the commission or paeel as determined by a 1f!ajority of tho memeers of the 

eommission, as applicable. The costs paid to the eomEnission Of paael under this division shall be 

deposited into the Ohio elections election integrity commission fund. 

Sec. 3517.993 3517.171. Teis section authori2:es the establishmeet of fines tl~at ma-y be 

imf)osed only with respect to acts or fail1:Jfes to act ~hat ooour 011 ar-id after August 24 , 1995. 

fAHAllil_Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(2) divisions (A)(2) and (D) of this 

section 3517.155 of the Re,.·ised Code, when section 3517.17 of the Revised Code authorizes the 

imposition of an administrative fine, the secretary of state or the Ohio electloAs election integrity 

commission-, as applicable, may impose an administrative fiees under divisioa (A)(] )(b) of seetiofl 

35 l7 .155 of the Re,.·ised Code in aceordaneo v,ith ilie amouHts set forth under sections 3517.992, 

3599.03, aAd 3599.031 of the Revised Codofine for each violation that doe not exceed the 

maximum fine a court could impose for the violation. 

(B) The commissi-oa may suspend all or part of a flAe it itnf)osos ueder this sectioR upoA 

whote'l'er tenas and ooaditions the eommission considers just. 

(C)(l) (2) When section 3517. 17 of the Revised Code authorizes the imposition of an 

administrative fine for a violation of a provision in sections 3501.35, 3599.13, 3599.14, or 3599.21, 

division (A) of section 3599.11, or division (A)(l) or (2) of section 3599.12 of the Revised Code, the 

secretary of state or the commission, as applicable, may impose an administrative fine of up to one 

thousand dollars for each violation. 
(B)(l) The secretaiy of state or the commission-, as applicable, shall consider any of the 

following circumstances in determining whether to impose a maximum fine under division (A) of 

this section: 

(a) Whether the violator has been found guilty of any other violation of section 145.054, 

742.043, 3307.073 , 3309.073, or 5505 .045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code; 

(b) Whether the violation was made knowingly or purposely; 

(c) Whether any relevant statements, addenda, or affidavits required to be filed have not 

been filed; 
(d) Whether the violator has any outstanding fines imposed for a violation of section 

145.054, 742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, or 5505.045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code; 
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(e) Whether the violation occurred during the course of a campaign. 

(2) The secretary of state or the commission-. as applicable. shall consider any of the 
following circumstances in determining whether to impose a miRimaJ lesser fine or Ro fine under 

division (A) of this section: 
(a) Whether the violator previously has not been found guilty of any other violation of 

section 145.054. 742.043, 3307.073. 3309.073. or 5505.045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code; 
(b) Whether the violator has promptly corrected the violator's violation; 

(c) Whether the nature and circumstances of the violation merit a n'linimum lesser fine; 

(d) Whether there are substantial grounds tending to excuse or justify the violation, although 
failing to establish a defense to the violation; 

(e) Whether the violation was not purposely committed. 

(3) The circumstances set forth in divisions (C)(l) (B)(l) and (2) of this section shall be 
considered by, but shall not control the decision of, the secretary of state or the commission-.....1§ 

applicable, in imposing a fine. 
(D) Notwithstanding divisions (A), (B), and (C) of this section, when section 3517 .17 of the 

Revised Code authorizes the imposition of an administrative fine with respect to an act or failure to 

act that occurred before the effective date of this section. the secretary of state or the commission, as 
applicable, shall impose the fine authorized under the Revised Code and, if appJicable, under the 

rules of the Ohio elections commission, as they existed at the time of the violation. 

(E)(l) Fines imposed by tee eon'lmissioa under this section shall be ~eposited into the 
Ohio eleetiOftS election integrity commission fund created by section 111.29 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The secretary of state shall certify to the attorney general for collection under section 
131 .02 of the Revised Code the amount of any fine imposed by the secretary of state. by the Ohio 

election integrity commission. or by the Ohio elections commission under this section or under a 

former version of this section that is not paid within forty-five days after it is imposed. 
Sec. 3517.157 3517.18. (A) A complaint shall be filed with the Ohio eleetions e01nmjssion 

secretary of state under section 3517.16 of the Revised Code within two years after the occurrence 
of the act or failure to act that is the subject of the complaint, except that if the act or failure to act 

involves fraud, concealment, or misrepresentation and was not discovered during that two-year 
period, a complaint may be filed within one year after discovery of such act or failure to act. 

