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candidate appearing on the ballot who filed a nominating petition and requested a ballot designation
as an other-party candidate under section 3513.257 of the Revised Code shall be printed, in less
prominent type face than that in which the candidate's name is printed, the designation of "other-
party candidate." No designation shall appear under the name of a candidate appearing on the ballot
who filed a nominating petition and requested that no ballot designation appear under the candidate's
name under section 3513.257 of the Revised Code, or who filed a nominating petition and failed to
request a ballot designation either as a nonparty candidate or as an other-party candidate under that
section.

(G) Except as provided in this section, no words, designations, or emblems descriptive of a
candidate or the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method by which the candidate
was nominated or certified, shall be printed under or after a candidate's name that is printed on the
ballot.

Sec. 3505.04. On the nonpartisan ballot shall be printed the names of all nonpartisan
candidates for election to the office of judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common

pleas, He—-o+Hee—ot-member—otthe—state-board—oi—education—the-otice—oianember—ot—a-board—o

| R L

[Z/"‘ municipal or township offices for municipal corporations and townships in which primary

11/»9

:@in the order stated.

elections are not held for nomination of candidates by political parties, and municipal offices of
municipal corporations having charters which provide for separate ballots for elections for such
municipal offices.

Such ballots shall have printed across the top, and below the stubs, "Official Nonpartisan
Ballot."

The order in which the offices are listed on the ballot shall be prescribed by, and certified to
each board of elections by, the sccretary of state; provided that the-effice-of-member—efthe-state
beard-of-edueation—county judicial offices shall be listed first on the ballot, then—eountyjudieial

offices—followed by municipal and township offices, |and—by—effices—ofmember—of-a—beoard—of | L b

Within the rectangular space within which the title of each judicial office is printed on the
ballot and immediately below such title shall be printed the date of the commencement of the term
of the office, if a full term, as follows: "Full term commencing (Date) ," or the date

of the end of the term of the office, if an unexpired term, as follows: "Unexpired term ending
(Date) "
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The names of all nonpartisan candidates for an office shall be arranged in a group under the
title of that office, and shall be rotated and printed on the ballot as provided in section 3505.03 of the
Revised Code.

No name or designation of any political party nor any words, designations, or emblems
descriptive of a candidate or the candidate's political affiliation, or indicative of the method by
which such candidate was nominated or certified, shall be printed under or after any nonpartisan
candidate's name which is printed on the ballot. -

Sec. 3505.06. (A) On the questions and issues ballot shall be printed all questlons and issues
to be submitted at any one election together with the percentage of affirmative votes necessary for
passage as required by law. Such ballot shall have printed across the top thereof, and below the
stubs, "Official Questions and Issues Ballot."

(B)(1) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot from top to bottom as
provided in division (B)(1) of this section, except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this
section. State questions and issues shall always appear as the top group of questions and issues. In
calendar year 1997, the following questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot, in the
following order from top to bottom, after the state questions and issues:

(a) County questions and issues;

(b) Municipal questions and issues; 71/ /]/LD

(c) Township questions and issues;

(d) School or other district questions and issues.

In each succeeding calendar year after 1997, each group of questions and issues described in
division (B)(1)(a) to (d) of this section shall be moved down one place on the ballot except that the
group that was last on the ballot during the immediately preceding calendar year shall appear at the
top of the ballot after the state questions and issues. The rotation shall be performed only once each
calendar year, beginning with the first election held during the calendar year. The rotation of groups
of questions and issues shall be performed during each calendar year as required by division (B)(1)
of this section, even if no questions and issues from any one or more such groups appear on the
ballot at any particular election held during that calendar year.

(2) Questions and issues shall be grouped together on the ballot, from top to bottom, in the
following order when it is not practicable to group them together as required by division (B)(1) of
 this section because of the type of voting machines used by the board of elections: state questions
and issues, county questions and issues, municipal questions and issues, township questions and
issues, and school or other district questions and issues. The particular order in which each of a
group of state questions or issues is placed on the ballot shall be determined by, and certified to each
board of elections by, the secretary of state.

' (3) Failure of the board of elections to rotate questions and issues as required by division (B) |
| (1) of this section does not affect the validity of the election at which the failure oceyrred, ANdIS 00k initialed text was

|
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grounds for contesting an election under section 3515.08 of the Revised Code.

(C) The particular order in which each of a group of county, municipal, township, or school
district questions or issues is placed on the ballot shall be determined by the board providing the
ballots.

(D) The printed matter pertaining to each question or issue on the ballot shall be enclosed at
the top and bottom thereof by a heavy horizontal line across the width of the ballot. Immediately
below such top line shall be printed a brief title descriptive of the question or issue below it, such as
"Proposed Constitutional Amendment," "Proposed Bond Issue,” "Proposed Annexation of
Territory," "Proposed Increase in Tax Rate," or such other brief title as will be descriptive of the
question or issue to which it pertains, together with a brief statement of the percentage of affirmative
votes necessary for passage, such as "A sixty-five per cent affirmative vote is necessary for
passage," "A majority vote is necessary for passage," or such other brief statement as will be
descriptive of the percentage of affirmative votes required.

(E) The questions and issues ballot need not contain the full text of the proposal to be voted
upon. A condensed text that will properly describe the question, issue, or an amendment proposed by
other than the general assembly shall be used as prepared and certified by the secretary of state for
state-wide questions or issues or by the board for local questions or issues. If other than a full text is
used, the full text of the proposed question, issue, or amendment together with the percentage of]
affirmative votes necessary for passage as required by law shall be posted in each polling place in
some spot that is easily accessible to the voters.

(F)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(2) of this section, each question and
issue appearing on the questions and issues ballot may be consecutively numbered. The question or
issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot may be designated on the face thereof by the
Arabic numeral "1" and all questions and issues placed below on the ballot shall be consecutively
numbered. Such numeral shall be placed below the heavy top horizontal line enclosing such question
or issue and to the left of the brief title thereof.

(2) Beginning with the general election to be held on November 5, 2024, a state question or
issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot shall be designated on the face thereof by the
Arabic numeral "1" and all state questions and issues placed below on the ballot shall be
consecutively numbered. For elections occurring after the general election held on November 5,
2024, a state question or issue determined to appear at the top of the ballot shall be designated on the
face thereof by the Arabic numeral that is consecutive to the Arabic numeral of the last state
question or issue that appeared on the ballot at the immediately preceding election at which a state
question or issue appeared on the ballot and all state questions or issues placed below on the ballot

shall be consecutively numbered. Such numeral shall be placed below the heavy top horizontal line
enclosing such question or issue and to the left of the brief title thereof. Once a state question or|
lissue appears on the ballot designated by the Arabic numeral "500," the state question or issue|
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issue appears on the ballot shall be designated by the Arabic numeral "1." ﬂ /7/117

(G) No portion of a ballot question proposing to levy a property tax in excess of the ten-mill
limitation under any section of the Revised Code, including the renewal er+replacement-of such a
| levy, may be printed in boldface type or in a font size that is different from the font size of other text
in the ballot question. The prohibitions in division (G) of this section do not apply to printed matter
either described in division (D) of this section related to such a ballot question or located in the area
of the ballot in which votes are indicated for or against that question.

Sec. 3505.33. When the board of elections has completed the canvass of the election returns
from the precincts in its county, in which electors were entitled to vote at any general or special

election, it shall determine and declare the results of the elections determined by the clectors of such
county or of a district or subdivision within such county. If more than the number of candidates to be
elected to an office received the largest and an equal number of votes, such tie shall be resolved by
lot by the chairperson of the board in the presence of a majority of the members of the board. Such
declaration shall be in writing and shall be signed by at least a majority of the members of the board.
It shall bear the date of the day upon which it is made, and a copy thereof shall be posted by the
board in a conspicuous place in its office. The board shall keep such copy posted for a period of at
least five days.

Thereupon the board shall promptly certify abstracts of the results of such elections within
its county, in such forms as the secretary of state prescribes. Such forms shall be designated and
shall contain abstracts as follows:

Form No. 1. An abstract of the votes cast for the office of president and vice-president of the
United States.

Form No. 2. An abstract of the votes cast for the office of governor and lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of the supreme
court of Ohio, judge of the supreme court of Ohio, member of the senate of the congress of the
United States, member at large of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States,
district member of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States, and an abstract
of the votes cast upon each question or issue submitted at such election to electors throughout the
entire state.

Form No. 3. An abstract of the votes cast for the office of member of the senate of the
general assembly, and member of the house of representatives of the general assembly.

Form No. 4. A report of the votes cast for the-effice—of-member—of-the—state-beard—of
education—judge of the court of appeals, judge of the court of common pleas, judge of the probate
court, judge of the county court, county commissioner, county auditor, prosecuting attorney, clerk of
the court of common pleas, sheriff, county recorder, county treasurer, county engineer, and coroner.

Form No. 5. A report of the votes cast upon all questions and issues other than such
questions and issues which were submitted to electors throughout the entire state.

Form No. 6. A report of the votes cast for municipal offices, judge of the municipal GQHEmitialed text was
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township offices, and the office of member of a board of education.

One copy of each of these forms shall be kept in the office of the board. One copy of each of
these forms shall promptly be sent to the secretary of state, who shall place the records contained in
forms No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 6 in electronic format. One copy of Form No. 2 shall
promptly be sent by electronic mail to the president of the senate of the general assembly. The board
shall also at once upon completion of the official count send a certified copy of that part of each of
the forms which pertains to an election in which only electors of a district comprised of more than
one county but less than all of the counties of the state voted to the board of the most populous
county in such district. It shall also at once upon completion of the official count send a certified
copy of that part of each of the forms which pertains to an election in which only electors of a
subdivision located partly within the county voted to the board of the county in which the major
portion of the population of such subdivision is located.

If, after certifying and sending abstracts and parts thereof, a board finds that any such
abstract or part thereof is incorrect, it shall promptly prepare, certify, and send a corrected abstract or
part thereof to take the place of each incorrect abstract or part thereof theretofore certified and sent.

Sec. 3505.38. Election officials who are required to declare the results of a special or general
election in which persons were elected to offices shall, unless otherwise provided by law, issue to
the persons declared elected by them appropriate certificates of election in such form as is prescribed
by the secretary of state. Such certificates of election shall be issued by such election officials after
the time within which applications may be made for recounts of votes has expired, and after recounts
of votes which have been applied for are completed.

All persons declared to be elected by the president of the senate as provided for in section
3505.34 of the Revised Code shall be issued certificates of election by the secretary of state as
provided for in such section and shall be issued commissions for such offices by the governor,
provided that the board of elections required to determine and declare the results of the election for
candidates for election to the office of member of the house of representatives of the congress of the
United States-or—member—of-thestate-beard-of-edueation shall, in licu of issuing a certificate of
election, certify to the secretary of state the names of such candidates declared elected, and the
secretary of state, from such certification, shall issue to the persons certified to the secretary of state
as elected as a member of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States—er
member-of-the-state-board-of-edueation a certificate of the person's election, signed by the governor,
sealed with the great seal of the state, and countersigned by the secretary of state. Certificates of
election of members of the house of representatives of the congress of the United States shall be
forwarded by registered mail to the clerk of the house of representatives of the congress of the
United States, Washington, D.C., and the person elected to such office shall be advised by letter
from the secretary of state that the person's certificate of election has been forwarded to said clerk.

Sec. 3513.04. Candidates for party nominations to state, district, county, and municipal
offices or positions, for which party nominations are provided by law, and for election as members
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of party controlling committees shall have their names printed on the official primary ballot by filing
a declaration of candidacy and paying the fees specified for the office under divisions (A) and (B) of
section 3513.10 of the Revised Code, except that the joint candidates for party nomination to the
offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall, for the two of them, file one declaration of
candidacy. The joint candidates also shall pay the fees specified for the joint candidates under
divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised Code.

The secretary of state shall not accept for filing the declaration of candidacy of a candidate
for party nomination to the office of governor unless the declaration of candidacy also shows a joint
candidate for the same party's nomination to the office of lieutenant governor, shall not accept for
filing the declaration of candidacy of a candidate for party nomination to the office of lieutenant
governor unless the declaration of candidacy also shows a joint candidate for the same party's
nomination to the office of governor, and shall not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy that
shows a candidate for party nomination to the office of governor or lieutenant governor who, for the
same election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in
candidate, or has become a candidate by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the
Revised Code for any other state office or any federal or county office.

No person who secks party nomination for an office or position at a primary election by
declaration of candidacy or by declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate and no person who is a
first choice for president of candidates seeking election as delegates and alternates to the national
conventions of the different major political parties who are chosen by direct vote of the electors as
provided in this chapter shall be permitted to become a candidate by nominating petition, including a
nominating petition filed under section 3517.012 of the Revised Code, by declaration of intent to be
a write-in candidate, or by filling a vacancy under section 3513.31 of the Revised Code at the

followmg general election for any ofﬁce other than the [efﬁee—ef—member—ef—the—s&ate—lwafd—ef
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Sec. 3513 05. (A) Each person desiring to become a candidate for a party nomination at a

rimary election or for election to an office or position to be voted for at a primary election, except
persons desiring to become joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor and
except as otherwise provided in section 3513.051 of the Revised Code, shall, not later than four p.m.
of the ninetieth day before the day of the primary election, file a declaration of candidacy and
petition and pay the fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised
Code. The declaration of candidacy and all separate petition papers shall be filed at the same time as
one instrument. When the offices are to be voted for at a primary election, persons desiring to
become joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall, not later than four
p.m. of the ninetieth day befoté the day of the primary election, comply with section 3513.04 of the
Revised Code. The prospective joint candidates' declaration of candidacy and all separate petition

papers of candidacies shall be filed at the same time as one instrument. The secretgiy,phs@iePsnd i,mlaled text was
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board of elections shall not accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition of a person
seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same election, has already filed a declaration of
candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or has become a candidate by the
filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code for any federal, state, or county
office, if the declaration of candidacy is for a state or county office, or for any municipal or township
office, if the declaration of candidacy is for a municipal or township office.

(B) If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy which is to be submitted to electors
throughout the entire state, the petition, including a petition for joint candidates for the offices of
governor and lieutenant governor, shall be signed by at least one thousand qualified electors who are
members of the same political party as the candidate or joint candidates, and the declaration of
candidacy and petition shall be filed with the secretary of state; provided that the secretary of state
shall not accept or file any such petition appearing on its face to contain signatures of more than
three thousand electors.

(C)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraphsection, if the declaration of candidacy
is of one that is to be submitted only to electors within a district, political subdivision, or portion
thereof, the petition shall be signed by not less than fifty qualified electors who are members of the
same political party as the political party of which the candidate is a member. H

(;)_I_the declaratlon of candldacy is for party nomination as a candidate for member-efthe

auth A-URIeipa : ed-by—wardany of the following, the petition
shall be signed by not less than twenty-five quallﬁed electors who are members of the political party

of which the candidate is a member;
(a) Member of the legislative authority of a municipal corporation elected by ward; [Z_,/”' =
(b) Member of a local or exempted village board of education:
(c) Member of a board of education of a city school district having a population of less than

twenty thousand, as determined by the most recent federal decennial census.
(D) No such petition, except the petition for a candidacy that is to be submitted to electors

throughout the entire state, shall be accepted for filing if it appears to contain on its face signatures
of more than three times the minimum number of signatures. When a petition of a candidate has
been accepted for filing by a board of elections, the petition shall not be deemed invalid if, upon
verification of signatures contained in the petition, the board of elections finds the number of
signatures accepted exceeds three times the minimum number of signatures required. A board of
elections may discontinue verifying signatures on petitions when the number of verified signatures
equals the minimum required number of qualified signatures.

(E) If the declaration of candidacy declares a candidacy for party nomination or for election
as a candidate of a minor party, the minimum number of signatures on such petition is one-half the
minimum number provided in this section, except that, when the candidacy is one for election as a
member of the state central committee or the county central committee of a political party, the
minimum number shall be the same for a minor party as for a major party.

The ahove boxed and iditialed text was
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(F) If a declaration of candidacy is one for election as a member of the state central
committee or the county central committee of a political party, the petition shall be signed by five
qualified electors of the district, county, ward, township, or precinct within which electors may vote
for such candidate. The electors signing such petition shall be members of the same political party as
the political party of which the candidate is a member.

(G) For purposes of signing or circulating a petition of candidacy for party nomination or
election, an elector is considered to be a member of a political party if the elector voted in that
party's primary election within the preceding two calendar years, or if the elector did not vote in any
other party's primary election within the preceding two calendar years.

(H) If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be submitted only to electors within a
county, or within a district or subdivision or part thereof smaller than a county, the petition shall be
filed with the board of elections of the county. If the declaration of candidacy is of one that is to be
submitted only to electors of a district or subdivision or part thereof that is situated in more than one
county, the petition shall be filed with the board of elections of the county within which the major
portion of the population thereof, as ascertained by the next preceding federal census, is located.

(I) A petition shall consist of separate petition papers, each of which shall contain signatures
of electors of only one county. Petitions or separate petition papers containing signatures of electors
of more than one county shall not thereby be declared invalid. In case petitions or separate petition
papers containing signatures of electors of more than one county are filed, the board shall determine
the county from which the majority of signatures came, and only signatures from such co ly/:ﬂ(llp
be counted. Signatures from any other county shall be invalid. ?L

(J) Each separate petition paper shall be circulated by one person only, who shall be the
candidate or a joint candidate or a member of the same political party as the candidate or joint
candidates, and each separate petition paper shall be governed by the rules set forth in section
3501.38 of the Revised Code.

(K) The secretary of state shall promptly transmit to each board such separate petition papers
of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with the secretary of state as purport
to contain signatures of electors of the county of such board. The board of the most populous county
of a district shall promptly transmit to each board within such district such separate petition papers
of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed with it as purport to contain
signatures of electors of the county of each such board. The board of a county within which the
major portion of the population of a subdivision, situated in more than one county, is located, shall
promptly transmit to the board of each other county within which a portion of such subdivision is
located such separate petition papers of each petition accompanying a declaration of candidacy filed
with it as purport to contain signatures of electors of the portion of such subdivision in the county of
each such board.

(L) All petition papers so transmitted to a board and all petitions accompanying declarations

; : 1 lati L . .
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four p.m. of the cighticth day before the day of the next primary election. Each board shall, not later
than the seventy-eighth day before the day of that primary election, examine and determine the
validity or invalidity of the signatures on the petition papers so transmitted to or filed with it and
shall return to the secretary of state all petition papers transmitted to it by the secretary of state,
together with its certification of its determination as to the validity or invalidity of signatures
thereon, and shall return to each other board all petition papers transmitted to it by such board,
together with its certification of its determination as to the validity or invalidity of the signatures
thereon. All other matters affecting the validity or invalidity of such petition papers shall be
determined by the secretary of state or the board with whom such petition papers were filed.

(M)(1) Protests against the candidacy of any person filing a declaration of candidacy for
party nomination or for election to an office or position, as provided in this section, may be filed by
any qualified elector who is a member of the same political party as the candidate and who is
eligible to vote at the primary election for the candidate whose declaration of candidacy the elector
objects to, or by the controlling committee of that political party. The protest shall be in writing, and
shall be filed not later than four p.m. of the seventy-fourth day before the day of the primary
election. The protest shall be filed with the election officials with whom the declaration of candidacy
and petition was filed. Upon the filing of the protest, the election officials with whom it is filed shall
promptly fix the time for hearing it, and shall forthwith mail notice of the filing of the protest and the
time fixed for hearing to the person whose candidacy is so protested. They shall also forthwith mail
notice of the time fixed for such hearing to the person who filed the protest. At the time fixed, such
election officials shall hear the protest and determine the validity or invalidity of the declaration of
candidacy and petition. If they find that such candidate is not an elector of the state, district, county,
or political subdivision in which the candidate seeks a party nomination or election to an office or
position, or has not fully complied with this chapter, the candidate's declaration of candidacy and
petition shall be determined to be invalid and shall be rejected; otherwise, it shall be determined to
be valid. That determination shall be final.

(2) A protest against the candidacy of any persons filing a declaration of candidacy for joint
party nomination to the offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall be filed, heard, and
determined in the same manner as a protest against the candidacy of any person filing a declaration
of candidacy singly.

(N)(1) The secretary of state shall, on the seventieth day before the day of a primary
election, certify to each board in the state the forms of the official ballots to be used at the primary
election, together with the names of the candidates to be printed on the ballots whose nomination or
election is to be determined by electors throughout the entire state and who filed valid declarations
of candidacy and petitions.

(2) The board of the most populous county in a district comprised of more than one county
but less than all of the counties of the state shall, on the seventieth day before the day of a primary

election, certify to the board of each county in the district the names of the candidaTtsE to be printed
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on the official ballots to be used at the primary election, whose nomination or election is to be
termined only by electors within the district and who filed valid declarations of candidacy and
petitions.

(3) The board of a county within which the major portion of the population of a subdivision
smaller than the county and situated in more than one county is located shall, on the seventieth day
efore the day of a primary election, certify to the board of each county in which a portion of that
 subdivision is located the names of the candidates to be printed on the official ballots to be used at
the primary election, whose nomination or election is to be determined only by electors within that

subdivision and who filed valid declarations of candidacy and petitions.

Sec. 3513.052. (A) No person shall seek nomination or election to any of the following
offices or positions at the same election by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, or by becoming a candidate
through party nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30
or 3513.31 of the Revised Code:

(1) Two or more state offices;

(2) Two or more county offices;

(3) A state office and a county office;

(4) A federal office and a state or county office;

(5) Any combination of two or more municipal or township offices, positions as a member
of a city, local, or exempted village board of education, or positions as a member of a governing
board of an educational service center.

(B) The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not accept for filing a declaration of
candidacy and petition, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition of
a person seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same election, has already filed a
declaration of candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition,
or has become a candidate through party nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a
vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code for:

(1) Any federal, state, or county office, if the declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent
to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition is for a state or county office;

(2) Any municipal or township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted village
board of education, or for member of a governing board of an educational service center, if the
declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition is
for a municipal or township office, or for member of a city, local, or exempted village board of
education, or for member of a governing board of an educational service center.

(C)(1) If the secretary of state determines, before the day of the primary election, that a
person is seeking nomination to more than one office at that election in violation of division (A) of
this section, the secretary of state shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is
The above boxed and initialed text was
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wholly within a single county and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall determine the date on which the
person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of
candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under
section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which
the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the board determines that
the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the same date, the
board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed
on the ballot below the highest office for which that person secks nomination, according to the ballot
order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office
or an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a federal office, the secretary of state shall determine the date on which the
person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of
candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under
section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate
for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which the person
first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the secretary of state determines that
the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the same date, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to
appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on
the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks nomination, according to the ballot
order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified
shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the
secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is
wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office
and any of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the
ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. Each board
of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance
with the order of the secretary of state.

