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welfare of the citizens of the local subdivision requesting assistance. Starting July 1, 2021, the 
director may allocate up to six per cent of authorized obligations as provided in this division. 

(3) The director shall determine the amount of the remaining obligations authorized to be 

issued and sold that each county would receive if such amounts were allocated on a per capita basis 

each year. If a county's per capita share for the year would be less than three hundred thousand 

dollars, the director shall allocate to the district in which that county is located an amount equal to 
the difference between three hundred thousand dollars and the county's per capita share. 

(4) After making the allocation required by division (B)(3) of this section, the director shall 
allocate the remaining amount to each district on a per capita basis. 

(C)(l) There is hereby created in the state treasury the state capital improvements revolving 

loan fund, into which shall be deposited all repayments of loans made to local subdivisions for 

capital improvements pursuant to this chapter. Investment earnings on moneys in the fund shall be 

credited to the fund. 
(2) There may also be deposited in the state capital improvements revolving loan fund 

moneys obtained from federal or private grants, or from other sources, which are to be used for any 

of the purposes authorized by this chapter. Such moneys shall be allocated each year in accordance 

with division (B)(4) of this section. 
(3) Moneys deposited into the state capital improvements revolving loan fund shall be used 

to make loans for the purpose of financing or assisting in the financing of the cost of capital 

improvement projects of local subdivisions. 
(4) Investment earnings credited to the state capital improvements revolving loan fund that 

exceed the amounts required to meet estimated federal arbitrage rebate requirements shall be used to 

pay costs incurred by the public works commission in administering this section. Investment 
earnings credited to the state capital improvements revolving loan fund that exceed the amounts 

required to pay for the administrative costs and estimated rebate requirements shall be allocated to 
each district on a per capita basis. 

(5) Each program year, loan repayments received and on deposit in the state capital 

improvements revolving loan fund shall be allocated as follows: 

(a) Each district public works integrating committee shall be allocated an amount equal to 
the sum of all loan repayments made to the state capital improvements revolving loan fund by local 

subdivisions that are part of the district. Moneys not used in a program year may be used in the next 

program year in the same manner and for the same purpose as originally allocated. 

(h) Loan repayments made pursuant to projects approved under division (B)(l) of this 
section shall be used to make loans in accordance with section 164.051 and division (D) of section 

164.06 of the Revised Code. Allocations for this purpose made pursuant to division (C)(5) of this 
section shall be in addition to the allocation provided in division (B)( 1) of this section. 

(c) Loan repayments made pursuant to projects approved under division (B)(2) of this 
section shall be used to make loans in accordance with division (B)(2) of this section. Allocations 
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for this purpose made pursuant to division (C)(5) of this section shall be in addition to the allocation 

provided in division (B)(2) of this section. 
(d) Loans made from the state capital improvements revolving loan fund shall not be limited 

in their usage by divisions (E), (F), and (G), aed (.H) of section 164.05 of the Revised Code. 

(D) Investment earnings credited to the state capital improvements fund that exceed the 
amounts required to meet estimated federal arbitrage rebate requirements shall be used to pay costs 

incurred by the public works commission in administering sections 164.01 to 164.12 of the Revised 

Code. 
(E) The director of the Ohio public works commission shall notify the director of budget and 

management of the amounts allocated pursuant to this section and such information shall be entered 

into the state accounting system. The director of budget and management shall establish 

appropriation line items as needed to track these allocations. 
(F) If the amount of a district's allocation in a program year exceeds the amount of financial 

assistance approved for the district by the commission for that year, the remaining portion of the 

district's allocation shall be added to the district's allocation pursuant to division (B) of this section 

for the next succeeding year for use in the same manner and for the same purposes as it was 
originally allocated, except that any portion of a district's allocation which was available for use on 

new or expanded infrastructure pursuant to division flij.(Q} of section 164.05 of the Revised Code 

shall be available in succeeding years only for the repair and replacement of existing infrastructure. 
(G) When an allocation based on population is made by the director pursuant to division (B) 

of this section, the director shall use the most recent decennial census statistics, and shall not make 

any reallocations based upon a change in a district's population. 

Sec. 164.14. (A) The local transportation improvement program fund is hereby created in the 

state treasury. The fund shall consist of moneys credited to it pursuant to sections 117.16 and 

5735.051 of the Revised Code, and, subject to the limitations of section 5735.05 of the Revised 
Code, shall be used to make grants to local subdivisions for projects that have been approved by 
district public works integrating committees and the Ohio public works commission in accordance 

with this section. The fund shall be administered by the Ohio public works commission, and shall be 
allocated each fiscal year on a per capita basis to district public works integrating committees in 

accordance with the most recent decennial census statistics. Money in the fund may be used to pay 

reasonable costs incurred by the commission in administering this section. Investment earnings on 

moneys credited to the fund shall be retained by the fund. 

(B) Grants awarded under this section may provide up to one hundred per cent of the 

estimated total cost of the project. 
(C) No grant shall be awarded for a project under this section unless the project is designed 

to have a useful life of at least seven years, except that the average useful life of all such projects for 

which grants are awarded in each district during a fiscal year shall be not less than twenty years. 

(D) For the period beginning on July I, 1989, and ending on June 30, 1994, and for each 
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succeeding five-year period, at least one-third of the total amount of money allocated to each district 

from the local transportation improvement program fund shall be awarded as follows: 

(1) Forty-two and eight-tenths per cent for projects of municipal corporations; 

(2) Thirty-seven and two-tenths per cent for projects of counties; 

(3) Twenty per cent for projects of townships, except that the requirement of division (D)(3) 

of this section shall not apply in districts where the combined population of the townships in the 
district is less than five per cent of the population of the district. 

(E) Each district public works integrating committee shall review, and approve or disapprove 
requests submitted to it by local subdivisions for assistance from the local transportation 

improvement program fund. In reviewing projects submitted to it, a district public works integrating 

committee shall consider the following factors: 

(1) Whether the project is of critical importance to the safety of the residents of the local 

subdivision; 
(2) Whether the project would alleviate serious traffic problems or hazards or would respond 

to needs caused by rapid growth and development; 
(3) Whether the project would assist the local subdivision in attaining the transportation 

infrastructure needed to pursue significant and specific economic development opportunities; 

(4) The availability of other sources of funding for the project; 

(5) The adequacy of the planning for the project and the readiness of the local subdivision to 

proceed should the project be approved; 
(6) The local subdivision's ability to pay for and history of investing in bridge and highway 

improvements; 
(7) The impact of the project on the multijurisdictional highway and bridge needs of the 

district; 
(8) The requirements of divisions (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this section; 

(9) The condition of the infrastructure system proposed for improvement; 
(10) Any other factors related to the safety, orderly growth, or economic development of the 

district or local subdivision that the district public works integrating committee considers relevant. 
A district public works integrating committee or its executive committee may appoint a 

subcommittee to assist it in carrying out its responsibilities under this section. 

(F) Every project approved by a district public works integrating committee shall be 

submitted to the Ohio public works commission for its review and approval or disapproval. The 
commission shall not approve any project that fails to meet the requirements of this section. 

(G) Grants awarded from the local transportation improvement program fund shall not be 
limited in their usage by divisions (D), (E), (F), and (G), and (H) of section 164.05 of the Revised 

Code. 
(H) As used in this section, "local subdivision" means a county, municipal corporation, or 

township. 
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(I) The director· of the Ohio public works commission shall notify the director of budget and 

management of the amounts allocated pursuant to this section, and the allocation information shall 
be entered into the state accounting system. The director of budget and management shall establish 

appropriation line items as needed to track these allocations. 

Sec. 165.04. The bond proceedings may contain provisions which shall be part of the 

contract with the bondholders as to: 
(A) Pledging the rentals, revenues, and other income, charges, and moneys therein 

designated for the payment of the principal of and interest on the bonds and all other payments 

required to be made by the bond proceedings; 
(B) Acquisition by gift or purchase, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, improvement, 

furnishing, equipment, operation, alteration, maintenance, insurance, and repair of the pledged 

facilities and the duties of the issuing authority with respect thereto; 

(C) Provisions regarding the purposes to which the proceeds of the bonds may be applied; 

(D) Terms of the bonds; 
(E) Maintenance, collection, use and disposition of rentals, revenues, and other income, 

charges, and moneys received from the lease, sale, or other disposition of the pledged facilities; 

(F) Terms and conditions under which additional bonds may be issued secured by a pledge 

of rentals, revenues, and other income, charges, and moneys received from or a mortgage on the 

same pledged facilities; 
(G) Terms of any trust agreement or indenture of mortgage securing the bonds including 

authorization to enter into such agreement or indenture; 

(H) The deposit, application, safeguarding, and investment of funds of the issuer received or 
held under the bond proceedings, to which Chapters 131. and 135. and sections 122.57, 122.571, 

122.58, and 321.44 of the Revised Code are not applicable. 

(I) Any other appropriate agreements with the bondholders with respect to the pledged 
facilities and the rentals, revenues, and other income, charges, and moneys received therefromt.,_ 

Sec. 166.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Allowable costs" means all or part of the costs of project facilities, eligible projects, 

eligible innovation projects, eligible research and development projects, eligible advanced energy 
projects, or eligible logistics and distribution projects, including costs of acquiring, constructing, 

reconstructing, rehabilitating, renovating, enlarging, improving, equipping, or furnishing project 
facilities, eligible projects, eligible innovation projects, eligible research and development projects, 

eligible advanced energy projects, or eligible logistics and distribution projects, site clearance and 

preparation, supplementing and relocating public capital improvements or utility facilities, designs, 
plans, specifications, surveys, studies, and estimates of costs, expenses necessary or incident to 

determining the feasibility or practicability of assisting an eligible project, an eligible innovation 

project, an eligible research and development project, an eligible advanced energy project, or an 
eligible logistics and distribution project, or providing project facilities or facilities related to an 
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eligible project, an eligible innovation project, an eligible research and development project, an 

eligible advanced energy project, or an eligible logistics and distribution project, architectural, 

engineering, and legal services fees and expenses, the costs of conducting any other activities as part 

of a voluntary action, and such other expenses as may be necessary or incidental to the establishment 

or development of an eligible project, an eligible innovation project, an eligible research and 
development project, an eligible advanced energy project, or an eligible logistics and distribution 

project, and reimbursement of moneys advanced or applied by any governmental agency or other 

person for allowable costs. 
(B) "Allowable innovation costs" includes allowable costs of eligible innovation projects 

and, in addition, includes the costs of research and development of eligible innovation projects; 

obtaining or creating any requisite software or computer hardware related to an eligible innovation 

project or the products or services associated therewith; testing (including, without limitation, 

quality control activities necessary for initial production), perfecting, and marketing of such products 

and services; creating and protecting intellectual property related to an eligible innovation project or 
any products or services related thereto, including costs of securing appropriate patent, trademark, 

trade secret, trade dress, copyright, or other form of intellectual property protection for an eligible 
innovation project or related products and services; all to the extent that such expenditures could be 

capitalized under then-applicable generally accepted accounting principles; and the reimbursement 

of moneys advanced or applied by any governmental agency or other person for allowable 

innovation costs. 
(C) "Eligible innovation project" includes an eligible project, including any project facilities 

associated with an eligible innovation project and, in addition, includes all tangible and intangible 

property related to a new product or process based on new technology or the creative application of 

existing technology, including research and development, product or process testing, quality control, 

market research, and related activities, that is to be acquired, established, expanded, remodeled, 
rehabilitated, or modernized for industry, commerce, distribution, development of tourism 
attractions or professional sports facilities, or research, or any combination thereof, the operation of 
which, alone or in conjunction with other eligible projects, eligible innovation projects, or 

innovation property, will create new jobs or preserve existing jobs and employment opportunities 
and improve the economic welfare of the people of the state. 

(D) "Eligible project" means project facilities to be acquired, established, expanded, 

remodeled, rehabilitated, or modernized for industry, commerce, distribution, development of 

tourism attractions or professional sp01ts faci lities, or research, or any combination thereof, the 
operation of which, alone or in conjunction with other facilities, will create new jobs or preserve 
existing jobs and employment opportunities and improve the economic welfare of the people of the 

state. "Eligible project" includes, without limitation, a voluntary action. For purposes of this 

division, "new jobs" does not include existing jobs transferred from another facility within the state, 
and "existing jobs" includes only those existing jobs with work places within the municipal 
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corporation or unincorporated area of the county in which the eligible project is located. 
"Eligible project" does not include project facilities to be acquired, established, expanded, 

remodeled, rehabilitated, or modernized for industry, commerce, distribution, development of 
tourism attractions or professional sports facilities, or research, or any combination of industry, 
commerce, distribution, development of tourism attractions or professional sports facilities, or 
research, if the project facilities consist solely of point-of-final-purchase retail facilities. If the 
project facilities consist of both point-of-final-purchase retail facilities and nonretail facilities, only 
the portion of the project facilities consisting of nonretail facilities is an eligible project. If a 
warehouse facility is part of a point-of-final-purchase retail facility and supplies only that facility, 
the warehouse facility is not an eligible project. Catalog distribution facilities are not considered 
point-of-final-purchase retail facilities for purposes of this paragraph, and are eligible projects. 

(E) "Eligible research and development project" means an eligible project, including project 
facilities, comprising, within, or related to, a facility or portion of a facility at which research is 
undertaken for the purpose of discovering information that is technological in nature and the 
application of which is intended to be useful in the development of a new or improved product, 
process, technique, formula, or invention, a new product or process based on new technology, or the 
creative application of existing technology. 

(F) "Financial assistance" means inducements under division (B) of section 166.02 of the 
Revised Code, loan guarantees under section 166.06 of the Revised Code, and direct loans under 
section 166.07 of the Revised Code. 

(G) "Governmental action" means any action by a governmental agency relating to the 
establishment, development, or operation of an eligible project, eligible innovation project, eligible 
research and development project, eligible advanced energy project, or eligible logistics and 
distribution project, and project facilities that the governmental agency acting has authority to take 
or provide for the purpose under law, including, but not limited to, actions relating to contracts and 
agreements, zoning, building, permits, acquisition and disposition of property, public capital 
improvements, utility and transportation service, taxation, employee recruitment and training, and 
liaison and coordination with and among governmental agencies. 

(H) "Governmental agency" means the state and any state department, division, commission, 
institution or authority; a municipal corporation, county, or township, and any agency thereof, and 
any other political subdivision or public corporation or the United States or any agency thereof; any 
agency, commission, or authority established pursuant to an interstate compact or agreement; and 
any comhination of the above. 

(I) "Innovation financial assistance" means inducements under division (B) of section 166.12 
of the Revised Code, innovation Ohio loan guarantees under section 166.15 of the Revised Code, 
and innovation Ohio loans under section 166.16 of the Revised Code. 

(J) "Innovation Ohio loan guarantee reserve requirement" means, at any time, with respect to 
innovation loan guarantees made under section 166.15 of the Revised Code, a balance in the 
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innovation Ohio loan guarantee fund equal to the greater of twenty per cent of the then-outstanding 
principal amount of all outstanding innovation loan guarantees made pursuant to section 166.15 of 
the Revised Code or fifty per cent of the principal amount of the largest outstanding guarantee made 
pursuant to section 166.15 of the Revised Code. 

(K) "Innovation property" includes property and also includes software, inventory, licenses, 
contract rights, goodwill, intellectual property, including without limitation, patents, patent 
applications, trademarks and service marks, and trade secrets, and other tangible and intangible 
property, and any rights and interests in or connected to the foregoing. 

(L) "Loan guarantee reserve requirement" means, at any time, with respect to loan 
guarantees made under section 166.06 of the Revised Code, a balance in the loan guarantee fund 
equal to the greater of twenty per cent of the then-outstanding principal amount of all outstanding 
guarantees made pursuant to section 166.06 of the Revised Code or fifty per cent of the principal 
amount of the largest outstanding guarantee made pursuant to section 166.06 of the Revised Code. 

(M) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, or 
governmental agency, and any combination thereof. 

(N) "Project facilities" means buildings, structures, and other improvements, and equipment 
and other property, excluding small tools, supplies, and inventory, and any one, part of, or 
combination of the above, comprising all or part of, or serving or being incidental to, an eligible 
project, an eligible innovation project, an eligible research and development project, an eligible 
advanced energy project, or an eligible logistics and distribution project, including, but not limited 
to, public capital improvements. 

(0) "Property" means real and personal property and interests therein. 
(P) "Public capital improvements" means capital improvements or facilities that any 

governmental agency has authority to acquire, pay the costs of, own, maintain, or operate, or to 
contract with other persons to have the same done, including, but not limited to, highways, roads, 
streets, water and sewer facilities, railroad and other transportation facilities, and air and water 
pollution control and solid waste disposal facilities. For purposes of this division, "air pollution 
control facilities" includes, without limitation, solar, geothermal, biofuel, biomass, wind, hydro, 
wave, and other advanced energy projects as defined in section 3706.25 of the Revised Code. 

(Q) "Research and development financial assistance" means inducements under section 
166.17 of the Revised Code, research and development loans under section 166.21 of the Revised 
Code, and research and development tax credits under sections 5733.352 and 5747.331 of the 
Revised Code. 

(R) "Targeted innovation industry sectors" means industry sectors involving the production 
or use of advanced materials, instruments, controls and electronics, power and propulsion, 
biosciences, and information technology, or such other sectors as may be designated by the director 
of development. 

(S) "Voluntary action" means a voluntary action, as defined in section 3746.01 of the 
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Revised Code, that is conducted under the voluntary action program established in Chapter 3746. of 

the Revised Code. 
(T) "Project financing obligations" means obligations issued pursuant to section 166.08 of 

the Revised Code other than obligations for which the bond proceedings provide that bond service 
charges shall be paid from receipts of the state representing gross profit on the sale of spirituous 

liquor as referred to in division (B)(4) of section 4310.10 4301.10 of the Revised Code. 

(U) "Regional economic development entity" means an entity that is under contract with the 
director to administer a loan program under this chapter in a particular area of this state. 

(V) "Eligible advanced energy project" means an eligible project that is an "advanced energy 
project" as defined in section 3706.25 of the Revised Code. 

(W) "Eligible logistics and distribution project" means an eligible project, including project 

facilities, to be acquired, established, expanded, remodeled, rehabilitated, or modernized for 
transportation logistics and distribution infrastructure purposes. As used in this division, 

"transportation logistics and distribution infrastructure purposes" means promoting, providing for, 

and enabling improvements to the ground, air, and water transportation infrastructure comprising the 
transportation system in this state, including, without limitation, highways, streets, roads, bridges, 

railroads carrying freight, and air and water ports and port facilities, and all related supporting 

facilities. 
(X) "Professional sports facility" has the same meaning as in section 5516.0 I of the Revised 

Code. 
Sec. 166.02. (A) The general assembly finds that many local areas throughout the state are 

experiencing economic stagnation or decline, and that the economic development programs provided 
for in this chapter will constitute deserved, necessary reinvestment by the state in those areas, 

materially contribute to their economic revitalization, and result in improving the economic welfare 

of all the people of the state. Accordingly, it is declared to be the public policy of the state, through 

the operations of this chapter and other applicable laws adopted pursuant to Section 2p or 13 of 
Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and other authority vested in the general assembly, to assist in and 
facilitate the establishment or development of eligible projects or assist and cooperate with any 

governmental agency in achieving such purpose. 
(B) In furtherance of such public policy and to implement such purpose, the director of 

development may: 
(1) After consultation with appropriate governmental agencies, enter into agreements with 

persons engaged in industry, commerce, distribution, development of tourism attractions or 

professional s orts facilities or research and with governmental agencies to induce such persons to 
acquire, construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate, renovate, enlarge, improve, equip, or furnish, or 

otherwise develop, eligible projects and make provision therein for project facilities and 

governmental actions, as authorized by this chapter and other applicable laws, subject to any 
required actions by the general assembly or the controlling board and subject to applicable local 
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government laws and regulations; 
(2) Provide for the guarantees and loans as provided for in sections 166.06 and 166.07 of the 

Revised Code; 
(3) Subject to release of such moneys by the controlling board, contract for labor and 

materials needed for, or contract with others, including governmental agencies, to provide, project 

facilities the allowable costs of which are to be paid for or reimbursed from moneys in the facilities 
establishment fund, and contract for the operation of such project facilities; 

(4) Subject to release thereof by the controlling board, from moneys in the facilities 
establishment fund acquire or contract to acquire by gift, exchange, or purchase, including the 

obtaining and exercise of purchase options, property, and convey or otherwise dispose of, or provide 
for the conveyance or disposition of, property so acquired or contracted to be acquired by sale, 

exchange, lease, lease purchase, conditional or installment sale, transfer, or other disposition, 

including the grant of an option to purchase, to any governmental agency or to any other person 
without necessity for competitive bidding and upon such terms and conditions and manner of 

consideration pursuant to and as the director determines to be appropriate to satisfy the objectives of 

sections 166.01 to 166.11 of the Revised Code; 
(5) Retain the services of or employ financial consultants, appraisers, consulting engineers, 

superintendents, managers, construction and accounting experts, attorneys, and employees, agents, 

and independent contractors as are necessary in the director's judgment and fix the compensation for 

their services; 
(6) Receive and accept from any person grants, gifts, and contributions of money, property, 

labor, and other things of value, to be held, used and applied only for the purpose for which such 

grants, gifts, and contributions are made; 
(7) Enter into appropriate arrangements and agreements with any governmental agency for 

the taking or provision by that governmental agency of any governmental action; 
(8) Do all other acts and enter into contracts and execute all instruments necessary or 

appropriate to carry out the provisions of this chapter; 
(9) Adopt rules to implement any of the provisions of this chapter applicable to the director. 

(C) The determinations by the director that facilities constitute eligible projects, that 

facilities are project facilities, that costs of such facilities are allowable costs, and all other 

determinations relevant thereto or to an action taken or agreement entered into shall be conclusive 
for purposes of the validity and enforceability of rights of parties arising from actions taken and 

agreements entered into under this chapter. 

(D) Except as otherwise prescribed in this chapter, all expenses and obligations incurred by 
the director in carrying out the director's powers and in exercising the director's duties under this 

chapter, shall be payable solely from, as appropriate, moneys in the facilities establishment fund, the 

loan guarantee fund, the innovation Ohio loan guarantee fund, the innovation Ohio loan fund, the 
research and development loan fund, the logistics and distribution infrastructure fund, or moneys 
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appropriated for such purpose by the general assembly. This chapter does not authorize the director 
or the issuing authority under section 166.08 of the Revised Code to incur bonded indebtedness of 
the state or any political subdivision thereof, or to obligate or pledge moneys raised by taxation for 

the payment of any bonds or notes issued or guarantees made pursuant to this chapter. 

(E) Any governmental agency may enter into an agreement with the director, any other 
governmental agency, or a person to be assisted under this chapter, to take or provide for the 

purposes of this chapter any governmental action it is authorized to take or provide, and to undertake 

on behalf and at the request of the director any action which the director is authorized to undertake 

pursuant to divisions (B)(3), (4), and (5) of this section or divisions (B)(3), (4), and (5) of section 
166.12 of the Revised Code. Governmental agencies of the state shall cooperate with and provide 

assistance to the director of development and the controlling board in the exercise of their respective 

functions under this chapter. 

Sec. 166.03. (A) There is hereby created the facilities establishment fund within the state 
treasury, consisting of proceeds from the issuance of obligations as specified under section 166.08 of 

the Revised Code; the moneys received by the state from the sources specified in section 166.09 of 

the Revised Code; service charges imposed under sections 166.06 and 166.07 of the Revised Code; 
any grants, gifts, or contributions of moneys received by the director of development to be used for 

loans made under section 166.07 of the Revised Code or for the payment of the allowable costs of 

project facilities; and all other moneys appropriated or transferred to the fund. Moneys in the loan 
guarantee fund in excess of the loan guarantee reserve requirement, but subject to the provisions and 

requirements of any guarantee contracts, may be transferred to the facilities establishment fund by 
the treasurer of state upon the order of the director of development. Moneys received by the state 

under Chapter 122. of the Revised Code, to the extent allocable to the utilization of moneys derived 

from proceeds of the sale of obligations pursuant to section 166.08 of the Revised Code, shall be 

credited to the facilities establishment fund. e~n in·1estmeat earniRgs OR the sash balanee ie the fund I 
shall be eredited to the fuBd. J 

(B) All moneys appropriated or transferred to the facilities establishment fund may be 

released at the request of the director of development for payment of allowable costs or the making 
of loans under section 166.07 of the Revised Code, for transfer to the loan guarantee fund 
established in section 166.06 of the Revised Code, or for use for the purpose of or transfer to the 

funds established by sections 122.35, 122.42, 122.54, 122.55, 122.56, 122.561, 122.57, 122.601, and 

122.80 of the Revised Code and, until July 1, 2003, the fund established by section 166.031 of the 

Revised Code, and, until July 1, 2007, the fund established by section 122.26 of the Revised Code, 
but only for such of those purposes as are within the authorization of Section 13 of Article VIII, 
Ohio Constitution, in all cases subject to the approval of the controlling board. 

(C) The department of development, in the administration of the facilities establishment 

fund, is encouraged to utilize and promote the utilization of, to the maximum practicable extent, the 
other existing programs, business incentives, and tax incentives that department is reguired or • 

The above bo,ced and initialed te~ was 

disapproved. 
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Mike DeWine, Governor 
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authorized to administer or supervise. 
Sec. 166.08. (A) As used in this chapter: 
(1) "Bond proceedings" means the resolution, order, trust agreement, indenture, lease, and 

other agreements, amendments and supplements to the foregoing, or any one or more or combination 
thereof, authorizing or providing for the terms and conditions applicable to, or providing for the 
security or liquidity of, obligations issued pursuant to this section, and the provisions contained in 
such obligations. 

(2) "Bond service charges" means principal, including mandatory sinking fund requirements 
for retirement of obligations, and interest, and redemption premium, if any, required to be paid by 

the state on obligations. 
(3) "Bond service fund" means the applicable fund and accounts therein created for and 

pledged to the payment of bond service charges, which may be, or may be part of, the economic 
development bond service fund created by division (S) of this section including all moneys and 
investments, and earnings from investments, credited and to be credited thereto. 

(4) "Issuing authority" means the treasurer of state, or the officer who by law performs the 

functions of such officer. 
(5) "Obligations" means bonds, notes, or other evidence of obligation including interest 

coupons pertaining thereto, issued pursuant to this section. 
(6) "Pledged receipts" means all receipts of the state representing the gross profit on the sale 

of spirituous liquor, as referred to in division (B)(4) of section 4301.10 of the Revised Code, after 
paying all costs and expenses of the division of liquor control and providing an adequate working 
capital reserve for the division of liquor control as provided in that division, but excluding the sum 
required by the second paragraph of section 4301.12 of the Revised Code, as in effect on May 2, 
1980, to be paid into the state treasury; moneys accruing to the state from the lease, sale, or other 
disposition, or use, of project facilities, and from the repayment, including interest, of loans made 
from proceeds received from the sale of obligations; accrued interest received from the sale of 
obligations; income from the investment of the special funds; and any gifts, grants, donations, and 
pledges, and receipts therefrom, available for the payment of bond service charges. 

(7) "Special funds" or "funds" means, except where the context does not permit, the bond 
service fund, and any other funds, including reserve funds, created under the bond proceedings, and 
the economic development bond service fund created by division (S) of this section to the extent 
provided in the bond proceedings, including all moneys and investments, and earnings from 
investment, credited and to be credited thereto. 

(B) Subject to the limitations provided in section 166.11 of the Revised Code, the issuing 
authority, upon the certification by the director of development or, prior to the effective date of this 
e1aendment September 29, 2017, upon certification by the Ohio air quality development authority 
regarding eligible advanced energy projects, to the issuing authority of the amount of moneys or 
additional moneys needed in the facilities establishment fund, the loan guarantee fund, the 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
388 

innovation Ohio loan fund, the innovation Ohio loan guarantee fund, the research and development 
loan fund, the logistics and distribution infrastructure fund, the advanced energy research and 
development fund, or the advanced energy research and development taxable fund, as applicable, for 
the purpose of paying, or making loans for, allowable costs from the facilities establishment fund, 

allowable innovation costs from the innovation Ohio loan fund, allowable costs from the research 
and development loan fund, allowable costs from the logistics and distribution infrastructure fund, 
allowable costs from the advanced energy research and development fund, or allowable costs from 
the advanced energy research and development taxable fund, as applicable, or needed for capitalized 
interest, for funding reserves, and for paying costs and expenses incurred in connection with the 
issuance, carrying, securing, paying, redeeming, or retirement of the obligations or any obligations 
refunded thereby, including payment of costs and expenses relating to letters of credit, lines of 
credit, insurance, put agreements, standby purchase agreements, indexing, marketing, remarketing 
and administrative arrangements, interest swap or hedging agreements, and any other credit 
enhancement, liquidity, remarketing, renewal, or refunding arrangements, all of which are 
authorized by this section, or providing moneys for the loan guarantee fund or the innovation Ohio 
loan guarantee fund, as provided in this chapter or needed for the purposes of funds established in 
accordance with or pursuant to sections 122.35, 122.42, 122.54, 122.55, 122.56, 122.561, 122.57, 
and 122.80 of the Revised Code which are within the authorization of Section 13 of Article VIII, 
Ohio Constitution, or, prior to the effeeti1re date of this aR1eedmeAl September 29. 2017, with 
respect to certain eligible advanced energy projects, Section 2p of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, 
shall issue obligations of the state under this section in the required amount; provided that such 
obligations may be issued to satisfy the covenants in contracts of guarantee made under section 
166.06 or 166.15 of the Revised Code, notwithstanding limitations otherwise applicable to the 
issuance of obligations under this section. The proceeds of such obligations, except for the portion to 
be deposited in special funds, including reserve funds, as may be provided in the bond proceedings, 
shall as provided in the bond proceedings be deposited by the director of development to the 
facilities establishment fund, the loan guarantee fund, the innovation Ohio loan guarantee fund, the 
innovation Ohio loan fund, the research and development loan fund, or the logistics and distribution 
infrastructure fund, or be deposited by the Ohio air quality development authority prior to the 
effeoti.,·e date of tAis ameedmeRt September 29, 2017. to the advanced energy research and 
development fund or the advanced energy research and development taxable fund. Bond 
proceedings for project financing obligations may provide that the proceeds derived from the 
issuance of such obligations shall be deposited into such fund or funds provided for in the bond 
proceedings and, to the extent provided for in the bond proceedings, such proceeds shall be deemed 
to have been deposited into the facilities establishment fund and transferred to such fund or funds. 
The issuing authority may appoint trustees, paying agents, and transfer agents and may retain the 
services of financial advisors, accounting experts, and attorneys, and retain or contract for the 
services of marketing, remarketing, indexing, and administrative agents, other consultants, and 
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independent contractors, including printing services, as are necessary in the issuing authority's 
judgment to carry out this section. The costs of such services are allowable costs payable from the 
facilities establishment fund or the research and development loan fund, allowable innovation costs 
payable from the innovation Ohio loan fund, allowable costs payable from the logistics and 
distribution infrastructure fund, or allowable costs payable prior to the effective Elate of this 
amendment September 29. 2017. from the advanced energy research and development fund or the 
advanced energy research and development taxable fund, as applicable. 