(B) Whoever files a complaint with the eoffiHl:ission secretary of state under section 

3517.153 3517.16 of the Revised Code may withdraw it at the following times: 

(J) lf the 001Hplaiet receives as expedited heacieg under seetiOfl 3517.15(j of the Re•,rised 

Code, at any time prior to the hearing without the permission of the commission, or at any ~e after 

the hearing begins but only with the pen:ei:ssion of the eommissi.oa; 
(2) lf the eomplaiat does not reoe-iYe an expedited hearing, at any time. 

(C) The commission B'lay dismiss a eompla.int pendiag before it or before a ~anel of the 
commission. 

https://eommissi.oa
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(D) The omnmissi:ofl or a panel of the eou1:missioa. shall eonduot hearings iB aeeordance with 

Chapter 119. of the Re•i'isea Code a:Ad the Rliles of Civil Prooedl:H'e, except as they are ineonsistent 

with rules adopted by the commission. A party adversely affected by a final determination of the 

commission, including the secretary of state. may appeal from the determination under section 

119.12 of the Revised Code. 

(B) The pri•1ilege granted to an attorney under section 23 J7.02 of the R~vised Code shall be 

graHted to the full time attorney employed by the oommissioR Wlder di¥isioR (1=1)(2) of section 

3517. 152 of the Revised Gode, aHd the eomm-issiofl or a panel of the oornmissioA shall be eoRsidered 

the olieHt of that attorney for purposes of that privilege. 

tB-.(Ql_The members of the commission shall not do either of the following except at a 

meeting of the commission subject to section 121.22 of the Revised Code: 

(1) Discuss among themselves a complaint pending before the commission or a panel of the 

eonHnission; 

(2) Discuss a complaint pending before the commission or a panel of the eommission with a 

party to the complaint, an attorney representing a party to the complaint, or an i:e•1estigatory attorney 

of the commission appointed to hear the complaint. 

Sec. 3517.20. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Political publication for or against a candidate" means a notice, placard, advertisement, 

sample ballot, brochure, flyer, direct mailer, or other form of general publication that is designed to 

promote the nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate. 

(2) "Political publication for or against an issue" means a notice, placard, advertisement, 

sample ballot, brochure, flyer, direct mailer, or other form of general publication that is designed to 

promote the adoption or defeat of a ballot issue or question or to influence the voters in an election. 

(3) "Public political advertising" means newspapers, magazines, outdoor advertising 

facilities, direct mailings, or other similar types of general public political advertising, or flyers, 

handbills, or other nonperiodical printed matter. 

(4) "Statewide candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. 

(5) "Legislative candidate" means a candidate for the office of member of the general 

assembly. 

(6) "Local candidate" means a candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision of 

this state. 

(7) "Legislative campaign fund" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised 

Code. 

(8) "Limited political action committee" means a political action committee of fewer than 

ten members. 

(9) "Limited political contributing entity" means a political contributing entity of fewer than 

ten members. 

(10) "Designated amount" means one hundred dollars in the case of a local candidate or a 
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local ballot issue, two hundred fifty dollars in the case of a legislative candidate, or five hundred 
dollars in the case of a statewide candidate or a statewide ballot issue. 

(11) "To issue" includes to print, post, distribute, reproduce for distribution, or cause to be 

issued, printed, posted, distributed, or reproduced for distribution. 

(12) "Telephone bank" means more than five hundred telephone calls of an identical or 

substantially similar nature within any thirty-day period, whether those telephone calls are made by 

individual callers or by recording. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, no entity shall do any 

of the following unless the name of the entity appears in a conspicuous place on or is contained or 

included within the publication, communication, or telephone call: 
(a) Issue a form of political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot 

issue or question; 

(b) Make an expenditure for the purpose of financing political communications in support of 
or opposition to a candidate or a ballot issue or question through public political advertising; 

(c) Utter or cause to be uttered, over the broadcasting facilities of any radio or television 

station within this state, any communication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot 
issue or question or any communication that is designed to influence the voters in an election; 