(2) If a board of elections determines, before the day of the primary election, that a person is
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seeking nomination to more than one office at that election in violation of division (A) of this
section, the board shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is
wholly within that county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall determine the
date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a
declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or by the filling of a
vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a candidate after the
date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those offices. If the board
determines that the person sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on the
same date, the board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that
would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks nomination,
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office
or an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a federal office, the board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of
state then shall determine the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for each of
those offices by filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate
or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall
order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a
candidate after the date on which the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those
offices. If the secretary of state determines that the person sought to become a candidate for more
than one of those offices on the same date, the secretary of state shall order the board of elections of
each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the
Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a
candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking nomination is
wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a state office
and any of the offices for which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the board shall
notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state then shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is secking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate
for each office that is not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state.
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(D)(1) If the secretary of state determines, after the day of the primary election and before
the day of the general election, that a person is seeking election to more than one office at that
election in violation of division (A) of this section, the secretary of state shall do one of the
following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is
wholly within a single county and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall determine the offices for which the
person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for
which that person seeks clection, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of
the Revised Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued
a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that
would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election, according
to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office or
an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a federal office, the secretary of state shall promptly investigate and determine
the offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The secretary of state
shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the
ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below
the highest office for which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under
section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the
person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of
nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that would be
listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election, according to the
ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is
wholly within a single county and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of state shall
notify the board of elections of that county. The board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. If the person sought nomination at a
primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue
that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office and
any of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the secretary of state
shall order the board of elections of each county in which the person is secking to appear on the
ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. Each board
of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance
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with the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has
not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that
person for any office that is not a federal office.

(2) If a board of elections determines, after the day of the primary election and before the
day of the general election, that a person is seeking election to more than one office at that election
in violation of division (A) of this section, the board of elections shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is
wholly within that county and none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall determine the
offices for which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot
below the highest office for which that person secks clection, according to the ballot order
prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the person sought nomination at a primary
election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for
which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of
the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office or
an office with a district larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a federal office, the board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state
promptly shall investigate and determine the offices for which the person seeks to appear as a
candidate on the ballot. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each county in
which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each
office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks election,
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of
elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with
the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has not
yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person
for any office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks
election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which the person is seeking election is
wholly within that county and any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote promptly
to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal office. If the person
sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the
board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a state office and
any of the offices for which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the board shall notify
the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall order the board of clections of each county in
which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each
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office that is not a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the
person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of
nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal
office.

(E) When a person is disqualified as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section, on
or before the seventieth day before the day of the applicable election, the board of elections shall
remove the person's name from the ballot for any office for which that person has been disqualified
as a candidate according to the directions of the secretary of state. When a person is disqualified as a
candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section after the seventieth day before the day of the
applicable election, the board of elections shall not remove the person's name from the ballot for any
office for which that person has been disqualified as a candidate. The board of elections shall post a
notice at each polling location on the day of the applicable election, and shall enclose with each
absent voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate is disqualified, a notice that votes for the
person for the office for which the person has been disqualified as a candidate will be void and will
not be counted. If the name is not removed from the ballots before the day of the election, the votes
for the disqualified candidate are void and shall not be counted.

(F) Any vacancy created by the disqualification of a person as a candidate under division (C)
or (D) of this section may be filled in the manner provided for in sections 3513.30 and 3513.31 of
the Revised Code.

P (G) Nothing in this section or section 3513.04, 3513.041, 3513.05, 3513.251, 3513.253,
%254,45—1—3.—2-%3513.257, 3543259, or 3513.261 of the Revised Code prohibits, and the
secretary of state or a board of elections shall not disqualify, a person from being a candidate for an
office, if that person timely withdraws as a candidate for any offices specified in division (A) of this
section for which that person first sought to become a candidate by filing a declaration of candidacy
and petition, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, by party
nomination in a primary election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of
the Revised Code.

(H) As used in this section:

(1) "State office" means the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member-of-the-state-board-ef-edueation,-member
of the general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court.

(2) "Timely withdraws" means either of the following:

(a) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline for filing a declaration of
candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating petition for the subsequent
office for which the person is seeking to become a candidate at the same election;

(b) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline for the filling of a vacancy

under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code, if the person is seekiqr% to become a
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candidate for a subsequent office at the same election under either of those sections.

Sec. 3513.10. (A) At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy for nomination for any
office, or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, each candidate, except joint candidates
for governor and lieutenant governor, shall pay a fee as follows:

1 2
A For statewide office $100
B For court of appeals judge $50
C For court of common pleas judge $50
D For county court judge $50
E For municipal court judge $50
F For district office, including member of the United States house of $50

representatives and member of the general assembly

G For county office $50
H For city office $20
I For village office $10
J For township office $10
L For member of local, city, or exempted village board of education or $10

educational service center governing board

At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in
candidate for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the joint candidates shall jointly pay to
the secretary of state a fee of one hundred dollars.

(B)(1) At the same time the fee required under division (A) of this section is paid, each
candidate shall pay an additional fee as follows:
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A For the joint candidates for governor and lieutenant governor $50
B For statewide office $50
& For district office, including member of the United States house of $35

representatives and member of the general assembly

D For member of state board of education $35
E For court of appeals judge $30
F For court of common pleas judge $30
G For county court judge $30
H For municipal court judge $30
I For county office $30
J For city office $25
K For village office $20
L For township office $20
M For member of local, city, or exempted village board of education $20

or educational service center governing board

(2) Whoever seeks to propose a ballot question or issue to be submitted to the electors shall
pay the following fee at the time the petition proposing the question or issue is filed:

(a) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors throughout the entire state,
twenty-five dollars;

(b) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a county or of a district that
consists of all or part of two or more counties but less than the entire state, fifteen dollars;

(c) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a city, twelve dollars and fifty
cents;

(d) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the electors of a village, a township, a local,
city, county, or exempted village school district, a precinct, or another district consisting of less than
an entire county, ten dollars.

(C) No fee shall be required of candidates filing for the office of delegate or alternate to the
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national convention of political parties, member of the state central committee of a political party, or
member of the county central committee of a political party.

(D) All fees required under division (A) of this section immediately shall be paid by the
officer receiving them into the state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund, in the case of
fees received by the secretary of state, and into the county treasury to the credit of the county general
fund, in the case of fees received by a board of elections.

(E) The officer who receives a fee required under division (B) of this section immediately
shall pay the fee to the credit of the Ohio eleetions-election integrity commission fund created by
divisien-h-efunder section 35+7-452-111.29 of the Revised Code.

(F)(1) In no case shall a fee paid under this section be returned to a candidate.

(2) Whenever a section of law refers to a filing fee to be paid by a candidate or by a

committec proposing a ballot question or issue to be submitted to the electors, that fee includes the
fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of this section.

(G) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section, "statewide office" means the office of
secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, justice and chief justice of the
sup(’)'x he eburt, and member of the United States senate.

/]/L Sec. 3513.19. (A) It is the duty of any precinct election official, whenever any such official
ubts that a person attempting to vote at a primary election is legally entitled to vote at that
election, to challenge the right of that person to vote. The right of a person to vote at a primary
election may be challenged upon the following grounds:

(1) That the person whose right to vote is challenged is not a legally qualified elector;

(2) That the person has received or has been promised some valuable reward or
consideration for the person's vote;

(3) That the person is not affiliated with or is not a member of the political party whose
ballot the person desires to vote. Such party affiliation shall be determined by examining the
elector's voting record for the current year and the immediately preceding two calendar years as
shown on the voter's registration card, using the standards of affiliation specified in the-seventh
paragraph-division (G) of section 3513.05 of the Revised Code. Division (A)(3) of this section and
the-seventh-paragraph-division (G) of section 3513.05 of the Revised Code do not prohibit a person
who holds an elective office for which candidates are nominated at a party primary election from
doing any of the following:

(a) If the person voted as a member of a different political party at any primary election
within the current year and the immediately preceding two calendar years, being a candidate for
nomination at a party primary held during the times specified in division (C)(2) of section 3513.191
of the Revised Code provided that the person complies with the requirements of that section;

(b) Circulating the person's own petition of candidacy for party nomination in the primary
election.

(B) When the right of a person to vote is challenged upon the ground set forthin divisiQRLA) inl#la T —
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(3) of this section, mcmb(krshlp in or political affiliation with a political party shall be determined by
the person's statement, made under penalty of election falsification, that the person desires to be
affiliated with and supports the principles of the political party whose primary ballot the person
desires to vote.

Sec. 3517.01. (A)(1) A political party within the meaning of Title XXXV of the Revised
Code is any group of voters that meets either of the following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, at the most recent regular state election, the
group polled for its candidate for governor in the state or nominees for presidential electors at least
three per cent of the entire vote cast for that office. A group that meets the requirements of this
division remains a political party for a period of four years after meeting those requirements.

(b) The group filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to its failure to meet the
requirements of division (A)(1)(a) of this section, a party formation petition that meets all of the
following requirements:

(1) The petition is signed by qualified electors equal in number to at least one per cent of the
total vote for governor or nominees for presidential electors at the most recent election for such
office.

(i) The petition is signed by not fewer than five hundred qualified electors from each of at
least a minimum of one-half of the congressional districts in this state. If an odd number of
congressional districts exists in this state, the number of districts that results from dividing the
number of congressional districts by two shall be rounded up to the next whole number.

(iii) The petition declares the petitioners' intention of organizing a political party, the name
of which shall be stated in the declaration, and of participating in the succeeding general clection,
held in even-numbered years, that occurs more than one hundred twenty-five days after the date of
filing.

(iv) The petition designates a committee of not less than three nor more than five individuals
of the petitioners, who shall represent the petitioners in all matters relating to the petition. Notice of
all matters or proceedings pertaining to the petition may be served on the committee, or any of them,
either personally or by registered mail, or by leaving such notice at the usual place of residence of
each of them.

(2) No such group of electors shall assume a name or designation that is similar, in the
opinion of the secretary of state, to that of an existing political party as to confuse or mislead the
voters at an election.

(B) A campaign committee shall be legally liable for any debts, contracts, or expenditures
incurred or executed in its name.

(C) Notwithstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, as used in
this section and sections 3517.08 to 351714351799 and 3517.992-3517.991 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Campaign committee" means a candidate or a combination of two or more persons

authorized by a candidate under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and
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make expenditures.

(2) "Campaign treasurer” means an individual appointed by a candidate under section
3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in division (H) of section 3501.01 of the Revised
Code and also includes any person who, at any time before or after an election, receives
contributions or makes expenditures or other use of contributions, has given consent for another to
receive contributions or make expenditures or other use of contributions, or appoints a campaign
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's nomination or election to public office.
When two persons jointly seek the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, "candidate" means
the pair of candidates jointly. "Candidate" does not include candidates for election to the offices of
member of a county or state central committee, presidential elector, and delegate to a national
convention or conference of a political party.

(4) "Continuing association" means an association, other than a campaign committee,
political party, legislative campaign fund, political contributing entity, or labor organization, that is
intended to be a permanent organization that has a primary purpose other than supporting or
opposing specific candidates, political parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis
throughout the year. "Continuing association” includes organizations that are determined to be not
organized for profit under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4),
or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) "Contribution" means a loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation,
advance, payment, or transfer of funds or anything of value, including a transfer of funds from an
inter vivos or testamentary trust or decedent's estate, and the payment by any person other than the
person to whom the services are rendered for the personal services of another person, which
contribution is made, received, or used for the purpose of influencing the results of an election. Any
loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, advance, payment, or transfer of funds or
of anything of value, including a transfer of funds from an inter vivos or testamentary trust or
decedent's estate, and the payment by any campaign committee, political action committee,
legislative campaign fund, political party, political contributing entity, or person other than the
person to whom the services are rendered for the personal services of another person, that is made,
received, or used by a state or county political party, other than the moneys an entity may receive
under sections 3517.101, 3517.1012, and 3517.1013 of the Revised Code, shall be considered to be a
"contribution" for the purpose of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a
statement of contributions filed under that section.

"Contribution" does not include any of the following:

(a) Services provided without compensation by individuals volunteering a portion or all of
their time on behalf of a person;

(b) Ordinary home hospitality;

(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that volunteer campaign worker;
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(d) Any gift given to an entity pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code that is made,
received, or used to pay the direct costs of producing or airing an electioneering communication;

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for the party's restricted fund under
division (A)(2) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code;

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit in a Levin account pursuant to section
3517.1013 of the Revised Code. As used in this division, "Levin account" has the same meaning as
in that section.

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code.

(6) "Expenditure" means the disbursement or use of a contribution for the purpose of
influencing the results of an election or of making a charitable donation under division (G) of section
3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursement or use of a contribution by a state or county
political party is an expenditure and shall be considered either to be made for the purpose of
influencing the results of an election or to be made as a charitable donation under division (G) of
section 3517.08 of the Revised Code and shall be reported on a statement of expenditures filed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty days preceding a primary or general election,
any disbursement to pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or satellite
communication that refers to a clearly identified candidate shall be considered to be made for the
purpose of influencing the results of that election and shall be reported as an expenditure or as an
independent expenditure under section 3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised Code, as applicable,
except that the information required to be reported regarding contributors for those expenditures or
independent expenditures shall be the same as the information required to be reported under
divisions (D)(1) and (2) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite communication" and "refers to a
clearly identified candidate" have the same meanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limited to, ordinary expenses for
accommodations, clothing, food, personal motor vehicle or airplane, and home telephone.

(8) "Political action committee" means a combination of two or more persons, the primary or
major purpose of which is to support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or to
influence the result of any election through express advocacy, and that is not a political party, a
campaign committee, a political contributing entity, or a legislative campaign fund. "Political action
committee" does not include either of the following:

(a) A continuing association that makes disbursements for the direct costs of producing or
airing electioneering communications and that does not engage in express advocacy;

(b) A political club that is formed primarily for social purposes and that consists of one
hundred members or less, has officers and periodic meetings, has less than two thousand five
hundred dollars in its treasury at all times, and makes an aggregate total contribution of one
thousand dollars or less per calendar year.
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(9) "Public office" means any state, county, municipal, township, or district office, except an
office of a political party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United States senator and
representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the same meaning as in section 1.03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a campaign fund" means a candidate, a public official or employee for
whose benefit a campaign fund exists, and any other person who has ever been a candidate or public
official or employee and for whose benefit a campaign fund exists.

(12) "Campaign fund" means money or other property, including contributions.

(13) "Public official or employee" has the same meaning as in section 102.01 of the Revised
Code.

(14) "Caucus" means all of the members of the house of representatives or all of the
members of the senate of the general assembly who are members of the same political party.

(15) "Legislative campaign fund" means a fund that is established as an auxiliary of a state
political party and associated with one of the houses of the general assembly.

(16) "In-kind contribution" means anything of value other than money that is used to
influence the results of an election or is transferred to or used in support of or in opposition to a
candidate, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, political action
committee, or political contributing entity and that is made with the consent of, in coordination,
cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of the benefited candidate,
committee, fund, party, or entity. The financing of the dissemination, distribution, or republication,
in whole or part, of any broadcast or of any written, graphic, or other form of campaign materials
prepared by the candidate, the candidate's campaign committee, or their authorized agents is an in-
kind contribution to the candidate and an expenditure by the candidate.

(17) "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure by a person advocating the election or
defeat of an identified candidate or candidates, that is not made with the consent of, in coordination,
cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of any candidate or candidates or of
the campaign committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in division (C)(17) of this
section:

(a) "Person" means an individual, partnership, unincorporated business organization or
association, political action committee, political contributing entity, separate segregated fund,
association, or other organization or group of persons, but not a labor organization or a corporation
unless the labor organization or corporation is a political contributing entity.

(b) "Advocating" means any communication containing a message advocating election or
defeat.

(c) "Identified candidate" means that the name of the candidate appears, a photograph or
drawing of the candidate appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherwise apparent by
unambiguous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request or suggestion
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of, any candidate or the campaign committee or agent of the candidate” means made pursuant to any
arrangement, coordination, or direction by the candidate, the candidate's campaign committee, or the
candidate's agent prior to the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the communication.
An expenditure is presumed to be so made when it is any of the following:

(i) Based on information about the candidate's plans, projects, or needs provided to the
person making the expenditure by the candidate, or by the candidate's campaign committee or agent,
with a view toward having an expenditure made;

(i1) Made by or through any person who is, or has been, authorized to raise or expend funds,
who is, or has been, an officer of the candidate's campaign committee, or who is, or has been,
receiving any form of compensation or reimbursement from the candidate or the candidate's
campaign committee or agent;

(ii1) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code,
made by a political party in support of a candidate, unless the expenditure is made by a political
party to conduct voter registration or voter education efforts.

(e) "Agent" means any person who has actual oral or written authority, either express or
implied, to make or to authorize the making of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or means any
person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's campaign committee or organization
such that it would reasonably appear that in the ordinary course of campaign-related activities the
person may authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organization" means a labor union; an employee organization; a federation of
labor unions, groups, locals, or other employee organizations; an auxiliary of a labor union,
employee organization, or federation of labor unions, groups, locals, or other employee
organizations; or any other bona fide organization in which employees participate and that exists for
the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with employers concerning grievances, labor disputes,
wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated fund established pursuant to the
Federal Election Campaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Campaign Act" means the "Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,"
86 Stat. 11,2 U.S.C.A. 431, et seq., as amended.

(21) "Restricted fund" means the fund a state or county political party must establish under
division (A)(1) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(22) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the
Revised Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" means a communication that contains express words advocating the
nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate or that contains express words advocating the adoption
or defeat of a question or issue, as determined by a final judgment of a court of competent
jurisdiction.

(24) "Political committee" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised
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Code.

(25) "Political contributing entity" means any entity, including a corporation or labor
organization, that may lawfully make contributions and expenditures and that is not an individual or
a political action committee, continuing association, campaignh committee, political party, legislative
campaign fund, designated state campaign committee, or state candidate fund. For purposes of this
division, "lawfully" means not prohibited by any section of the Revised Code, or authorized by a
final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(26) "Internet identifier of record" has the same meaning as in section 9.312 of the Revised
Code.

Sec. 3517.08. (A) The personal expenses of a candidate paid for by the candidate, from the
candidate's personal funds, shall not be considered as a contribution by or an expenditure by the
candidate and shall not be reported under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) An expenditure by a political action committee or a political contributing entity shall
not be considered a contribution by the political action committee or the political contributing entity
or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate if the purpose of the expenditure is to inform only
its members by means of mailed publications of its activities or endorsements.

(2) An expenditure by a political party shall not be considered a contribution by the political
party or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate if the purpose of the expenditure is to
inform predominantly the party's members by means of mailed publications or other direct
communication of its activities or endorsements, or for voter contact such as sample ballots, absent
voter's ballots application mailings, voter registration, or get-out-the-vote activities.

(C) An expenditure by a continuing association, political contributing entity, or political
party shall not be considered a contribution to any campaign committee or an expenditure by or on
behalf of any campaign committee if the purpose of the expenditure is for the staff and maintenance
of the continuing association's, political contributing entity's, or political party's headquarters, or for
a political poll, survey, index, or other type of measurement not on behalf of a specific candidate.

(D) The expenses of maintaining a constituent office paid for, from the candidate's personal
funds, by a candidate who is a member of the general assembly at the time of the election shall not
be considered a contribution by or an expenditure by or on behalf of the candidate, and shall not be
reported, if the constituent office is not used for any candidate's campaign activities.

(E) The net contribution of each social or fund-raising activity shall be calculated by totaling
all contributions to the activity minus the expenditures made for the activity.

(F) An expenditure that purchases goods or services shall be attributed to an election when
the disbursement of funds is made, rather than at the time the goods or services are used. The
secretary of state, under the procedures of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall establish rules for
the attribution of expenditures to a candidate when the candidate is a candidate for more than one
office during a reporting period and for expenditures made in a year in which no election is held.
The secretary of state shall further define by rule those expenditures that are or are not by or on
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behalf of a candidate.

(G) An expenditure for the purpose of a charitable donation may be made if it is made to an
organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in
subsection 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(8), 501(c)(10), or 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code
or is approved by advisory opinion of the Ohio eleetiens—¢lection integrity commission as a
legitimate charitable organization. Each expenditure under this division shall be separately itemized
on statements made pursuant to section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.081. (A) Each candidate shall have no more than one campaign committee for
purposes of receiving contributions and making expenditures. No campaign committee shall receive
any contribution or make any expenditure other than through the campaign treasurer. The campaign
treasurer shall file all statements required of a candidate or campaign committee under section
3517.10 of the Revised Code.

The candidate shall designate the candidate or a member of the candidate's campaign
committee as the candidate's campaign treasurer as required by division (D) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code. The campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaign treasurers as required.
Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the powers and duties of a campaign treasurer
when specifically authorized to do so by the campaign treasurer or the candidate.

Each candidate shall file a written statement, as required by division (D) of section 3517.10
of the Revised Code, setting forth the full name and address of the campaign treasurer and also of
each deputy treasurer. Each candidate shall file supplemental statements giving the full name and
address of each deputy treasurer at the time of appointment.

A candidate may remove the campaign treasurer or any deputy campaign treasurer at any
time. In the case of death, resignation, or removal of the treasurer or deputy treasurer before
compliance with all obligations of a campaign treasurer, the candidate shall fill the vacancy thus
created in the same manner as provided in the case of an original appointment.

(B)(1) Two or more candidates may be the beneficiaries of a single campaign committee if
all of the following apply:

(a) Each candidate is seeking nomination or election to the same office at the same election.

(b) The office for which each candidate is seeking nomination or election is the office of
member of a board, commission, or other similar body of elected officials to which multiple
members are nominated or elected at the same election.

(c) The number of candidates who will be the beneficiaries of the campaign committee does
not exceed the number of open positions on the board, commission, or other similar body of elected
officials to which the candidates are secking nomination or ¢lection.

(d) The candidates jointly designate one of the candidates or one member of the campaign
committee as the treasurer of that campaign committee as required under division (A) of this section.

(e) The candidates jointly file the written statements required under division (A) of this
section.
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this division, any penalty that may be imposed on a
candidate under—seetion3517-992of-theRevised-Code—for a violation of this chapter shall be
imposed jointly and severally on each beneficiary of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee. If the
Ohio—elections—commission-or—the-appropsia cutor-trier of fact is able to determine that a
specific beneficiary of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee violated this chapter, the applicable
penalty under-seetion3517-992 of the-Revised-Code-shall be imposed only on that candidate and not
on the other beneficiaries of that multi-beneficiary campaign committee.