(C) The holders or owners of such obligations shall have no right to have moneys raised by 
taxation obligated or pledged, and moneys raised by taxation shall not be obligated or pledged, for 
the payment of bond service charges. Such holders or owners shall have no rights to payment of 
bond service charges from any moneys accruing to the state from the lease, sale, or other disposition, 
or use, of project facilities, or from payment of the principal of or interest on loans made, or fees 
charged for guarantees made, or from any money or property received by the director, treasurer of 
state, or the state under Chapter 122. of the Revised Code, or from any other use of the proceeds of 
the sale of the obligations, and no such moneys may be used for the payment of bond service 
charges, except for accrued interest, capitalized interest, and reserves funded from proceeds received 
upon the sale of the obligations and except as otherwise expressly provided in the applicable bond 
proceedings pursuant to written directions by the director. The right of such holders and owners to 
payment of bond service charges is limited to all or that portion of the pledged receipts and those 
special funds pledged thereto pursuant to the bond proceedings in accordance with this section, and 
each such obligation shall bear on its face a statement to that effect. 

(D) Obligations shall be authorized by resolution or order of the issuing authority and the 
bond proceedings shall provide for the purpose thereof and the principal amount or amounts, and 
shall provide for or authorize the manner or agency for determining the principal maturity or 
maturities, not exceeding twenty-five years from the date of issuance, the interest rate or rates or the 
maximum interest rate, the date of the obligations and the dates of payment of interest thereon, their 
denomination, and the establishment within or without the state of a place or places of payment of 
bond service charges. Sections 9.98 to 9.983 of the Revised Code are applicable to obligations 
issued under this section, subject to any applicable limitation under section 166.11 of the Revised 
Code. The purpose of such obligations may be stated in the bond proceedings in terms describing the 
general purpose or purposes to be served. The bond proceedings also shall provide, subject to the 
provisions of any other applicable bond proceedings, for the pledge of all, or such part as the issuing 
authority may determine, of the pledged receipts and the applicable special fund or funds to the 
payment of bond service charges, which pledges may be made either prior or subordinate to other 
expenses, claims, or payments, and may be made to secure the obligations on a parity with 
obligations theretofore or thereafter issued, if and to the extent provided in the bond proceedings. 
The pledged receipts and special funds so pledged and thereafter received by the state are 
immediately subject to the lien of such pledge without any physical delivery thereof or further act, 
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and the lien of any such pledges is valid and binding against all parties having claims of any kind 

against the state or any governmental agency of the state, irrespective of whether such parties have 

notice thereof, and shall create a perfected security interest for all purposes of Chapter 1309. of the 

Revised Code, without the necessity for separation or delivery of funds or for the filing or recording 

of the bond proceedings by which such pledge is created or any certificate, statement or other 
document with respect thereto; and the pledge of such pledged receipts and special funds is effective 

and the money therefrom and thereof may be applied to the purposes for which pledged without 

necessity for any act of appropriation. Every pledge, and every covenant and agreement made with 
respect thereto, made in the bond proceedings may therein be extended to the benefit of the owners 

and holders of obligations authorized by this section, and to any trustee therefor, for the further 
security of the payment of the bond service charges. 

(E) The bond proceedings may contain additional provisions as to: 
(1) The redemption of obligations prior to maturity at the option of the issuing authority at 

such price or prices and under such terms and conditions as are provided in the bond proceedings; 

(2) Other terms of the obligations; 
(3) Limitations on the issuance of additional obligations; 

(4) The terms of any trust agreement or indenture securing the obligations or under which 

the same may be issued; 
(5) The deposit, investment and application of special funds, and the safeguarding of moneys 

on hand or on deposit, without regard to Chapter 131. or 135. of the Revised Code, but subject to 
any special provisions of this chapter, with respect to particular funds or moneys, provided that any 

bank or trust company which acts as depository of any moneys in the special funds may furnish such 
indemnifying bonds or may pledge such securities as required by the issuing authority; 

(6) Any or every provision of the bond proceedings being binding upon such officer, board, 

commission, authority, agency, department, or other person or body as may from time to time have 

the authority under law to take such actions as may be necessary to perform all or any part of the 
duty required by such provision; 

(7) Any provision that may be made in a trust agreement or indenture; 
(8) Any other or additional agreements with the holders of the obligations, or the trustee 

therefor, relating to the obligations or the security therefor, including the assignment of mortgages or 

other security obtained or to be obtained for loans under section 122.43, 166.07, or 166.16 of the 

Revised Code. 

(F) The obligations may have the great seal of the state or a facsimile thereof affixed thereto 
or printed thereon. The obligations and any coupons pertaining to obligations shall be signed or bear 

the facsimile signature of the issuing authority. Any obligations or coupons may be executed by the 

person who, on the date of execution, is the proper issuing authority although on the date of such 
bonds or coupons such person was not the issuing authority. If the issuing authority whose signature 

or a facsimile of whose signature appears on any such obligation or coupon ceases to be the issuing 
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authority before delivery thereof, such signature or facsimile is nevertheless valid and sufficient for 

all purposes as if the former issuing authority had remained the issuing authority until such delivery; 

and if the seal to be affixed to obligations has been changed after a facsimile of the seal has been 
imprinted on such obligations, such facsimile seal shall continue to be sufficient as to such 

obligations and obligations issued in substitution or exchange therefor. 

(G) All obligations are negotiable instruments and securities under Chapter 1308. of the 
Revised Code, subject to the provisions of the bond proceedings as to registration. The obligations 

may be issued in coupon or in registered form, or both, as the issuing authority determines. 

Provision may be made for the registration of any obligations with coupons attached thereto as to 
principal alone or as to both principal and interest, their exchange for obligations so registered, and 

for the conversion or reconversion into obligations with coupons attached thereto of any obligations 

registered as to both principal and interest, and for reasonable charges for such registration, 

exchange, conversion, and reconversion. 

(H) Obligations may be sold at public sale or at private sale, as determined in the bond 

proceedings. 
Obligations issued to provide moneys for the loan guarantee fund or the innovation Ohio 

loan guarantee fund may, as determined by the issuing authority, be sold at private sale, and without 

publication of a notice of sale. 
(I) Pending preparation of definitive obligations, the issuing authority may issue interim 

receipts or certificates which shall be exchanged for such definitive obligations. 

(J) In the discretion of the issuing authority, obligations may be secured additionally by a 
trust agreement or indenture between the issuing authority and a corporate trustee which may be any 

trust company or bank having a place of business within the state. Any such agreement or indenture 

may contain the resolution or order authorizing the issuance of the obligations, any provisions that 

may be contained in any bond proceedings, and other provisions which are customary or appropriate 

in an agreement or indenture of such type, including, but not limited to: 
(1) Maintenance of each pledge, trust agreement, indenture, or other instrument comprising 

part of the bond proceedings until the state has fully paid the bond service charges on the obligations 
secured thereby, or provision therefor has been made; 

(2) In the event of default in any payments required to be made by the bond proceedings, or 

any other agreement of the issuing authority made as a part of the contract under which the 
obligations were issued, enforcement of such payments or agreement by mandamus, the appointment 

of a receiver, suit in equity, action at law, or any combination of the foregoing; 
(3) The rights and remedies of the holders of obligations and of the trustee, and provisions 

for protecting and enforcing them, including limitations on rights of individual holders of 

obligations; 
(4) The replacement of any obligations that become mutilated or are destroyed, lost, or 

stolen; 
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(5) Such other provisions as the trustee and the issuing authority agree upon, including 
limitations, conditions, or qualifications relating to any of the foregoing. 

(K) Any holders of obligations or trustees under the bond proceedings, except to the extent 
that their rights are restricted by the bond proceedings, may by any suitable form of legal 
proceedings, protect and enforce any rights under the laws of this state or granted by such bond 
proceedings. Such rights include the right to compel the performance of all duties of the issuing 
authority, the director of development, the Ohio air quality development authority, or the division of 
liquor control required by this chapter or the bond proceedings; to enjoin unlawful activities; and in 
the event of default with respect to the payment of any bond service charges on any obligations or in 
the performance of any covenant or agreement on the part of the issuing authority, the director of 
development, the Ohio air quality development authority, or the division of liquor control in the 

bond proceedings, to apply to a court having jurisdiction of the cause to appoint a receiver to receive 
and administer the pledged receipts and special funds, other than those in the custody of the treasurer 
of state, which are pledged to the payment of the bond service charges on such obligations or which 
are the subject of the covenant or agreement, with full power to pay, and to provide for payment of 
bond service charges on, such obligations, and with such powers, subject to the direction of the 
court, as are accorded receivers in general equity cases, excluding any power to pledge additional 
revenues or receipts or other income or moneys of the issuing authority or the state or governmental 
agencies of the state to the payment of such principal and interest and excluding the power to take 
possession of, mortgage, or cause the sale or otherwise dispose of any project facilities. 

Each duty of the issuing authority and the issuing authority's officers and employees, and of 
each governmental agency and its officers, members, or employees, undertaken pursuant to the bond 
proceedings or any agreement or lease, lease-purchase agreement, or loan made under authority of 
this chapter, and in every agreement by or with the issuing authority, is hereby established as a duty 
of the issuing authority, and of each such officer, member, or employee having authority to perform 
such duty, specifically enjoined by the law resulting from an office, trust, or station within the 
meaning of section 2731.01 of the Revised Code. 

The person who is at the time the issuing authority, or the issuing authority's officers or 
employees, are not liable in their personal capacities on any obligations issued by the issuing 
authority or any agreements of or with the issuing authority. 

(L) The issuing authority may authorize and issue obligations for the refunding, including 
funding and retirement, and advance refunding with or without payment or redemption prior to 
maturity, of any obligations previously issued by the issuing authority. Such obligations may be 
issued in amounts sufficient for payment of the principal amount of the prior obligations, any 
redemption premiums thereon, principal maturities of any such obligations maturing prior to the 
redemption of the remaining obligations on a parity therewith, interest accrued or to accrue to the 
maturity dates or dates of redemption of such obligations, and any allowable costs including 
expenses incurred or to be incurred in connection with such issuance and such refunding, funding, 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
393 

and retirement. Subject to the bond proceedings therefor, the portion of proceeds of the sale of 

obligations issued under this division to be applied to bond service charges on the prior obligations 
shall be credited to an appropriate account held by the trustee for such prior or new obligations or to 
the appropriate account in the bond service fund for such obligations. Obligations authorized under 
this division shall be deemed to be issued for those purposes for which such prior obligations were 
issued and are subject to the provisions of this section pertaining to other obligations, except as 
otherwise provided in this section; provided that, unless otherwise authorized by the general 
assembly, any limitations imposed by the general assembly pursuant to this section with respect to 
bond service charges applicable to the prior obligations shall be applicable to the obligations issued 
under this division to refund, fund, advance refund or retire such prior obligations. 

(M) The authority to issue obligations under this section includes authority to issue 
obligations in the form of bond anticipation notes and to renew the same from time to time by the 
issuance of new notes. The holders of such notes or interest coupons pertaining thereto shall have a 
right to be paid solely from the pledged receipts and special funds that may be pledged to the 
payment of the bonds anticipated, or from the proceeds of such bonds or renewal notes, or both, as 
the issuing authority provides in the resolution or order authorizing such notes. Such notes may be 
additionally secured by covenants of the issuing authority to the effect that the issuing authority and 
the state will do such or all things necessary for the issuance of such bonds or renewal notes in 
appropriate amount, and apply the proceeds thereof to the extent necessary, to make full payment of 
the principal of and interest on such notes at the time or times contemplated, as provided in such 
resolution or order. For such purpose, the issuing authority may issue bonds or renewal notes in such 
principal amount and upon such terms as may be necessary to provide funds to pay when required 
the principal of and interest on such notes, notwithstanding any limitations prescribed by or for 
purposes of this section. Subject to this division, all provisions for and references to obligations in 
this section are applicable to notes authorized under this division. 

The issuing authority in the bond proceedings authorizing the issuance of bond anticipation 
notes shall set forth for such bonds an estimated interest rate and a schedule of principal payments 
for such bonds and the annual maturity dates thereof, and for purposes of any limitation on bond 
service charges prescribed under division (A) of section 166.11 of the Revised Code, the amount of 
bond service charges on such bond anticipation notes is deemed to be the bond service charges for 
the bonds anticipated thereby as set forth in the bond proceedings applicable to such notes, but this 
provision does not modify any authority in this section to pledge receipts and special funds to, and 
covenant to issue bonds to fund, the payment of principal of and interest and any premium on such 

notes. 
(N) Obligations issued under this section are lawful investments for banks, societies for 

savings, savings and loan associations, deposit guarantee associations, trust companies, trustees, 
fiduciaries, insurance companies, including domestic for life and domestic not for life, trustees or 
other officers having charge of sinking and bond retirement or other special funds of political 
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subdivisions and taxing districts of this state, the commissioners of the sinking fund of the state, the 
administrator of workers' compensation, the state teachers retirement system, the public employees 
retirement system, the school employees retirement system, and the Ohio police and fire pension 
fund, notwithstanding any other provisions of the Revised Code or rules adopted pursuant thereto by 
any governmental agency of the state with respect to investments by them, and are also acceptable as 

security for the deposit of public moneys. 
(0) Unless otherwise provided in any applicable bond proceedings, moneys to the credit of 

or in the special funds established by or pursuant to this section may be invested by or on behalf of 
the issuing authority only in notes, bonds, or other obligations of the United States, or of any agency 
or instrumentality of the United States, obligations guaranteed as to principal and interest by the 
United States, obligations of this state or any political subdivision of this state, and certificates of 

deposit of any national bank located in this state and any bank, as defined in section 1101.01 of the 
Revised Code, subject to inspection by the superintendent of banks. If the law or the instrument 
creating a trust pursuant to division (J) of this section expressly permits investment in direct 
obligations of the United States or an agency of the United States, unless expressly prohibited by the 
instrument, such moneys also may be invested in no-front-end-load money market mutual funds 
consisting exclusively of obligations of the United States or an agency of the United States and in 

repurchase agreements, including those issued by the fiduciary itself, secured by obligations of the 
United States or an agency of the United States; and in common trust funds established in 
accordance with section 1111.20 of the Revised Code and consisting exclusively of any such 
securities, notwithstanding division (A)(4) of that section. The income from such investments shall 
be credited to such funds as the issuing authority determines, and such investments may be sold at 
such times as the issuing authority determines or authorizes. 

(P) Provision may be made in the applicable bond proceedings for the establishment of 
separate accounts in the bond service fund and for the application of such accounts only to the 
specified bond service charges on obligations pertinent to such accounts and bond service fund and 
for other accounts therein within the general purposes of such fund. Unless otherwise provided in 
any applicable bond proceedings, moneys to the credit of or in the several special funds established 
pursuant to this section shall be disbursed on the order of the treasurer of state, provided that no such 
order is required for the payment from the bond service fund when due of bond service charges on 

obligations. 
(Q) The issuing authority may pledge all, or such portion as the issuing authority determines, 

of the pledged receipts to the payment of bond service charges on obligations issued under this 
section, and for the establishment and maintenance of any reserves, as provided in the bond 
proceedings, and make other provisions therein with respect to pledged receipts as authorized by this 
chapter, which provisions are controlling notwithstanding any other provisions of law pertaining 
thereto. 

(R) The issuing authority may covenant in the bond proceedings, and any such covenants are 
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controlling notwithstanding any other provision of law, that the state and applicable officers and 
governmental agencies of the state, including the general assembly, so long as any obligations are 

outstanding, shall: 
(1) Maintain statutory authority for and cause to be charged and collected wholesale and 

retail prices for spirituous liquor sold by the state or its agents so that the pledged receipts are 
sufficient in amount to meet bond service charges, and the establishment and maintenance of any 
reserves and other requirements provided for in the bond proceedings, and, as necessary, to meet 
covenants contained in contracts of guarantee made under section 166.06 of the Revised Code; 

(2) Take or permit no action, by statute or otherwise, that would impair the exemption from 
federal income taxation of the interest on the obligations. 

(S) There is hereby created the economic development bond service fund, which shall be in 
the custody of the treasurer of state but shall be separate and apart from and not a part of the state 
treasury. All moneys received by or on account of the issuing authority or state agencies and 
required by the applicable bond proceedings, consistent with this section, to be deposited, 
transferred, or credited to a bond service fund or the economic development bond service fund, and 
all other moneys transferred or allocated to or received for the purposes of the fund, shall be 
deposited and credited to such fund and to any separate accounts therein, subject to applicable 
provisions of the bond proceedings, but without necessity for any act of appropriation. During the 
period beginning with the date of the first issuance of obligations and continuing during such time as 
any such obligations are outstanding, and so long as moneys in the pertinent bond service funds are 
insufficient to pay all bond services charges on such obligations becoming due in each year, a 
sufficient amount of the gross profit on the sale of spirituous liquor included in pledged receipts are 
committed and shall be paid to the bond service fund or economic development bond service fund in 
each year for the purpose of paying the bond service charges becoming due in that year without 
necessity for further act of appropriation for such purpose and notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in Chapter 4301. of the Revised Code. The economic development bond service fund is a 
trust fund and is hereby pledged to the payment of bond service charges to the extent provided in the 
applicable bond proceedings, and payment thereof from such fund shall be made or provided for by 
the treasurer of state in accordance with such bond proceedings without necessity for any act of 
appropriation. 

(T) The obligations, the transfer thereof, and the income therefrom, including any profit 
made on the sale thereof, shall at all times be free from taxation within the state. 

Sec. 166.12. (A) The general assembly finds that in order to maintain and enhance the 
competitiveness of the Ohio economy and to improve the economic welfare of all of the people of 
the state, it is necessary to ensure that high-value jobs based on research, technology, and innovation 
will be available to the people of this state. Further, the general assembly finds that the attraction of 
such jobs and their presence in this state will materially contribute to the economic welfare of all of 
the people of the state. Accordingly, it is declared to be the public policy of this state, through the 
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operations under sections 166.01 and 166.12 to 166.16 of the Revised Code, and the loan and loan 
guarantee provisions contained in those sections, applicable laws adopted pursuant to Section 13 of 
Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and other authority vested in the general assembly, to assist in and 
facilitate the establishment or development of eligible innovation projects or assist and cooperate 
with any governmental agency in achieving that purpose. 

(B) In furtherance of that public policy and to implement that purpose, the director of 

development may: 
(1) After consultation with appropriate governmental agencies, enter into agreements with 

persons engaged in industry, commerce, distribution, development of tourism attractions or 
professional sports faci lities, or research and with governmental agencies to induce such persons to 
acquire, construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate, renovate, enlarge, improve, equip, or furnish, or 
otherwise develop, eligible innovation projects and make provision therein for project facilities and 
governmental actions, as authorized by sections 166.01 and 166.12 to 166.16 of the Revised Code 
and other applicable laws; 

(2) Provide for innovation Ohio loan guarantees and loans under sections 166.15 and 166.16 
of the Revised Code; 

(3) Subject to the release of such moneys by the controlling board, contract for labor and 
materials needed for, or contract with others, including governmental agencies, to provide, eligible 
innovation projects the allowable innovation costs of which are to be paid for or reimbursed from 
moneys in the innovation Ohio loan fund, and contract for the operation of such eligible innovation 
projects; 

(4) Subject to release thereof by the controlling board, from moneys in the innovation Ohio 
loan fund, acquire or contract to acquire by gift, exchange, or purchase, including the obtaining and 
exercise of purchase options, innovation property, and convey or otherwise dispose of, or provide 
for the conveyance or disposition of, innovation property so acquired or contracted to be acquired by 
sale, exchange, lease, lease purchase, conditional or installment sale, transfer, or other disposition, 
including the grant of an option to purchase, to any governmental agency or to any other person 
without necessity for competitive bidding and upon such terms and conditions and manner of 
consideration pursuant to, and as the director determines to be appropriate to satisfy the objectives 
of, Chapter 166. of the Revised Code; 

(5) Retain the services of or employ financial consultants, appraisers, consulting engineers, 
superintendents, managers, construction and accounting experts, attorneys, and employees, agents, 
and independent contractors as are necessary in the director's judgment and fix the compensation for 
their services; 

(6) Receive and accept from any person grants, gifts, and contributions of money, property, 
labor, and other things of value, to be held, used, and applied only for the purpose for which such 
grants, gifts, and contributions are made; 

(7) Enter into appropriate arrangements and agreements with any governmental agency for 
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the taking or provision by that governmental agency of any governmental action with respect to 
innovation projects; 

(8) Do all other acts and enter into contracts and execute all instruments necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the provisions of sections 166.01 and 166.12 to 166.16 of the Revised Code; 

(9) With respect to property, including but not limited to innovation property, take such 
interests, including but not limited to mortgages, security interests, assignments, and exclusive or 
non-exclusive licenses, as may be necessary or appropriate under the circumstances, to ensure that 
innovation property is used within this state and that products or services associated with that 
innovation property are produced or, in the case of services, delivered, by persons employed within 
this state; 

(10) Adopt rules necessary to implement any of the provisions of sections 166.01 and 166.12 
to 166.16 of the Revised Code applicable to the director. 

(C) The determinations by the director that facilities or property constitute eligible 
innovation projects and that costs of such facilities or property are allowable innovation costs, and 
all other determinations relevant thereto or to an action taken or agreement entered into, shall be 
conclusive for purposes of the validity and enforceability of rights of parties arising from actions 
taken and agreements entered into under sections 166.01 and 166.12 to 166.16 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 166.17. (A) The general assembly finds that in order to enhance the economic 
opportunities available to and improve the economic welfare of all the people of the state, and to 
maintain and enhance the competitiveness of the Ohio economy, it is necessary to ensure that the 
people of the state will continue to have access to high-value jobs in technology, and that, to 
facilitate such continued access, it is necessary to provide incentives to retain and attract businesses 
that will develop new or improved technologies, processes, and products, or apply existing 
technologies in new ways. Further, the general assembly finds that the attraction of such jobs and 
their presence in this state will materially contribute to the economic welfare of all the people of the 
state. Accordingly, it is declared to be the public policy of this state, through operations under 
sections 166.17 to 166.21, 5733.352, and 5747.331 of the Revised Code and the provisions for 
financial assistance contained in those sections, other applicable laws adopted pursuant to Section 13 
of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution, and other authority vested in the general assembly, to assist in 
and facilitate the establishment or development of eligible research and development projects or 
assist and cooperate with any governmental agency in achieving that purpose. 

(B) In furtherance of that public policy and to implement that purpose, the director of 
development may do any of the following: 

(1) After consultation with appropriate governmental agencies, enter into agreements with 
persons engaged in industry, commerce, distribution, development of toudsm attractions or 
professional sports facilities, or research and with governmental agencies, to induce such persons to 
acquire, construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate, renovate, enlarge, improve, equip, furnish, or develop 
eligible research and development projects, or to enable governmental agencies to acquire, construct, 
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reconstruct, rehabilitate, renovate, enlarge, improve, equip, furnish, or develop eligible research and 
development projects for lease to persons engaged in industry, commerce, distribution, development 
of tourism attractions or professional sports facilities. or research; 

(2) Provide for loans under section 166.21 of the Revised Code to finance eligible research 
and development projects; 

(3) Subject to the release of moneys in the research and development loan fund by the 
controlling board, contract for labor and materials needed for, or contract with others, including 
governmental agencies, to provide, eligible research and development projects, the allowable costs 
of which are to be paid for or reimbursed from such moneys, and contract for the operation of those 
projects; 

(4) From moneys in the research and development loan fund, subject to release thereof by 
the controlling board, acquire or contract to acquire property by gift, exchange, or purchase, 
including by obtaining and exercising purchase options, and convey or otherwise dispose of, or 
provide for the conveyance or disposition of, that property by sale, exchange, lease, lease purchase, 
conditional or installment sale, transfer, or other disposition, including the grant of an option to 
purchase, to any governmental agency or to any other person without necessity for competitive 
bidding and upon such terms and conditions and manner of consideration pursuant to, and as the 
director determines to be appropriate to satisfy the objectives of, Chapter 166. of the Revised Code; 

(5) Retain the services of or employ financial consultants, appraisers, consulting engineers, 
superintendents, managers, construction and accounting experts, attorneys, employees, agents, and 
independent contractors as are necessary in the director's judgment, and fix the compensation for 
their services; 

(6) Receive and accept from any person, grants, gifts, and contributions of money, property, 
labor, and other things of value, to be held, used, and applied only for the purpose for which such 

grants, gifts, and contributions are made; 
(7) Enter into arrangements and agreements with any governmental agency for the agency to 

take or provide any governmental action with respect to eligible research and development projects; 
(8) Do all other acts, enter into contracts, execute all instruments, and make all certifications 

necessary or appropriate to carry out sections 166.01, 166.17 to 166.21, 5733.352, and 5747.331 of 
the Revised Code; 

(9) With respect to property that is the subject of or related to research and development 
financial assistance, take such interests, including, but not limited to, mortgages, security interests, 
leasehold interests, assignments, and exclusive or nonexclusive licenses, as may be necessary or 
appropriate under the circumstances, to ensure that the property is used within this state and that 
products or services associated with that property are produced or, in the case of services, delivered, 
by persons employed within this state; 

(10) Adopt rules necessary to implement any of the provisions of sections 166.17 to 166.21, 
5733.352, and 5747.331 of the Revised Code that are applicable to the director. 
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(C) The determination by the director that facilities or property constitute an eligible 

research and development project and that the costs of such facilities or property are allowable costs 

related to the project, and all other determinations relevant thereto, or to an action taken or 

agreement entered into, shall be conclusive for purposes of the validity and enforceability of rights 

of parties arising from actions taken and agreements entered into under sections 166.17 to 166.21, 
5733.352, and 5747.331 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 169.01. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(A) "Financial organization" means any bank, trust company, savings bank, safe deposit 
company, mutual savings bank without mutual stock, savings and loan association, credit union, or 

investment company. 

(B)(l) "Unclaimed funds" means any moneys, rights to moneys, or intangible property, 

described in section 169.02 of the Revised Code, when, as shown by the records of the holder, the 
owner has not, within the times provided in section 169.02 of the Revised Code, done any of the 

following: 
(a) Increased, decreased, or adjusted the amount of such funds; 
(b) Assigned, paid premiums, or encumbered such funds; 

(c) Presented an appropriate record for the crediting of such funds or received payment of 

such funds by check, draft, or otherwise; 

(d) Corresponded with the holder concerning such funds; 
(e) Otherwise indicated an interest in or knowledge of such funds; 

(f) Transacted business with the holder. 

(2) "Unclaimed funds" does not include any of the following: 
(a) Money received or collected under section 9.39 of the Revised Code; 

(b) Any payment or credit due to a business association from a business association 

representing sums payable to suppliers, or payment for services rendered, in the course of business, 

including, but not limited to, checks or memoranda, overpayments, unidentified remittances, 
nonrefunded overcharges, discounts, refunds, and rebates; 

(c) Any payment or credit received by a business association from a business association for 
tangible goods sold, or services performed, in the course of business, including, but not limited to, 

checks or memoranda, overpayments, unidentified remittances, nonrefunded overcharges, discounts, 

refunds, and rebates; 

(d) Either of the following: 
(i) Any credit or obligation due a retail customer that is represented by a gift certificate, gift 

card, merchandise credit, or merchandise credit card, redeemable only for goods or services, 
including gift cards issued by financial organizations or business associations; 

(ii) Any electronic payment device that is issued by a financial organization or a business 

association that has no expiration date and meets all of the following conditions: 
(I) It is purchased or loaded on a prepaid basis for the future purchase or delivery of goods or 
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services. 
(II) It is redeemable upon presentation to a single merchant or service provider , or an 

affiliated group of merchants or service providers. 
(Ill) It is not redeemable for cash in whole or in part. 
(e) Any open-loop prepaid card that is issued by a financial organization or a business 

association for which the underlying funds do not expire. For purposes of division (B)(2 )( e) of this 
section, "open-loop prepaid card" means an electronic payment device that meets all of the following 
conditions: 

(i) It is purchased or loaded on a prepaid basis for the future purchase or delivery of any 
goods or services. 