(d) Conduct a telephone bank for the purpose of supporting or opposing a candidate or a 

ballot issue or question or for the purpose of influencing the voters in an election. 
(2) A limited political action committee or limited political contributing entity may do any of 

the following without including its name in the publication or communication: 
(a) Issue a form of political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot 

issue or question that does not cost in excess of the designated amount or that is not issued in 

cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign 

committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, a political action committee with ten or 
more members, a political contributing entity with ten or more members, or a limited political action 

committee or limited political contributing entity that spends in excess of the designated amount on 
a related or the same or similar political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a 

ballot issue or question; 
(b) Make an expenditure that is not in excess of the designated amount in support of or 

opposition to a candidate or a ballot issue or question or make an expenditure that is not made in 

cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign 

committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, a political action committee with ten or 
more members, a political contributing entity with ten or more members, or a limited political action 

committee or limited political contributing entity that spends in excess of the designated amount in 

support of or opposition to the same candidate or a ballot issue or question, for the purpose of 
financing political communications in support of or opposition to that candidate or a ballot issue or 

question through public political advertising. 
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(C) If more than one piece of printed matter or printed political communications are mailed 
as a single packet, the requirements of division (B) of this section are met if one of the pieces of 

printed matter or printed political communications in the packet contains the name of the 
organization or entity that issues or is responsible for the printed matter or other printed political 
communications. 

(D) This section does not apply to the transmittal of personal correspondence that is not 
reproduced by machine for general distribution. 

(E) The secretary of state, by rule, may exempt from the requirements of this section, printed 

matter and certain other kinds of printed communications such as campaign buttons, balloons, 
pencils, or similar items, the size or nature of which makes it unreasonable to add an identification 

or disclaimer. 

(F) The disclaimer or identification described in division (B) of this section, when paid for 

by a candidate, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee, shall be identified by the words 
"paid for by" followed by the name of the entity. The identification or disclaimer may use reasonable 

abbreviations for common terms such as "committee." 

The disclaimer "paid political advertisement" is not sufficient to meet the requirements of 
this section. 

(G)(l) No person operating a broadcast station or an organ of printed media shall broadcast 

or print a paid political communication that does not contain the identification required by this 
section. 

(2) Division (B)(l )( c) of this section does not apply to any communications made on behalf 
of a radio or television station or network by any employee of such radio or television station or 
network while acting in the course of the employee's employment. 

(H)(l) No candidate or entity shall use or cause to be used a false, fictitious, or fraudulent 

name or address in the making or issuing of a publication or communication included within the 
provisions of this section. 

(2) No political action committee or political contributing entity shall use or cause to be 

used, in the making or issuing of a publication or communication included within the provisions of 
this section, a name or address that would lead a reasonable person to believe that the publication or 

communication is made by or on behalf of a county political party, unless the political action 
committee or political contributing eommittee entity has obtained a written statement, signed by the 

chairperson of the county political party's executive committee, granting the political action 
committee or political contributing entity permission to act on behalf of or represent the county 
political party. 

(I) Before a prosecution may commence under this section, a 001:eplai:At shall be filed ,...,jth 
the Ohio elections commission under section 3517.153 of the Revised Gode. After the eomplaint is 

filed, tbe commission shall proceed in aooordaece with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the 
Revised Gode. 
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Sec. 351 7 .21. (A) No person, during the course of any campaign for nomination or election 
to public office or office of a political party, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of 

such campaign do any of the following: 
(1) Serve, or place another person to serve, as an agent or employee in the election campaign 

organization of a candidate for the purpose of acting to impede the conduct of the candidate's 

campaign for nomination or election or of reporting information to the employee's employer or the 

agent's principal without the knowledge of the candidate or the candidate's organization; 
(2) Promise, offer, or give any valuable thing or valuable benefit to any person who is 

employed by or is an agent of a candidate or a candidate's election campaign organization for the 

purpose of influencing the employee or agent with respect to the improper discharge of the 
employee's or agent's campaign duties or to obtain information about the candidate or the candidate's 

campaign organization. 
(B) No person, during the course of any campaign for nomination or election to public office 

or office of a political party, by means of campaign materials, including sample ballots, an 
advertisement on radio or television or in a newspaper or periodical, a public speech, press release, 

or otherwise, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign do any of the 

following: 
(1) Use the title of an office not currently held by a candidate in a manner that implies that 

the candidate does currently hold that office or use the term "re-elect" when the candidate has never 

been elected at a primary, general, or special election to the office for which he or she is a candidate; 
(2) Make a false statement concerning the formal schooling or training completed or 

attempted by a candidate; a degree, diploma, certificate, scholarship, grant, award, prize, or honor 

received, earned, or held by a candidate; or the period of time during which a candidate attended any 
school, college, community technical school, or institution; 

(3) Make a false statement concerning the professional, occupational, or vocational licenses 
held by a candidate, or concerning any position the candidate held for which the candidate received 

a salary or wages; 
(4) Make a false statement that a candidate or public official has been indicted or convicted 

of a theft offense, extortion, or other crime involving financial corruption or moral turpitude; 

