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the transportation of brine by vehicle and penalties associated with a compliance agreement entered 
into pursuant to this chapter shall be paid to the county treasury of the county where the violation 
occurred. 

The fund shall be used solely and exclusively for the purposes enumerated in division (B) of 
section 1509.071 of the Revised Code, payments to the oil and gas resolution and remediation fund 
created in section 1509.075 of the Revised Code, for the expenses of the division associated with the 
administration of this chapter and Chapter 1571. of the Revised Code and rules adopted under them, 
and for expenses that are critical and necessary for the protection of human health and safety and the 
environment related to oil and gas production in this state. The expenses of the division in excess of 
the moneys available in the fund shall be paid from general revenue fund appropriations to the 
department. 

Sec. 1509.07. (A)(l)(a) Except as provided in division (A)(l)(b) or (A)(2) of this section, an 
owner of any well, except an exempt Mississippian well or an exempt domestic well, shall obtain 
liability insurance coverage from a company authorized or approved to do business in this state in an 
amount of not less than one million dollars bodily injury coverage and property damage coverage to 
pay damages for injury to persons or damage to property caused by the drilling, operation, or 
plugging of all the owner's wells in this state. However, if any well is located within an urbanized 
area, the owner shall obtain liability insurance coverage in an amount of not less than three million 
dollars for bodily injury coverage and property damage coverage to pay damages for injury to 
persons or damage to property caused by the drilling, operation, or plugging of all of the owner's 
wells in this state. 

(b) A board of county commissioners of a county that is an owner of a well or a board of 
township trustees of a township that is an owner of a well may elect to satisfy the liability coverage 
requirements specified in division (A)(l )(a) of this section by participating in a joint self-insurance 
pool in accordance with the requirements established under section 2744.081 of the Revised Code. 
Nothing in division (A)(l)(b) of this section shall be construed to allow an entity, other than a 
county or township, to participate in a joint self-insurance pool to satisfy the liability coverage 
requirements specified in division (A)(l)(a) of this section. 

(2) An owner of a horizontal well shall obtain liability insurance coverage from an insurer 
authorized to write such insurance in this state or from an insurer approved to write such insurance 
in this state under section 3905.33 of the Revised Code in an amount of not less than five million 
dollars bodily injury coverage and property damage coverage to pay damages for injury to persons 
or damage to property caused by the production operations of all the owner's wells in this state. The 
insurance policy shall include a reasonable level of coverage available for an environmental 
endorsement. 

(3) An owner shall maintain the coverage required under division (A)(l) or (2) of this 
section until all the owner's wells are plugged and abandoned or are transferred to an owner who has 

obtained insurance as required under this section and who is not under a notic;'h'at~Wl!~g· I an . . led text was 
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substantial violation or under a suspension order. The owner shall provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage to the chief of the division of oil and gas resources management upon request. 
Upon failure of the owner to provide that proof when requested, the chief may order the suspension 
of any outstanding permits and operations of the owner until the owner provides proof of the 
required insurance coverage. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an owner of any well, before being 
issued a permit under section 1509 .06 of the Revised Code or before operating or producing from a 
well, shall execute and file with the division of oil and gas resources management a surety bond 
conditioned on compliance with the restoration requirements of section 1509.072, the plugging 
requirements of section 1509.12, the permit provisions of section 1509.13 of the Revised Code, and 
all rules and orders of the chief relating thereto, in an amount set by rule of the chief. 

(2) The owner may deposit with the chief, instead of a surety bond, cash in an amount equal 
to the surety bond as prescribed pursuant to this section or negotiable certificates of deposit or 
irrevocable letters of credit, issued by any bank organized or transacting business in this state, 
having a cash value equal to or greater than the amount of the surety bond as prescribed pursuant to 
this section. Cash or certificates of deposit shall be deposited upon the same terms as those upon 
which surety bonds may be deposited. If the owner deposits cash, the cash shall be credited to the 
performance cash bond refunds fund created in section 1501.16 of the Revised Code. If the owner 
deposits certificates of deposit, the chief shall require the bank that issued any such certificate to 
pledge securities of a cash value equal to the amount of the certificate that is in excess of the amount 
insured by the federal deposit insurance corporation. The securities shall be security for the 
repayment of the certificate of deposit. 

Upon a deposit of cash, certificates of deposit, or letters of credit with the chief, the chief 
shall hold them in trust for the purposes for which they have been deposited. 

(3) Instead of a surety bond, the chief may accept proof of financial responsibility consisting 
of a sworn financial statement showing a net financial worth within this state equal to twice the 
amount of the bond for which it substitutes and, as may be required by the chief, a list of producing 
properties of the owner within this state or other evidence showing ability and intent to comply with 
the law and rules concerning restoration and plugging that may be required by rule of the chief. The 
owner of an exempt Mississippian well is not required to file scheduled updates of the financial 
documents, but shall file updates of those documents if requested to do so by the chief. The owner of 
a nonexempt Mississippian well shall file updates of the financial documents in accordance with a 
schedule established by rule of the chief. The chief, upon determining that an owner for whom the 
chief has accepted proof of financial responsibility instead of bond cannot demonstrate financial 
responsibility, shall order that the owner execute and file a bond or deposit cash, certificates of 
deposit, or irrevocable letters of credit as required by this section for the wells specified in the order 
within ten days of receipt of the order. If the order is not complied with, all wells of the owner that 
are specified in the order and for which no bond is filed or cash, certificates of deposit, or letters of 
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credit are deposited shall be plugged. No owner shall fail or refuse to plug such a well. Each day on 
which such a well remains unplugged thereafter constitutes a separate offense. 

(4) The surety bond provided for in this section shall be executed by a surety company 

authorized to do business in this state. 

The chief shall not approve any bond until it is personally signed and acknowledged by both 

principal and surety, or as to either by the principal's or surety's attorney in fact, with a certified copy 

of the power of attorney attached thereto. The chief shall not approve a bond unless there is attached 
a certificate of the superintendent of insurance that the company is authorized to transact a fide1ity 

and surety business in this state. 

All bonds shall be given in a form to be prescribed by the chief and shall run to the state as 

obligee. 

(5) An owner of an exempt Mississippian well or an exempt domestic well, in lieu of filing a 

surety bond, cash in an amount equal to the surety bond, certificates of deposit, irrevocable letters of 
credit, or a sworn financial statement, may file a one-time fee of fifty dollars, which shall be 
deposited in the oil and gas ,,yell J)h1ggiag resolution and remediation fund created in section 

1509.071 1509.075 of the Revised Code. 
(C) An owner, operator, producer, or other person shall not operate a well or produce from a 

well at any time if the owner, operator, producer, or other person has not satisfied the requirements 

established in this section. 
Sec. 1509.071. (A) When the chief of the division of oil and gas resources management finds 

that an owner has failed to comply with a final nonappealable order issued or compliance agreement 

entered into under section 1509.04, the restoration requirements of section 1509.072, plugging 

requirements of section 1509 .12, or permit provisions of section 1509.13 of the Revised Code, or 

rules and orders relating thereto, the chief shall make a finding of that fact and declare any surety 

bond filed to ensure compliance with those sections and rules forfeited in the amount set by rule of 
the chief. The chief thereupon shall certify the total forfeiture to the attorney general, who shall 

proceed to collect the amount of the forfeiture. In addition, the chief may require an owner, operator, 
producer, or other person who forfeited a surety bond to post a new surety bond in the amount of 

fifteen thousand dollars for a single well, thirty thousand dollars for two wells, or fifty thousand 

dollars for three or more wells. 
In lieu of total forfeiture, the surety or owner, at the surety's or owner's option, may cause the 

well to be properly plugged and abandoned and the area properly restored or pay to the treasurer of 

state the cost of plugging and abandonment. 

(B)(1) All moneys collected because of forfeitures of bonds as provided in this section shall 
be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the oil and gas well fund created in section 1509.02 

of the Revised Code. 
For purposes of promoting the competent management and conservation of the state's oil and 

natural gas resources and the proper and lawful plugging of historic oil and gas wells for which there 
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is no known responsible owner, the chief annually shall spend not less than thirty per cent of the 
revenue credited to the oil and gas well fund during the previous fiscal year for both of the following 
purposes: 

(a) In accordance with division (E) of this section, to plug orphaned wells or to restore the
land surface properly as required in section 1509.072 of the Revised Code; 

(b) In accordance with division (F) of this section, to correct conditions that the chief
reasonably has determined are causing imminent health or safety risks at an orphaned well or 
associated with a well for which the owner has not initiated a corrective action within a reasonable 9,
period of time as determined by • • • s attempted to notify the owner.

(2) Expenditures from nd oil and ,as resolution and rem 
shall be made onl H-ft--a&Emt!eft xcept as otherwise rovi e in divisions '/1,A b 
) and (D) of section 1509.075 of the Revised Code, expenditures fro ���jlli�JM]�j!v't-' 
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not the owner of the well, the landowner may report the existence of the well in writing to the chief. 
(2) If the chief receives a written report from a landowner of the discovery of a well

previously unknown to the division, the chief shall inspect the well not later than thirty days after the 
date of receipt of the landowner's report. 

(3) The chief shall establish a scoring matrix for use in determining the priority of plugging
wells or restoring land surfaces at orphaned well sites for purposes of this section. The matrix shall 
include a classification system that categorizes orphaned wells as high priority, medium priority, and 
low priority. 

(4) The chief shall use the matrix developed under division (C)(3) of this section to prioritize
plugging and land restoration projects under this section. The chief may add additional orphaned 
wells to a project regardless of classification. 

(D)(l) After determining that a well is an orphaned well, the chief shall do all of the 
following: 

(a) Make a reasonable attempt to determine from the records in the office of the county
recorder of the county in which the well is located the identity of the current owner of the land on 
which the well is located, the identity of each person owning a right or interest in the oil or gas 
mineral interests, and the identities of the persons having a lien upon any of the equipment 
appurtenant to the well. For purposes of division (D)(l)(a) of this section, the chief is not required to 
review records in the office of the county recorder that are older than forty years from the date on 
which the chief made the determination that the well is an orphaned well. 

(b) Mail notice to each person identified in division (D)(l)(a) of this section;
( c) Include in the notice to each person having a lien upon any equipment appurtenant to the
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well, a statement informing the person that the well is to be plugged and offering the person the 
opportunity to remove that equipment from the well site at the person's own expense in order to 
avoid forfeiture of the equipment to this state; 

( d) Publish notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the well is 
located that the well is to be plugged or post the notice on the department of natural resources web 
site. 

(2) If the current address of a person identified in division (D)(l )(a) of this section cannot be 
determined, or if a notice provided by mail to a person under division (D)(l)(b) of this section is 
returned undeliverable, the notice published under division (D)(l)(d) of this section constitutes 
sufficient notice to the person. 

(3) If none of the persons described in division (D)(l )(a) of this section removes equipment 
from the well within thirty days after the mailing of the notice or publication or posting of notice 
described in division (D)(l )( d) of this section, whichever is later, all equipment appurtenant to the 
well is hereby declared to be forfeited to this state without compensation and without the necessity 
for any action by the state for use to defray the cost of plugging the well and restoring the land 
surfac at the well site. fVY' j) 

J'Zfl' The chief may expend money from the oil and gas we11 fund f and the oil anqgas ,I 
resolution and remediation fun for the purpose of division (B)(l )(a) of this section, and such 
ex pen 1tures s a e ma e m accordance with either of the following: 

(1) The chief may make expenditures pursuant to contracts entered into by either the chief or 
another agency of the state with persons who agree to furnish the materials, equipment, work, and 
labor as specified and provided in such a contract for activities associated with the restoration or 
plugging of an orphaned well as determined by the chief. If another agency of the state enters into 
the contract, the chief shall prepare the scope of work for the restoration or plugging of the well. The 
activities may include excavation to uncover a well, methods to locate a well, analyzing the well, 
stabilizing or other work conducted prior to plugging the well, drilling out or clean out of we11bores 
to remove material from a well, plugging operations, insta11ation of vault and vent systems, 
including associated engineering certifications and permits, removal of associated equipment, 
restoration of property, replugging of previously plugged orphaned wells or wells for which final 
restoration was completed under section 1509.072 of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it, 
and repair of damage to property that is caused by such activities. The chief may make expenditures 
for salaries, maintenance, equipment, or other administrative purposes, for costs directly attributed to 
locating, analyzing, stabilizing, designing, plugging, remediating, or restoring an orphaned well, and 
for determining if a well is an orphaned well. 

Agents or employees of persons contracting with the chief to locate, analyze, stabilize, 
design, plug, remediate, or restore a well may enter upon any land, public or private, on which the 
well is located, or on adjacent parcels needed for access, for the purpose of performing the work. 
Prior to such entry, the chief shall give to the following persons written notice of the existence of a 
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contract to locate, analyze, stabilize, design, plug, remediate, or restore a well, the names of the 
persons with whom the contract is made, and the date that the project will commence: the owner of 
the well, the owner of the land upon which the well is located, the owner of the land of an adjacent 
parcel that will be entered upon, and, if the well is located in the same township as or in a township 
adjacent to the excavations and workings of a mine and the owner or lessee of that mine has 
provided written notice identifying those townships to the chief at any time during the immediately 
preceding three years, the owner or lessee of the mine. The chief may include in the notice to the 
owner or lessee of the mine additional information, such as authorization to plug an orphaned well 
under section 1509 .151 of the Revised Code. 

(2)(a) The owner of the land on which at least one orphaned well is located who has received 
notice under division (D)(l)(b) of this section may plug any such orphaned well and be reimbursed 
by the division of oil and gas resources management for the reasonable cost of plugging such wells. 
In order to plug the orphaned wells, the landowner shall submit an application to the chief on a form 
prescribed by the chief and approved by the technical advisory council on oil and gas created in 
section 1509.38 of the Revised Code. The application, at a minimum, shall require the landowner to 
provide the same information as is required to be included in the application for a permit to plug and 
abandon under section 1509.13 of the Revised Code. 

The application shall be accompanied by a copy of a proposed contract to plug and abandon 
the orphaned wells prepared by a contractor regularly engaged in the business of plugging oil and 
gas wells. The proposed contract shall require the contractor to furnish all of the materials, 
equipment, work, and labor necessary to plug the orphaned wells properly and restore the site 
including the removal of all associated equipment and shall specify the price for doing the work. The 

contractor shall be insured. 
Expenditures made under division (E)(2)(a) of this section shall be consistent with the 

expenditures for activities described in division (E)(l) of this section. In addition, expenditures made 
under division (E)(2) of this section are not subject to section 127.16 of the Revised Code. The 
application constitutes an application for a permit to plug the well for the purposes of section 
1509.13 of the Revised Code and t:ae applioaet is not required to submit the fee otherwise required 
1:1nder that seotioe. 

(b) Within thirty days after receiving an application and accompanying proposed contract 
under division (E)(2)(a) of this section, the chief shall determine whether the plugging would 
comply with the applicable requirements of this chapter and applicable rules adopted and orders 
issued under it and whether the cost of the plugging under the proposed contract is reasonable. If the 
chief determines that the proposed plugging would comply with those requirements and that the 
proposed cost of the plugging is reasonable, the chief shall notify the landowner of that 
determination and issue to the landowner a permit to plug the well under section 1509.13 of the 
Revised Code. The chief may disapprove an application submitted under division (E)(2)(a) of this 
section if the chief determines that the proposed plugging would not comply with the applicable 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
666 

requirements of this chapter and applicable rules adopted and orders issued under it, that the cost of 

the plugging under the proposed contract is unreasonable, or that the proposed contract is not a bona 

fide, arm's length contract. 
(c) After receiving the chiefs notice of the approval of the application and permit to plug and 

abandon a well under division (E)(2)(b) of this section, the landowner may enter into the proposed 

contract to plug the well. 
(d) Upon determining that the plugging has been completed in compliance with the 

applicable requirements of this chapter and applicable rules adopted and orders issued under it, the 

chief shall pay the contractor for the cost of the plugging and restoration as set forth in the proposed 

contract approved by the chief and changes or costs approved by the chief. The payment-fh~ ~ 
paid from the oil and gas well fund Jor the oil and gas resolution and remediation fund. Im'~ 
shall only make payments for purposes of division (E)(2) of this section pursuant to a proper invoice 

as defined under section 125.01 of the Revised Code. 
(e) If the chief determines that the plugging was not completed in accordance with the 

applicable requirements, the chief shall not pay the contractor or landowner for the cost of the 

plugging. 
(f) If any equipment was removed from the well during the plugging and sold, the chief shall 

deduct the sale amount of the equipment from the payment to the contractor. 

(g) Changes made to a contract executed under division (E)(2) of this section due to 

unanticipated conditions may be presented to the chief in the form of a written request for approval 
of the additional costs prior to completion of the work. The chief shall determine if the changes are 

necessary to comply with this chapter and rules adopted and orders issued under it and if the cost of 
the changes are reasonable. The chief shall provide to the contractor a written decision regarding the 
proposed changes. If the chief determines that the changes are not necessary or that the costs are not 

reasonable, the chief may either deny the request or establish the amount of the cost that the chief 
approves. Work completed prior to receipt of written approval from the chief is not eligible for 

payment, unless waived by the chief. 
(3) The chief may establish an annual limit on the number of wells that may be plugged 

under division (E)(2) of this section or an annual limit on the expenditures to be made under that 

division. The chief may reject an application submitted under division (E)(2) of this section if the 
chief determines that the plugging of other wells take priority. 

(4) As used in division (E)(2) of this section, "plug" and "plugging" include the plugging of 
the well, replugging of a previously plugged orphaned well or a well for which final restoration was 

completed under section 1509.072 of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it, drilling out or 

cleanout of a well bore to remove material from a well, installation of casings, installation of a vault 

and vent, restoration, and the restoration of the land surface disturbed by the plugging. /Y' ' 

I
(F)( 1) Expenditures from the oil and gas well fund or t e 01 an as reso utton an
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contracts entered into by either the chief or another agency of the state with persons who agree to 
furnish the materials, equipment, work, and labor as specified and provided in such a contract. The 
competitive bidding requirements of Chapter 153. of the Revised Code do not apply if the chief 
reasonably determines that a situation exists requiring immediate action for the correction of the 
applicable health or safety risk. A contract or purchase of materials for purposes of addressing the 
emergency situation is not subject to division (B) of section 127.16 of the Revised Code. The chief, 
designated representatives of the chief, and agents or employees of persons contracting with the 
chief to locate, analyze, stabilize, design, plug, remediate, or restore a well under this division may 
enter upon any land, public or private, on which the well is located, or on parcels needed for access, 
for the purpose of performing the work. 

(2) The chief shall issue an order that requires the owner of a well to pay the actual (l ~tn
documented costs of a corrective action that is described in division (B)(l)(b) of this section 
concerning the well. The chief shall transmit the money so recovered to the treasurer of state who 

shall deposit the money in the lstate treasury to the credit of the{oil and gas fweffresoluuon and I 
!remediationtnmd. fl.,./¥' ~ f'l.~ 

(G) Contracts entered into by either the chief or another agency of the state under this 
section are not subject to any of the following: 

(1) Chapter 4115. of the Revised Code; 
(2) Chapter 153. of the Revised Code; 
(3) Section 4733.17 of the Revised Code. 
(H) The owner of land on which a well is located who has received notice under division (D) 

( 1 )(b) of this section, in lieu of plugging the well in accordance with division (E)(2) of this section, 
may cause ownership of the well to be transferred in accordance with section 1509.31 of the Revised 

Code. 
If a well is transferred, the owner to whom it is transferred shall comply with this chapter 

and rules adopted under it and shall take title to and possession of the equipment appurtenant to the 
well that has been identified by the chief as having been abandoned by the former owner of the well. 

(I) The chief may engage in cooperative projects under this section with any agency of this 
state, another state, or the United States; any other governmental agencies; any state university or 
college as defined in section 3345.27 of the Revised Code; or a nonprofit corporation that is exempt 
from federal income taxation under section 50l(c)(3) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 26 
U.S.C. 1, as amended. A contract entered into for purposes of a cooperative project is not subject to 
division (B) of section 127.16 of the Revised Code. 

(J)(l) On or before the close of each calendar quarter, the chief shall submit a written report 
to the technical advisory council established under section 1509.38 of the Revised Code describing 
the efforts of the division of oil and gas resources management to plug orphaned wells during the 
immediately preceding calendar quarter. The chief also shall include in the report all of the 

Y 

following information: 
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(a) The total number of known orphaned wells in the state and the total number in each 
county of the state; 

(b) The total number of newly discovered orphaned wells during the immediately preceding 
calendar quarter; 

( c) The total number of wells plugged in accordance with this section during the 
immediately preceding calendar quarter; 

( d) The total number of wells plugged in accordance with this section and the estimated 
average and indirect costs of plugging activities conducted under this section prior to the date of the 

report; 

( e) The number of wells approved for plugging in accordance with this section and the 
estimated average and indirect costs of plugging activities conducted under this section during the 

immediately preceding calendar quarter. 

(2) Not later than the thirty-first day of March of each year, the chief and the technical 
advisory council shall jointly provide a report containing, at a minimum, the information required to 

be included in the quarterly reports during the previous one-year period to all of the following: 

(a) The speaker of the house of representatives; 
(b) The president of the senate; 
( c) The chair of the committee of the house of representatives responsible for energy and 

natural resources issues; 

( d) The chair of the committee of the senate responsible for energy and natural resources 
issues. 

e 

treasury. The fund shall cousist of moneys transferred to it from the oil and gas weJI fund and any 

money deposited into it under section 1509.07 and 1509.071 of the Revised Code. Notwithstanding 

any provision of law to the contrary. at the beginning of each :fiscal year, the treasurer of state shall 

transfer to the oil and gas resolution and remediation fund the amount of money in the oil and gas 

well fund that is in excess of the total amount appropriated to the oil and gas well fund for that fiscal 

year. 

(B)(J) Money in the oil and gas resolution and remediation fund shall be u ed by the chief of 

the division of oil and gas resources management for the plugging of orphaned wells under this 

chapter. 

(2) The chief may use money in the fund for expenses that are critical and necessary for the 
rotection of human health and safe and the environment related to oil and as roduction in this 

state. 

(3) The treasurer of state shall disburse moneys from the fund quarterly on order of the chief. 
(C) The treasurer of state may invest any portion of the oil and gas resolution and 

remediation fund not needed for immediate use in the same manner as, and subject to aU provisions 

of law with respect to the investment of, state funds. 
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(D) Interest earned on the fund shall be credited to the fund and reserved for use by the 

director of natural resources. The director may order the treasurer of state to disburse interest from 

the fund for any purpose of the department of natural resources. subject to the approval of the 
technical advisory council on oil and gas, as provided in section 1509.38 of the Revised Code. The 

director shall provide the treasurer of state with written notice of the council's approval before the 
treasurer of state may disburse money from the fund. 

(E) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no money shall be 

transferred out of the fund by the director of budget and management or the controlling board to any 
11other fund, including the general revenue fund. The fund shall not be used for any purpose not J2./ ~ 

specified in law. 
erw1sc provt 1s sec 10n an 

division (E)( 1) of section 1509.071 of the Revised Code, no person shall plug and abandon a well 

without having a permit to do so issued by the chief of the division of oil and gas resources 

management. The permit shall be issued by the chief in accordance with this chapter and shall be 

valid for a period of twenty-four months from the date of issue. 
(2) The holder of a valid permit issued under section 1509.06 of the Revised Code may 

receive approval from an oil and gas resources inspector to plug and abandon the well associated 

with that permit, without obtaining the permit required under division (A) of this section, if either of 

the following apply: 
(a) The well was drilled to total depth and the well cannot or will not be completed. 
(b) The well is a lost hole or dry hole. 
(3) A permit holder plugging a well pursuant to division (A)(2)(a) of this section shall plug 

the well within thirty days of receipt of approval from the oil and gas resources inspector. 

(4) A permit holder plugging a well pursuant to division (A)(2)(b) of this section shall plug 

the well immediately after determining that the well is a lost hole or dry hole in accordance with 

rules adopted under this chapter. 
(B) The application for a permit to plug and abandon shall be filed as many days in advance 

as will be necessary for an oil and gas resources inspector or, if the well is located in a coal bearing 

township, both a deputy mine inspector and an oil and gas resources inspector to be present at the 

plugging. The application shall be filed with the chief upon a form that the chief prescribes and shall 

contain the following information: 

(1) The name and address of the applicant; 
(2) The signature of the applicant or the applicant's authorized agent. When an authorized 

agent signs an application, it shall be accompanied by a certified copy of the appointment as that 

agent. 
(3) The location of the well identified by section or lot number, city, village, township, and 

county; 
(4) Designation of well by name and number; 

The above boxed and initialed text was 

disapproved. 

? / 3..,,/ ~s
Date. ______ 

JffldX, C/J~vt> ,kr--
Mike DeWine, Governor 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
670 

(5) The total depth of the well to be plugged; 
(6) The date and amount oflast production from the well; 
(7) Other information that the chief may require. 
(C) EKeept as otherwise pro,,ided iR divisioe (E)(2)(a) of seetioe 1509.071 of the Ri3.,1ised 

Code, the applioation shabl be aoeomparued by a eoR:Fefil.Adaale fee of two hundred fifty doUClfS. 
Unless waived by an oil and gas resources inspector, the owner of a well or the owner's authorized 
representative shall notify an oil and gas resources inspector at least twenty-four hours prior to the 
commencement of the plugging of a well. No well shall be plugged and abandoned without an oil 
and gas resources inspector present unless permission has been granted by the chief. The owner of a 
well that has produced oil or gas shall give written notice at the same time to the owner of the land 
upon which the well is located and to all lessors that receive gas from the well pursuant to an 
agreement. If the well penetrates or passes within one hundred feet of the excavations and workings 
of a mine, the owner of the well shall give written notice to the owner or lessee of that mine of the 
intention to abandon the well and of the time when the owner of the well will be prepared to 
commence plugging it. 

(D) An applicant may file a request with the chief for expedited review of an application for 
a permit to plug and abandon a well. The chief may refuse to accept a request for expedited review 

if, in the chiefs judgment, acceptance of the request will prevent the issuance, within twenty-one 
days of filing, of permits for which applications filed under section 1509.06 of the Revised Code are 
pending. In addition to a complete application for a permit that meets the requirements of this 
section and the f)ermit fee pres6i·ibed: 0)' th.is seotion, if applioaele, a request for expedited review 
shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable filing fee of five hundred dollars unless the chief has 
ordered the applicant to plug and abandon the well. When a request for expedited review is filed, the 
chief shall immediately begin to process the application and shall issue a permit within seven days of 
the filing of the request unless the chief, by order, denies the application. 

(E)(l) Except as otherwise provided in division (E)(2) of this section, any person 
undertaking the plugging of a well for which a permit has been issued under this section shall obtain 
insurance for bodily injury coverage and property damage coverage in the amount established under 
section 1509.07 of the Revised Code to pay for damages or injury to property or person, including 
damages caused by the plugging of the well. The person shall electronically submit proof of 
insurance to the chief upon the chiefs request. 