(ii) It can be used to purchase goods and services at multiple unaffiliated merchants or 
service providers. 

(iii) It is not redeemable for cash in whole or in part. 
(f) Any rewards card. For purposes of division (B)(2)(f) of this section, "rewards card" 

includes any loyalty, incentive, or promotional type program that is issued by a financial 
organization or a business association whether represented by a card or electronic record, which 
program is established for the purposes of providing cardholder awards, rewards, rebates, or other 
amounts to reward the cardholder for the cardholder's relationship with the entity sponsoring the 
rewards card, provided that no direct money was paid by the cardholder for the rewards card. 
"Rewards card" includes both of the following: 

(i) Cards or electronic records consisting of points, cash, or other tokens of value given to a 
cardholder as a reward or incentive for engaging in a transaction or a series of transactions; 

(ii) The unpaid portion of a rewards card when the rewards card is partially loaded by the 
cardholder with the remaining portion funded as a reward or incentive. 

A minimal annual fee charged to the cardholder for joining any such loyalty, incentive, or 
promotional type program shall not be considered direct money paid by the cardholder for the 
rewards card. For purposes of division (B)(2)(f) of this section, "cardholder" means the holder of a 
rewards card, regardless of whether the rewards card is represented by a card or by an electronic 

record. 
For purposes of division (B)(2) of this section, "business association" means any 

corporation, joint venture, business trust, limited liability company, partnership, association, or other 
business entity composed of one or more individuals, whether or not the entity is for profit. 

(C) "Owner" means any person, or the person's legal representative, entitled to receive or 
having a legal or equitable interest in or claim against moneys, rights to moneys, or other intangible 
property, subject to this chapter. 

(D)(l) "Holder" means any person that has possession, custody, or control of moneys, rights 
to moneys, or other intangible property, or that is indebted to another, if any of the following 
applies: 
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(a) Such person resides in this state; 
(b) Such person is formed under the laws of this state; 
(c) Such person is formed under the laws of the United States and has an office or principal 

place of business in this state; 
(d) The records of such person indicate that the last known address of the owner of such 

moneys, rights to moneys, or other intangible property is in this state; 
(e) The records of such person do not indicate the last known address of the owner of the 

moneys, rights to moneys, or other intangible property and the entity originating or issuing the 
moneys, rights to moneys, or other intangible property in this state or any political subdivision of 
this state, or is incorporated, organized, created, or otherwise located in this state. Division (D)(l)(e) 
of this section applies to all moneys, rights to moneys, or other intangible property that is in the 
possession, custody, or control of such person on or after July 22, 1994, whether the moneys, rights 
to moneys, or other intangible property becomes unclaimed funds prior to or on or after that date. 

(2) "Holder" does not mean any hospital granted tax-exempt status under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code or any hospital owned or operated by the state or by any political 
subdivision. Any entity in order to be exempt from the definition of "holder" pursuant to this 
division shall make a reasonable, good-faith effort to contact the owner of the unclaimed funds. 

(E) "Person" includes a natural person; corporation, whether for profit or not for profit; 
copartnership; unincorporated nonprofit association; public authority; estate; trust; two or more 
persons having a joint or common interest; eleemosynary organization; fraternal or cooperative 
association; other legal or community entity; the United States government, including any district, 
territory, possession, officer, agency, department, authority, instrumentality, board, bureau, or court; 
or any state or political subdivision thereof, including any officer, agency, board, bureau, 
commission, division, department, authority, court, or instrumentality. 

(F) "Mortgage funds" means the mortgage insurn,ece fml:d created by sectior1 122.561 of the 
Re1,1ised Gode, Bfld the housing guarantee fund created by division (D) of section 128.11 of the 
Revised Code. 

(G) "Lawful claims" means any vested right a holder of unclaimed funds has against the 
owner of such unclaimed funds. 

(H) "Public utility" means any entity defined as such by division (A) of section 745.01 or by 
section 4905 .02 of the Revised Code. 

(I) "Deposit" means to place money in the custody of a financial organization for the purpose 
of establishing an income-bearing account by purchase or otherwise. 

(J) "Income-bearing account" means a time or savings account, whether or not evidenced by 
a certificate of deposit, or an investment account through which investments are made solely in 
obligations of the United States or its agencies or instrumentalities or guaranteed as to principal and 
interest by the United States or its agencies or instrumentalities, debt securities rated as investment 
grade by at least two nationally recognized rating services, debt securities which the director of 
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commerce has determined to have been issued for the safety and welfare of the residents of this 

state, and equity interests in mutual funds that invest solely in some or all of the above-listed 
securities and involve no general liability, without regard to whether income earned on such 

accounts, securities, or interests is paid periodically or at the end of a term. 

(K) "Director of commerce" may be read as the "division of unclaimed funds" or the 

"superintendent of unclaimed funds." 

(L) "Attorney unclaimed funds" means any unclaimed funds, as defined in division (B)(l) of 

this section, that are any of the following: 
(1) Funds held in interest on lawyer trust accounts pursuant to section 4705.09 of the 

Revised Code; 

(2) Funds held in an interest on trust accounts pursuant to section 3953.23 I of the Revised 

Code; 
(3) Residual settlement funds whether for named or unnamed plaintiffs, received by the 

division of unclaimed funds, and held, paid out, or allocated by the division pursuant to or consistent 
with the terms and conditions of the court order authorizing the settlement fund. 

Sec. 169.05. (A) Every holder required to file a report under section 169.03 of the Revised 

Code shall, at the time of filing, pay to the director of commerce ten per cent of the aggregate 
amount of unclaimed funds as shown on the report, except for aggregate amounts of fifty dollars or 

less in which case one hundred per cent shall be paid. The funds may be deposited by the director in 
the state treasury to the credit of the unclaimed funds trust fund, which is hereby created, or placed 
with a financial organization. Any interest earned on money in the trust fund shall be credited to the 

trust fund. The remainder of the aggregate amount of unclaimed funds as shown on the report, plus 

earnings accrued to date ofpayment to the director, shall, at the option of the director, be retained by 
the holder or paid to the director for deposit as agent for the mortgage funds with a financial 

organization as defined in section 169.01 of the Revised Code, with the funds to be in income­

bearing accounts to the credit of the mortgage funds, or the holder may enter into an agreement with 
the director specifying the obligations of the United States in which funds are to be invested, and 

agree to pay the interest on the obligations to the state. Holders retaining any funds not in obligations 
of the United States shall enter into an agreement with the director specifying the classification of 

income-bearing account in which the funds will be held and pay the state interest on the funds at a 
rate equal to the prevailing market rate for similar funds. Moneys that the holder is required to pay to 

the director rather than to retain may be deposited with the treasurer of state, or placed with a 

financial organization. 

Securities and other intangible property transferred to the director shall, within a reasonable 
time, be converted to cash and the proceeds deposited as provided for other funds. 

01ie half of tbe The funds evidenced by agreements, in income-bearing accounts, or on 

deposit with the treasurer of state shall be allocated on the records of the director to tee mortgage 
insaraF1ee ftmd oreated by seetioe 122.561 of tJ:ie Rei,rised Gode. Out of tile remaining half, after 
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allocation of sufficient moneys to the minority business bonding fund to meet the provisions of 

division (B) of this section, lhe remainder shall be allocateel OB the records of t:he director to the 
housing development fund created by division (A) of section 175.11 of the Revised Code. 

(B) The director shall serve as agent for the director of development and as agent for the 

Ohio housing finance agency in making deposits and withdrawals and maintaining records 

pertaining to the minority business bonding fund created by section 122.88 of the Revised Code,the 

mortgage iBS1:1raoce fi.md, and the housing development fund created by section 175.11 of the 
Revised Code. funds from the mortgage iesldranoe fund are aYailable to the director of de·,elopn1erit 
•Nhen those R¼Elels are to be d.isbursed to pre•;ent or eure, or l:lpon the oeeurrenee of, a default of a 

mortgage i»sHred pursuant to section 122.151 of the Revised Gode. Funds from the housing 

development fund are available upon request to the Ohio housing finance agency, in an amount not 

to exceed the funds allocated on the records of the director, for the purposes of section 175.05 of the 
Revised Code. Funds from the minority business bonding fund are available to the director of 

development upon request to pay obligations on bonds the director writes pursuant to section 122.88 
of the Revised Code; except that, unless the general assembly authorizes additional amounts, the 

total maximum amount of moneys that may be allocated to the minority business bonding fund 

under this division is ten million dollars. 

When funds are to be disbursed, the appropriate agency shall call upon the director to 
transfer the necessary funds to it. The director shall first withdraw the funds paid by the holders and 

deposited with the treasurer of state or in a financial institution as agent for the funds. Whenever 
these funds are inadequate to meet the request, the director shall provide for a withdrawal of funds, 

within a reasonable time and in the amount necessary to meet the request, from financial institutions 
in which the funds were retained or placed by a holder and from other holders who have retained 
funds, in an equitable manner as the director prescribes. In the event that the amount to be 

withdrawn from any one holder is less than five hundred dollars, the amount to be withdrawn is at 
the director's discretion. The director shall then transfer to the agency the amount of funds requested. 

Funds deposited in the unclaimed funds trust fund are subject to call by the director when 

necessary to pay claims the director allows under section 169.08 of the Revised Code, in accordance 

with the director's rules, to defray the necessary costs of making publications this chapter requires 
and to pay other operating and administrative expenses the department of commerce incurs in the 

administration and enforcement of this chapter. 
The unclaimed funds trust fund shall be assessed a proportionate share of the administrative 

costs of the department of commerce in accordance with procedures the director of commerce 
prescribes. The assessment shall be paid from the unclaimed funds trust fund to the division of 

administration fund. 
(C) Earnings on the accounts in financial organizations to the credit of the mortgage funds 

shall, at the option of the financial organization, be credited to the accounts at times and at rates as 
earnings are paid on other accounts of the same classification held in the financial organization or 
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paid to the director. The director shall be notified annually, and at other times as the director may 

request, of the amount of the earnings credited to the accounts. Interest on unclaimed funds a holder 

retains shall be paid to the director or credited as specified in the agreement under which the 
organization retains the funds. Interest payable to the director under an agreement to invest 

unclaimed funds in income-bearing accounts or obligations of the United States shall be paid 

annually by the holder to the director. Any earnings or interest the director receives under this 

division shall be deposited in and credited to the mortgage funds. 

Sec. 169.08. (A) The-Except as otherwise provided in division (1) of this section, the director 
of commerce shall pay to the owner or other person who has established the right to payment under 

this section, funds from the unclaimed funds trust fund in an amount equal to the amount of property 

delivered or reported to the director, or equal to the net proceeds if the securities or other property 

have been sold, together with interest earned by the state if required to be paid under division (D) of 
this section. Any person claiming a property interest in unclaimed funds delivered or reported to the 

state under Chapter 169. of the Revised Code, including the office of child support in the department 

ofjob and family services, pursuant to section 3123.88 of the Revised Code, may file a claim thereto 

on the form prescribed by the director of eommeree. 
(B) The director shall consider matters relevant to any claim filed under division (A) of this 

section and shall hold a formal hearing if requested or considered necessary and receive evidence 

concerning such claim. A finding and decision in writing on each claim filed shall be prepared, 
stating the substance of any evidence received or heard and the reasons for allowance or 

disallowance of the claim. The evidence and decision shall be a public record. Ne-Except as 

otherwise provided in division (I) oft.his section, no statute of limitations shall bar the allowance of 
a claim. 

(C) For the purpose of conducting any hearing, the director may require the attendance of 

such witnesses and the production of such books, records, and papers as the director desires, and the 
director may take the depositions of witnesses residing within or without this state in the same 

manner as is prescribed by law for the taking of depositions in civil actions in the court of common 
pleas, and for that purpose the director may issue a subpoena for any witness or a subpoena duces 

tecum to compel the production of any books, records, or papers, directed to the sheriff of the county 
where such witness resides or is found, which shall be served and returned. The fees of the sheriff 

shall be the same as that allowed in the court of common pleas in criminal cases. Witnesses shall be 
paid the fees and mileage provided for under section 119.094 of the Revised Code. Fees and mileage 

shall be paid from the unclaimed funds trnst fund. 

(D) Iaterest Except as otherwise provided in division (I) of this section, interest earned by 
the state shall be payable to claimants of unclaimed funds held by the state in accordance with final 

court orders derived from the Sogg v. Zurz, 121 Ohio St.3d 449 (2009), line of cases and final 

settlement agreement determining payment of interest on unclaimed funds. For properties received 
by the state on or before July 26, 1991, interest shall be paid at a rate of six per cent per annum from 
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the date the state received the property up to and including July 26, 1991. No interest shall be 
payable on any properties for the period from July 27, 1991, up to and including August 2, 2000. For 

properties held by the state on August 3, 2000, or after, interest shall be paid at the applicable 
required rate per annum for the period held from August 3, 2000, or the date ofreceipt, whichever is 

later, up to and including the date the claim is paid. 

(E) Claims shall be paid from the trust fund. If the amount available in the trust fund is not 
sufficient to pay pending claims, or other amounts disbursable from the trust fund, the treasurer of 

state shall certify such fact to the director, who shall then withdraw such amount of funds from the 
mortgage accounts as the director determines necessary to reestablish the trust fund to a level 

required to pay anticipated claims but not more than ten per cent of the net unclaimed funds reported 

to date. 

The director may withdraw the funds paid to the director by the holders and deposited by the 

director with the treasurer of state or in a financial institution as agent for such funds. Whenever 
these funds are inadequate to meet the requirements for the trust fund, the director shall provide for a 

withdrawal of funds, within a reasonable time, in such amount as is necessary to meet the 

requirements, from financial institutions in which such funds were retained or placed by a holder and 

from other holders who have retained funds, in an equitable manner as prescribed by the director. In 

the event that the amount to be withdrawn from any one such holder is less than five hundred 
dollars, the amount to be withdrawn shall be at the discretion of the director. Such funds may be 
reimbursed in the amounts withdrawn when the trust fund has a surplus over the amount required to 

pay anticipated claims. Whenever the trust fund has a surplus over the amount required to pay 
anticipated claims, the director may transfer such surplus to the mortgage accounts. 

(F)(l) If a claim which is allowed under this section relates to funds which have been 

retained by the reporting holder, and if the funds, on deposit with the treasurer of state pursuant to 

this chapter, are insufficient to pay claims, the director may notify such holder in writing of the 

payment of the claim and such holder shall immediately reimburse the state in the amount of such 
claim. The reimbursement shall be credited to the unclaimed funds trust fund. 

(2) If a claim that is allowed under this section relates to attorney unclaimed funds that have 
been recovered by the Ohio access to justice foundation, pursuant to division (A) of section 169.052 
of the Revised Code and division (A) of this section, the director shall notify the Ohio access to 

justice foundation in writing of the payment of the claim and the Ohio access to justice foundation 

shall immediately reimburse the unclaimed funds trust fund in the amount of such claim inclusive of 

interest us required by division (D) of this section. The reimbursement shall be credited to the 
unclaimed funds tmst fund. 

(G) Any person, including the office of child support, adversely affected by a decision of the 

director may appeal such decision in the manner provided in Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 
In the event the claimant prevails, the claimant shall be reimbursed for reasonable attorney's 

fees and costs. 
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(H) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this chapter, any holder who has paid 

moneys to or entered into an agreement with the director pursuant to section 169.05 of the Revised 

Code on certified checks, cashiers' checks, bills of exchange, letters of credit, drafts, money orders, 
or travelers' checks, may make payment to any person entitled thereto, including the office of child 

support, and upon surrender of the document, except in the case of travelers' checks, and proof of 

such payment, the director shall reimburse the holder for such payment without interest. 

(D(l) Unclaimed funds and interest earned thereon that are first reported to the director 
under section 169.03 of the Revised Code on or before January 1, 2016, are deemed abandoned and 

escheat to the state on January 1, 2026, if no valid claim i filed by the owner or another pers011 
claiming a right to payment on or before that date. 

(2) Unclaimed funds and interest first reported to the director after January 1, 2016, are 

deemed abandoned and escheat to the state on the tenth anniversary of that reporting date if no valid 

claim is filed by the owner or another person claiming a right to payment on or before the tenth 

anniversary of that reporting date. 

(3)(a) All property rights. legal title to, and ownership of unclaimed funds and interest vest 
solely in the state on the date the unclaimed funds and interest are deemed abandoned and escheat to 

the state. 
(b) Notwithstanding division Q)(3)(a) of this section, the former owner or other person 

claiming a property interest in unclaimed funds that are deemed abandoned and escheat to the state 

may file a claim for payment of an equivalent amount. together with interest earned by the state if 

required under division (D) of this section. at any time on or before January 1, 2036. Upon providing 
sufficient proof of the validity of the owner's or other person's claim. the director shall pay the claim 
less any expenses and costs incurred by the tate in securing full title and ownership of the 

unclaimed funds. 

(c) If payment is made on a claim under division (I)(3)(b) of this section, no action thereafter 

shall be maintained by any other claimant against the state for or on account of the payment of the 
claim. 

(d) The director shall pay claims under division (1)(3)(b) of this section from the unclaimed 

fonds trust fund and shall not seek reimbursement for such claims from the Ohio cultural and sports 
facility performance grant fund created under section 123.282 of the Revised Code or deduct the 

amount of such claims from future remissions to that fund required by division 0)(4) of this section. 
{e) Any claim filed after the date the unclaimed funds and interest are deemed abandoned 

and escbeat to the state and after J,m1rnry I, 20~6, is void. 

{4) On the first days of January and July each year, beginning in 2026, the director shall 
remil or cause to be remitted all unclaimed funds and interest that are deemed abandoned and 

escheat to the state to the state treasury to the credit of the Ohio cultural and sp_orts facility 
performance grant fund created under section 123.282 of the Revised Code. 1he director shall notify 

the director of budget and management of all funds and interest remitted under this division. 
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(5) If unclaimed funds and interest that are deemed abandoned and escheat to the state are 
retained or invested by a holder pursuant to an agreement under division (A) of section 169.05 of the 

Revised Code, the director shall notify the holder and the holder shall pay the funds and interest to 

the director in a form and manner determined by the director. 

(6) The director of commerce shalJ develop guidelines and procedW'es to implement division 

mof this section including procedW'es addressing both of the following: 

(a) Repayment ofunclaimed funds and interest thal are invested in non-liquid assets; 

(b) Ensuring that the balance of the unclaimed funds trust fund is sufficient to meet the 
state's financial obligations under this chapter. 

Sec. 169.13. (A)(l) All agreements to pay a fee, compensation, commission, or other 

remuneration to locate, deliver, recover, or assist in the recovery of unclaimed funds reported under 

section 169.03 of the Revised Code, entered into within two years immediately after the date a report 
is filed under division (D) of section 169.03 of the Revised Code, are invalid. 

(2) A person interested in entering into an agreement to locate, deliver, recover, or assist in 
the recovery of unclaimed funds for remuneration shall not initiate any contact with an owner during 

the two-year period immediately after the date a report is filed under division (D) of section 169.03 
of the Revised Code. Failure to comply with this requirement is grounds for the invalidation of any 

such agreement between the person and the owner. 

(B) An agreement entered into any time after such two-year period is valid only if all of the 
following conditions are met: 

(I) The aggregate fee, compensation, commission, or other remuneration agreed upon is not 

in excess of ten per cent of the amount recovered and paid to the owner by the director of budget and 
management; 

(2) The agreement is in writing, signed by the owner, and notarized and discloses all of the 

following items: 
(a) The name, address, and telephone number of the owner, as shown by the records of the 

person or entity in possession of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box; 

(b) The name, address, and telephone number of the owner if the owner's name, address, or 
telephone number are different from the name, address, or telephone number of the owner as shown 
by the records of the person or entity in possession of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe 

deposit box; 

(c) The nature and value of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box; 

(d) The amount the owner will receive after the fee or compensation has been subtracted; 
(e) The name and address of the person or entity in possession of the unclaimed funds or 

contents of a safe deposit box; 
(f) That the director of budget and management will pay the unclaimed funds directly to the 

owner or the director of commerce shall deliver the contents of a safe deposit box directly to the 
owner; 
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(g) That the person agreeing to locate, deliver, recover, or assist in the recovery of the 

unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box is not an employee or agent of the director of 

commerce; 

(h) That the director of commerce is not a party to the agreement; 

(i) That the person agreeing to locate, deliver, recover, or assist in the recovery of the 

unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box holds a valid certificate of registration issued by 
the director under section 169 .16 of the Revised Code; 

(j) The number designated on that certificate of registration and the date the certificate of 

registration expires. 
(3) No agreement described in division (B)(2) of this section shall include a power of 

attorney for the payment of the unclaimed funds or delivery of the contents of a safe deposit box to 

any person other than the owner of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box. 

(4) If the agreement involves recovery of the contents of a safe deposit box, the agreement 

stipulates that the person receiving any fee, compensation, commission, or other remuneration for 
engaging in any activity for the purpose of locating, delivering, recovering, or assisting in the 

recovery of unclaimed funds or other items stored in a safe deposit box on behalf of any other person 

shall do all of the following: 
(a) Make arrangements to have an appraiser and the director of commerce view the contents 

of the safe deposit box together, at a time mutually agreeable to the appraiser and director; 
(b) State that the value of the property in the safe deposit box is the amount established by 

the appraiser who viewed the safe deposit box contents; 
(c) Base the fee, compensation, commission, or other remuneration for locating, delivering, 

recovering, or assisting in the recovery of unclaimed funds or other items stored in a safe deposit 

box on the appraised value established by the appraiser who viewed the safe deposit box contents. 

(C) No person shall receive a fee, compensation, commission, or other remuneration, or 
engage in any activity for the purpose of locating, delivering, recovering, or assisting in the recovery 
of unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box, under an agreement that is invalid under this 

section. 
(D) A person who receives any fee, compensation, commission, or other remuneration for 

engaging in any activity for the purpose of locating, delivering, recovering, or assisting in the 

recovery ofunclaimed funds or other items stored in a safe deposit box on behalf of any other person 

cannot function as an appraiser of the contents of the safe deposit box for purposes of division (B)(4) 

of this section. 
(E) The director shall not recognize or make any delivery and the a1:1ditor of state office of 

budget and management shall not make any payment pursuant to any power of attorney between an 

owner of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box and the person with whom the owner 

entered into an agreement pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section to locate, deliver, recover, or 
assist in the recovery of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box if that power of 
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attorney is entered into on or after March 23, 2007, and that power of attorney specifically provides 

for the payment of unclaimed funds or delivery of the contents of a safe deposit box to any person 
other than the owner of the unclaimed funds or contents of a safe deposit box. Nothing in this 

section shall be construed as prohibiting the payment of unclaimed funds or delivery of the contents 

of a safe deposit box to the legal representative of the owner of the unclaimed funds or contents of 
the safe deposit box. Notwithstanding the definition of "owner" specified in division (C) of section 

169.01 of the Revised Code, for purposes of the payment of unclaimed funds or delivery of the 
contents of the safe deposit box, a person with whom an owner entered into an agreement under 

division (B)(2) of this section is not a legal representative. 
Sec. 173.38. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Applicant" means a person who is under final consideration for employment with a 

responsible party in a full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or is referred to a 

responsible party by an employment service for such a position. "Applicant" does not include a 

person being considered for a direct-care position as a volunteer. 

(2) "Area agency on aging" has the same meaning as in section 173.14 of the Revised Code. 
(3) "Graef adn1inistrator of a responsible party" ieeh,ides a ooesumer •.vhea the ooeswfl:er js a 

responsible party. 

f4j-"Community-based long-term care services" means community-based long-term care 

services, as defined in section 173.14 of the Revised Code, that are provided under a program the 
department of aging administers. 

~ffi "Consumer" means an individual who receives community-based long-term care 

services. 

~ "Criminal records check" has the same meaning as in section 109.572 of the Revised 
Code. 

~.(fil(ru_ "Direct-care position" means an employment position in which an employee has 
either or both of the following: 

(i) In-person contact with one or more consumers; 

(ii) Access to one or more consumers' personal property or records. 

(b) "Direct-care position" does not include a-any of the following: 
.ill.._t\__person whose sole duties are transporting individuals under Chapter 306. of the 

Revised Code~ 

(ii) An attorney licensed to practice law in thi state; 

(iii) A person who is not licensed to practice law in this state. but. at the direction of an 
attorney licensed to practice law in this state. assists the attorney in the attorney's provision of legal 
services. 

~ill "Disqualifying offense" means any of the offenses listed or described in divisions (A) 
(3)(a) to (e) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code. 

f9f.(fil "Employee" means a person employed by a responsible party in a full-time, part-time, 
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or temporary direct-care position and a person who works in such a position due to being referred to 
a responsible party by an employment service. "Employee" does not include a person who works in 

a direct-care position as a volunteer. 

fl41(2)_ "PASSPORT administrative agency" has the same meaning as in section 173.42 of 

the Revised Code. 

fl-B(l_Q}_ "Provider" has the same meaning as in section 173. 3 9 of the Revised Code. 
~ "Responsible party" means the following: 

(a) An area agency on aging in the case of either of the following: 
(i) A person who is an applicant because the person is under final consideration for 

employment with the agency in a full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or is referred 

to the agency by an employment service for such a position; 

(ii) A person who is an employee because the person is employed by the agency in a full­

time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or works in such a position due to being referred to 
the agency by an employment service. 

(b) A PAS SPORT administrative agency in the case of either of the following: 

(i) A person who is an applicant because the person is under final consideration for 
employment with the agency in a full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or is referred 
to the agency by an employment service for such a position; 

(ii) A person who is an employee because the person is employed by the agency in a full­

time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or works in such a position due to being referred to 
the agency by an employment service. 

(c) A provider in the case of either of the following: 

(i) A person who is an applicant because the person is under final consideration for 

employment with the provider in a full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or is 

referred to the provider by an employment service for such a position; 
(ii) A person who is an employee because the person is employed by the provider in a full­

time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or works in such a position due to being referred to 

the provider by an employment service. 
(d) A subcontractor in the case of either of the following: 
(i) A person who is an applicant because the person is under final consideration for 

employment with the subcontractor in a full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or is 

referred to the subcontractor by an employment service for such a position; 
(ii) A person who is an employee because the person is employed by the subcontractor in a 

full-time, part-time, or temporary direct-care position or works in such a position due to being 

referred to the subcontractor by an employment service. 
(e) A oonsemer in the ease of eitl,1er of tlie following: 

(i) A persoe who is an 8:f)plioaet beoaase t;be person is uneler fieal ooesieleratioe for 

employment wits the consumer in a full time, part time, or tem13orary direct eare position for wh:iGb 
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the consumer, as the employer of reeord, is to direst the person in the pro1,•ision of eomffi-l:lnity based 

long term eare ser,t'iees the person is to pro•,ride the coaswner or is referred lo the coasurner by an 

employment service for sl:lfih a position; 

(ii) A person who is an employee because the person is employed by the conswner in a full 

time, part time, or temporary direst care position for whioh the oonsc1rner, as the employer of reoord, 

directs the person in the 13rnvis:ion of 001:effil:lllity based long tenn oare services the 13erson pro¥ides 
to the consumer or who works in suoh a position due to being referred to the consumer by an 

em13loyment senrioe. 
~QI). "Subcontractor" has the meaning specified in rules adopted under this section. 

fl-4jill} "Volunteer" means a person who serves in a direct-care position without receiving 
or expecting to receive any form ofremuneration other than reimbursement for actual expenses. 

f-1-A(ill "Waiver agency" has the same meaning as in section 5164.342 of the Revised Code. 

(B) This section does not apply to any iadi>.•idual of the following: 
(1) A person who is subject to a database review or criminal records check under section 

173.381 or 3740.11 of the Revised Code or to any individc1al ~ 
(2) A person who is subject to a criminal records check under section 3 721.121 of the 

Revised Code; 

(3) A participant-directed provider, but only if the director of aging has conducted a database 

review of the provider in the same manner that other database reviews are conducted under this 
section; 

(4) An ambulette driver employed by an organization licensed under Chapter 4766. of the 
Revised Code. 

(C) No responsible party shall employ an applicant or continue to employ an employee in a 
direct-care position if any of the following apply: 

(1) A review of the databases listed in division (E) of this section reveals any of the 
following: 

(a) That the applicant or employee is included in one or more of the databases listed in 
divisions (E)(l) to (5) of this section; 

(b) That there is in the state nurse aide registry established under section 3721.32 of the 
Revised Code a statement detailing findings by the director of health that the applicant or employee 

abused, neglected, or exploited a long-term care facility or residential care facility resident or 
misappropriated property of such a resident; 

(c) That the applicant or employee is included in one or more of the databases, if any, 
specified in rules adopted under this section and the rules prohibit the responsible party from 

employing an applicant or continuing to employ an employee included in such a database in a direct­
care position. 

(2) After the applicant or employee is provided, pursuant to division (F)(2)(a) of this section, 
a copy of the form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code 
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and the standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of that section, the applicant 
or employee fails to complete the form or provide the applicant's or employee's fingerprint 
impressions on the standard impression sheet. 