(5) Make a statement that a candidate has been indicted for any crime or has been the subject 

of a finding by the Ohio elections commission. the secretary of state, or the Ohio election integrity 
commission without disclosing the outcome of any legal proceedings resulting from the indictment 

or finding; 
(6) Make a false statement that a candidate or official has a record of treatment or 

confinement for mental disorder; 
(7) Make a false statement that a candidate or official has been subjected to military 

discipline for criminal misconduct or dishonorably discharged from the armed services; 
(8) Falsely identify the source of a statement, issue statements under the name of another 
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person without authorization, or falsely state the endorsement of or opposition to a candidate by a 

person or publication; 

(9) Make a false statement concerning the voting record of a candidate or public official; 

(10) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherwise disseminate a false statement 
concerning a candidate, either knowing the same to be false or with reckless disregard of whether it 
was false or not, if the statement is designed to promote the election, nomination, or defeat of the 

candidate. 

As used in this section, "voting record" means the recorded "yes" or "no" vote on a bill, 

ordinance, resolution, motion, amendment, or confirmation. 
(C) 'Before a proseeation may eommenee uader this seetion, a eoF11plaiet shall ee filed with 

the Ohio elections eommission under seetion 3517.153 of the R~>,•ised Code. After the eomp'laint is 

filed, the oomm:ission shall proceed ia aceordanee with seetions 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the 

Revised Code. 

Sec. 3517.22. (A) No person during the course of any campaign in advocacy of or in 
opposition to the adoption of any proposition or issue submitted to the voters shall knowingly and 
with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign do any of the following: 

(1) Serve, or place another person to serve, as an agent or employee in the election campaign 
organization of a committee which advocates or is in opposition to the adoption of any ballot 

proposition or issue for the purpose of acting to impede the conduct of the campaign on the 
proposition or issue or of reporting information to the employee's employer or the agent's principal 
without the knowledge of the committee; 

(2) Promise, offer, or give any valuable thing or valuable benefit to any person who is 

employed by or is an agent of a committee in advocacy of or in opposition to the adoption of any 

ballot proposition or issue, for the purpose of influencing the employee or agent with respect to the 

improper discharge of the employee's or agent's campaign duties or to obtain information about the 
committee's campaign organization. 

(B) No person, during the course of any campaign in advocacy of or in opposition to the 
adoption of any ballot proposition or issue, by means of campaign material, including sample 
ballots, an advertisement on radio or television or in a newspaper or periodical, a public speech, a 
press release, or otherwise, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign 
do any of the following: 

(1) Falsely identify the source of a statement, issue statements under the name of another 
person without authorization, or falsely state the endorsement of or opposition to a ballot proposition 

or issue by a person or publication; 

(2) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherwise disseminate, a false statement, either 
knowing the same to be false or acting with reckless disregard of whether it was false or not, that is 

designed to promote the adoption or defeat of any ballot proposition or issue. 
(C) Before a prosee1:1tion may commenoe 1:1nder this seotion, a oornp:laint shall ee filed with 
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the Ohio eleetions eommissioa l:ledor seetion 3517.153 of the Re•,isod Code. After tho eon~plaint is 

filed, the eora:missioft shall prooeed iR aeoordanoe 1,1rith seetions 351 7.154 to 3517.157 of the 

Re·,·ised Code. 
Sec. 3517.23. The secretary of state shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code that are necessary for the administration and enforcement of sections 3517.08 to 

3517.13, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the Revised Code and shall 
provide each candidate, political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign 
fund, political party, and person making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing 

electioneering communications with written instructions and explanations in order to ensure 
compliance with sections 3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the 

Revised Code. 

Sec. 3517.992 3517.99. This seoti01-1 establishes penalties only with respect to aets or fa.i l1:1res 

to aet tb:at oceur oe and after ,'\ug1:1st 24 , 1995. Except as otherwise provided in section 3517 .991 of 

the Revised Code: 
(A)(l) A candidate whose campaign committee violates division (A), (B), (C), (D), or (V) of 

section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, or a treasurer of a campaign committee who violates any of 
those divisions, shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of violation. 

(2) Whoever violates division (E) or (X)(5) of section 3517.13 or division (E)(l) of section 

3 517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of 
violation. 

(B) An entity that violates division (G)(l) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be 

fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of violation. 