(3)(a) If any of the following occur after a multi-beneficiary campaign committee is
established, that campaign committee shall be terminated:

(i) The beneficiaries of the campaign committee disagree as to the designation or removal of
a campaign treasurer.

(ii) Any beneficiary of the campaign committee desires to end the beneficiary's candidacy
for the office for which the beneficiaries are secking nomination or election.

(iii)) Any beneficiary of the campaign committee desires to form an individual campaign
committee.

(b) Prior to the termination of a multi-beneficiary campaign committee in accordance with
division (B)(3)(a) of this section, any contributions received by that campaign committee that have
not been expended shall be disposed of in the manner provided in division (C) of section 3517.109
of the Revised Code. No contributions from the multi-beneficiary campaign committee shall be
contributed or transferred into any candidate's individual campaign committee.

(4) No candidate who has a campaign committee for which that candidate is the sole
bencficiary shall become the beneficiary of a campaign committee with multiple beneficiaries under
division (B)(1) of this section unless the candidate first terminates the candidate's individual
campaign committee. Prior to the termination of that individual campaign committee, any
contributions received by that campaign committee that have not been expended shall be disposed of
in the manner provided in division (C) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code. No contributions
from the candidate's individual campaign committee shall be contributed or transferred into the
multi-beneficiary campaign committee.

Sec. 3517.092. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Appointing authority" has the same meaning as in section 124.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) "State elected officer" means any person appointed or elected to a state elective office.

(3) "State clective office" means any of the offices of governor, licutenant governor,
secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney gencral, memberof-the-state-board-of
edueation; member of the general assembly, and justice and chief justice of the supreme court.

(4) "Contribution" includes a contribution to any political party, campaign committee,
political action committee, political contributing entity, or legislative campaign fund.

(B)(1) No state elected officer, no campaign committee of such an officer, no employee of
the state elected officer's office, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit a contribution
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to a state elected officer or to such an officer's campaign committee, and no state elected officer and
no campaign committee of such an officer shall accept a contribution, from any of the following:

(a) A state employee whose appointing authority is the state elected officer;

(b) A state employee whose appointing authority is authorized or required by law to be
appointed by the state elected officer;

(c) A state employee who functions in or is employed in or by the same public agency,
department, division, or office as the state elected officer.

(2) No candidate for a state elective office, no campaign committee of such a candidate, no
employee of the candidate's office if the candidate is a state elected officer or an elected officer of a
political subdivision of the state, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit a contribution
to a candidate for a state elective office or to such a candidate's campaign committee, and no
candidate for a state elective office and no campaign committee of such a candidate shall accept a
contribution, from any of the following:

(a) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing authority will be the
candidate, if elected;

(b) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing authority will be
appointed by the candidate, if elected, as authorized or required by law;

(c) A state employee at the time of the solicitation, who will function in or be employed in or
by the same public agency, department, division, or office as the candidate, if elected.

(C)(1) No elected officer of a political subdivision of the state, no campaign committee of
such an officer, no employee of such an officer's office, and no other person or entity shall
knowingly solicit a contribution to an elected officer of a political subdivision of the state or to such
an officer's campaign committee from any of the following:

(a) An employee of that political subdivision whose appointing authority is that elected
officer;

(b) An employee of that political subdivision whose appointing authority is authorized or
required by law to be appointed by that elected officer;

(c) An employee of that political subdivision who functions in or is employed in or by the
same public agency, department, division, or office as that elected officer.

(2) No candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision of the state, no campaign
committee of such a candidate, no employee of the candidate's office if the candidate is a state
elected officer or elected officer of a political subdivision of the state, and no other person or entity
shall knowingly solicit a contribution to a candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision
of the state or to such a candidate's campaign committee from any of the following:

(a) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing
authority will be the candidate, if elected;

(b) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, whose appointing
authority will be appointed by the candidate, if elected, as authorized or required by law;
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(c) An employee of that political subdivision at the time of the solicitation, who will function
in or be employed in or by the same public agency, department, division, or office as the candidate,
if elected.

(D)(1) No public employee shall solicit a contribution from any person while the public
employee is performing the public employee's official duties or in those areas of a public building
where official business is transacted or conducted.

(2) No person shall solicit a contribution from any public employee while the public
employee is performing the public employee's official duties or is in those areas of a public building
where official business is transacted or conducted.

(3) As used in division (D) of this section, "public employee" does not include any person
holding an elective office.

(E) The prohibitions in divisions (B), (C), and (D) of this section are in addition to the
prohibitions in sections 124.57, 3304.22, and 4503.032 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.10. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this division, every campaign committee,
political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, and political contributing
entity that made or received a contribution or made an expenditure in connection with the
nomination or election of any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question at any
election held or to be held in this state shall file, on a form prescribed under this section or by
electronic means of transmission as provided in this section and section 3517.106 of the Revised
Code, a full, true, and itemized statement, made under penalty of election falsification, setting forth
in detail the contributions and expenditures, not later than four p.m. of the following dates:

(1) The twelfth day before the election to reflect contributions received and expenditures
made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed statement, if
any, to the close of business on the twentieth day before the election;

(2) The thirty-eighth day after the election to reflect the contributions received and
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed
statement, if any, to the close of business on the seventh day before the filing of the statement;

(3) The last business day of January of every year to reflect the contributions received and
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed
statement, if any, to the close of business on the last day of December of the previous year;

(4) The last business day of July of every year to reflect the contributions received and
expenditures made from the close of business on the last day reflected in the last previously filed
statement, if any, to the close of business on the last day of June of that year.

A campaign committee shall only be required to file the statements prescribed under
divisions (A)(1) and (2) of this section in connection with the nomination or election of the
committee's candidate.

The statement required under division (A)(1) of this section shall not be required of any
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
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political contributing entity that has received contributions of less than one thousand dollars and has
made expenditures of less than one thousand dollars at the close of business on the twentieth day
before the election. Those contributions and expenditures shall be reported in the statement required
under division (A)(2) of this section.

If an election to select candidates to appear on the general election ballot is held within sixty
days before a general election, the campaign committee of a successful candidate in the earlier
election may file the statement required by division (A)(1) of this section for the general election
instead of the statement required by division (A)(2) of this section for the earlier election if the
pregeneral election statement reflects the status of contributions and expenditures for the period
twenty days before the earlier election to twenty days before the general election.

If a person becomes a candidate less than twenty days before an election, the candidate's
campaign committee is not required to file the statement required by division (A)(1) of this section.

No statement under division (A)(3) of this section shall be required for any year in which a
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity is required to file a postgeneral election statement under division (A)(2)
of this section. However, a statement under division (A)(3) of this section may be filed, at the option
of the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity.

No campaign committee of a candidate for the office of chief justice or justice of the
supreme court, and no campaign committee of a candidate for the office of judge of any court in this
state, shall be required to file a statement under division (A)(4) of this section.

Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph and in the next paragraph of this section, the
only campaign committees required to file a statement under division (A)(4) of this section are the
campaign committee of a statewide candidate and the campaign committee of a candidate for county
office. The campaign committee of a candidate for any other nonjudicial office is required to file a
statement under division (A)(4) of this section if that campaign committee receives, during that
period, contributions exceeding ten thousand dollars.

No statement under division (A)(4) of this section shall be required of a campaign
committee, a political action committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, or a political
contributing entity for any year in which the campaign committee, political action committee,
legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity is required to file a
postprimary election statement under division (A)(2) of this section. However, a statement under
division (A)(4) of this section may be filed at the option of the campaign committee, political action
committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity.

No statement under division (A)(3) or (4) of this section shall be required if the campaign
committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political
contributing entity has no contributions that it has received and no expenditures that it has made
since the last date reflected in its last previously filed statement. However, the campaign committee,
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political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity
shall file a statement to that effect, on a form prescribed under this section and made under penalty
of election falsification, on the date required in division (A)(3) or (4) of this section, as applicable.

The campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall file a monthly statement of
contributions received during each of the months of July, August, and September in the year of the
general election in which the candidate secks office. The campaign committee of a statewide
candidate shall file the monthly statement not later than three business days after the last day of the
month covered by the statement. During the period beginning on the nineteenth day before the
general election in which a statewide candidate seeks election to office and extending through the
day of that general election, each time the campaign committee of the joint candidates for the offices
of governor and lieutenant governor or of a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer of state, or attorney general receives a contribution from a contributor that causes the
aggregate amount of contributions received from that contributor during that period to equal or
exceed ten thousand dollars and each time the campaign committee of a candidate for the office of
chief justice or justice of the supreme court receives a contribution from a contributor that causes the
aggregate amount of contributions received from that contributor during that period to exceed ten
thousand dollars, the campaign committee shall file a two-business-day statement reflecting that
contribution. Contributions reported on a two-business-day statement required to be filed by a
campaign committee of a statewide candidate in a primary election shall also be included in the
postprimary election statement required to be filed by that campaign committee under division (A)
(2) of this section. A two-business-day statement required by this paragraph shall be filed not later
than two business days after receipt of the contribution. The statements required by this paragraph
shall be filed in addition to any other statements required by this section.

Subject to the secretary of state having implemented, tested, and verified the successful
operation of any system the secretary of state prescribes pursuant to divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6)
of this section and division (F)(1) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code for the filing of
campaign finance statements by electronic means of transmission, a campaign committee of a
statewide candidate shall file a two-business-day statement under the preceding paragraph by
electronic means of transmission if the campaign committee is required to file a pre-election,
postelection, or monthly statement of contributions and expenditures by electronic means of
transmission under this section or section 3517.106 of the Revised Code.

If a campaign committee or political action committee has no balance on hand and no
outstanding obligations and desires to terminate itself, it shall file a statement to that effect, on a
form prescribed under this section and made under penalty of election falsification, with the official
with whom it files a statement under division (A) of this section after filing a final statement of
contributions and a final statement of expenditures, if contributions have been received or
expenditures made since the period reflected in its last previously filed statement.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(7) of this section, each statement required
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by division (A) of this section shall contain the following information:

(1) The full name and address of each campaign committee, political action committee,
legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity, including any treasurer of
the committee, fund, party, or entity, filing a contribution and expenditure statement;

(2)(a) In the case of a campaign committee, the candidate's full name and address;

(b) In the case of a political action committee, the registration number assigned to the
committee under division (D)(1) of this section.

(3) The date of the election and whether it was or will be a general, primary, or special
election;

(4) A statement of contributions received, which shall include the following information:

(a) The month, day, and year of the contribution;

(b)(i) The full name and address of each person, political party, campaign committee,
legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity from whom
contributions are received and the registration number assigned to the political action committee
under division (D)(1) of this section. The requirement of filing the full address does not apply to any
statement filed by a state or local committee of a political party, to a finance committee of such
committee, or to a committee recognized by a state or local committee as its fund-raising auxiliary.
Notwithstanding division (F) of this section, the requirement of filing the full address shall be
considered as being met if the address filed is the same address the contributor provided under
division (E)(1) of this section.

(ii) If a political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or
political party that is required to file campaign finance statements by electronic means of
transmission under section 3517.106 of the Revised Code or a campaignh committee of a statewide
candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly receives a contribution from
an individual that exceeds one hundred dollars, the name of the individual's current employer, if any,
or, if the individual is self-employed, the individual's occupation and the name of the individual's
business, if any;

(iii) If a campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member
of the general assembly receives a contribution transmitted pursuant to section 3599.031 of the
Revised Code from amounts deducted from the wages and salaries of two or more employees that
exceeds in the aggregate one hundred dollars during any one filing period under division (A)(1), (2),
(3), or (4) of this section, the full name of the employees' employer and the full name of the labor
organization of which the employees are members, if any.

(c) A description of the contribution received, if other than money;

(d) The value in dollars and cents of the contribution;

(e) A separately itemized account of all contributions and expenditures regardless of the
amount, except a receipt of a contribution from a person in the sum of twenty-five dollars or less at
one social or fund-raising activity and a receipt of a contribution transmitted pursuant to section
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3599.031 of the Revised Code from amounts deducted from the wages and salaries of employees if
the contribution from the amount deducted from the wages and salary of any one employee is
twenty-five dollars or less aggregated in a calendar year. An account of the total contributions from
each social or fund-raising activity shall include a description of and the value of each in-kind
contribution received at that activity from any person who made one or more such contributions
whose aggregate value exceeded two hundred fifty dollars and shall be listed separately, together
with the expenses incurred and paid in connection with that activity. A campaign committee,
political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity
shall keep records of contributions from each person in the amount of twenty-five dollars or less at
one social or fund-raising activity and contributions from amounts deducted under section 3599.031
of the Revised Code from the wages and salary of each employee in the amount of twenty-five
dollars or less aggregated in a calendar year. No continuing association that is recognized by a state
or local committee of a political party as an auxiliary of the party and that makes a contribution from
funds derived solely from regular dues paid by members of the auxiliary shall be required to list the
name or address of any members who paid those dues.

Contributions that are other income shall be itemized separately from all other contributions.
The information required under division (B)(4) of this section shall be provided for all other income
itemized. As used in this paragraph, "other income" means a loan, investment income, or interest
income.

(f) In the case of a campaign committee of a state elected officer, if a person doing business
with the state clected officer in the officer's official capacity makes a contribution to the campaign
committee of that officer, the information required under division (B)(4) of this section in regard to
that contribution, which shall be filed together with and considered a part of the committee's
statement of contributions as required under division (A) of this section but shall be filed on a
separate form provided by the secretary of state. As used in this division:

(i) "State elected officer" has the same meaning as in section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(ii) "Person doing business" means a person or an officer of an entity who enters into one or
more contracts with a state elected officer or anyone authorized to enter into contracts on behalf of
that officer to receive payments for goods or services, if the payments total, in the aggregate, more
than five thousand dollars during a calendar year.

(5) A statement of expenditures which shall include the following information:

(a) The month, day, and year of the expenditure;

(b) The full name and address of each person, political party, campaign committee,
legislative campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity to whom the
expenditure was made and the registration number assigned to the political action committee under
division (D)(1) of this section;

(c) The object or purpose for which the expenditure was made;

(d) The amount of each expenditure.
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(C)(1) The statement of contributions and expenditures shall be signed by the person
completing the form. If a statement of contributions and expenditures is filed by electronic means of
transmission pursuant to this section or section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, the electronic
signature of the person who executes the statement and transmits the statement by electronic means
of transmission, as provided in division (F) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, shall be
attached to or associated with the statement and shall be binding on all persons and for all purposes
under the campaign finance reporting law as if the signature had been handwritten in ink on a
printed form.

(2) The person filing the statement, under penalty of election falsification, shall include with
it a list of each anonymous contribution, the circumstances under which it was received, and the
reason it cannot be attributed to a specific donor.

(3) Each statement of a campaign committee of a candidate who holds public office shall
contain a designation of each contributor who is an employee in any unit or department under the
candidate's direct supervision and control. In a space provided in the statement, the person filing the
statement shall affirm that each such contribution was voluntarily made.

(4) A campaign committee that did not receive contributions or make expenditures in
connection with the nomination or election of its candidate shall file a statement to that effect, on a
form prescribed under this section and made under penalty of election falsification, on the date
required in division (A)(2) of this section.

(5) The campaign committee of any person who attempts to become a candidate and who,
for any reason, does not become certified in accordance with Title XXXV of the Revised Code for
placement on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special election to be held in this state, and
who, at any time prior to or after an election, receives contributions or makes expenditures, or has
given consent for another to receive contributions or make expenditures, for the purpose of bringing
about the person's nomination or election to public office, shall file the statement or statements
prescribed by this section and a termination statement, if applicable. Division (C)(5) of this section
does not apply to any person with respect to an election to the offices of member of a county or state
central committee, presidential elector, or delegate to a national convention or conference of a
political party.

(6)(a) The statements required to be filed under this section shall specify the balance in the
hands of the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political
party, or political contributing entity and the disposition intended to be made of that balance.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form for all statements required to be filed under
this section and shall furnish the forms to the boards of elections in the several counties. The boards
of elections shall supply printed copies of those forms without charge. The secretary of state shall
prescribe the appropriate methodology, protocol, and data file structure for statements required or
permitted to be filed by electronic means of transmission to the secretary of state or a board of
elections under division (A) of this section, division (E) of section 3517.106, division (D) of section
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3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012, division (C) of section 3517.1013, and divisions (D)
and (I) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code. Subject to division (A) of this section, division
(E) of section 3517.106, division (D) of section 3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012,
division (C) of section 3517.1013, and divisions (D) and (I) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised
Code, the statements required to be stored on computer by the secretary of state under division (B)
of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in whatever format the secretary of state
considers necessary to enable the secretary of state to store the information contained in the
statements on computer. Any such format shall be of a type and nature that is readily available to
whoever is required to file the statements in that format.

(c) The secretary of state shall assess the need for training regarding the filing of campaign
finance statements by electronic means of transmission and regarding associated technologies for
candidates, campaign committees, political action committees, legislative campaign funds, political
parties, or political contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships, or other entities, for persons
making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications,
or for treasurers of transition funds, required or permitted to file statements by electronic means of
transmission under this section or section 3517.105, 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, or
3517.1014 of the Revised Code. If, in the opinion of the secretary of state, training in these areas is
necessary, the secretary of state shall arrange for the provision of voluntary training programs for
candidates, campaign committees, political action committees, legislative campaign funds, political
parties, or political contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships, and other entities, for persons
making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications,
or for treasurers of transition funds, as appropriate.

(7) Each monthly statement and each two-business-day statement required by division (A) of
this section shall contain the information required by divisions (B)(1) to (4), (C)(2), and, if
appropriate, (C)(3) of this section. Each statement shall be signed as required by division (C)(1) of
this section.

(D)(1)(a) Prior to receiving a contribution or making an expenditure, every campaign
committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political
contributing entity shall appoint a treasurer and shall file, on a form prescribed by the secretary of
state, a designation of that appointment, including the full name and address of the treasurer and of
the campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity. That designation shall be filed with the official with whom the
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity is required to file statements under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code.
The name of a campaign committee shall include at least the last name of the campaign committee's
candidate. If two or more candidates are the beneficiaries of a single campaign committee under
division (B) of section 3517.081 of the Revised Code, the name of the campaign committee shall
include at least the last name of each candidate who is a beneficiary of that campaign committee.
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The secretary of state shall assign a registration number to each political action committee that files
a designation of the appointment of a treasurer under this division if the political action committee is
required by division (A)(1) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code to file the statements prescribed
by this section with the secretary of state.

(b) The secretary of state shall not accept for filing a designation of treasurer of a political
action committee or political contributing entity if, in the opinion of the secretary of state, the name
of the political action committee or political contributing entity would lead a reasonable person to
believe that the political action committee or political contributing entity acts on behalf of or
represents a county political party, unless the designation is accompanied by a written statement,
signed by the chairperson of the county political party's executive committee, granting the political
action committee or political contributing entity permission to act on behalf of or represent the
county political party.

(2) The treasurer appointed under division (D)(1) of this section shall keep a strict account of
all contributions, from whom received and the purpose for which they were disbursed.

(3)(a) Except as otherwise provided in section 3517.108 of the Revised Code, a campaign
committee shall deposit all monetary contributions received by the committee into an account
separate from a personal or business account of the candidate or campaign committee.

(b) A political action committee shall deposit all monetary contributions received by the
committee into an account separate from all other funds.

(c) A state or county political party may establish a state candidate fund that is separate from
all other funds. A state or county political party may deposit into its state candidate fund any
amounts of monetary contributions that are made to or accepted by the political party subject to the
applicable limitations, if any, prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. A state or county
political party shall deposit all other monetary contributions received by the party into one or more
accounts that are separate from its state candidate fund.

(d) Each state political party shall have only one legislative campaign fund for each house of
the general assembly. Each such fund shall be separate from any other funds or accounts of that state
party. A legislative campaign fund is authorized to receive contributions and make expenditures for
the primary purpose of furthering the election of candidates who are members of that political party
to the house of the general assembly with which that legislative campaign fund is associated. Each
legislative campaign fund shall be administered and controlled in a manner designated by the
caucus. As used in this division, "caucus" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised
Code and includes, as an ex officio member, the chairperson of the state political party with which
the caucus is associated or that chairperson's designee.

(4) Every expenditure in excess of twenty-five dollars shall be vouched for by a receipted
bill, stating the purpose of the expenditure, that shall be filed with the statement of expenditures. A
canceled check with a notation of the purpose of the expenditure is a receipted bill for purposes of
division (D)(4) of this section.
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(5) The secretary of state or the board of elections, as the case may be, shall issue a receipt
for each statement filed under this section and shall preserve a copy of the receipt for a period of at
least six years. All statements filed under this section shall be open to public inspection in the office
where they are filed and shall be carefully preserved for a period of at least six years after the year in
which they are filed.

(6) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to section 3517.23 of the Revised Code,
shall prescribe both of the following:

(a) The manner of immediately acknowledging, with date and time received, and preserving
the receipt of statements that are transmitted by electronic means of transmission to the secretary of
state or a board of elections pursuant to this section or section 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012,
3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code;

(b) The manner of preserving the contribution and expenditure, contribution and
disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and disbursement
information in the statements described in division (D)(6)(a) of this section. The secretary of state
shall preserve the contribution and expenditure, contribution and disbursement, deposit and
disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and disbursement information in those statements
for at least ten years after the year in which they are filed by electronic means of transmission,

(7)(a) The secretary of state, pursuant to division (G) of section 3517.106 of the Revised
Code, shall make available online to the public through the internet the contribution and expenditure,
contribution and disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and disbursement, or donation and
disbursement information in all of the following documents:

(i) All statements, all addenda, amendments, or other corrections to statements, and all
amended statements filed with the secretary of state by electronic or other means of transmission
under this section, division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106,
3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, 3517.1014, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code;

(ii) All statements filed with a board of elections by electronic means of transmission, and all
addenda, amendments, corrections, and amended versions of those statements, filed with the board
under this section, division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106,
3517.1012, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code.

(b) The secretary of state may remove the information from the internet after a reasonable
period of time.

