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(i) The person has attained eighteen years of age, and the person is not under the jurisdiction 
of the court in relation to a complaint alleging the person to be a delinquent child. 

(ii) The court finds that the hanu to the person in having the records pertaining to the case 

disclosed is not outweighed by the potential benefits to the public in having access to those records. 

(2) The appropriate public office or agency shall immediately deliver all original records at 

that public office or agency pertaining to a juvenile to the court, if the person was arrested or taken 

into custody for allegedly committing a delinquent or unruly act, no complaint was filed against the 
person with respect to the commission of the act pursuant to section 2151.27 of the Revised Code, 

and the person was not brought before or referred to the court for the commission of the act. The 

records delivered to the court as required under this division shall not include fingerprints, DNA 

specimens, and DNA records described under division (A)(3) of section 2151.357 of the Revised 

Code. 

(C)(l) The juvenile court shall consider the sealing of records pertaining to a juvenile upon 
the court's own motion or upon the application of a person if the person has been adjudicated a 

delinquent child for committing an act other than a violation of section 2903.01 , 2903 .02, or 2907.02 

of the Revised Code, an unruly child, or a juvenile traffic offender and if, at the time of the motion 
or application, the person is not under the jurisdiction of the court in relation to a complaint alleging 

the person to be a delinquent child. The court shall not require a fee for the filing of the application. 

The motion or application may be made on or after the time specified in whichever of the following 

is applicable: 
(a) If the person is under eighteen years of age, at any time after six months after any of the 

following events occur: 
(i) The termination of any order made by the court in relation to the adjudication; 

(ii) The unconditional discharge of the person from the department of youth services with 

respect to a dispositional order made in relation to the adjudication or from an institution or facility 

to which the person was committed pursuant to a dispositional order made in relation to the 
adjudication; 

(iii) The court enters an order under section 2152.84 or 2152.85 of the Revised Code that 
contains a determination that the child is no longer a juvenile offender registrant. 

(b) If the person is eighteen years of age or older, at any time after the later of the following: 

(i) The person's attainment of eighteen years of age; 
(ii) The occurrence of any event identified in divisions (C)(l)(a)(i) to (iii) of this section. 

(2) In making the determination whether to seal records pursuant to division (C)(l) of this 

section, all of the following apply: 
(a) The court may require a person filing an application under division (C)(l) of this section 

to submit any relevant documentation to support the application. 

(b) The court may cause an investigation to be made to determine if the person who is the 
subject of the proceedings has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory degree. 
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(c) The court shall promptly, but not less than thirty days prior to the hearing, notify the 
prosecuting attorney of any proceedings to seal records initiated pursuant to division (C)(l) of this 
section. The prosecutor shall provide timely notice to a victim and a victim's representative, if 
applicable, if the victim or victim's representative requested notice of the proceedings in the 
underlying case. 

(d)(i) The prosecuting attorney may file a response with the court within thirty days of 
receiving notice of the sealing proceedings. 

(ii) If the prosecuting attorney does not file a response with the court or if the prosecuting 
attorney files a response but indicates that the prosecuting attorney does not object to the sealing of 
the records, the court may order the records of the person that are under consideration to be sealed 
without conducting a hearing on the motion or application. If the court decides in its discretion to 
conduct a hearing on the motion or application, the court shall conduct the hearing within thirty days 
after making that decision and shall give notice, by regular mail, of the date, time, and location of 
the hearing to the prosecuting attorney and to the person who is the subject of the records under 
consideration. The victim, the victim's representative, and the victim's attorney, if applicable, may be 
present and heard orally, in writing, or both at any hearing under this division. The court shall 
consider the oral and written statement of any victim, victim's representative, and victim's attorney, 

if applicable. 
(iii) If the prosecuting attorney files a response with the court that indicates that the 

prosecuting attorney objects to the sealing of the records, the court shall conduct a hearing on the 
motion or application within thirty days after the court receives the response. The court shall give 
notice, by regular mail, of the date, time, and location of the hearing to the prosecuting attorney and 
to the person who is the subject of the records under consideration. The victim, the victim's 
representative, and the victim's attorney, if applicable, may be present and heard orally, in writing, 
or both at any hearing under this division. The court shall consider the oral and written statement of 
any victim, victim's representative, and victim's attorney, if applicable. 