(2) Division (E)(l) of this section does not apply to a person already required to maintain an 

insurance policy under section 1509.07 of the Revised Code. 
(F) This section does not apply to a well plugged or abandoned in compliance with section 

1571.05 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 1509.36. Any person adversely affected by an order by the chief of the division of oil 

and gas resources management may appeal to the oil and gas commission for an order vacating or 
modifying the order. 
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The person so appealing to the commission shall be known as appellant and the chief shall 
be known as appellee. Appellant and appellee shall be deemed to be parties to the appeal. 

The appeal shall be in writing and shall set forth the order complained of and the grounds 
upon which the appeal is based. The appeal shall be filed with the commission within thirty days 

after the date upon which the person to whom the order was issued received the order and, for all 
other persons adversely affected by the order, within thirty days after the date of the order 
complained of. Notice of the filing of the appeal shall be filed with the chief within three days after 
the appeal is filed with the commission. 

Upon the filing of the appeal, the commission may decide the appeal, in whole or .in part. 
without a hearing when. in its judgment, it is appropriate to do so. If the commission decides to hold 
a hearing. the commission promptly shall fix the time and place at which the hearing on the appeal 
will be held, and shall give the appellant and the chief at least ten days' written notice thereof by 
mail. The commission may postpone or continue any hearing upon its own motion or upon 
application of the appellant or of the chief. 

The filing of an appeal provided for in this section does not automatically suspend or stay 
execution of the order appealed from, but upon application by the appellant the commission may 
suspend or stay the execution pending determination of the appeal upon such terms as the 
commission considers proper. 

Either party to the appeal or any interested person who, pursuant to commission rules has 
been granted permission to appear, may submit such evidence as the commission considers 
admissible. 

For the purpose of conducting a hearing on an appeal, the commission may require the 
attendance of witnesses and the production of books, records, and papers, and it may, and at the 
request of any party it shall, issue subpoenas for witnesses or subpoenas duces tecum to compel the 
production of any books, records, or papers, directed to the sheriffs of the counties where the 
witnesses are found. The subpoenas shall be served and returned in the same manner as subpoenas in 
criminal cases are served and returned. The fees of sheriffs shall be the same as those allowed by the 
court of common pleas in criminal cases. Witnesses shall be paid the fees and mileage provided for 
under section 119.094 of the Revised Code. Such fees and mileage expenses incurred at the request 
of appellant shall be paid in advance by the appellant, and the remainder of those expenses shall be 
paid out of funds appropriated for the expenses of the division of oil and gas resources management. 

In case of disobedience or neglect of any subpoena served on any person, or the refusal of 
any witness to testify to any matter regarding which the witness may be lawfully interrogated, the 
court of common pleas of the county in which the disobedience, neglect, or refusal occurs, or any 
judge thereof, on application of the commission or any member thereof, shall compel obedience by 
attachment proceedings for contempt as in the case of disobedience of the requirements of a 
subpoena issued from that court or a refusal to testify therein. Witnesses at such hearings shall 
testify under oath, and any member of the commission may administer oaths or affirmations to 
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persons who so testify. 
At-If a hearing occurs and at the request of any party to the appeal, a record of the testimony 

and other evidence submitted shall be taken by an official court reporter at the expense of the party 
making the request for the record. The record shall include all of the testimony and other evidence 

and the rulings on the admissibility thereof presented at the hearing. The commission shall pass upon 

the admissibility of evidence, but any party may at the time object to the admission of any evidence 
and except to the rulings of the commission thereon, and if the commission refuses to admit 

evidence the party offering same may make a proffer thereof, and such proffer shall be made a part 

of the record of the hearing. 
If upon completion of the hearing the commission finds that the order appealed from was 

lawful and reasonable, it shall make a written order affirming the order appealed from; if the 

commission finds that the order was unreasonable or unlawful, it shall make a written order vacating 
the order appealed from and making the order that it finds the chief should have made. Every order 

made by the commission shall contain a written finding by the commission of the facts upon which 

the order is based. 
Notice of the making of the order shall be given forthwith to each party to the appeal by 

mailing a certified copy thereof to each such party by certified mail. 

The order of the commission is final unless vacated by the court of common pleas of 
Franklin county in an appeal as provided for in section 1509.37 of the Revised Code. Sections 

1509.01 to 1509.37 of the Revised Code, providing for appeals relating to orders by the chief or by 

the commission, or relating to rules adopted by the chief, do not constitute the exclusive procedure 
that any person who believes the person's rights to be unlawfully affected by those sections or any 

official action taken thereunder must pursue in order to protect and preserve those rights, nor do 
those sections constitute a procedure that that person must pursue before that person may lawfully 

appeal to the courts to protect and preserve those rights. 

Sec. 1509.38. ®_There is hereby created in the division of oil and gas resources 
management a technical advisory council on oil and gas, which shall consist of eight members to be 

appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. Three members shall be 
independent oil or gas producers, operators, or their representatives, operating and producing 
primarily in this state, three members shall be oil or gas producers, operators, or their representatives 

having substantial oil and gas producing operations in this state and at least one other state, one 

member shall represent the public, and one member shall represent persons having landowners' 
royalty interests in oil and gas production. All members shall be residents of this state, and all 

members, except the members representing the public and persons having landowners' royalty 
interests, shall have at least five years of practical or technical experience in oil or gas drilling and 

production. Not more than one member may represent any one company, producer, or operator. 

.Qll_Terms of office shall be for three years, commencing on the first day of February and 
ending on the thirty-first day of January. Each member shall hold office from the date of 
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appointment until the end of the term for which the member was appointed. A vacancy in the office 

of a member shall be filled by the governor, with the advice and consent of the senate. Any member 

appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for which the member's 

predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remainder of that term. Any member shall 

continue in office subsequent to the expiration date of the member's term until the member's 

successor takes office, or until a period of sixty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first. 

ilJ_The council shall select from among its members a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and 

a secretary. All members are entitled to their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the 

performance of their duties as members, payable from the appropriations for the division. 

illl_The governor may remove any member for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance 

in office . 

.(fil_ The council shall hold at least one regular meeting in each quarter of a calendar year and 

shall keep a record of its proceedings. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson and shall 

be called by the chairperson upon receipt of a written request signed by two or more members of 

the council. A written notice of the time and place of each meeting shall be sent to each member of 

the council. Five members constitute a quorum, and no action of the council is valid unless 

five members concur. 

.(ELThe council, when requested by the chief of the division of oil and gas resources 

management, shall consult with and advise the chief and perfonn other duties that may be lawfully 

delegated to it by the chief. The council may participate in hearings held by the chief under this 

chapter and has powers of approval as provided in sections 1509.24 and 1509.25 of the Revised 

Code. The council shall conduct the activities required, and exercise the authority granted, under 

Chapter 1510. of the Revised Code. 

G If the council receives a request f:rom the director of natural resources to approve an 

expenditme from the oil and gas resolution and remediation fund for purposes of division (D) of 

section 1509.075 of the Revised Code. the council shall vote to approve or deny that expenditure. 

The council shall notify the director in writing of the approval or denial. 

H The council, upon receiving a request from the chairperson o t. e 01 an gas 
----------
commission under division (C) of section 1509.35 of the Revised Code, immediately shall prepare 

and provide to the chairperson a list of its members who may serve as temporary members of the oil 

and gas commission as provided in that division. 

Sec. 1513 .3 71. The long-term abandoned mine reclamation fund is created in the state 

treasury. The fund shall be administered by the chief of the division of mineral resources 

management and consist of grants awarded by the United States secretary of the interior from the 

federal abandoned mine reclamation fund pursuant to the federal "Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act." Pub. L. No. 177-58. All investment earnings of the fund shall be credited to the fund. 

The fund shall be used for abatement of the causes and treatment of the effects of acid mine 

drainage resulting from coal mine practices. including the following: 
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(A) The costs of building. operating. maintaining. and rehabilitating acid mine drainage 

treatment systems; 
(B) The prevention. abatement. and control of subsidence; 
(C) The prevention, abatement, and control of coal mine fires. 

Sec. 1517 .11. (&There is hereby created in the state treasury the natural areas and preserves 

fund, which shall consist of moneys transferred into it under section 5747.113 of the Revised Code 

and of contributions made directly to it. Any person may contribute directly to the fund in addition 

to or independently of the income tax refund contribution system established in that section . 
.@l_Moneys in the fund shall be disbursed pursuant to vouchers approved by the director of 

natural resources for use by the division of natural areas and preserves solely for the following 

purposes: 

Will The acquisition of new or expanded natural areas and nature preserves and scenic 

river lands; 
fB1ill Facility development in natural areas and nature preserves and scenic river lands; 
fb,Q} Special projects, including, but not limited to, biological inventories, research grants, 

and the production of interpretive material related to natural areas and nature preserves and scenic 

river lands; 

~ill Routine maintenance for health and safety purposes . 
.cg__Money in the fund also may be used for the purposes of administering a system of wild, 

scenic, and recreational rivers, scenic river lands, and facilities or improvements associated with 

such rivers and lands. 
illl_Moneys appropriated from the fund shall not be used to fund salaries of permanent 

employees or administrative costs . 
.(fil_All investment earnings of the fund shall be credited to the fund. 

(F) The chief of the division of natural areas and preserves may sell any of the foUowing: 

(1) Items related to or that promote Ohio's native plants and animals. unique ecology and 

geology, and general ecological preservation and conservalion such as pins. apparel. stickers. books. 
bulletins, maps. publications. calendars. and other educationaJ articles and division branded 

merchandise; 
(2) Items pertaining to Ohio's ecology including native plant and seeds of native plants. 

(G) All moneys received under division (F) of this section shall be paid into the .' tate 
treasury to the credit of the natural areas and preserves fund created under this section. 

Sec. 1531.01. As used in this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code: 
(A) "Person" means a person as defined in section 1.59 of the Revised Code or a company; 

an employee, agent, or officer of such a person or company; a combination of individuals; the state; 

a political subdivision of the state; an interstate body created by a compact; or the federal 

government or a department, agency, or instrumentality of it. 
(B) "Resident" means either of the following: 
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(1) An individual who has resided in this state for not less than six months preceding the date 

of making application for a license or permit; 
(2) An individual who is a full-time student enrolled in an accredited Ohio public or private 

college or university and who resides in this state at the time the individual makes application for a 

license or permit and who attests to the individual's full-time student status in a manner determined 

by the chief of the division of wildlife. 
(C) "Nonresident" means any individual who does not qualify as a resident. 

(D) "Division rule" or "rule" means any rule adopted by the chief of the division of wildlife 
under section 1531.10 of the Revised Code unless the context indicates otherwise. 

(E) "Closed season" means that period of time during which the taking of wild animals 

protected by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code is prohibited. 

(F) "Open season" means that period of time during which the taking of wild animals 
protected by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code is permitted. 

(G) "Take or taking" includes pursuing, shooting, hunting, killing, trapping, angling, fishing 

with a trotline, or netting any clam, mussel, crayfish, aquatic insect, fish, frog, turtle, wild bird, or 
wild quadruped, and any lesser act, such as wounding, or placing, setting, drawing, or using any 

other device for killing or capturing any wild animal, whether it results in killing or capturing the 

animal or not. "Take or taking" includes every attempt to kill or capture and every act of assistance 
to any other person in killing or capturing or attempting to kill or capture a wild animal. 

(H) "Possession" means both actual and constructive possession and any control of things 

referred to. 
(I) "Bag limit" means the number, measurement, or weight of any kind of crayfish, aquatic 

insects, fish, frogs, turtles, wild birds, and wild quadrupeds permitted to be taken. 

(J) "Transport and transportation" means carrying or moving or causing to be carried or 

moved. 
(K) "Sell and sale" means barter, exchange, or offer or expose for sale. 
(L) "Whole to include part" means that every provision relating to any wild animal protected 

by this chapter and Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code applies to any part of the wild animal with 

the same effect as it applies to the whole. 
(M) "Angling" means fishing with not more than two hand lines, not more than two units of 

rod and line, or a combination of not more than one hand line and one rod and line, either in hand or 

under control at any time while fishing. The hand line or rod and line shall have attached to it not 
more than three baited hooks, not more than three artificial fly rod lures, or one artificial bait casting 

lure equipped with not more than three sets of three hooks each. 

(N) "Trotline" means a device for catching fish that consists of a line having suspended from 
it, at frequent intervals, vertical lines with hooks attached. 

(0) "Fish" means a cold-blooded vertebrate having fins. 

(P) "Measurement of fish" means length from the end of the nose to the longest tip or end of 
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the tail. 
(Q) "Wild birds" includes game birds and nongame birds. 
(R) "Game" includes game birds, game quadrupeds, and fur-bearing animals. 

(S) "Game birds" includes mourning doves, ringneck pheasants, bobwhite quail, ruffed 

grouse, sharp-tailed grouse, pinnated grouse, wild turkey, Hungarian partridge, Chukar partridge, 
woodcocks, black-breasted plover, golden plover, Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe, greater and lesser 
yellowlegs, rail, coots, gallinules, duck, geese, brant, and crows. 

(T) "Nongame birds" includes all other wild birds not included and defined as game birds or 

migratory game birds. 
(U) "Wild quadrupeds" includes game quadrupeds, fur-bearing animals, and wild boar or 

feral swine. 
(V) "Game quadrupeds" includes cottontail rabbits, gray squirrels, black squirrels, fox 

squirrels, red squirrels, flying squirrels, chipmunks, groundhogs or woodchucks, white-tailed deer, 

elk, and black bears. 
(W) "Fur-bearing animals" includes minks, weasels, raccoons, skunks, opossums, muskrats, 

fox, beavers, badgers, otters, coyotes, and bobcats. 
(X) "Wild animals" includes mollusks, crustaceans, aquatic insects, fish, reptiles, 

amphibians, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and all other wild mammals, but does not include domestic 

deer. 
(Y) "Hunting" means pursuing, shooting, killing, following after or on the trail of, lying in 

wait for, shooting at, or wounding wild birds or wild quadrupeds while employing any device 

commonly used to kill or wound wild birds or wild quadrupeds whether or not the acts result in 
killing or wounding. "Hunting" includes every attempt to kill or wound and every act of assistance 

to any other person in killing or wounding or attempting to kill or wound wild birds or wild 

quadrupeds. 
(Z) "Trapping" means securing or attempting to secure possession of a wild bird or wild 

quadruped by means of setting, placing, drawing, or using any device that is designed to close upon, 

hold fast, confine, or otherwise capture a wild bird or wild quadruped whether or not the means 
results in capture. "Trapping" includes every act of assistance to any other person in capturing wild 

birds or wild quadrupeds by means of the device whether or not the means results in capture. 

(AA) "Muskrat spear" means any device used in spearing muskrats. 

(BB) "Channels and passages" means those narrow bodies of water lying between islands or 

between an island and the mainland in Lake Erie. 
(CC) "Island" means a rock or land elevation above the waters of Lake Erie having an area 

of five or more acres above water. 
(DD) "Reef' means an elevation of rock, either broken or in place, or gravel shown by the 

latest United States chart to be above the common level of the surrounding bottom of the lake, other 
than the rock bottom, or in place forming the base or foundation rock of an island or mainland and 
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sloping from the shore of it. "Reer' also means all elevations shown by that chart to be above the 

common level of the sloping base or foundation rock of an island or mainland, whether running from 
the shore of an island or parallel with the contour of the shore of an island or in any other way and 
whether formed by rock, broken or in place, or from gravel. 

(EE) "Fur farm" means any area used exclusively for raising fur-bearing animals or in 

addition thereto used for hunting game, the boundaries of which are plainly marked as such. 
(FF) "Waters" includes any lake, pond, reservoir, stream, channel, lagoon, or other body of 

water, or any part thereof, whether natural or artificial. 
(GG) "Crib" or "car" refers to that particular compartment of the net from which the fish are 

taken when the net is lifted. 

(HH) "Commercial fish" means those species of fish permitted to be taken, possessed, 

bought, or sold unless otherwise restricted by the Revised Code or division rule and are alewife 

(Alosa pseudoharengus), American eel (Anguilla rostrata), bowfin (Arnia calva), burbot (Lota Iota), 
carp (Cyprinus carpio), smallmouth buffalo (Ictiobus bubalus), bigmouth buffalo (Ictiobus 

cyprinellus), black bullhead (Ictalurus melas), yellow bullhead (Ictalurus natalis), brown bullhead 

(Ictalurus nebulosus), channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus), flathead catfish (Pylodictis olivaris), 
whitefish (Coregonus sp.), cisco (Coregonus sp.), freshwater drum or sheepshead (Aplodinotus 

grunniens), gar (Lepisosteus sp.), gizzard shad (Dorosoma cepedianum), goldfish (Carassius 
auratus), lake trout (Salvelinus namaycush), mooneye (Hiodon tergisus), quillback (Carpiodes 

cyprinus), smelt (Allosmerus elongatus, Hypomesus sp., Osmerus sp., Spirinchus sp.), sturgeon 

(Acipenser sp., Scaphirhynchus sp.), sucker other than buffalo and quillback (Carpiodes sp., 
Catostomus sp., Hypentelium sp., Minytrema sp., Moxostoma sp.), white bass (Marone chrysops), 

white perch (Roccus americanus), and yellow perch (Perea flavescens). When the common name of 

a fish is used in this chapter or Chapter 1533. of the Revised Code, it refers to the fish designated by 

the scientific name in this definition. 
(II) "Fishing" means taking or attempting to take fish by any method, and all other acts such 

as placing, setting, drawing, or using any device commonly used to take fish whether resulting in a 
taking or not. 

(JJ) "Fillet" means the pieces of flesh taken or cut from both sides of a fish, joined to form 
one piece of flesh. 

(KK) "Part fillet" means a piece of flesh taken or cut from one side of a fish. 

(LL) "Round" when used in describing fish means with head and tail intact. 

(MM) "Migrate" means the transit or movement of fish to or from one place to another as a 
result of natural forces or instinct and includes, but is not limited to, movement of fish induced or 
caused by changes in the water flow. 

(NN) "Spreader bar" means a brail or rigid bar placed across the entire width of the back, at 

the top and bottom of the cars in all trap, crib, and fyke nets for the purpose of keeping the meshes 
hanging squarely while the nets are fishing. 
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(00) "Fishing guide" means any person who, for consideration or hire, operates a boat, 

rents, leases, or otherwise furnishes angling devices, ice fishing shanties or shelters of any kind, or 
other fishing equipment, and accompanies, guides, directs, or assists any other person in order for 

the other person to engage in fishing. 

(PP) "Net" means fishing devices with meshes composed of twine or synthetic material and 
includes, but is not limited to, trap nets, fyke nets, crib nets, carp aprons, dip nets, and seines, except 

minnow seines and minnow dip nets. 
(QQ) "Commercial fishing gear" means seines, trap nets, fyke nets, dip nets, carp aprons, 

trotlines, other similar gear, and any boat used in conjunction with that gear, but does not include gill 

nets. 

(RR) "Native wildlife" means any species of the animal kingdom indigenous to this state. 

(SS) "Gill net" means a single section of fabric or netting seamed to a float line at the top 

and a lead line at the bottom, which is designed to entangle fish in the net openings as they swim 
into it. 

(TT) "Tag fishing tournament" means a contest in which a participant pays a fee, or gives 

other valuable consideration, for a chance to win a prize by virtue of catching a tagged or otherwise 
specifically marked fish within a limited period of time. 

(UV) "Tenant" means an individual who resides on land for which the individual pays rent 

and whose annual income is primarily derived from agricultural production conducted on that land, 
as "agricultural production" is defined in section 929.01 of the Revised Code. 

(VV) "Nonnative wildlife" means any wild animal not indigenous to this state, but does not 
include domestic deer. 

(WW) "Reptiles" includes common musk turtle (sternotherus odoratus), common snapping 

turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina), spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), eastern box turtle 

(Terrapene carolina carolina), Blanding's turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), common map turtle 
(Graptemys geographica), ouachita map turtle (Graptemys pseudogeographica ouachitensis), 
midland painted turtle (Chrysemys picta marginata), red-eared slider (Trachemys scripta elegans), 
eastern spiny softshell turtle (Apalone spinifera spinifera), midland smooth softshell turtle (Apalone 

mutica mutica), northern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus), ground skink (Scincella 

lateralis), five-lined skink (Eumeces fasciatus), broadhead skink (Eumeces laticeps), northern coal 

skink (Eumeces anthracinus anthracinus), European wall lizard (Podarcis muralis), queen snake 
(Regina septemvittata), Kirtland's snake (Clonophis kirtlandii), northern water snake (Nerodia 

sipedon sipedon), Lake Erie watersnake (Nerodia sipedon insularum), copperbelly water snake 

(Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta), northern brown snake (Storeria dekayi dekayi), midland brown 
snake (Storeria dekayi wrightorum), northern redbelly snake (Storeria occipitomaculata 
occipitomaculata), eastern garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis), eastern plains garter snake 

(Thamnophis radix radix), Butler's garter snake (Thamnophis butleri), shorthead garter snake 

(Thamnophis brachystoma), eastern ribbon snake (Thamnophis sauritus sauritus), northern ribbon 
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snake (Thamnophis sauritus septentrionalis), eastern hognose snake (Heterodon platirhinos), eastern 
smooth earth snake (Virginia valeriae valeriae ), northern ringneck snake (Diadophis punctatus 
edwardsii), midwest worm snake (Carphophis amoenus helenae), eastern worm snake (Carphophis 
amoenus amoenus), black racer (Coluber constrictor constrictor), blue racer (Coluber constrictor 
foxii), rough green snake (opheodrys aestivus), smooth green snake (opheodrys vernalis vernalis), 
black rat snake (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta), eastern fox snake (Elaphe vulpina gloydi), black 
kingsnake (Lampropeltis getula nigra), eastern milk snake (Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum), 
northern copperhead (Agkistrodon contortrix mokasen), eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus 
catenatus), and timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus horridus). 

(XX) "Amphibians" includes eastern hellbender (Crytpobranchus alleganiensis 
alleganiensis), mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus maculosus), red-spotted newt (Notophthalmus 
viridescens viridescens), Jefferson salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum), spotted salamander 
(Ambystoma maculatum), blue-spotted salamander (Ambystoma laterale), smallmouth salamander 
(Ambystoma texanum), streamside salamander (Ambystoma barbouri), marbled salamander 
(Ambystoma opacum), eastern tiger salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum), northern dusky 
salamander (Desmognathus fuscus fuscus), mountain dusky salamander (Desmognathus 
ochrophaeus), redback salamander (Plethodon cinereus), ravine salamander (Plethodon richmondi), 
northern slimy salamander (Plethodon glutinosus), Wehrle's salamander (Plethodon wehrlei), four­
toed salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum), Kentucky spring salamander (Gyrinophilus 
porphyriticus duryi), northern spring salamander (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus porphyriticus), mud 
salamander (Pseudotriton montanus), northern red salamander (Pseudotriton ruber ruber), green 
salamander (Aneides aeneus), northern two-lined salamander (Eurycea bislineata), longtail 
salamander (Eurycea longicauda longicauda), cave salamander (Eurycea lucifuga), southern two­
lined salamander (Eurycea cirrigera), Fowler's toad (Bufo woodhousii fowleri), American toad 
(Bufo americanus), eastern spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii), Blanchard's cricket frog (Acris 
crepitans blanchardi), northern spring peeper (Pseudacris crucifer crucifer), gray treefrog (Hyla 
versicolor), Cope's gray treefrog (Hyla chrysoscelis), western chorus frog (Pseudacris triseriata 
triseriata), mountain chorus frog (Pseudacris brachyphona), bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana), green frog 
(Rana clamitans melanota), northern leopard frog (Rana pipiens), pickerel frog (Rana palustris), 
southern leopard frog (Rana utricularia), and wood frog (Rana sylvatica). 

(YY) "Deer" means white-tailed deer (Oddocoileus virginianus). 
(ZZ) "Domestic deer" means nonnative deer that have been legally acquired or their 

offspring and that are held in private ownership for primarily agricultural purposes. 
(AAA) "Migratory game bird" includes waterfowl (Anatidae); doves (Columbidae); cranes 

(Gruidae); cormorants (Phalacrocoracidea); rails, coots, and gallinules (Rallidae); and woodcock and 
snipe (Scolopacidae ). 

(BBB) "Accompany" means to go along with another person while staying within a distance 
from the person that enables uninterrupted, unaided visual and auditory communication. 
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(CCC) "All-purpose vehicle" means any vehicle that is designed primarily for cross-country 

travel on land, water, or land and water and that is steered by wheels, caterpillar treads, or a 
combination of wheels and caterpillar treads and includes vehicles that operate on a cushion of air, 
vehicles commonly known as all-terrain vehicles, all-season vehicles, mini-bikes, and trail bikes. 

(DDD) "Wholly enclosed preserve" means an area of land that is surrounded by a fence that 

is at least six feet in height, unless otherwise specified in division rule, and is constructed of a woven 
wire mesh, or another enclosure that the division of wildlife may approve, where game birds, game 
quadrupeds, reptiles, amphibians, or fur-bearing animals are raised and may be sold under the 

authority of a commercial propagating license or captive white-tailed deer propagation license 
obtained under section 1533.71 of the Revised Code. 

(EEE) "Commercial bird shooting preserve" means an area of land where game birds are 

released and hunted by shooting as authorized by a commercial bird shooting preserve license 

obtained under section 1533.72 of the Revised Code. 

(FFF) "Wild animal hunting preserve" means an area of land where game, captive white­
tailed deer, and nonnative wildlife, other than game birds, are released and hunted as authorized by a 

wild animal hunting preserve license obtained under section 1533.721 of the Revised Code. 

(GGG) "Captive white-tailed deer" means legally acquired deer that are held in private 
ownership at a facility licensed under section 943.03 or 943.031 of the Revised Code and under 

section 1533.71 or 1533.721 of the Revised Code. 

(HHH) "Wild boar" or "feral swine" means eithef-a hog, boar. or pig that appears to be 
untamed, undomesticated, or in a wild state. "Wild boar" or "feral swine" includes both of the 
following: 

(1) Members Except for Sus scrofa domesticus that is 1.egally confined or held in captivity, 
members of the family suidae, including beth-~of the following: 

(a) Wild pig, wild hog, feral hog, and feral pig; 

(b) Old world swine, razorbacks, European wild boar, and Russian wild boar, and any 
hybrids or crossbreeds thereof; 

{c) Wild pig, wild hog, feral hog, or feral pig that appear contained in a wild animal hunting 

preserve licensed under section 1533.721 of the Revised Code or a wholly enclosed preserve for 
hunting or trapping. 