(3) Unless the applicant or employee meets standards specified in rules adopted under this 

section, the applicant or employee is found by a criminal records check required by this section to 
have been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of 

conviction for a disqualifying offense. 
(D) Except as provided by division (G) of this section, the chief administrator of a 

responsible party shall inform each applicant of both of the following at the time of the applicant's 
initial application for employment or referral to the responsible party by an employment service for 
a direct-care position: 

(1) That a review of the databases listed in division (E) of this section will be conducted to 
determine whether the responsible party is prohibited by division (C)(l) of this section from 
employing the applicant in the direct-care position; 

(2) That, unless the database review reveals that the applicant may not be employed in the 
direct-care position, a criminal records check of the applicant will be conducted and the applicant is 
required to provide a set of the applicant's fingerprint impressions as part of the criminal records 

check. 
(E) As a condition of employing any applicant in a direct-care position, the chief 

administrator of a responsible party shall conduct a database review of the applicant in accordance 
with rules adopted under this section. If rules adopted under this section so require, the chief 
administrator of a responsible party shall conduct a database review of an employee in accordance 
with the rules as a condition of continuing to employ the employee in a direct-care position. 
However, a chief administrator is not required to conduct a database review of an applicant or 
employee if division (G) of this section applies. A database review shall determine whether the 
applicant or employee is included in any of the following: 

(1) The excluded parties list system that is maintained by the United States general services 
administration pursuant to subpart 9.4 of the federal acquisition regulation and available at the 
federal web site known as the system for award management; 

(2) The list of excluded individuals and entities maintained by the office of inspector general 

in the United States department of health and human services pursuant to the "Social Security Act," 
sections 1128 and 1156, 42 U.S.C. 1320a-7 and 1320c-5; 

(3) The registry of developmental disabilities employees established under section :5121.52 

of the Revised Code; 
(4) The internet-based sex offender and child-victim offender database established under 

division (A)(l l) of section 2950.13 of the Revised Code; 
(5) The internet-based database of inmates established under section 5120.66 of the Revised 

Code; 
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(6) The state nurse aide registry established under section 3721.32 of the Revised Code; 
(7) Any other database, if any, specified in rules adopted under this section. 
(F)(l) As a condition of employing any applicant in a direct-care position, the chief 

administrator of a responsible party shall request that the superintendent of the bureau of criminal 
identification and investigation conduct a criminal records check of the applicant. If rules adopted 
under this section so require, the chief administrator of a responsible party shall request that the 
superintendent conduct a criminal records check of an employee at times specified in the rules as a 
condition of continuing to employ the employee in a direct-care position. However, the chief 
administrator is not required to request the criminal records check of the applicant or employee if 
division (G) of this section applies or the responsible party is prohibited by division (C)(l) of this 
section from employing the applicant or continuing to employ the employee in a direct-care position. 

If an applicant or employee for whom a criminal records check request is required by this section 
does not present proof of having been a resident of this state for the five-year period immediately 
prior to the date the criminal records check is requested or provide evidence that within that five­
year period the superintendent has requested information about the applicant or employee from the 
federal bureau of investigation in a criminal records check, the chief administrator shall request that 
the superintendent obtain information from the federal bureau of investigation as part of the criminal 
records check. Even if an applicant or employee for whom a criminal records check request is 
required by this section presents proof of having been a resident of this state for the five-year period, 
the chief administrator may request that the superintendent include information from the federal 
bureau of investigation in the criminal records check. 

(2) The chief administrator shall do all of the following: 
(a) Provide to each applicant and employee for whom a criminal records check request is 

required by this section a copy of the form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of section 109.572 
of the Revised Code and a standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of that 
section; 

(b) Obtain the completed form and standard impression sheet from the applicant or 
employee; 

(c) Forward the completed form and standard impression sheet to the superintendent. 
(3) A responsible party shall pay to the bureau of criminal identification and investigation 

the fee prescribed pursuant to division (C)(3) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code for each 
criminal records check the responsible party requests under this section. A responsible party may 
charge an applicant a fee not exceeding the amount the responsible party pays to the bureau under 
this section if both of the following apply: 

(a) The responsible party notifies the applicant at the time of initial application for 
employment of the amount of the fee and that, unless the fee is paid, the applicant will not be 
considered for employment. 

(b) The medicaid program does not pay the responsible party for the fee it pays to the bureau 
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under this section. 

(G) Divisions (D) to (F) of this section do not apply with regard to an applicant or employee 

if the applicant or employee is referred to a responsible party by an employment service that supplies 
full-time, part-time, or temporary staff for direct-care positions and both of the following apply: 

(1) The chief administrator of the responsible party receives from the employment service 

confirmation that a review of the databases listed in division (E) of this section was conducted of the 
applicant or employee. 

(2) The chief administrator of the responsible party receives from the employment service, 

applicant, or employee a report of the results of a criminal records check of the applicant or 

employee that has been conducted by the superintendent within the one-year period immediately 
preceding the following: 

(a) In the case of an applicant, the date of the applicant's referral by the employment service 
to the responsible party; 

(b) In the case of an employee, the date by which the responsible party would otherwise have 

to request a criminal records check of the employee under division (F) of this section. 

(H)(l) A responsible party may employ conditionally an applicant for whom a criminal 
records check request is required by this section prior to obtaining the results of the criminal records 

check if the responsible party is not prohibited by division (C)(l) of this section from employing the 
applicant in a direct-care position and either of the following applies: 

(a) The chief administrator of the responsible party requests the criminal records check in 

accordance with division (F) of this section before conditionally employing the applicant. 
(b) The applicant is referred to the responsible party by an employment service, the 

employment service or the applicant provides the chief administrator of the responsible party a letter 
that is on the letterhead of the employment service, the letter is dated and signed by a supervisor or 

another designated official of the employment service, and the letter states all of the following: 
(i) That the employment service has requested the superintendent to conduct a criminal 

records check regarding the applicant; 

(ii) That the requested criminal records check is to include a determination of whether the 
applicant has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of 

conviction for a disqualifying offense; 

(iii) That the employment service has not received the results of the criminal records check 
as of the date set forth on the letter; 

(iv) That the employment service promptly will send a copy of the results of the criminal 

records check to the chief administrator of the responsible party when the employment service 
receives the results. 

(2) If a responsible party employs an applicant conditionally pursuant to division (H)(l)(b) 

of this section, the employment service, on its receipt of the results of the criminal records check, 
promptly shall send a copy of the results to the chief administrator of the responsible party. 
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(3) A responsible party that employs an applicant conditionally pursuant to division (H)(l) 
(a) or (b) of this section shall terminate the applicant's employment if the results of the criminal 
records check, other than the results of any request for information from the federal bureau of 
investigation, are not obtained within the period ending sixty days after the date the request for the 
criminal records check is made. Regardless of when the results of the criminal records check are 
obtained, if the results indicate that the applicant has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been 
found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction for a disqualifying offense, the responsible party 
shall terminate the applicant's employment unless the applicant meets standards specified in rules 
adopted under this section that permit the responsible party to employ the applicant and the 
responsible party chooses to employ the applicant. Termination of employment under this division 
shall be considered just cause for discharge for purposes of division (D)(2) of section 4141.29 of the 
Revised Code if the applicant makes any attempt to deceive the responsible party about the 
applicant's criminal record. 

(I) The report of any criminal records check conducted pursuant to a request made under this 
section is not a public record for the purposes of section 149.43 of the Revised Code and shall not be 
made available to any person other than the following: 

(1) The applicant or employee who is the subject of the criminal records check or the 

applicant's or employee's representative; 
(2) The chief administrator of the responsible party requesting the criminal records check or 

the administrator's representative; 
(3) The administrator of any other facility, agency, or program that provides community­

based long-term care services that is owned or operated by the same entity that owns or operates the 
responsible party that requested the criminal records check; 

(4) The employment service that requested the criminal records check; 
(5) The director of aging or a person authorized by the director to monitor a responsible 

party's compliance with this section; 
(6) The medicaid director and the staff of the department of medicaid who are involved in 

the administration of the medicaid program if any of the following apply: 
(a) In the case of a criminal records check requested by a provider or subcontractor, the 

provider or subcontractor also is a waiver agency; 
(b) In the case of a criminal records check requested by an employment service, the 

employment service makes the request for an applicant or employee the employment service refers 
to a provider or subcontractor that also is a waiver agencyt-

(e) The crimi:Bal records check is requested by a eoeslliller who is acting as a respeesible 

(7) A court or hearing officer involved in a case dealing with any of the following: 
(a) A denial of employment of the applicant or employee; 
(b) Employment or unemployment benefits of the applicant or employee; 
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(c) A civil or criminal action regarding the medicaid program or a program the department of 
aging administers. 

(8) Pursuant to a lawful subpoena or valid court order, any necessary individual not 
identified in division (1)(7) of this section who is involved in a case dealing with any issue, matter, 
or action described in division (1)(7)(a), (b), or (c) of this section. 

(J) In a tort or other civil action for damages that is brought as the result of an injury, death, 
or loss to person or property caused by an applicant or employee who a responsible party employs in 
a direct-care position, all of the following shall apply: 

(1) If the responsible party employed the applicant or employee in good faith and reasonable 
reliance on the report of a criminal records check requested under this section, the responsible party 
shall not be found negligent solely because of its reliance on the report, even if the information in 
the report is determined later to have been incomplete or inaccurate. 

(2) If the responsible party employed the applicant in good faith on a conditional basis 
pursuant to division (H) of this section, the responsible party shall not be found negligent solely 
because it employed the applicant prior to receiving the report of a criminal records check requested 
under this section. 

(3) If the responsible party in good faith employed the applicant or employee because the 

applicant or employee meets standards specified in rules adopted under this section, the responsible 
party shall not be found negligent solely because the applicant or employee has been convicted of, 
pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction for a disqualifying 
offense. 

(K) The director of aging shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code to implement this section. 

(I) The rules may do the following: 
(a) Require employees to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks under this 

section; 
(b) If the rules require employees to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks 

under this section, exempt one or more classes of employees from the requirements; 
(c) For the purpose of division (E)(7) of this section, specify other databases that are to be 

checked as part of a database review conducted under this section. 
(2) The rules shall specify all of the following: 
(a) The meaning of the term "subcontractor"; 
(b) The procedures for conducting database reviews under this section; 
(c) If the mies require employees to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks 

under this section, the times at which the database reviews and criminal records checks are to be 
conducted; 

(d) If the rules specify other databases to be checked as part of the database reviews, the 
circumstances under which a responsible party is prohibited from employing an applicant or 
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continuing to employ an employee who is found by a database review to be included in one or more 
of those databases; 

(e) Standards that an applicant or employee must meet for a responsible party to be permitted 

to employ the applicant or continue to employ the employee in a direct-care position if the applicant 

or employee is found by a criminal records check required by this section to have been convicted of, 

pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction for a disqualifying 
offense. 

Sec. 173.381. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Community-based long-term care services" means community-based long-term care 

services, as defined in section 173 .14 of the Revised Code, that are provided under a program the 

department of aging administers. 

(2) "Community-based long-term care services certificate" means a certificate issued under 

section 173.391 of the Revised Code. 
(3) "Community-based long-term care services contract or grant" means a contract or grant 

awarded under section 173.392 of the Revised Code. 
(4) "Criminal records check" has the same meaning as in section 109.572 of the Revised 

Code. 

(5) "Disqualifying offense" means any of the offenses listed or described in divisions (A)(3) 

(a) to (e) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code. 
(6) "Provider" has the same meaning as in section 173 .39 of the Revised Code. 

(7) "Self-employed provider" means a provider who works for the provider's self and has no 
employees. 

(B) This section does not apply to any iadh•idual ·uho is sabjeet to a database Fe•,iev,1 or 

criminal records 0:heok under of the following: 
(1) An applicant as defined in section 3740.11 of the Revised Code or an employee as 

defined in section 3740.0 l of the Revised Code; 

(2) An ambulette driver employed by an organization licensed under Chapter 4766. of the 

Revised Code; 
(3) An attorney licensed to practice law in this state; 
(4) A person who is not licensed to practice law in this state, but wl10, at the direction of an 

attorney licensed to practice law in this state, assists the attorney in the attorney's provision of legal 

services. 
(C)(l) The department of aging or its designee shall take the following actions when the 

circumstances specified in division (C)(2) of this section apply: 
(a) Refuse to issue a community-based long-term care services certificate to a self-employed 

provider; 

(b) Revoke a self-employed provider's community-based long-term care services certificate; 

(c) Refuse to award a community-based long-term care services contract or grant to a self-
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employed provider; 
(d) Terminate a self-employed provider's community-based long-term care services contract 

or grant awarded on or after September 15, 2014. 
(2) The following are the circumstances that require the department of aging or its designee 

to take action under division (C)(l) of this section: 
(a) A review of the databases listed in division (E) of this section reveals any of the 

following: 
(i) That the self-employed provider is included in one or more of the databases listed in 

divisions (E)(l) to (5) of this section; 
(ii) That there is in the state nurse aide registry established under section 3721.32 of the 

Revised Code a statement detailing findings by the director of health that the self-employed provider 

abused, neglected, or exploited a long-term care facility or residential care facility resident or 
misappropriated property of such a resident; 

(iii) That the self-employed provider is included in one or more of the databases, if any, 
specified in rules adopted under this section and the rules require the department or its designee to 
take action under division (C)(l) of this section if a self-employed provider is included in such a 

database. 
(b) After the self-employed provider is provided, pursuant to division (F)(2)(a) of this 

section, a copy of the form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of section 109.572 of the Revised 
Code and the standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of that section, the 
self-employed provider fails to complete the form or provide the self-employed provider's 
fingerprint impressions on the standard impression sheet. 

(c) Unless the self-employed provider meets standards specified in rules adopted under this 
section, the self-employed provider is found by a criminal records check required by this section to 
have been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of 
conviction for a disqualifying offense. 

(D) The department of aging or its designee shall inform each self-employed provider of 
both of the following at the time of the self-employed provider's initial application for a community­
based long-term care services certificate or initial bid for a community-based long-term care services 

contract or grant: 
(1) That a review of the databases listed in division (E) of this section will be conducted to 

determine whether the department or its designee is required by division (C) of this section to refuse 
to issue or award a community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based long­
tem, care services contract or grant to the self-employed provider; 

(2) That, unless the database review reveals that the department or its designee is required to 
refuse to issue or award a community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based 
long-term care services contract or grant to the self-employed provider, a criminal records check of 
the self-employed provider will be conducted and the self-employed provider is required to provide 
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a set of the self-employed provider's fingerprint impressions as part of the criminal records check. 
(E) As a condition of issuing or awarding a community-based long-term care services 

certificate or community-based long-term care services contract or grant to a self-employed 
provider, the department of aging or its designee shall conduct a database review of the self­
employed provider in accordance with rules adopted under this section. If rules adopted under this 
section so require, the department or its designee shall conduct a database review of a self-employed 
provider in accordance with the rules as a condition of not revoking or terminating the self­
employed provider's community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based long­
term care services contract or grant. A database review shall determine whether the self-employed 
provider is included in any of the following: 

(1) The excluded parties list system that is maintained by the United States general services 
administration pursuant to subpart 9.4 of the federal acquisition regulation and available at the 
federal web site known as the system for award management; 

(2) The list of excluded individuals and entities maintained by the office of inspector general 
in the United States department of health and human services pursuant to the "Social Security Act," 
42 U.S.C. 1320a-7 and 1320c-5; 

(3) The registry of developmental disabilities employees established under section 5123.52 

of the Revised Code; 
(4) The internet-based sex offender and child-victim offender database established under 

division (A)(l 1) of section 2950.13 of the Revised Code; 
(5) The internet-based database of inmates established under section 5120.66 of the Revised 

Code; 
(6) The state nurse aide registry established under section 3721.32 of the Revised Code; 
(7) Any other database, if any, specified in rules adopted under this section. 
(F)(l) As a condition of issuing or awarding a community-based long-term care services 

certificate or community-based long-term care services contract or grant to a self-employed 
provider, the department of aging or its designee shall request that the superintendent of the bureau 
of criminal identification and investigation conduct a criminal records check of the self-employed 
provider. If rules adopted under this section so require, the department or its designee shall request 
that the superintendent conduct a criminal records check of a self-employed provider at times 
specified in the rules as a condition of not revoking or terminating the self-employed provider's 
community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based long-term care services 
contract or grant. However, the department or its designee is not required to request the criminal 
records check of the self-employed provider if the department or its designee, because of 
circumstances specified in division (C)(2)(a) of this section, is required to refuse to issue or award a 
community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based long-term care services 
contract or grant to the self-employed provider or to revoke or terminate the self-employed 
provider's certificate or contract or grant. 
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If a self-employed provider for whom a criminal records check request is required by this 

section does not present proof of having been a resident of this state for the five-year period 

immediately prior to the date the criminal records check is requested or provide evidence that within 
that five-year period the superintendent has requested information about the self-employed provider 

from the federal bureau of investigation in a criminal records check, the department or its designee 

shall request that the superintendent obtain information from the federal bureau of investigation as 
part of the criminal records check. Even if a self-employed provider for whom a criminal records 

check request is required by this section presents proof of having been a resident of this state for the 

five-year period, the department or its designee may request that the superintendent include 
information from the federal bureau of investigation in the criminal records check. 

(2) The department or its designee shall do all of the following: 

(a) Provide to each self-employed provider for whom a criminal records check request is 

required by this section a copy of the form prescribed pursuant to division (C)(l) of section 109.572 
of the Revised Code and a standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of that 

section; 
(b) Obtain the completed form and standard impression sheet from the self-employed 

provider; 
(c) Forward the completed form and standard impression sheet to the superintendent. 

(3) The department or its designee shall pay to the bureau of criminal identification and 
investigation the fee prescribed pursuant to division (C)(3) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code 

for each criminal records check of a self-employed provider the department or its designee requests 
under this section. The department or its designee may charge the self-employed provider a fee that 

does not exceed the amount the department or its designee pays to the bureau. 
(G) The report of any criminal records check of a self-employed provider conducted 

pursuant to a request made under this section is not a public record for the purposes of section 

149.43 of the Revised Code and shall not be made available to any person other than the following: 

(1) The self-employed provider or the self-employed provider's representative; 
(2) The department of aging, the department's designee, or a representative of the department 

or its designee; 
(3) The medicaid director and the staff of the department of medicaid who are involved in 

the administration of the medicaid program if the self-employed provider is to provide, or provides, 

community-based long-term care services under a component of the medicaid program that the 

department of aging administers; 
(4) A court or hearing officer involved in a case dealing with any of the following: 
(a) A refusal to issue or award a community-based long-term services certificate or 

community-based long-term care services contract or grant to the self-employed provider; 

(b) A revocation or termination of the self-employed provider's community-based long-term 
care services certificate or community-based long-term care services contract or grant; 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
421 

(c) A civil or criminal action regarding a program the department of aging administers. 

(5) Pursuant to a lawful subpoena or valid court order, any necessary individual not 
identified in division (G)(4) of this section who is involved in a case dealing with any issue, matter, 

or action described in division (G)(4)(a), (b), or (c) of this section. 

(H) In a tort or other civil action for damages that is brought as the result of an injury, death, 

or loss to person or property caused by a self-employed provider, both of the following shall apply: 

(1) If the department of aging or its designee, in good faith and reasonable reliance on the 

report of a criminal records check requested under this section, issued or awarded a community­
based long-term care services certificate or community-based long-term care services contract or 
grant to the self-employed provider or did not revoke or terminate the self-employed provider's 

certificate or contract or grant, the department and its designee shall not be found negligent solely 

because of its reliance on the report, even if the information in the report is determined later to have 

been incomplete or inaccurate. 
(2) If the department or its designee in good faith issued or awarded a community-based 

long-term care services certificate or community-based long-term care services contract or grant to 

the self-employed provider or did not revoke or terminate the self-employed provider's certificate or 

contract or grant because the self-employed provider meets standards specified in rules adopted 

under this section, the department and its designee shall not be found negligent solely because the 
self-employed provider has been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been found eligible for 

intervention in lieu of conviction for a disqualifying offense. 
(I) The director of aging shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code to implement this section. 
(1) The rules may do the following: 
(a) Require self-employed providers who have been issued or awarded community-based 

long-term care services certificates or community-based long-term care services contracts or grants 

to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks under this section; 
(b) If the rules require self-employed providers who have been issued or awarded 

community-based long-term care services certificates or community-based long-term care services 
contracts or grants to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks under this section, 

exempt one or more classes of such self-employed providers from the requirements; 

(c) For the purpose of division (E)(7) of this section, specify other databases that are to be 

checked as part of a database review conducted under this section. 
(2) The rules shall specify all of the following: 
(a) The procedures for conducting database reviews under this section; 

(b) If the rules require self-employed providers who have been issued or awarded 

community-based long-term care services certificates or community-based long-term care services 

contracts or grants to undergo database reviews and criminal records checks under this section, the 
times at which the database reviews and criminal records checks are to be conducted; 
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(c) If the rules specify other databases to be checked as part of the database reviews, the 
circumstances under which the department of aging or its designee is required to refuse to issue or 
award a community-based long-term care services certificate or community-based long-term care 
services contract or grant to a self-employed provider or to revoke or terminate a self-employed 
provider's certificate or contract or grant when the self-employed provider is found by a database 
review to be included in one or more of those databases; 

(d) Standards that a self-employed provider must meet for the department or its designee to 
be permitted to issue or award a community-based long-term care services certificate or community­
based long-tenn care services contract or grant to the self-employed provider or not to revoke or 
terminate the self-employed provider's certificate or contract or grant if the self-employed provider 
is found by a criminal records check required by this section to have been convicted of, pleaded 
guilty to, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction for a disqualifying offense. 

Sec. 173.391. (A) Subject to section 173.381 of the Revised Code and except as provided in 
division (I) of this section, the department of aging or its designee shall do all of the following in 
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code: 

(1) Certify a provider to provide services, including community-based long-term care 
services, under a program the department administers if the provider satisfies the requirements for 
certification established by rules adopted under division (B) of this section and pays the fee, if any, 
established by rules adopted under division (G) of this section; 

(2) When required to do so by rules adopted under division (B) of this section, take one or 
more of the following disciplinary actions against a provider certified under division (A)(l) of this 
section: 

(a) Issue a written warning; 
(b) Require the submission of both of U1e following: a plan of correction 0f-and evidence of 

compliance with requirements identified by the department; 
(c) Suspend referrals; 
(d) Remove clients; 
(e) Impose a fiscal sanction such as a civil monetary penalty or an order that unearned funds 

be repaid; 
(f) Suspend the certification; 
(g) Revoke the certification; 
(h) Impose another sanction. 
(3) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, hold hearings when there is a dispute 

between the department or its designee and a provider concerning actions the department or its 
designee takes regarding a decision not to certify the provider under division (A)(l) of this section or 
a disciplinary action under divisions (A)(2)(e) to (h) of this section. 

(B) The director of aging shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code establishing certification requirements and standards for determining which type of 
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disciplinary action to take under division (A)(2) of this section in individual situations. The rules 

shall establish procedures for all of the following: 
(1) Ensuring that providers comply with sections 173.38 and 173.381 of the Revised Code; 

(2) Evaluating the services provided by the providers to ensure that the services are provided 

in a quality manner advantageous to the individual receiving the services; 

(3) In a manner consistent with section 173.381 of the Revised Code, determining when to 
take disciplinary action under division (A)(2) of this section and which disciplinary action to take; 

(4) Determining what constitutes another sanction for purposes of division (A)(2)(h) of this 

section. 
(C) The procedures established in rules adopted under division (B)(2) of this section shall 

require that all of the following be considered as part of an evaluation described in division (B)(2) of 

this section: 
(1) The provider's experience and financial responsibility; 

(2) The provider's ability to comply with standards for the services, including community­

based long-term care services, that the provider provides under a program the department 

administers; 
(3) The provider's ability to meet the needs of the individuals served; 

(4) Any other factor the director considers relevant. 
(D) The rules adopted under division (B)(3) of this section shall specify that the reasons 

disciplinary action may be taken under division (A)(2) of this section include good cause, including 

misfeasance, malfeasance, nonfeasance, confirmed abuse or neglect, financial irresponsibility, or 
other conduct the director determines is injurious, or poses a threat, to the health or safety of 

individuals being served. 
(E) Subject to division (F) of this section, the department is not required to hold hearings 

under division (A)(3) of this section if any of the following conditions apply: 

(1) Rules adopted by the director of aging pursuant to this chapter require the provider to be 
a party to a provider agreement; hold a license, certificate, or permit; or maintain a certification, any 
of which is required or issued by a state or federal government entity other than the department of 

aging, and either of the following is the case: 
(a) The provider agreement has not been entered into or the license, certificate, permit, or 

certification has not been obtained or maintained. 
(b) The provider agreement, license, certificate, permit, or certification has been denied, 

revoked, not renewed, or suspended or has been otherwise restricted. 
(2) The provider's certification under this section has been denied, suspended, or revoked for 

any of the following reasons: 
(a) A government entity of this state, other than the department of aging, has terminated or 

refused to renew any of the following held by, or has denied any of the following sought by, a 
provider: a provider agreement, license, certificate, permit, or certification. Division (E)(2)(a) of this 
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section applies regardless of whether the provider has entered into a provider agreement in, or holds 

a license, certificate, permit, or certification issued by, another state. 
(b) The provider or a principal owner or manager of the provider who provides direct care 

has entered a guilty plea for, or has been convicted of, an offense materially related to the medicaid 

program. 

(c) A-The provider or a principal owner or manager of the provider who provides direct care 
has entered a guilty plea for, been convicted of, or been found eligible for intervention in lieu of 
conviction for an offense listed or described in divisions (A)(3)(a) to (e) of section 109.572 of the 

Revised Code, but only if the provider, principal owner, or manager does not meet standards 

specified by the director in rules adopted under section 173.38 of the Revised Code. 
(d) The department or its designee is required by section 173.381 of the Revised Code to 

deny or revoke the provider's certification. 
(e) The United States department of health and human services has taken adverse action 

against the provider and that action impacts the provider's participation in the medicaid program. 

(f) The provider has failed to enter into or renew a provider agreement with either of the 

following: the departn'lent or the PASSPORT administrative agency, as that term is defined in 
section 173.42 of the Revised Code, that administers programs on behalf of the department of aging 

in the region of the state in which the provider is certified to provide services. 
(g) The provider has not billed or otherwise submitted a claim to the department for payment 

under the medicaid program in at least two years. 

(h) The provider denied or failed to provide the department or its designee access to the 
provider's facilities during the provider's normal business hours for purposes of conducting an audit 

or structural compliance review. 
(i) The provider has ceased doing business. 

(i) The provider has voluntarily relinquished its certification for any reason. 
(3) The provider's provider agreement with the department of medicaid has been suspended 

under section 5164.36 of the Revised Code. 
(4) The provider's provider agreement with the department of medicaid is denied or revoked 

because the provider or its owner, officer, authorized agent, associate, manager, or employee has 
been convicted of an offense that caused the provider agreement to be suspended under section 

5164.36 of the Revised Code. 
(F) If the department does not hold hearings when any condition described in division (E) of 

this section applies, the department shall send a notice to the provider describing a decision not to 

certify the provider under division (A)(l) of this section or the disciplinary action the department is 
taking under divisions (A)(2)(e) to (h) of this section. The notice shall be sent to the provider's 

address that is on record with the department and may be sent by regular or electronic mail. 
(G) The director of aging may adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code establishing a fee to be charged by the department of aging or its designee for certification 
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issued under division (A) of this section. 

(H) Any amounts collected by the department or its designee under this section shall be 

deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the provider certification fund, which is hereby 

created. Money credited to the fund shall be used to pay for services, including community-based 

long-term care services, to pay for administrative costs associated with provider certification under 
this section, and to pay for administrative costs related to the publication of the Ohio long-term care 
consumer guide. 

(I) The director shall certify a provider in accordance with Chapter 4796. of the Revised 
Code if either of the following applies: 

(1) The provider is licensed or certified in another state. 

(2) The provider has satisfactory work experience, a government certification, or a private 

certification as described in that chapter as a provider of community-based long-term care services 

under a state program in a state that does not issue that license or certificate. 
Sec. 173.50. (A) Pursuant to a contract entered into with the department of medicaid as an 

interagency agreement under section 5162.35 of the Revised Code, the department of aging shall 

carry out the day-to-day administration of the component of the medicaid program known as the 
program of all-inclusive care for the elderly or PACE. The department of aging shall carry out its 

PACE administrative duties in accordance with the provisions of the interagency agreement and all 

applicable federal laws, including the "Social Security Act," section 1934, 42 U.S.C. 1396u-4. 
(B) To the extent authorized by rules authorized by section 5162.021 of the Revised Code, 

the director of aging may adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code 
regarding the PACE program, including rules establishing priorities for enrolling in the program 

pursuant to sestioa sections 173.501 and 173.503 of the Revised Code. The rules shall address only 
those issues that are not addressed in rules adopted by the medicaid director for the PACE program. 

Sec. 173.503. The department of aging shall seek to implement a presumptive eligibility 
component to the PACE program, under which applicants for PACE may receive services under the 
program during a temporary period, to begin immediately upon application and a finding of 

presumptive eligibj)ity, while a PACE organization conducts a full eligibi lity determination on 

behalf of the individual. If the individual is determined to be ineligible for PACE, the PACE 

organization that found the individual presumptively eligible shall be responsible for the costs of 
PACE services provided to the individual during the presumptive eligibility period. 