(C) Whoever violates division (G)(2) of section 3517.101, division (G) of section 3517.13, 
or division (E)(2) or (3) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than ten 

thousand dollars or, if the offender is a person who was nominated or elected to public office, shall 

forfeit the nomination or the office to which the offender was elected, or both. 
(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 3517 .13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not 

more than three times the amount contributed. 

(E) Whoever violates division (H) of section 3517 .13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not 
more than one hundred dollars. 

(F) Whoever violates division (0), (P), or (Q) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code is 

guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(G) A state or county committee of a political party that violates division (B)(l) of section 
3517 .18 of the Revised Code as that section existed before its repeal by H.B. 166 of the 133rd 

general assembly shall be fined not more than twice the amount of the improper expenditure. 
(H) An entity that violates division (H) of section 3 517.101 of the Revised Code shall be 

fined not more than twice the amount of the improper expenditure or use. 
(1)(1) Any individual who violates division (B)(l) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code 
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and knows that the contribution the individual makes violates that division shall be fined an amount 

equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 

(2) Any political action committee that violates division (B)(2) of section 3517 .102 of the 
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division. 
(3) Any campaign committee that violates division (B)(3) or (5) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division. 
(4)(a) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount transferred or contributed in 

excess of the amount permitted by that division, as applicable. 

(b) Any state political party, county political party, or state candidate fund of a state political 

party or county political party that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code 
shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division, as applicable. 
(c) Any political contributing entity that violates division (B)(7) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division. 
(5) Any political party that violates division (B)(4) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code 

shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the amount 

permitted by that division. 
(6) Notwithstanding divisions (I)(l), (2), (3), (4), and (5) of this section, no violation of 

division (B) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not 

refer parties to the Ohio eleetions commission file a complaint under section 3517 .16 of the Revised 

Code, if the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the amount permitted by that division 

meets either of the following conditions: 
(a) It is completely refunded within five business days after it is accepted. 
(b) It is completely refunded on or before the tenth business day after notification to the 

recipient of the excess transfer or contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state that 
a transfer or contribution in excess of the permitted amount has been received. 

(J)(l) Any campaign committee that violates division (C)(l), (2), (3), or (6) of section 

3 517 .102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in 

excess of the amount permitted by that division. 
(2)(a) Any county political party that violates division (C)(4)(a)(ii) or (iii) of section 

3 517 .102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted. 
(b) Any county political party that violates division (C)(4)(a)(i) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount from its state candidate fund equal to three times the amount 

accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 
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(c) Any state political party that violates division (C)(4)(b) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount from its state candidate fund equal to three times the amount 
accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 

(3) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (C)(5) of section 3517.102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division. 
(4) Any political action committee or political contributing entity that violates division (C) 

(7) of section 3517 .102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the 
amount accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 

(5) Notwithstanding divisions (J)(l), (2), (3), and (4) of this section, no violation of division 

(C) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not refer parties 

to the Obie elections cofflfl'lissioe fi le a complaint under ection 3517.16 of the Revised Code, if the 
amount transferred or contributed in excess of the amount permitted to be accepted by that division 
meets either of the following conditions: 

(a) It is completely refunded within five business days after its acceptance. 
(b) It is completely refunded on or before the tenth business day after notification to the 

recipient of the excess transfer or contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state that 

a transfer or contribution in excess of the permitted amount has been received. 
(K)(1) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (F)( 1) of section 3 517 .102 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each day of violation. 
(2) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (F)(2) of section 3517 .102 of the 

Revised Code shall give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit of the 
Ohio elections election integrity commission fund all excess contributions not disposed of as 
required by division (E) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. 

(L) Whoever violates section 3517.105 of the Revised Code shall be fined one thousand 
dollars. 

(M)(l) Whoever solicits a contribution in violation of section 3517 .092 or violates division 

(B) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(2) Whoever knowingly accepts a contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section 
3517.092 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in 

violation of either of those divisions and shall return to the contributor any amount so accepted. 

Whoever unknowingly accepts a contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section 3517.092 
of the Revised Code shall return to the contributor any amount so accepted. 

(N) Whoever violates division (S) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an 
amount equal to three times the amount of funds transferred or three times the value of the assets 
transferred in violation of that division. 