(2) Members of the family tayassuidae, including collared peccary and javelina, and any 

hybrids or crossbreeds of members of the family tayass1:1id0atayassuidae. 
Sec. 1533.10. (A) Except as provided in this section or division (A)(2) of section 1533.12 or 

section 1533.73 or 1533.731 of the Revised Code, no person shall hunt any wild bird or wild 
quadruped without a hunting license. Each day that any person hunts within the state without 
procuring such a license constitutes a separate offense. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in this section, division (A) of section 1533.12 of the 
Revised Code, or in rules adopted under division (B) of that section, each applicant for a hunting 
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license shall pay an annual fee for each annual license in accordance with the following schedule: 

1 2 

A Hunting license - resident $18.00 

B Hunting license - nonresident that is not a resident of a reciprocal state, ages $174.00 

18 and older 

C Hunting license - nonresident that is a resident of a reciprocal state, ages 18 $18.00 
and older 

D Apprentice hunting license - resident $18.00 

E Apprentice hunting license - nonresident that is not a resident of a reciprocal $174.00 
state 

F Apprentice hunting license - nonresident that is a resident of a reciprocal state $18.00 

G Youth hunting license - resident and nonresident $9.00 

H Apprentice youth hunting license - resident $9.00 

I Senior hunting license - resident $9.00 

J Apprentice senior hunting license - resident $9.00 

(2) Apprentice resident hunting licenses, apprentice youth hunting licenses, apprentice senior 
hunting licenses, and apprentice nonresident hunting licenses are subject to the requirements 

established under section 1533.102 of the Revised Code and rules adopted under it. 
(3) As used in division (B)(l) of this section: 

(a) "Youth" means an applicant who is under the age of eighteen years at the time of 

application for a license. 

(b) "Senior" means an applicant who is sixty-six years of age or older at the time of 
application for a license. 

(c) "Reciprocal state" means a state that is a party to an agreement under section 1533.91 of 

the Revised Code. 
(C) A resident of this state who owns lands in the state and the owner's parents, children of 

any age~ and grandchildren under eighteen years of age may hunt on the lands without a hunting 
license. A resident of any other state who owns real property in this state, and the spouse and 
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children living with the property owner, may hunt on that property without a license, provided that 

the state of residence of the real property owner allows residents of this state owning real property in 
that state, and the spouse and children living with the property owner, to hunt without a license. If 

the owner of land in this state is a limited liability company or a limited liability partnership that 
consists of three or fewer individual members or partners, as applicable, an individual member or 

partner who is a resident of this state and the member's or partner's parents, children of any age,. and 

grandchildren under eighteen years of age may hunt on the land owned by the limited liability 
company or limited liability partnership without a hunting license. In addition, if the owner of land 

in this state is a trust that has a total of three or fewer trustees and beneficiaries, an individual who is 

a trustee or beneficiary and who is a resident of this state and the individual's parents. children of 

any age,. and grandchildren under eighteen years of age may hunt on the land owned by the trust 

without a hunting license. The tenant and children of the tenant, residing on lands in the state, may 

hunt on them without a hunting license. 
(D) The chief of the division of wildlife may issue a small game hunting license expiring 

three days from the effective date of the license to a nonresident of the state, the fee for which is 

thirty-nine dollars. No person shall take or possess deer, wild turkeys, fur-bearing animals, ducks, 
geese, brant, or any nongame animal while possessing only a small game hunting license. 

A small game hunting license or an apprentice nonresident hunting license does not 

authorize the taking or possessing of ducks, geese, or brant without having obtained, in addition to 
the small game hunting license or the apprentice nonresident hunting license, a wetlands habitat 

stamp as provided in section 1533.112 of the Revised Code. A small game hunting license or an 

apprentice nonresident hunting license does not authorize the taking or possessing of deer, wild 
turkeys, or fur-bearing animals. A nonresident of the state who wishes to take or possess deer, wild 

turkeys, or fur-bearing animals in this state shall procure, respectively, a deer or wild turkey permit 

as provided in section 1533.11 of the Revised Code or a fur taker permit as provided in section 

1533.111 of the Revised Code in addition to a nonresident hunting license, an apprentice nonresident 
hunting license, a special youth hunting license, or an apprentice youth hunting license, as 

applicable, as provided in this section. 

(E) No person shall procure or attempt to procure a hunting license by fraud, deceit, 
misrepresentation, or any false statement. 

(F)(l) This section does not authorize the taking and possessing of deer or wild turkeys 

without first having obtained, in addition to the hunting license required by this section, a deer or 
wild turkey permit as provided in section 1533.11 of the Revised Code or the taking and possessing 

of ducks, geese, or brant without first having obtained, in addition to the hunting license required by 

this section, a wetlands habitat stamp as provided in section 1533.112 of the Revised Code. 
(2) This section does not authorize the hunting or trapping of fur-bearing animals without 

first having obtained, in addition to a hunting license required by this section, a fur taker permit as 

provided in section 1533.111 of the Revised Code. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
683 

(G)(l) No hunting license shall be issued unless it is accompanied by a written explanation 

of the law in section 1533.17 of the Revised Code and the penalty for its violation, including a 
description of terms of imprisonment and fines that may be imposed. 

(2) No hunting license, other than an apprentice hunting license, shall be issued unless the 

applicant presents to the agent authorized to issue the license a previously held hunting license or 
evidence of having held such a license in content and manner approved by the chief, a certificate of 

completion issued upon completion of a hunter education and conservation course approved by the 

chief, or evidence of equivalent training in content and manner approved by the chief. A previously 
held apprentice hunting license does not satisfy the requirement concerning the presentation of a 

previously held hunting license or evidence of it. 
(3) No person shall issue a hunting license, except an apprentice hunting license, to any 

person who fails to present the evidence required by this section. No person shall purchase or obtain 

a hunting license, other than an apprentice hunting license, without presenting to the issuing agent 
the evidence required by this section. Issuance of a hunting license in violation of the requirements 

of this section is an offense by both the purchaser of the illegally obtained hunting license and the 

clerk or agent who issued the hunting license. Any hunting license issued in violation of this section 

is void. 
(H) The chief, with approval of the wildlife council, shall adopt rules prescribing a hunter 

education and conservation course for first-time hunting license buyers, other than buyers of 
apprentice hunting licenses, and for volunteer instructors. The course shall consist of subjects 

including, but not limited to, hunter safety and health, use of hunting implements, hunting tradition 

and ethics, the hunter and conservation, the law in section 1533.17 of the Revised Code along with 
the penalty for its violation, including a description of terms of imprisonment and fines that may be 

imposed, and other law relating to hunting. Authorized personnel of the division or volunteer 

instructors approved by the chief shall conduct such courses with such frequency and at such 

locations throughout the state as to reasonably meet the needs of license applicants. The chief shall 
issue a certificate of completion to each person who successfully completes the course and passes an 

examination prescribed by the chief. 
Sec. 1533.11. (A)(l) Except as provided in this section or section 1533.731 of the Revised 

Code, no person shall hunt deer on lands of another without first obtaining an annual deer permit. 

Except as provided in this section, no person shall hunt wild turkeys on lands of another without first 

obtaining an annual wild turkey permit. A deer or wild turkey permit is valid during the hunting 
license year in which the permit is purchased. Except as provided in rules adopted under division (B) 

of section 1533.12 of the Revised Code, each applicant for a deer or wild turkey permit shall pay an 

annual fee for each permit in accordance with the following schedule: 

2 
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A Deer permit - resident $30.00 

B Deer permit - nonresident 

$210.00 

C Youth deer permit - resident and nonresident $15.00 

D Senior deer permit - resident $11.00 

E Wild turkey permit - resident $30.00 

F Wild turkey permit - nonresident $37.00 

G Youth wild turkey permit - resident and nonresident $15.00 

H Senior wild turkey permit - resident $11.00 

(2) As used in division (A)(l) of this section: 

(a) "Youth" means an applicant who is under the age of eighteen years at the time of 

application for a permit. 
(b) "Senior" means an applicant who is sixty-six years of age or older at the time of 

application for a permit. 
(3) The money received shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the wildlife fund, 

created in section 1531.17 of the Revised Code, exclusively for the use of the division of wildlife in 

the acquisition and development of land for deer or wild turkey management, for investigating deer 

or wild turkey problems, and for the stocking, management, and protection of deer or wild turkey. 
(4) Every person, while hunting deer or wild turkey on lands of another, shall carry the 

person's deer or wild turkey permit and exhibit it to any enforcement officer so requesting. Failure to 

so carry and exhibit such a permit constitutes an offense under this section. 
(5) The chief of the division of wildlife shall adopt any additional rules the chief considers 

necessary to carry out this section and section 1533.10 of the Revised Code. 
(6) An owner who is a resident of this state or an owner who is exempt from obtaining a 

hunting license under section 1533 .10 of the Revised Code and the spouse. parent • children of any 

age. and grandchildren under eighteen years of age of the owner of lands in this state may hunt deer 

or wild turkey thereon without a deer or wild turkey permit. If the owner of land in this state is a 
limited liability company or a limited liability partnership that consists of three or fewer individual 

members or partners, as applicable, an individual member or partner who is a resident of this state 

and the member's or partner's parents. children of any age, and grandchildren under eighteen years of 
age may hunt deer or wild turkey on the land owned by the limited liability company or limited 
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liability partnership without a deer or wild turkey permit. In addition, if the owner of land in this 
state is a trust that has a total of three or fewer trustees and beneficiaries, an individual who is a 

trustee or beneficiary and who is a resident of this state and the individual's parents, children of any 

age, and grandchildren under eighteen years of age may hunt deer or wild turkey on the land owned 

by the trust without a deer or wild turkey permit. The tenant and children of the tenant may hunt deer 

or wild turkey on lands where they reside without a deer or wild turkey permit. 
(B) A deer or wild turkey permit is not transferable. No person shall carry a deer or wild 

turkey permit issued in the name of another person. 

(C) The wildlife refunds fund is hereby created in the state treasury. The fund shall consist of 
money received from application fees for deer permits that are not issued. Money in the fund shall 

be used to make refunds of such application fees. 

(D) If the division establishes a system for the electronic submission of information 

regarding deer or wild turkey that are taken, the division shall allow the owner and the children of 

the owner of lands in this state to use the owner's name or address for purposes of submitting that 

information electronically via that system. 
Sec. 1533.111. (A) Except as provided in this section or division (A)(2) of section 1533.12 

of the Revised Code, no person shall hunt or trap fur-bearing animals on land of another without first 

obtaining some type of an annual fur taker permit. 

(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in rules adopted under division (B) of section 1533.12 

of the Revised Code, each applicant for a fur taker permit or an apprentice fur taker permit shall pay 
an annual fee for each annual permit in accordance with the following schedule: 

1 2 

A Fur taker permit $14.00 

B Apprentice fur taker permit $14.00 

C Senior fur taker permit - resident only $7.00 

D Apprentice senior fur taker permit - resident only $7.00 

E Special youth fur taker permit $7.00 

F Apprentice youth fur taker permit $7.00 

(2) As used in division (B)(l) of this section: 
(a) "Youth" means an applicant who is under the age of eighteen years at the time of 

application for a permit. 

(b) "Senior" means an applicant who is sixty-six years of age or older at the time of 
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application for a permit. 

(C) Each type of fur taker permit is valid during the hunting license year in which the permit 
is purchased. The money received shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the fund 
established in section 1533.15 of the Revised Code. Apprentice fur taker permits and apprentice 

youth fur taker permits are subject to the requirements established under section 1533.102 of the 

Revised Code and rules adopted pursuant to it. 

(D)(l) No person shall issue a fur taker permit to an applicant unless it is accompanied by a 

written explanation of the law in section 1533 .17 of the Revised Code and the penalty for its 
violation, including a description of terms of imprisonment and fines that may be imposed. 

(2) No person shall issue a fur taker permit, other than an apprentice fur taker permit or an 

apprentice youth fur taker permit, to an applicant unless the applicant presents to the agent 

authorized to issue a fur taker permit a previously held hunting license or trapping or fur taker 
permit or evidence of having held such a license or permit in content and manner approved by the 

chief of the division of wildlife, a certificate of completion issued upon completion of a trapper 

education course approved by the chief, or evidence of equivalent training in content and manner 
approved by the chief. A previously held apprentice hunting license, apprentice fur taker permit, or 

apprentice youth fur taker permit does not satisfy the requirement concerning the presentation of a 

previously held hunting license or fur taker permit or evidence of such a license or permit. 
(3) No person shall issue a fur taker permit, other than an apprentice fur taker permit or an 

apprentice youth fur taker permit, to any person who fails to present the evidence required by this 

section. No person shall purchase or obtain a fur taker permit, other than an apprentice fur taker 
permit or an apprentice youth fur taker permit, without presenting to the issuing agent the evidence 

required by this section. Issuance of a fur taker permit in violation of the requirements of this section 
is an offense by both the purchaser of the illegally obtained permit and the clerk or agent who issued 

the permit. Any fur taker permit issued in violation of this section is void. 

(E) The chief, with approval of the wildlife council, shall adopt rules prescribing a trapper 
education course for first-time fur taker permit buyers, other than buyers of apprentice fur taker 

permits or apprentice youth fur taker permits, and for volunteer instructors. The course shall consist 

of subjects that include, but are not limited to, trapping techniques, animal habits and identification, 
trapping tradition and ethics, the trapper and conservation, the law in section 153 3 .17 of the Revised 

Code along with the penalty for its violation, including a description of terms of imprisonment and 

fines that may be imposed, and other law relating to trapping. Authorized personnel of the division 

of wildlife or volunteer instructors approved by the chief shall conduct the courses with such 
frequency and at such locations throughout the state as to reasonably meet the needs of permit 

applicants. The chief shall issue a certificate of completion to each person who successfully 
completes the course and passes an examination prescribed by the chief. 

(F) Every person, while hunting or trapping fur-bearing animals on lands of another, shall 
carry the person's fur taker permit with the person's signature written on the permit. Failure to carry 
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such a signed permit constitutes an offense under this section. The chief shall adopt any additional 

rules the chief considers necessary to carry out this section. 
(G) An owner who is a resident of this state or an owner who is exempt from obtaining a 

hunting license under section 1533 .10 of the Revised Code and the spouse, parents, children of any 

age, and grandchildren under eighteen years of age of the owner of lands in this state may hunt or 
trap fur-bearing animals thereon without a fur taker permit. If the owner of land in this state is a 
limited liability company or a limited liability partnership that consists of three or fewer individual 
members or partners, as applicable, an individual member or partner who is a resident of this state 

and the member's or partner's parents, children of any age, and grandchildren under eighteen years of 

~may hunt or trap fur-bearing animals on the land owned by the limited liability company or 

limited liability partnership without a fur taker permit. In addition, if the owner of land in this state is 

a trust that has a total of three or fewer trustees and beneficiaries, an individual who is a trustee or 
beneficiary and who is a resident of this state and the individual's parents, children of any age. and 

grandchildren under eighteen years of age may hunt or trap fur-bearing animals on the land owned 

by the trust without a fur taker permit. The tenant and children of the tenant may hunt or trap fur­

bearing animals on lands where they reside without a fur taker permit. 
(H) A fur taker permit is not transferable. No person shall carry a fur taker permit issued in 

the name of another person. 
(I) A fur taker permit entitles a nonresident to take from this state fur-bearing animals taken 

and possessed by the nonresident as provided by law or division rule. 
Sec. 1533.13. Hunting and fishing licenses, wetlands habitat stamps, deer and wild turkey 

permits, fur taker permits, and any other licenses, permits, or stamps that are required under this 
chapter or Chapter 1531. of the Revised Code and any reissued license, permit, or stamp may be 

issued by the clerk of the court of common pleas, village clerks, township fiscal officers, and other 

authorized agents designated by the chief of the division of wildlife. When required by the chief, a 

clerk, fiscal officer, or other agent shall give bond in the manner provided by the chief. All bonds, 
reports, e~<eept records preseribed ay lhe auditor of sta~e, and moneys received by those persons 

shall be handled under rules adopted by the director ofnatural resources. 
The premium of any bond prescribed by the chief under this section may be paid by the 

chief. Any person who is designated and authorized by the chief to issue licenses, stamps, and 

permits as provided in this section, except the clerk of the court of common pleas, a village clerk, 

and a township fiscal officer, shall pay to the chief a premium in an amount that represents the 
person's portion of the premium paid by the chief under this section, which amount shall be 

established by the chief and approved by the wildlife council created under section 1531.03 of the 
Revised Code. The chief shall pay all moneys that the chief receives as premiums under this section 

into the state treasury to the credit of the wildlife fund created under section 1531.17 of the Revised 

Code. 
Every authorized agent, for the purpose of issuing hunting and fishing licenses, wetlands 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
688 

habitat stamps, deer and wild turkey permits, and fur taker permits, may administer oaths to and take 
affidavits from applicants for the licenses, stamps, or permits when required. An authorized agent 
may appoint deputies to perform any acts that the agent is authorized to perform, consistent with 

division rules. 
Every applicant for a hunting or fishing license, wetlands habitat stamp, deer or wild turkey 

permit, or fur taker permit, unless otherwise provided by division rule, shall provide the applicant's 
name, date of birth, weight, height, and place of residence and any other information that the chief 

may require. The clerk, fiscal officer, or other agent authorized to issue licenses, stamps, and permits 

shall charge each applicant a fee of one dollar or four per cent of the cost of the license, stamp, or 
permit, whichever is greater, for taking the information provided by the applicant and issuing the 

license, stamp, or permit. The application, license, stamp, permit, and other blanks required by this 

section shall be prepared and furnished by the chief, in the form the chief provides, to the clerk, 

fiscal officer, or other agent authorized to issue them. The licenses and permits shall be issued to 

applicants by the clerk, fiscal officer, or other agent. The record of licenses and permits kept by the 

clerks, fiscal officers, and other agents shall be uniform throughout the state and in the form or 
numeer as the audi tor of state presaribes and shall be open at all reasonable hours to the inspection 

of any person. Unless otherwise provided by division rule, each annual hunting license, deer or wild 
turkey permit, and fur taker permit issued shall remain in force until the first day of March. 

Application for any such license or permit may be made and a license or permit issued prior to the 

date upon which it becomes effective. 
The chief may require an applicant who wishes to purchase a license, stamp, or permit by 

mail or telephone or via the internet to pay a nominal fee for postage and handling and credit card 

transactions. 
The court before whom a violator of any laws or division rules for the protection of wild 

animals is tried, as a part of the punishment, shall revoke the license, stamp, or permit of any person 
convicted. The license, stamp, or permit fee paid by that person shall not be returned to the person. 
The person shall not procure or use any other license, stamp, or permit or engage in hunting wild 

animals or trapping fur-bearing animals during the period of revocation as ordered by the court. 

No person under sixteen years of age shall engage in hunting unless accompanied by the 

person's parent or another adult person. 
Sec. 1533.131. The chief of the division of wildlife may sell gift certificates that may be 

used to obtain lulllting 8.fld fishing , pay for. or purchase licenses, for taker, deer, and wild turkey 
permits, and '1i1etla:nds ha-b:itat stamps, user fees, and conservation-related items provided for under 

this chapter or Chapter 1531. of the Revised Code. For tile purposes of this sectioA, the The chief 

shall-may adopt rules in accordance with section 1531.10 of the Revised Code d&ieg-necessa:ry to 

administer this section, including all of the following: 
(A) Provid:ieg that a gift certificate may be used to obtai-a a resideet or nonresideat aanting 

.license l:lflder seetiol'I 1533.1 () of the Revised Code a resident or noRresid01'1l fisking license uRder 
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seetioe. 1533.32 of the Re•,ised Code, a fur taker permit 1:1eder seetioe. 1533. U l of the Ri}•,i!ied Code, 

a deer or wild h:1Fkey permit l¾Bder sectioe 1533.11 of the Re','ised Code, a wetlands habitat stamp 

under section 1533 .112 of the Re•,ised Code, er a oembi-Hatiee. of these liceeses, permits, and 

stampsDesignating which licenses, pennits, stamps. user fees, and conservation-related items may 

be obtained. paid for, or purchased with a gift certificate; 
(B) Prescribing the form for the gift certificates; 

(C) Authorizing persons who are designated and authorized under section 1533.13 of the 

Revised Code to sell licenses and permits under this chapter also to sell gift certificates under this 

sectiont 
(D) Establishing fees for the gift certifioates, which shall eq1::1al the total of the fee for a 

resideAt or nen:resident heating lic0:F1se, a resideet or HOfl£esideet fo,hieg lioease, a fur taker permit, a 

deer or wild turkey perm.it, a wetlands eabitat stamp, or a combi:natioo of those liceases, permits, and 

stamp, as applicable, and the fee established uader section 1533 .13 of the Re•,ised Code; 

(E) R~q1:1iring gift eertificates to eKpire one year after the date of f3LH'chase. 

Nothing in this section or rules adopted under it relieves an individual who receives a gift 

certificate for a hunting license from complying with the requirement established under section 
1533.10 of the Revised Code to present, when applying for the license, a previously held hunting 

license or evidence of having held such a license in content and manner approved by the chief, a 

certificate of completion issued upon completion of a hunter education and conservation course 
approved by the chief, or evidence of equivalent training in content and manner approved by the 

chief. 
Nothing in this section or rules adopted under it relieves an individual who receives a gift 

certificate for a fur taker permit from complying with the requirements established under section 
1533.111 of the Revised Code to present, when applying for the permit, a previously held hunting 

license or trapping or fur taker permit or evidence of having held such a license or permit in content 
and manner approved by the chief, a certificate of completion issued upon completion of a trapper 

education course approved by the chief, or evidence of equivalent training in content and manner 
approved by the chief. 

 (A) Except as provided in this section or division (A)(2) or (C) of section 

1533.12 of the Revised Code or as exempted at the discretion of the chief of the division of wildlife, 
no person, including nonresidents, shall take or catch any fish by angling in any of the waters in the 

state or engage in fishing in those waters without a license. No person shall take or catch frogs or 

turtles without a valid fishing license, except as provided in this section. Persons fishing in privately 
owned ponds, lakes, or reservoirs to or from which fish are not accustomed to migrate are exempt 

from the license requirements set forth in this section. Persons fishing in privately owned ponds, 

lakes, or reservoirs that are open to public fishing through an agreement or lease with the division of 

wildlife shall comply with the license requirements set forth in this section. 
(B)(l) Except as otherwise provided in rules adopted under division (B) of section 1533.12 

Sec. 1533.32.
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of the Revised Code, each applicant for a fishing license shall pay a fee for each license m 

accordance with the following schedule: 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

1 

Annual fishing license - resident 

Annual fishing license - nonresident that is not a resident of a 

reciprocal state 

Annual fishing license - nonresident that is a resident of a 

reciprocal state 

Annual senior fishing license - resident 

Three-day tourist fishing license - nonresident that is not a 

resident of a reciprocal state 

One-day fishing license - resident 

One-day fishing license - nonresident that is not a resident of 

a reciprocal state 

One-day fishing license - nonresident that is a resident of a 

reciprocal state 

(2) As used in division (B)(l )  of this section: 

2 

$24.00 

$49-:-00 

$74.00 

$24.00 

$9.00 

$24.00 

$50.00 

$13.00 

$13.00 

(a) "Reciprocal state" means a state that is a party to an agreement under section 1533.91 of 
the Revised Code. 

(b) "Senior" means an applicant who is sixty-six years of age or older at the time of 
application for a license. 

(3) Any person under the age of sixteen years may take or catch frogs and turtles and take or 
catch fish by angling without a license. 

(C)(l) The chief of the division of wildlife may issue a tourist's license expiring three days 

from the effective date of the license to a resident of a state that is not a party to an agreement under 

section 1533.91 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The chief shall adopt rules under section 1531.10 of the Revised Code providing for the 
issuance of a one-day fishing license to a resident of this state or of any other state. A one-day 

fishing license shall allow the holder to take or catch fish by angling in the waters in the state, 

$26.00 $26.00 
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engage in fishing in those waters, or take or catch frogs or turtles in those waters for one day without 

obtaining an annual license or a tourist's license under this section. At the request of a holder of a 
one-day fishing license who wishes to obtain an annual license, a clerk or agent authorized to issue 

licenses under section 1533.13 of the Revised Code, not later than the last day on which the one-day 

license would be valid if it were an annual license, shall credit the amount of the fee paid for the 

one-day license toward the fee charged for the annual license if so authorized by the chief. The clerk 
or agent shall issue the annual license upon presentation of the one-day license and payment of a fee 

in an amount equal to the difference between the fee for the annual license and the fee for the one­

day license. 
(3) Unless otherwise provided by division rule, each annual license shall begin on the date of 

issuance and expire a year from the date of issuance. 

(4) Unless otherwise provided by division rule, each multi-year license issued in accordance 

with section 1533.321 of the Revised Code shall begin on the date of issuance and expire three 
years, five years, or ten years from the date of issuance, as applicable. 

(5) No person shall alter a fishing license or possess a fishing license that has been altered. 
(6) No person shall procure or attempt to procure a fishing license by fraud, deceit, 

misrepresentation, or any false statement. 

(7) A resident of this state who owns land over, through, upon, or along which any water 

flows or stands, except where the land is in or borders on state parks or state-owned lakes, together 
with the members of the immediate families of such owners, may take frogs and turtles and may take 

or catch fish of the kind permitted to be taken or caught therefrom without procuring a license 

provided for in this section. This exemption extends to tenants actually residing upon such lands and 
to the members of the immediate families of the tenants. A resident of any other state who owns land 

in this state over, through, upon, or along which any water flows or stands, except where the land is 

in or borders on state parks or state-owned lakes, and the spouse and children living with the owner, 
may take frogs and turtles and may take or catch fish of the kind permitted to be taken or caught 

from that water without obtaining a license under this section, provided that the state of residence of 
the owner allows residents of this state owning real property in that state, and the spouse and 

children living with such a property owner, to take frogs and turtles and take or catch fish without a 
license. If the owner of such land in this state is a limited liability company or a limited liability 

partnership that consists of three or fewer individual members or partners, as applicable, an 

individual member or partner who is a resident of this state and the member's or partner's children of 

any age may take frogs and turtles and may take or catch fish of the kind permitted to be taken or 
caught therefrom without procuring a license provided for in this section. In addition, if the owner of 

such land in this state is a trust that has a total of three or fewer trustees and beneficiaries, an 

individual who is a trustee or beneficiary and who is a resident of this state and the individual's 
children of any age may take frogs and turtles and may take or catch fish of the kind permitted to be 

taken or caught therefrom without procuring a license provided for in this section. Residents of state 
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or county institutions, charitable institutions, and military homes in this state may take frogs and 
turtles without procuring the required license, provided that a member of the institution or home has 

an identification card, which shall be carried on that person when fishing. 

(8) Every fisher required to be licensed, while fishing or taking or attempting to take frogs or 

turtles, shall carry the license and exhibit it to any person. Failure to so carry and exhibit the license 

constitutes an offense under this section. 