(e) After conducting a hearing in accordance with division (C)(2)(d) of this section or after 
due consideration when a hearing is not conducted, except as provided in division (B)(l )( c) of this 
section, the court may order the records of the person that are the subject of the motion or 
application to be sealed if it finds that the person has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory degree. In 
determining whether the person has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory degree, the court may 
consider all of the following: 

(i) The age of the person; 
(ii) The nature of the case; 
(iii) The cessation or continuation of delinquent, unruly, or criminal behavior; 
(iv) The education and employment history of the person; 
(v) The granting of a new tier classification or declassification from the juvenile offender 

registry pursuant to section 2152.85 of the Revised Code, except for public registry-qualified 
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juvenile offender registrants; 
(vi) Any other circumstances that may relate to the rehabilitation of the person who is the 

subject of the records under consideration. 
(D)(l)(a) The juvenile court shall provide verbal notice to a person whose records are sealed 

under division (B) of this section, if that person is present in the court at the time the court issues a 
sealing order, that explains what sealing a record means, states that the person may apply to have 
those records expunged under section 2151.358 of the Revised Code, and explains what expunging a 

record means. 
(b) The juvenile court shall provide written notice to a person whose records are sealed 

under division (B) of this section by regular mail to the person's last known address, if that person is 
not present in the court at the time the court issues a sealing order and if the court does not seal the 

person's record upon the court's own motion, that explains what sealing a record means, states that 

the person may apply to have those records expunged under section 2151.358 of the Revised Code, 
and explains what expunging a record means. 

(2) Upon final disposition of a case in which a person has been adjudicated a delinquent 

child for committing an act other than a violation of section 2903.01, 2903.02, or 2907.02 of the 
Revised Code, an unruly child, or a juvenile traffic offender, the juvenile court shall provide written 

notice to the person that does all of the following: 
(a) States that the person may apply to the court for an order to seal the record; 
(b) Explains what sealing a record means; 
(c) States that the person may apply to the court for an order to expunge the record under 

section 2151.358 of the Revised Code; 
(d) Explains what expunging a record means. 
(3) The department of youth services and any other institution or facility that unconditionally 

discharges a person who has been adjudicated a delinquent child, an unruly child, or a juvenile 

traffic offender shall immediately give notice of the discharge to the court that committed the 

person. The court shall note the date of discharge on a separate record of discharges of those natures. 
Sec. 2151.3527. (A) The director of children and youth shall promulgate forms designed to 

gather pertinent medical information concerning a deserted child and the child's parents. The forms 
shall clearly and unambiguously state on each page that the information requested is to facilitate 

medical care for the child, that the forms may be fully or partially completed or left blank, that 

completing the forms or parts of the forms is completely voluntary, and that no adverse legal 

consequence will result from failure to complete any part of the forms. 
(B) The director shall promulgate written materials to be made available to the parents of a 

child delivered pursuant to section 2151.3516 of the Revised Code. The materials shall describe 
services available to assist parents and newborns and shall include information directly relevant to 

situations that might cause parents to desert a child and information on the procedures for a person 

to follow in order to reunite with a child the person delivered under section 2151.3516 of the 
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Revised Code, including notice that the person will be required to submit to a DNA test, at that 
person's expense, to prove that the person is the parent of the child. 

(C) The director of job and family ser.·ices children and youth shall distribute the medical 

information forms and written materials promulgated pursuant to this section to all of the following: 

(1) Entities permitted to receive a deserted child as specified in section 2151.3517 of the 

Revised Code; 
(2) Public children services agencies; 
(3) Other public or private agencies that, in the discretion of the director, are best able to 

disseminate the forms and materials to the persons who are most in need of the forms and materials. 
(D) If the department ofjob aad family services determines that money in the putative father 

registry fund created under section 2101.16 of the Revised Code is more than is needed for its duties 

related to the putative father registry, the department may use surplus moneys in the fund for costs 

related to the development, distribution, and publication of forms and materials promulgated 

pursuant to divisions (A) and (B) of this section. 
(E) The department of job and family ser.·ioes shall develop an educational plan, in 

collaboration with the Ohio family and children first cabinet council, for informing at-risk 
populations who are most likely to voluntarily deliver a child under section 2151.3516 of the 