Sec. 173.525. (A)(l) In addition to any other eligibility requirement of this chapter, to be 
eligible to serve as a personal care aide under the PASSPORT program, an individual must 

successfully complete thirty hours ofpre-service training acceptable to the department of aging. 
To maintain eligibility, each personal care aide must successfully complete six hours of in­

service training acceptable to the department. Such training must be completed every twelve months. 
(2) In administering the PASSPORT program, the department shall not require a personal 

care aide to do either-any of the following: 
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(a) Complete more than thirty hours of pre-service training; 

(b) Complete more than six hours of in-service training in a twelve-month period,-

(B) The departmeat shall Rot require aft iedi•,•idual sen·iag as a heme health aiele ueder the 

PASSPOKI' progra1H to somplete ~ 
(c) Complete more hours of pre-service training or annual in-service training than required 

by federal law. 
(Gj(fil Only the following may supervise a home health aide er personal care aide under the 

PASSPORT program: 

(1) A registered nurse; 
(2) A licensed practical nurse under the direction of a chiropractor. dentist, optometrist. 

physician. physician assistant, podiatri t, or registered nurse. 

Sec. 175.16. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Federal credit" means the tax credit authorized under section 42 of the Internal Revenue 

Code. 
(2) "Credit period," "qualified low-income building," and "qualified basis" have the same 

meanings as in section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
(3) "Qualified project" means a qualified low-income building that is located in Ohio, is 

placed in service on or after July 1, 2023, and for which the director reserves a tax credit under 

division (B) of this section before July 1, 2027. 
(4) "Pass-through entity" has the same meaning as in section 5733.04 of the Revised Code. 

(5) "Project owner" means a person holding a fee simple interest or a leasehold interest 

pursuant to a ground lease in the land on which a qualified project sits. 
(6) "Reserved credit amount" means the amount determined by the director and stipulated in 

the notice sent to each owner of a qualified project under division (B) of this section. 

(7) "Annual credit amount" means the amount computed by the director under division (D) 

of this section prior to issuing an eligibility certificate. 
(8) "Equity owner" means a direct or indirect owner of a project owner, provided the project 

owner is a pass-through entity, as determined under applicable state law governing such an entity. 
(9) "Person" has the same meaning as in section 5701.01 of the Revised Code. 

(10) "Eligibility certificate" means a certificate issued by the director to each owner of a 

qualified project under division (D) of this section stating the amount of credit that may be claimed 

for each year of the credit period. 
(11) "Qualified allocation plan" means the plan developed by the Ohio housing finance 

agency, as required under section 175.06 of the Revised Code, for evaluating and selecting projects 
for the federal credit pursuant to the mandates and requirements within section 42 of the Internal 

Revenue Code. 
(12) "Internal Revenue Code" has the same meaning as in section 5747.01 of the Revised 

Code. 
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(13) "Designated reporter" means the project owner or one of the project owner's equity 

owners designated pursuant to division (I)(l) of this section. 
(14) "Director" means the executive director of the Ohio housing finance agency. 

(B) Except as otherwise provided by this division, the director, upon allocating a federal 

credit and issuing a binding reservation or letter of eligibility, pursuant to the Ohio housing finance 
agency's qualified allocation plan, for a qualified low-income building that is located in this state 

and placed in service on or after July 1, 2023, may reserve a tax credit under this section for the 
project owners so long as doing so will not result in exceeding the annual credit cap prescribed by 

division (C) of this section. The director shall not reserve a tax credit under this section after June 

30, 2027. 
The director shall send written notice of the reservation to each project owner. The notice 

shall state the aggregate credit amount reserved for all years of the qualified project's credit period 

and stipulate that receipt of the credit is contingent upon issuance of an eligibility certificate and 

filing the information described in division (I) of this section. Upon receipt of that notice, the owner 
shall provide the identity of the owner's designated reporter to the director. 

The director shall determine the credit amount reserved for each qualified project. The 

reserved credit amount shall not exceed the amount necessary, when combined with the federal 

credit, to ensure the financial feasibility of the qualified project. 
The director shall reserve credits in a manner that ensures that a qualified project is creating 

additional housing units that would not have otherwise been created with other state, federal, or 

private financing. The director may assess application, processing, and reporting fees to cover the 

cost of administering the tax credit authorized under this section. 
(C) The aggregate amount of credits reserved by the director under division (B) of this 

section in a fiscal year shall not exceed the sum of (1) one hundred million dollars, (2) the amount, if 

any, by which the credit cap prescribed by this division for the preceding fiscal year exceeds the 
credits reserved by the director in that year, and (3) the amount of tax credits recaptured or otherwise 

disallowed under division (G) of this section in the preceding fiscal year. 

For the purpose of computing and determining compliance with the credit cap prescribed by 
this division, the credit amount reserved for the project owners of a qualified project is the full 
amount for all years of the qualified project's credit period. 

(D) Immediately after approving the final cost certification for a qualified project for which 

a tax credit under this section is reserved, or upon otherwise determining the qualified basis of the 
qualified project and the date it was placed into service as required by section 42(m) of the Internal 

Revenue Code, the director shall compute the annual credit amount and issue an eligibility 
certificate to each project owner. The director shall send copies of all eligibility certificates issued 

each calendar year to the tax commissioner and the superintendent of insurance. 

The annual credit amount shall equal the lesser of the following: 
(1) The amount of the federal credit that would be awarded to the project owners for the first 
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year of the credit period if not for the adjustment required under section 42(f)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code; 

(2) One-tenth of the reserved credit amount stated in the notice issued under division (B) of 
this section. 

(E) Each eligibility certificate shall state the annual credit amount, the years that comprise 

the credit period, the name, address, and taxpayer identification number of each project owner, each 
owner's designated reporter, the date the certificate is issued, a unique identifying number, and any 

additional information prescribed by a rule adopted under division (H) of this section. A project 

owner, if the project owner is a pass-through entity, shall provide a copy of the eligibility certificate 

and any information described in division (I) of this section to each equity owner that has been 
allocated a credit under division (F)(2) of this section, if requested. 

(F)(l) For each year of a qualified project's credit period, the project owner or an equity 
owner may claim a nonrefundable credit against the tax imposed by section 5725.18, 5726.02, 

5729.03, 5729.06, or 5747.02 of the Revised Code equal to all or a portion of the annual credit 
amount stated on the eligibility certificate. The credit shall be claimed in the manner prescribed by 

section 5725.36, 5726.58, 5729.19, or 5747.83 of the Revised Code, as applicable. 

(2) If a project owner is a pass-through entity, the annual credit amount for any year of a 
qualified project's credit period may be allocated by the project owner among one or more equity 

owners and may be applied by those equity owners against more than one tax, but the total credits 
claimed in connection with that year of the qualified project's credit period by all project owners and 

equity owners against all taxes shall not exceed the annual credit amount stated on the eligibility 
certificate. 

(3) A project owner or equity owner may claim the credit authorized by this section after the 
date the qualified project is placed into service but not before the director issues the project owner an 

eligibility certificate under division (D) of this section and the applicable report required by division 
(I) of this section is filed by the designated reporter. 

(4) A project owner or equity owner that claims a tax credit under division (F)(l) of this 
section shall submit a copy of the eligibility certificate with the project owner's or equity owner's tax 

return or report. Upon request of the tax commissioner or the superintendent of insurance, any 

project owner or equity owner claiming a tax credit under this section shall provide the 

commissioner or superintendent other documentation that may be necessary to verify that the project 

owner or equity owner is entitled to claim the credit. 
(5) A project owner that is a pass-through entity may allocate the credit authorized hy this 

section to its equity owners under division (F)(2) of this section in any manner agreed to by such 
persons regardless of whether such equity owners are eligible for an allocation of the federal credit, 

whether the allocation of the credit under the terms of the agreement has substantial economic effect 

within the meaning of section 704(b) of the Internal Revenue Code, and whether any such person is 
deemed a partner of the project owner or equity owner for federal income tax purposes as long as the 
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equity owner acquired its ownership interest prior to claiming the credit. The allocation shall be 

allowed without regard to any provision of the Internal Revenue Code, or regulation promulgated 

pursuant to it, that may be interpreted as contrary to the allocation, including, without limitation, the 

treatment of the allocation as a disguised sale. 

An equity owner may assign all or any part of its interest in a qualified project, including its 
interest in the tax credits authorized by this section, to one or more other equity owners, and each 

assignee shall be able to claim the credit so long as its interest is acquired prior to the filing of its tax 

return or report or amended tax return or report claiming the credit and the assignee's ownership 
interest is identified in the report required by division (I) of this section. 

(6) Nothing in this section or section 5725.36, 5726.58, 5729.19, or 5747.83 of the Revised 

Code allows the assignment or transfer of any carryforward of the credit authorized under this 

section once the annual credit amount is claimed. 

(G) If any portion of the federal credit allocated to a qualified project is recaptured under 
section 42(j) of the Internal Revenue Code or is otherwise disallowed, the director shall recapture a 

proportionate amount of the tax credit claimed pursuant to this section in connection with the same 

qualified project. 
If the director determines to recapture such a tax credit, the director shall certify the name of 

each project owner and the amount to be recaptured to the tax commissioner and to the 
superintendent of insurance. The commissioner or superintendent shall determine the taxpayer or 

taxpayers that claimed the credit, the tax against which the credit was claimed, and the amount to be 

recaptured and make an assessment against the taxpayer or taxpayers under Chapter 5725., 5726., 
5729., or 5747. of the Revised Code, as applicable, for the amount of the tax credit to be recaptured. 

The time limitations on assessments under those chapters do not bar an assessment made under this 

division. 
(H) The director, in consultation with the tax commissioner and superintendent of insurance, 

shall adopt any rules necessary to implement this section in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code. 
(1)(1) For each calendar year, a designated reporter shall provide the tax commissioner-aoo 

the SUfJeriHteedeHt of insurance, in the form prescribed by the tax commissioner in consultation with 
the superintendent of insurance, all of the following: 

(a) The name, address, and taxpayer identification number of each project owner and equity 

owner that has been allocated a portion of the annual credit awarded on the eligibility certificate for 

that year; 
(h) The amount of the annual credit allocated to each such project owner and equity owner 

for such year and the tax against which the credit will be claimed; 
(c) The total of the amounts listed for each project owner and equity owner under division (I) 

( 1 )(b) of this section, demonstrating that the total does not exceed the amount listed on the eligibility 

certificate for that year. 
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(2) A designated reporter shall notify the tax comm1ss1oner and the superintendent ef 

insuranoe of any changes to the information reported in division (I)( l) of this section in the time and 
manner prescribed by the commissioner and s1:1perintendent 

(3) No credit allocated under this section may be claimed by a project owner or equity owner 

for a year unless that owner and the amount of the credit allocated to that owner appear on the report 

required by division (I)(l) of this section for that year. 

The tax commissioner shall provide a copy of the repo1t, and any subsequent change to the 

report. submitted by the designated repmter under division Q) of th is section to the superintendent of 
insurance in the time and manner agreed to by the commi sioner and superintendent. 

Sec. 175.17. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Qualified project" means a project to develop single-family dwellings in this state that 

satisfies any qualifications established by the director under division (I) of this section. 

(2) "Pass-through entity" has the same meaning as in section 5733.04 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Reserved credit amount" means the amount determined by the director and stipulated in 
the notice sent under division (B) of this section. 

(4) "Annual credit amount" means the amount computed by the director under division (D) 
of this section before issuing an eligibility certificate. 

(5) "Equity owner" means any person who directly or indirectly, through one or more pass­
through entities, is a member, partner, or shareholder of a pass-through entity. 

(6) "Person" has the same meaning as in section 5701.01 of the Revised Code. 

(7) "Eligibility certificate" means a certificate issued by the director to a project development 
owner under division (D) of this section. 

(8) "Project development owner" means a unit of government that owns a qualified project. 
(9) "Affordability period" means the period that commences on the date of sale of a single­

family dwelling constructed as part of a qualified project to the initial qualified buyer and continues 
through subsequent qualified buyers for ten years. 

(10) "Designated reporter" means the project development owner or one of the owner's direct 

or indirect partners, members, or shareholders, as selected by the owner under division (B) of this 

section. 
(11) "Project development investor" means any person that contributes capital to a qualified 

project in exchange for an allocation of a tax credit under this section. 

(12) "Credit period" means the ten-year period that begins in the year the eligibility 
certificate is issued. 

(13) "Director" means the executive director of the Ohio housing finance agency. 

(14) "Unit of government" means a county, township, municipal corporation, regional 
planning commission, community improvement corporation, economic development corporation, or 

county land reutilization corporation organized under Chapter 1724. of the Revised Code, or port 
authority. 
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(15) "Project development team" means the group of entities that develops, constructs, 
reports, appraises, finances, and services the associated properties of a qualified project in 
partnership with the project development owner. 

(B)(l) A project development owner may submit an application to the director for a credit 

reservation under this section on a form and in a manner that the director shall prescribe. On the 
application, the project development owner shall provide all of the following: 

(a) The name and address of the project development owner's designated reporter; 
(b) The names and addresses of all members of the project development team; 
(c) An estimate of the qualified project's development costs; 
(d) Any other information as the director may require pursuant to division (I) of this section. 
The director shall competitively evaluate and approve applications and award tax credit 

reservations under this section for a qualified project in accordance with the plan adopted under 
division (1)(1) of this section. The director shall determine the credit amount reserved for each 
qualified project, which shall not exceed the difference between the total estimated development 
costs included with the application and the appraised market value of all homes in the finished 
project, as estimated by the director. The director shall not reserve a credit under this section if doing 
so would exceed the annual limit prescribed by division (B)(3) of this section. 

(2) The director shall send written notice of the tax credit reservation to the project 
development owner of an approved qualified project. The notice shall state the aggregate credit 
amount reserved for all years of the qualified project's credit period and stipulate that receipt of the 
credit is contingent upon issuance of an eligibility certificate and filing the information required by 

division (H) of this section. 
(3) The amount of credits reserved by the director under division (B) of this section in a 

fiscal year shall not exceed the sum of (a) fifty million dollars, (b) the amount, if any, by which the 
credit allocation prescribed by this division for the preceding fiscal year exceeds the credits reserved 
by the director in that year, and (c) the amount of tax credits recaptured, assessed, and collected by 
the tax commissioner or superintendent of insurance, and disallowed or subject to reduction under 
this section in the preceding fiscal year. For the purpose of computing and determining compliance 
with the credit allocation prescribed by division (B)(3) of this section, the credit amount reserved for 
the project development owner is the full amount for all years of the qualified project's credit period. 

(4) The director shall not reserve a tax credit under this section after June 30, 2027. 
(C) The project development owner shall maintain ownership of a qualified project and 

associated single-family dwellings until the dwellings are sold to qualified buyers. The project 
development team shall service the associated properties of a qualified project for the duration of the 
applicable affordability period. 

The qualified buyer of a single-family home constructed as part of a qualified project for 
which a tax credit was reserved under this section shall occupy the home as the buyer's primary 
residence during the affordability period. 
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(D) Upon completion of a qualified project for which a tax credit was reserved under this 

section, the project development owner shall notify the director and provide a final development cost 
certification for approval. After receipt of this notice, the director shall appraise the project's 

dwellings. Immediately after approving the final cost certification, the director shall compute the 

amount of the tax credit that may be claimed in each year and issue an eligibility certificate to the 

project development owner. That annual amount, which shall be stated on the certificate, shall equal 

one-tenth of the reserved credit amount stated in the notice issued under division (B) of this section, 
subject to any reduction or increase as the result of the approval of the final cost certification and the 

appraisal conducted under this division. 

(E) Each eligibility certificate shall state the annual credit amount, the years that comprise 
the credit period, the name, address, and the taxpayer identification number of the project 

development owner, the project development owner's designated reporter, and all members of the 

project development team along with the date the certificate is issued, a unique identifying number, 

and any additional information the director may require by rule. The director shall certify a copy of 
each eligibility certificate to the tax commissioner and the superintendent of insurance. 

(F)(l) For each year of a qualified project's credit period, a project development owner may 

claim a nonrefundable credit against the tax imposed by section 5725.18, 5726.02, 5729.03, 

5729.06, or 5747.02 of the Revised Code equal to all or a portion of the annual credit amount listed 
on the eligibility certificate. The credit shall be claimed in the manner prescribed by section 5725.37, 

5726.60, 5729.20, or 5747.84 of the Revised Code. 
(2) A project development owner may or, if the owner is not subject to any tax against which 

the credit authorized under this section may be claimed, shall allocate all or a portion of the annual 
credit amount for any year of a qualified project's credit period among one or more project 

development investors. Such allocated credits may be applied by those project development 

investors or the equity owners of such an investor that is a pass-through entity against more than one 

tax, as applicable, but the total credits claimed for that year of the qualified project's credit period by 
all project development investors and equity owners shall not exceed the annual credit amount stated 

on the eligibility certificate. 

(3) A project development investor or the equity owner of such an investor that is a pass­
through entity may claim the credit authorized by this section after the date the director issues an 

eligibility certificate under division (D) of this section and the applicable annual report required by 
division (H) of this section is filed by the designated reporter. 

(4) A project development investor or equity owner that claims a tax credit under division 

(F)(2) of this section shall submit a copy of the eligibility certificate with the investor's or equity 
owner's tax return. Upon request of the tax commissioner or the superintendent of insurance, any 

project development investor or equity owner claiming a tax credit under that division shall provide 

the tax commissioner or superintendent other documentation that may be necessary to verify that the 
project development investor or equity owner is entitled to claim the credit. 
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(G) The director may disallow or recapture any portion of a credit if the project development 
owner or the project development owner's qualified project does not or ceases to qualify for the 

credit. If the director determines to recapture such a tax credit, the director shall certify the name of 
the project development owner, and the amount to be recaptured to the tax commissioner and to the 

superintendent of insurance. The tax commissioner or superintendent shall determine the taxpayer or 

taxpayers that claimed the credit, the tax against which the credit was claimed, and the amount to be 
recaptured and make an assessment against the taxpayer or taxpayers under Chapter 5725., 5726., 

5729., or 5747. of the Revised Code, as applicable, for the amount to be recaptured. The time 
limitations on assessments under those chapters do not bar an assessment made under this division. 

(H) For each calendar year, a designated reporter shall provide the following information to 

the director tax comm.is ioner on a form prescribed by the director commissioner in consultation 

with the tax. commissioner and the superintendent of insurance: 

(1) A list of each project development investor or equity owner that has been allocated a 

portion of the annual credit awarded in an eligibility certificate for that year, including the investor 
or owner's name, address, taxpayer identification number, and the tax against which the credit will 

be claimed by each. 
(2) For each project development investor or equity owner, the amount of annual credit that 

has been allocated for that year. 
(3) An aggregate list of the credit amount allocated for a qualified project demonstrating that 

the aggregate annual amount of the credits allocated does not exceed the aggregate annual credit 

awarded in the eligibility certificate. 
A designated reporter shall notify the director tax commissioner of any changes to the 

information reported under division (H) of this section in the time and manner prescribed by the 

direetorcomrnissioner. The direetor commissioner shall provide a copy of the report, and any 

subsequent changes to the report, submitted by the designated reporter under division (H) of this 
section to the tax: oomreissioner and the superintendent of insurance in the time and manner 

prescribed agreed to by the commissioner and superintendent. 
No credits allocated under this section may be claimed unless the credits are listed on the 

report required by division (H) of this section. 
(1)(1) The director shall adopt a plan for competitively awarding tax credits under this 

section. The plan shall establish the criteria and metrics under which projects will be assessed for 
qualification and may allocate tax credits in a pooled manner. 

(2) The director may assess application, processing, and repo1ting fees to cover the cost of 

administering this section. 
(3) The director, in consultation with the tax commissioner and the superintendent of 

insurance, shall adopt any rules necessary to implement this section in accordance with Chapter 119. 

of the Revised Code. Such rules may include all of the following: 

(a) Supplementary definitions as may be necessary to administer this section. 
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(b) Underwriting criteria to assess the risk associated with any application and determine 
appropriate criteria to deny an application based upon risk. 

(c) Criteria by which a project development owner shall be responsible for any or all risk 
associated with a qualified project such as homeowner abandonment, default, foreclosure, or other 
such risks. 

(d) Criteria to maintain the affordability of each of a qualified project's single-family 
dwellings during the affordability period, which may include a deed restriction held by the project 
development owner for some or all of the amount of the tax credit or any appreciated value of the 
property. 

(e) Requirements that the project development owner provide certain capital assets or other 
investments that contribute to the affordability of the project. 

(f) Criteria to be used in determining whether an individual is a qualified buyer. 
(g) Criteria regarding the purchase, ownership, and sale of completed qualified project 

single-family dwellings. 
(h) The manner of determining the project's development costs and the appraised market 

value of qualified project single-family dwellings. 
(i) Any other qualifications a project must meet to qualify as a qualified project. 
Sec. 303.12. (A)(l) Amendments to the zoning resolution may be initiated by motion of the 

county rural zoning commission, by the passage of a resolution by the board of county 
commissioners, or by the filing of an application by one or more of the owners or lessees of property 
within the area proposed to be changed or affected by the proposed amendment with the county rural 
zoning commission. The board of county commissioners may require that the owner or lessee of 
property filing an application to amend the zoning resolution pay a fee to defray the cost of 
advertising, mailing, filing with the county recorder, and other expenses. If the board of county 
commissioners requires such a fee, it shall be required generally, for each application. The board of 
county commissioners, upon the passage of such a resolution, shall certify it to the county rural 
zoning commission. 

(2) Upon the adoption of a motion by the county rural zoning commission, the certification 
of a resolution by the board of county commissioners to the commission, or the filing of an 
application by property owners or lessees as described in division (A)(l) of this section with the 
commission, the commission shall set a date for a public hearing, which date shall not be less than 
twenty nor more than forty days from the date of adoption of such a motion, the date of the 
certification of such a resolution, or the date of the filing of such an application. Notice of the 
hearing shall be given by the commission by one publication at least ten days before the date of the 
hearing, using at least one of the following methods: 

(a) In the print or digital edition of one or more newspapers of general circulation in each 

township affected by the proposed amendment; 
(b) On the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised 
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Code; 
(c) On the web site and social media account of the county. 

(B) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land, as 

listed on the county auditor's current tax list, written notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the 

county rural zoning commission, by first class mail, at least ten days before the date of the public 

hearing to all owners of property within and contiguous to and directly across the street from the 
area proposed to be rezoned or redistricted to the addresses of those owners appearing on the county 

auditor's current tax list. The failure of delivery of that notice shall not invalidate any such 

amendment. 

(C) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as 
listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the published and mailed notices shall set forth the 

time, date, and place of the public hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the county rural zoning commission that will be conducting the hearing; 

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, resolution, or application is an amendment to the 

zoning resolution; 
(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be rezoned or redistricted by the proposed 

amendment and of the names of owners of these properties, as they appear on the county auditor's 

current tax list; 
(4) The present zoning classification of property named in the proposed amendment and the 

proposed zoning classification of that property; 
(5) The time and place where the motion, resolution, or application proposing to amend the 

zoning resolution will be available for examination for a period of at least ten days prior to the 

hearing; 
(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the public hearing by 

publication, by mail, or by both publication and mail; 

(7) A statement that, after tp.e conclusion of the hearing, the matter will be submitted to the 

board of county commissioners for its action; 
(8) Any other information requested by the commission. 

(D) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the zoning resolution, or rezones or 
redistricts more than ten parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the 

published notice shall set forth the time, date, and place of the public hearing and include all of the 

following: 

(1) The name of the county rural zoning commission that will be conducting the hearing on 

the proposed amendment; 
(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is an amendment to the 

zoning resolution; 
(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the proposed amendment will be available 

for examination for a period of at least ten days prior to the hearing; 
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(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing by publication; 

(5) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing, the matter will be submitted to the 
board of county commissioners for its action; 

(6) Any other information requested by the commission. 

Hearings shall be held in the county court house or in a public place designated by the 
commission. 

(E) Within five days after the adoption of the motion described in division (A) of this 

section, the certification of the resolution described in division (A) of this section, or the filing of the 
application described in division (A) of this section, the county rural zoning commission shall 

transmit a copy of it together with text and map pertaining to it to the county or regional planning 

commission, if there is such a commission. 

The county or regional planning commission shall recommend the approval or denial of the 

proposed amendment or the approval of some modification of it and shall submit its 
recommendation to the county rural zoning commission. The recommendation shall be considered at 

the public hearing held by the county rural zoning commission on the proposed amendment. 
The county rural zoning commission, within thirty days after the hearing, shall recommend 

the approval or denial of the proposed amendment, or the approval of some modification of it, and 

shall submit that recommendation together with the motion, application, or resolution involved, the 

text and map pertaining to the proposed amendment, and the recommendation of the county or 
regional planning commission on it to the board of county commissioners. 

The board of county commissioners, upon receipt of that recommendation, shall set a time 
for a public hearing on the proposed amendment, which date shall be not more than thirty days from 

the date of the receipt of that recommendation. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the board by 

one publication at least ten days before the date of the hearing, using at least one of the following 

methods: 

(1) In the print or digital edition of one or more newspapers of general circulation in the 
county; 

(2) On the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised 

Code; 
(3) On the web site and social media account of the county. 

(F) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as 

listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, and 
place of the public hearing and include all of the following: 

(1) The name of the board of county commissioners that will be conducting the hearing; 
(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is an amendment to the 

zoning resolution; 

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be rezoned or redistricted by the proposed 
amendment and of the names of owners of those properties, as they appear on the county auditor's 
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current tax list; 
(4) The present zoning classification of property named in the proposed amendment and the 

proposed zoning classification of that property; 

(5) The time and place where the motion, application, or resolution proposing to amend the 

zoning resolution will be available for examination for a period of at least ten days prior to the 

hearing; 
(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing by publication, by 

mail, or by both publication and mail; 
(7) Any other information requested by the board. 
(G) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the zoning resolution, or rezones or 

redistricts more than ten parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax list, the 

published notice shall set forth the time, date, and place of the public hearing and include all of the 

following: 
(1) The name of the board of county commissioners that will be conducting the hearing on 

the proposed amendment; 
(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application, or resolution is an amendment to the 

zoning resolution; 
(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the proposed amendment will be available 

for examination for a period of at least ten days prior to the hearing; 
(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice of the hearing by publication; 
(5) Any other information requested by the board. 

(H) Within twenty days after its public hearing, the board of county commissioners shall 
either adopt or deny the recommendation of the county rural zoning commission or adopt some 

modification of it. If the board denies or modifies the commission's recommendation, a majority 

vote of the board shall be required. 
+he-Except as provided in division (I) of this section. the proposed amendment, if adopted 

by the board, shall become effective in thirty days after the date of its adoption, unless, within thirty 

days after the adoption, there is presented to the board of county commissioners a petition, signed by 

a number of qualified voters residing in the unincorporated area of the township or part of that 
unincorporated area included in the zoning plan equal to not less than eight per cent of the total vote 

cast for all candidates for governor in that area at the most recent general election at which a 

governor was elected, requesting the board to submit the amendment to the electors of that area for 
approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the day of the next primary or general 

election occurring at least ninety days after the petition is submitted. Each part of this petition shall 
contain the number and the full and correct title, if any, of the zoning amendment resolution, motion, 

or application, furnishing the name by which the amendment is known and a brief summary of its 

contents. In addition to meeting the requirements of this section, each petition shall be governed by 

the rules specified in section 3501.38 of the Revised Code. 
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The form of a petition calling for a zoning referendum and the statement of the circulator 
shall be substantially as follows: 

"PETITION FOR ZONING REFERENDUM 

(if the proposal is identified by a particular name or number, or both, these should be inserted here) 

A proposal to amend the zoning map of the unincorporated area of ______ 
Township, ________ County, Ohio, adopted ___ (date) ____ (followed by 

brief summary of the proposal). 
To the Board of County Commissioners of ________ County, Ohio: 

We, the undersigned, being electors residing m the unincorporated area of 

_______ Township, included within the County Zoning Plan, equal 
to not less than eight per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor in the area at the 

preceding general election at which a governor was elected, request the Board of County 
Commissioners to submit this amendment of the zoning resolution to the electors of 

Township residing within the unincorporated area of the township included in the 

County Zoning Resolution, for approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the day of the 
next primary or general election to be held on ____(date)___, pursuant to section 303.12 

of the Revised Code. 

Street Address Date of 

Signature or R.F.D. Township Precinct County Signing 

STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR 

I, _________(name of circulator) _ _______, declare under penalty of 
election falsification that I am an elector of the state of Ohio and reside at the address appearing 

below my signature; that I am the circulator of the foregoing part petition containing 
__(number)___ signatures; that I have witnessed the affixing of every signature; that all 

signers were to the best ofmy knowledge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature is to 

the best of my knowledge and belief the signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or 

of an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code. 

(Signature of circulator) 

(Address of 
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circulator's permanent residence in this state) 

(City, village, or township, and zip code) 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF 

THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

No amendment for which such a referendum vote has been requested shall be put into effect 
unless a majority of the vote cast on the issue is in favor of the amendment. Upon certification by the 

board of elections that the amendment has been approved by the voters, it shall take immediate 

effect. 
Within five working days after an amendment's effective date, the board of county 

commissioners shall file the text and maps of the amendment in the office of the county recorder and 
with the regional or county planning commission, if one exists. 

The failure to file any amendment, or any text and maps, or duplicates of any of these 
documents, with the office of the county recorder or the county or regional planning commission as 

required by this section does not invalidate the amendment and is not grounds for an appeal of any 

decision of the board of zoning appeals. 

(I) If a proposed amendment establishes or modifies planned-unit development regulations, 
the following apply in lieu of the contrary provisions of division (H) of this section: 

(1) The petition shall be signed by a number of registered electors residing in the territory 
where the planned-unit development regulations apply or will apply equal to not less than thirty-five 

per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor in that territory at the mo t recent 
general election at which a governor was elected. 