Sec. 1545.041. (A) Any township park district created pursuant to section 511.18 of the 
e sed Code that includes park land located outside the township in which the park district was 

tablished may be converted under the procedures provided in this section into a park district to be 

operated and maintained as provided for in this chapter, provided that there is no existing park 
district created under section 1545.04 of the Revised Code in the county in which the township park 

district is located. The proposed park district shall include within its boundary all townships and 
municipal corporations in which lands owned by the township park district seeking conversion are 

located, and may include any other townships and municipal corporations in the county in which the 

township park district is located. 
(B) Conversion of a township park district into a park district operated and maintained under 

this chapter shall be initiated by a resolution adopted by the board of park commissioners of the park 

district. Any resolution initiating a conversion shall include the following: 
(1) The name of the township park district seeking conversion; 
(2) The name of the proposed park district; 

(3) An accurate description of the territory to be included in the proposed district; 

(4) An accurate map or plat of the proposed park district. The resolution may also include a 
proposed tax levy for the operation and maintenance of the proposed park district. If such a tax levy 

is proposed, the resolution shall specify the annual rate of the tax, expressed in dollars for each one 

hundred thousand dollars of the county auditor's appraised market value and in mills for each dollar 

of taxable value, and the number of consecutive years the levy will be in effect. The annual rate of 
such a tax may not be higher than the total combined millage of all levies then in effect for the 

benefi t of the township park district named in the resolution. 
(C) Upon adoption of the resolution provided for in division (B) of this section, the board of 

park commissioners of the township park district seeking conversion under this section shall certify 

the resolution to the county auditor, who shall certify to the board the information required for a tax 

levy under section 5705.03 of the.Revised Code, in the same manner as required under that section. 
The board shall certify the resolution and the county auditor's certification to the board of 

elections of the county in which the park district is located no later than four p.m. of the seventy­
fifth day before the day of the election at which the question will be voted upon. Upon certification 

of the resolution to the board, the board of elections shall make the necessary arrangements to 

submit the question of conversion of the township park into a park district operated and maintained 

under Chapter 1545. of the Revised Code, to the electors qualified to vote at th next orimarv 01: . . 
- ------- - - - --- ------- - ~ - - - - - - --.-,e-aoo\le-ooxed!'aflEl-i rt,aled text was 

disapproved . 
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general election who reside in the territory of the proposed park d1 s&,( The question shall provide 

for a tax levy if such a levy is specified in the resolution. • 
(D) The ballot submitted to the electors as provided in division (C) of this section shall 

contain the following language: 
"Shall the ------- (name of the township park district seeking conversion) be 

converted into a park district to be operated and maintained under Chapter 1545. of the Revised 
Code under the name of _______ (name of proposed park district), which park district 

shall include the following townships and municipal corporations: 
(Name townships and municipal corporations) 

Approval of the proposed conversion will result in the termination of all existing tax levies 
voted for the benefit of _ ______ (name of the township park district sought to be 

converted) and in the levy of a new tax for the operation and maintenance of ______ 

(name of proposed park district), that the county auditor estimates will collect $ __ annually, at a 
rate not exceeding ____ mills for each $1 of taxable value, which amounts to $____ for 

each $100,000 of the county auditor's appraised market value, for __ (number of years the 
millage is to be imposed) years, commencing on the ___ (year) tax duplicate. 

For the proposed conversion 
II 

Against the proposed conversion 

(E) If the proposed conversion is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting on the 

proposal, the township park district that seeks conversion shall become a park district subject to 
Chapter 1545. of the Revised Code effective the first day of January following approval by the 

voters. The park district shall have the name specified in the resolution, and effective the first day of 

January following approval by the voters, the following shall occur: 
(1) The indebtedness of the former township park district shall be assumed by the new park 

district; 
(2) All rights, assets, properties, and other interests of the former township park district shall 

become vested in the new park district, including the rights to any tax revenues previously vested in 

the former township park district; provided, that all tax levies in excess of the ten mill limitation 

approved for the benefit of the former township park district shall be removed from the tax lists after 

the February settlement next succeeding the conversion. Any tax levy approved in connection with 
the conversion shall be certified as provided in section 5705 .25 of the Revised Code. 

(3) The members of the board of park commissioners of the former township park district 

shall be the members of the board of park commissioners of the new park district, with all the same 
powers and duties as if appointed under section 1545.05 of the Revised Code. The term of each such 

commissioner shall expire on the first day of January of the year following the year in which his 
term would have expired under section 511.19 of the Revised Code. Thereafter, c0Ttlr1ffils~t>R%1Jsd~a1~ itialed text was 
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be appointed pursuant to section 1545.05 of the Revised Code. 

As used in this section, "the county auditor's appraisee market value" has the same meaning 
as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1545.21. (A) The board of park commissioners, by resolution, may submit to the 

electors of the park district the question of levying taxes for the use of the district. The resolution 

shall declare the necessity of levying such taxes, shall specify the purpose for which such taxes shall 

be used, the annual rate proposed, and the number of consecutive years the rate shall be levied. Such 
resolution shall be forthwith certified to the board of elections in each county in which any part of 

such district is located, not later than the ninetieth day before the day of the election, and the 

question of the levy of taxes as provided in such resolution shall be submitted to the electors of the 
district at a special election to be held on whichever of the following occurs first: 

(1) The day of the next general election; 

(2) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in May in any calendar year, except that if a 

esidential primary election is held in that calendar year, then the day of that election. 
A resolution to renew, renew and increase, or renew and decrease any existing levy shall not 

e placed on the ballot unless the question is submitted at the general election held during the last 

year the tax to be renewed may be extended on the tax list, or at any election described in division 
A)(l) or (2) of this section in the ensuing year. Such a resolution may specify that the renewal, 

ncrease, or decrease of the existing levy shall be extended on the tax list for the tax year specified in 
t resolution, which may be the last year the existing levy may be extended on the list for the 

ensuing year. If the renewal, increase, or decrease is to be extended on the tax list for the last tax 

year the existing levy would otherwise be extended, the existing levy shall not be extended on the 

tax list for that last year unless the question of the renewal, increase, or decrease is not approved by 
a majority of electors voting on the question, in which case the existing levy shall be extended on the 

tax list for that last year. 

Except as otherwise prescribed in division (B) of this section, the ballot shall set forth the 

purpose for which the taxes shall be levied, the levy's estimated annual collections, the annual rate of 
levy, expressed in mills for each dollar of taxable value and in dollars for each one hundred thousand 

dollars of the county auditor's appraised market value, and the number of years of such levy. If the 
tax is to be placed on the current tax list, the form of the ballot shall state that the tax will be levied 

in the current tax year and shall indicate the first calendar year the tax will be due. 

~Ifthe resolution of the board of park commissioners provides that an existing levy 
will be renewed, increased, or decreased upon the passage of the ballot question, the form of the 

ballot shall be the same as prescribed for such levies in divisions (B) and (C) of section 5705.25 of 
the Revised Code. 

(2) If the resoh:ition of the board of park commissioners provides that aa existing le¥)' will be 
oanoeled 1:1poe the passage of tae new le,.,y, the board shall request that the eounty al:lditor, 1n 
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Geele, eeFlt~· the effeetPJe Fa~e of the e:!i:isti-Rg Je¥y. la s1:1:eh aa iastaaee, the ballot ffi:1:1:St iaelt:i:de a 
statemeae ~at "aa e11:istiRg le'"'.7' of _ mills EstatiRg the oFigmal le¥y 1:eillage➔ feF eael¼$1 0:f 
ta*aele ,,,ah,1e, .,,..l:½ieh ame1:1:ets te $_ Eeffeet-i•Je Fate ➔ feF eaeh $1QQ,QQQ of the 001:1:e:ey auditeF's 
appFaised :val1:1:e, ha•riag _ yeaFs FemaiB:H'lg, win be eaaeeled aed Feplaeed l:IJ)OB: ~e passage ef !=his 
le¥y." le sueh ease, the ballet may FefeF to tee new le,.,y as a "Feplaeemeet le>..i;·" if the Rew millage 
dees Rot e:li:eeea U-10 oFigieal millage ef the lei,cy eeiRg eaR£eled 0F as a "FeplaeemeaJ aed aelditieRal 
le•ry" if tl:½e new millage e:li:eeeels the erigiaal millage ohhe levy being eaneeled. 

(C) If a majority of the electors voting upon the question of such levy vote in favor thereof, 

such taxes shall be levied and shall be in addition to the taxes authorized by section 1545.20 of the 
Revised Code, and all other taxes authorized by law. The rate submitted to the electors at any one 

time shall not exceed two mills annually upon each dollar of taxable value unless the purpose of the 

levy includes providing operating revenues for one of Ohio's major metropolitan zoos, as defined in 
section 4503.74 of the Revised Code, in which case the rate shall not exceed three mills annually 

upon each dollar of taxable value. When a tax levy has been authorized as provided in this section or 

in section 1545.041 of the Revised Code, the board of park commissioners may issue bonds pursuant 
to section 133 .24 of the Revised Code in anticipation of the collection of such levy, provided that 

such bonds shall be issued only for the purpose of acquiring and improving lands. Such levy, when 

collected, shall be applied in payment of the bonds so issued and the interest thereon. The amount of 

bonds so issued and outstanding at any time shall not exceed one per cent of the total taxable value 
in such district. Such bonds shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed the rate determined as provided 

in section 9.95 of the Revised Code. 

11,) tUJ As used m this section, "the county auditor's -rr--=== market value" and "effective 
rate" have the same meanings as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1546.04. (A) Except as provided in this section, the chief of the division of parks and 

watercraft, with the approval of the director of natural resources, shall adopt rules in accordance 

with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that are necessary for the proper management of state parks, 
bodies of water, and the lands adjacent to them under its jurisdiction and control, including rules: 

(1) Governing opening and closing times and dates of state parks; 

(2) Establishing fees and charges for use of facilities in state parks; 
(3) Governing camps, camping, and fees for camps and camping; 

(4) Governing the application for and rental of, rental fees for, and the use of cottages; 
(5) Relating to public use of state park lands, and governing the operation of motor vehicles, 

including speeds and parking on those lands; 
(6) Governing all advertising within state parks and requirements for the operation of places 

selling tangible personal property and food service sales on lands and waters under the control of the 
division. The rules shall establish uniform requirements for those operations and sales. 

(7) Providing uniform standards relating to the size, type, location, construction, and 

maintenance of structures and devices used for fishing or moorage of watercraft, rct~~ b'WJli>~Hd&,iitialed text was 
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and powercraft over waters under the control of the division and establishing reasonable fees for the 

construction of, and annual use permits for, those structures and devices; 
(8) Governing state beaches, swimming, inflatable devices, and fees for them; 
(9) Governing the removal and disposition of any watercraft, rowboat, sailboat, or 

powercraft left unattended for more than seven days on any lands or waters under the control of the 

division; 
(10) Governing the establishment and collection of check collection charges for checks that 

are returned to the division or dishonored for any reason; 
(11) Governing natural resources officers in all parks and bodies of water and lands adjacent 

to those bodies under the supervision and control of the division as are necessary to the proper 

management of such parks and bodies of water. 

(B) The chief shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code 

establishing a discount program for all persons who are issued a golden buckeye card under section 
173.06 of the Revised Code. The discount program shall provide a discount for all park services and 

rentals, but shall not provide a discount for the purchase of merchandise. 

(C) The chief, with the approval of the director of natural resources, may adopt rules in 
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish all of the following: 

(1) Requirements governing the administration of state parks; 

(2) Requirements considered necessary by the chief to supplement the identification, 
operation, titling, use, registration, and numbering of watercraft or vessels as provided in Chapters 

1547. and 1548. of the Revised Code; 

(3) Requirements governing the navigation of vessels on waters in this state, including rules 
regarding steering and sailing, the conduct of vessels in sight of one another or in restricted 

visibility, lights and shapes of lights used on vessels, and sound and light signals. As the chief 

considers necessary, the chief shall ensure that those rules are consistent with and equivalent to the 

regulations and interpretive rulings governing inland waters adopted or issued under the "Inland 
Navigational Rules Act of 1980," 94 Stat. 3415, 33 U.S.C. 151, 1604, 1605, 1608, 2001 to 2008, and 

2071 to 2073. 
(4) Requirements and procedures governing vessel safety inspection checkpoints, including 

procedures that comply with statutory and constitutional provisions governing searches and seizures 

by law enforcement officers; 
(5) Fees and charges for all of the following: 

(a) Boating skill development classes and other educational classes; 

(b) Law enforcement services provided at special events when the services are in addition to 
normal enforcement duties; 

(c) Inspections of vessels or motors conducted under Chapter 1547. or Chapter 1548. of the 

Revised Code. 
(D) The chief shall not adopt rules under this section establishing fees or charges for parking 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
697 

a motor vehicle in a state park or for admission to a state park. 
(E) ff the chief adopts rules under this section for the issuance of a permit for preventing or 

limiting ice fonnation on the surface of water tbat is located in a state park on property owned or 

managed by the division, the chief shaU not levy a fee for the issuance of the permit. 

Sec. 1546.25. The park lodges. maintenance, and repair fund is created in the state treasury. 

The fund shall consist of money received from contractual agreements with service providers and 
concessionaires for state park lodges, restaurants. and marinas. The chief of the division of parks and 

watercraft shall use money in the fond to pay maintenance and repair costs for facilities operated by 

concessionaire and service providers at state park lodges. restaurants, and marinas. 

Sec. 1546.26. The parks and watercraft holding fund is created in the state treasury. The fund 

shall consist of money received by the division of parks and watercraft from gift card sales, credit 

card sales, and sales conducted at field locations. 
With regard to gift card sales, the chief of the division of parks and watercraft shall transfer 

money in the parks and watercraft holding fund to the appropriate fund after gift certificates and gift 

cards are redeemed. 
Sec. 1547.54. (A)(l) Except as otheiwise provided in section 1547.542 of the Revised Code, 

the owner of every watercraft requiring registration under this chapter shall file an application for a 

triennial registration certificate with the chief of the division of parks and watercraft on forms that 

shall be provided by the chief or by an electronic means approved by the chief. The application shall 

be signed by the following: 
(a) If the watercraft is owned by two persons under joint ownership with right of 

survivorship established under section 2131.12 of the Revised Code, by both of those persons as 
owners of the watercraft. The signatures may be done by electronic signature if the owners 

themselves are renewing the registration and there are no changes in the registration information 

since the issuance of the immediately preceding registration certificate. In all other instances, the 
signatures shall be done manually. 

(b) If the watercraft is owned by a minor, by the minor and a parent or legal guardian. The 

signatures may be done by electronic signature if the parent or legal guardian and the minor 
themselves are renewing the registration and there are no changes in the registration information 

since the issuance of the immediately preceding registration certificate. In all other instances, the 

signatures shall be done manually. 
(c) In all other cases, by the owner of the watercraft. The signature may be done by 

electronic signature if the owner is renewing the registration personally and there are no changes in 
the registration information since the issuance of the immediately preceding registration certificate. 

In all other instances, the signatures shall be done manually. 
(2) An application for a triennial registration of a watercraft filed under division (A)(l) of 

this section shall be accompanied by the following fee: 

(a) For canoes, rowboats, and inflatable watercraft that are numbered under section 1547.53 
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of the Revised Code, twelve dollars; 
(b) For canoes, row boats, and inflatable watercraft that are not numbered under section 

1547.53 of the Revised Code, seventeen dollars; 
(c) For class A watercraft, including motorized canoes,thirty dollars; 
(d) For class 1 watercraft, forty-five dollars; 
(e) For class 2 watercraft, sixty dollars; 
(t) For class 3 watercraft, seventy-five dollars; 
(g) For class 4 watercraft, ninety dollars. 
(3) For the purpose of registration, any watercraft operated by means of power, sail, or any 

other mechanical or electrical means of propulsion, except motorized canoes,shall be registered by 
length as prescribed in this section. 

(4) If an application for registration is filed by two persons as owners under division (A)(l) 
(a) of this section, the person who is listed first on the title shall serve as and perform the duties of 
the "owner" and shall be considered the person "in whose name the watercraft is registered" for 
purposes of divisions (B) to (R) of this section and for purposes of all other sections in this chapter. 

(B) All registration certificates issued under this section are valid for three years and are 
renewable on a triennial basis unless sooner terminated or discontinued in accordance with this 
chapter. The renewal date shall be printed on the registration certificate. A registration certificate 
may be renewed by the owner in the manner prescribed by the chief. All fees shall be charged 
according to a proration of the time remaining in the registration cycle to the nearest year. 

(C) In addition to the fees set forth in this section, the chief, or any authorized agent, shall 
charge an additional writing fee of three dollars for any registration certificate the chief or 
authorized agent issues. When the registration certificate is issued by an authorized agent, the 
additional writing fee of three dollars shall be retained by the issuing agent. When the registration 
certificate is issued by the chief, the additional writing fee of three dollars shall be deposited to the 
credit of the waterways safety fund established in section 1547.75 of the Revised Code. 

(D) In addition to the fees established in this section, watercraft that are not powercraft shall 
be charged a waterways conservation assessment fee of five dollars. The fee shall be collected at the 
time of the issuance of a triennial watercraft registration under division (A)(2) of this section and 
deposited in the state treasury and credited to a distinct account in the waterways safety fund created 
in section 1547.75 of the Revised Code. 

(E)( 1) Upon receipt of the application in approved form, the chief shall enter the same upon 
the records of the office of the division of parks and watercraft, assign a number to the watercraft if a 
number is required under section 1547.53 of the Revised Code, and issue to the applicant a 
registration certificate. If a number is assigned by the chief, it shall be set forth on the certificate. 
The registration certificate, in physical ot digital fon11. shall be on the watercraft for which it is 
issued and available at all times for inspection whenever the watercraft is in operation, except that 
livery operators may retain the registration certificate at the livery where it shall remain available for 
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inspection at all times and except as otherwise provided in division (E)(2) of this section. 
(2) A person who is operating on the waters of this state a canoe, kayak. rowboat, or 

inflatable watercraft meeting the definition of a paddlecraft that has not been numbered under 
section 1547.53 of the Revised Code and who is stopped by a law enforcement officer in the 

enforcement of this chapter or rules shall present to the officer, not later than seventy-two hours after 
being stopped, a registration certificate, in physical or digital form. The registration certificate shall 
have been obtained under this section for the canoe, kayak, rowboat, or inflatable watercraft meeting 
the definition of a paddlecraft prior to the time that it was stopped. Failure of the person to present 
the registration certificate within seventy-two hours constitutes prima-facie evidence of a violation 
of this section. 

(F) No person shall issue or be issued a registration certificate for a watercraft that is 
required to be issued a certificate of title under Chapter 1548. of the Revised Code except upon 
presentation of a certificate of title for the watercraft as provided in that chapter, proof of current 
documentation by the United States coast guard, a renewal registration form provided by the 
division of parks and watercraft, or a certificate of registration issued under this section that has 
expired if there is no change in the ownership or description of the watercraft. 

(G) Whenever the ownership of a watercraft changes, a new application form together with 
the prescribed fee shall be filed with the chief or the chiefs agent and a new registration certificate 
shall be issued. The application shall be signed manually by the person or persons specified in 
divisions (A)(l)(a) to (c) of this section and shall be accompanied by a two-dollar transfer fee. Any 
remaining time on the registration shall be transferred. An authorized agent of the chief shall charge 
an additional writing fee of three dollars, which shall be retained by the issuing agent. If the 
certificate is issued by the chief, an additional writing fee of three dollars for each certificate issued 
shall be collected and deposited to the credit of the waterways safety fund. 

(H) If an agency of the United States has in force an overall system of identification 
numbering for watercraft or certain types of watercraft within the United States, the numbering 
system employed by the division shall be in conformity with that system. 

(I)(l) The chief may assign any registration certificates to any authorized agent for the 
assignment of the registration certificates. If a person accepts that authorization, the person may be 
assigned a block of numbers and certificates that upon assignment, in conformity with this chapter 
and Chapter 1548. of the Revised Code and with rules, shall be valid as if assigned directly by the 
division. Any person so designated as an agent by the chief shall post with the division security as 
may be required by the director of natural resources. The chief may issue an order temporarily or 
permanently restricting or suspending an agent's authorization without a hearing if the chief finds 
that the agent has violated this chapter or Chapter 1548. of the Revised Code, rules, or any 
agreements prescribed by the chief. 

(2) A clerk of the court of common pleas may apply for designation as an authorized agent 
of the chief. The division shall accept the clerk's bond that is required under section 2303.02 of the 
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Revised Code for any security that is required for agents under this division, provided that the bond 
includes a rider or other provision specifically covering the clerk's duties as an authorized agent of 

the chief. 
(J) All records of the division made or kept pursuant to this section shall be public records. 

Those records shall be available for inspection at reasonable hours and in a manner compatible with 
normal operations of the division. 

(K) The owner shall furnish the division notice within fifteen days of the following: 

(1) The transfer, other than through the creation of a security interest in any watercraft, of all 

or any part of the owner's interest or, if the watercraft is owned by two persons under joint 
ownership with right of survivorship established under section 2131.12 of the Revised Code, of all 

or any part of the joint interest of either of the two persons. The transfer shall not terminate the 

registration certificate. 
(2) Any change in the address appearing on the certificate. As a part of the notification, the 

owner shall furnish the chief with the owner's new address. 
(3) The destruction or abandonment of the watercraft. 
(L) The chief may issue duplicate registration certificates or duplicate tags to owners of 

currently registered watercraft, the fee for which shall be four dollars. 

(M) If the chief finds that a registration certificate previously issued to an owner is in error to 

a degree that would impair its basic purpose and use, the chief may issue a corrected certificate to 

the owner without charge. 
(N) No authorized agent shall issue and no person shall receive or accept from an authorized 

agent a registration certificate assigned to the authorized agent under division (I) of this section 

unless the exact month, day, and year of issue are plainly written on the certificate by the agent. 
Certificates issued with incorrect dates of issue are void from the time they are issued. 

(0) The chief, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, shall adopt rules 

governing the renewal of watercraft registrations by electronic means. 

(P) As used in this section: 
(1) "Disabled veteran" means a person who is included in either of the following categories: 
(a) Because of a service-connected disability, has been or is awarded funds for the purchase 

of a motor vehicle under the "Disabled Veterans' and Servicemen's Automobile Assistance Act of 

1970," 84 Stat. 1998, 38 U.S.C. 1901, and amendments thereto; 
(b) Has a service-connected disability rated at one hundred per cent by the veterans 

;-idministration. 

(2) "Prisoner of war" means any regularly appointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted member 

of the military forces of the United States who was captured, separated, and incarcerated by an 

enemy of the United States at any time, and any regularly appointed, enrolled, or enlisted member of 

the military forces of Great Britain, France, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, 
Greece, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa, or the republics formerly 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
701 

associated with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or Yugoslavia who was a citizen of the 
United States at the time of the appointment, enrollment, or enlistment, and was captured, separated, 
and incarcerated by an enemy of this country during World War II. 

(Q) Any disabled veteran, congressional medal of honor awardee, or prisoner of war may 
apply to the chief for a certificate of registration, or for a renewal of the certificate of registration, 
without the payment of any fee required by this section. The application for a certificate of 
registration shall be accompanied by evidence of disability or by documentary evidence in support 
of a congressional medal of honor that the chief requires by rule. The application for a certificate of 
registration by any person who has been a prisoner of war shall be accompanied by written evidence 
in the form of a record of separation, a letter from one of the armed forces of a country listed in 
division (P)(2) of this section, or other evidence that the chief may require by rule, that the person 
was honorably discharged or is currently residing in this state on active duty with one of the 
branches of the armed forces of the United States, or was a prisoner of war and was honorably 
discharged or received an equivalent discharge or release from one of the armed forces of a country 
listed in division (P)(2) of this section. 

(R) Annually by the fifteenth day of January, the director of natural resources shall 
determine the amount of fees that would have been collected in the prior calendar year for each 
certificate of registration issued or renewed pursuant to division (Q) of this section and shall certify 
the total amount of foregone revenue to the director of budget and management for reimbursement. 
The director of budget and management shall transfer the amount certified from the general revenue 
fund to the waterways safety fund. 

Sec. 1548.06. (A)(l) Application for a certificate of title for a watercraft or outboard motor 
shall be made upon a form prescribed by the chief of the division of parks and watercraft and shall 
be sworn to before a notary public or other officer empowered to administer oaths. The application 
shall be filed with the clerk of any court of common pleas. An application for a certificate of title 
may be filed electronically by any electronic means approved by the chief in any county with the 
clerk of the court of common pleas of that county. The application shall be accompanied by the fee 
prescribed in section 1548.10 of the Revised Code. The fee shall be retained by the clerk who issues 
the certificate of title and shall be distributed in accordance with that section. If a clerk of a court of 
common pleas, other than the clerk of the court of common pleas of an applicant's county of 
residence, issues a certificate of title to the applicant, the clerk shall transmit data related to the 
transaction to the automated title processing system. 

(2) If a certificate of title previously has been issued for the watercraft or outboard motor, the 
application for a certificate of title also shall be accompanied by the certificate of title duly assigned 
unless otherwise provided in this chapter. If a certificate of title previously has not been issued for 
the watercraft or outboard motor in this state, the application, unless otherwise provided in this 
chapter, shall be accompanied by a manufacturer's or importer's certificate; by a sworn statement of 
ownership if the watercraft or outboard motor was purchased by the applicant on or before October 
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9, 1963, or if the watercraft is less than fourteen feet long with a permanently affixed mechanical 

means of propulsion and was purchased by the applicant on or before January 1, 2000; or by a 
certificate of title, bill of sale, or other evidence of ownership required by the law of another state 
from which the watercraft or outboard motor was brought into this state. Evidence of ownership of a 

watercraft or outboard motor for which an Ohio certificate of title previously has not been issued and 

which watercraft or outboard motor does not have permanently affixed to it a manufacturer's serial 

number shall be accompanied by the certificate of assignment of a hull identification number 
assigned by the chief as provided in section 1548.07 of the Revised Code. 