(E)(1) Any person, political party, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political
action committee, or political contributing entity that makes a contribution in connection with the
nomination or election of any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question at any
election held or to be held in this state shall provide its full name and address to the recipient of the
contribution at the time the contribution is made. The political action committee also shall provide
the registration number assigned to the committee under division (D)(1) of this section to the
recipient of the contribution at the time the contribution is made.
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(2) Any individual who makes a contribution that exceeds one hundred dollars to a political
action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or political party or to a
campaign committee of a statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general
assembly shall provide the name of the individual's current employer, if any, or, if the individual is
self-employed, the individual's occupation and the name of the individual's business, if any, to the
recipient of the contribution at the time the contribution is made. Sections 3599.39 and 3599.40 of
the Revised Code do not apply to division (E)(2) of this section.

(3) If a campaign committee shows that it has exercised its best efforts to obtain, maintain,
and submit the information required under divisions (B)(4)(b)(ii) and (iii) of this section, that
committee is considered to have met the requirements of those divisions. A campaign committee
shall not be considered to have exercised its best efforts unless, in connection with written
solicitations, it regularly includes a written request for the information required under division (B)(4)
(b)(ii) of this section from the contributor or the information required under division (B)(4)(b)(iii) of
this section from whoever transmits the contribution.

(4) Any check that a political action committee uses to make a contribution or an
expenditure shall contain the full name and address of the committee and the registration number
assigned to the committee under division (D)(1) of this section.

(F) As used in this section:

(1)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(1) of this section, "address" means all of
the following if they exist: apartment number, street, road, or highway name and number, rural
delivery route number, city or village, state, and zip code as used in a person's post-office address,
but not post-office box.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)(1) of this section, if an address is required in
this section, a post-office box and office, room, or suite number may be included in addition to, but
not in lieu of, an apartment, street, road, or highway name and number.

(c) If an address is required in this section, a campaign committee, political action
committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or political contributing entity may use the
business or residence address of its treasurer or deputy treasurer. The post-office box number of the
campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity may be used in addition to that address.

(d) For the sole purpose of a campaign committee's reporting of contributions on a statement
of contributions received under division (B)(4) of this section, "address" has one of the following
meanings at the option of the campaign committee:

(i) The same meaning as in division (F)(1)(a) of this section;

(ii) All of the following, if they exist: the contributor's post-office box number and city or
village, state, and zip code as used in the contributor's post-office address.

(e) As used with regard to the reporting under this section of any expenditure, "address"
means all of the following if they exist: apartment number, street, road, or highway name and
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number, rural delivery route number, city or village, state, and zip code as used in a person's post-
office address, or post-office box. If an address concerning any expenditure is required in this
section, a campaign committee, political action committee, legislative campaign fund, political
party, or political contributing entity may use the business or residence address of its treasurer or
deputy treasurer or its post-office box number.

(2) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and
lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, memberof-the-state-board-ef-edueation-chief justice of the supreme court, or
justice of the supreme court.

(3) "Candidate for county office" means a candidate for the office of county auditor, county
treasurer, clerk of the court of common pleas, judge of the court of common pleas, sheriff, county
recorder, county engineer, county commissioner, prosecuting attorney, or coroner.

(G) An independent expenditure shall be reported whenever and in the same manner that an
expenditure is required to be reported under this section and shall be reported pursuant to division
(B)(2)(a) or (C)(2)(a) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code.

(H)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (H)(2) of this section, if, during the
combined pre-election and postelection reporting periods for an election, a campaign committee has
received contributions of five hundred dollars or less and has made expenditures in the total amount
of five hundred dollars or less, it may file a statement to that effect, under penalty of election
falsification, in licu of the statement required by division (A)(2) of this section. The statement shall
indicate the total amount of contributions received and the total amount of expenditures made during
those combined reporting periods.

(2) In the case of a successful candidate at a primary election, if either the total contributions
received by or the total expenditures made by the candidate's campaign committee during the
preprimary, postprimary, pregeneral, and postgeneral election periods combined equal more than
five hundred dollars, the campaign committee may file the statement under division (H)(1) of this
section only for the primary election. The first statement that the campaign committee files in regard
to the general election shall reflect all contributions received and all expenditures made during the
preprimary and postprimary election periods.

(3) Divisions (H)(1) and (2) of this section do not apply if a campaign committee receives
contributions or makes expenditures prior to the first day of January of the year of the election at
which the candidate seeks nomination or election to office or if the campaign committee does not
file a termination statement with its postprimary election statement in the case of an unsuccessful
primary election candidate or with its postgeneral election statement in the case of other candidates.

(I) In the case of a contribution made by a partner of a partnership or an owner or a member
of another unincorporated business from any funds of the partnership or other unincorporated
business, all of the following apply:

(1) The recipient of the contribution shall report the contribution by listing both the
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partnership or other unincorporated business and the name of the partner, owner, or member making
the contribution.

(2) In reporting the contribution, the recipient of the contribution shall be entitled to
conclusively rely upon the information provided by the partnership or other unincorporated business,
provided that the information includes one of the following:

(a) The name of each partner, owner, or member as of the date of the contribution or
contributions, and a statement that the total contributions are to be allocated equally among all of the
partners, owners, or members; or

(b) The name of each partner, owner, or member as of the date of the contribution or
contributions who is participating in the contribution or contributions, and a statement that the
contribution or contributions are to be allocated to those individuals in accordance with the
information provided by the partnership or other unincorporated business to the recipient of the
contribution.

(3) For purposes of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, the contribution shall be
considered to have been made by the partner, owner, or member reported under division (I)(1) of
this section.

(4) No contribution from a partner of a partnership or an owner or a member of another
unincorporated business shall be accepted from any funds of the partnership or other unincorporated
business unless the recipient reports the contribution under division (I)(1) of this section together
with the information provided under division (I)(2) of this section.

(5) No partnership or other unincorporated business shall make a contribution or
contributions solely in the name of the partnership or other unincorporated business.

(6) As used in division (I) of this section, "partnership or other unincorporated business"
includes, but is not limited to, a cooperative, a sole proprietorship, a general partnership, a limited
partnership, a limited partnership association, a limited liability partnership, and a limited liability
company.

(J) A candidate shall have only one campaign committee at any given time for all of the
offices for which the person is a candidate or holds office.

(K)(1) In addition to filing a designation of appointment of a treasurer under division (D)(1)
of this section, the campaign committee of any candidate for an elected municipal office that pays an
annual amount of compensation of five thousand dollars or less, the campaign committee of any
candidate for member of a board of education-exeept-member-of-the-state-board-ef-edueation; or the
campaign committee of any candidate for township trustee or township fiscal officer may sign,
under penalty of election falsification, a certificate attesting that the committee will not accept
contributions during an election period that exceed in the aggregate two thousand dollars from all
contributors and one hundred dollars from any one individual, and that the campaign committee will
not make expenditures during an election period that exceed in the aggregate two thousand dollars.

The certificate shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state and shall be filed not
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later than ten days after the candidate files a declaration of candidacy and petition, a nominating
petition, or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(3) of this section, a campaign committee
that files a certificate under division (K)(1) of this section is not required to file the statements
required by division (A) of this section.

(3) I, after filing a certificate under division (K)(1) of this section, a campaign committee
exceeds any of the limitations described in that division during an election period, the certificate is
void and thereafter the campaign committee shall file the statements required by division (A) of this
section. If the campaign committee has not previously filed a statement, then on the first statement
the campaign committee is required to file under division (A) of this section after the committee's
certificate is void, the committee shall report all contributions received and expenditures made from
the time the candidate filed the candidate's declaration of candidacy and petition, nominating
petition, or declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate.

(4) As used in division (K) of this section, "election period" means the period of time
beginning on the day a person files a declaration of candidacy and petition, nominating petition, or
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate through the day of the election at which the person
secks nomination to office if the person is not elected to office, or, if the candidate was nominated in
a primary election, the day of the election at which the candidate seeks office.

(L) A political contributing entity that receives contributions from the dues, membership
fees, or other assessments of its members or from its officers, sharcholders, and employees may
report the aggregate amount of contributions received from those contributors and the number of
individuals making those contributions, for each filing period under divisions (A)(1), (2), (3), and (4)
of this section, rather than reporting information as required under division (B)(4) of this section,
including, when applicable, the name of the current employer, if any, of a contributor whose
contribution exceeds one hundred dollars or, if such a contributor is self-employed, the contributor's
occupation and the name of the contributor's business, if any. Division (B)(4) of this section applies
to a political contributing entity with regard to contributions it receives from all other contributors.

Sec. 3517.102. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section 3517.103 of the Revised Code,
as used in this section and sections 3517.103 and 3517.104 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but
includes only candidates for the offices of governor, licutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member-of-the-state-beard-efedueation,-member of the
general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court.

(2) "Statewide candidate" or "any onc statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for
the offices of governor and lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member—of-the-state-beard-of-edueation;—chief
justice of the supreme court, or justice of the supreme court.

(3) "Senate candidate”" means a candidate for the office of state senator.
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(4) "House candidate" means a candidate for the office of state representative.

(5)(a) "Primary election period" for a candidate begins on the beginning date of the
candidate's pre-filing period specified in division (A)(9) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code
and ends on the day of the primary election.

(b) In regard to any candidate, the "general election period" begins on the day after the
primary election immediately preceding the general election at which the candidate seeks an office
specified in division (A)(1) of this section and ends on the thirty-first day of December following
that general election.

(6) "State candidate fund" means the state candidate fund established by a state or county
political party under division (D)(3)(c) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Postgeneral election statement" means the statement filed under division (A)(2) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code by the campaign committee of a candidate after the general
election in which the candidate ran for office or filed by legislative campaign fund after the general
election in an even-numbered year.

(8) "Contribution" means any contribution that is required to be reported in the statement of
contributions under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(9)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(9)(b) of this section, "designated state
campaign committee" means:

(1) In the case of contributions to or from a state political party, a campaign committee of a
statewide candidate, statewide officeholder, senate candidate, house candidate, or member of the
general assembly.

(ii) In the case of contributions to or from a county political party, a campaign committee of
a senate candidate or house candidate whose candidacy is to be submitted to some or all of the
electors in that county, or member of the general assembly whose district contains all or part of that
county.

(iii) In the case of contributions to or from a legislative campaign fund, a campaign
committee of any of the following:

(I) A senate or house candidate who, if elected, will be a member of the same party that
established the legislative campaign fund and the same house with which the legislative campaign
fund is associated;

(II) A state senator or state representative who is a member of the same party that established
the legislative campaign fund and the same house with which the legislative campaign fund is
associated.

(b) A campaign committee is no longer a "designated state campaign committee" after the
campaign committee's candidate changes the designation of treasurer required to be filed under
division (D)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code to indicate that the person intends to be a
candidate for, or becomes a candidate for nomination or election to, any office that, if elected, would
not qualify that candidate's campaign committee as a "designated state campaign committee" under
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division (A)(9)(a) of this section.

(B)(1)(a) No individual who is seven years of age or older shall make a contribution or
contributions aggregating more than:

(1) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(iv) Ten thousand dollars to a county political party of the county in which the individual's
designated Ohio residence is located for the party's state candidate fund in a calendar year;

(v) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year;

(vi) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate
fund in a calendar year;

(vii) Ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee in a calendar year;

(viii) Ten thousand dollars to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year.

(b) No individual shall make a contribution or contributions to the state candidate fund of a
county political party of any county other than the county in which the individual's designated Ohio
residence is located.

(c) No individual who is under seven years of age shall make any contribution.

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no political action committee shall make a
contribution or contributions aggregating more than:

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period,

(iv) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year;

(v) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund
in a calendar year;

(vi) Ten thousand dollars to another political action committee or to a political contributing
entity in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political action committee that makes a
contribution to a political action committee or a political contributing entity affiliated with it. For
purposes of this division, a political action committee is affiliated with another political action
committee or with a political contributing entity if they are both established, financed, maintained,
or controlled by, or if they are, the same corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing
association, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary, division, or department of that
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corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person.

(b) No political action committee shall make a contribution or contributions to a county
political party for the party's state candidate fund.

(3) No campaign committee shall make a contribution or contributions aggregating more
than:

(a) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(b) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period,;

(c) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a primary
election period or in a general election period;

(d) Ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee in a calendar year;

(¢) Ten thousand dollars to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year.

(4)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no political party shall make a contribution
or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars to any one political action committee or
to any one political contributing entity in a calendar year.

(b) No county political party shall make a contribution or contributions to another county
political party.

(5)(a) Subject to division (B)(5)(b) of this section, no campaign committee, other than a
designated state campaign committee, shall make a contribution or contributions aggregating in a
calendar year more than:

(i) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund,;

(ii) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund,

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to any one county political party for the party's state candidate
fund.

(b) No campaign committee shall make a contribution or contributions to a county political
party for the party's state candidate fund unless one of the following applies:

(i) The campaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in that county.

(ii) The campaign committee's candidate is the holder of an elected public office that
represents all or part of the population of that county at the time the contribution is made.

(6)(a) No state candidate fund of a county political party shall make a contribution or
contributions, except a contribution or contributions to a designated state campaign committee, in a
primary election period or a general election period, aggregating more than:

(i) Two hundred fifty thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide
candidate;

(ii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate;

(iii) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate.

(b)(i) No state candidate fund of a state or county political party shall make a transfer or a
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contribution or transfers or contributions of cash or cash equivalents to a designated state campaign
committee in a primary election period or in a general election period aggregating more than:

(I) Five hundred thousand dollars to the campaign committec of any one statewide
candidate;

(II) One hundred thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate;

(1IT) Fifty thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate.

(ii) No legislative campaign fund shall make a transfer or a contribution or transfers or
contributions of cash or cash equivalents to a designated state campaign committee aggregating
more than:

(I) Fifty thousand dollars in a primary election period or one hundred thousand dollars in a
general election period to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate;

(TII) Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary election period or fifty thousand dollars in a
general election period to the campaign committee of any one house candidate.

(iii) As used in divisions (B)(6)(b) and (C)(6) of this section, "transfer or contribution of
cash or cash equivalents" does not include any in-kind contributions.

(c) A county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a county
having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand may make one or more contributions
from other accounts to any one statewide candidate or to any one designated state campaign
committee that do not exceed, in the aggregate, two thousand five hundred dollars in any primary
election period or general election period.

(d) No legislative campaign fund shall make a contribution, other than to a designated state
campaign committee or to the state candidate fund of a political party.

(7)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no political contributing entity shall make a
contribution or contributions aggregating more than:

(1) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one statewide candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(i) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one senate candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(iii)) Ten thousand dollars to the campaign committee of any one house candidate in a
primary election period or in a general election period;

(iv) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one legislative campaign fund in a calendar year;

(v) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state political party for the party's state candidate fund
in a calendar year;

(vi) Ten thousand dollars to another political contributing entity or to a political action
committee in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political contributing entity that
makes a contribution to a political contributing entity or a political action committee affiliated with
it. For purposes of this division, a political contributing entity is affiliated with another political
contributing entity or with a political action committee if they are both established, financed,
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maintained, or controlled by, or if they are, the same corporation, organization, labor organization,
continuing association, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary, division, or department of
that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person.

(b) No political contributing entity shall make a contribution or contributions to a county
political party for the party's state candidate fund.

(C)(1)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no campaign committee of a statewide
candidate shall do any of the following:

(1) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(i1) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from
any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from
any one political contributing entity, or from any one other campaign committee in a primary
election period or in a general election period;

(iii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than two hundred fifty
thousand dollars from any one or combination of state candidate funds of county political parties in a
primary election period or in a general election period.

(b) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall accept a contribution or
contributions aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period
or in a general election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that
is located in a county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section and except for a designated state campaign
committee, no campaign committee of a senate candidate shall do either of the following:

(1) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from
any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from
any one political contributing entity, from any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or
from any one other campaign committee in a primary election period or in a general election period.

(b) No campaign committee of a senate candidate shall accept a contribution or contributions
aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period or in a general
election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a
county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(3)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section and except for a designated state campaign
committee, no campaign committee of a house candidate shall do either of the following:

(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(ii) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from
any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee, from
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any one political contributing entity, from any one state candidate fund of a county political party, or
from any one other campaign committee in a primary election period or in a general election period.

(b) No campaign committee of a house candidate shall accept a contribution or contributions
aggregating more than two thousand five hundred dollars in a primary election period or in a general
election period from a county political party that has no state candidate fund and that is located in a
county having a population of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(4)(a)(i) Subject to division (C)(4)(a)(ii) of this section and except for a designated state
campaign committee, no county political party shall knowingly accept a contribution or
contributions from any individual who is under seven years of age, or accept a contribution or
contributions for the party's state candidate fund aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from
any one individual whose designated Ohio residence is located within that county and who is seven
years of age or older or from any one campaign committee in a calendar year.

(ii) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no county political party shall accept a
contribution or contributions for the party's state candidate fund from any individual whose
designated Ohio residence is located outside of that county and who is seven years of age or older,
from any campaign committee unless the campaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in
that county or unless the campaign committee's candidate is the holder of an elected public office
that represents all or part of the population of that county at the time the contribution is accepted, or
from any political action committee or any political contributing entity.

(iii) No county political party shall accept a contribution or contributions from any other
county political party.

(b) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no state political party shall do either of the
following:

(1) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(i1) Accept a contribution or contributions for the party's state candidate fund aggregating
more than thirty thousand dollars from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from
any one political action committee, from any one political contributing entity, or from any one
campaign committee, other than a designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year.

(5) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no legislative campaign fund shall do either of
the following:

(a) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(b) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than fifteen thousand dollars
from any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one political action committee,
from any one political contributing entity, or from any one campaign committee, other than a
designated state campaign committee, in a calendar year.

(6)(a) No designated state campaign committee shall accept a transfer or contribution of cash
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or cash equivalents from a state candidate fund of a state political party aggregating in a primary
clection period or a general election period more than:

(i) Five hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a statewide
candidate;

(ii) One hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate
candidate;

(iii) Fifty thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate.

(b) No designated state campaign committee shall accept a transfer or contribution of cash or
cash equivalents from a legislative campaign fund aggregating more than:

(1) Fifty thousand dollars in a primary election period or one hundred thousand dollars in a
general election period, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate candidate;

(i1) Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary election period or fifty thousand dollars in a
general election period, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate.

(c) No campaign committee of a candidate for the office of member of the general assembly,
including a designated state campaign committee, shall accept a transfer or contribution of cash or
cash equivalents from any one or combination of state candidate funds of county political parties
aggregating in a primary election period or a general election period more than:

(1) One hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a senate candidate;

(ii) Fifty thousand dollars, in the case of a campaign committee of a house candidate.

(7)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no political action committee and no
political contributing entity shall do either of the following:

(i) Knowingly accept a contribution or contributions from any individual who is under seven
years of age;

(i) Accept a contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from
any one individual who is seven years of age or older, from any one campaign committee, or from
any one political party in a calendar year.

(b) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no political action committee shall accept a
contribution or contributions aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from another political
action committee or from a political contributing entity in a calendar year. Subject to division (D)(1)
of this section, no political contributing entity shall accept a contribution or contributions
aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from another political contributing entity or from a
political action committee in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political action
committee or political contributing entity that accepts a contribution from a political action
committee or political contributing entity affiliated with it. For purposes of this division, a political
action committee is affiliated with another political action committee or with a political contributing
entity if they are both established, financed, maintained, or controlled by the same corporation,
organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent,
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing
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association, or other person.

(D)(1)(a) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in division (B)(2) of this section and the
limitations prescribed in divisions (C)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (7)(b) of this section, whichever is
applicable, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from political action committees
that are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by, or that are, the same corporation,
organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent,
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing
association, or other person, are considered to have been made by or accepted from a single political
action committee.

(b) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in division (B)(7) of this section and the
limitations prescribed in divisions (C)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (7)(b) of this section, whichever is
applicable, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from political contributing
entities that are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by, or that are, the same corporation,
organization, labor organization, continuing association, or other person, including any parent,
subsidiary, division, or department of that corporation, organization, labor organization, continuing
association, or other person, are considered to have been made by or accepted from a single political
contributing entity.

(2) As used in divisions (B)(1)(a)(vii), (B)(3)(d), (B)(4)(a), and (C)(7) of this section,
"political action committee" does not include a political action committee that is organized to
support or oppose a ballot issue or question and that makes no contributions to or expenditures on
behalf of a political party, campaign committee, legislative campaign fund, political action
committee, or political contributing entity. As used in divisions (B)(1)(a)(viii), (B)(3)(e), (B)(4)(a),
and (C)(7) of this section, "political contributing entity” does not include a political contributing
entity that is organized to support or oppose a ballot issue or question and that makes no
contributions to or expenditures on behalf of a political party, campaign committee, legislative
campaign fund, political action committee, or political contributing entity.

(3) For purposes of the limitations prescribed in divisions (B)(4) and (C)(7)(a) of this
section, all contributions made by and all contributions accepted from a national political party, a
state political party, and a county political party are considered to have been made by or accepted
from a single political party and shall be combined with each other to determine whether the
limitations have been exceeded.

(E)(1) If a legislative campaign fund has kept a total amount of contributions exceeding one
hundred fifty thousand dollars at the close of business on the seventh day before the postgeneral
election statement is required to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, the legislative
campaign fund shall comply with division (E)(2) of this section.

(2)(a) Any legislative campaign fund that has kept a total amount of contributions in excess
of the amount specified in division (E)(1) of this section at the close of business on the seventh day
before the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised
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Code shall dispose of the excess amount in the manner prescribed in division (E)(2)(b)(1), (ii), or (iii)
of this section not later than ninety days after the day the postgeneral election statement is required
to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. Any legislative campaign fund that is
required to dispose of an excess amount of contributions under this division shall file a statement on
the ninetieth day after the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under section
3517.10 of the Revised Code indicating the total amount of contributions the fund has at the close of
business on the seventh day before the postgeneral election statement is required to be filed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and that the excess contributions were disposed of pursuant to
this division and division (E)(2)(b) of this section. The statement shall be on a form prescribed by
the secretary of state and shall contain any additional information the secretary of state considers
necessary.

(b) Any legislative campaign fund that is required to dispose of an excess amount of
contributions under division (E)(2) of this section shall dispose of that excess amount by doing any
of the following;:

(1) Giving the amount to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit
of the Ohio eleetions-clection integrity commission fund created by divisien-d)-ef-section 3517152
111.29 of the Revised Code;

(i1) Giving the amount to individuals who made contributions to that legislative campaign
fund as a refund of all or part of their contributions;

(iii) Giving the amount to a corporation that is exempt from federal income taxation under
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(F)(1) No legislative campaign fund shall fail to file a statement required by division (E) of

this section.

(2) No legislative campaign fund shall fail to dispose of excess contributions as required by
division (E) of this section.

(G) Nothing in this section shall affect, be used in determining, or supersede a limitation on
campaign contributions as provided for in the Federal Election Campaign Act.