(0) Any campaign committee that accepts a contribution or contributions in violation of 
section 3517.108 of the Revised Code, uses a contribution in violation of that section, or fails to 
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dispose of excess contributions in violation of that section shall be fined an amount equal to three 

times the amount accepted, used, or kept in violation of that section. 
(P) Any political party, state candidate fund, legislative candidate fund, or campaign 

committee that violates division (T) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an 

amount equal to three times the amount contributed or accepted in violation of that section. 
(Q) A treasurer of a committee or another person who violates division (U) of section 

3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars. 
(R) Whoever violates division (I) or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be 

fined not more than one thousand dollars. Whenever a person is found guilty of violating division (I) 
or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, the contract awarded in violation of either of those 

divisions shall be rescinded if its terms have not yet been performed. 

(S) A candidate whose campaign committee violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee 
who violates section 3517.081 of the Revised Code, and a candidate whose campaign committee 
violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee or another person who violates division (C) of 

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars. 

(T) A candidate whose campaign committee violates or a treasurer of a committee who 

violates division (B) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code, or a candidate whose campaign 
committee violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee or another person who violates division 

(C) of section 3517 .09 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars. 

(U) Whoever violates section 3517.20 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than five 

hundred dollars. 
(V) Whoever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the Revised Code shall be imprisoned 

for not more than six months or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 
(W) A campaigA committee tllat is required te file a declaratiee ef 00 Jimits uRder divisiee 

(0)(2) ef section 3517.103 ef the Re1>'ised Cede that, before fi.litlg that declaration, acce~ts a 
00ntril:n:1tioe or coRtributiofl5 that exceed the l.imitatieRs prescribed iR seotioa 3517.l 02 of the 

Re1i'ised Code, shall return tl1at ooAtributioR or these contributioAs to the contribl¼tor. 
fXt-Any campaign committee that fails to file the declaration of filing-day finances required 

by division (F) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each 

day of violation. 
(Y)(l) (X)(l) Any campaign committee that fails to dispose of excess funds or excess 

aggregate contributions under division (B) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code in the manner 

required by division (C) of that section shall give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the Ohio 
elections election integrity commission fund created under di•,ision (I) ef section 3517.152 111.29 of 

the Revised Code all funds not disposed of pursuant to that division. 
(2) Any treasurer of a transition fund that fails to dispose of assets remaining in the transition 

fund as required under division (H)(l) or (2) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall give to 

the treasurer of state for deposit into the Ohio elections election integrity commission fund all assets 
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not disposed of pursuant to that division. 
~ffi_Any individual, campaign committee, political action committee, political 

contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, political party, treasurer of a transition fund, or other 

entity that violates any provision of sections 3517.09 to 3517.12 of the Revised Code for which no 

penalty is provided for under any other division of this section shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars. 
(AA)(l) (Z)(l) Whoever knowingly violates division (W)(l) of section 3517.13 of the 

Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed, expended, or 

promised in violation of that division or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater. 

(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (W)(2) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code 

shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount solicited or accepted in violation of that 

division or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater. 

fBBt-(AA) Whoever knowingly violates division (C) or (D) of section 3517.1011 of the 
Revised Code shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars plus not more than one thousand 

dollars for each day of violation. 

(CC)( l) (BB)( 1) Subject to division (CC)(2)(BB)(2) of this section, whoever violates 
division (H) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount up to three times the 
amount disbursed for the direct costs of airing the communication made in violation of that division. 

(2) Whoever has been ordered by the Ohio elections election integrity commission or by a 
court of competent jurisdiction to cease making communications in violation of division (H) of 

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code who again violates that division shall be fined an amount 
equal to three times the amount disbursed for the direct costs of airing the communication made in 
violation of that division. 

(DD)(l) (CC)(l) Any corporation or labor organization that violates division (X)(3)(a) of 

section 3 517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount given 

in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 
(2) Any state or county political party that violates division (X)(3)(b) of section 3517.13 of 

the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in excess of the 

amount permitted by that division. 
(EE)(l) (DD){l) Any campaign committee or person who violates division (C)(l)(b) or (c) 

of section 3 517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount 

donated in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 

(2) Any officeholder or treasurer of a transition fund who violates division (C)(3)(a) or (b) of 

section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount 
accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division. 