(3) The clerk shall retain the evidence of title presented by the applicant and on which the 

certificate of title is issued, except that, if an application for a certificate of title is filed 
electronically, by a vendor on behalf of a purchaser of a watercraft or outboard motor, the clerk shall 

retain the completed electronic record to which the vendor converted the certificate of title 

application and other required documents. The chief, after consultation with the attorney general, 
shall adopt rules that govern the location at which, and the manner in which, are stored the actual 

application and all other documents relating to the sale of a watercraft or outboard motor when a 

vendor files the application for a certificate of title electronically on behalf of a purchaser. 
(B) The clerk shall use reasonable diligence in ascertaining whether the facts in the 

application are true by checking the application and documents accompanying it or the electronic 

record to which a vendor converted the application and accompanying documents with the records 
of watercraft and outboard motors in the clerk's office. If the clerk is satisfied that the applicant is 

the owner of the watercraft or outboard motor and that the application is in the proper form, the clerk 

shall issue a physical certificate of title over the clerk's signature and sealed with the clerk's seal 
unless the applicant specifically requests the clerk not to issue a physical certificate of title and 

instead to issue an electronic certificate of title. However, if the evidence indicates and an 

investigation shows that one or more Ohio titles already exist for the watercraft or outboard motor, 

the chief may cause the redundant title or titles to be canceled. 
(C) In the case of the sale of a watercraft or outboard motor by a vendor to a general 

purchaser or user, the certificate of title shall be obtained in the name of the purchaser by the vendor 

upon application signed by the purchaser. In all other cases, the certificate shall be obtained by the 

purchaser. In all cases of transfer of watercraft or outboard motors, the application for certificate of 

title shall be filed within thirty days after the later of the date of purchase or assignment of 

ownership of the watercraft or outboard motor. If the application for certificate of title is not filed 
within thirty days after the later of the date of purchase or assignment of ownership of the watercraft 

or outboard motor, the clerk shall charge a late penalty fee of five dollars in addition to the fee 
prescribed by section 1548.10 of the Revised Code. The clerk shall retain the entire amount of each 

late penalty fee. 
(D) The clerk shall refuse to accept an application for certificate of title unless the applicant 

either tenders with the application payment of all taxes levied by or pursuant to Chapter 5739. or 
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5741. of the Revised Code based on the applicant's county of residence less, in the case of a sale by 
a vendor, any discount to which the vendor is entitled under section 5739.12 of the Revised Code, or 

submits any of the following: 
(1) A receipt issued by the tax commissioner or a clerk of courts showing payment of the 

tax; 
(2) A copy of the unit certificate of exemption completed by the purchaser at the time of sale 

as provided in section 5739.03 of the Revised Code; 
(3) An exemption certificate, in a form prescribed by the tax commissioner, that specifies 

why the purchase is not subject to the tax imposed by Chapter 5739. or 5741. of the Revised Code. 
Payment of the tax shall be in accordance with rules issued by the tax commissioner, and the 

clerk shall issue a receipt in the form prescribed by the tax commissioner to any applicant who 

tenders payment of the tax with the application for the certificate of title. 

(E)(l) For receiving and disbursing the taxes paid to the clerk by a resident of the clerk's 
county, the clerk may retain a poundage fee of one and one one-hundredth per cent of the taxes 

collected, which shall be paid into the certificate of title administration fund created by section 

325.33 of the Revised Code. The clerk shall not retain a poundage fee from payments of taxes by 

persons who do not reside in the clerk's county. 
(2) A clerk, however, may retain from the taxes paid to the clerk an amount equal to the 

poundage fees associated with certificates of title issued by other clerks of courts of common pleas 
to applicants who reside in the first clerk's county. The chief of the division of parks and watercraft, 

in consultation with the tax commissioner and the clerks of the courts of common pleas, shall 
develop a report from the automated title processing system that informs each clerk of the amount of 

the poundage fees that the clerk is permitted to retain from those taxes because of certificates of title 
issued by the clerks of other counties to applicants who reside in the first clerk's county. 

(F) In the case of casual sales of watercraft or outboard motors that are subject to the tax 

imposed by Chapter 5739. or 5741. of the Revised Code, the purchase price for the purpose of 

determining the tax shall be the purchase price on an affidavit executed and filed with the clerk by 
the vendor on a form to be prescribed by the chief, which shall be prima-facie evidence of the price 

for the determination of the tax. In addition to the information required by section 1548.08 of the 
Revised Code, each certificate of title shall contain in bold lettering the following notification and 

statements: "WARNING TO TRANSFEROR AND TRANSFEREE (SELLER AND BUYER). You 

are required by law to state the true selling price. A false statement is a violation of section 2921.13 

of thr: Rr:visecl Corle and is punishable by six months imprisonment or a fine of up to one thousand 
dollars, or both. All transfers are audited by the department of taxation. The seller and buyer must 
provide any information requested by the department of taxation. The buyer may be assessed any 

additional tax found to be due." 
(G) Each county clerk of courts shall forward to the tax eommissioner registrar of motor 

vehicles. in a manner prescribed by the tax commissioner, all sales and use tax collections resulting 
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from sales of titled watercraft and outboard motors during a calendar week on or before the Friday 
following the close of that week. If, on any Friday, the offices of the clerk of courts or the state are 

not open for business, the tax shall be forwarded to the commissioner registrar on or before the next 

day on which the offices are open. Every remittance of tax under this division shall be accompanied 
by a remittance report in such form as the commissioner. in consultation with the director of public 

safety, prescribes. If the tax due for any week is not remitted by a clerk of courts as required under 
this division, the clerk shall forfeit the poundage fees for the sales made during that week. The 

commissioner may require the clerks of courts to transmit tax collections and remittance reports 

electronically. 
(H) For purposes of a transfer of a certificate of title, if the clerk is satisfied that a secured 

party has discharged a lien but has not canceled the lien notation with a clerk, the clerk may cancel 

the lien notation on the automated title processing system and notify the clerk of the county of 

origin. 
(I) Every clerk shall have the capability to transact by electronic means all procedures and 

transactions relating to the issuance of watercraft or outboard motor certificates of title that are 

described in the Revised Code as being accomplished by electronic means. 
Sec. 1561.13. The chief of the division of mineral resources management shall conduct 

examinations for offices and positions in the division of mineral resources management, and for 

mine forepersons, mine electricians, shot firers, and surface mine blasters, and fire bosses, as 

follows: 
(A) Division ofmineral resources management: 

(1) Deputy mine inspectors of underground mines; 
(2) Deputy mine inspectors of surface mines; 

(3) Electrical inspectors; 

(4) Superintendent ofrescue stations; 
(5) Assistant superintendents ofrescue stations; 

(6) Mine chemists at a division laboratory if the chief chooses to operate a laboratory. 
(B) Mine forepersons: 
(1) Mine foreperson of gaseous mines; 

(2) Mine foreperson of nongaseous mines; 
(3) Mine foreperson of surface mines. 

(C) Forepersons: 
(1) Foreperson of gaseous mines; 

(2) Foreperson of nongaseous mines; 
(3) ForepersoR of surfaoe maintenance faoilities at oodergrounel er s1,.11-faoe fflines ; 

t4} Foreperson of surface mines. 

(D) Fire bosses. 
~Mine electricians. 
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fFj.(fil Surface mine blasters. 

(G) Shot firers. 
The chief annually shall provide for the examination of candidates for appointment or 

promotion as deputy mine inspectors and such other positions and offices set forth in division (A) of 

this section as are necessary. Special examinations may be held whenever it becomes necessary to 

make appointments to any of those positions. 
The chief shall provide for the examination of persons seeking certificates of competency as 

mine forepersons, forepersons, mine electricians, shot firers, and surface mine blasters, aad fire 
bosses quarterly or more ofl:ea as req1:tired, needed and at such times and places within the state as 

shall, in the judgment of the chief, afford the best facilities to the greatest number of applicants. 

Publie flOtiee shall be give!¼ througli the press or otherwise, aot less thaH. teR Elays ia ad,1B:Aee, 

announeiRg the time and plaee at whioh examieations ueeer this seetiofl are to be helEI. 
The examinations provided for in this section shall be conducted under rules adopted under 

section 1561.05 of the Revised Code and conditions prescribed by the chief. Any rules that relate to 
particular candidates shall, upon application of any candidate, be furnished to the candidate by the 

chief; they shall also be of uniform application to all candidates in the several groups. 
Sec. 1561.16. (A) As used in this section and sections 1561.17 to 1561.21 1561.20 of the 

Revised Code, "actual practical experience" means previous employment that involved a person's 

regular presence in the type of mining operation in which the experience is required to exist; 

participation in functions relating to the hazards involved in and the utilization of equipment, tools, 
and work crews and individuals for that type of mining; and regular exposure to the methods, 

procedures, and safety laws applicable to that type of mining. Credit of up to one year for a portion 
of the required experience time may be given upon documentation to the chief of the division of 
mineral resources management of an educational degree in a field related to mining. Credit of up to 

two years of the required experience time may be given upon presentation to the chief of proof of 

graduation from an accredited school of mines or mining after a four-year course of study with 
employment in the mining industry during interim breaks during the school years. 

(B) Except as provided in division (G) of this section, a person who applies for a certificate 
as a mine foreperson of gaseous mines shall be able to read and write the English language; shall 

have had at least five years' actual practical experience in the underground workings of a gaseous 

mine or the equivalent thereof in the judgment of the chief; and shall have had practical experience 

obtained by actual contact with gas in mines and have knowledge of the dangers and nature of 

noxious and explosive gases and ventilation of gaseous mines. An applicant for a certificate as a 
foreperson of gaseous mines shall meet the same requirements, except that the applicant shall have 

had at least three years' actual practical experience in the underground workings of a gaseous mine 

or the equivalent thereof in the judgment of the chief. Each applicant for examination shall pay a fee 
established in rules adopted under this section to the chief on the first day of such examination. 

(C) A person who has been issued a certificate as a mine foreperson or a foreperson of a 
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gaseous mine and who has not worked in an underground coal mine for a period of more than two 

calendar years shall apply for and obtain recertification from the chief in accordance with rules 

adopted under this section before performing the duties of a mine foreperson or a foreperson of a 
gaseous mine. An applicant for recertification shall pay a fee established in rules adopted under this 

section at the time of application for recertification. 

(D) A person who has been issued a certificate as a mine foreperson or a foreperson of a 

gaseous mine and who has not worked in an underground coal mine for a period of one or more 
calendar years shall successfully complete a retraining course in accordance with rules adopted 

under this section before performing the duties of a mine foreperson or a foreperson of a gaseous 

mine. 

(E) The chief, in consultation with a statewide association representing the coal mining 

industry and a statewide association representing employees of coal mines, shall adopt rules in 
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that do all of the following: 

(1) Prescribe requirements, criteria, and procedures for the recertification of a mine 

foreperson or a foreperson of a gaseous mine who has not worked in an underground coal mine for a 
period of more than two calendar years; 

(2) Prescribe requirements, criteria, and procedures for the retraining of a mine foreperson or 

a foreperson of a gaseous mine who has not worked in an underground coal mine for a period of one 

or more calendar years; 

(3) Establish fees for the examination and recertification of mine forepersons or forepersons 
of gaseous mines under this section; 

(4) Prescribe any other requirements, criteria, and procedures that the chief determines are 

necessary to administer this section. 

(F) Any money collected under this section shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit 

of the mining regulation and safety fund created in section 1513.30 of the Revised Code. 
(G) The chief shall issue a certificate as a foreperson of gaseous mines in accordance with 

Chapter 4 796. of the Revised Code to an applicant if either of the following applies: 
(1) The applicant holds a license or certificate in another state. 

(2) The applicant has satisfactory work experience, a government certification, or a private 

certification as described in that chapter as a foreperson of gaseous mines in a state that does not 

issue that license or certificate. 
Sec. 1561.23. (A) The chief of the division of mineral resources management shall issue the 

following certificates to those applicants who pass their examination: 

(1) Certificates for mine forepersons of gaseous mines; 
(2) Certificates for mine forepersons of nongaseous mines; 

(3) Certificates for forepersons of gaseous mines; 

(4) Certificates for forepersons of nongaseous mines; 
(5) Certifica~es for forepersons of s1:1rface mainteRaAce facilities of l:lfldergroued or Sl:lrface 
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mines; 
fat Certificates for mine forepersons of surface mines; 
~.(fil Certificates for forepersons of surface mines; 

(8) Certificates for fire bosses; 

€97ill Certificates for mine electricians; 

~00 Certificates for surface mine blasterst­
(11) Certificates for shot firers. 
(B) Applicants for certificates shall make application to the chief, on a form provided by the 

chief, for examination. All applicants shall be able to read and write the English language 
intelligently, and shall furnish the chief with a certificate as to the length and description of their 

practical experience and satisfactory evidence of their ability to perform the duties of the position for 

which they make application for examination. 

(C) The chief may issue a certificate to an applicant for mine foreperson, foreperson, or mine 
electrician who holds a valid certification or other authorization from a state with which the 

department of natural resources has a reciprocal agreement for the certification or other 

authorization. However, the applicant shall pass an examination on this chapter and rules adopted 
under it or on any other relevant material that the chief determines to be appropriate. 

A mine foreperson, foreperson, or mine electrician who has been issued a temporary 

certificate under section 1565.06 of the Revised Code prior to the effeoti..,e date of t13is amendment 
September 30, 2021, and who holds a valid certification or other authorization from a state with 

which the department has a reciprocal agreement for the certification or other authorization may 
continue to operate under the temporary certificate until it expires or the chief suspends or revokes 

it. 

(D) Except as provided in sections 1561.16 and 1561.17 of the Revised Code, any certificate 

issued by the former mine examining board prior to October 29, 1995, shall remain in effect 
notwithstanding the new classifications of certificates established by this section. 

Sec. 1561.46. Fees received by the chief of the division of mineral resources management 
under sections 1561.16 to 1561.22 1561.20 of the Revised Code shall be paid by the chief into the 
state treasury to the credit of the mining regulation and safety fund created in section 1513.30 of the 

Revised Code. 

Sec. 1561.48. All money collected under sections 1561.14, 1561.16, 1561.17, 1561.18, 
1561.19, 1561.20, 1561.21, 1561.22, 1561.45, and 1561.46 of the Revised Code shall be paid into 

the state treasury to the credit of the mining regulation and safety fund created by section 1513 .30 of 

the Revised Code. The department of natural resources shall use the money in the fund to pay the 
operating expenses of the division of mineral resources management. 

Sec. 1701.04. (A) Any person, singly or jointly with others, and without regard to residence, 

domicile, or state of incorporation, may form a corporation by signing and filing with the secretary 
of state articles of incorporation that shall set forth all of the following: 
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(1) The name of the corporation, which shall be in compliance with division (A) of section 
1701.05 of the Revised Code; 

(2) The place in this state where the principal office of the corporation is to be located; 

(3) The authorized number and the par value per share of shares with par value, and the 

authorized number of shares without par value, except that the articles of a banking, safe deposit, 

trust, or insurance corporation shall not authorize shares without par value; the express terms, if any, 
of the shares; and, if the shares are classified, the designation of each class, the authorized number 

and par value per share, if any, of the shares of each class, and the express terms of the shares of 
each class; 

(4) If the corporation is to have an initial stated capital, the amount of that stated capital. 
(B) The articles also may set forth any of the following: 

(1) The names of the individuals who are to serve as initial directors; 

(2) The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is formed, but in the absence of a 

statement of the purpose or purposes or except as expressly set forth in such statement, the purpose 
for which any corporation is formed is to engage in any lawful act or activity for which a corporation 

may be formed under this chapter, and all lawful acts and activities of the corporation are within the 
purposes of the corporation; 

(3) Any priority or other method for balancing the purposes for which the corporation is 

formed; 
(4) Any lawful provision for the purpose of defining, limiting, or regulating the exercise of 

the authority of the corporation, the incorporators, the directors, the officers, the shareholders, or the 
holders of any class of shares; 

(5) Any provision that may be set forth in the regulations; 

(6) A provision specifying the period of existence of the corporation if it is to be otherwise 
than perpetual; 

(7) A provision eliminating the right of every shareholder to vote cumulatively in the 
election of directors; 

(8) Any additional provision permitted by this chapter. 

(C) A written appointment of a statutory agent for the purposes set forth in section 1701.07 
of the Revised Code shall be filed with the articles, unless the corporation belongs to one of the 

classes mentioned in division ~llil of that section. 
(D) The legal existence of the corporation begins upon the filing of the articles or on a later 

date specified in the articles that is not more than ninety days after filing, and, unless the articles 
otherwise provide, its period of existence shall be perpetual. 

Sec. 1701.07. (A) Every corporation shall have and maintain an agent, sometimes referred to 
as the "statutory agent," upon whom any process, notice, or demand required or permitted by statute 

to be served upon a corporation may be served. The agent shall be one of the following: 
(1) A natural person who is a resident of this state; 
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(2) A domestic or foreign corporation, nonprofit corporation, limited liability company, 
partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, limited partnership association, 
professional association, business trust, or unincorporated nonprofit association that has a business 
address in this state. If the agent is an entity other than a domestic corporation, the agent shall meet 
the requirements of Title XVII of the Revised Code for an entity of the agent's type to transact 
business or exercise privileges in this state. 

(B) The secretary of state shall not accept original articles for filing unless there is filed with 
the articles a written appointment of an agent that is signed by the incorporators of the corporation or 
a majority of them and a written acceptance of the appointment that is signed by the agent. In all 
other cases, the corporation shall appoint the agent and shall file in the office of the secretary of state 
a written appointment of the agent that is signed by any authorized officer of the corporation and a 

written acceptance of the appointment that is either the original acceptance signed by the agent or a 
photocopy, facsimile, or similar reproduction of the original acceptance signed by the agent. 

(C)(l) The written appointment of an agent shall set forth the name and address in this state 
of the agent, including the street and number of the agent's primary residence in this state or, if the 
agent is not a natural person, the agent's usual place of business in this state, and shall otherwise be 
in such form as the secretary of state prescribes. The secretary of state shall keep a record of the 
names of corporations, and the names and addresses of their respective agents. 

(2) As used in division (C)(l) of this section, "usual place of business" means a place in this 
state that is customarily open during normal business hours and where an individual is generally 
present who is authorized to perform the services of a registered agent, including accepting service 
of process and other notifications for the person serving as a statutory agent. "Usual place of 
business" does not include a post office box, regardless of whether that post office box has an 
associated street address. 

(D) If any agent dies, removes from the state, or resigns, the corporation shall forthwith 
appoint another agent and file with the secretary of state, on a form prescribed by the secretary of 
state, a written appointment of the agent. 

(E) If the agent changes the agent's address from that appearing upon the record in the office 
of the secretary of state, the corporation or the agent shall forthwith file with the secretary of state, 
on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, a written statement setting forth the new address. 

(F) An agent may resign by filing with the secretary of state, on a form prescribed by the 
secretary of state, a written notice to that effect that is signed by the agent and by sending a copy of 
the notice to the corporation at the current or last known address of its principal office on or prior to 
the date the notice is filed with the secretary of state. The notice shall set forth the name of the 
corporation, the name and current address of the agent, the current or last known address, including 
the street and number or other particular description, of the corporation's principal office, the 
resignation of the agent, and a statement that a copy of the notice has been sent to the corporation 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by this division. Upon the expiration of thirty days 
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after the filing, the authority of the agent shall terminate. 
(G) A corporation may revoke the appointment of an agent by filing with the secretary of 

state, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, a written appointment of another agent and a 

statement that the appointment of the former agent is revoked. 
(H) Any process, notice, or demand required or permitted by statute to be served upon a 

corporation may be served upon the corporation by delivering a copy of it to its agent, if a natural 
person, or by delivering a copy of it at the address of its agent in this state, as the address appears 

upon the record in the office of the secretary of state. If (1) the agent cannot be found, or (2) the 

agent no longer has that address, or (3) the corporation has failed to maintain an agent as required by 
this section, and if in any such case the party desiring that the process, notice, or demand be served, 

or the agent or representative of the party, shall have filed with the secretary of state an affidavit 

stating that one of the foregoing conditions exists and stating the most recent address of the 

corporation that the party after diligent search has been able to ascertain, then service of process, 

notice, or demand upon the secretary of state, as the agent of the corporation, may be initiated by 
delivering to the secretary of state or at the secretary of state's office quadruplicate copies of such 

process, notice, or demand and by paying to the secretary of state a fee of five dollars. The secretary 

of state shall forthwith give notice of the delivery to the corporation at its principal office as shown 
upon the record in the secretary of state's office and at any different address shown on its last 

franchise tax report filed in this state, or to the corporation at any different address set forth in the 

above mentioned affidavit, and shall forward to the corporation at said addresses, by certified mail, 
with request for return receipt, a copy of the process, notice, or demand; and thereupon service upon 

the corporation shall be deemed to have been made. 

(I) The secretary of state shall keep a record of each process, notice, and demand delivered 
to the secretary of state or at the secretary of state's office under this section or any other law of this 

state that authorizes service upon the secretary of state, and shall record the time of the delivery and 

the action thereafter with respect thereto. 
(J) This section does not limit or affect the right to serve any process, notice, or demand 

upon a corporation in any other manner permitted by law. 
(K) E¥ery eorporatioR sha.11 state in eaoh IHIB:ual report filed by it with the department of 

taxatioR the lla:J'Ae and address of its statutory ageat. 
~Except when an original appointment of an agent is filed with the original articles, a 

written appointment of an agent or a written statement filed by a corporation with the secretary of 
state shall be signed by any authorized officer of the corporation or by the incorporators of the 

corporation or a majority of them ifno directors have been elected. 

~(!J_For filing a written appointment of an agent other than one filed with original 
articles, and for filing a statement of change of address of an agent, the secretary of state shall charge 

and collect the fee specified in division (R) of section 111.16 of the Revised Code. 

fNt-{M)_Upon the failure of a corporation to appoint another agent or to file a statement of 
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change of address of an agent, the secretary of state shall give notice thereof by ordinary or 

electronic mail to the corporation at the electronic mail address provided to the secretary of state, or 

at the address set forth in the notice of resignation or on the last franchise tax return filed in this state 

by the corporation. Unless the default is cured within thirty days after the mailing by the secretary of 

state of the notice or within any further period of time that the secretary of state grants, upon the 
expiration of that period of time from the date of the mailing, the articles of the corporation shall be 

canceled without further notice or action by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall make a 

notation of the cancellation on the secretary of state's records. 
A corporation whose articles have been canceled may be reinstated by filing, within two 

years of the cancellation, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, an application for 

reinstatement and the required appointment of agent or required statement, and by paying the filing 

fee specified in division (Q) of section 111.16 of the Revised Code. The rights, privileges, and 

franchises of a corporation whose articles have been reinstated are subject to section 1701.922 of the 
Revised Code. The secretary of state shall furnish the tax commissioner a monthly list of all 

corporations canceled and reinstated under this division. 
fGt-.(Nl_This section does not apply to banks, trust companies, insurance companies, or any 

corporation defined under the laws of this state as a public utility for taxation purposes. 

Sec. 1703.041. (A) Every foreign corporation for profit that is licensed to transact business 
in this state, and every foreign nonprofit corporation that is licensed to exercise its privileges in this 

state, shall have and maintain an agent, sometimes referred to as the "designated agent," upon whom 
process against the corporation may be served within this state. The agent shall be one of the 

following: 
(1) A natural person who is a resident of this state; 
(2) A domestic or foreign corporation, nonprofit corporation, limited liability company, 

partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, limited partnership association, 

professional association, business trust, or unincorporated nonprofit association that has a business 
address in this state. If the agent is an entity other than a domestic corporation, the agent shall meet 

the requirements of Title XVII of the Revised Code for an entity of the agent's type to transact 

business or exercise privileges in this state. 
(B)(l) The written appointment of a designated agent shall set forth the name and address of 

the agent, including the street and number of the agent's primary residence in this state or, if the 

agent is not a natural person, the agent's usual place of business in this state, and shall otherwise be 
in such form as the secretary of state prescribes. The secretary of state shall keep a record of the 
names of such foreign corporations and the names and addresses of their respective agents. 

(2) As used in division (B)(l) of this section, "usual place of business" means a place in this 
state that is customarily open during normal business hours and where an individual is generally 

present who is authorized to perform the services of a registered agent, including accepting service 
of process and other notifications for the person serving as a statutory agent. "Usual place of 
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business" does not include a post office box, regardless of whether that post office box has an 

associated street address. 
(C) If the designated agent dies, removes from the state, or resigns, the foreign corporation 

shall forthwith appoint another agent and file in the office of the secretary of state, on a form 

prescribed by the secretary of state, a written appointment of the new agent. 

(D) If the designated agent changes the agent's address from that appearing upon the record 

in the office of the secretary of state, the foreign corporation or the designated agent in its behalf 
shall forthwith file with the secretary of state, on a fonn prescribed by the secretary of state, a 

written statement setting forth the agent's new address. 
(E) A designated agent may resign by filing with the secretary of state, on a form prescribed 

by the secretary of state, a signed statement to that effect. The secretary of state shall forthwith mail 

a copy of the statement to the foreign corporation at its principal office as shown by the record in the 
secretary of state's office. Upon the expiration of sixty days after the filing, the authority of the agent 

shall terminate. 
(F) A foreign corporation may revoke the appointment of a designated agent by filing with 

the secretary of state, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, a written appointment of another 

agent and a statement that the appointment of the former agent is revoked. 

(G) Process may be served upon a foreign corporation by delivering a copy of it to its 
designated agent, if a natural person, or by delivering a copy of it at the address of its agent in this 

state, as the address appears upon the record in the office of the secretary of state. 

(H) This section does not limit or affect the right to serve process upon a foreign corporation 
in any other manner permitted by law. 

(I) _&:•1ery foreign sorporation -for profit shall state in each a.'lftlial report filed by it with the 
deparanent of tmcation the name ane address of its designated ageat ie this state. 

Sec. 1707.01. As used in this chapter: 

(A) Whenever the context requires it, "division" or "division of securities" may be read as 
"director of commerce" or as "commissioner of securities." 

(B) "Security" means any certificate or instrument, or any oral, written, or electronic 
agreement, understanding, or opportunity, that represents title to or interest in, or is secured by any 

lien or charge upon, the capital, assets, profits, property, or credit of any person or of any public or 

governmental body, subdivision, or agency. It includes shares of stock, certificates for shares of 

stock, an uncertificated security, membership interests in limited liability companies, voting-trust 

certificates, warrants and options to purchase securities, subscription rights, interim receipts, interim 
certificates, promissory notes, all forms of commercial paper, evidences of indebtedness, bonds, 

debentures, land trust certificates, fee certificates, leasehold certificates, syndicate certificates, 

endowment certificates, interests in or under profit-sharing or participation agreements, interests in 

or under oil, gas, or mining leases, preorganization or reorganization subscriptions, preorganization 
certificates, reorganization certificates, interests in any trust or pretended trust, any investment 
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contract, any life settlement interest, any instrument evidencing a promise or an agreement to pay 
money, warehouse receipts for intoxicating liquor, and the currency of any government other than 
those of the United States and Canada, but sections 1707.01 to 1707.50 of the Revised Code do not 

apply to the sale of real estate. 

(C)(l) "Sale" has the full meaning of "sale" as applied by or accepted in courts of law or 
equity, and includes every disposition, or attempt to dispose, of a security or of an interest in a 

security. "Sale" also includes a contract to sell, an exchange, an attempt to sell, an option of sale, a 
solicitation of a sale, a solicitation of an offer to buy, a subscription, or an offer to sell, directly or 
indirectly, by agent, circular, pamphlet, advertisement, or otherwise. 

(2) "Sell" means any act by which a sale is made. 