Sec. 3517.103. (A) For purposes of this section:

(1) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and
lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, or attorney general;-er-member-of-the-state-beard-of-education.

(2)(a) "Personal funds" means contributions to the campaign committee of a candidate by the
candidate.

(b) A loan obtained by, guaranteed by, or for the benefit of a statewide candidate, senate
candidate, or house candidate shall be considered "personal funds" subject to the provisions of this
section to the extent that the loan is obtained or guaranteed by the candidate. A loan that is obtained
or guaranteed and that is for the benefit of a statewide candidate, senate candidate, or house
candidate shall not be considered "personal funds" for the purposes of this section but shall be
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considered to be a "contribution" for the purposes of this chapter if the loan is obtained or
guaranteed by anyone other than the candidate.

(c) When a debt or other obligation incurred by a committee or by a candidate on behalf of
the candidate's committee is to be paid from "personal funds," those funds are considered to be
expended when the debt or other obligation is incurred, regardless of when it is paid.

(B)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, no statewide candidate
or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly shall make an expenditure of personal
funds to influence the results of an election for that candidate's nomination or election to office
unless the personal funds are first deposited into the campaign fund of that candidate's campaign
committee.

(2) A statewide candidate or candidate for the office of member of the general assembly may
make an expenditure of personal funds without first depositing those funds into the campaign
committee's funds as long as the aggregate total of those expenditures does not exceed five hundred
dollars at any time during an election period. After the candidate's campaign committee reimburses
the candidate for any direct expenditure of personal funds, the amount that was reimbursed is no
longer included in the aggregate total of expenditures of personal funds subject to the five-hundred-
dollar limit.

Sec. 3517.104. (A) In January of each odd-numbered year, the secretary of state, in
accordance with this division and division (B) of this section, shall adjust each amount specified in
section 3517.102, in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10, and in division (B) of section 3517.101 of
the Revised Code. The adjustment shall be based on the yearly average of the previous two years of
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers or its successive equivalent, as determined by
the United States department of labor, bureau of labor statistics, or its successor in responsibility, for
all items, Series A. Using the 1996 yearly average as the base year, the secretary of state shall
compare the most current average consumer price index with that determined in the preceding odd-
numbered year, and shall determine the percentage increase or decrease. The percentage increase or
decrease shall be multiplied by the actual dollar figure for each office or entity specified in section
3517.102 of the Revised Code and by each actual dollar figure specified in division (B)(4)(e) of
section 3517.10 and in division (B) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code as determined in the
previous odd-numbered year, and the product shall be added to or subtracted from its corresponding
actual dollar figure, as necessary, for that previous odd-numbered year.

The resulting amount shall be rounded to the nearest twenty-five dollars if the calculations
are made regarding the amounts specified in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

If the calculations are made regarding the amounts specified in section 3517.101 or 3517.102
of the Revised Code, the resulting amount shall not be rounded. If that resulting amount is less than
one hundred dollars, the secretary of state shall retain a record of the resulting amount and the
manner in which it was calculated, but shall not make an adjustment unless the resulting amount,



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A.
1380

when added to the resulting amount calculated in each prior odd-numbered year since the last
adjustment was made, equals or exceeds one hundred dollars.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall calculate the adjustment under division (A) of this section
and shall report the calculations and necessary materials to the auditor of state, on or before the
thirty-first day of January of each odd-numbered year. The secretary of state shall base the
adjustment on the most current consumer price index that is described in division (A) of this section
and that is in effect as of the first day of January of each odd-numbered year.

(2) The calculations made by the secretary of state under divisions (A) and (B)(1) of this
section shall be certified by the auditor of state on or before the fifteenth day of February of each
odd-numbered year.

(3) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each odd-numbered year, the secretary
of state shall prepare a report setting forth the maximum contribution limitations under section
3517.102 of the Revised Code, the maximum amounts, if any, of contributions permitted to be kept
under that section, the amounts required under division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for reporting contributions and in-kind contributions at social or fund-raising activities and
contributions from amounts deducted from an employee's wages and salary, and the maximum
office facility gift limitations under section 3517.101 of the Revised Code, as calculated and
certified pursuant to divisions (A) and (B)(1) and (2) of this section. The report and all documents
relating to the calculations contained in the report are public records. The report shall contain an
indication of the period in which the limitations, the maximum contribution or gift amounts, and the
reporting amounts apply, a summary of how the limitations, the maximum contribution or gift
amounts, and the reporting amounts were calculated, and a statement that the report and all related
documents are available for inspection and copying at the office of the secretary of state.

(4) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each odd-numbered year, the secretary
of state shall transmit the report to the general assembly and shall send the report by mail to the
board of elections of each county.

(5) The secretary of state shall send the report by mail to each person who files a declaration
of candidacy or nominating petition with the secretary of state for the office of governor, lieutenant
governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, memberof-the-state
beard-of-education—chief justice of the supreme court, or justice of the supreme court. The report
shall be mailed on or before the tenth day after the filing.

(6) A board of elections shall send the report by mail to each person who files a declaration
of candidacy or nominating petition with the board for the office of state representative or state
senator. The report shall be mailed on or before the tenth day after the filing.

Sec. 3517.108. (A) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section:

(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but
includes only candidates for the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member-of-the-state-board-ef-edusation;-member of the
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general assembly, chief justice of the supreme court, and justice of the supreme court.

(2) A "general election period" begins on the day after the primary election immediately
preceding the general election at which a candidate seeks an office specified in division (A)(1) of
this section and ends on the thirty-first day of December following that general election.

(3) A "primary election period" begins on the first day of January of the year following the
year in which the general election was held for the office that the candidate seeks, including any
mid-term election, and ends on the day of the primary election.

(B) Whenever the campaign committee of a candidate has unpaid debt at the end of a
primary election period or at the end of a general election period, the committee may accept
additional contributions during the immediately following election period up to the applicable
limitation prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code from any individual, political
action committee, political contributing entity, or other campaign committee who, during the
primary or general election period for which debt remains unpaid, has contributed less than the
contribution limitations prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code applicable to that
individual, political action committee, political contributing entity, or other campaign committee.
Any additional contribution that a campaign committee accepts under this division shall count
toward the applicable limitations prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code for that
primary or general election period at the end of which the debt remains unpaid, and shall not count
toward the applicable limitations for any other primary or general election period if all of the
following conditions apply:

(1) The campaign committee reports, on the statement required to be filed under division (A)
(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, all debt remaining unpaid at the end of the election
period. The committee shall also file a separate statement, on a form prescribed by the secretary of
state, at the same time that the committee is required to file a statement of contributions and
expenditures under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. The separate statement shall include the
name and address of each contributor who makes an additional contribution under division (B) of
this section, how the contribution was applied to pay the unpaid debt as required by division (B)(3)
of this section, and the balance of the unpaid debt after each contribution was applied to it.

(2) The additional contributions are accepted only during the primary or general election
period, whichever is applicable, immediately following the election period covered in the statement
filed under division (B)(1) of this section.

(3) All additional contributions made under division (B) of this section arc used by the
campaign committee that receives them only to pay the debt of the committee reported under
division (B)(1) of this section.

(4) The campaign committee maintains a separate account for all additional contributions
made under division (B) of this section and uses moneys in that account only to pay the unpaid debt
reported under division (B)(1) of this section and to administer the account.

(5) The campaign committee stops accepting additional contributions after funds sufficient
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to repay the unpaid debt reported under division (B)(1) of this section have been raised and promptly
disposes of any contributions received that exceed the amount of the unpaid debt by returning the
excess contributions to the contributors or by giving the excess contributions to an organization that
is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c)
(3), (4), (8), (10), or (19) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Sec. 3517.109. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code but
includes only candidates for the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member-of-the-state-beard-ef-edueation;-and member of
the general assembly.

(2) "Statewide candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and
lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, and attorney general-and-rnember-of-the-state-beard-of-education.

(3) "Senate candidate" means a candidate for the office of state senator.

(4) "House candidate" means a candidate for the office of state representative.

(5) "State office” means the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member—ef-the-state-board-of-edueation;—and
member of the general assembly.

(6) "Aggregate contribution" means the total of all contributions from a contributor during
the pre-filing period.

(7) "Allowable aggregate contribution" means all of the following:

(2) In the case of a contribution from a contributor whose contributions are subject to the
contribution limits described in division (B)(1), (2), (3), (6)(a), or (7) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code, that portion of the amount of the contributor's aggregate contribution that does not
exceed the preprimary contribution limit applicable to that contributor.

(b) In the case of a contribution or contributions from a contributor whose contributions are
not subject to the contribution limits described in divisions (B)(1), (2), (3), (6)(a), or (7) of section
3517.102 of the Revised Code, the total of the following:

(1) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was received as in-kind services;

(i1) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was received as cash and does not exceed
the applicable preprimary cash transfer or contribution limits described in division (B)(6)(b) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(8) "Excess aggregate contribution" means, for each contributor, the amount by which that
contributor's aggregate contribution exceeds that contributor's allowable aggregate contribution.

(9) "Pre-filing period" means the period of time ending on the day that the candidacy
petitions are due for the state office for which the candidate has filed and beginning on the latest date
of the following:

(a) The first day of January of the year following the general election in which that state
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office was last on the ballot;

(b) The first day of January of the year following the general election in which the candidate
was last a candidate for any office;

(c) The first day of the month following the primary election in which the candidate was last
a candidate for any office.

(10) "Filing date" means the last date on which a candidacy petition may be filed for an
office.

(11) "Applicable carry-in limit" means thirty-five thousand dollars if the candidate is a house
candidate—er—a—eandidate—for—the—state—beard—ef-eduecation, one hundred thousand dollars if the
candidate is a senate candidate, and two hundred thousand dollars if the candidate is a statewide
candidate-other-than-a-candidate-for-the-state-beard-efedueation.

(12) "Campaign asset" means prepaid, purchased, or donated assets available to the
candidate on the date of the filing deadline for the office the candidate is seeking that will be
consumed or depleted in the course of the candidate's election campaign, including, but not limited
to, postage, prepaid rent for campaign headquarters, prepaid radio, television, and newspaper
advertising, and other prepaid consulting and personal services.

(13) "Permitted funds" means the sum of the following:

(a) The total of the allowable aggregate contribution of each contributor;

(b) The applicable carry-in limit.

(14) "Excess funds" means the amount by which the sum of the total cash on hand and total
reported campaign assets exceeds permitted funds.

(15) "Covered candidate" means both of the following:

(a) A candidate who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or has a campaign committee that
accepts contributions on the candidate's behalf for the purpose of nominating or electing the
candidate to any office not subject to the contribution limits prescribed in section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code;

(b) A person who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or has a campaign committee that
accepts contributions on the person's behalf prior to the person deciding upon or announcing the
office for which the person will become a candidate for nomination or election.

(B) Each candidate who files for state office, not later than the filing date for that office,
shall dispose of any excess funds. Each covered candidate who files for state office, not later than
the filing date for that office, shall dispose of any excess aggregate contributions.

(C) Any campaign committee that is required to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate
contributions under division (B) of this section shall dispose of that excess amount or amounts by
doing any of the following:

(1) Giving the amount to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit
of the Ohio elestiens—clection integrity commission fund created by-division—)-ef-under section
3517152-111.29 of the Revised Code;
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(2) Giving the amount to individuals who made contributions to that campaign committee as
a refund of all or part of their contributions;

(3) Giving the amount to a corporation that is exempt from federal income taxation under
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(D)(1) Subject to division (D)(2) of this section, no candidate or covered candidate shall
appear on the ballot, even if certified to appear on the ballot, unless the candidate's or covered
candidate's campaign committee has disposed of excess funds, excess aggregate contributions, or
both as required by divisions (B) and (C) of this section.

(2) If the excess aggregate contributions accepted by a covered candidate or a covered
candidate's campaign committee aggregate a total of less than five thousand dollars from all
contributors, that candidate shall not be prohibited from appearing on the ballot under division (D)
(1) of this section.

(E)(1) The campaign committee of each candidate required to dispose of excess funds under
this section shall file a report, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, with the official or
board with which the candidate is required to file statements under section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code. The report shall be filed by the seventh day following the filing deadline for the office the
candidate is seeking, shall indicate the amount of excess funds disposed of, and shall describe the
manner in which the campaign committee disposed of the excess amount.

(2) In addition to the information required to be included in a report filed under division (E)
(1) of this section, the campaign committee of each covered candidate required to dispose of excess
aggregate contributions under this section shall include in that report the source and amount of each
excess aggregate contribution disposed of and shall describe the manner in which the campaign
committee disposed of the excess amount.

(F)(1) Each campaign committee of a candidate who has filed a declaration of candidacy or a
nominating petition for a state office, not later than seven days after the filing date for the office the
candidate is seeking, shall file a declaration of filing-day finances, on a form prescribed by the
secretary of state, with the official or board with which the candidate is required to file statements
under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code.

(2) A declaration of filing-day finances shall list all of the following:

(a) The amount of cash on hand in the candidate's campaign fund on the filing date for the
office the candidate is seeking.

(b) The value and description of all campaign assets worth five hundred dollars or more
available to the candidate on the filing date. Assets purchased by the campaign shall be valued at
actual cost, and in-kind contributions shall be valued at market value.

(c) The total of all aggregate contributions;

(d) The total of all allowable aggregate contributions;

(e) The applicable carry-in limit, if any.

(3) In addition to the information required to be included in a report of filing-day finances
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filed under division (F)(1) of this section, the campaign committee of each covered candidate shall
include both of the following in that report:

(a) The total of all excess aggregate contributions;

(b) For each contributor, if any, for whom there is an excess aggregate contribution, the
name, address, aggregate contribution, and excess aggregate contribution.

(G) A campaign committee of a candidate is not required to file a declaration of filing-day
finances under division (F) of this section if all of the following apply:

(1) The campaign committee has not accepted, during the pre-filing period, any aggregate
contribution greater than the applicable amount.

(2) The campaign committee had less than the carry-in amount in cash on hand at the
beginning of the pre-filing period.

(3) The candidate files a declaration, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, with the
official or board with which the candidate is required to file statements under section 3517.11 of the
Revised Code not later than seven days after the filing date for the office that candidate is seeking,
stating that the candidate’'s campaign committee has not accepted aggregate contributions as
described in division (G)(1) of this section and has less than the carry-in amount in cash on hand as
described in division (G)(2) of this section.

Sec. 3517.1012. (A)(1) Each state and county political party shall establish a restricted fund
that is separate from all other accounts of the political party.

(2) A state or county political party shall deposit into its restricted fund all gifts that are
made to or accepted by the political party from a corporation or labor organization subject to the
applicable limitations prescribed in division (X) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code. A state or
county political party may deposit into its restricted fund any gifts that are made to or accepted by
the political party from a source other than a corporation or labor organization.

(3) Moneys in a state or county political party's restricted fund may be disbursed to pay costs
incurred for any of the following purposes—speeified—in—division{A)-ofsection351718—ofthe
Revised-Code:

(a) The defraying of operating and maintenance costs associated with political party

headquarters, including rental or leasing costs, staff salaries, office equipment and supplies, postage,
and the purchase, lease, or maintenance of computer hardware and software:

(b) The organization of voter registration programs and get-out-the-vote campaigns and the

costs associated with voter registration and get-out-the-vote activities, including, but not limited to,
rental costs for booth spaces at fairs, festivals, or similar events if voter registration forms are
available at those booths, printing costs for registration forms, mailing costs for communications
soliciting voter registration, and payments for the services of persons conducting voter registration
and get-out-the-vote activities;

(c) The administration of party fund-raising drives;

(d) Direct mail campaigns or other communications with the registered voters of a party that
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are not related to any particular candidate or election;

(e) The preparation of reports required by law.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, a state or county political party shall file
deposit and disbursement statements, in the same manner as the party is required to file statements
of contributions and expenditures under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, regarding all deposits
made into, and all disbursements made from, the party's restricted fund. Deposit and disbursement
statements filed in accordance with this division by a county political party shall be filed by

electronic means of transmission to the office of the secretary of state at the times specified in
division (A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code for the filing of statements of contributions and
expenditures if the county political party accepts gifts from a corporation or labor organization under
division (A)(2) of this section.

Sec. 3517.11. (A)(1) Campaign committees of candidates for statewide officc-er-the-state
beard—ef—edueation, political action committees or political contributing entities that make
contributions to campaign committees of candidates that are required to file the statements
prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state, political action
committees or political contributing entities that make contributions to campaign committees of
candidates for member of the general assembly, political action committees or political contributing
entities that make contributions to state and national political parties and to legislative campaign
funds, political action committees or political contributing entities that receive contributions or make
expenditures in connection with a statewide ballot issue, political action committees or political
contributing entities that make contributions to other political action committees or political
contributing entities, political parties, and campaign committees, except as set forth in division (A)
(3) of this section, legislative campaign funds, and state and national political parties shall file the
statements prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state.

(2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (E) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code,
campaign committees of candidates for all other offices shall file the statements prescribed by
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board of elections where their candidates are required
to file their petitions or other papers for nomination or election.

(b) A campaign committee of a candidate for office of member of the general assembly or a
campaign committee of a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals shall file two copies
of the printed version of any statement, addendum, or amended statement if the committee does not
file pursuant to division (E) or (J) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code but files by printed
version only with the appropriate board of elections. The board of elections shall send one of those
copies by certified mail or an electronic copy to the secretary of state before the close of business on
the day the board of elections receives the statement, addendum, or amended statement.

(3) Political action committees or political contributing entities that only contribute to a
county political party, contribute to campaign committees of candidates whose nomination or
election is to be submitted only to electors within a county, subdivision, or district, excluding
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candidates for member of the general assembly, and receive contributions or make expenditures in
connection with ballot questions or issues to be submitted only to electors within a county,
subdivision, or district shall file the statements prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code
with the board of elections in that county or in the county contained in whole or part within the
subdivision or district having a population greater than that of any other county contained in whole
or part within that subdivision or district, as the case may be.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(1)(e) of section 3517.106 of the Revised
Code with respect to state candidate funds, county political parties shall file the statements
prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board of elections of their respective
counties.

(B)(1) The official with whom petitions and other papers for nomination or election to public
office are filed shall furnish each candidate at the time of that filing a copy of sections 3517.01,
3517.08 to 3517.11, 3517.13 to 3547%9933517.991, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the Revised Code and
any other materials that the secretary of state may require. Each candidate receiving the materials
shall acknowledge their receipt in writing.

(2) On or before the tenth day before the dates on which statements are required to be filed
by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall notify every candidate subject to
the provisions of this section and sections 3517.10 and 3517.106 of the Revised Code of the
requirements and applicable penalties of those sections. The secretary of state shall notify all
candidates required to file those statements with the secretary of state's office either by certified
mail, or, if the secretary of state has record of an internet identifier of record associated with the
candidate, by ordinary mail and by that internet identifier of record. The board of elections of every
county shall notify by first class mail any candidate who has personally appeared at the office of the
board on or before the tenth day before the statements are required to be filed and signed a form, to
be provided by the secretary of state, attesting that the candidate has been notified of the candidate's
obligations under the campaign finance law. The board shall forward the completed form to the
secretary of state. The board shall notify all other candidates required to file those statements with it
either by certified mail, or, if the secretary of state has record of an internet identifier of record
associated with the candidate, by ordinary mail and by that internet identifier of record.

(3)(a) Any statement required to be filed under sections 3517.081 to 35+7344-3517.13 of the
Revised Code that is found to be incomplete or inaccurate by the officer to whom it is submitted
shall be accepted on a conditional basis, and the person who filed it shall be notified by certified
mail as to the incomplete or inaccurate nature of the statement. The secretary of state may examine
statements filed for candidates for the office of member of the general assembly and candidates for
the office of judge of a court of appeals for completeness and accuracy. The secretary of state shall
examine for completeness and accuracy statements that campaign committees of candidates for the
office of member of the general assembly and campaign committees of candidates for the office of
judge of a court of appeals file pursuant to division (E) or (J) of section 3517.106 of the Revised
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Code. If an officer at the board of elections where a statement filed for a candidate for the office of
member of the general assembly or for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals was
submitted finds the statement to be incomplete or inaccurate, the officer shall immediately notify the
secretary of state of its incomplete or inaccurate nature. If either an officer at the board of elections
or the secretary of state finds a statement filed for a candidate for the office of member of the
general assembly or for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals to be incomplete or
inaccurate, only the secretary of state shall send the notification as to the incomplete or inaccurate
nature of the statement.

Within twenty-one days after receipt of the notice, in the case of a pre-election statement, a
postelection statement, a monthly statement, an annual statement, or a semiannual statement
prescribed by section 3517.10, an annual statement prescribed by section 3517.101, or a statement
prescribed by division (B)(2)(b) or (C)(2)(b) of section 3517.105 or section 3517.107 of the Revised
Code, the recipient shall file an addendum, amendment, or other correction to the statement
providing the information necessary to complete or correct the statement. The secretary of state may
require that, in lieu of filing an addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement that is filed
by electronic means of transmission to the office of the secretary of state or a board of elections
pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, the recipient of the notice described in this
division file by electronic means of transmission an amended statement that incorporates the
information necessary to complete or correct the statement.

The secretary of state shall determine by rule when an addendum, amendment, or other
correction to any of the following or when an amended statement of any of the following shall be
filed:

(i) A two-business-day statement prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code;

(ii) A disclosure of electioneering communications statement prescribed by division (D) of
section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code;

(iii) A deposit and disbursement statement prescribed under division (B) of section
3517.1012 of the Revised Code;

(iv) A gift and disbursement statement prescribed under section 3517.1013 of the Revised
Code;

(v) A donation and disbursement statement prescribed under section 3517.1014 of the
Revised Code.

An addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement that is filed by electronic
means of transmission pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in the same
manner as the statement.

The provisions of sections 3517.10, 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, 3517.1013, and
3517.1014 of the Revised Code pertaining to the filing of statements of contributions and
expenditures, statements of independent expenditures, disclosure of electioneering communications
statements, deposit and disbursement statements, gift and disbursement statements, and donation and
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disbursement statements by electronic means of transmission apply to the filing of addenda,
amendments, or other corrections to those statements by electronic means of transmission and the
filing of amended statements by electronic means of transmission.

(b) Within five business days after the secretary of state receives, by electronic or other
means of transmission, an addendum, amendment, or other correction to a statement or an amended
statement under division (B)(3)(a) of this section, the secretary of state, pursuant to divisions (E) and
(G) of section 3517.106 or division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code, shall make the
contribution and expenditure, contribution and disbursement, deposit and disbursement, gift and
disbursement, or donation and disbursement information in that addendum, amendment, correction,
or amended statement available online to the public through the internet.