Sec. 3517 .991. A person who is convicted of a violation of this chapter or section 145.054, 

742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, 3599.03, 3599.031, or 5505.045 of the Revised Code shall be 
sentenced under the law as it existed al the time the violation occurred. 
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Sec. 3701.021. (A) The director of health shall adopt, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code, such rules as are necessary to carry out sections 3701.021 to 3701.0210 of the 

Revised Code, including, but not limited to, rules to establish the following: 
(1) Subject to division (D) of this section, medical and financial eligibility requirements for 

the program for children and youth with special health care needs; 
(2) Subject to division (C) of this section, eligibility requirements for providers who provide 

goods and services for the program for children and youth with special health care needs; 

(3) Procedures to be followed by the department of health in disqualifying providers for 

violating requirements adopted under division (A)(2) of this section; 
(4) Procedures to be used by the department regarding application for diagnostic services 

under division (B) of section 3701.023 of the Revised Code and payment for those services under 

division (E) of that section; 

(5) Standards for the provision of service coordination by the department of health and city 

and general health districts; 
(6) Procedures for the department to use to determine the amount to be paid annually by 

each county for services for children and youth with special health care needs and to allow counties 

to retain funds under divisions (A)(2) and (3) of section 3701.024 of the Revised Code; 
(7) Financial eligibility requirements for services for Ohio residents twenty-one years of age 

or older who have cystic fibrosis; 
(8) Criteria for payment of approved providers who provide goods and services for children 

and youth with special health care needs; 
(9) Criteria for the department to use in determining whether the payment of health 

insurance premiums of participants in the program for children and youth with special health care 

needs is cost-effective; 
(10) Procedures for appeal of denials of applications under divisions (A) and (D) of section 

3701.023 of the Revised Code, disqualification of providers, and amounts paid for services; 
(11) Terms of appointment for members of the children and youth with special health care 

needs medical advisory council created in section 3701.025 of the Revised Code; 
(12) Eligibility requirements for the hemophilia program, including income and hardship 

requirements; 
(13) If a manufacturer discount program is established under division (J)(l) of section 

3701.023 of the Revised Code, procedures for administering the program, including criteria and 

other requirements for participation in the program by manufacturers of drugs and nutritional 

formulas. 
(B) The department of health shall develop a manual of operational procedures and 

guidelines for the program for children and youth with special health care needs to implement 

sections 3701.021 to 3701.0210 of the Revised Code. 
(C) A medicaid provider, as defined in section 5164.01 of the Revised Code, is eligible to be 
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a provider of the same goods and services for the program for children and youth with special health 

care needs that the provider is approved to provide for the medicaid program and the director shall 

approve such a provider for participation in the program for children and youth with special health 
care needs. 

(D) In establishing medical and financial eligibility requirements for the program for 
children and youth with special health care needs, the director of health shall not specify an age 
restriction that excludes from eligibility an individual who is either of the following: 

(I) Beginning on J1:1ly I 2021 , less than twenty two years of age; 
(2) Beginning on htly 1, 2022, less than twenty three years of age; 

(3) Begianing on htly 1, 2023, less than tweaty few· years of age; 
(4) Beginnmg on July l, 2024, less tban t\•,reaty fi•,<e years of ageless than twenty-six years of 

Sec. 3701.033. (A) This section establishes the order of priority to be followed by the 

department of health when distributing funds for the purpose of providing family planning services, 

including funds the department receives through the "Maternal and Child Health Block Grant," Title 
V of the "Social Security Act," 95 Stat. 818 (1981), 42 U.S.C. 701, as amended, and funds the 

department receives through Title X of the "Public Health Service Act," 84 Stat. 1504 (1970), 42 

U.S.C. 300a, as amended. This section does not apply to grants awarded by the department under 
section 3701.046 of the Revised Code. 

(B) With respect to each period during which funds from a particular source are distributed 
for the purpose of providing family planning services, the department is subject to both of the 

following when distributing the funds to applicants seeking those funds: 

(1) Foremost priority shall be given to public entities that are operated by state or local 
government entities and that provide or are able to provide family planning services. 

(2) If any funds remain after the department distributes funds to public entities under 

division (B)(l) of this section, the department may distribute funds to nonpublic entities. If funds are 
distributed to nonpublic entities, the department shall distribute the funds in the following order of 
descending priority: 

(a) Nonpublic entities that are federally qualified health centers or federally qualified health 

center look-alikes, both as defined in section 3701.047 of the Revised Code, or community action 

agencies, as defined in section 122.ee 5101.311 of the Revised Code; 
(b) Nonpublic entities that provide comprehensive primary and preventive care services in 

addition to family planning services; 

(c) Nonpublic entities that provide family planning services, but do not provide 
comprehensive primary and preventive care services. 