(3) The use of advertisements, circulars, or pamphlets in connection with the sale of 

securities in this state exclusively to the purchasers specified in division (D) of section 1707.03 of 

the Revised Code is not a sale when the advertisements, circulars, and pamphlets describing and 
offering those securities bear a readily legible legend in substance as follows: "This offer is made on 

behalf of dealers licensed under sections 1707.01 to 1707 .50 of the Revised Code, and is confined in 

this state exclusively to institutional investors and licensed dealers." 
(4) The offering of securities by any person in conjunction with a licensed dealer by use of 

advertisement, circular, or pamphlet is not a sale if that person does not otherwise attempt to sell 

securities in this state. 
(5) Any security given with, or as a bonus on account of, any purchase of securities is 

conclusively presumed to constitute a part of the subject of that purchase and has been "sold." 
(6) "Sale" by an owner, pledgee, or mortgagee, or by a person acting in a representative 

capacity, includes sale on behalf of such party by an agent, including a licensed dealer or 

salesperson. 

(D) "Person," except as otherwise provided in this chapter, means a natural person, firm, 
partnership, limited partnership, partnership association, syndicate, joint-stock company, 

unincorporated association, trust or trustee except where the trust was created or the trustee 
designated by law or judicial authority or by a will, and a corporation or limited liability company 
organized under the laws of any state, any foreign government, or any political subdivision of a state 

or foreign government. 

(E)(l) "Dealer," except as otherwise provided in this chapter, means every person, other than 
a salesperson, who engages or professes to engage, in this state, for either all or part of the person's 

time, directly or indirectly, either in the business of the sale of securities for the person's own 
account, or in the business of the purchase or sale of securities for the account of others in the 

reasonable expectation ofreceiving a commission, fee, or other remuneration as a result of engaging 

in the purchase and sale of securities. "Dealer" does not mean any of the following: 

(a) Any issuer, including any officer, director, employee, or trustee of, or member or 
manager of, or partner in, or any general partner of, any issuer, that sells, offers for sale, or does any 
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act in furtherance of the sale of a security that represents an economic interest in that issuer, 

provided no commission, fee, or other similar remuneration is paid to or received by the issuer for 
the sale; 

(b) Any licensed attorney, public accountant, or firm of such attorneys or accountants, whose 

activities are incidental to the practice of the attorney's, accountant's, or firm's profession; 

(c) Any person that, for the account of others, engages in the purchase or sale of securities 

that are issued and outstanding before such purchase and sale, if a majority or more of the equity 
interest of an issuer is sold in that transaction, and if, in the case of a corporation, the securities sold 
in that transaction represent a majority or more of the voting power of the corporation in the election 

of directors; 

(d) Any person that brings an issuer together with a potential investor and whose 

compensation is not directly or indirectly based on the sale of any securities by the issuer to the 
investor; 

(e) Any bank; 

(f) Any person that the division of securities by rule exempts from the definition of "dealer" 
under division (E)(l) of this section. 

(2) "Licensed dealer" means a dealer licensed under this chapter. 

(F)(l) "Salesman" or "salesperson" means every natural person, other than a dealer, who is 

employed, authorized, or appointed by a dealer to sell securities within this state. 

(2) The general partners of a partnership, and the executive officers of a corporation or 
unincorporated association, licensed as a dealer are not salespersons within the meaning of this 

definition, nor are clerical or other employees of an issuer or dealer that are employed for work to 
which the sale of securities is secondary and incidental; but the division of securities may require a 

license from any such partner, executive officer, or employee if it determines that protection of the 
public necessitates the licensing. 

(3) "Licensed salesperson" means a salesperson licensed under this chapter. 

(G) "Issuer" means every person who has issued, proposes to issue, or issues any security. 

(H) "Director" means each director or trustee of a corporation, each trustee of a trust, each 

general partner of a partnership, except a partnership association, each manager of a partnership 
association, and any person vested with managerial or directory power over an issuer not having a 

board of directors or trustees. 

(I) "Incorporator" means any incorporator of a corporation and any organizer of, or any 
person participating, other than in a representative or professional capacity, in the organization of an 

unincorporated issuer. 
(J) "Fraud," "fraudulent," "fraudulent acts," "fraudulent practices," or "fraudulent 

transactions" means anything recognized on or after July 22, 1929, as such in courts of law or 

equity; any device, scheme, or artifice to defraud or to obtain money or property by means of any 

false pretense, representation, or promise; any fictitious or pretended purchase or sale of securities; 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
715 

and any act, practice, transaction, or course of business relating to the purchase or sale of securities 

that is fraudulent or that has operated or would operate as a fraud upon the seller or purchaser. 
(K) Except as otherwise specifically provided, whenever any classification or computation is 

based upon "par value," as applied to securities without par value, the average of the aggregate 

consideration received or to be received by the issuer for each class of those securities shall be used 
as the basis for that classification or computation. 

(L)(l) "Intangible property" means patents, copyrights, secret processes, formulas, services, 

good will, promotion and organization fees and expenses, trademarks, trade brands, trade names, 
licenses, franchises, any other assets treated as intangible according to generally accepted accounting 
principles, and securities, accounts receivable, or contract rights having no readily determinable 

value. 

(2) "Tangible property" means all property other than intangible property and includes 

securities, accounts receivable, and contract rights, when the securities, accounts receivable, or 
contract rights have a readily determinable value. 

(M) "Public utilities" means those utilities defined in sections 4905.02, 4905.03, 4907.02, 

and 4907.03 of the Revised Code; in the case of a foreign corporation, it means those utilities 
defined as public utilities by the laws of its domicile; and in the case of any other foreign issuer, it 

means those utilities defined as public utilities by the laws of the situs of its principal place of 

business. The term always includes railroads whether or not they are so defined as public utilities. 

(N) "State" means any state of the United States, any territory or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, and any province of Canada. 

(0) "Bank" means any bank, trust company, savings and loan association, savings bank, or 

credit union that is incorporated or organized under the laws of the United States, any state of the 

United States, Canada, or any province of Canada and that is subject to regulation or supervision by 
that country, state, or province. 

(P) "Include," when used in a definition, does not exclude other things or persons otherwise 
within the meaning of the term defined. 

(Q)(l) "Registration by description" means that the requirements of section 1707.08 of the 
Revised Code have been complied with. 

(2) "Registration by qualification" means that the requirements of sections 1707.09 and 
1707.11 of the Revised Code have been complied with. 

(3) "Registration by coordination" means that there has been compliance with section 

1707.091 of the Revised Code. Reference in this chapter to registration by qualification also includes 
registration by coordination unless the context otherwise indicates. 

(R) "Intoxicating liquor" includes all liquids and compounds that contain more than three 

and two-tenths per cent of alcohol by weight and are fit for use for beverage purposes. 

(S) "Institutional investor" means any of the following, whether acting for itself or for others 
in a fiduciary capacity: 
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(1) A bank or international banking institution; 

(2) An insurance company; 

(3) A separate account of an insurance company; 
(4) An investment company as defined in the "Investment Company Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 

80a-3; 
(5) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, 

as amended, or licensed by the division of securities as a dealer; 
(6) An employee pension, profit-sharing, or benefit plan if the plan has total assets in excess 

of ten million dollars or its investment decisions are made by a named fiduciary, as defined in the 

"Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, that is one of the following: 

(a) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, 

as amended; 
(b) An investment adviser registered or exempt from registration under the "Investment 

Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-3; 
(c) An investment adviser registered under this chapter, a bank, or an insurance company. 
(7) A plan established and maintained by a state, a political subdivision of a state, or an 

agency or instrumentality of a state or a political subdivision of a state for the benefit of its 

employees, if the plan has total assets in excess of ten million dollars or its investment decisions are 

made by a duly designated public official or by a named fiduciary, as defined in the "Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, that is one of the following: 

(a) A broker-dealer registered under the "Securities Exchange Act of 1934," 15 U.S.C. 780, 

as amended; 
(b) An investment adviser registered or exempt from registration under the "Investment 

Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-3; 

(c) An investment adviser registered under this chapter, a bank, or an insurance company. 
(8) A trust, if it has total assets in excess of ten million dollars, its trustee is a bank, and its 

participants are exclusively plans of the types identified in division (S)(6) or (7) of this section, 
regardless of the size of their assets, except a trust that includes as participants self-directed 

individual retirement accounts or similar self-directed plans; 

(9) An organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 

26 U.S.C. 1, as amended, corporation, Massachusetts trust or similar business trust, limited liability 
company, or partnership, not formed for the specific purpose of acquiring the securities offered, with 

total assets in excess of ten million dollars; 
(10) A small business investment company licensed by the small business administration 

under section 30l(c) of the "Small Business Investment Act of 1958," 15 U.S.C. 681(c), with total 

assets in excess of ten million dollars; 
(11) A private business development company as defined in section 202(a)(22) of the 

"Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(22), with total assets in excess of ten million 
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dollars; 
(12) A federal covered investment adviser acting for its own account; 

(13) A "qualified institutional buyer" as defined in 17 C.F.R. 230.144A(a)(l), other than 17 

C.F.R. 230.144A(a)(l)(H); 

(14) A "major U.S. institutional investor" as defined in 17 C.F.R. 240.15a-6(b)(4)(i); 

(15) Any other person, other than an individual, of institutional character with total assets in 
excess of ten million dollars not organized for the specific purpose of evading this chapter; 

(16) Any other person specified by rule adopted or order issued under this chapter. 

(T) A reference to a statute of the United States or to a rule, regulation, or form promulgated 
by the securities and exchange commission or by another federal agency means the statute, rule, 

regulation, or form as it exists at the time of the act, omission, event, or transaction to which it is 

applied under this chapter. 
(U) "Securities and exchange commission" means the securities and exchange commission 

established by the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 
(V)(l) "Control bid" means the purchase of or offer to purchase any equity security of a 

subject company from a resident of this state if either of the following applies: 
(a) After the purchase of that security, the offeror would be directly or indirectly the 

beneficial owner of more than ten per cent of any class of the issued and outstanding equity 

securities of the issuer. 
(b) The offeror is the subject company, there is a pending control bid by a person other than 

the issuer, and the number of the issued and outstanding shares of the subject company would be 

reduced by more than ten per cent. 

(2) For purposes of division (V)(l) of this section, "control bid" does not include any of the 

following: 
(a) A bid made by a dealer for the dealer's own account in the ordinary course of business of 

buying and selling securities; 
(b) An offer to acquire any equity security solely in exchange for any other security, or the 

acquisition of any equity security pursuant to an offer, for the sole account of the offeror, in good 
faith and not for the purpose of avoiding the provisions of this chapter, and not involving any public 
offering of the other security within the meaning of Section 4 of Title I of the "Securities Act of 

1933," 48 Stat. 77, 15 U.S.C.A. 77d(2), as amended; 

(c) Any other offer to acquire any equity security, or the acquisition of any equity security 

pursuant to an offer, for the sole account of the offeror, from not more than fifty persons, in good 

faith and not for the purpose of avoiding the provisions of this chapter. 
(W) "Offeror" means a person who makes, or in any way participates or aids in making, a 

control bid and includes persons acting jointly or in concert, or who intend to exercise jointly or in 

concert any voting rights attached to the securities for which the control bid is made and also 
includes any subject company making a control bid for its own securities. 
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(X)(1) "Investment adviser" means any person who, for compensation, engages in the 

business of advising others, either directly or through publications or writings, as to the value of 
securities or as to the advisability of investing in, purchasing, or selling securities, or who, for 
compensation and as a part of regular business, issues or promulgates analyses or reports concerning 

securities. 
(2) "Investment adviser" does not mean any of the following: 

(a) Any attorney, accountant, engineer, or teacher, whose performance of investment 
advisory services described in division (X)(l) of this section is solely incidental to the practice of the 

attorney's, accountant's, engineer's, or teacher's profession; 
(b) A publisher of any bona fide newspaper, news magazine, or business or financial 

publication of general and regular circulation; 

(c) A person who acts solely as an investment adviser representative; 

(d) A bank holding company, as defiaed iR the "Baak Holding Compaay Aet of 1956," 70 

Stat. 133, 12 U.S.C. 1841 , that is not an investment company; 
(e) A bank, or any receiver, conservator, or other liquidating agent of a bank; 
(f) Any licensed dealer or licensed salesperson whose performance of investment advisory 

services described in division (X)(l) of this section is solely incidental to the conduct of the dealer's 

or salesperson's business as a licensed dealer or licensed salesperson and who receives no special 

compensation for the services; 
(g) Any person, the advice, analyses, or reports of which do not relate to securities other than 

securities that are direct obligations of, or obligations guaranteed as to principal or interest by, the 

United States, or securities issued or guaranteed by corporations in which the United States has a 

direct or indirect interest, and that have been designated by the secretary of the treasury as exempt 
securities as defined in the "Securities Exchange Act of 1934," 48 Stat. 881, 15 U.S.C. 78c; 

(h) Any person that is excluded from the definition of investment adviser pursuant to section 

202(a)(ll)(A) to (E) of the "Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(l l), or that has 
received an order from the securities and exchange commission under section 202(a)(ll )(F) of the 

"Investment Advisers Act of 1940," 15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(ll)(F), declaring that the person is not 

within the intent of section 202(a)(l 1) of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940. 
(i) A person who acts solely as a state retirement system investment officer or as a bureau of 

workers' compensation chief investment officer; 
(j) Any other person that the division designates by rule, if the division finds that the 

designation is necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of investors or 
clients and consistent with the purposes fairly intended by the policy and provisions of this chapter. 

(Y)(l) "Subject company" means an issuer that satisfies both of the following: 

(a) Its principal place of business or its principal executive office is located in this state, or it 

owns or controls assets located within this state that have a fair market value of at least one million 

dollars. 
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(b) More than ten per cent of its beneficial or record equity security holders are resident in 

this state, more than ten per cent of its equity securities are owned beneficially or of record by 
residents in this state, or more than one thousand of its beneficial or record equity security holders 
are resident in this state. 

(2) The division of securities may adopt rules to establish more specific application of the 

provisions set forth in division (Y)(l) of this section. Notwithstanding the provisions set forth in 
division (Y)(l) of this section and any rules adopted under this division, the division, by rule or in an 
adjudicatory proceeding, may make a determination that an issuer does not constitute a "subject 

company" under division (Y)(l) of this section if appropriate review of control bids involving the 
issuer is to be made by any regulatory authority of another jurisdiction. 

(Z) "Beneficial owner" includes any person who directly or indirectly through any contract, 

arrangement, understanding, or relationship has or shares, or otherwise has or shares, the power to 

vote or direct the voting of a security or the power to dispose of, or direct the disposition of, the 

security. "Beneficial ownership" includes the right, exercisable within sixty days, to acquire any 
security through the exercise of any option, warrant, or right, the conversion of any convertible 

security, or otherwise. Any security subject to any such option, warrant, right, or conversion 
privilege held by any person shall be deemed to be outstanding for the purpose of computing the 

percentage of outstanding securities of the class owned by that person, but shall not be deemed to be 
outstanding for the purpose of computing the percentage of the class owned by any other person. A 
person shall be deemed the beneficial owner of any security beneficially owned by any relative or 

spouse or relative of the spouse residing in the home of that person, any trust or estate in which that 

person owns ten per cent or more of the total beneficial interest or serves as trustee or executor, any 

corporation or entity in which that person owns ten per cent or more of the equity, and any affiliate 
or associate of that person. 

(AA) "Offeree" means the beneficial or record owner of any security that an offeror acquires 
or offers to acquire in connection with a control bid. 

(BB) "Equity security" means any share or similar security, or any security convertible into 

any such security, or carrying any warrant or right to subscribe to or purchase any such security, or 
any such warrant or right, or any other security that, for the protection of security holders, is treated 

as an equity security pursuant to rules of the division of securities. 

(CC)(l) "Investment adviser representative" means a supervised person of an investment 

adviser, provided that the supervised person has more than five clients who are natural persons other 

than excepted persons defined in division (EE) of this section, and that more than ten per cent of the 
supervised person's clients are natural persons other than excepted persons defined in division (EE) 

of this section. "Investment adviser representative" does not mean any of the following: 
(a) A supervised person that does not on a regular basis solicit, meet with, or otherwise 

communicate with clients of the investment adviser; 

(b) A supervised person that provides only investment advisory services described in 
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division (X)( 1) of this section by means of written materials or oral statements that do not purport to 

meet the objectives or needs of specific individuals or accounts; 

(c) Any other person that the division designates by rule, if the division finds that the 
designation is necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of investors or 

clients and is consistent with the provisions fairly intended by the policy and provisions of this 

chapter. 
(2) For the purpose of the calculation of clients in division (CC)(l) of this section, a natural 

person and the following persons are deemed a single client: Any minor child of the natural person; 
any relative, spouse, or relative of the spouse of the natural person who has the same principal 

residence as the natural person; all accounts of which the natural person or the persons referred to in 
division (CC)(2) of this section are the only primary beneficiaries; and all trusts of which the natural 

person or persons referred to in division (CC)(2) of this section are the only primary beneficiaries. 

Persons who are not residents of the United States need not be included in the calculation of clients 
under division (CC)(l) of this section. 

(3) If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or adopted defining 

"investment adviser representative" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 or 

additional rules or regulations are promulgated by the securities and exchange commission regarding 

the definition of "investment adviser representative" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940, the division of securities shall, by rule, adopt the substance of the amendments, rules, or 

regulations, unless the division finds that the amendments, rules, or regulations are not necessary for 

the protection of investors or in the public interest. 
(DD) "Supervised person" means a natural person who is any of the following: 

(1) A partner, officer, or director of an investment adviser, or other person occupying a 
similar status or performing similar functions with respect to an investment adviser; 

(2) An employee of an investment adviser; 
(3) A person who provides investment advisory services described in division (X)(l) of this 

section on behalf of the investment adviser and is subject to the supervision and control of the 

investment adviser. 
(EE) "Excepted person" means a natural person to whom any of the following applies: 
(1) Immediately after entering into the investment advisory contract with the investment 

adviser, the person has at least seven hundred fifty thousand dollars under the management of the 

investment adviser. 
(2) The investment adviser reasonably believes either of the following at the time the 

investment advisory contract is entered into with the person: 
(a) The person has a net worth, together with assets held jointly with a spouse, of more than 

one million five hundred thousand dollars. 
(b) The person is a qualified purchaser as defined in division (FF) of this section. 
(3) Immediately prior to entering into an investment advisory contract with the investment 
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adviser, the person is either of the following: 
(a) An executive officer, director, trustee, general partner, or person serving in a similar 

capacity, of the investment adviser; 

(b) An employee of the investment adviser, other than an employee performing solely 

clerical, secretarial, or administrative functions or duties for the investment adviser, which 

employee, in connection with the employee's regular functions or duties, participates in the 
investment activities of the investment adviser, provided that, for at least twelve months, the 
employee has been performing such nonclerical, nonsecretarial, or nonadministrative functions or 
duties for or on behalf of the investment adviser or performing substantially similar functions or 

duties for or on behalf of another company. 

If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or adopted defining "excepted 

person" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 or additional rules or regulations are 

promulgated by the securities and exchange commission regarding the definition of "excepted 

person" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the division of securities shall, by rule, 
adopt the substance of the amendments, rules, or regulations, unless the division finds that the 

amendments, rules, or regulations are not necessary for the protection of investors or in the public 

interest. 

(FF)(l) "Qualified purchaser" means either of the following: 
(a) A natural person who owns not less than five million dollars in investments as defined by 

rule by the division of securities; 
(b) A natural person, acting for the person's own account or accounts of other qualified 

purchasers, who in the aggregate owns and invests on a discretionary basis, not less than twenty-five 

million dollars in investments as defined by rule by the division of securities. 
(2) If subsequent to March 18, 1999, amendments are enacted or adopted defining "qualified 

purchaser" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 or additional rules or regulations are 

promulgated by the securities and exchange commission regarding the definition of "qualified 
purchaser" for purposes of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the division of securities shall, by 

rule, adopt the amendments, rules, or regulations, unless the division finds that the amendments, 

rules, or regulations are not necessary for the protection of investors or in the public interest. 
(GG)(l) "Purchase" has the full meaning of "purchase" as applied by or accepted in courts of 

law or equity and includes every acquisition of, or attempt to acquire, a security or an interest in a 
security. "Purchase" also includes a contract to purchase, an exchange, an attempt to purchase, an 

option to purchase, a solicitation of a purchase, a solicitation of an offer to sell, a subscription, or an 
offer to purchase, directly or indirectly, by agent, circular, pamphlet, advertisement, or otherwise. 

(2) "Purchase" means any act by which a purchase is made. 
(3) Any security given with, or as a bonus on account of, any purchase of securities is 

conclusively presumed to constitute a part of the subject of that purchase. 

(HH) "Life settlement interest" means the entire interest or any fractional interest in an 
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insurance policy or certificate of insurance, or m an insurance benefit under such a policy or 

certificate, that is the subject of a life settlement contract. 
For purposes of this division, "life settlement contract" means an agreement for the purchase, 

sale, assignment, transfer, devise, or bequest of any portion of the death benefit or ownership of any 

life insurance policy or contract, in return for consideration or any other thing of value that is less 

than the expected death benefit of the life insurance policy or contract. "Life settlement contract" 

includes a viatical settlement contract as defined in section 3916.01 of the Revised Code, but does 
not include any of the following: 

(1) A loan by an insurer under the terms of a life insurance policy, including, but not limited 

to, a loan secured by the cash value of the policy; 

(2) An agreement with a bank that takes an assignment of a life insurance policy as collateral 

for a loan; 
(3) The provision of accelerated benefits as defined in section 3915.21 of the Revised Code; 
(4) Any agreement between an insurer and a reinsurer; 

(5) An agreement by an individual to purchase an existing life insurance policy or contract 

from the original owner of the policy or contract, if the individual does not enter into more than one 

life settlement contract per calendar year; 
(6) The initial purchase of an insurance policy or certificate of insurance from its owner by a 

viatical settlement provider, as defined in section 3916.01 of the Revised Code, that is licensed 

under Chapter 3916. of the Revised Code. 
(II) "State retirement system" means the public employees retirement system, Ohio police 

and fire pension fund, state teachers retirement system, school employees retirement system, and 

state highway patrol retirement system. 
(JJ) "State retirement system investment officer" means an individual employed by a state 

retirement system as a chief investment officer, assistant investment officer, or the person in charge 

of a class of assets or in a position that is substantially equivalent to chief investment officer, 

assistant investment officer, or person in charge of a class of assets. 
(KK) "Bureau of workers' compensation chief investment officer" means an individual 

employed by the administrator of workers' compensation as a chief investment officer or in a 
position that is substantially equivalent to a chief investment officer. 

(LL) "Bank holding company" has the same meaning as in the "Bank Holding Company Act 

of 1956." 12 U.S.C. 1841. 
(MM) "Savings and loan holding company" has the same meaning as in 12 U.S.C. 1467a. 
Sec. 1707.14. (A) No person shall act as a dealer, unless the person is licensed as a dealer by 

the division of securities, except when at least one of the following cases applies: 
(1) When the person is transacting business through or with a licensed dealer; 

(2) When the securities are the subject matter of one or more transactions enumerated in 

divisions (B) to (L), (0) to (R), and (U) to (Y) of section 1707.03, or in section 1707.06 of the 
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Revised Code, except when a commission, discount, or other remuneration is paid or given in 
consideration with transactions enumerated in divisions (0), (Q), (W), (X), and (Y) of section 

1707.03, or in section 1707.06 of the Revised Code; 

~illifil When the person is an issuer selling securities issued by it or by its subsidiary, if 

such securities are specified under division (G) or (I) of section 1707.02, or under section 1707.04 of 

the Revised Code; 
(b) As used in division (A)(3) of thjs section, "person" includes a bank holding company and 

a savings and loan holding company. 
(4) When the person is participating in transactions exempt, under section 1707 .34 of the 

Revised Code, from this chapter; 
(5) When the person has no place of business in this state, is registered with the securities 

and exchange commission, and the only transactions effected in this state are with institutional 

investors. 
(B) Each dealer that in any twelve-month or shorter period, alone or with any other dealer 

with which it is affiliated, has total revenues of one hundred fifty thousand dollars or more derived 

from the business of buying, selling, or otherwise dealing in securities, and that at any time during 
such period has one hundred or more retail securities customers, shall be registered as a broker or 

dealer with the securities and exchange commission under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 

except the following entities: 

(1) A bank; 
(2) A dealer that enters into and is in compliance with an undertaking accepted by the 

division, in which the dealer agrees that it will not engage in any transaction involving the buying, 

selling, or otherwise dealing in securities with any natural person in this state, except for transactions 

involving either of the following: 

(a) Securities of corporations or associations that have qualified for treatment as nonprofit 
organizations pursuant to section 50l(c)(3) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 

26 U.S.C.A. 501, as amended; 

(b) Securities or transactions that are described in divisions (A)(l) to (4) of this section. 
(C) Every dealer that must be registered as a broker or dealer with the securities and 

exchange commission pursuant to division (B) of this section shall become so registered no later 

than ninety days after the date on which the dealer meets the requirements for such registration. 
(D) The division by rule may exempt any dealer from complying with the licensing or 

registration requirements of this section, if the division finds that such licensing or registration is not 
necessary for the protection of investors or in the public interest. 

(E) As used in division (B) of this section, "retail securities customer" means a person that 
purchases from or through or sells securities to or through a dealer, and that is not an officer, a 

director, a principal, a general partner, or an employee of, the dealer. Each of the following is 

deemed to be a single retail securities customer: 
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(1) A husband and wife; 
(2) A minor child and the minor child's parent or legal guardian; 

(3) A corporation, a partnership, an association or other unincorporated entity, a joint stock 

company, or a trust. 
Sec. 1707.47. (A) As used in this section and section 1707.471 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Claimant" means a person that files an application for restitution assistance on behalf of 

a victim. 
(2) "Final order" means a final administrative order issued by the division of securities or a 

final court order in a civil or criminal proceeding initiated by the division. 

(3) "Victim" means a purchaser identified in a final order that has suffered a pecuniary loss 
as the result of a violation of this chapter or any rules adopted thereunder, or, in the case of a 

deceased purchaser so identified, the purchaser's surviving spouse or dependent children. 

(B) There is hereby created in the state treasury the Ohio investor recovery fund, which shall 

consist of all cash transfers from the division of securities fund, created in section 1707.37 of the 
Revised Code, not to 83('6eed an aggregate total of two million fiye ffiHldred tbo1:1saad ciollars i:A any 
fiseal year. Money in the Ohio investor recovery fund shall be used for the purposes identified in 

division (C) of this section. 

(C) The division shall use the Ohio investor recovery fund only to pay awards of restitution 
assistance and any expenses incurred in administering this section. 