(4)(a) The secretary of state or the board of elections shall examine all statements for
compliance with sections 3517.08 to 354744-3517.13 of the Revised Code.

(b) The secretary of state may contract with an individual or entity not associated with the
secretary of state and experienced in interpreting the campaign finance law of this state to conduct
examinations of statements filed by any statewide candidate, as defined in section 3517.103 of the
Revised Code.

(c) The examination shall be conducted by a person or entity qualified to conduct it. The
results of the examination shall be available to the public, and, when the examination is conducted
by an individual or entity not associated with the secretary of state, the results of the examination
shall be reported to the secretary of state.

(C)(1) In the event of a failure to file or a late filing of a statement required to be filed under
sections 3517.081 to 354744-3517.13 of the Revised Code, or if a filed statement or any addendum,
amendment, or other correction to a statement or any amended statement, if an addendum,
amendment, or other correction or an amended statement is required to be filed, is incomplete or
inaccurate or appears to disclose a failure to comply with or a violation of law, the official whose
duty it is to examine the statement shall promptly file a complaint with—the—Ohio—elections
eommission-under section 35473453-3517.16 of the Revised Code if the law is ene-over-which-the
commission—has—jurisdietion—to—hear—complaintslisted in_division (A) of section 3517.15 of the
Revised Code, or the official shall promptly report the failure or violation to the board of elections
and the board shall promptly report it to the prosecuting attorney in accordance with division (J) of

section 3501.11 of the Revised Code. H-the-official-files—a—complaint-with-the-commission—the

(2) For purposes of division (C)(1) of this section, a statement or an addendum, amendment,
or other correction to a statement or an amended statement required to be filed under sections
3517.081 to 354714-3517.13 of the Revised Code is incomplete or inaccurate under this section if
the statement, addendum, amendment, other correction, or amended statement fails to disclose
substantially all contributions, gifts, or donations that are received or deposits that are made that are
required to be reported under sections 3517.10, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.1011, 3517.1012,
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3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code or if the statement, addendum, amendment, other
correction, or amended statement fails to disclose at least ninety per cent of the total contributions,
gifts, or donations received or deposits made or of the total expenditures or disbursements made
during the reporting period.

(D) No certificate of nomination or election shall be issued to a person, and no person
elected to an office shall enter upon the performance of the duties of that office, until that person or
that person's campaign committee, as appropriate, has fully complied with this section and sections
3517.08, 3517.081, 3517.10, and 3517.13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.121. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Revised Code:

(A) As used in this section:

(1) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning as in section 3517.1011 of the
Revised Code.

(2) "Foreign national" means any of the following, as applicable:

(a) In the case of an individual, an individual who is not a United States citizen or national;

(b) A government of a foreign country or of a political subdivision of a foreign country;

(c) A foreign political party;

(d) A person, other than an individual, that is organized under the laws of, or has its principal
place of business in, a foreign country.

(B) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly through any person or entity, do any of
the following:

(1) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or opposition
to a candidate for any clective office in this state, including an office of a political party;

(2) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or opposition
to a statewide ballot issue or question, regardless of whether the ballot issue or question has yet been
certified to appear on the ballot;

(3) Make a disbursement for the direct cost of producing or airing an electioneering
communication;

(4) Make a contribution to a candidate, campaign committee, political action committee,
political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, or
separate segregated fund, to any committee created to support or oppose a ballot issue or question,
or, to the maximum extent permitted by law and by the constitutions of the United States and of this
state, to a continuing association;

(5) Promise, either expressly or implicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, independent
expenditure, or disbursement described in division (B)(1), (2), (3), or (4) of this section.

(C) No individual, candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, political
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, separate
segregated fund, or committee created to support or oppose a ballot issue or question and, to the
maximum extent permitted by law and by the constitutions of the United States and of this state, no
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continuing association shall, directly or indirectly through any other person or entity, knowingly do
either of the following:

(1) Solicit, accept, or receive any funds from a foreign national for any purpose described in
division (B) of this section;

(2) Make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure using any funds the person
knows were received from a foreign national for any purpose described in division (B) of this
section.

(D) No person shall knowingly aid or facilitate a violation of division (B) or (C) of this
section.

(E) Any complaint that alleges a violation of division (W) of section 3517.13 of the Revised
Code shall be treated as instead alleging a violation of this section.

(F)(1) Whoever knowingly violates division (B) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree on a first offense and is guilty of a felony of the fifth degree on a second or
subsequent offense. The violator also shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount
involved in the violation or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater.

(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (C) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree on a first offense and is guilty of a felony of the fifth degree on a second or
subsequent offense. The violator also shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount
involved in the violation or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater, and shall be required
to return the total amount accepted in violation of that division to the foreign national from whom it
was accepted.

(3) Whoever knowingly violates division (D) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree and shall be fined one thousand dollars.

(G)(1)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (G)(1)(b) of this section, the attorney
general has exclusive authority to prosecute a violation of this section and has exclusive supervision
and control of all investigations, prosecutions, and enforcement proceedings under this section.

(b) If the attorney general is a victim or witness or otherwise involved in an alleged violation
of this section, the attorney general shall refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor, as
determined under division (A2)3(C) of section 35+7155-3517.17 of the Revised Code, except that
if applicable, the attorney general shall make the determination described in division (A}2)b}(B)
(2) of that section instead of the Ohio eleetions-clection integrity commission.

(2) Upon the occurrence of either of the following, the attorney general shall investigate an
alleged violation of this section in consultation with the secretary of state:

(a) The submission of a written request to the attorney general by the governor, the secretary
of state, the general assembly, or the Ohio eleetions—¢lection integrity commission, alleging a
violation of this section;

(b) The filing of a complaint with the attorney general by an elector of this state, alleging a
violation of this section.
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(3) If it appears to the attorney general, after conducting an investigation under division (G)
(2) of this section, that there is probable cause to believe that a violation of this section has occurred,
the attorney general may prosecute the violation in a court of competent jurisdiction.

(H) When proceeding under this section, the attorney general and any assistant or special
counsel designated by the attorney general for that purpose have all the rights, privileges, and
powers conferred by law on prosecuting attorneys, including the power to appear before grand juries
and to interrogate witnesses before such grand juries. These powers of the attorney general are in
addition to any other applicable powers of the attorney general.

Sec. 3517.13. (A)(1) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall fail to file a
complete and accurate statement required under division (A)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(2) No campaign committee of a statewide candidate shall fail to file a complete and
accurate monthly statement, and no campaign committee of a statewide candidate or a candidate for
the office of chief justice or justice of the supreme court shall fail to file a complete and accurate
two-business-day statement, as required under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "statewide candidate" has the same meaning as in division (F)(2) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(B) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required
under division (A)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(C) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required
under division (A)(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(D) No campaign committee shall fail to file a complete and accurate statement required
under division (A)(3) or (4) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(E) No person other than a campaign committee shall knowingly fail to file a statement
required under section 3517.10 or 3517.107 of the Revised Code.

(F) No person shall make cash contributions to any person totaling more than one hundred
dollars in each primary, special, or general election.

(G)(1) No person shall knowingly conceal or misrepresent contributions given or received,
expenditures made, or any other information required to be reported by a provision in sections
3517.08 to 3517.13 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) No person shall make a contribution to a campaign committee, political action
committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, political party, or person making
disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing electioneering communications in the
name of another person.

(b) A person does not make a contribution in the name of another when ecither of the
following applies:

(i) An individual makes a contribution from a partnership or other unincorporated business
account, if the contribution is reported by listing both the name of the partnership or other
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unincorporated business and the name of the partner or owner making the contribution as required
under division (I) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(ii) A person makes a contribution in that person's spouse's name or in both of their names.

(H) No person within this state, publishing a newspaper or other periodical, shall charge a
campaign committee for political advertising a rate in excess of the rate such person would charge if
the campaign committee were a general rate advertiser whose advertising was directed to promoting
its business within the same area as that encompassed by the particular office that the candidate of
the campaign committee is seeking. The rate shall take into account the amount of space used, as
well as the type of advertising copy submitted by or on behalf of the campaign committee. All
discount privileges otherwise offered by a newspaper or periodical to general rate advertisers shall
be available upon equal terms to all campaign committees.

No person within this state, operating a radio or television station or network of stations in
this state, shall charge a campaign committee for political broadcasts a rate that exceeds:

(1) During the forty-five days preceding the date of a primary election and during the sixty
days preceding the date of a general or special election in which the candidate of the campaign
committee is seeking office, the lowest unit charge of the station for the same class and amount of
time for the same period;

(2) At any other time, the charges made for comparable use of that station by its other users.

(I) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M), and (N) of this section, no agency or department of this
state or any political subdivision shall award any contract, other than one let by competitive bidding
or a contract incidental to such contract or which is by force account, for the purchase of goods
costing more than five hundred dollars or services costing more than five hundred dollars to any
individual, partnership, association, including, without limitation, a professional association
organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or trust if the individual has made or the
individual's spouse has made, or any partner, shareholder, administrator, executor, or trustee or the
spouse of any of them has made, as an individual, within the two previous calendar years, one or
more contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the holder of the public office
having ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract or to the public officer's campaign
committee.

(J) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M), and (N) of this section, no agency or department of this
state or any political subdivision shall award any contract, other than one let by competitive bidding
or a contract incidental to such contract or which is by force account, for the purchase of goods
costing more than five hundred dollars or services costing more than five hundred dollars to a
corporation or business trust, except a professional association organized under Chapter 1785. of the
Revised Code, if an owner of more than twenty per cent of the corporation or business trust or the
spouse of that person has made, as an individual, within the two previous calendar years, taking into
consideration only owners for all of that period, one or more contributions totaling in excess of one
thousand dollars to the holder of a public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of the
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contract or to the public officer's campaign committee.

(K) For purposes of divisions (1) and (J) of this section, if a public officer who is responsible
for the award of a contract is appointed by the governor, whether or not the appointment is subject to
the advice and consent of the senate, excluding members of boards, commissions, committees,
authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the
governor, the office of the governor is considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the
contract.

(L) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if a public officer who is responsible
for the award of a contract is appointed by the elected chief executive officer of a municipal
corporation, or appointed by the elected chief executive officer of a county operating under an
alternative form of county government or county charter, excluding members of boards,
commissions, committees, authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such
entities appointed by the chief executive officer, the office of the chief executive officer is
considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract.

(M)(1) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to contracts awarded by the board of
commissioners of the sinking fund, municipal legislative authorities, boards of education, boards of
county commissioners, boards of township trustees, or other boards, commissions, committees,
authorities, councils, boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities created by law, by the
supreme court or courts of appeals, by county courts consisting of more than one judge, courts of
common pleas consisting of more than one judge, or municipal courts consisting of more than one
judge, or by a division of any court if the division consists of more than one judge. This division
shall apply to the specified entity only if the members of the entity act collectively in the award of a
contract for goods or services.

(2) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to actions of the controlling board.

(N)(1) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section apply to contributions made to the holder of a
public office having ultimate responsibility for the award of a contract, or to the public officer's
campaign committee, during the time the person holds the office and during any time such person
was a candidate for the office. Those divisions do not apply to contributions made to, or to the
campaign committee of, a candidate for or holder of the office other than the holder of the office at
the time of the award of the contract.

(2) Divisions (I) and (J) of this section do not apply to contributions of a partner,
sharcholder, administrator, executor, trustee, or owner of more than twenty per cent of a corporation
or business trust made before the person held any of those positions or after the person ceased to
hold any of those positions in the partnership, association, estate, trust, corporation, or business trust
whose eligibility to be awarded a contract is being determined, nor to contributions of the person's
spouse made before the person held any of those positions, after the person ceased to hold any of
those positions, before the two were married, after the granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution of
marriage, or annulment, or after the granting of an order in an action brought solely for legal
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separation. Those divisions do not apply to contributions of the spouse of an individual whose
eligibility to be awarded a contract is being determined made before the two were married, after the
granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment, or after the granting of an
order in an action brought solely for legal separation.

(O) No beneficiary of a campaign fund or other person shall convert for personal use, and no
person shall knowingly give to a beneficiary of a campaign fund or any other person, for the
beneficiary's or any other person's personal use, anything of value from the beneficiary's campaign
fund, including, without limitation, payments to a beneficiary for services the beneficiary personally
performs, except as reimbursement for any of the following:

(1) Legitimate and verifiable prior campaign expenses incurred by the beneficiary;

(2) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses incurred by the
beneficiary in connection with duties as the holder of a public office, including, without limitation,
expenses incurred through participation in nonpartisan or bipartisan events if the participation of the
holder of a public office would normally be expected;

(3) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses incurred by the
beneficiary while doing any of the following:

(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to a candidate other than the
beneficiary, political party, or ballot issue;

(b) Raising funds for a political party, political action committee, political contributing
entity, legislative campaign fund, campaign committee, or other candidate;

(c) Participating in the activities of a political party, political action committee, political
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee;

(d) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred whenever a beneficiary has either made
payment or is obligated to make payment, as by the use of a credit card or other credit procedure or
by the use of goods or services received on account.

(P) No beneficiary of a campaign fund shall knowingly accept, and no person shall
knowingly give to the beneficiary of a campaign fund, reimbursement for an expense under division
(O) of this section to the extent that the expense previously was reimbursed or paid from another
source of funds. If an expense is reimbursed under division (O) of this section and is later paid or
reimbursed, wholly or in part, from another source of funds, the beneficiary shall repay the
reimbursement received under division (O) of this section to the extent of the payment made or
reimbursement received from the other source.

(Q) No candidate or public official or employee shall accept for personal or business use
anything of value from a political party, political action committee, political contributing entity,
legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee other than the candidate's or public official's or
employee's own campaign committee, and no person shall knowingly give to a candidate or public
official or employee anything of value from a political party, political action committee, political
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contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or such a campaign committee, except for the
following:

(1) Reimbursement for legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior expenses not
otherwise prohibited by law incurred by the candidate or public official or employee while engaged
in any legitimate activity of the political party, political action committee, political contributing
entity, legislative campaign fund, or such campaign committee. Without limitation, reimbursable
expenses under this division include those incurred while doing any of the following;:

(a) Engaging in activities in support of or opposition to another candidate, political party, or
ballot issue;

(b) Raising funds for a political party, legislative campaign fund, campaign committee, or
another candidate;

(c) Attending a political party convention or other political meeting.

(2) Compensation not otherwise prohibited by law for actual and valuable personal services
rendered under a written contract to the political party, political action committee, political
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or such campaign committee for any legitimate
activity of the political party, political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative
campaign fund, or such campaign committee.

Reimbursable expenses under this division do not include, and it is a violation of this
division for a candidate or public official or employee to accept, or for any person to knowingly give
to a candidate or public official or employee from a political party, political action committee,
political contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee other than the
candidate's or public official's or employee's own campaign committee, anything of value for
activities primarily related to the candidate's or public official's or employee's own campaign for
election, except for contributions to the candidate's or public official's or employee's campaign
committee.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred whenever a candidate or public official
or employee has either made payment or is obligated to make payment, as by the use of a credit card
or other credit procedure, or by the use of goods or services on account.

(R)(1) Division (O) or (P) of this section does not prohibit a campaign committee from
making direct advance or post payment from contributions to vendors for goods and services for
which reimbursement is permitted under division (O) of this section, except that no campaign
committee shall pay its candidate or other beneficiary for services personally performed by the
candidate or other beneficiary.

(2) If any expense that may be reimbursed under division (O), (P), or (Q) of this section is
part of other expenses that may not be paid or reimbursed, the separation of the two types of
expenses for the purpose of allocating for payment or reimbursement those expenses that may be
paid or reimbursed may be by any reasonable accounting method, considering all of the surrounding
circumstances.
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(3) For purposes of divisions (O), (P), and (Q) of this section, mileage allowance at a rate not
greater than that allowed by the internal revenue service at the time the travel occurs may be paid
instead of reimbursement for actual travel expenses allowable.

(S)(1) As used in division (S) of this section:

(a) "State elective office”" has the same meaning as in section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(b) "Federal office" means a federal office as defined in the Federal Election Campaign Act.

(c) "Federal campaign committee" means a principal campaign committee or authorized
committee as defined in the Federal Election Campaign Act.

(2) No person who is a candidate for state elective office and who previously sought
nomination or election to a federal office shall transfer any funds or assets from that person's federal
campaign committeec for nomination or election to the federal office to that person's campaign
committee as a candidate for state elective office.

(3) No campaign committee of a person who is a candidate for state elective office and who
previously sought nomination or election to a federal office shall accept any funds or assets from
that person's federal campaign committee for that person's nomination or election to the federal
office.

(T)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(6)(c) of section 3517.102 of the Revised
Code, a state or county political party shall not disburse moneys from any account other than a state
candidate fund to make contributions to any of the following:

(a) A state candidate fund;

(b) A legislative campaign fund,

(c) A campaign committee of a candidate for the office of governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, member-of-the-state-board-of
edueation;-or member of the general assembly.

(2) No state candidate fund, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee of a
candidate for any office described in division (T)(1)(c) of this section shall knowingly accept a
contribution in violation of division (T)(1) of this section.

(U) No person shall fail to file a statement required under section 3517.12 of the Revised
Code.

(V) No campaign committee shall fail to file a statement required under division (K)(3) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(W)(1) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly through any other person or entity,
make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or promise, cither expressly or
implicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in support of or
opposition to a candidate for any elective office in this state, including an office of a political party.

(2) No candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, political contributing
entity, legislative campaign fund, state candidate fund, political party, or separate segregated fund
shall solicit or accept a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure from a foreign
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national. The secretary of state may direct any candidate, committee, entity, fund, or party that
accepts a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure in violation of this division to return
the contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or, if it is not possible to return the
contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure, then to return instead the value of it, to the
contributor.

(3) As used in division (W) of this section, "foreign national" has the same meaning as in
section 441¢(b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

(X)(1) No state or county political party shall transfer any moneys from its restricted fund to
any account of the political party into which contributions may be made or from which contributions
or expenditures may be made.

(2)(a) No state or county political party shall deposit a contribution or contributions that it
receives into its restricted fund.

(b) No state or county political party shall make a contribution or an expenditure from its
restricted fund.

(3)(a) No corporation or labor organization shall make a gift or gifts from the corporation's
or labor organization's money or property aggregating more than ten thousand dollars to any one
state or county political party for the party's restricted fund in a calendar year.

(b) No state or county political party shall accept a gift or gifts for the party's restricted fund
aggregating more than ten thousand dollars from any one corporation or labor organization in a
calendar year.

(4) No state or county political party shall transfer any moneys in the party's restricted fund
to any other state or county political party.

(5) No state or county political party shall knowingly fail to file a statement required under
section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(Y) The administrator of workers' compensation and the employees of the bureau of workers'
compensation shall not conduct any business with or award any contract, other than one awarded by
competitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing more than five hundred dollars or services
costing more than five hundred dollars to any individual, partnership, association, including, without
limitation, a professional association organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or
trust, if the individual has made, or the individual's spouse has made, or any partner, shareholder,
administrator, executor, or trustee, or the spouses of any of those individuals has made, as an
individual, within the two previous calendar years, one or more contributions totaling in excess of
one thousand dollars to the campaign committee of the governor or lieutenant governor or to the
campaign committee of any candidate for the office of governor or lieutenant governor.

(Z) The administrator of workers' compensation and the employees of the bureau of workers'
compensation shall not conduct business with or award any contract, other than one awarded by
competitive bidding, for the purchase of goods costing more than five hundred dollars or services
costing more than five hundred dollars to a corporation or business trust, except a professional
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association organized under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, if an owner of more than twenty per
cent of the corporation or business trust, or the spouse of the owner, has made, as an individual,
within the two previous calendar years, taking into consideration only owners for all of such period,
one or more contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the campaign committee of
the governor or lieutenant governor or to the campaign committee of any candidate for the office of
governor or lieutenant governor.

Sec. 3547452 3517.14. (A)(1) There is hereby-ereated-in the office of the secretary of state
the Ohio eleetions-¢lection integrity commission, consisting of seven-the following five members:

(a) A chairperson appointed by the secretary of state;

(b) One member appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(c) One member appointed by the minority leader of the house of representatives;

(d) One member appointed by the president of the senate;

(e) One member appointed by the senate minority leader.
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feasible:
6y Members-and-alternates-(2)(a) Subject to division (A)(2)(b) of this section, each member
of the commission shall be a registered-eleetors—and-shall-be-of good-meral-character_elector to

whom at least one of the following applies:

(i) The person is an attorney in good standing before the supreme court of Ohio,
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(ii) The person has at least four years of work experience in election administration.

(b) At all times, at least three members of the commission shall be attorneys in good
standing before the supreme court of Ohio. If, at any time that multiple appointments to the
commission are made simultancously, too few of the intended appointces are attorneys, the
following appointing officials shall have priority in selecting their preferred appointees who are not
attorneys, in the order stated, and the appointing officials with lower priority shall select appointees
who are attorneys: the secretary of state, the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of
the senate, the senate minority leader, and the house minority leader.

(3) The members of the commission appointed under divisions (A)(1)(a). (c). and (d) of this
section shall serve initial terms of four years beginning on January 1, 2026, and the members
appointed under divisions (A)(1)(b) and (e) of this section shall serve initial terms of two vears
beginning on January 1, 2026. Thereafter, all terms shall be four years.

(B) Each member and-alternate-of the Ohie-eleetions-commission shall hold office from the
date of the member's appointment until the end of the term for which the member was appointed. A

member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the
member's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remainder of that term. A member
shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of the member's term until the member's
successor takes office or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first.-Afterthe

removal under division (I) of this section. Any vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as for the
original appointment.
(D) Each member of the Ohie—eleetions—commission while in the performance of the

business of the commission shall be entitled to receive compensation at the rate of twenty-five

thousand dollars per year. Members shall be reimbursed for expenses actually and necessarily
incurred in the performance of their duties.

Cach—_alternate—of the—Ohio—eleg
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the-ulternate’s-duties:
(E) No member of the Ohio-eleetions-commission shall serve for more than-ene-full-term
unless-the-terms-served-are-served-nonconsecutively two successive terms of four years. Terms are

considered successive unless separated by a period of at least four years. In determining a person's
eligibility to be a member of the commission, all of the following apply:

(1) Time spent as a member in _fulfillment of a term to which another person was first
appointed shall not be considered. provided that a period of at least four years has passed between

the time, if any, when the person previously was a member and the time the person is appointed to
fulfill the unexpired term.