(2) The board of elections shall determine the sufficiency and validity of the petition not 

later than tbirty days after the petitjon is certified to the board of elections by the board of county 

commissioners. 
(3) If the board of elections determines there is an in ufficient number of valid ignatures, 

the board immediately shall notify the person who presented the petition. The person may submit 
additional signatures not later than ten days after the notification. 

Sec. 305 .021. (A) When there is a vacancy in the county engineer's office as a result of death 

or resignation and the vacancy cannot be filled by election or appointment as provided in section 

305.02 of the Revised Code, or if no one runs for the office of county engineer and, for that reason, 

the office is vacant, the board of county commissioners may contract with another county's county 
engineer to exercise the powers and perform the acts, duties, or functions of the county engineer. 

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Revised Code or the common law, the same person 
may serve as the county engineer of more than one county, including adjacent counties, under this 

section. 
(B) A county engineer with whom the board contracts shall receive supplemental 
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compensation for services rendered under the contract in an amount eq1:1al to that is not less than 

eighty per cent nor more than one hundred per cent of the compensation specified in sections 325.14 
and 325.18 of the Revised Code for the population range of the county in which the engineer is 

contracted to perform services, prorated for the duration of the contract. The supplemental 

compensation shall have no effect on the compensation a county engineer receives for serving as 

county engineer in the county in which the engineer holds office. The duration of the contract shall 
not extend beyond the last day of the term for which there was a vacancy. 

Sec. 305.03. fA1EBW Whenever any county officer, eJtoept the eounty ll'liditor or em,mty 
treasurer, fails to perform the duties of office for einety !b.i.[ty_consecutive days, except in case of 

sickness or injury as provided in divisions (B) and (C) of this section, the office shall be deemed 

vacant. Perfonning the duties of office includes a county officer appearing in per on at the officer's 

principal office Location on at least one out of thirty consecutive days. 

(2) V/11ene¥er aey eounty auelitor or eounty treas,uer fails to perform the eluties of of.flee for 
thMy oonseeutive days, eKoept ia ease of siekness or injury as provideel in eli:visions (B) aed (C) of 

this seetioe, the offiee saaU be eleemed vacant. 
(B) Whenever any county officer is absent because of sickness or injury, the officer shall 

cause to be filed with the board of county commissioners a certificate from a physician, certified 

nurse-midwife, clinical nurse specialist, or certified nurse practitioner of the officer's sickness or 
injury. If the certificate is not filed with the board within ten days after the expiration of thirty 

consecutive days, in the ease of a eouoty auditor or 001:J:Aty treasurer, or withiA ten days after the 

expiration of einety eoeseeuti'i'e days of absenee, ie the ease of all olher oounty officers, the office 
shall be deemed vacant. 

(C) Whenever a county officer files a certificate under division (B) of this section, but 

continues to be absent for an additional thirty days commencing immediately after the last day on 

which this certificate may be filed under division (B) of this section, the office shall be deemed 
vacant. 

(D) If at any time two county commissioners in a county are absent and have filed a 

certificate under division (B) of this section, the county coroner, in addition to performing the duties 

of coroner, shall serve as county commissioner until at least one of the absent commissioners returns 
to office or until the office of at least one of the absent commissioners is deemed vacant under this 

section and the vacancy is filled. If the coroner so requests, the coroner shall be paid a per diem rate 
for the coroner's service as a commissioner. That per diem rate shall be the annual salary specified 

by law for a county commissioner of that county whose term of office began in the same year as the 
coroner's term of office began, divided by the number of days in the year. 

While the coroner is serving as a county commissioner, the coroner shall be considered an 
acting county commissioner and shall perform the duties of the office of county commissioner until 
at least one of the absent commissioners returns to office or until the office of at least one of the 
absent commissioners is deemed vacant. Before assuming the office of acting county commissioner, 
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the coroner shall take an oath of office as provided in sections 3 .22 and 3 .23 of the Revised Code. 

The coroner's service as an acting county commissioner does not constitute the holding of an 

incompatible public office or employment in violation of any statutory or common law prohibition 
against the simultaneous holding of more than one public office or employment. 

The coroner shall give a new bond in the same amount and signed and approved as provided 
in section 305.04 of the Revised Code. The bond shall be conditioned for the faithful discharge of 

the coroner's duties as acting county commissioner and for the payment of any loss or damage that 

the county may sustain by reason of the coroner's failure in those duties. The bond, along with the 
oath of office and approval of the probate judge indorsed on it, shall be deposited and paid for as 

provided for the bonds in section 305.04 of the Revised Code. 

(E) Any vacancy declared under this section shall be filled in the manner provided by section 

305.02 of the Revised Code. 
(F) This section shall not apply to a county officer while in the active military service of the 

ec. 306.32. Any county, or any two or more counties, municipal corporations, or townships, 
combination of these, may create a regional transit authority by the adoption of a resolution or 

rci' ance by the board of county commissioners of each county, the legislative authority of each 

nicipal corporation, and the board of township trustees of each township which is to create or to 
·oin in the creation of the regional transit authority. The resolution or ordinance shall state: 

(A) The necessity for the creation of a regional transit authority; 
(B) The counties, municipal corporations, or townships which are to create or to join in the 

creation of the regional transit authority; 
(C) The official name by which the regional transit authority shall be known; 

(D) The place in which the principal office of the regional transit authority will be located or 

the manner in which it may be selected; 
(E) The number, term, and compensation, or method for establishing compensation, of the 

members of the board of trustees of the regional transit authority. Compensation shall not exceed 
fifty dollars for each board and committee meeting attended by a member, except that if 

compensation is provided annually it shall not exceed six thousand dollars for the president of the 

board or four thousand eight hundred dollars for each other board member. 
(F) The manner in which vacancies on the board of trustees of the regional transit authority 

shall be filled; 
(G) The manner and to what extent the lxpenses of the regional transit authority shall be 

appmtioned among the counties, municipal corporations, and townships creating it; 

(H) The purposes, including the kinds of transit facilities, for which the regional transit 

authority is organized. 
The regional transit authority provided for in the resolution or ordinance shall be deemed to 

be created upon the adoption of the resolution or ordinance by the board of county commissioners o, 
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each county, the legislative aut ·ty of e3/11~ un • al corporation, and the board of township 
trustees of each township enum 1 te in t!:fres olution or ordinance. 

The resolution or ordina ce ting a regional transit authority may be amended to include 
additional counties, municipal c rporations, or townships or for any other purpose, by the adoption 
of the amendment by the board of county commissioners of each county, the legislative authority of 
each municipal corporation, and the board of township trustees of each township which has created 
or joined or proposes to join the regional transit authority. 

After each county, municipal corporation, and township which has created or joined or 
proposes to join the regional transit authority has adopted its resolution or ordinance approving 
inclusion of additional counties, municipal corporations, or townships in the regional transit 
authority, a copy of each resolution or ordinance shall be filed with the clerk of the board of the 
county commissioners of each county, the clerk of the legislative authority of each municipal 
corporation, and the fiscal officer of the board of trustees of each township proposed to be included 
in the regional transit authority. The inclusion is effective when all such filing has been completed, 
unless the regional transit authority to which territory is to be added has authority to levy an ad 
valorem tax on property, or a sales tax, within its territorial boundaries, in which event the inclusion 
shall become effective on the sixtieth day after the last such filing is accomplished, unless, prior to 
the expiration of the sixty-day period, qualified electors residing in the area proposed to be added to 
the regional transit authority, equal in number to at least ten per cent of the qualified electors from 
the area who voted for governor at the last gubernatorial election, file a petition of referendum 
against the inclusion. Any petition of referendum filed under this section shall be filed at the office 
of the secretary of the board of trustees of the regional transit authority. The person presenting the 
petition shall be given a receipt containing on it the time of the day, the date, and the purpose of the 
petition. The secretary of the board of trustees of the regional transit authority shall cause the 
appropriate board or boards of elections to check the sufficiency of signatures on any petition of 
referendum filed under this section and, if found to be sufficient, shall present the petition to the 
board of trustees at a meeting of said board which occurs not later than thirty days following the 
filing of said petition. Upon presentation to the board of trustees of a petition of referendum against 
the proposed inclusion, the board of trustees shall promptly certify the proposal to the board or 
boards of elections for the purpose of having the proposal placed on the ballot at the next general or 
primary election which occurs not less than ninety days after the date of the meeting of said board, 
or at a special election, the date of which shall be specified in the certification, which date shall be 
not less than ninety days after the date of such meeting of the board. Signatures on a petition of 
referendum may be withdrawn up to and including the meeting of the board of trustees certifying the 
proposal to the appropriate board or boards of elections. If territory of more than one county, 
municipal corporation, or township is to be added to the regional transit authority, the electors of the 
territories of the counties, municipal corporations, or townships which are to be added shall vote as a 
district, and the majority affirmative vote shall be determined by the vote cast illhh<llidm<etl aed· itialed text was 
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whole. !fthe proposal would extend the~ property tax to the territory to be added 

to the regional transit authority, the board[of trustees of the regional transit authority and the county 
auditor shall proceed in the same manner as required for a tax levy under section 5705.03 of the 

Revised Code, except that the levy's annual collections shall be estimated assuming that the 
additional territory has been added to the regional transit authority. 

Upon certification of a proposal to the appropriate board or boards of elections pursuant to 
this section, the board or boards of election shall make the necessary arrangements for the 
submission of the question to the electors of the territory to be added to the regional transit authority 
qualified to vote on the question, and the election shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the 
manner provided for the submission of tax levies under section 5705.191 of the Revised Code, 
except that the question appearing on the ballot shall read: 

"Shall the territory within the ____________ (Name or names of political 
subdivisions to be joined) be added to (Name) regional 
transit authority?" and shall a(n) (here insert type of tax or taxes) at a rate not to exceed 
__ (here insert maximum tax rate or rates) be levied for all transit purposes?" 

If the tax is a tax on property, the ballot shall express the levy's estimated annual collections, 
and the rate shall be expressed numerically in mills for each one dollar of taxable value and the 
effective rate shall be expressed numerically in dollars for each one hundred thousand dollars of the 
county auditor's appraised market value. 

If the question is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting on the question, the 
joinder is immediately effective, and the regional transit authority may extend the levy of the tax 
against all the taxable property within the territory which has been added. If the question is approved 
at a general election or at a special election occurring prior to the general election but after the 

fifteenth day of July, the regional transit authority may amend its budget and resolution adopted 
pursuant to section 5705.34 of the Revised Code, and the levy shall be placed on the current tax list 
and duplicate and collected as other taxes are collected from all taxable property within the 
territorial boundaries of the regional transit authority, including the territory within each political 
subdivision added as a result of the election. 

The territorial boundaries of a regional transit authority shall be coextensive with the 
territorial boundaries of the counties, municipal corporations, and townships included within the 
regional transit authority, provided that the same area may be included in more than one regional 
transit authority so long as the regional transit authorities are not organized for purposes as provided 
for in the resolutions or ordinances creating the same, and any amendments to them, relating to the 
same kinds of transit facilities; and provided further, that if a regional transit authority includes only 
a portion of an entire county, a regional transit authority for the same purposes may be created in the 

remaining portion of the same county by resolution of the board of county commissioners acting 
alone or in conjunction with municipal corporations and townships as provided in this section. 
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No regional transit a~i~ I be organized after January 1, 1975, to include any area 
already included in a regional sit authority, except that any regional transit authority organized 
after June 29, 1974, and havi g territorial boundaries entirely within a single county shall, upon 
adoption by the board of county commissioners of the county of a resolution creating a regional 

transit authority including within its territorial jurisdiction the existing regional transit authority and 
for purposes including the purposes for which the existing regional transit authority was created, be 
dissolved and its territory included in such new regional transit authority. Any resolution creating 
such a new regional transit authority shall make adequate provision for satisfaction of the obligations 
of the dissolved regional transit authority. 

As used in this section, "the county auditor's apJ)mised market value" and "effective rate" 
have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 306.322. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Political subdivision" means a county, a municipal corporation, or a township. 
(2) "Governing body" means a board of county commissioners of a county, a legislative 

authority of a municipal corporation, or a board of trustees of a township. 
(B) For any regional transit authority that levies a property tax and that includes in its 

membership political subdivisions that are located in a county having a population of at least four 
hundred thousand according to the most recent federal census, the procedures of this section apply 
until December 31, 2022, and are in addition to and an alternative to those established in sections 
306.32, 306.321, and 306.54 of the Revised Code for joining to the regional transit authority 
additional political subdivisions. 

(C) Any political subdivision may adopt a resolution or ordinance proposing to join a 
regional transit authority described in division (B) of this section. In its resolution or ordinance, the 
political subdivision may propose joining the regional transit authority for a limited period of three 
years or without a time limit. 

(D) The political subdivision proposing to join the regional transit authority shall submit a 
copy of its resolution or ordinance to the governing body of each political subdivision comprising 
the regional transit authority. Within thirty days of receiving the resolution or ordinance for 
inclusion in the regional transit authority, the governing body of each political subdivision shall 
consider the question of whether to include the additional political subdivision in the regional transit 

authority, shall adopt a resolution or ordinance approving or rejecting the inclusion of the additional 
political subdivision, and shall present its resolution or ordinance to the board of trustees of the 

regional transit authority. 
If the board of trustees of the regional transit authority proposes to extend the levy of an 

existing property tax to the territory to be added to the regional transit authority, the board and the 
county auditor shall proceed in the same manner as required for a tax levy under section 5705.03 of 

the Revised Code, except that the levy's annual collections shall be estimated assuming that the 
additional territory has been added to the regional transit authority. 

itialed text was 

disapproved. 

<.J vAJ' ::J. ~/ 
Date: _____ _ 

Mike DeWine. Govemor 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
445 

(E) If a majority of the political subdivisions comprising the regional transit authority 
approve the inclusion of the additional political subdivision under division (D) of this section, the 
board of trustees of the regional transit authority may proceed as provided in division (K) of this 
section or as provided in divisions (F) to (J) of this section, as applicable. 

(F) Not later than the tenth day following the day on which the last ordinance or resolution is 
presented under division (D) of this section, the board of trustees of the regional transit authority 
shall notify the political subdivision proposing to join the regional transit authority that it may 
certify the proposal to the board of elections for the purpose of having the proposal placed on the 
ballot at the next general election or at a special election conducted on the day of the next primary 
election that occurs not less than ninety days after the resolution or ordinance is certified to the 
board of elections. 

(G) Upon certification of a proposal to the board of elections pursuant to division (F) of this 
section, the board of elections shall make the necessary arrangements for the submission of the 
question to the electors of the territory to be included in the regional transit authority qualified to 
vote on the question, and the election shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the same manner as 
regular elections for the election of officers of the political subdivision proposing to join the regional 
transit authority, except that, if the resolution proposed the inclusion without a time limitation the 
question appearing on the ballot shall read: 

"Shall the territory within the ____________ (Name or names of political 
subdivisions to be joined) be added to (Name) regional 
transit authority and shall a(n) (here insert type of tax or taxes) at a rate of taxation not 
to exceed __ (here insert maximum tax rate or rates) be levied for all transit purposes?" Q 

If the resolution proposed the inclusion with a three-year time limitation~ que 1 

appearing on the ballot shall read: 
"Shall the territory within the _______ _ _ __ (Name or nam of political 

subdivisions to be joined) be added to _______________ (Na 1e) regional 
transit authority for three years and shall a(n) _____ (here insert type of tax or taxes) at a rate 
of taxation not to exceed __ (here insert maximum tax rate or rates) be levied for all transit 
purposes for three years?" 

In either case, if the tax is a tax on property, the ballot shall express the levy's estimated 
annual collections, and the rate shall be expressed numerically in mills for each one dollar of taxable 
value and the effective rate shall be expressed numerically in dollars for each one hundred thousand 
dollars of the county auditor's appra:i:sed market value. 

(H) If the question is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting on the question, 
the addition of the new territory is effective six months from the date of the certification of its 
passage, and the regional transit authority may extend the levy of the tax against all the taxable 
property within the territory that was added. If the question is approved at a general election or at a 

special election occurring prior to the general election but after the fifteenth day ofr.fMlaf>o~tbo~9™1 1 ialed text was 
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transit authority may amend its budgel and resolution adopted purslJf't t~ 5705.34 of the 
Revised Code, and the levy shall be placed on the current tax list ~y<kiuplicate and collected as 
other taxes are collected from all taxable property within tbe terri torial boundaries of the regional 
transit authority, including the territory within the political subdivision added as a result of the 

election. If the budget of the regional transit authority is amended pursuant to this paragraph, the 
county auditor shall prepare and deliver an amended certificate of estimated resources to reflect the 
change in anticipated revenues of the regional transit authority. 

(I) If the question is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting on the question, 
the board of trustees of the regional transit authority immediately shall amend the resolution or 
ordinance creating the regional transit authority to include the additional political subdivision. 

(J) If the question approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question added the 
political subdivision for three years, the territory of the additional political subdivision in the 
regional transit authority shall be removed from the territory of the regional transit authority three 
years after the date the territory was added, as determined in the effective date of the election, and 
shall no longer be a part of that authority without any further action by either the political 
subdivisions that were included in the authority prior to submitting the question to the electors or of 
the political subdivision added to the authority as a result of the election. The regional transit 
authority reduced to its territory as it existed prior to the inclusion of the additional political 
subdivision shall be entitled to levy and collect any property taxes that it was authorized to levy and 
collect prior to the enlargement of its territory and for which authorization has not expired, as if the 
enlargement had not occurred. 

(K)(l) If a majority of the political subdivisions comprising the regional transit authority 
approve the inclusion of the additional political subdivision without a time limit under division (D) 
of this section, the board of trustees of the regional transit authority may adopt a resolution to submit 
to the electors of the regional transit authority, as it would be enlarged by the inclusion, the question 
of including the political subdivision in the regional transit authority, of levying a tax under sections 
5739.023 and 5741.022 of the Revised Code throughout the territorial boundaries of the regional 
transit authority as so enlarged, and of repealing the property tax levied by the regional transit 
authority under section 306.49 of the Revised Code. 

The resolution shall state all of the following: 
(a) The date on which the political subdivision is to be included in the regional transit 

authority; 
(b) The rate of the tax to be levied under sections 5739.023 and 5741.022 of the Revised 

Code, the number of years it is to be levied or that it is to be levied for a continuing period of time, 
and the date on which it shall first be levied, all as provided under section 5739.023 of the Revised 
Code; 

(c) The last tax year that the property tax is to be levied under section 306.49 of the Revised 

Code. The above boxed and ini ialed text was 
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(5) of this sectio~ e pol~,</ s • ision 
shall not be joined to the regional transit authority before the first day sa(e~ t9 u/e ta,( is levied 
the regional transit authority under sections 5739.023 and 5741.022 ofthe ~ evised Code es and 
use tax shall not be levied under those sections on or before the last day of the t tax year the 
regional transit authority levies property tax under section 306.49 of the /4 Code. 

(3) The board of trustees of the regional transit authority sha certify the resolution to the 
board of elections for the purpose of having the proposal placed on the ballot at the next general 
election or at a special election conducted on the day of the next primary election that occurs not less 
than ninety days after the resolution is certified to the board of elections. The election shall be held, 
canvassed, and certified, as provided in section 306. 70 of the Revised Code, except that the question 
appearing on the ballot shall read: 

"Shall the territory within the ___ _____ (Name or names of political subdivisions 
to be joined) be added to _______ (Name) regional transit authority, shall sales and use tax 
at a rate not exceeding ____ (Insert tax rate) be levied for all transit purposes throughout the 
territory of the regional transit authority, and shall the existing property tax levied for transit 
purposes be repealed?" 

(4) If the question is approved, the sales and use tax may be levied and collected as is 
otherwise provided under sections 5739.023 and 5741.022 of the Revised Code on and after the date 
stated in the resolution. 

(5) The board of trustees shall appropriate from the first moneys received from the sales and 
use tax in each year the full amount required in order to pay the principal of and interest on any 
notes of the regional transit authority issued pursuant to section 306.49 of the Revised Code in 
anticipation of the collection of the property tax. The board of trustees shall not thereafter levy and 
collect the property tax unless and to the extent that the levy and collection is necessary to pay the 
principal of and interest on notes issued in anticipation of the property tax in order to avoid 
impairing the obligation of the contract between the regional transit authority and the note holders. 
Such property tax shall be levied only in the territory of the authority as it existed before the political 
subdivision was joined to the authority. 

(6) If the question is approved after the fifteenth day of July in any calendar year, the 
regional transit authority may amend its budget for the current and next fiscal year, and any 
resolution adopted pursuant to section 5705 .34 of the Revised Code, to reflect the imposition of the 
sales and use tax, and shall amend its budget for the next fiscal year, and any resolution adopted 
pursuant to section 5705.34 of the Revised Code, to comply with division (K)(5) of this section. If 
the budget of the regional transit authority is amended pursuant to this division, the county auditor 
shall prepare and deliver an amended certificate of estimated resources to reflect the change in 
anticipated revenues of the regional transit authority. 

(7) If the question is approved, the board of trustees of the regional transit authority 

immediately shall amend the resolution or ordinance creating the regional transit au~~~NvtA,~~Mi itialed text was 
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the additional political subdivision. 
(L) As used in this section, "the county auditor' appraised market value" and "effective rate" 

have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 306.43. (A) The board of trustees of a regional transit authority or any officer or 

employee designated by such board may make any contract for the purchase of goods or services, 

the cost of which does not exceed one hundred thousand dollars. When an expenditure, other than 
for the acquisition of real estate, the discharge of claims, or the acquisition of goods or services 

under the circumstances described in division (H) of this section, is expected to exceed one hundred 

thousand dollars, such expenditure shall be made through full and open competition by the use of 
competitive procedures. The regional transit authority shall use the competitive procedure, as set 

forth in divisions (B), (C), (D), and (E) of this section, that is most appropriate under the 

circumstances of the procurement. 
(B) Competitive sealed bidding is the preferred method of procurement and a regional transit 

authority shall use that method if all of the following conditions exist: 
(1) A clear, complete, and adequate description of the goods, services, or work is available; 

(2) Time permits the solicitation, submission, and evaluation of sealed bids; 
(3) The award will be made on the basis ofprice and other price-related factors; 

(4) It is not necessary to conduct discussions with responding offerors about their bids; 

(5) There is a reasonable expectation ofreceiving more than one sealed bid. 
A regional transit authority shall publish a notice calling for bids once a week for no less 

than two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of 

the regional transit authority, or as provided in section 7 .16 of the Revised Code. A regional transit 
authority may require that a bidder for any contract other than a construction contract provide a bid 

guaranty in the form, quality, and amount considered appropriate by the regional transit authority. 

The board may let the contract to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. Where fewer than 
two responsive bids are received, a regional transit authority may negotiate price with the sole 

responsive bidder or may rescind the solicitation and procure under division (H)(2) of this section. 
(C) A regional transit authority may use two-step competitive bidding, consisting of a 

technical proposal and a separate, subsequent sealed price bid from those submitting acceptable 

technical proposals, if both of the following conditions exist: 

(1) A clear, complete, and adequate description of the goods, services, or work is not 

available, but definite criteria exist for the evaluation of technical proposals; 
(2) It is necessary to conduct discussions with responding offerors. 

A regional transit authority shall publish a notice calling for technical proposals once a week 
for no less than two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial 

boundaries of the regional transit authority, or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code. A 

regional transit authority may require a bid guaranty in the form, quality, and amount the regional 

transit authority considers appropriate. The board may let the contract to the lowe~~tam9eltibY~Winitialed text was 
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responsible bidder. Where fewer than two responsive and responsible bids are received, a regional 

transit authority may negotiate price with the sole responsive and responsible bidder or may rescind 
the solicitation and procure under division (H)(2) of this section. 

(D) A regional transit authority shall make a procurement by competitive proposals if 

competitive sealed bidding or two-step competitive bidding is not appropriate. 

A regional transit authority shall publish a notice calling for proposals once a week for no 

less than two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial 
boundaries of the regional transit authority, or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code. A 

regional transit authority may require a proposal guaranty in the form, quality, and amount 
considered appropriate by the regional transit authority. The board may let the contract to the 

proposer making the offer considered most advantageous to the authority. Where fewer than two 

competent proposals are received, a regional transit authority may negotiate price and terms with the 

sole proposer or may rescind the solicitation and procure under division (H)(2) of this section. 

(E)(l) A regional transit authority shall procure the services of an architect or engineer in the 
manner prescribed by the "Federal Mass Transportation Act of 1987," Public Law No. 100-17, 

section 316, 101 Stat. 227, 232-234, 49 U.S.C.A. app. 1608 and the services of a construction 

manager in the manner prescribed by sections 9.33 to 9.332 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A regional transit authority may procure revenue rolling stock in the manner prescribed 
by division (B), (C), or (D) of this section. 

(3) All contracts for construction in excess of one hundred thousand dollars shall be made 
only after the regional transit authority has published a notice calling for bids once a week for two 

consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of the 
regional transit authority, or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code. The board may award 

a contract to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. Where only one responsive and 

responsible bid is received, the regional transit authority may negotiate price with the sole 

responsive bidder or may rescind the solicitation. The regional transit authority shall award 
construction contracts in accordance with sections 153.12 to 153.14 and 153.54 of the Revised Code. 

Divisions (B) and (C) of this section shall not apply to the award of contracts for construction. 

(F)(l) As used in division (F)(2) of this section, "simplified acquisition threshold" means the 
amount set forth in 41 U.S.C. 134. 

(2) The board may adopt a policy on whether board approval is required to enter into a 

contract involving expenditures below the simplified acquisition threshold. The board shall approve 
all contracts involving expenditures at or above the simplified acquisition threshold. 

(3) All contracts involving expenditures in excess of the amount for which board approval is 
required shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by or shall refer to plans and specifications for 

the work to be done. The plans and specifications shall at all times be made and considered part of 

the contract. For all contracts other than construction contracts, a regional transit authority may 

require performance, payment, or maintenance guaranties or any combination of such guaranties in 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
450 

the form, quality, and amount it considers appropriate. The contract shall be approved by the board 
and signed on behalf of the regional transit authority and by the contractor. 

(G) In making a contract, a regional transit authority may give preference to goods produced 
in the United States in accordance with the Buy America requirements in the "Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982," Public Law No. 97-424, section 165, 96 Stat. 2097, 23 

U.S.C.A. 101 note, as amended, and the rules adopted thereunder. The regional transit authority also 

may give preference to providers of goods produced in and services provided in labor surplus areas 
as defined by the United States department of labor in 41 U.S.C.A. 401 note, Executive Order No. 
12073, August 16, 1978, 43 Fed. Reg. 36873, as amended. 

(H) Competitive procedures under this section are not required in any of the following 

circumstances: 

(1) The board of trustees of a regional transit authority, by a two-thirds affirmative vote of its 

members, determines that a real and present emergency exists under any of the following conditions, 
and the board enters its determination and the reasons for it in its proceedings: 

(a) Affecting safety, welfare, or the ability to deliver transportation services; 

(b) Arising out of an interruption of contracts essential to the provision of daily transit 
services; 

(c) Involving actual physical damage to structures, supplies, equipment, or property. 

(2) The purchase consists of goods or services, or any combination thereof, and after 

reasonable inquiry the board or any officer or employee the board designates finds that only one 
source of supply is reasonably available. 

(3) The expenditure is for a renewal or renegotiation of a lease or license for 
telecommunications or electronic data processing equipment, services, or systems, or for the upgrade 

of such equipment, services, or systems, or for the maintenance thereof as supplied by the original 

source or its successors or assigns. 

(4) The purchase of goods or services is made from another political subdivision, public 
agency, public transit system, regional transit authority, the state, or the federal government, or as a 

third-party beneficiary under a state or federal procurement contract, or as a participant in a 

department of administrative services contract under division (B) of section 125.04 of the Revised 

Code. 
(5) The sale and leaseback or lease and leaseback of transit facilities is made as provided in 

division (AA) of section 306.35 of the Revised Code. 

(6) The purchase substantially involves services of a personal, professional, highly technical, 
or scientific nature, including but not limited to the services of an attorney, physician, surveyor, 

appraiser, investigator, court reporter, adjuster, advertising consultant, or licensed broker, or 

involves the special skills or proprietary knowledge required for the servicing of specialized 
equipment owned by the regional transit authority. 

(7) Services or supplies are available from a qualified nonprofit agency pursuant to seetions 
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4115.31 to 4115.35 section 125.601 of the Revised Code. 
(8) The purchase consists of the product or services of a public utility. 
(9) The purchase is for the services of individuals with disabilities to work in the authority's 

commissaries or cafeterias, and those individuals are supplied by a nonprofit corporation or 

association whose purpose is to assist individuals with disabilities, whether or not that corporation or 
association is funded entirely or in part by the federal government, or the purchase is for services 
provided by a nonprofit corporation or association whose purpose is to assist individuals with 
disabilities, whether or not that corporation or association is funded entirely or in part by the federal 
government. For purposes of division (H)(9) of this section, "disability" has the same meaning as in 

section 4112.01 of the Revised Code. 
(I) A regional transit authority may enter into blanket purchase agreements for purchases of 

maintenance, operating, or repair goods or services where the item cost does not exceed five 
hundred dollars and the annual expenditure does not exceed one hundred thousand dollars. 

(J) Nothing contained in this section prohibits a regional transit authority from participating 

in intergovernmental cooperative purchasing arrangements. 
(K) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a regional transit authority shall make a 

sale or other disposition of property through full and open competition. Except as provided in 

division (L) of this section, all dispositions of personal property and all grants of real property for 
terms exceeding five years shall be made by public auction or competitive procedure. 