(D)(l) If the Ohio investor recovery fund is reduced below two hundred fifty thousand 

dollars due to payment in full of restitution assistance awards that become final during a month, the 

division shall suspend payment of further claims that become final during that month and the 

following two months. 
(2) At the end of the suspension period described in division (D)(l) of this section, the 

division shall pay the suspended claims. If the Ohio investor recovery fund would be exhausted by 

payment in full of the suspended claims, the amount paid to each claimant shall be prorated 
according to the amount remaining in the Ohio investor recovery fund at the end of the suspension 

period. 
(E) The state shall not be liable for a determination made by the division under this section 

except to the extent that money is available in the Ohio investor recovery fund on the date the award 

is calculated. 
(F) The following victims are eligible for restitution assistance: 

(1) A natural person who is a resident of this state; 

(2) A person, other than a natural person, that is domiciled in Ohio. 
(G) The division shall not award restitution assistance as follows: 

(1) To more than one claimant per victim; 

(2) To a claimant on behalf of a victim that has received the full amount of restitution owed 
from the person ordered to pay restitution to the victim in the final order before the application for 
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restitution assistance from the fund is filed; 
(3) To a claimant if the final order identifies no pecuniary loss to the victim on whose behalf 

the application is made; 
(4) To a claimant on behalf of a victim that assisted in the commission of the violation of 

this chapter; 
(5) If the portion of the final order giving rise to a restitution order or otherwise establishing'· 

a pecuniary loss to the victim is overturned on appeal. 

(H) If, after the division has made a restitution assistance award from the Ohio investor 
recovery fund under this section, the restitution award in the final order is overturned on appeal and 

all legal remedies have been exhausted, then the claimant shall forfeit the restitution assistance 

award. 

Sec. 1711.30. Before issuing bonds under section 1711.28 of the Revised Code, the board of 

() county commissioners, by resolution, shall submit to the qualified electors of the county at the next 

( general election for county officers, held not less than ninety days after receiving from the county 
 agricultural society the notice provided for in section 1711.25 of the Revised Code, the question of 

issuing and selling such bonds in such amount and denomination as are necessary for the purpose in 
view, and shall certify a copy of such resolution to the county board of elections. 

The county board of elections shall place the question of issuing and selling such bonds upon 

the ballot and make all other necessary arrangements for the submission, at the time fixed by such 
resolution, of such question to such electors. The votes cast at such election upon such question must 
be counted, canvassed, and certified in the same manner, except as provided by law, as votes cast for 

county officers. Fifteen days' notice of such submission shall be given by the county board of 
elections, by publication once a week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the county or as provided in section 7.16 of the Revised Code, stating the amount of 

bonds to be issued, the purpose for which they are to be issued, and the time and places of holding 

such election. If the resolution proposes the levy of a tax under section 1711.29 of the Revised Code, 
the notice shall include the rate of the tax in both mills for each one dollar of taxable value and in 

dollars for each one hundred thousand dollars of the county auditor's appraised market value. 

The question must be stated on the ballot as follows: "For the issue of county fair bonds, 
yes"; "For the issue of county fair bonds, no." 

If the resolution proposes the levy of a tax under section 1711.29 of the Revised Code, the 

question appearing on the ballot shall include the rate of the tax in both mills for each one dollar of 
taxable value and in dollars for each one hundred thousand dollars of the county auditor's appraised 

market value. 
If the majority of those voting upon the question of issuing the bonds vote in favor thereof, 

then and only then shall they be issued and the tax provided for in section 1711 .29 of the Revised 

Code be levied. 

As used in this section, "the county auditor's appraised market value" has ~~ §~~rrnH"a&ii iated text was 
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as in section 5705.01 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1713 .03. The chancellor of higher education shall establish standards for certificates of 
authorization to be issued to institutions as defined in section 1713.01 of the Revised Code, to 

private institutions exempt from regulation under Chapter 3332. of the Revised Code as prescribed 

in section 3333.046 of the Revised Code, and to schools holding certificates ofregistration issued by 
the state board of career colleges and schools pursuant to division (C) of section 3332.05 of the 

Revised Code. A certificate of authorization may permit an institution or school to award one or 

more types of degrees. 
The standards for a certificate of authorization may include, for various types of institutions, 

schools, or degrees, minimum qualifications for faculty, library, laboratories, and other facilities as 
adopted and published by the chancellor. The standards shall be adopted by the chancellor pursuant 

to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

An institution or school shall apply to the chancellor for a certificate of authorization on 
forms containing such information as is prescribed by the chancellor. Each institution or school with 

a certificate of authorization shall file an annual report with the chancellor in such form and 

containing such information as the chancellor prescribes. The annual report shall include disclosure 
of any conb·act entered with an online program manager. as described in section 1713.032 of the 

Revised Code. 

The chancellor shall adopt a rule under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code establishing fees 
to pay the cost of reviewing an application for a certificate of authorization, which the institution or 

school shall pay when it applies for a certificate of authorization, and establishing fees, which an 
institution or school shall pay, for any further reviews the chancellor determines necessary upon 

examining an institution's or school's annual report. 

Sec. 1713.032. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Online program manager" means an entity that is not an .institution of higher education 

as defined under "The Higher Education Act of 1965," 20 U.S.C. 1001, that enters into an agreement 
with a private institution of higher education to provide marketing and recruitment services and at 

least one additional service, including course design, technology, or faculty training, to support an 
on line degree program. 

(2) "Private institution of higher education" mean a private institution of higher education 

with a certificate of authorization, or seeking authorization, from the chancellor of higher education 

under Chapter l 713. of Revised Code. 
(B) If a private institution of higher education enters a contract with an online program 

manager, the institution shall ensure the contract is in compliance with relevant program standards 

and requirements. 
(C) A private institution of higher education that enters into a contract with an online 

program manager shall post on each online degree program web site it maintains that it utilizes an 

on line program manager for services. The institution shall require the online prq.JfPJtThv1J1gJ1xielhJiitialed text was 

disapproved. 
,1,-1>-r 

Date._ _____ 
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identify itself when providing services to student's. 

(D) A contract between a private institution of higher education and an online program 

manager is not a public record for purposes of section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(E) A private institution of higher education shall not permit an online program manager to 

control, make decisions regarding. administer. or disburse student financial aid. 
Sec. 1713.033. Each institution or school with a certificate of authorization issued under this 

chapter an11ually shall certify to the chancellor of higher education. on a date and in the form and 
manner determined by the chancellor, a plan to preserve student records indefinitely if the institution 

or school was to cea e operations. The plan shall include the designation and signed confirmation of 

an official custodian of student records. If the chancellor detennines it necessary, the chancellor may 
require an institution or school to produce an executed agreement with the designated custodian of 

student records. paid in foll. to ensure the institution's or school's plan can be implemented. 
The chancellor may consult with the higher learning commission, the state board of career 

colleges and schools. and other appropriate entities to establish plans, processes. and procedures for 

institutions and schools to provide indefinite access to student records. 

Sec. 1713.041. (A) Each institution os school authorized to offer courses or degrees under a 
certificate of authorization annually shall provide to the chancellor of higher education all of the 
following: 

(1) Verification of current accreditation status and a copy of the most recent institutional 
report from the institution' accrediting organization; 

(2) A plan to preserve student records indefinitely in the event of closw-e of the in titution or 

discontinuation of service. The plan shall include a method by which students and alumni of the 

institution may retrie_ve student records by request. The plan also shall include a designation and 

signed confinuation of an official custodian of student records. Student records preserved under the 
plan shall include, but not be limited to: 

(a) Academic transcripts: 
(b) Financial aid documents; 

(c) International student forms; 
(d) Tax information. 

(3) The following program infonnation: 

(a) A List of current degree programs offered by the institution in this state; 

(b) The results of any external degree program evaluations conducted in the last year; 
(c) A list of any degree programs that bave been elin1inated in the last year; 

(4) Tbe latest financial statement for the most recent fiscal year compiled and audited by an 

independent certified public accountant. including any management letters provided by the 
independent auditor: 

(5) Any other information requested by the chancellor. 

(B) If an institution or school fails to submit Lhe information required under division (A) of 
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this section or if the chancellor finds that the information subrnjtted under that division is 

insufficient, the chancellor may suspend. withdraw. or revoke an institution or school' institutional 

authorization or a program's authorization. 
(C) Each institution or school shall immediately notify the chancellor if the institution or 

school does any of the following: 
(1) Receives notice from the federal government or an institutional accrediting organization 

that the institution or school is subiect to heightened reporting standards or special monitoring status, 

such as the United States department of education's heightened cash monitoring process; 
(2) Receives preliminary or final accreditation findings: 

(3) Becomes the subject of an investigation by a government agency related to the 

institution's academic quality, financial stability, or student consumer protection: 

(4) Fails to make any payments to applicable retirement systems: 

(5) Fails to make any scheduled payrnll payments; 
(6) Fails to make any payments to vendors when due as a result of a cash deficiency or a 

substantial deficiency in the payment processing system of the institution: 

(7) Fai ls to make any scheduled payment of principal or .interest for short- or l.ong-tenn debt; 
(8) Makes budget revisions resulting in a substantially reduced ending fund balance or larger 

deficit; 
(9) Becomes aware of significant negative variance between the most recently adopted 

annual budget and actual revenues or expenses as projected at the end of the fiscal year. 
(D) A document received by the chancellor under division (C)(l), (2), or (3) of this section 

that is confidential under federal law is not subject to release under a public record request until such 

time as the document is released publicly by the appropriate entity. Further, financial documentation 
of the institution or school received by the chancellor under this section is not a public record under 

section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 1901.123. (A)(l) Subjeot to reimbursement u0der division (B) of this seotioA, the The 
treasurer of the county in which a county-operated municipal court or other municipal court is 
located shall pay the per diem compensation to which an acting judge appointed pursuant to division 

(A)(2)(a), (B)(l ), or (C)(l) of section 1901.121 of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division 

(A)(l) of section 1901.122 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The treasurer of the county in which a county-operated municipal court or other 

municipal court is located shall pay the per diem compensation to which an assigned judge assigned 
pursuant to division (A)(l), (A)(2)(b), (B)(2), (C)(2), or (D) of section 1901.121 of the Revised 

Code is entitled pursuant to division (B)(l) or (4) of section 1901.122 of the Revised Code. 
(3) Subject to reimbursement under division (B) of this section, the treasurer of the county in 

which a county-operated municipal court or other municipal court is located shall pay the per diem 

compensation to which an assigned judge assigned pursuant to division (A)(l), (A)(2)(b), (B)(2), (C) 
(2), or (D) of section 1901.121 of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division (B)(2) of section 
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1901.122 of the Revised Code. 

(4) Subject to reimbursement under division (C) of this section, the supreme court shall pay 
the per diem compensation to which an assigned judge assigned pursuant to division (A)(l), (A)(2) 

(b), (B)(2), (C)(2), or (D) of section 1901.121 of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division 
(B)(3) of section 1901.122 of the Revised Code. 

(B) A county that, pursuant to division (A)(l) er (3).(A)ill of this section, is required to pay 

the per diem compensation to which an aeliag j1:1dge er assigned judge is entitled, shall submit to the 
administrative director of the supreme court quarterly requests for reimbursements of the state 

portion of the per diem amounts so paid. The requests shall include verifications of the payment of 

those amounts and an affidavit from the aoting j1:1dge er assigned judge stating the days and hours 

worked. The administrative director shall cause reimbursements of the state portion of the per diem 

amounts paid to be issued to the county if the administrative director verifies that those amounts 

were, in fact, so paid. If the county fails to submit a request within one year after the per diem 
compensation was paid, the administrative director shall refuse to cause reimbursement to be issued. 

(C) If the supreme court, pursuant to division (A)(4) of this section, is required to pay the per 
diem compensation to which an assigned judge is entitled, annually, on the first day of August, the 

administrative director of the supreme court shall issue a billing to the county treasurer of any 

county to which such a judge was assigned to a municipal court for reimbursement of the county or 
local portion of the per diem compensation previously paid by the supreme court for the twelve­

month period preceding the last day of June. The county or local portion of the per diem 

compensation shall be that part of each per diem paid by the state which is proportional to the county 
or local shares of the total compensation of a resident judge of such court. The county treasurer shall 

forward the payment within thirty days. After forwarding the payment, the county treasurer shall 
seek reimbursement from the applicable local municipalities as appropriate. 

Sec. 1901.26. (A) Subject to division (E) of this section, costs in a municipal court shall be 

fixed and taxed as follows: 
(l)(a) The municipal court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil 

action or proceeding when required by division (C) of this section, subject to its waiver pursuant to 

that division, and in all other cases, by rule, shall establish a schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in 
any civil or criminal action or proceeding. 

(b)(i) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation may by ordinance establish a 

schedule of fees to be taxed as costs in any civil, criminal, or traffic action or proceeding in a 

municipal court for the performance by officers or other employees of the municipal corporation's 
police department or marshal's office of any of the services specified in sections 311.17 and 509.15 

of the Revised Code. No fee in the schedule shall be higher than the fee specified in section 311.17 
of the Revised Code for the performance of the same service by the sheriff. If a fee established in the 

schedule conflicts with a fee for the same service established in another section of the Revised Code 

or a rule of court, the fee established in the other section of the Revised Code or the rule of court 
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shall apply. 

(ii) When an officer or employee of a municipal police department or marshal's office 

performs in a civil, criminal, or traffic action or proceeding in a municipal court a service specified 

in section 311.17 or 509.15 of the Revised Code for which a taxable fee has been established under 

this or any other section of the Revised Code, the applicable legal fees and any other extraordinary 
expenses, including overtime, provided for the service shall be taxed as costs in the case. The clerk 

of the court shall pay those legal fees and other expenses, when collected, into the general fund of 
the municipal corporation that employs the officer or employee. 

(iii) If a bailiff of a municipal court performs in a civil, criminal, or traffic action or 

proceeding in that court a service specified in section 311.17 or 509.15 of the Revised Code for 

which a taxable fee has been established under this section or any other section of the Revised Code, 

the fee for the service is the same and is taxable to the same extent as if the service had been 

performed by an officer or employee of the police department or marshal's office of the municipal 
corporation in which the court is located. The clerk of that court shall pay the fee, when collected, 

into the general fund of the entity or entities that fund the bailiffs salary, in the same prorated 

amount as the salary is funded. 
(iv) Division (A)(l)(b) of this section does not authorize or require any officer or employee 

of a police department or marshal's office of a municipal corporation or any bailiff of a municipal 

court to perform any service not otherwise authorized by law. 
(2) The municipal court, by rule, may require an advance deposit for the filing of any civil 

action or proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The 
court shall waive the requirement for advance deposit for a party that the court determines qualifies 

as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323 .311 of the Revised Code. 
(3) When a jury trial is demanded in any civil action or proceeding, the party making the 

demand may be required to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless the court 

determines that the party qualifies as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323.311 of the 
Revised Code. If a jury is called, the fees of a jury shall be taxed as costs. 

(4) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding, each witness shall receive twelve dollars for 

each full day's attendance and six dollars for each half day's attendance. Each witness in a municipal 

court that is not a county-operated municipal court also shall receive fifty and one-half cents for each 

mile necessarily traveled to and from the witness's place of residence to the action or proceeding. 
(5) A reasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor 

vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in any proceeding may be taxed as part of 
the costs in a trial of the cause, in an amount that shall be fixed by rule of court. 

(6) Chattel property seized under any writ or process issued by the court shall be preserved 
pending final disposition for the benefit of all persons interested and may be placed in storage when 

necessary or proper for that preservation. The custodian of any chattel property so stored shall not be 
required to part with the possession of the property until a reasonable charge, to be fixed by the 
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court, is paid. 
(7) The municipal court, as it determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of 

fees and costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the 

losing party. 
(8) Charges for the publication of legal notices required by statute or order of court may be 

taxed as part of the costs, as provided by section 7 .13 of the Revised Code. 
(B)(l)(a) The municipal court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, 

additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not 
limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the 

acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or 

dispute resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, 

acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule 
may charge a fee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each criminal cause, civil action 

or proceeding, or judgment by confession. Fees collected by a court for special projects of the court 

under this division shall not be used for training or education that takes place outside of the state. 
(b) If the municipal court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the 

municipal court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court 

costs, to cover the special program or service. The municipal court shall adjust the special 

assessment periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not 

exceed the actual cost of providing the service or program. 
(c) Any fee or charge assessed under division (B)(l)(a) or (b) of this section on the filing of 

a civil action or proceeding shall be waived if the court determines that the person on whom the fee 
or charge is assessed qualifies as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323 .311 of the Revised 

Code. 
(d) All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county 

treasurer if the court is a county-operated municipal court or to the city treasurer if the court is not a 

county-operated municipal court for deposit into either a general special projects fund or a fund 

established for a specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature shall be disbursed upon 
an order of the court in an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a 
specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under 

division (B) of this section, the municipal court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be 
transferred to an account established under this division for a similar purpose. 

(2) As used in division (B) of this section: 
(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or 

subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea before 

disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple 

charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on a single summons, 
citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the same statute or 
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ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each charge is filed on a separate 

summons, citation, or complaint. 
(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil litigation that must be determined by 

judgment entry. 
(C) The municipal court shall collect in all its divisions except the small claims division the 

sum of twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees in each new civil action or proceeding for the 

charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within 
the state and to support the office of the state public defender. The municipal court shall collect in its 
small claims division the sum of eleven dollars as additional filing fees in each new civil action or 

proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies 
that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. This division does 

not apply to any execution on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-judgment 
proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing fees required to be collected under this division 

shall be in addition to any other court costs imposed in the action or proceeding and shall be 

collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment 
of the additional filing fees in a new civil action or proceeding unless the court waives the advanced 

payment of all filing fees in the action or proceeding for the party that the court determines is 

qualified as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323.311 of the Revised Code. All such 
moneys collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to one per cent of those moneys 

retained to cover administrative costs shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the 
following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the 

treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to justice foundation. The treasurer of state shall deposit four 
per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the civil case filing fee fund 

established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected 

under this division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised 

Code. 
The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it collects under this division to cover 

administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this 

division. If the court fails to transmit to the treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this 
division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to justice foundation, 

the court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this division to cover administrative costs, 

including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this division, and shall 
transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys collected under this division, including the forfeited 

amount retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid fund. 
(D) In the Cleveland municipal court, reasonable charges for investigating titles of real estate 

to be sold or disposed of under any writ or process of the court may be taxed as part of the costs. 

(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969.21 to 2969.27 of the Revised Code, 

the clerk of the municipal court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in those 
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sections. 
(F) As used in this section: 
(1) "Full day's attendance" means a day on which a witness is required or requested to be 

present at an action or proceeding before and after twelve noon, regardless of whether the witness 

actually testifies. 
(2) "Half day's attendance" means a day on which a witness is required or requested to be 

present at an action or proceeding either before or after twelve noon, but not both, regardless of 
whether the witness actually testifies. 

Sec. 1907.143. (A)(l) Subject to rei:mbt:irsement under di·,ision (B) of tkis seotioA, the The 
treasurer of the county in which a county court is located shall pay the per diem compensation to 
which an acting judge appointed pursuant to division (A)(2)(a), (B)(l), or (C)(l) of section 1907.141 
of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division (A) of section 1907.142 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The treasurer of the county in which a county court is located shall pay the per diem 
compensation to which an assigned judge assigned pursuant to division (A)(l ), (A)(2)(b), (B)(2), or 
(C)(2) of section 1907.141 of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division (B)(l) or (4) of 
section 1907.142 of the Revised Code. 

(3) Subject to reimbursement under division (B) of this section, the treasurer of the county in 
which a county court is located shall pay the per diem compensation to which an assigned judge 
assigned pursuant to division (A)(l ), (A)(2)(b), (B)(2), or (C)(2) of section 1907.141 of the Revised 
Code is entitled pursuant to division (B)(2) of section 1907 .142 of the Revised Code. 

(4) Subject to reimbursement under division (C) of this section, the supreme court shall pay 
the per diem compensation to which an assigned judge assigned pursuant to division (A)(l), (A)(2) 
(b), (B)(2), or (C)(2) of section 1907.141 of the Revised Code is entitled pursuant to division (B)(3) 
of section 1907 .142 of the Revised Code. 

(B) A county that, pursuant to division (A)(l) or (3)(A)ill of this section, is required to pay 
the per diem compensation to which an acting j\:ldge or assigned judge is entitled, shall submit to the 
administrative director of the supreme court quarterly requests for reimbursements of the state 
portion of the per diem amounts so paid. The requests shall include verifications of the payment of 
those amounts and an affidavit from the acting judge or assigned judge stating the days and hours 
worked. The administrative director shall cause reimbursements of the state portion of the per diem 
amounts paid to be issued to the county if the administrative director verifies that those amounts 
were, in fact, so paid. If the county fails to submit a request within one year after the per diem 
compensation was paid, the administrative director shall refuse to cause reimbursement to be issued. 

(C) If the supreme court, pursuant to division (A)(4) of this section, is required to pay the per 
diem compensation to which an assigned judge is entitled, annually, on the first day of August, the 
administrative director of the supreme court shall issue a billing to the county treasurer of any 
county to which such a judge was assigned to a county court for reimbursement of the county 
portion of the per diem compensation previously paid by the supreme court for the twelve-month 
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period preceding the last day of June. The county portion of the per diem compensation shall be that 

part of each per diem paid by the state which is proportional to the county shares of the total 

compensation of a resident judge of such court. The county treasurer shall forward the payment 
within thirty days. After forwarding the payment, the county treasurer shall seek reimbursement 

from the applicable local municipalities as appropriate. 

Sec. 1907.24. (A) Subject to division (C) of this section, a county court shall fix and tax fees 

and costs as follows: 
(1) The county court shall require an advance deposit for the filing of any new civil action or 

proceeding when required by division (C) of this section, subject to its waiver pursuant to that 
division, and, in all other cases, shall establish a schedule of fees and costs to be taxed in any civil or 

criminal action or proceeding. 
(2) The county court by rule may require an advance deposit for the filing of a civil action or 

proceeding and publication fees as provided in section 2701.09 of the Revised Code. The court shall 

waive an advance deposit requirement for a party that the court determines qualifies as an indigent 

litigant as set forth in section 2323 .311 of the Revised Code. 
(3) When a party demands a jury trial in a civil action or proceeding, the county court may 

require the party to make an advance deposit as fixed by rule of court, unless the court determines 

that the party qualifies as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323.311 of the Revised Code. If 
a jury is called, the county court shall tax the fees of a jury as costs. 

(4) In a civil or criminal action or proceeding, the county court shall fix the fees of witnesses 

in accordance with sections 2335.06 and 2335.08 of the Revised Code. 
(5) A county court may tax as part of the costs in a trial of the cause, in an amount fixed by 

rule of court, a reasonable charge for driving, towing, carting, storing, keeping, and preserving motor 

vehicles and other personal property recovered or seized in a proceeding. 

(6) The court shall preserve chattel property seized under a writ or process issued by the 

court pending final disposition for the benefit of all interested persons. The court may place the 
chattel property in storage when necessary or proper for its preservation. The custodian of chattel 

property so stored shall not be required to part with the possession of the property until a reasonable 

charge, to be fixed by the court, is paid. 
(7) The county court, as it determines, may refund all deposits and advance payments of fees 

and costs, including those for jurors and summoning jurors, when they have been paid by the losing 

party. 
(8) The court may tax as part of costs charges for the publication of legal notices required by 

statute or order of court, as provided by section 7 .13 of the Revised Code. 
(B)(l)(a) The county court may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, 

additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court including, but not 

limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the 
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or 
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dispute resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, 

acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule 
may charge a fee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each criminal cause, civil action 
or proceeding, or judgment by confession. Fees collected by a court for special projects of the court 

under tlris division shall not be used for training or education that takes place outside of the state. 

(b) If the county court offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the 
county court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court 
costs, to cover the special program or service. The county court shall adjust the special assessment 

periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the 
actual cost of providing the service or program. 

(c) Any fee or charge assessed under division (B)(l)(a) or (b) of this section on the filing of 

a civil action or proceeding shall be waived if the court determines that the person on whom the fee 

or charge is assessed qualifies as an indigent litigant as set forth in section 2323 .311 of the Revised 

Code. 

(d) All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county 
treasurer for deposit into either a general special projects fund or a fund established for a specific 

special project. Moneys from a fund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an 

amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated 
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established under division (B) of this section, 

the county court may order that moneys remaining in the fund be transferred to an account 
established under this division for a similar purpose. 

(2) As used in division (B) of this section: 
(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or 

subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea before 

disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple 
charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on a single summons, 
citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the same statute or 

ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each charge is filed on a separate 
summons, citation, or complaint. 

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil litigation that must be determined by 

judgment entry. 

(C) Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect in all its divisions 
except the small claims division the sum of twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees in each new 

civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal 
aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state public defender. 

Subject to division (E) of this section, the county court shall collect in its small claims division the 

sum of eleven dollars as additional filing fees in each new civil action or proceeding for the 
charitable public purpose of providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate within 
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the state and to support the office of the state public defender. This division does not apply to any 

execution on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-judgment proceeding arising 
out of a civil action. The filing fees required to be collected under this division shall be in addition to 

any other court costs imposed in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the 

filing of the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing fees 
in a new civil action or proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees in 

the action or proceeding for the party that the court determines is qualified as an indigent litigant as 

set forth in section 2323.311 of the Revised Code. All such moneys collected during a month except 
for an amount equal to up to one per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs 

shall be transmitted on or before the twentieth day of the following month by the clerk of the court 

to the treasurer of state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to 

justice foundation. The treasurer of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this 

division to the credit of the civil case filing fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised 
Code and ninety-six per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid 

fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code. 

The court may retain up t.o one per cent of the moneys it collects under this division to cover 
administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this 
division. If the court fails to transmit to the treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this 

division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to justice foundation, 
the court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this division to cover administrative costs, 

including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this division, and shall 
transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys collected under this division, including the forfeited 

amount retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid fund. 

(D) The county court shall establish by rule a schedule of fees for miscellaneous services 

performed by the county court or any of its judges in accordance with law. If judges of the court of 
common pleas perform similar services, the fees prescribed in the schedule shall not exceed the fees 

for those services prescribed by the court of common pleas. 
(E) Under the circumstances described in sections 2969 .21 to 2969 .27 of the Revised Code, 

the clerk of the county court shall charge the fees and perform the other duties specified in those 

sections. 
Sec. 2101.11. WfB(A)(l)(a) The probate judge shall have the care and custody of the files, 

papers, books, and records belonging to the probate court. The probate judge is authorized to 

perform the duties of clerk of the judge's court. The probate judge may appoint deputy clerks, court 
reporters, a bailiff, and any other necessary employees, each of whom shall take an oath of office 

before entering upon the duties of the employee's appointment and, when so qualified, may perform 
the duties appertaining to the office of clerk of the court. 