(2) A person who is appointed to serve a full term and resigns before completing the term is
considered to have served the full term.

(3) A two year term served under division (A)(3) of this section is considered a full term of
four years.

(F)(1) No member eralternate-of the Ohio eleetions-election integrity commission shall do
or be any of the following:

(a) Hold, or be a candidate for, a public office;

(b) Serve on a committee supporting or opposing a candidate or ballot question or issue;

(c) Be an officer of the state central committee, a county central committee, or a district,
city, township, or other committee of a political party or an officer of the executive committee of the
state central committee, a county central committee, or a district, city, township, or other committee
of a political party;

(d) Be a legislative agent as defined in section 101.70 of the Revised Code or an executive
agency lobbyist as defined in section 121.60 of the Revised Code;

(e) Solicit or be involved in soliciting contributions on behalf of a candidate, campaign
committee, political party, political action committee, or political contributing entity;

(f) Be in the unclassified service under section 124.11 of the Revised Code;

(g) Be a person or employee who is excluded from the definition of public employee
pursuant to division (C) of section 4117.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) No member;-alternate—or-employee of the commission shall make a contribution to, or
for the benefit of, a campaign committee or committee in support of or opposition to a ballot
question or issue, a political party, a legislative campaign fund, a political action committee, or a
political contributing entity.

(G)1)
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)>-The commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson or upon the written request of a
majority of the members. The meetings and hearings of the commission er—a—panel—ef—the
eommission—under sections 3547153—+te-3517157-3517.15 to 3517.18 of the Revised Code are
subject to section 121.22 of the Revised Code.

3(2) The commission shall adopt rules for its procedures in accordance with Chapter 119.
of the Revised Code. Eive-Four of the seven-five members constitute a quorum. Except as otherwise
provided in this section and in sections 35473454-t0-3547457-3517.15 to 3517.18 of the Revised
Code, no action shall be taken without the concurrence of a majority of the members.

GH-(H) The Ohio-elections—connmission secretary of state shall employ the technical,
professional, and clerical employees that are necessary for #-the commission to carry out its duties,

and the attorney general shall provide legal counsel to the commission upon the commission's

request.

0 A

operation—of-the-Ohio-elections—eommission-(1)(1) The secretary of state, the speaker or minority
leader of the house of representatives, or the president or minority leader of the senate may file a
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complaint in the supreme court of Ohio, seeking the removal of a member of the commission on any
of the following grounds:
a) That the member does not meet the a

licable requirements of division (A)(2) of this

section;
(b) That the member has violated division (F) of this section;

(c) That the member has been absent from three or more mectings of the commission in a

calendar year;
(d) That the member is guilty of misconduct in office, as described in section 3.07 of the

Revised Code.

(2) The court shall hear a complaint filed with it under division (I)(1) of this section on an
expedited basis. If the court determines that the charges in the complaint are true, the court shall
order the member removed from the commission, and the seat shall be considered vacant.

Sec. 3547453 3517.15. (A)—bpon—the—tiing—ola—comphiintwith—the—Ohio—elections

-----------
B - 3 11O 2, =y

Wiy

€-(A)(1) No prosecution shall commence for a violation of a provision in sections 145.054,
742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, 3517.08 to 3517.12, 3517.13, 354734-3547148,-3517.20 to 3517.22,

3599.03, ©£-3599.031, or 5505.045 of the Revised Code unless a complaint has been filed with the
eonnmission-sccretary of state under this-section 3517.16 of the Revised Code and all proceedings ef

he-commission-oiapanel-ofthe-commi ', AS-APPHOPFI e5 under sections 3547154+te-3517157
3517.16 to 3517.18 of the Revised Code are completed.

)-(2) A complaint may be filed with the secretary of state under section 3517.16 of the
Revised Code for a violation of a provision in sections 3501.35, 3599.13, 3599.14, or 3599.21,
division (A) of section 3599.11, or division (A)(1) or (2) of section 3599.12 of the Revised Code that
occurs on or after the effective date of this amendment. A prosecution may commence for a
violation of such a provision at any time before or after a complaint has been filed with the secretary
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of state under section 3517.16 of the Revised Code.
(B)(1) The Ohio clection integrity commission shall hear all matters referred to the
commission by the secretary of state under division (E)(3) of section 3517.16 of the Revised Code.
(2) The commission may recommend legislation and render advisory opinions concerning

RELS A2 092, 402 SHO3- : . RN :
3517-22-3599.03 —and-3599-031-the provisions of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of this
section for persons over whose acts #-the commission has or may have jurisdiction. When the
commission renders an advisory opinion relating to a specific set of circumstances involving any of
those sections stating that there is no violation of a provision in those sections, the person to whom
the opinion is directed or a person who is similarly situated may reasonably rely on the opinion and
is immune from criminal prosecution and a civil action, including, without limitation, a civil action
for removal from public office or employment, based on facts and circumstances covered by the
opinion. An advisory opinion issued by the Ohio elections commission that is in effect as of the
effective date of this amendment is considered an advisory opinion of the Ohio election integrity
commission, unless and until the Ohio election integrity commission amends or rescinds the
advisory opinion.
{F+

(C) The secretary of state and the boards of elections shall furnish the information that the

commission requests. The commission or a member of the commission may administer oaths, and
the commission may issue subpoenas to any person in the state compelling the attendance of
witnesses and the production of relevant papers, books, accounts, and reports. Section 101.42 of the
Revised Code governs the issuance of subpoenas insofar as applicable. Upon the refusal of any
person to obey a subpoena or to be sworn or to answer as a witness, the commission may apply to
the court of common pleas of Franklin county under section 2705.03 of the Revised Code. The court
shall hold proceedings in accordance with Chapter 2705. of the Revised Code.

(D) The Ohio election integrity commission shall establish a web site on which it shall post,
at a minimum, all decisions and advisory opinions issued by the commission, all decisions and
advisory opinions issued by the Ohio elections commission before the effective date of this
amendment, and copies of each election law as it is amended by the general assembly. The Ohio
election integrity commission shall update the web site regularly to reflect any changes to those
decisions and advisory opinions and any new decisions and advisory opinions.

Sec. 3547154 3517.16.

OFR
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-(A)(1) Any person who has personal knowledge of a violation of a provision of the
Revised Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.15 of the Revised Code may file a complaint
with the secretary of state, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed under penalty of
perjury.

(2) An official at a board of clections may file a complaint with the secretary of state, on a
form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed under penalty of perjury, alleging a violation of
a provision of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.15 of the Revised Code.

(3) The election integrity unit of the office of the secretary of state may initiate a complaint
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alleging a violation of a provision of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of section 3517.16 of
the Revised Code.

(B)(1) Subject to division (F) of this section, the election integrity unit shall review each
complaint filed with the secretary of state under division (A)(1) or (2) of this section. If the
complaint does not allege a violation of a provision of the Revised Code listed in division (A) of
section 3517.15 of the Revised Code or, in the case of a complaint filed under division (A)(1) of this

section, is not based on personal knowledge, the secretary of state shall dismiss the complaint.
Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, a dismissal under this division is

without prejudice.
(2) After a complaint is dismissed under division (B)(1) of this section on the ground that the

complaint is not based on personal knowledge, if the same person files another complaint alleging
the same or a substantially similar violation and the complaint is not based on personal knowledge,
the secretary of state shall dismiss the complaint with prejudice.

(3) If the complaint is not dismissed under division (B)(1) or (2) of this section, the election
integrity unit shall investigate the complaint.

(C) Subject to division (F) of this section, the election integrity unit shall draft a report to the
secretary of state concerning each complaint filed under division (A) of this section that is not

dismissed under division (B) of this section. The report shall recommend that the secretary of state
make a particular finding and, if applicable, impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution, in
accordance with section 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(D) The atterney-clection integrity unit may join two or more complaints if the atterney-unit
determines that the allegations in each complaint are of the same or similar character, are based on

the same act or failure to act, or are based on two or more acts or failures to act constituting parts of
a common scheme or plan. If one complaint contains two or more allegations, the atterney-unit may
separate the allegations if they are not of the same or similar character, if they are not based on the
same act or failure to act, or if they are not based on two or more acts or failures to act constituting

parts of a common scheme or plan. If the atterney-unit separates the allegations in a complaint, the
atterney-unit may make separate recommendations under division A}2-er3)(C) of this section
for each allegation.
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Upon receiving the recommendation of the election integrity unit under division (C) of this section,
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the secretary of state shall review the report and recommendation and shall do one of the following:
(a) Refer the matter back to the unit for further investigation and a revised recommendation

under division (C) of this section;

(b) Make a finding in accordance with section 3517.17 of the Revised Code, and, if
applicable, impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution.

(2) The secretary of state shall serve notice of the secretary of state's decision under division

(E)(1)(b) of this section on the person who is alleged to have committed the violation in accordance
with section 119.05 of the Revised Code.

(3) If, within fourteen days after service of the notice is complete under section 119.05 of the
Revised Code, the person objects to the secretary of state's decision, the secretary of state shall not
impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution, and immediately shall refer the matter to the Ohio
election integrity commission for its determination under section 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(4) If the person does not object to the secretary of state's decision within fourteen days after
receiving the notice, the secretary of state's decision is final and, if applicable, the secretary of state
shall impose a fine or refer the matter for prosecution as determined under division (E)(1)(b) of this
section.

(F)(1) If any of the following apply to a complaint, the secretary of state shall proceed under
division (F)(2) of this section:

(a) The secretary of state is a party to the complaint.

(b) A candidate for an office for which the secretary of state is also a candidate is a party to
the complaint or is otherwise involved in the complaint.

(c) The complaint involves a contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure made to
advocate the election or defeat of the secretary of state or a candidate for an office for which the
secretary of state is also a candidate.

(d) The secretary of state determines that the secretary of state otherwise has a conflict of
interest with respect to the complaint or that the secretary of state should proceed under division (F)
(2) of this section to avoid any appearance of impropriety.

(2) Notwithstanding_any contrary provision of divisions (B) to (E) of this section, when
division (F)(1) of this section applies to a complaint, the secretary of state shall request the attorney
general to designate one or more persons to fulfill the duties of the election integrity unit described
in divisions (B) to (D) of this section. The attorney general shall designate those persons and shall
fulfill the duties of the secretary of state under divisions (B) to (D) of this section.

Sec. 3537155 3517.17. (A)(1) Exeept—as—otherwise—provided—in—division—{B)—of—this
seetionUpon the referral of a matter for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section 3517.16 of the
Revised Code, the Ohio eleetiens—clection integrity commission shall held-its—first-hearing—on—a
appoint an attorney in good standing before the supreme court of Ohio to review and hear the
complaint filed-in accordance with it—ether-than-a—complaint-that-receives—an—expedited—heati
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filedChapter 119. of the Revised Code. At-the-hearing—the-commissien-The attorney shall draft a

report and recommend that the commission make a finding and, if applicable, impose a fine or refer
the matter for prosecution, in accordance with division (B) of this section.

(2) All hearings conducted by the attorney with respect to the matter, and all meetings of the
commission with respect to the matter, shall be conducted in person, except that the person who is
alleged to have committed the violation may choose for the person, the person's legal counsel, or

both to appear at any hearing or meeting with respect to the matter by means of video conference.
(3) Upon receiving the recommendation of the attorney under division (A)(1) of this section,

the commission shall review the report and recommendation and shall do one of the following:

(a) Refer the matter back to the attorney for further investigation and a revised
recommendation under division (A)(1) of this section;

(b) Make a finding in accordance with division (B) of this section and, if applicable, impose
a fine or refer the matter for prosecution.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(S) of this section, the commission shall act
under division (A)(3)(b) of this section not later than one hundred eighty days after the matter is
referred to the commission for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section 3517.16 of the Revised
Code.

(5) If the matter is referred to the commission for a hearing under division (E)(3) of section
3517.16 of the Revised Code less than one hundred eighty days before an election and the matter
involves a candidate for nomination or election at the election or involves a ballot issue or question
that appears on the ballot at the election, then if practicable, the commission shall act under division
(A)(3)(b) of this section before the day of the election.

(B)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, the secretary of state

or the commission, as applicable, shall determine by a preponderance of the evidence whether or not
%he—f&i-lufe—te—ae%—eﬁ-the—a v1olat10n alleged in the—a complalnt has occurred and shall do only one of

matter-to-the-appropriate-preseeutorFind that no violation has occurred;

(b) Impese-Find that a violation has occurred and impose a fine under section 3517993
3517.171 of the Revised Code;

(c) Refer-Find that a significant violation has occurred or that repeated violations have
occurred and refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor;, as determined under division (C) of this
section.

(2) As—used-in-In the case of a complaint that alleges a violation of division (A) or (B) of
section 3517.21 or division (A) or (B) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state
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or the commission, as applicable, shall determine by clear and convincing evidence whether or not
the violation has occurred and shall do only one of the following:

(a) Find that no violation has occurred:

(b) Find that a violation has occurred and refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor, as
determined under division (C) of this section.

(C) For purposes of division (A)-(B) of this section, “the appropriate prosecutor™means-is a
prosecutor as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code and either of the following:

t@—(1) In the case of a—failure-to-eomply—with-er-a violation of law involving a campaign
committee or the committee's candidate, a political party, a legislative campaign fund, a political
action committee, or a political contributing entity, that is required to file a statement of
contributions and expenditures with the secretary of state under division (A) of section 3517.11 of
the Revised Code, the prosecutor of Franklin county;

Gb)—(__)_ln the case of &—fa-&lure—te—eemp-ly—w&h—er—a v101at10n of law 1nvolv1ng any other

eeﬁnmttee—er—pekﬂeal—eeﬁmbmmg—eﬂnaheﬁh%gerson, one of the followmg as determmed by the

secretary of state or the commission, as applicable:

(1) The prosecutor of Franklin county;

(i) The prosecutor of the county in which the candidacy or ballot question or issue, if
applicable, is submitted to the electors or, if it is submitted in more than one county, the most
populous of those counties;

(iii) The prosecutor of the county in which the person resides.
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g g OH anel-o : D) If the allegations
of the complamant are not proved and the sccrclag( of state or the comm1ss1on—takes—the—ee&en

no vnolatlon has occurred lhe secretary of state or the commlssmn-eF-a-p&nel-eil&he-eemm%ea— as

applicable, may find that the complaint is frivolous; and;-ifthe-commission-erpanel-se—finds—the
commission-shall-order the complainant to pay reasonable attomey s fees and to pay the costs of the

secretary of statc or the commission P =
comumission, as applicable. The costs paid te—the—eem-m—rssieﬂ—er—panel-under this d1v1s1on shall be
deposited into the Ohio eleetions-clection integrity commission fund.

Sec. 351—7—993 3517.171. %&see%ma—amheﬂzes—the—es&abhﬂﬁmm—ef—ﬁﬂes—th&t—may—be

éAa—gA)( 1) Except as otherw1se prov1ded in dawsaen—el;)(-zo)—dmsxons (A)(2) and ( D) of this
section3517-155-of the-Revised-Code, when section 3517.17 of the Revised Code authorizes the

imposition of an administrative fine, the secretary of state or the Ohio eleetions-election integrity

commission-, as apghcable, may impose an . admmlstratlve ﬁﬂes—undepdms*ea—(Aa(—l%b)-eﬁseeHen

M—Me—kewsed—@edef ne_for cach violation that does not cxcced thc
maximum fine a court could impose for the violation.

€©)H)-(2) When section 3517.17 of the Revised Code authorizes the imposition of an
administrative fine for a violation of a provision in sections 3501.35, 3599.13, 3599.14, or 3599.21,

division (A) of section 3599.11, or division (A)(1) or (2) of section 3599.12 of the Revised Code, the
secretary of state or the commission, as applicable, may impose an administrative fine of up to one
thousand dollars for each violation.

(B)(1) The secretary of state or the commission-, as applicable, shall consider any of the
following circumstances in determining whether to impose a maximum fine under division (A) of
this section:

(a) Whether the violator has been found guilty of any other violation of section 145.054,
742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, or 5505.045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code;

(b) Whether the violation was made knowingly or purposely;

(c) Whether any relevant statements, addenda, or affidavits required to be filed have not
been filed,;

(d) Whether the violator has any outstanding fines imposed for a violation of section
145.054, 742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, or 5505.045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code;
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(e) Whether the violation occurred during the course of a campaign.

(2) The sccretary of state or the commission—,_as applicable, shall consider any of the
following circumstances in determining whether to impose a minimal-lesser fine er-ne—fine-under
division (A) of this section:

(a) Whether the violator previously has not been found guilty of any other violation of
section 145.054, 742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073. or 5505.045 or Title XXXV of the Revised Code;

(b) Whether the violator has promptly corrected the violator's violation;

(c) Whether the nature and circumstances of the violation merit a minimum-lesser fine;

(d) Whether there are substantial grounds tending to excuse or justify the violation, although
failing to establish a defense to the violation;

(e) Whether the violation was not purposely committed.

(3) The circumstances set forth in divisions ¢€&3)~(B)(1) and (2) of this section shall be
considered by, but shall not control the decision of, the secretary of state or the commission-, as
applicable, in imposing a fine.

(D) Notwithstanding divisions (A), (B), and (C) of this section, when section 3517.17 of the

Revised Code authorizes the imposition of an administrative fine with respect to an act or failure to
act that occurred before the effective date of this section, the secretary of state or the commission, as

applicable, shall impose the fine authorized under the Revised Code and, if applicable, under the

rules of the Ohio elections commission, as they existed at the time of the violation.

(EX(1) Fines imposed by-the-eommission-under this section shall be paid-deposited into the
Ohio eleetions-clection integrity commission fund _created by section 111.29 of the Revised Code.

(2) The seccretary of state shall certify to the attorney general for collection under section
131.02 of the Revised Code the amount of any finec imposed by the secretary of state, by the Ohio
election integrity commission, or by the Ohio elections commission under this section or under a
former version of this section that is not paid within forty-five days after it is imposed.

Sec. 3547157 3517.18. (A) A complaint shall be filed with the Ohio-elections-commission
secretary of state under section 3517.16 of the Revised Code within two years after the occurrence
of the act or failure to act that is the subject of the complaint, except that if the act or failure to act
involves fraud, concealment, or misrepresentation and was not discovered during that two-year

period, a complaint may be filed within one year after discovery of such act or failure to act.
(B) Whoever files a complaint with the eemmission—secretary of state under section
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with-rules-adepted-by—the-commission—A party adversely affected by a final determination of the
commission, including the secretary of state, may appeal from the determination under section
119.12 of the Revised Code.

&(D) The members of the commission shall not do either of the following except at a
meeting of the commission subject to section 121.22 of the Revised Code:

(1) Discuss among themselves a complaint pending before the commission-er-a-panel-of-the
cOmInission;

(2) Discuss a complaint pending before the commission era-panel-ef-the-commission-with a
party to the complaint, an attorney representing a party to the complaint, or an investigatery-attorney
ofthe-commission appointed to hear the complaint.

Sec. 3517.20. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Political publication for or against a candidate" means a notice, placard, advertisement,
sample ballot, brochure, flyer, direct mailer, or other form of general publication that is designed to
promote the nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate.

(2) "Political publication for or against an issue" means a notice, placard, advertisement,
sample ballot, brochure, flyer, direct mailer, or other form of general publication that is designed to
promote the adoption or defeat of a ballot issue or question or to influence the voters in an election.

(3) "Public political advertising" means newspapers, magazines, outdoor advertising
facilities, direct mailings, or other similar types of general public political advertising, or flyers,
handbills, or other nonperiodical printed matter.

(4) "Statewide candidate" has the same meaning as in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Legislative candidate" means a candidate for the office of member of the general
assembly.

(6) "Local candidate" means a candidate for an elective office of a political subdivision of
this state.

(7) "Legislative campaign fund" has the same meaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised
Code.

(8) "Limited political action committee" means a political action committee of fewer than
ten members.

(9) "Limited political contributing entity" means a political contributing entity of fewer than
ten members.

(10) "Designated amount" means one hundred dollars in the case of a local candidate or a
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local ballot issue, two hundred fifty dollars in the case of a legislative candidate, or five hundred
dollars in the case of a statewide candidate or a statewide ballot issue.

(11) "To issue" includes to print, post, distribute, reproduce for distribution, or cause to be
issued, printed, posted, distributed, or reproduced for distribution.

(12) "Telephone bank" means more than five hundred telephone calls of an identical or
substantially similar nature within any thirty-day period, whether those telephone calls are made by
individual callers or by recording.

(B)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) of this section, no entity shall do any
of the following unless the name of the entity appears in a conspicuous place on or is contained or
included within the publication, communication, or telephone call:

(a) Issue a form of political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot
issue or question;

(b) Make an expenditure for the purpose of financing political communications in support of
or opposition to a candidate or a ballot issue or question through public political advertising;

(c) Utter or cause to be uttered, over the broadcasting facilities of any radio or television
station within this state, any communication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot
issue or question or any communication that is designed to influence the voters in an election;

(d) Conduct a telephone bank for the purpose of supporting or opposing a candidate or a
ballot issue or question or for the purpose of influencing the voters in an election.

(2) A limited political action committee or limited political contributing entity may do any of
the following without including its name in the publication or communication:

(a) Issue a form of political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a ballot
issue or question that does not cost in excess of the designated amount or that is not issued in
cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign
committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, a political action committec with ten or
more members, a political contributing entity with ten or more members, or a limited political action
committee or limited political contributing entity that spends in excess of the designated amount on
a related or the same or similar political publication in support of or opposition to a candidate or a
ballot issue or question;

(b) Make an expenditure that is not in excess of the designated amount in support of or
opposition to a candidate or a ballot issue or question or make an expenditure that is not made in
cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign
committee, a legislative campaign fund, a political party, a political action committee with ten or
more members, a political contributing entity with ten or more members, or a limited political action
committee or limited political contributing entity that spends in excess of the designated amount in
support of or opposition to the same candidate or a ballot issue or question, for the purpose of
financing political communications in support of or opposition to that candidate or a ballot issue or
question through public political advertising.
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(C) If more than one piece of printed matter or printed political communications are mailed
as a single packet, the requirements of division (B) of this section are met if one of the pieces of
printed matter or printed political communications in the packet contains the name of the
organization or entity that issues or is responsible for the printed matter or other printed political
communications.

(D) This section does not apply to the transmittal of personal correspondence that is not
reproduced by machine for general distribution.

(E) The secretary of state, by rule, may exempt from the requirements of this section, printed
matter and certain other kinds of printed communications such as campaign buttons, balloons,
pencils, or similar items, the size or nature of which makes it unreasonable to add an identification
or disclaimer.