(L) The competitive procedures required by division (K) of this section are not required in 

any of the following circumstances: 
(1) The grant is a component of a joint development between public and private entities and 

is intended to enhance or benefit public transit. 
(2) The grant of a limited use or of a license affecting land is made to an owner of abutting 

real property. 
(3) The grant of a limited use is made to a public utility. 
(4) The grant or disposition is to a department of the federal or state government, to a 

political subdivision of the state, or to any other governmental entity. 
(5) Used equipment is traded on the purchase of equipment and the value of the used 

equipment is a price-related factor in the basis for award for the purchase. 
(6) The value of the personal property is such that competitive procedures are not 

appropriate and the property either is sold at its fair market value or is disposed of by gift to a 
nonprofit entity having the general welfare or education of the public as one of its principal objects. 

(M) The board of trustees of a regional transit authority, when making a contract funded 
exclusively by state or local moneys or any combination thereof, shall make a good faith effort to 
use disadvantaged business enterprise participation to the same extent required under Section 1 0S(f) 
of the "Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982," Public Law No. 97-424, 96 Stat. 2100, and 
Section 106(c) of the "Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987," 
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Public Law No. 100-17, 101 Stat. 145, and the rules adopted thereunder. 

(N) As used in this section: 
(1) "Goods" means all things, including specially manufactured goods, that are movable at 

the time of identification to the contract for sale other than the money in which the price is to be 
paid, investment securities, and things in action. "Goods" also includes other identified things 

attached to realty as described in section 1302.03 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Services" means the furnishing of labor, time, or effort by a contractor, not involving the 
delivery of goods or reports other than goods or reports that are merely incidental to the required 

performance, including but not limited to insurance, bonding, or routine operation, routine repair, or 
routine maintenance of existing structures, buildings, real property, or equipment, but does not 
include employment agreements, collective bargaining agreements, or personal services. 

(3) "Construction" means the process of building, altering, repairing, improving, painting, 
decorating, or demolishing any structure or building, or other improvements of any kind to any real 

property owned or leased by a regional transit authority. 

(4) "Full and open competition" has the same meaning as in the "Office of Federal 

Procurement Policy Act," Public Law No. 98-369, section 2731, 98 Stat. 1195 (1984), 41 U.S.C.A. 

403. 
(5) A bidder is "responsive" if, applying the criteria of division (A) of section 9.312 of the 

Revised Code, the bidder is "responsive" as described in that section. 
(6) A bidder is "responsible" if, applying the criteria of division (B) of section 9.312 of the 

Revised Code and of the "Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act," Public Law No. 98-369, 
section 2731, 98 Stat. 1195 (1984), 41 U.S.C.A. 403, the bidder is "responsible" as described in 

those sections. 

Sec. 307.05. As used in this section, "emergency medical service organization" has the same 

meaning as in section 4765.01 of the Revised Code. 
A board of county commissioners may operate an ambulance service organization or 

emergency medical service organization, or, in counties with a population of f'effy-fil.2ll~_thousand or 

less, may operate a nonemergency patient transport service organization, or may enter into a contract 
with one or more counties, townships, municipal corporations, nonprofit corporations, joint 

emergency medical services districts, fire and ambulance districts, or private ambulance owners, 
regardless ofwhether such counties, townships, municipal corporations, nonprofit corporations, joint 
emergency medical services districts, fire and ambulance districts, or private ambulance owners are 

located within or without the state, in order to furnish or obtain the services of ambulance service 

organizations, to furnish or obtain additional services from ambulance service organizations in times 
of emergency, to furnish or obtain the services of emergency medical service organizations, or, in 
counties with a population of .fefty---fil!Y_thousand or less, to furnish or obtain services of 

nonemergency patient transport service organizations, or may enter into a contract with any such 

entity to furnish or obtain the interchange of services from ambulance or emergency medical service 
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organizations, or, within counties with a population of feffy--sixty thousand or less, to furnish or 
obtain the interchange of services from nonemergency patient transport service organizations, within 

the territories of the contracting subdivisions. Except in the case of a contract with a joint emergency 

medical services district to obtain the services of emergency medical service organizations, such 

contracts shall not be entered into with a public agency or nonprofit corporation that receives more 

than half of its operating funds from governmental entities with the intention of directly competing 

with the operation of other ambulance service organizations, nonemergency patient transport service 
organizations, or emergency medical service organizations in the county unless the public agency or 

nonprofit corporation is awarded the contract after submitting the lowest and best bid to the board of 

county commissioners. Any county wishing to commence operation of a nonemergency patient 
transport service organization or wishing to enter into a contract for the first time to furnish or obtain 

services from a nonemergency patient transport service organization on or after March 1, 1993, 
including a county in which a private provider has been providing the service, shall demonstrate the 

need for public funding for the service to, and obtain approval from, the state board of emergency 
medical, fire, and transportation services or its immediate successor board prior to operating or 

funding the organization. 
When such an organization is operated by the board, the organization may be administered 

by the board, by the county sheriff, or by another county officer or employee designated by the 

board. All rules, including the determining of reasonable rates, necessary for the establishment, 
operation, and maintenance of such an organization shall be adopted by the board. 

A contract for services of an ambulance service, nonemergency patient transport service, or 

emergency medical service organization shall include the terms, conditions, and stipulations as 

agreed to by the parties to the contract. It may provide for a fixed annual charge to be paid at the 

times agreed upon and stipulated in the contract, or for compensation based upon a stipulated price 
for each run, call, or emergency or the number of persons or pieces of apparatus employed, or the 

elapsed time of service required in such run, call, or emergency, or any combination thereof. 
Sec. 307.673. This section applies only in a county in which a tax is levied under section 

307.697, 4301.421, 5743.024, or 5743.323 of the Revised Code on July 19, 1995. 
(A) As used in this section: 

(1) "County taxes" means taxes levied by a board of county commissioners under division 

divisions (D) and (E) of section 307.697, division divisions (B) and (C) of section 4301.421, 

dh1isiofl divisions (C) and (D) of section 5743.024, and seetion sections 5743.323, 5743.511, 
5743.521, 5743.621. and 5743.631 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Corporation" means a nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of this state and 
that includes among the purposes for which it is incorporated the authority to acquire, construct, 

renovate, repair, equip, lease, manage, or operate a sports facility. 

(3) "Cooperative agreement" means an agreement entered into pursuant to this section. 
(4) "Cost of a sports facility" means the cost of acquiring, constructing, renovating, 
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repamng, equipping, or improving one or more sports facilities, including reconstructing, 
rehabilitating, remodeling, and enlarging; the cost of equipping and furnishing such a facility; and all 
financing costs pertaining thereto, including the cost of engineering, architectural, and other 
professional services, designs, plans, specifications and surveys, and estimates of costs; the costs of 
refinancing obligations issued by, or reimbursement of money advanced by, the parties to the 
cooperative agreement or other persons, the proceeds of which obligations were used to pay the 
costs of the sports facility; the cost of tests and inspections; the cost of any indemnity or surety 
bonds and premiums on insurance, all related direct and administrative costs pertaining thereto, fees 
and expenses of trustees, depositories, and paying agents for the obligations, capitalized interest on 
the obligations, amounts necessary to establish reserves as required by the obligation proceedings, 
the reimbursement of money advanced or applied by the parties to the cooperative agreement or 
other persons for the payment of any item of costs of the sports facility, and all other expenses 
necessary or incident to planning or determining the feasibility or practicability with respect to the 
sports facility; and any other such expenses as may be necessary or incident to the acquisition, 
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, remodeling, renovation, repair, enlargement, 
improvement, equipping, and furnishing of the sports facility, the financing of the sports facility, 
placing the sports facility in use and operation, including any one, part of, or combination of such 
classes of costs and expenses. 

(5) "Financing costs" has the same meaning as in section 133.01 of the Revised Code. 
(6) "Obligations" means obligations issued or incurred to pay the cost of a sports facility, 

including bonds, notes, certificates of indebtedness, commercial paper, and other instruments in 
writing, anticipatory securities as defined in section 133.01 of the Revised Code, issued or incurred 
by an issuer pursuant to Chapter 133. or 4582. of the Revised Code or this section, or otherwise, to 
evidence the issuer's obligation to repay borrowed money, or to pay interest, by, or to pay at any 
future time other money obligations of, the issuer of the obligations, including obligations of an 
issuer or lessee to make payments under an installment sale, lease, lease-purchase, or similar 
agreement. 

(7) "Owner" means any person that owns or operates a professional athletic or sports team, 
that is party to a cooperative agreement, or that has a lease or other agreement with a party to a 
cooperative agreement, and that commits to use the sports facility that is the subject of the 
cooperative agreement for all of the team's home games for the period specified in that agreement. 

(8) "Payments," when used with reference to obligations, means payments of the principal, 
including any mandatory sinking fund deposits and mandatory redemption payments, interest and 
any redemption premium, and lease rentals, lease-purchase payments and other amounts payable 
under obligations in the form of installment sale, lease, lease-purchase, or similar agreements. 

(9) "Person" has the same meaning as defined in section 133.01 of the Revised Code. 
(10) "Port authority" means a port authority created under Chapter 4582. of the Revised 

Code. 
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(11) "Sports facility" means a facility, including a stadium, that is intended to house or 
provide a site for one or more major league professional athletic or sports teams or activities, 
together with all spectator facilities, parking facilities, walkways, and auxiliary facilities, real and 
personal property, property rights, easements, leasehold estates, and interests that may be 
appropriate for, or used in connection with, the operation of the sports facility. 

(B) The board of county commissioners of a county, the legislative authority of a municipal 
corporation, a port authority, a corporation, and an owner, or any combination thereof, may enter 
into one or more cooperative agreements under which the parties enter into one or more of the 
agreements described in divisions (B)(l) to (5) of this section. 

(1) The board of county commissioners agrees to do one or more of the following: 
(a) Levy a tax under division (D) or (E) of section 307.697, division (B) or (C) of section 

4301.421, division (C) or (D) of section 5743.024, aHd-QLsection 5743.323, 5743.511, 5743.521. 
5743.621, and 5743.631 of the Revised Code and make available all or a portion of the revenue from 
those taxes for the payment of the cost of the sports facility or to make payments on obligations; 

(b) Issue or incur obligations of the county pursuant to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code or 
this section; 

(c) Make available all or a portion of the revenue from those taxes or of the proceeds from 
the issuance of those obligations to the municipal corporation, port authority, corporation, or 
otherwise for the payment of the cost of a sports facility or the payment of obligations; 

(d) Acquire, construct, renovate, repair, equip, lease to or from another person, and operate, 
directly or by a lease or management contract with another person, one or more sports facilities; 

(e) To the extent provided in the cooperative agreement or a lease with respect to a sports 
facility, authorize the municipal corporation, port authority, corporation, or owner to administer 
contracts for designing, planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, repairing, or equipping a 
sports facility. 

(2) The port authority agrees to do one or more of the following: 
(a) Issue or incur obligations of the port authority pursuant to Chapter 133. or 4582. of the 

Revised Code or this section; 
(b) Make available all or a portion of the proceeds from the issuance of those obligations to 

the municipal corporation, county, or corporation for the payment of the cost of a sports facility or 
the payment of obligations; 

(c) Acquire, construct, renovate, repair, equip, lease to or from another person, and operate, 
directly or by a lease or management contract with another person, one or more sports facilities; 

(d) To the extent provided in the cooperative agreement or a lease with respect to a sports 
facility, authorize the municipal corporation, county, corporation, or owner to administer contracts 
for designing, planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, repairing, or equipping a sports facility. 

(3) The legislative authority of the municipal corporation agrees to do one or more of the 
following: 
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(a) Make available the revenue from taxes levied by the legislative authority for the payment 
of the cost of a sports facility or to make payments on obligations; 

(b) Issue or incur obligations of the municipal corporation pursuant to Chapter 133. of the 

Revised Code or otherwise; 

(c) Make available all or a portion of the proceeds from the issuance of those obligations to 

the county, port authority, corporation, or otherwise for the payment of the cost of a sports facility or 

the payment of obligations; 
(d) Acquire, construct, renovate, repair, equip, lease to or from another person, and operate, 

directly or by a lease or management contract with another person, one or more sports facilities; 
(e) To the extent provided in the cooperative agreement or a lease with respect to a sports 

facility, authorize the county, port authority, corporation, or owner to administer contracts for 

designing, planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, repairing, or equipping a sports facility. 

(4) The corporation agrees to do one or more of the following: 

(a) Issue or incur obligations; 
(b) Make available all or a portion of the proceeds from the issuance of those obligations to 

the county, port authority, municipal corporation, or otherwise for the payment of the cost of a sports 

facility or the payment of obligations; 

(c) Acquire, construct, renovate, repair, equip, lease to or from another person, and operate, 
directly or by a lease or management contract with another person, one or more sports facilities; 

(d) To the extent provided in the cooperative agreement or a lease with respect to a sports 
facility, agree that the corporation will administer contracts for designing, planning, acquiring, 

constructing, renovating, repairing, or equipping a sports facility. 

(5) The owner agrees to do one or more of the following: 
(a) Use the sports facility that is the subject of the cooperative agreement for all of the home 

games of the owner's professional athletic or sports team for a specified period; 

(b) Administer contracts for designing, planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, 

repairing, or equipping a sports facility. 
(C) Any obligations may be secured by a trust agreement between the issuer of obligations 

and a corporate trustee that is a trust company or bank having the powers of a trust company in or 
outside this state and authorized to exercise corporate trust powers in this state. Proceeds from the 

issuance of any obligations or the taxes levied and collected by any party to the cooperative 

agreement may be deposited with and administered by a trustee pursuant to the trust agreement. 
(D) Any contract for the acquisition, construction, renovation, repair, or equipping of a 

sports facility entered into, assigned, or assumed under this section shall provide that all laborers and 

mechanics employed in the acquisition, construction, renovation, repair, or equipping of the sports 

facility shall be paid at the prevailing rates of wages of laborers and mechanics for the class of work 

called for, as those wages are determined in accordance with Chapter 4115. of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 307.696. (A) As used in this section: 
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(1) "County taxes" means taxes levied by the county pursuant to sections 307.697, 4301.421, 

5743.024, asd-5743.323, 5743.511, 5743.521, 5743.621, and 5743.631 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "Corporation" means a-either of the following: 

hl.A._nonprofit corporation that is organized under the laws of this state for the purposes of 
operating or constructing and operating a sports facility in the county and that may also be organized 

under the laws of this state for the additional purposes of conducting redevelopment and economic 
development activities within the host municipal corporation~ 

(b) A new community authority as defined in section 349.01 of the Revised Code. 
(3) "Sports facility" means a sports facility that is intended to house major league 

professional athletic teams, including a stadium, together with all parking facilities, walkways, and 

other auxiliary facilities, real and personal property, property rights, easements, and interests that 

may be appropriate for, or used in connection with, the operation of the facility. 

(4) "Construction" includes, but is not limited to, providing fixtures, furnishings, and 
equipment and providing for capital repairs and improvements. 

(5) "Debt service charges" means the interest, principal, premium, if any, carrying and 

redemption charges, and expenses on bonds issued by either the county or the corporation to: 

(a) Construct a sports facility or provide for related redevelopment or economic development 

as provided in this section; 
(b) Acquire real and personal property, property rights, easements, or interests that may be 

appropriate for, or used in connection with, the operation of the facility; and 

(c) Make site improvements to real property, including, but not limited to, demolition, 
excavation, and installation of footers, pilings, and foundations. 

(6) "Host municipal corporation" means the municipal corporation within the boundaries of 
which the sports facility is located,and with whlcf:t a eational football league, major league baseball 

or eatioeal basketball. association sports franGb:ise is assoeiated on Marsh 20, 1990. 

(B) A board of county commissioners of a county that levies a tax under section 307.697, 
4301.421, or 5743.024 of the Revised Code may enter into an agreement with a corporation 

operating in the county, and, if there is a host municipal corporation all or a part of which is located 

in the county, shall enter into an agreement with a corporation operating in the county and the host 
municipal corporation, under which: 

(l)(a) The corporation agrees to construct and operate a sports facility in the county and to 
pledge and contribute all or any part of the revenues derived from its operation, as specified in the 

agreement, for the purposes described in division (C)(l) of this section; and 
(b) The board agrees to levy county taxes and pledge and contribute any part or all of the 

revenues therefrom, as specified in the agreement, for the purposes described in division (C)(l) of 
this section; or 

(2)(a) The corporation agrees to operate a sports facility constructed by the county and to 

pledge and contribute all or any part of the revenues derived from its operation, as specified in the 

https://Sub.H.B.No
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agreement, for the purposes described in division (C)(2) of this section; and 
(b) The board agrees to issue revenue bonds of the county, use the proceeds from the sale of 

the bonds to construct a sports facility in the county, and to levy county taxes and pledge and 
contribute all or any part of the revenues therefrom, as specified in the agreement, for the purposes 
described in division (C)(2) of this section; and, if applicable 

(3) The host municipal corporation agrees to expend the unused pledges and contributions 
and surplus revenues as described in divisions (C)(l) and (2) of this section for redevelopment and 
economic development purposes related to the sports facility. 

(C)(l) The primary purpose of the pledges and contributions described in division (B)(l) of 
this section is payment of debt service charges. To the extent the pledges and contributions are not 
used by the county or corporation for payment of debt service charges, the county or corporation, 
pursuant to the agreement provided for in division (B) of this section, shall provide the unused 
pledges and contributions, together with surplus revenues of the sports facility not needed for debt 
service charges or the operation and maintenance of the sports facility, to the host municipal 
corporation, or a nonprofit corporation, which may be the corporation acting on behalf of the host 
municipal corporation, for redevelopment and economic development purposes related to the sports 
facility. If the county taxes are also levied for the purpose of making permanent improvements, the 
agreement shall include a schedule of annual pledges and contributions by the county for the 
payment of debt service charges. The county's pledge and contribution provided for in the agreement 
shall be for the period stated in the agreement but not to exceed twenty years. The agreement shall 
provide that any such bonds and notes shall be secured by a trust agreement between the corporation 
or other bond issuer and a corporate trustee that is a trust company or bank having the powers of a 
trust company within or without the state, and the trust agreement shall pledge or assign to the 
retirement of the bonds or notes, all moneys paid by the county for that purpose under this section. A 
county tax, all or any part of the revenues from which are pledged under an agreement entered into 
by a board of county commissioners under this section shall not be subject to diminution by 
initiative or referendum, or diminution by statute, unless provision is made therein for an adequate 
substitute therefor reasonably satisfactory to the trustee under the trust agreement that secures the 

bonds and notes. 
(2) The primary purpose of the pledges and contributions described in division (B)(2) of this 

section is payment of debt service charges. To the extent the pledges and contributions are not used 
by the county for payment of debt service charges, the county or corporation, pursuant to the 
agreement provided for in division (B) of this section, shall provide the unused pledges and 
contributions, together with surplus revenues of the sports facility not needed for debt service 
charges or the operation and maintenance of the sports facility, to the host municipal corporation, or 
a nonprofit corporation, which may be the corporation, acting on behalf of the host municipal 
corporation, for redevelopment and economic development purposes related to the sports facility. 
The corporation's pledge and contribution provided for in the agreement shall be until all of the 
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bonds issued for the construction of the facility have been retired. 
(D) A pledge of money by a county under this section shall not be indebtedness of the 

county for purposes of Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. 

(E) If the terms of the agreement so provide, the board of county commissioners may 

acquire, make site improvements to, including, but not limited to, demolition, excavation, and 
installation of footers, pilings, and foundations, and lease real property for the sports facility to a 

corporation that constructs a sports facility under division (B)(l) of this section. The agreement shall 
specify the term, which shall not exceed thirty years and shall be on such terms as are set forth in the 
agreement. The purchase, improvement, and lease may be the subject of an agreement between the 

county and a municipal corporation located within the county pursuant to section 153.61 or 307.15 

of the Revised Code, and are not subject to the limitations of sections 307.02 and 307.09 of the 

Revised Code. 

(F) The corporation shall not enter into any construction contract or contract for the purchase 
of services for use in connection with the construction of a sports facility prior to the corporation's 

adoption and implementation of a policy on the set aside of contracts for bidding by or award to 

minority business enterprises, as defined in division (E)(l) of section 122.71 of the Revised Code. 
Sections 4115.03 to 4115.16 of the Revised Code apply to a sports facility constructed under this 

section. 

(G) Not more than one-half of the total costs, including debt service charges and cost of 
operation, of a project undertaken pursuant to an agreement entered into under division (B) of this 

section shall be paid from county taxes. Nothing in this section authorizes the use of revenues from 
county taxes or proceeds from the sale of bonds issued by the board of county commissioners for 

payment of costs of operation of a sports facility. 

(H) Division (G) of this section and the twenty-year limitation prescribed in division (C)(I) 

of this section do not apply in the case of taxes levied pursuant to division (E) of section 307 .697 of 
the Revised Code, division (C) of section 4301.421 of the Revised Code, djvision (D) of section 

5743.024 of the Revised Code, division (C) of section 5743.323 of the Revised Code. and sections 
5743.511, 5743.521, 5743.621, and 5743.631 of the Revised Code. Notwithstanding anything to the 

contra1y in this section or any other section of the Revised Code, revenue from the taxes levied 

pursuant t o those provisions shall be equally divided by the county among the sports facilities that 

exist within the boundaries of the county during the period that the taxes are levied. Unless 
documented by an agreement with the applicable owner of a sports facility, such division of revenue 
shall be made directly by the county treasurer by payment to the respective owners of the sports 

facilities. 
Sec. 307.697. (A) For the purpose of section 307.696 of the Revised Code and to pay any or 

all of the charge the board of elections makes against the county to hold the election on the question 

of levying the tax, or for those purposes and to provide revenues to the county for permanent 
improvements, the board of county commissioners of a county may levy a tax not to exceed three 
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dollars on each gallon of spirituous liquor sold to or purchased by liquor permit holders for resale, 

and sold at retail by the state or pursuant to a transfer agreement entered into under Chapter 4313. of 

the Revised Code, in the county. The tax shall be levied on the number of gallons so sold. The tax 
may be levied for any number of years not exceeding twenty. 

The tax shall be levied pursuant to a resolution of the board of county commissioners 

approved by a majority of the electors in the county voting on the question of levying the tax, which 
resolution shall specify the rate of the tax, the number of years the tax will be levied, and the 

purposes for which the tax is levied. The election may be held on the date of a general or special 

election held not sooner than ninety days after the date the board certifies its resolution to the board 

of elections. If approved by the electors, the tax takes effect on the first day of the month specified in 
the resolution but not sooner than the first day of the month that is at least sixty days after the 

certification of the election results by the board of elections. A copy of the resolution levying the tax 

shall be certified to the division of liquor control at least sixty days prior to the date on which the tax 

is to become effective. 

(B) A resolution under this section may be joined on the ballot as a single question with a 
resolution adopted under section 4301.421 or 5743.024 of the Revised Code to levy a tax for the 
same purposes, and for the purpose of paying the expenses of administering that tax. 

(C) The form of the ballot in an election held pursuant to this section or section 4301.421 or 
5743.024 of the Revised Code shall be as follows or in any other form acceptable to the secretary of 

state: 
"For the purpose of paying not more than one-half of the costs of providing a public sports 

facility together with related redevelopment and economic development projects, shall (an) excise 
tax( es) be levied by _____ county at the rate of ___ ( dollars on each gallon of spirituous 

liquor sold in the county, cents per gallon on the sale of beer at wholesale in the county, cents per 

gallon on the sale of wine and mixed beverages at wholesale in the county, cents per gallon on the 

sale of cider at wholesale in the county, or mills per cigarette on the sale of cigarettes at wholesale in 

the county), for ___ years? 

i--------------s 1..1::- --

For an election in which questions under this section or section 4301.421 or 5743.024 of the 

Revised Code are joined as a single question, the form of the ballot shall be as above, except each of 

the proposed taxes shall be listed. 
(D) The board of county commissioners of a county in which a tax is imposed under this 

section on September 29. 2013, the effective date of the amendment of this section by H.B. 59 of the 

130th general assembly_. may levy a tax for the purpose of section 307.673 of the Revised Code 
regardless of whether or not the cooperative agreement authorized under that section has been 
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entered into prior to the day the resolution adopted under division (D)(l) or (2) of this section is 
adopted, for the purpose of reimbursing a county for costs incurred in the construction of a sports 
facility pursuant to an agreement entered into by the county under section 307.696 of the Revised 
Code, or for the purpose of paying the costs of capital repairs of and improvements to a sports 
facility, or both. The tax shall be levied and approved in one of the manners prescribed by division 
(D)(l) or (2) of this section. 

(1) The tax may be levied pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of the members of 
the board of county commissioners not later than forty-five days after July 19, 1995. A board of 
county commissioners approving a tax under division (D)(l) of this section may approve a tax under 
division (B)(l) of section 4301.421 or division (C)(l) of section 5743.024 of the Revised Code at the 
same time. Subject to the resolution being submitted to a referendum under sections 305.31 to 
305.41 of the Revised Code, the resolution shall take effect immediately, but the tax levied pursuant 
to the resolution shall not be levied prior to the day following the last day that any tax previously 

levied pursuant to this division may be levied. 
(2) The tax may be levied pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of the members of 

the board of county commissioners not later than September 1, 2015, and approved by a majority of 
the electors of the county voting on the question of levying the tax. The board of county 
commissioners shall certify a copy of the resolution to the board of elections immediately upon 
adopting a resolution under division (D)(2) of this section. The election may be held on the date of a 
general or special election held not sooner than ninety days after the date the board certifies its 
resolution to the board of elections. The form of the ballot shall be as prescribed by division (C) of 
this section, except that the phrase "paying not more than one-half of the costs of providing a sports 
facility together with related redevelopment and economic development projects" shall be replaced 
by the phrase "paying the costs of constructing, renovating, improving, or repairing a sports facility 
and reimbursing a county for costs incurred by the county in the construction of a sports facility," 
and the phrase ", beginning _ ____ (here insert the earliest date the tax would take effect)" 
shall be appended after "years." A board of county commissioners submitting the question of a tax 
under division (D)(2) of this section may submit the question of a tax under division (B)(2) of 
section 4301.421 or division (C)(2) of section 5743.024 of the Revised Code as a single question, 
and the form of the ballot shall include each of the proposed taxes. 

If approved by a majority of electors voting on the question, the tax shall take effect on the 
day specified on the ballot, which shall not be earlier than the day following the last day that any tax 
previously levied pursuant to this division may be levied. 

The rate of a tax levied pursuant to division (D)(l) or (2) of this section shall not exceed the 
rate specified in division (A) of this section. A tax levied pursuant to division (D)(l) or (2) of this 
section may be levied for any number of years not exceeding twenty. 

A board of county commissioners adopting a resolution under division (D)(l) or (2) of this 
section shall certify a copy of the resolution to the division of liquor control immediately upon 
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adoption of the resolution. 

(E) The board of county commissioners of a county whose population is greater U1an one 
million one hundred thousand but less than one million three hundred thousand may levy a tax under 
this division for the purpose of section 307 .673 of the Revised Code regardless of whether or not the 

cooperative agreement authorized under that section has been entered into prior to the day the 

resolution adopted w1der division (E) of this section is adopted. for the pumose of reimbursing a 
county for costs incw-red in the construction of a sports facility pursuant to an agreement entered 

into by the county under section 307. 696 of the Revised Code. or for the pumose of paying the costs 

of constructing, equipping. furnishing. maintaining. renovating. improving. or repairing a sports 
facility. The tax may be levied for any number of years or for a continuing period of time. 

The tax may be levied pw-suant to a resolution adopted by the board of county 

commissioners and approved by a majority of the electors of the county voting on the question of 

levying the tax. The board of county commissioners shall certify a copy of the resolution to the 
board of elections immediately after its adoption. The election may be held on the date of a general 

or special election held not sooner than ninety days after the date the board certifies its resolution to 

the board of elections. The form of the ballot shall be as follows: 
"For the purpose of (state the purpose or purposes), shall an excise tax be levied by 

county at the rate of dollars on each gallon of spirituous liquor sold in the 

county for (number of years or a continuing period of time), the tax beginning on 

(the earliest date the tax would take effect)? 

~1::-s ----1: 
A board of county commissioners submitting the question of a tax under division (E) of this 

section. may submit the question of a tax under section 5743.511, division (C) of section 4301.421. 

or division (D) of section 5743.024 of the Revised Code. or all. as a single question, provided lhat 
each tax is for the same purpose and period of time and the form of the ballot states the rate of each 

of the proposed taxes. 
If approved by a majority of electors voting on the question, the tax shall take effect on the 

date specified in the resolution but not sooner than the first day of the month that is at least sixty 

days after the certification of the election results by the board of elections. The tax levied under 

division CE) of this section may be approved and take effect before the expirat.iou of the tax levied 
under division (D) of this section. The tax levied under division (E) of thjs section shall supersede 

and replace any tax levied under division (D) of this section, and the tax levied under division (D) of 
this section shall no longer be levied once the tax levied under division (E) of this section takes 

effect. 
The rate of a tax levied pursuant to division (E) of this section shall not exceed six dollars on 
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eacb gallon of spjrituo·us liquor sold to or purchased by liquor permit holders for resale, and sold at 
retail by the state or pursuant to a transfer agreement entered into under Chapter 4313. of the 

Revised Code, in the county. The tax shall be levied on the number of gallons so sold. 
A board of county commissioners adopting a resolution under division (E) of this section 

shall certify a copy of the resolution to the division of liquor control and to the tax commissioner 

immediately upon adoption of the resolution . 
.(E)_No tax shall be levied under division (A) of this section on or after September 23, 2008. 