(b) Not later than eighteen months after the effective date of this amendment, the general 

docket of the probate court shall be available online on the clerk of court's web site for remote access 
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and printing by the public of the information in that docket. including all individual documents in 

each case file, pertaining to probate cases filed on or after the effective date of this amendment. 
Nothing in this division shall be construed as making available on)jne any of the following: 

(i) Internal documents such as notes. ele_ctronic mails. drafts, recommendations, advice, or 

research of juclicial officers and court staff: 
(ii) Any document or any infonnation in a case file the public access to which the court has 

ordered restricted under the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. 
(2)(a) The probate judge shall provide for one or more probate court investigators to perform 

the duties that are established for a probate court investigator by the Revised Code or the probate 
judge. The probate judge may provide for an investigator in any of the following manners, as the 

court determines is appropriate: 

(i) By appointing a person as a full-time or part-time employee of the probate court to serve 

as investigator, or by designating a current full-time or part-time employee of the probate court to 

serve as investigator; 
(ii) By contracting with a person to serve and be compensated as investigator only when 

needed by the probate court, as determined by the court, and by designating that person as a probate 
court investigator during the times when the person is performing the duties of an investigator for 

the court; 

(iii) By entering into an agreement with another department or agency of the county, 
including, but not limited to, the sheriffs department or the county department of job and family 

services, pursuant to which an employee of the other department or agency will serve and perform 
the duties of investigator for the court, upon request of the probate judge, and designating that 

employee as a probate court investigator during the times when the person is performing the duties 
of an investigator for the court. 

(b) Each person appointed or otherwise designated as a probate court investigator shall take 

an oath of office before entering upon the duties of the person's appointment. When so qualified, an 
investigator may perform the duties that are established for a probate court investigator by the 

Revised Code or the probate judge. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this division, a probate court investigator shall hold at 
least a bachelor's degree in social work, psychology, education, special education, or a related 

human services field. A probate judge may waive the education requirement of this division for a 

person the judge appoints or otherwise designates as a probate court investigator if the judge 
determines that the person has experience in family services work that is equivalent to the required 

education. 
(d) Within one year after appointment or designation, a probate court investigator shall 

attend an orientation course of at least six hours, and each calendar year after the calendar year of 

appointment or designation, a probate court investigator shall satisfactorily complete at least six 
hours of continuing education. 
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(e) For purposes of divisions (A)(4), (B), and (C) of this section, a person designated as a 
probate court investigator under division (A)(2)(a)(ii) or (iii) of this section shall be considered an 
appointee of the probate court at any time that the person is performing the duties established under 
the Revised Code or by the probate judge for a probate court investigator. 

(3)(a) The probate judge may provide for one or more persons to perform the duties of an 
assessor under sections 3107.031, 3107.032, 3107.082, 3107.09, 3107.101, and 3107.12 of the 
Revised Code or may enter into agreements with public children services agencies, private child 
placing agencies, or private noncustodial agencies under which the agency provides for one or more 
persons to perform the duties of an assessor. A probate judge who provides for an assessor shall do 
so in either of the following manners, as the judge considers appropriate: 

(i) By appointing a person as a full-time or part-time employee of the probate court to serve 

as assessor, or by designating a current full-time or part-time employee of the probate court to serve 
as assessor; 

(ii) By contracting with a person to serve and be compensated as assessor only when needed 
by the probate court, as determined by the court, and by designating that person as an assessor 
during the times when the person is performing the duties of an assessor for the court. 

(b) Each person appointed or designated as a probate court assessor shall take an oath of 
office before entering on the duties of the person's appointment. 

(c) A probate court assessor must meet the qualifications for an assessor established by 
section 3107.014 of the Revised Code. 

(d) A probate court assessor shall perform additional duties, including duties of an 
investigator under division (A)(2) of this section, when the probate judge assigns additional duties to 

the assessor. 
(e) For purposes of divisions (A)(4), (B), and (C) of this section, a person designated as a 

probate court assessor shall be considered an appointee of the probate court at any time that the 
person is performing assessor duties. 

(4) Each appointee of the probate judge may administer oaths in all cases when necessary, in 
the discharge of official duties. 

(B)(l)(a) Subject to the appropriation made by the board of county commissioners pursuant 
to this division, each appointee of a probate judge under division (A) of this section shall receive 
such compensation and expenses as the judge determines and shall serve during the pleasure of the 
judge. The compensation of each appointee shall be paid in semimonthly installments by the county 
treasurer from the county treasury, upon the warrants of the county auditor, certified to by the judge. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in the Revised Code, the total compensation paid to all 
appointees of the probate judge in any calendar year shall not exceed the total fees earned by the 
probate court during the preceding calendar year, unless the board of county commissioners 

approves otherwise. 
(2) The probate judge annually shall submit a written request for an appropriation to the 
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board of county commissioners that shall set forth estimated administrative expenses of the court, 
including the salaries of appointees as determined by the judge and any other costs, fees, and 

expenses, including, but not limited to, those enumerated in section 5123.96 of the Revised Code, 
that the judge considers reasonably necessary for the operation of the court. The board shall conduct 

a public hearing with respect to the written request submitted by the judge and shall appropriate such 
sum of money each year as it determines, after conducting the public hearing and considering the 

written request of the judge, is reasonably necessary to meet all the administrative expenses of the 

court, including the salaries of appointees as determined by the judge and any other costs, fees, and 
expenses, including, but not limited to, the costs, fees, and expenses enumerated in section 5123.96 

of the Revised Code. 
If the judge considers the appropriation made by the board pursuant to this division 

insufficient to meet all the administrative expenses of the court, the judge shall commence an action 

under Chapter 2731. of the Revised Code in the court of appeals for the judicial district for a 

determination of the duty of the board of county commissioners to appropriate the amount of money 
in dispute. The court of appeals shall give priority to the action filed by the probate judge over all 

cases pending on its docket. The burden shall be on the probate judge to prove that the appropriation 
requested is reasonably necessary to meet all administrative expenses of the court. If, prior to the 

filing of an action under Chapter 2731. of the Revised Code or during the pendency of the action, the 

judge exercises the judge's contempt power in order to obtain the sum of money in dispute, the judge 
shall not order the imprisonment of any member of the board of county commissioners 

notwithstanding sections 2705.02 to 2705.06 of the Revised Code. 
(C) The probate judge may require any of the judge's appointees to give bond in the sum of 

not less than one thousand dollars, conditioned for the honest and faithful performance of the 

appointee's duties. The sureties on the bonds shall be approved in the manner provided in section 

2101.03 of the Revised Code. 
The judge shall not be personally liable for the default, malfeasance, or nonfeasance of any 

appointee. 

All bonds required to be given in the probate court, on being accepted and approved by the 
probate judge, shall be filed in the judge's office. 

Sec. 2101.16. (A) Except as provided in section 2101.164 of the Revised Code, the fees 

enumerated in this division shall be charged and collected, if possible, by the probate judge and shall 
be in full for all services rendered in the respective proceedings: 

2 3 

A (1) Account, in addition to advertising charges 

B $12.00 
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C Waivers and proof of notice ofhearing on account, per page, minimum one 

dollar 

D $1.00 

E (2) Account of distribution, in addition to advertising charges 

F $7.00 

G (3) Adoption of child, petition for 

H $20.00 

I (4) Alter or cancel contract for sale or purchase ofreal property, complaint to 

J $20.00 

K (5) Application and order not otherwise provided for in this section or by rule 

adopted pursuant to division (E) of this section 

L $5.00 

M (6) Appropriation suit, per day, hearing in 

N $20.00 

0 (7) Birth, application for registration of 

p $7.00 

Q (8) Birth record, application to correct 

R $5.00 

s (9) Bond, application for new or additional 

T $5.00 

u (10) Bond, application for release of surety or reduction of 
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V $5.00 

w (11) Bond, receipt for securities deposited in lieu of 

X $5.00 

y (12) Certified copy ofjournal entry, record, or proceeding, per page, minimum 

fee one dollar 

z $1.00 

AA (13) Citation and issuing citation, application for 

AB $5.00 

AC (14) Change of name, petition for 

AD $20.00 

AE (15) Claim, application of administrator or executor for allowance of 

administrator's or executor's own 

AF $10.00 

AG (16) Claim, application to compromise or settle 

AH $10.00 

AI (17) Claim, authority to present 

AJ $10.00 

AK (18) Commissioner, appointment of 

AL $5.00 

AM (19) Compensation for extraordinary services and attorney's fees for fiduciary, 

application for 

AN $5.00 
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AO (20) Competency, application to procure adjudication of 

AP $20.00 

AQ (21) Complete contract, application to 

AR $10.00 

AS (22) Concealment of assets, citation for 

AT $10.00 

AU (23) Construction ofwill, complaint for 

AV $20.00 

AW (24) Continue decedent's business, application to 

AX $10.00 

AY Monthly reports of operation 

AZ $5.00 

BA (25) Declaratory judgment, complaint for 

BB $20.00 

BC (26) Deposit ofwill 

BD $5.00 

BE (27) Designation ofheir 

BF $20.00 

BG (28) Distribution in kind, application, assent, and order for 

BH $5.00 

BI (29) Distribution under section 2109.36 of the Revised Code, application for an 
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order of 

BJ $7.00 

BK (30) Docketing and indexing proceedings, including the filing and noting of all 

necessary documents, maximum fee, fifteen dollars 

BL $15.00 

BM (31) Exceptions to any proceeding named in this section, contest of 

appointment or 

BN $10.00 

BO (32) Election of surviving partner to purchase assets ofpartnership, proceedings 

relating to 

BP $10.00 

BQ (33) Election of surviving spouse under will 

BR $5.00 

BS (34) Fiduciary, including an assignee or trustee of an insolvent debtor or any 

guardian or conservator accountable to the probate court, appointment of 

BT $35.00 

BU (35) Foreign will, application to record 

BV $10.00 

BW Record of foreign will, additional, per page 

BX $1.00 

BY (36) Forms when supplied by the probate court, not to exceed 

BZ $10.00 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
744 

CA (37) Heirship, complaint to detennine 

CB $20.00 

cc (38) Injunction proceedings 

CD $20.00 

CE (39) Improve real property, petition to 

CF $20.00 

CG (40) Inventory with appraisement 

CH $10.00 

CI (41) Inventory without appraisement 

CJ $7.00 

CK (42) Investment or expenditure of funds, application for 

CL $10.00 

CM (43) Invest in real property, application to 

CN $10.00 

co (44) Lease for oil, gas, coal, or other mineral, petition to 

CP $20.00 

CQ (45) Lease or lease and improve real property, petition to 

CR $20.00 

cs (46) Marriage license 

CT $10.00 

cu Certified abstract of each marriage 
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CV $2.00 

cw (47) Minor or incompetent person, etc., disposal of estate under twenty-five 

thousand dollars of 

ex $10.00 

CY (48) Mortgage or mortgage and repair or improve real property, complaint to 

CZ $20.00 

DA (49) Newly discovered assets, report of 

DB $7.00 

DC (50) Nonresident executor or administrator to bar creditors' claims, proceedings 

by 

DD $20.00 

DE (51) Power of attorney or revocation ofpower, bonding company 

DF $10.00 

DG (52) Presumption of death, petition to establish 

DH $20.00 

DI (53) Probating will 

DJ $15.00 

DK Proof of notice to beneficiaries 

DL $5.00 

DM (54) Purchase personal property, application of surviving spouse to 

DN $10.00 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
746 

DO (55) Purchase real property at appraised value, petition of surviving spouse to 

DP $20.00 

DQ (56) Receipts in addition to advertising charges, application and order to record 

DR $5.00 

DS Record of those receipts, additional, per page 

DT $1.00 

DU (57) Record in excess of fifteen hundred words in any proceeding in the probate 

court, per page 

DV $1.00 

DW (58) Release of estate by mortgagee or other lienholder 

DX $5.00 

DY (59) Relieving an estate from administration under section 2113.03 of the 

Revised Code or granting an order for a summary release from 

administration under section 2113 .031 of the Revised Code 

DZ $60.00 

EA (60) Removal of fiduciary, application for 

EB $10.00 

EC (61) Requalification of executor or administrator 

ED $10.00 

EE (62) Resignation of fiduciary 

EF $5.00 

EG (63) Sale bill, public sale of personal property 
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EH $10.00 

EI (64) Sale ofpersonal property and report, application for 

EJ $10.00 

EK (65) Sale of real property, petition for 

EL $25.00 

EM (66) Terminate guardianship, petition to 

EN $10.00 

EO (67) Transfer of real property, application, entry, and certificate for 

EP $7.00 

EQ (68) Unclaimed money, application to invest 

ER $7.00 

ES (69) Vacate approval of account or order of distribution, motion to 

ET $10.00 

EU (70) Writ of execution 

EV $5.00 

EW (71) Writ of possession 

EX $5.00 

EY (72) Wrongful death, application and settlement of claim for 

EZ $20.00 

FA (73) Year's allowance, petition to review 

FB $7.00 
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FC (74) Guardian's report, filing and review of 

FD $5.00 

FE (75) Person with a mental illness subject to court order, filing of affidavit and 

proceedings for 

FF $25.00 

(B)(l) In relation to an application for the appointment of a guardian or the review of a 

report of a guardian under section 2111.49 of the Revised Code, the probate court, pursuant to court 
order or in accordance with a court rule, may direct that the applicant or the estate pay any or all of 

the expenses of an investigation conducted pursuant to section 2111.041 or division (A)(2) of 

section 2111.49 of the Revised Code. If the investigation is conducted by a public employee or 
investigator who is paid by the county, the fees for the investigation shall be paid into the county 

treasury. If the court finds that an alleged incompetent or a ward is indigent, the court may waive the 
costs, fees, and expenses of an investigation. 

(2) In relation to the appointment or functioning of a guardian for a minor or the 

guardianship of a minor, the probate court may direct that the applicant or the estate pay any or all of 
the expenses of an investigation conducted pursuant to section 2111.042 of the Revised Code. If the 

investigation is conducted by a public employee or investigator who is paid by the county, the fees 
for the investigation shall be paid into the county treasury. If the court finds that the guardian or 

applicant is indigent, the court may waive the costs, fees, and expenses of an investigation. 
(3) In relation to the filing of an affidavit of mental illness for a person with a mental illness 

subject to court order, the court may waive the fee under division (A)(75) of this section if the court 

finds that the affiant is indigent or for good cause shown. 
(C) Thirty dollars of the thirty-five-dollar fee collected pursuant to division (A)(34) of this 

section and twenty dollars of the sixty-dollar fee collected pursuant to division (A)(59) of this 

section shall be deposited by the county treasurer in the indigent guardianship fund created pursuant 
to section 2111. 51 of the Revised Code. 

(D) The fees of witnesses, jurors, sheriffs, coroners, and constables for services rendered in 

the probate court or by order of the probate judge shall be the same as provided for similar services 
in the court of common pleas. 

(E) The probate court, by rule, may require an advance deposit for costs, not to exceed one 

hundred twenty-five dollars, at the time application is made for an appointment as executor or 
administrator or at the time a will is presented for probate. 

(F)(l) The "putative father registry fund" is hereby created in the state treasury. The 

department ofjob aed family serviees children and youth shall use the money in the fund to fund the 
department's costs of performing its duties related to the putative father registry established under 
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section 3107 .062 of the Revised Code. 
(2) If the department determines that money in the putative father registry fund is more than 

is needed for its duties related to the putative father registry, the department may use the surplus 
moneys in the fund as permitted in division (D) of section 2151.3527 or section 5103.155 of the 

Revised Code. 
Sec. 2108.34. (A) There is hereby created in the state treasury the second chance trust fund. 

The fund shall consist of voluntary contributions deposited as provided in sections 4501.028 and 
4503.721 of the Revised Code. All 1A\1estme1H earnings of the firnd shall l:ie credited to the fund. 

(B) The director of health shall use the money in the fund only for the following purposes: 
(1) Development and implementation of a campaign that explains and promotes the second 

chance trust fund; 
(2) Development and implementation of local and statewide public education programs 

about organ, tissue, and eye donation, including the informational material required to be provided 
under section 4501.028 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Development and implementation of local and statewide donor awareness programs in 
schools; 

(4) Development and implementation of local and statewide programs to recognize donor 

families; 
(5) Development and distribution of materials promoting organ, tissue, and eye donation; 
(6) Cooperation with the Ohio Supreme Court, Ohio State Bar Association, and law schools 

of this state to more effectively educate attorneys about the donation of anatomical gifts and to 
encourage them to assist their clients in donating anatomical gifts through anatomical gift 
declarations, durable powers of attorney for health care, and any other appropriate means; 

(7) Cooperation with the state medical board, state medical, osteopathic, and 
ophthalmological associations, and colleges of medicine and osteopathic medicine in this state to 
more effectively educate physicians about the donation of anatomical gifts and to encourage them to 
assist their patients in making declarations of anatomical gifts; 

(8) Development of statewide hospital training programs to encourage and facilitate 
compliance with sections 2108.14 and 2108.15 of the Revised Code; 

(9) Reimbursement of the bureau of motor vehicles for the administrative costs incurred in 
the performance of duties under section 4501.028 of the Revised Code; 

(10) Reimbursement of the department of health for administrative costs incurred in the 
performance of duties under this section and section 2108.35 of the Revised Code; 

(11) Reimbursement of members of the second chance fund advisory committee for actual 
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official duties. 

(C) The director shall make the materials developed under division (B)(5) of this section 
available to other state agencies. 

(D) The director shall consider recommendations made by the second chance trust fund 
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advisory committee pursuant to section 2108.35 of the Revised Code. The director shall determine 
the appropriateness of and approve or disapprove projects recommended by the advisory committee 
for funding and approve or disapprove the disbursement of money from the second chance trust 
fund. 

Sec. 2151.27. (A)(l) Subject to division (A)(2) of this section, any person having knowledge 
of a child who appears to have violated section 2151.87 of the Revised Code or to be a juvenile 
traffic offender or to be an unruly, abused, neglected, or dependent child may file a sworn complaint 
with respect to that child in the juvenile court of the county in which the child has a residence or 
legal settlement or in which the violation, unruliness, abuse, neglect, or dependency allegedly 
occurred. If an alleged abused, neglected, or dependent child is taken into custody pursuant to 
division (D) of section 2151.31 of the Revised Code or is taken into custody pursuant to division (A) 

of section 2151.31 of the Revised Code without the filing of a complaint and placed into shelter care 
pursuant to division (C) of that section, a sworn complaint shall be filed with respect to the child 
before the end of the next day after the day on which the child was taken into custody. The sworn 
complaint may be upon information and belief, and, in addition to the allegation that the child 
committed the violation or is an unruly, abused, neglected, or dependent child, the complaint shall 
allege the particular facts upon which the allegation that the child committed the violation or is an 
unruly, abused, neglected, or dependent child is based. 

(2) Any person having knowledge of a child who appears to be an unruly child for being an 
habitual truant may file a sworn complaint with respect to that child and the parent, guardian, or 
other person having care of the child in the juvenile court of the county in which the child has a 
residence or legal settlement or in which the child is supposed to attend public school. The sworn 
complaint may be upon information and belief and shall contain the following allegations: 

(a) That the child is an unruly child for being an habitual truant and, in addition, the 
particular facts upon which that allegation is based; 

(b) That the parent, guardian, or other person having care of the child has failed to cause the 
child's attendance at school in violation of section 3321.38 of the Revised Code and, in addition, the 
particular facts upon which that allegation is based. 

(B) If a child, before arriving at the age of eighteen years, allegedly commits an act for 
which the child may be adjudicated an unruly child and if the specific complaint alleging the act is 
not filed or a hearing on that specific complaint is not held until after the child arrives at the age of 
eighteen years, the court has jurisdiction to hear and dispose of the complaint as if the complaint 
were filed and the hearing held before the child arrived at the age of eighteen years. 

(C) If the complainant in a case in which a child is alleged to be an abused, neglected, or 
dependent child desires permanent custody of the child or children, temporary custody of the child 
or children, whether as the preferred or an alternative disposition, or the placement of the child in a 
planned permanent living arrangement, the complaint shall contain a prayer specifically requesting 
permanent custody, temporary custody, or the placement of the child in a planned permanent living 
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arrangement. 
(D) Any person with standing under applicable law may file a complaint for the 

determination of any other matter over which the juvenile court is given jurisdiction by section 
2151.23 of the Revised Code. The complaint shall be filed in the county in which the child who is 
the subject of the complaint is found or was last known to be found. 

(E) A public children services agency, acting pursuant to a complaint or an action on a 
complaint filed under this section, is not subject to the requirements of section 3127.23 of the 
Revised Code. 

(F) Upon the filing of a complaint alleging that a child is an unruly child, the court may hold 
the complaint in abeyance pending the child's successful completion of actions that constitute a 
method to divert the child from the juvenile court system. The method may be adopted by a county 

pursuant to divisions (D) and (E) of section 121.37 of the Revised Code or it may be another method 
that the court considers satisfactory. If the child completes the actions to the court's satisfaction, the 
court may dismiss the complaint. If the child fails to complete the actions to the court's satisfaction, 
the court may consider the complaint. 

(G) Upon the filing of a complaint that a child is an unruly child that is based solely on a 
child being an habitual truant, the court shall consider an alternative to adjudication, including 
actions that constitute a method to divert the child from the juvenile court system, using the Rules of 
Juvenile Procedure, or by any other means if such an alternative is available to the court and the 
child has not already participated or failed to complete one of the available alternatives. The court 
shall consider the complaint only as a matter of last resort. 

(H) If a complaint that a child is an unruly child based on the child being an habitual truant 
proceeds to consideration by the court, the prosecution shall bear the burden of proving beyond a 
reasonable doubt the following: 

(1) That the child is of compulsory school age, as defined in section 3321.01 of the Revised 
Code; 

(2) That the child was absent without legitimate excuse for absence from the public school 
the child was supposed to attend for thirty or more consecutive hours, forty-two or more hours in 
one school month, or seventy-two or more hours in a school year. 

The child may assert as an affirmative defense the fact that the child did participate in, or 
made satisfactory progress on, the a.bseeee i:nter,.«ention plan any interventions or other alternatives 
to adjudication as described in di,..ision (C) of section 3321.191 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2151.311. (A) A person taking a child into custody shall, with all reasonable speed and 
in accordance with division (C) of this section, either: 

(1) Release the child to the child's parents, guardian, or other custodian, unless the child's 
detention or shelter care appears to be warranted or required as provided in section 2151.31 of the 
Revised Code; 

(2) Bring the child to the court or deliver the child to a place of detention or shelter care 
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designated by the court and promptly give notice thereof, together with a statement of the reason for 

taking the child into custody, to a parent, guardian, or other custodian and to the court. 

(B) If a parent, guardian, or other custodian fails, when requested by the court, to bring the 
child before the court as provided by this section, the court may issue its warrant directing that the 

child be taken into custody and brought before the court. 

(C)(l) Before taking any action required by division (A) of this section, a person taking a 

child into custody may hold the child for processing purposes in a county, multicounty, or municipal 

jail or workhouse, or other place where an adult convicted of crime, under arrest, or charged with 
crime is held for either of the following periods of time: 

(a) For a period not to exceed six hours, if all of the following apply: 

(i) The child is alleged to be a delinquent child for the commission of an act that would be a 

felony if committed by an adult; 
(ii) The child remains beyond the range of touch of all adult detainees; 

(iii) The child is visually supervised by jail or workhouse personnel at all times during the 

detention; 

(iv) The child is not handcuffed or otherwise physically secured to a stationary object during 
the detention. 

(b) For a period not to exceed three hours, if all of the following apply: 

(i) The child is alleged to be a delinquent child for the commission of an act that would be a 
misdemeanor if committed by an adult, is alleged to be a delinquent child for violating a court order 

regarding the child's adjudication as an unruly child for being an habitual truant, or is alleged to be 

an unruly child or a juvenile traffic offender; 
(ii) The child remains beyond the range of touch of all adult detainees; 

(iii) The child is visually supervised by jail or workhouse personnel at all times during the 

detention; 

(iv) The child is not handcuffed or otherwise physically secured to a stationary object during 
the detention. 

(2) If a child has been transferred to an adult court for prosecution for the alleged 
commission of a criminal offense, subsequent to the transfer, the child may be held as described in 

division (F) of section 2152.26 or division fRj.(Q of section 5120.16 of the Revised Code. 

(D) If a person who is alleged to be or has been adjudicated a delinquent child or who is in 

any other category of persons identified in this section is confined under authority of this section in a 
place specified in division (C) of this section, the fact of the person's admission to and confinement 

in that place is restricted as described in division (G) of section 2152.26 of the Revised Code. 

(E) As used in division (C)(l) of this section, "processing purposes" means all of the 
following: 

(1) Fingerprinting, photographing, or fingerprinting and photographing the child in a secure 

area of the facility; 
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(2) Interrogating the child, contacting the child's parent or guardian, arranging for placement 

of the child, or arranging for transfer or transferring the child, while holding the child in a nonsecure 
area of the facility. 

Sec. 2151.316. (A) The department of children and youth shall adopt rules in accordance 

with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish and enforce a foster youth bill of rights for 
individuals who are in the temporary or permanent custody of a public children services agency or a 
planned permanent living arrangement or in the Title IV-E eligible care and placement responsibility 

of a juvenile court or other governmental agency that provides Title IV-E reimbursable placement 
services and who are subject to out-of-home care or placed with a kinship caregiver as defined in 

section 5101.85 5180.50 of the Revised Code. 
(B) If the rights of an individual, as established under division (A) of this section, conflict 

with the rights of a resource family or resource caregiver, as established in section 5103 .163 of the 
Revised Code, the rights of the individual shall preempt the rights of the resource family or resource 
caregiver. 

(C) The rights established by rules under this section shall not create grounds for a civil 

action against the department, the recommending agency, or the custodial agency. 
Sec. 2151.356. (A) The records of a case in which a person was adjudicated a delinquent 

child for committing a violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, or 2907.02 of the Revised Code shall 

not be sealed under this section. 
(B)(l) The juvenile court shall promptly order the immediate sealing of records pertaining to 

a juvenile in any of the following circumstances: 

(a) If the court receives a record from a public office or agency under division (B){2) of this 
section; 

(b) If a person was brought before or referred to the court for allegedly committing a 

delinquent or unruly act and the case was resolved without the filing of a complaint against the 
person with respect to that act pursuant to section 2151.27 of the Revised Code; 

(c) If a person was charged with violating division (E)(1) of section 4301.69 of the Revised 

Code and the person has successfully completed a diversion program under division (E)(2)(a) of 
section 4301.69 of the Revised Code with respect to that charge; 

(d) If a complaint was filed against a person alleging that the person was a delinquent child, 

an unruly child, or a juvenile traffic offender and the court Elismisses does both of the following: 

(i) Dismisses the complaint after a trial on the merits of the case or finds the person not to be 
a delinquent child, an unruly child, or a juvenile traffic offender; 

(ii) Finds that the harm to the person alleged t0 be a delinquent child, an unruly child, or a 
juvenile traffic offender in having the records pertaining to the case disclosed is not outweighed by 
the potential benefits to the public in having access to those records. 

(e) Notwithstanding division (C) of this section and subject to section 2151.358 of the 
Revised Code, if a person has been adjudicated an unruly child,-that-and both of the following apply: 
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