(F) The disclaimer or identification described in division (B) of this section, when paid for
by a candidate, legislative campaign fund, or campaign committee, shall be identified by the words
"paid for by" followed by the name of the entity. The identification or disclaimer may use reasonable
abbreviations for common terms such as "committee."

The disclaimer "paid political advertisement” is not sufficient to meet the requirements of
this section.

(G)(1) No person operating a broadcast station or an organ of printed media shall broadcast
or print a paid political communication that does not contain the identification required by this
section.

(2) Division (B)(1)(c) of this section does not apply to any communications made on behalf
of a radio or television station or network by any employee of such radio or television station or
network while acting in the course of the employee's employment.

(H)(1) No candidate or entity shall use or cause to be used a false, fictitious, or fraudulent
name or address in the making or issuing of a publication or communication included within the
provisions of this section.

(2) No political action committee or political contributing entity shall use or cause to be
used, in the making or issuing of a publication or communication included within the provisions of
this section, a name or address that would lead a reasonable person to believe that the publication or
communication is made by or on behalf of a county political party, unless the political action
committee or political contributing eemmittee-cntity has obtained a written statement, signed by the
chairperson of the county political party's executive committee, granting the political action
committee or political contributing entity permission to act on behalf of or represent the county

political party.
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Sec. 3517.21. (A) No person, during the course of any campaign for nomination or election
to public office or office of a political party, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of
such campaign do any of the following:

(1) Serve, or place another person to serve, as an agent or employee in the election campaign
organization of a candidate for the purpose of acting to impede the conduct of the candidate's
campaign for nomination or election or of reporting information to the employee's employer or the
agent's principal without the knowledge of the candidate or the candidate's organization;

(2) Promise, offer, or give any valuable thing or valuable benefit to any person who is
employed by or is an agent of a candidate or a candidate's election campaign organization for the
purpose of influencing the employee or agent with respect to the improper discharge of the
employee's or agent's campaign duties or to obtain information about the candidate or the candidate's
campaign organization.

(B) No person, during the course of any campaign for nomination or election to public office
or office of a political party, by means of campaign materials, including sample ballots, an
advertisement on radio or television or in a newspaper or periodical, a public speech, press release,
or otherwise, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign do any of the
following:

(1) Use the title of an office not currently held by a candidate in a manner that implies that
the candidate does currently hold that office or use the term "re-elect" when the candidate has never
been elected at a primary, general, or special election to the office for which he or she is a candidate;

(2) Make a false statement concerning the formal schooling or training completed or
attempted by a candidate; a degree, diploma, certificate, scholarship, grant, award, prize, or honor
received, earned, or held by a candidate; or the period of time during which a candidate attended any
school, college, community technical school, or institution;

(3) Make a false statement concerning the professional, occupational, or vocational licenses
held by a candidate, or concerning any position the candidate held for which the candidate received
a salary or wages;

(4) Make a false statement that a candidate or public official has been indicted or convicted
of a theft offense, extortion, or other crime involving financial corruption or moral turpitude;

(5) Make a statement that a candidate has been indicted for any crime or has been the subject
of a finding by the Ohio elections commission, the secretary of state, or the Ohio election integrity

commission without disclosing the outcome of any legal proceedings resulting from the indictment
or finding;

(6) Make a false statement that a candidate or official has a record of treatment or
confinement for mental disorder;

(7) Make a false statement that a candidate or official has been subjected to military
discipline for criminal misconduct or dishonorably discharged from the armed services;

(8) Falsely identify the source of a statement, issue statements under the name of another
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person without authorization, or falsely state the endorsement of or opposition to a candidate by a
person or publication;

(9) Make a false statement concerning the voting record of a candidate or public official;

(10) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherwise disseminate a false statement
concerning a candidate, either knowing the same to be false or with reckless disregard of whether it
was false or not, if the statement is designed to promote the election, nomination, or defeat of the
candidate.

As used in this section, "voting record" means the recorded "yes" or "no" vote on a bill,

ordinance, resolution, motion, amendment, or confirmation,

Sec. 3517.22. (A) No person during the course of any campaign in advocacy of or in
opposition to the adoption of any proposition or issue submitted to the voters shall knowingly and
with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign do any of the following:

(1) Serve, or place another person to serve, as an agent or employee in the election campaign
organization of a committee which advocates or is in opposition to the adoption of any ballot
proposition or issue for the purpose of acting to impede the conduct of the campaign on the
proposition or issue or of reporting information to the employee's employer or the agent's principal
without the knowledge of the committee;

(2) Promise, offer, or give any valuable thing or valuable benefit to any person who is
employed by or is an agent of a committee in advocacy of or in opposition to the adoption of any
ballot proposition or issue, for the purpose of influencing the employee or agent with respect to the
improper discharge of the employee's or agent's campaign duties or to obtain information about the
committee's campaign organization.

(B) No person, during the course of any campaign in advocacy of or in opposition to the
adoption of any ballot proposition or issue, by means of campaign material, including sample
ballots, an advertisement on radio or television or in a newspaper or periodical, a public speech, a
press release, or otherwise, shall knowingly and with intent to affect the outcome of such campaign
do any of the following:

(1) Falsely identify the source of a statement, issue statements under the name of another
person without authorization, or falsely state the endorsement of or opposition to a ballot proposition
or issue by a person or publication;

(2) Post, publish, circulate, distribute, or otherwise disseminate, a false statement, either
knowing the same to be false or acting with reckless disregard of whether it was false or not, that is
designed to promote the adoption or defeat of any ballot proposition or issue.

altora ST ath Aty compencae-unde Aaclion—o 0
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Sec. 3517.23. The secretary of state shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revised Code that are necessary for the administration and enforcement of sections 3517.08 to
3517.13, 354%418,-3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the Revised Code and shall
provide each candidate, political action committee, political contributing entity, legislative campaign

fund, political party, and person making disbursements to pay the direct costs of producing or airing
electioneering communications with written instructions and explanations in order to ensure
compliance with sections 3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599.031 of the
Revised Code.

Scc. 3547902 3517.99. Fhis-section-establishes-penalties-onbywithrespectto-acts-orfathires

to-act-that-oecuron-and-after- August 241995 -Except as otherwise provided in section 3517.991 of
the Revised Code:

(A)(1) A candidate whose campaign committee violates division (A), (B), (C), (D), or (V) of
section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, or a treasurer of a campaign committee who violates any of
those divisions, shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(2) Whoever violates division (E) or (X)(5) of section 3517.13 or division (E)(1) of section
3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of
violation.

(B) An entity that violates division (G)(1) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be
fined not more than one hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(C) Whoever violates division (G)(2) of section 3517.101, division (G) of section 3517.13,
or division (E)(2) or (3) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than ten
thousand dollars or, if the offender is a person who was nominated or elected to public office, shall
forfeit the nomination or the office to which the offender was elected, or both.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not
more than three times the amount contributed.

(E) Whoever violates division (H) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not
more than one hundred dollars.

(F) Whoever violates division (O), (P), or (Q) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(G) A state or county committee of a political party that violates division (B)(1) of section
3517.18 of the Revised Code as that section existed before its repeal by H.B. 166 of the 133rd
general assembly shall be fined not more than twice the amount of the improper expenditure.

(H) An entity that violates division (H) of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be
fined not more than twice the amount of the improper expenditure or use.

(D(1) Any individual who violates division (B)(1) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code
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and knows that the contribution the individual makes violates that division shall be fined an amount
equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(2) Any political action committee that violates division (B)(2) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the
amount permitted by that division.

(3) Any campaign committee that violates division (B)(3) or (5) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the
amount permitted by that division.

(4)(a) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount transferred or contributed in
excess of the amount permitted by that division, as applicable.

(b) Any state political party, county political party, or state candidate fund of a state political
party or county political party that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code
shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the
amount permitted by that division, as applicable.

(c) Any political contributing entity that violates division (B)(7) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the
amount permitted by that division.

(5) Any political party that violates division (B)(4) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code
shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed in excess of the amount
permitted by that division.

(6) Notwithstanding divisions (I)(1), (2), (3), (4), and (5) of this section, no violation of
division (B) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer-parties-to-the-Ohio-elections-commission file a complaint under section 3517.16 of the Revised
Code, if the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the amount permitted by that division
meets either of the following conditions:

(a) It is completely refunded within five business days after it is accepted.

(b) It is completely refunded on or before the tenth business day after notification to the
recipient of the excess transfer or contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state that

a transfer or contribution in excess of the permitted amount has been received.

(NH(1) Any campaign committee that violates division (C)(1), (2), (3), or (6) of section
3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in
excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(2)(a) Any county political party that violates division (C)(4)(a)(ii) or (iii) of section
3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted.

(b) Any county political party that violates division (C)(4)(a)(i) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount from its state candidate fund equal to three times the amount
accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division.



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A.
1421

(c) Any state political party that violates division (C)(4)(b) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount from its state candidate fund equal to three times the amount
accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(3) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (C)(5) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in excess of the
amount permitted by that division.

(4) Any political action committee or political contributing entity that violates division (C)
(7) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the
amount accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(5) Notwithstanding divisions (J)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this section, no violation of division
(C) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not-referparties
te-the-Ohio-elections-commission file a complaint under section 3517.16 of the Revised Code, if the
amount transferred or contributed in excess of the amount permitted to be accepted by that division
meets either of the following conditions:

(a) It is completely refunded within five business days after its acceptance.

(b) It is completely refunded on or before the tenth business day after notification to the
recipient of the excess transfer or contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state that
a transfer or contribution in excess of the permitted amount has been received.

(K)(1) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (F)(1) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each day of violation.

(2) Any legislative campaign fund that violates division (F)(2) of section 3517.102 of the
Revised Code shall give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the credit of the
Ohio eleetions—clection integrity commission fund all excess contributions not disposed of as
required by division (E) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(L) Whoever violates section 3517.105 of the Revised Code shall be fined one thousand
dollars.

(M)(1) Whoever solicits a contribution in violation of section 3517.092 or violates division
(B) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever knowingly accepts a contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section
3517.092 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in

violation of either of those divisions and shall return to the contributor any amount so accepted.
Whoever unknowingly accepts a contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section 3517.092
of the Revised Code shall return to the contributor any amount so accepted.

(N) Whoever violates division (S) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
amount equal to three times the amount of funds transferred or three times the value of the assets
transferred in violation of that division.

(O) Any campaign committee that accepts a contribution or contributions in violation of
section 3517.108 of the Revised Code, uses a contribution in violation of that section, or fails to



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A.
1422

dispose of excess contributions in violation of that section shall be fined an amount equal to three
times the amount accepted, used, or kept in violation of that section.

(P) Any political party, state candidate fund, legislative candidate fund, or campaign
committee that violates division (T) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
amount equal to three times the amount contributed or accepted in violation of that section.

(Q) A treasurer of a committee or another person who violates division (U) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars.

(R) Whoever violates division (I) or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be
fined not more than one thousand dollars. Whenever a person is found guilty of violating division (I)
or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, the contract awarded in violation of either of those
divisions shall be rescinded if its terms have not yet been performed.

(S) A candidate whose campaign committee violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee
who violates section 3517.081 of the Revised Code, and a candidate whose campaign committee
violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee or another person who violates division (C) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars.

(T) A candidate whose campaign committee violates or a treasurer of a committee who
violates division (B) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code, or a candidate whose campaign
committee violates or a treasurer of a campaign committee or another person who violates division
(C) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars.

(U) Whoever violates section 3517.20 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than five
hundred dollars.

(V) Whoever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the Revised Code shall be imprisoned
for not more than six months or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both.

(W) A—campaign-eommnitiee-thatis-required-to-{ile-a-declaration-¢ i

E9-Any campaign committee that fails to file the declaration of filing-day finances required
by division (F) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each
day of violation.

HH-(X)(1) Any campaign committee that fails to dispose of excess funds or excess
aggregate contributions under division (B) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code in the manner
required by division (C) of that section shall give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the Ohio
electiens-glection integrity commission fund created under division-)-efsection 3547152-111.29 of
the Revised Code all funds not disposed of pursuant to that division.

(2) Any treasurer of a transition fund that fails to dispose of assets remaining in the transition
fund as required under division (H)(1) or (2) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall give to
the treasurer of state for deposit into the Ohio eleetions-election integrity commission fund all assets
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not disposed of pursuant to that division.

&—(Y) Any individual, campaign committee, political action committee, political
contributing entity, legislative campaign fund, political party, treasurer of a transition fund, or other
entity that violates any provision of sections 3517.09 to 3517.12 of the Revised Code for which no
penalty is provided for under any other division of this section shall be fined not more than one
thousand dollars.

AABD—(Z)(1) Whoever knowingly violates division (W)(1) of section 3517.13 of the
Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount contributed, expended, or
promised in violation of that division or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater.

(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (W)(2) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code
shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount solicited or accepted in violation of that
division or ten thousand dollars, whichever amount is greater.

BB)-(AA) Whoever knowingly violates division (C) or (D) of section 3517.1011 of the
Revised Code shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars plus not more than one thousand
dollars for each day of violation.

€SE—(BB)(1) Subject to division (EE6X2)(BB)(2) of this section, whoever violates
division (H) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount up to three times the
amount disbursed for the direct costs of airing the communication made in violation of that division.

(2) Whoever has been ordered by the Ohio eleetions—¢lection integrity commission or by a
court of competent jurisdiction to cease making communications in violation of division (H) of
section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code who again violates that division shall be fined an amount
equal to three times the amount disbursed for the direct costs of airing the communication made in
violation of that division.

BBYBH{CC)(1) Any corporation or labor organization that violates division (X)(3)(a) of
section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount given
in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(2) Any state or county political party that violates division (X)(3)(b) of section 3517.13 of
the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount accepted in excess of the
amount permitted by that division.

EEYH-(DD)(1) Any campaign committee or person who violates division (C)(1)(b) or (c)
of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount
donated in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

(2) Any officeholder or treasurer of a transition fund who violates division (C)(3)(a) or (b) of
section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three times the amount
accepted in excess of the amount permitted by that division.

Sec. 3517.991. A person who is convicted of a violation of this chapter or section 145.054,
742.043, 3307.073, 3309.073, 3599.03, 3599.031, or 5505.045 of the Revised Code shall be
sentenced under the law as it existed at the time the violation occurred.
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Sec. 3701.021. (A) The director of health shall adopt, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revised Code, such rules as are necessary to carry out sections 3701.021 to 3701.0210 of the
Revised Code, including, but not limited to, rules to establish the following:

(1) Subject to division (D) of this section, medical and financial eligibility requirements for
the program for children and youth with special health care needs;

(2) Subject to division (C) of this section, eligibility requirements for providers who provide
goods and services for the program for children and youth with special health care needs;

(3) Procedures to be followed by the department of health in disqualifying providers for
violating requirements adopted under division (A)(2) of this section;

(4) Procedures to be used by the department regarding application for diagnostic services
under division (B) of section 3701.023 of the Revised Code and payment for those services under
division (E) of that section;

(5) Standards for the provision of service coordination by the department of health and city
and general health districts;

(6) Procedures for the department to use to determine the amount to be paid annually by
each county for services for children and youth with special health care needs and to allow counties
to retain funds under divisions (A)(2) and (3) of section 3701.024 of the Revised Code;

(7) Financial eligibility requirements for services for Ohio residents twenty-one years of age
or older who have cystic fibrosis;

(8) Criteria for payment of approved providers who provide goods and services for children
and youth with special health care needs;

(9) Criteria for the department to use in determining whether the payment of health
insurance premiums of participants in the program for children and youth with special health care
needs is cost-effective;

(10) Procedures for appeal of denials of applications under divisions (A) and (D) of section
3701.023 of the Revised Code, disqualification of providers, and amounts paid for services;

(11) Terms of appointment for members of the children and youth with special health care
needs medical advisory council created in section 3701.025 of the Revised Code;

(12) Eligibility requirements for the hemophilia program, including income and hardship
requirements;

(13) If a manufacturer discount program is established under division (J)(1) of section
3701.023 of the Revised Code, procedures for administering the program, including criteria and
other requirements for participation in the program by manufacturers of drugs and nutritional
formulas.

(B) The department of health shall develop a manual of operational procedures and
guidelines for the program for children and youth with special health care needs to implement
sections 3701.021 to 3701.0210 of the Revised Code.

(C) A medicaid provider, as defined in section 5164.01 of the Revised Code, is eligible to be
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a provider of the same goods and services for the program for children and youth with special health
care needs that the provider is approved to provide for the medicaid program and the director shall
approve such a provider for participation in the program for children and youth with special health
care needs.

(D) In establishing medical and financial eligibility requirements for the program for
children and youth with special health care needs, the director of health shall not specify an age
restriction that excludes from eligibility an individual who is either-of-the-foHowing:-

£ ] £l

(4-Beginning-ontuly1:-2024Jess-than-twenty—five-years-efageless than twenty-six years of

age.
Sec. 3701.033. (A) This section establishes the order of priority to be followed by the

department of health when distributing funds for the purpose of providing family planning services,
including funds the department receives through the "Maternal and Child Health Block Grant," Title
V of the "Social Security Act," 95 Stat. 818 (1981), 42 U.S.C. 701, as amended, and funds the
department receives through Title X of the "Public Health Service Act," 84 Stat. 1504 (1970), 42
U.S.C. 300a, as amended. This section does not apply to grants awarded by the department under
section 3701.046 of the Revised Code.

(B) With respect to each period during which funds from a particular source are distributed
for the purpose of providing family planning services, the department is subject to both of the
following when distributing the funds to applicants seeking those funds:

(1) Foremost priority shall be given to public entities that are operated by state or local
government entities and that provide or are able to provide family planning services.

(2) If any funds remain after the department distributes funds to public entities under
division (B)(1) of this section, the department may distribute funds to nonpublic entities. If funds are
distributed to nonpublic entities, the department shall distribute the funds in the following order of
descending priority:

(a) Nonpublic entities that are federally qualified health centers or federally qualified health
center look-alikes, both as defined in section 3701.047 of the Revised Code, or community action
agencies, as defined in section 422:66-5101.311 of the Revised Code;

(b) Nonpublic entities that provide comprehensive primary and preventive care services in
addition to family planning services;

(c) Nonpublic entities that provide family planning services, but do not provide
comprehensive primary and preventive care services.

Sec. 3701.045. (A) The department of health, in consultation with the ehildren's-trustfund
beard-established-under-seetion 3109-15-of the Revised-Cede-department of children and youth and
any bodies acting as child fatality review boards on October 5, 2000, shall adopt rules in accordance
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with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish a procedure for county or regional child fatality
review boards to follow in conducting a review of the death of a child. The rules shall do all of the
following:

(1) Establish the format for the annual reports required by section 307.626 of the Revised
Code;

(2) Establish guidelines for a county or regional child fatality review board to follow in
compiling statistics for annual reports so that the reports do not contain any information that would
permit any person's identity to be ascertained from a report;

(3) Establish guidelines for a county or regional child fatality review board to follow in
creating and maintaining the comprehensive database of child deaths required by section 307.623 of
the Revised Code, including provisions establishing uniform record-keeping procedures;

(4) Establish guidelines for reporting child fatality review data to the department of health or
a national child death review database, either of which must maintain the confidentiality of
information that would permit a person's identity to be ascertained;

(5) Establish guidelines, materials, and training to help educate members of county or
regional child fatality review boards about the purpose of the review process and the confidentiality
of the information described in section 307.629 of the Revised Code and to make them aware that
such information is not a public record under section 149.43 of the Revised Code.

(B) On or before the thirtieth day of September of each year, the department of health and
the ehildren's—trust-fund-beard-department of children and youth jointly shall prepare and publish a
report organizing and setting forth the data from the department of health child death review
database or the national child death review database, data in all the reports provided by county or
regional child fatality review boards in their annual reports for the previous calendar year, and
recommendations for any changes to law and policy that might prevent future deaths. The
department of health and the ehildren's—trust-fund-beard-department of children and youth jointly
shall provide a copy of the report to the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, the
president of the senate, the minority leaders of the house of representatives and the senate, each

county or regional child fatality review board, and each county or regional family and children first
council.

Sec. 3701.511. None of the funds appropriated to administer the programs authorized by
sections 3701.501 and 3701.502 of the Revised Code shall be used to counsel or refer for abortion;

Sec. 3701.79. (A) As used in this section and in sections 3701.791 and 3701.792 of the
Revised Code:

(1) "Abortion" has the same meaning as in section 2919.11 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Abortion report" means a form completed pursuant to division (C) of this section.

(3) "Ambulatory surgical facility" has the same meaning as in section 3702.30 of the
Revised Code.
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(4) "Department" means the department of health.

(5) "Hospital" means any building, structure, institution, or place devoted primarily to the
maintenance and operation of facilities for the diagnosis, treatment, and medical or surgical care for
three or more unrelated individuals having illness, disease, injury, or deformity, and regularly
making available at least clinical laboratory services, diagnostic x-ray services, treatment facilities
for surgery or obstetrical care, or other definitive medical treatment. "Hospital" does not include a
"home" as defined in section 3721.01 of the Revised Code.

(6) "Physician's office" means an office or portion of an office that is used to provide
medical or surgical services to the physician's patients. "Physician's office" does not mean an
ambulatory surgical facility, a hospital, or a hospital emergency department.

(7) "Postabortion care" means care given after the uterus has been evacuated by abortion.

(B) The department shall be responsible for collecting and collating abortion data reported to
the department as required by this section.

(C) The attending physician shall complete an individual abortion report for the abortion, by
surgical procedure or by abortion-inducing drugs. of each zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus the
physician performs. The report shall be confidential and shall not contain the woman's name. The
report shall include, but is not limited to, all of the following, insofar as the patient makes the data
available that is not within the physician's knowledge:

(1) Patient number;

(2) The name and address of the facility in which the abortion was performed, and whether
the facility is a hospital, ambulatory surgical facility, physician's office, or other facility;

(3) The date of the abortion;

(4) If a surgical abortion, the method of final disposition of the fetal remains under Chapter
3726. of the Revised Code; N

(5) All of the following regarding the woman on whom the abortion was performed:

(a) Zip-State and zip code of residence;

(b) Age;

(c) Race;

(d) Marital status;

(e) Number of previous pregnancies;

(f) Years of education;

(g) Number of living children;

(h) Number of zygotes, blastocytes, embryos, or fetuses previously aborted,;

(i) Date of last induced abortion;

(§) Date of last live birth;

(k) Method of contraception at the time of conception;

(1) Date of the first day of the last menstrual period;

(m) Medical condition at the time of the abortion;
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