Sec. 3701.045. (A) The department of health, in consultation with the chilelren's trust fund 

board establisheel lilnder section 3109.15 of the Rtwised Coele-department of children and youth and 
any bodies acting as child fatality review boards on October 5, 2000, shall adopt rules in accordance 
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with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish a procedure for county or regional child fatality 
review boards to follow in conducting a review of the death of a child. The rules shall do all of the 

following: 

(1) Establish the format for the annual reports required by section 307.626 of the Revised 

Code; 
(2) Establish guidelines for a county or regional child fatality review board to follow in 

compiling statistics for annual reports so that the reports do not contain any information that would 

permit any person's identity to be ascertained from a report; 

(3) Establish guidelines for a county or regional child fatality review board to follow in 
creating and maintaining the comprehensive database of child deaths required by section 307.623 of 

the Revised Code, including provisions establishing uniform record-keeping procedures; 

(4) Establish guidelines for reporting child fatality review data to the department of health or 

a national child death review database, either of which must maintain the confidentiality of 

information that would permit a person's identity to be ascertained; 
(5) Establish guidelines, materials, and training to help educate members of county or 

regional child fatality review boards about the purpose of the review process and the confidentiality 
of the information described in section 307 .629 of the Revised Code and to make them aware that 

such information is not a public record under section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(B) On or before the thirtieth day of September of each year, the department of health and 

the ehildreR's trest fuHd board department of children and youth jointly shall prepare and publish a 
report organizing and setting forth the data from the department of health child death review 
database or the national child death review database, data in all the reports provided by county or 

regional child fatality review boards in their annual reports for the previous calendar year, and 

recommendations for any changes to law and policy that might prevent future deaths. The 

department of health and the children's trust fund board department of children and youth jointly 

shall provide a copy of the report to the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, the 
president of the senate, the minority leaders of the house of representatives and the senate, each 

county or regional child fatality review board, and each county or regional family and children first 
council. 

Sec. 3701.511. None of the funds appropriated to administer the programs authorized by 

sections 3701.501 and 3701.502 of the Revised Code shall be used to counsel or refer for abortion, 

eJf:eept iA the ease of a medical emergeacy. 
Sec. 3701.79. (A) As used in this section and in sections 3701.791 and 3701.792 of the 

Revised Code: 

(1) "Abortion" has the same meaning as in section 2919.11 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Abortion report" means a form completed pursuant to division (C) of this section. 

(3) "Ambulatory surgical facility" has the same meaning as in section 3702.30 of the 
Revised Code. 
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(4) "Department" means the department of health. 
(5) "Hospital" means any building, structure, institution, or place devoted primarily to the 

maintenance and operation of facilities for the diagnosis, treatment, and medical or surgical care for 

three or more unrelated individuals having illness, disease, injury, or deformity, and regularly 

making available at least clinical laboratory services, diagnostic x-ray services, treatment facilities 

for surgery or obstetrical care, or other definitive medical treatment. "Hospital" does not include a 
"home" as defined in section 3721.01 of the Revised Code. 

(6) "Physician's office" means an office or portion of an office that is used to provide 

medical or surgical services to the physician's patients. "Physician's office" does not mean an 
ambulatory surgical facility, a hospital, or a hospital emergency department. 

(7) "Postabortion care" means care given after the uterus has been evacuated by abortion. 

(B) The department shall be responsible for collecting and collating abortion data reported to 

the department as required by this section. 

(C) The attending physician shall complete an individual abortion report for the abortion.....]2y_ 
surgical procedure or by abortion-inducing drugs, of each zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus the 

physician performs. The report shall be confidential and shall not contain the woman's name. The 
report shall include, but is not limited to, all of the following, insofar as the patient makes the data 

available that is not within the physician's knowledge: 
(1) Patient number; 

(2) The name and address of the facility in which the abortion was performed, and whether 

the facility is a hospital, ambulatory surgical facility, physician's office, or other facility; 
(3) The date of the abortion; 

(4) If a surgical abortion, the method of final disposition of the fetal remains under Chapter 

3726. of the Revised Code; 
(5) All of the following regarding the woman on whom the abortion was performed: 

(a) ~State and zip code ofresidence; 
(b) Age; 

(c) Race; 
(d) Marital status; 

(e) Number of previous pregnancies; 

(f) Years of education; 

(g) Number of living children; 

(h) Number of zygotes, blastocytes, embryos, or fetuses previously aborted; 
(i) Date of last induced abortion; 

(i) Date of last live birth; 
(k) Method of contraception at the time of conception; 

(1) Date of the first day of the last menstrual period; 

(m) Medical condition at the time of the abortion; 
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