This division does not apply to a tax levied under division (D) or (E) of this section, and does not 

prevent the collection of any tax levied under this section before September 23, 2008, so long as that 
tax remains effective. 

Sec. 307.86. Anything to be purchased, leased, leased with an option or agreement to 

purchase, or constructed, including, but not limited to, any product, structure, construction, 
reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, repair, or service, except the services of an accountant, 

architect, attorney at law, physician, professional engineer, construction project manager, consultant, 

surveyor, or appraiser, by or on behalf of the county or contracting authority, as defined in section 
307.92 of the Revised Code, at a cost in excess of the amount specified in section 9.17 of the 

Revised Code, except as otherwise provided in division (D) of section 713.23 and in sections 9.48, 

125.04, 125.60 to 125.6012, 307.022, 307.041, 307.861, 339.05, 340.036, 4115.31 to 4115.35, 
5119.44, 5513.01, 5543.19, 5713.01, and 6137.05 of the Revised Code, shall be obtained through 

competitive bidding. No purchase, lease, project, or other transaction subject to this section shall be 
divided into component parts, separate projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the 

requirements of this section. However, competitive bidding is not required when any of the 

following applies: 

(A) The board of county commissioners, by a unanimous vote of its members, makes a 
determination that a real and present emergency exists, and that determination and the reasons for it 

are entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the board, when any of the following applies: 

(1) The estimated cost is less than one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars. 
(2) There is actual physical disaster to structures, radio communications equipment, or 

computers. 
(3) The product to be purchased is personal protective equipment and the purchase is 

completed during the period of the emergency declared by Executive Order 2020-01D, issued on 

March 9, 2020. 

For purposes of this division: 
"Personal protective equipment" means equipment worn to minimize exposure to hazards 

that cause workplace injuries and illnesses. 

"Unanimous vote" means all three members of a board of county commissioners when all 

three members are present, or two members of the board if only two members, constituting a 
quorum, are present. 
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Whenever a contract of purchase, lease, or construction is exempted from competitive 
bidding under division (A)(l) of this section because the estimated cost is less than one hundred 

twenty-five thousand dollars, but the estimated cost is the amount specified in section 9.17 of the 

Revised Code or more, the county or contracting authority shall solicit informal estimates from no 

fewer than three persons who could perform the contract, before awarding the contract. With regard 

to each such contract, the county or contracting authority shall maintain a record of such estimates, 
including the name of each person from whom an estimate is solicited. The county or contracting 
authority shall maintain the record for the longer of at least one year after the contract is awarded or 

the amount of time the federal government requires. 
(B)(l) The purchase consists of supplies or a replacement or supplemental part or parts for a 

product or equipment owned or leased by the county, and the only source of supply for the supplies, 

part, or parts is limited to a single supplier. 

(2) The purchase consists of services related to information technology, such as 

programming services, that are proprietary or limited to a single source. 
(C) The purchase is from the federal government, the state, another county or contracting 

authority of another county, or a board of education, educational service center, township, or 

municipal corporation. 

(D) The purchase is made by a county department of job and family services under section 

329.04 of the Revised Code and consists of family services duties or workforce development 
activities or is made by a county board of developmental disabilities under section 5126.05 of the 

Revised Code and consists of program services, such as direct and ancillary client services, child 
care, case management services, residential services, and family resource services. 

(E) The purchase consists of criminal justice services, social services programs, family 
services, or workforce development activities by the board of county commissioners from nonprofit 

corporations or associations under programs funded by the federal government or by state grants. 

(F) The purchase consists of any form of an insurance policy or contract authorized to be 

issued under Title XXXIX of the Revised Code or any form of health care plan authorized to be 
issued under Chapter 1751. of the Revised Code, or any combination of such policies, contracts, 

plans, or services that the contracting authority is authorized to purchase, and the contracting 
authority does all of the following: 

(1) Determines that compliance with the requirements of this section would increase, rather 
than decrease, the cost of the purchase; 

(2) Requests issuers of the policies, contracts, plans, or services to submit proposals to the 
contracting authority, in a form prescribed by the contracting authority, setting forth the coverage 

and cost of the policies, contracts, plans, or services as the contracting authority desires to purchase; 
(3) Negotiates with the issuers for the purpose of purchasing the policies, contracts, plans, or 

services at the best and lowest price reasonably possible. 

(G) The purchase consists of computer hardware, software, or consulting services that are 
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necessary to implement a computerized case management automation project administered by the 

Ohio prosecuting attorneys association and funded by a grant from the federal government. 

(H) Child care services are purchased for provision to county employees. 
(1)(1) Property, including land, buildings, and other real property, is leased for offices, 

storage, parking, or other purposes, and all of the following apply: 

(a) The contracting authority is authorized by the Revised Code to lease the property. 

(b) The contracting authority develops requests for proposals for leasing the property, 

specifying the criteria that will be considered prior to leasing the property, including the desired size 
and geographic location of the property. 

(c) The contracting authority receives responses from prospective lessors with property 

meeting the criteria specified in the requests for proposals by giving notice in a manner substantially 

similar to the procedures established for giving notice under section 307 .87 of the Revised Code. 

(d) The contracting authority negotiates with the prospective lessors to obtain a lease at the 
best and lowest price reasonably possible considering the fair market value of the property and any 

relocation and operational costs that may be incurred during the period the lease is in effect. 

(2) The contracting authority may use the services of a real estate appraiser to obtain advice, 
consultations, or other recommendations regarding the lease of property under this division. 

(J) The purchase is made pursuant to section 5139.34 or sections 5139.41 to 5139.46 of the 
Revised Code and is of programs or services that provide case management, treatment, or prevention 
services to any felony or misdemeanant delinquent, unruly youth, or status offender under the 

supervision of the juvenile court, including, but not limited to, community residential care, day 

treatment, services to children in their home, or electronic monitoring. 

(K) The purchase is made by a public children services agency pursuant to section 307 .92 or 
5153 .16 of the Revised Code and consists of family services, programs, or ancillary services that 

provide case management, prevention, or treatment services for children at risk of being or alleged 
to be abused, neglected, or dependent children. 

(L) The purchase is to obtain the services of emergency medical service organizations under 

a contract made by the board of county commissioners pursuant to section 307.05 of the Revised 
Code with a joint emergency medical services district. 

(M) The county contracting authority determines that the use of competitive sealed proposals 

would be advantageous to the county and the contracting authority complies with section 307.862 of 
the Revised Code. 

(N) The purchase consists of used supplies and is made at a public auction. 
Any issuer of policies, contracts, plans, or services listed in division (F) of this section and 

any prospective lessor under division (I) of this section may have the issuer1s or prospective lessor1s 

name and address, or the name and address of an agent, placed on a special notification list to be 

kept by the contracting authority, by sending the contracting authority that name and address. The 
contracting authority shall send notice to all persons listed on the special notification list. Notices 
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shall state the deadline and place for submitting proposals. The contracting authority shall mail the 
notices at least six weeks prior to the deadline set by the contracting authority for submitting 
proposals. Every five years the contracting authority may review this list and remove any person 
from the list after mailing the person notification of that action. 

Any contracting authority that negotiates a contract under division (F) of this section shall 
request proposals and negotiate with issuers in accordance with that division at least every three 
years from the date of the signing of such a contract, unless the parties agree upon terms for 
extensions or renewals of the contract. Such extension or renewal periods shall not exceed six years 
from the date the initial contract is signed. 

Any real estate appraiser employed pursuant to division (I) of this section shall disclose any 
fees or compensation received from any source in connection with that employment. 

As used in division (N) of this section, "supplies" means any personal property including 
equipment, materials, and other tangible assets. 

Sec. 307.985. Each board of county commissioners shall develop a written transportation 
work plan that establishes policies regarding the transportation needs of low income residents of the 
county seeking or striving to retain employment. In developing the transportation work plan, the 
board shall consult with all of the following: 

(A) The county department ofjob and family services; 
(B) If a regional transit authority created under section 306.32 of the Revised Code serves 

the county, the regional transit authority; 
(C) If a community action agency, as defined in section 122.a6 5101.311 of the Revised 

Code, serves the county, the community action agency; 
(D) As designated by the board of county commissioners, representatives of private ooa­

f)f&Ht nonprofit and government entities that work with issues related to economic development, 

employment, and persons with physical disabilities; 
(E) Other individuals designated by the board of county commissioners. 
Sec. 308.13. (A) The board of trustees of a regional airport authority or any officer or 

employee designated by such board may make without competitive bidding any contract for any 
purchase, lease, lease with option or agreement to purchase any property, or any construction 
contract for any work, the cost of which shall not exceed the amount specified in section 9 .17 of the 
Revised Code. Any purchase, lease, lease with option or agreement to purchase, or construction 
contract in excess of the amount specified in section 9 .17 of the Revised Code shall require that a 
notice calling for bids be published once a week for not less than two consecutive weeks preceding 
the day of the opening of the bids in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial 
boundaries of the regional airport authority. The regional airport authority also may cause notice to 
be inserted in trade papers or other publications designated by it or to be distributed by electronic 
means, including posting the notice on the internet site on the world wide web of the regional airport 
authority. If the contracting authority posts the notice on that internet web site, the requirement that a 
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second notice be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of 

the regional airport authority does not apply provided the first notice published in that newspaper 

meets all of the following requirements: 
(1) It is published at least two weeks prior to the day of the opening of the bids. 

(2) It includes a statement that the notice is posted on the internet site on the world wide web 

of the regional airport authority. 
(3) It includes the internet address of the internet site on the world wide web of the regional 

airport authority. 
(4) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be accessed on the internet site on 

the world wide web of the regional airport authority. 
No purchase, lease, project, or other transaction subject to this section shall be divided into 

component parts, separate projects, or separate items of work in order to avoid the requirements of 

this section. 
If the bid is for a contract for the construction, demolition, alteration, repair, or 

reconstruction of an improvement, it shall meet the requirements of section 153.54 of the Revised 
Code. If the bid is for any other contract authorized by this section, it shall be accompanied by a 

good and approved bond with ample security conditioned on the carrying out of the contract as 

determined by the board. The board may let the contract to the lowest and best bidder. Such contract 
shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by or shall refer to plans and specifications for the work 

to be done, as approved by the board. The plans and specifications at all times shall be made and 

considered part of the contract. The contract shall be approved by the board and signed by its chief 
executive officer and by the contractor, and shall be executed in duplicate. 

(B) The competitive bidding procedures described in division (A) of this section do not 

apply in any of the following circumstances: 

(1) The board of trustees of a regional airport authority, by a majority vote of its members 

present at any meeting, determines that a real and present emergency exists under any of the 
following conditions, and the board enters its determination and the reasons for it in its proceedings: 

(a) Affecting safety, welfare, or the ability to deliver services; 
(b) Arising out of an interruption of contracts essential to the provision of daily air services 

and other services related to the airport; 

(c) Involving actual physical damage to structures, supplies, equipment, or property 

requiring immediate repair or replacement. 
(2) The purchase consists of goods or services, or any combination thereof, and after 

reasonable inquiry the board or any officer or designee of the board finds that only one source of 

supply is reasonably available. 
(3) The expenditure is for a renewal or renegotiation of a lease or license for 

telecommunications or informational technology equipment, services, or systems, or for the upgrade 
of such equipment, services, or systems, or for the maintenance thereof as supplied by the original 
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source or its successors or assigns. 
(4) The purchase of goods or services is made from another political subdivision, public 

agency, public transit system, regional transit authority, the state, or the federal government, or as a 

third-party beneficiary under a state or federal procurement contract, or as a participant in a 

department of administrative services contract under division (B) of section 125.04 of the Revised 

Code or under an approved purchasing plan of this state. 

(5) The purchase substantially involves services of a personal, professional, highly technical, 
or scientific nature, including the services of an attorney, physician, engineer, architect, surveyor, 

appraiser, investigator, adjuster, advertising consultant, or licensed broker, or involves the special 
skills or proprietary knowledge required for the operation of the airport owned by the regional transit 

authority. 

(6) Services or supplies are available from a qualified nonprofit agency pursuant to sections 

4115.31 125.60 to 4115.35 125.6012 of the Revised Code. 

(7) The purchase consists of the product or services of a public utility. 

Sec. 311.14. Upon retiring from office, the sheriff shall pay over to hts the sheriff's successor 
in office all moneys received by such sheriff and remaining in hts the sheriff's hands. He The sheriff 

shall deliver to ma the sheriffs successor all evidences of indebtedness and all books, blanks, and 
stationery belonging to his the sheriffs office. Each sheriff shall demand and receive such books and 

papers from his the sheriffs predecessor. Before leaving office. the sheriff shall prepare a certificate 

of transition for the successor sheriff in the fonn and substance prescribed by the auditor of state. 
The certificate shaJl contain an inventory of items delivered in accordance with this section, ections 

311.13 and 3ll..15 of the Revised Code, and other information prescribed by the auditor of state. 

Before prescribing the inventory of items. accounts, and other information to be contained in the 
certificate of transition, the auditor of state shall solicit input from county sheriffs. 

Sec. 317 .20. (A) When, in the opinion of the board of county commissioners, sectional 

indexes are needed and it so directs, in addition to the indexes provided for in section 317 .18 of the 

Revised Code, the board may provide for making, in books prepared for that purpose, sectional 
indexes to the records of all real estate in the county beginning with some designated year and 

continuing through the period of years that the board specifies. The sectional indexes shall place 
under the heads of the original surveyed sections or surveys, parts of a section or survey, squares, 

subdivisions, permanent parcel numbers provided for under section 319.28 of the Revised Code, or 
lots, on the left-hand page or on the upper portion of that page of the index book, the name of the 
grantor, then the name of the grantee, then the number and page of the record in which the 

instrument is found recorded, then the character of the instrument, and then a pertinent description of 

the interest in property conveyed by the deed, lease, or assignment of lease, and shall place under 
similar headings on the right-hand page or on the lower portion of that page of the index book, 

beginning at the bottom, all the mortgages, liens, notices provided for in sections 5301.51, 5301.52, 
and 5301.56 of the Revised Code, or other encumbrances affecting the real estate. 
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(B) The compensation for the services rendered under this section shall be paid from the 
general revenue fund of the county, and no additional levy shall be made in consequence of the 

services. 

(C) If the board of county commissioners decides to have sectional indexes made, it shall 

advertise for three consecutive weeks for sealed proposals to do the work provided for in this 
section, using at least one of the following methods: 

(1) In the print or digital edition of a newspaper of general circulation within the county; 

(2) On the official public notice web site established under section 125.182 of the Revised 

Code; 
(3) On the web site and social media account of the county. 
The board shall contract with the lowest and best bidder, and shall require the successful 

bidder to give a bond for the faithful performance of the contract in the sum that the board fixes. +he 

worJc shall be done to the aeoeptaAoe of the auditor of state =u13oa allowanee by tl~e board. The board 

may reject any and all bids for the work, provided that no more than five cents shall be paid for each 
entry of each tract or lot of land. 

(D) When the sectional indexes are brought up and completed, the county recorder shall 

maintain the indexes and comply with division (E) of this section in connection with registered land. 

(E)(l) As used in division (E) of this section, "housing accommodations" and "restrictive 
covenant" have the same meanings as in section 4112.01 of the Revised Code. 

(2) In connection with any transfer of registered land that occurs on and after March 30, 
1999, in accordance with Chapters 5309. and 5310. of the Revised Code, the county recorder shall 

delete from the sectional indexes maintained under this section all references to any restrictive 

covenant that appears to apply to the transferred registered land, if any inclusion of the restrictive 
covenant in a transfer, rental, or lease of housing accommodations, any honoring or exercising of the 

restrictive covenant, or any attempt to honor or exercise the restrictive covenant constitutes an 

unlawful discriminatory practice under division (H)(9) of section 4112.02 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 319.04. (A) Each county auditor who is elected to a full term of office shall attend and 

successfully complete at least sixteen hours of continuing education courses during the first year of 
the auditor's term of office, and complete at least another eight hours of such courses by the end of 

that term. Each such county auditor shall include at least two hours of ethics and substance-abuse 

training in the total twenty-four hours of required courses. To be counted toward the twenty-four 

hours required by this section, a course must be approved by the county auditors association of Ohio. 
Any county auditor who teaches an approved course shall be entitled to credit for the course in the 

same manner as if the county auditor had attended the course. 

That association shall record and, upon request, verify the completion of required course 
work for each county auditor, and issue a statement to each county auditor of the number of hours of 

continuing education the county auditor has successfully completed. Each year the association shall 
send a list of the continuing education courses, and the number of hours each county auditor has 
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successfully completed, to the auditor of state and the tax commissioner, and shall provide a copy of 
this list to any other individual who requests it. 

Tbe a1:1ditor of state sba.JI iss1:1e a oertifioate of eompletioe to eaoh oounty auditor 't't'RO 

oompletes tbe oontinuing eduea-tion oourses requind by Hus seotioa. The auditor of state association 

shall issue a .!!.notice of ,:failure to complete" to any county auditor required to complete continuing 

education courses under this section who fails to successfully complete at least sixteen hours of 
continuing education courses during the first year of the county auditor's term of office or to 

complete a total of at least twenty-four hours of such courses by the end of that term. This notice is 
for informational purposes only and does not affect any individual's ability to hold the office of 

county auditor. 

The county auditor hall retain the documentation of any initial or continuing education 
courses completed. The auditor of state shall audit for compliance with this section. 

(B) Each board of county commissioners shall approve, from money appropriated to the 

county auditor, a reasonable amount requested by the county auditor of its county to cover the costs 

the county auditor must incur to meet the requirements of division (A) of this section, including 
registration fees, lodging and meal expenses, and travel expenses. 

Sec. 319 .202. Before the county auditor indorses any real property conveyance or 

manufactured or mobile home conveyance presented to the auditor pursuant to section 319 .20 of the 
Revised Code or registers any manufactured or mobile home conveyance pursuant to section 

4503.061 of the Revised Code, the grantee or the grantee's representative shall submit, either 
electronically or three written copies of, a statement, in the form prescribed by the tax commissioner, 

and other information as the county auditor may require, declaring the value of real property or 

manufactured or mobile home conveyed, except that when the transfer is exempt under division (G) 

(3) of section 319.54 of the Revised Code only a statement of the reason for the exemption shall be 

required. Each statement submitted under this section shall contain the information required under 
divisions (A)-aaa-.,_(B), and (C) of this section. 

(A) Each statement submitted under this section shall include or otherwise be accompanied 
by a statement advising the grantee of the eligibility requirements for the reduction in laxes 

authorized under division (B) of section 323.152 of the Revised Code and of the duty imposed by 
division (C)(l) of section 323.153 of the Revised Code on the grantee to notify the county auditor if 

the grantee no longer qualifies for the reduction. 

(fil_Each statement submitted under this section shall either: 

(1) Contain an affirmation by the grantee that the grantor has been asked by the grantee or 
the grantee's representative whether to the best of the grantor's knowledge either the preceding or the 

current year's taxes on the real property or the current or following year's taxes on the manufactured 
or mobile home conveyed will be reduced under division (A) of section 323.152 or under section 

4503.065 of the Revised Code and that the grantor indicated that to the best of the grantor's 
knowledge the taxes will not be so reduced; or 
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(2) Be accompanied by a sworn or affirmed instrument stating: 

(a) To the best of the grantor's knowledge the real property or the manufactured or mobile 
home that is the subject of the conveyance is eligible for and will receive a reduction in taxes for or 

payable in the current year under division (A) of section 323.152 or under section 4503.065 of the 

Revised Code and that the reduction or reductions will be reflected in the grantee's taxes; 
(b) The estimated amount of such reductions that will be reflected in the grantee's taxes; 

(c) That the grantor and the grantee have considered and accounted for the total estimated 

amount of such reductions to the satisfaction of both the grantee and the grantor. The auditor shall 
indorse the instrument, return it to the grantee or the grantee's representative, and provide a copy of 

the indorsed instrument to the grantor or the grantor's representative. 

~ Each statement submitted under this section shall either: 

(1) Contain an affirmation by the grantee that the grantor has been asked by the grantee or 

the grantee's representative whether to the best of the grantor's knowledge the real property 

conveyed qualified for the current agricultural use valuation under section 5713.30 of the Revised 
Code either for the preceding or the current year and that the grantor indicated that to the best of the 

grantor's knowledge the property conveyed was not so qualified; or 
(2) Be accompanied by a sworn or affirmed instrument stating: 

(a) To the best of the grantor's knowledge the real property conveyed was qualified for the 

current agricultural use valuation under section 5713.30 of the Revised Code either for the preceding 

or the current year; 
(b) To the extent that the property will not continue to qualify for the current agricultural use 

valuation either for the current or the succeeding year, that the property will be subject to a 

recoupment charge equal to the tax savings in accordance with section 5713.34 of the Revised Code; 
(c) That the grantor and the grantee have considered and accounted for the total estimated 

amount of such recoupment, if any, to the satisfaction of both the grantee and the grantor. The 

auditor shall indorse the instrument, forward it to the grantee or the grantee's representative, and 
provide a copy of the indorsed instrument to the grantor or the grantor's representative. 

~(ID The grantor shall pay the fee required by division (G)(3) of section 319.54 of the 

Revised Code; and, in the event the board of county commissioners of the county has levied a real 
property or a manufactured home transfer tax pursuant to Chapter 322. of the Revised Code, the 

amount required by the real property or manufactured home transfer tax so levied. If the conveyance 

is exempt from the fee provided for in division (G)(3) of section 319.54 of the Revised Code and the 
tax, if any, levied pursuant to Chapter 322. of the Revised Code, the reason for such exemption shall 

be shown on the statement. "Value" means, in the case of any deed or certificate of title not a gift in 
whole or part, the amount of the full consideration therefor, paid or to be paid for the real estate or 
manufactured or mobile home described in the deed or title, including the amount of any mortgage 

or vendor's lien thereon. If property sold under a land installment contract is conveyed by the seller 
under such contract to a third party and the contract has been of record at least twelve months prior 
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to the date of conveyance, "value" means the unpaid balance owed to the seller under the contract at 
the time of the conveyance, but the statement shall set forth the amount paid under such contract 
prior to the date of conveyance. In the case of a gift in whole or part, "value" means the estimated 
price the real estate or manufactured or mobile home described in the deed or certificate of title 
would bring in the open market and under the then existing and prevailing market conditions in a 
sale between a willing seller and a willing buyer, both conversant with the property and with 
prevailing general price levels. No person shall willfully falsify the value of property conveyed. 

fl)f.(fil The auditor shall indorse each conveyance on its face to indicate the amount of the 
conveyance fee and compliance with this section and if the property is residential rental property 
include a statement that the grantee shall file with the county auditor the information required under 
division (A) or (C) of section 5323.02 of the Revised Code. The auditor shall retain the original copy 
of the statement of value, forward to the tax commissioner one copy on which shall be noted the 
most recent assessed value of the property, and furnish one copy to the grantee or the grantee's 

representative. 
fej.(fl In order to achieve uniform administration and collection of the transfer fee required 

by division (G)(3) of section 319.54 of the Revised Code, the tax commissioner shall adopt and 
promulgate rules for the administration and enforcement of the levy and collection of such fee. 

(B.(Q)_ As used in this section, "residential rental property" has the same meaning as in 

section 5323.01 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 319.301. (A) The reductions required by division (D) of this section do not apply to any 

of the following: 

(l) Taxes levied at whatever rate is required to produce a specified amount of tax money, 
including a tax levied under section 5705.199 or 5748.09 of the Revised Code, or an amount to pay 
debt charges; 

(2) Taxes levied within the one per cent limitation imposed by Section 2 of Article XII, Ohio 

Constitution; 
(3) Taxes provided for by the charter of a municipal corporation. 
(B) As used in this section: 
(1) "Real property" includes real property owned by a railroad. 
(2) "Carryover property" means all real property on the current year's tax list except: 
(a) Land and improvements that were not taxed by the district in both the preceding year and 

the current year; 
(b) Land and improvements that were not in the same class in both the preceding year and 

the current year. 
(3) "Effective tax rate" means with respect to each class of property: 
(a) The sum of the total taxes that would have been charged and payable for current 

expenses against real property in that class if each of the district's taxes were reduced for the current 
year under division (0)(1) of this section without regard to the application of division (E)(3) of this 
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section divided by 
(b) The taxable value of all real property in that class. 

(4) "Taxes charged and payable" means the taxes charged and payable prior to any reduction 

required by section 319 .302 of the Revised Code. 
(C) The tax commissioner shall make the determinations required by this section each year, 

without regard to whether a taxing district has territory in a county to which section 5715.24 of the 

Revised Code applies for that year. Separate determinations shall be made for each of the two 

classes established pursuant to section 5713.041 of the Revised Code. 
(D) With respect to each tax authorized to be levied by each taxing district, the tax 

commissioner, annually, shall do both of the following: 

(1) Determine by what percentage, if any, the sums levied by such tax against the carryover 

property in each class would have to be reduced for the tax to levy the same number of dollars 

against such property in that class in the current year as were charged against such property by such 
tax in the preceding year subsequent to the reduction made under this section but before the 
reduction made under section 319 .302 of the Revised Code. In the case of a tax levied for the first 

time that is not a renewal of an existing tax, the commissioner shall determine by what percentage 

the sums that would otherwise be levied by such tax against carryover property in each class would 
have to be reduced to equal the amount that would have been levied if the full rate thereof had been 

im osed a ainst the total taxable value of such ro e1 

(2) Certify each percentage determined in division (D)(l) of this section, as adjusted under 
division (E) of this section, and the class of property to which that percentage applies to the auditor 

of each county in which the district has territory. The auditor, after complying with section 319 .30 of 

the Revised Code, shall reduce the sum to be levied by such tax against each parcel of real property 
in the district by the percentage so certified for its class. Certification shall be made by the first day 

of September except in the case of a tax levied for the first time, in which case certification shall be 

made within fifteen days of the date the county auditor submits the information necessary to make 
the required determination. 

(E)(l) As used in division (E)(2) of this section, "pre-1982 joint vocational taxes" means, 

with respect to a class of property, the difference between the following amounts: 

(a) The taxes charged and payable in tax year 1981 against the property in that class for the 
current expenses of the joint vocational school district of which the school district is a part after 

making all reductions under this section; 

(b) Two-tenths of one per cent of the taxable value of all real property in that class. 
If the amount in division (E)(l)(b) of this section exceeds the amount in division (E)(l)(a) of 

this section, the pre-1982 joint vocational taxes shall be zero. 
As llsed in dii.•isions (E)(2) E¼Rd (3) of tl1is seetion, "taxes charged and payable" has tee same ) 

- , , ,e aoooe bOkeo ana lnfflaled text was 
, 

disapproved. 
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Mike DeWine. Governor 
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meaning as in diYision (B)(4) of th-is seotioa mul ~eludes any tax charged and payable iH 1985 or j 
thereafter ender sectio.es 5705.194 to 5705.197 or section 5705.199, 5705.213, 5705 .219, or 5748.09 
of the ReYised Code. 

(2) If in the case of a school district other than a joint vocational or cooperative education 
school district any percentage required to be used in division (D)(2) of this section for either class of 
property could cause the total taxes charged and payable for current expenses to be less than two per 
cent of the taxable value of all real property in that class that is subject to taxation by the district, the 
commissioner shall determine what percentages would cause the district's total taxes charged and 
payable for current expenses against that class, after all reductions that would otherwise be made 
under this section, to equal, when combined with the pre-1982 joint vocational taxes against that 
class, the lesser of the following: 

(a) The sum of the rates at which those taxes are authorized to be levied; 
(b) Two per cent of the taxable value of the property in that class. The auditor shall use such 

percentages in making the reduction required by this section for that class. 
(3) If in the case of a joint vocational school district any percentage required to be used in 

division (D)(2) of this section for either class of property could cause the total taxes charged and 
payable for current expenses for that class to be less than two-tenths of one per cent of the taxable 
value of that class, the commissioner shall determine what percentages would cause the district's 
total taxes charged and payable for current expenses for that class, after all reductions that would 
otherwise be made under this section, to equal that amount. The auditor shall use such percentages in 
making the reductions re uired b this section for that class. 

(4) If a school di tdct is affected by division (E)(2) or (3) of this section for either class of 
property, and additional current expense taxes are levied or are included in the definition of taxes 
charged and payable. then. for the first tax year those taxes are levied or included. the reduction 
computed under division (D) of this section for that district shall be computed as though the sums of 
current expenses taxes levied for the district and charged against that class in the preceding tax year 
were equivalent to two per cent or two-tenths of one per cent. respectively. of the taxable value of all 
real ro er in that class. 

(F) No reduction shall be made under this section in the rate at which any tax is levied. 
(G) The commissioner may order a county auditor to furnish any information the 

commissioner needs to make the determinations required under division (D) or (E) of this section, 
and the auditor shall supply the information in the form and by the date specified in the order. If the 
auditor fails to comply with an order issued under this division, except for good cause as determined 
by the commissioner, the commissioner shall withhold from such county or taxing district therein 
fifty per cent of state revenues to local governments pursuant to section 5747.50 of the Revised 
Code or shall direct the department of education and workforce to withhold therefrom fifty per cent 
of state revenues to school districts pursuant to Chapter 3317. of the Revised Code. The 

commissioner shall withhold the distribution of such revenues until the county audiw_~ ~~~U,VPJ\00 initialed text was 

disapproved. 

Date:______ 

Mike DeWi.ne. Governor 
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