Revised Code concerning the provisions of sections 2151.3515 to 2151.3533 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 2151.416. (A) Each agency that is required by section 2151.412 of the Revised Code to 

prepare a case plan for a child shall complete a semiannual administrative review of the case plan no 

later than six months after the earlier of the date on which the complaint in the case was filed or the 

child was first placed in shelter care. After the first administrative review, the agency shall complete 
semiannual administrative reviews no later than every six months. If the court issues an order 

pursuant to section 2151.414 or 2151.415 of the Revised Code, the agency shall complete an 

administrative review no later than six months after the court's order and continue to complete 

administrative reviews no later than every six months after the first review, except that the court 
hearing held pursuant to section 2151.417 of the Revised Code may take the place of any 

administrative review that would otherwise be held at the time of the court hearing. When 
conducting a review, the child's health and safety shall be the paramount concern. 

(B) Each administrative review required by division (A) of this section shall be conducted by 

a review panel of at least three persons, including, but not limited to, both of the following: 
(1) A caseworker with day-to-day responsibility for, or familiarity with, the management of 

the child's case plan; 
(2) A person who is not responsible for the management of the child's case plan or for the 

delivery of services to the child or the parents, guardian, or custodian of the child. 

(C) Each semiannual administrative review shall include, but not be limited to, a joint 

meeting by the review panel with the parents, guardian, or custodian of the child, the guardian ad 

!item of the child, and the child's foster care provider and shall include an opportunity for those 
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persons to submit any written materials to be included in the case record of the child. If a parent, 
guardian, custodian, guardian ad litem, or foster care provider of the child cannot be located after 
reasonable efforts to do so or declines to participate in the administrative review after being 
contacted, the agency does not have to include them in the joint meeting. 

(D) The agency shall prepare a written summary of the semiannual administrative review 
that shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

(1) A conclusion regarding the safety and appropriateness of the child's foster care 
placement; 

(2) The extent of the compliance with the case plan of all parties; 
(3) The extent of progress that has been made toward alleviating the circumstances that 

required the agency to assume temporary custody of the child; 

(4) An estimated date by which the child may be returned to and safely maintained in the 
child's home or placed for adoption or legal custody; 

(5) An updated case plan that includes any changes that the agency is proposing in the case 
plan; 

(6) The recommendation of the agency as to which agency or person should be given 
custodial rights over the child for the six-month period after the administrative review; 

(7) The names of all persons who participated in the administrative review; 
(8) A summary of the agency's intensive efforts to secure a placement with an appropriate 

and willing kinship caregiver as defined in section 5101.85 5 I 80.50 of the Revised Code, including 
any use of search technology to find biological family members of the child and all other efforts 
undertaken since the last review, unless a court has determined that intensive efforts are unnecessary 
pursuant to section 2151.4118 of the Revised Code. 

(E) The agency shall file the summary with the court no later than seven days after the 
completion of the administrative review. If the agency proposes a change to the case plan as a result 
of the administrative review, the agency shall file the proposed change with the court at the time it 
files the summary. The agency shall give notice of the summary and proposed change in writing 
before the end of the next day after filing them to all parties and the child's guardian ad litem. All 
parties and the guardian ad litem shall have seven days after the date the notice is sent to object to 
and request a hearing on the proposed change. 

(1) If the court receives a timely request for a hearing, the court shall schedule a hearing 
pursuant to section 2151.417 of the Revised Code to be held not later than thirty days after the court 
receives the request. The court shfi11 give notice of the date, time, and location of the hearing to all 
parties and the guardian ad litem. The agency may implement the proposed change after the hearing, 
if the court approves it. The agency shall not implement the proposed change unless it is approved 
by the court. 

(2) If the court does not receive a timely request for a hearing, the court may approve the 
proposed change without a hearing. If the court approves the proposed change without a hearing, it 
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shall journalize the case plan with the change not later than fourteen days after the change is filed 

with the court. If the court does not approve the proposed change to the case plan, it shall schedule a 

review hearing to be held pursuant to section 2151.417 of the Revised Code no later than thirty days 
after the expiration of the fourteen-day time period and give notice of the date, time, and location of 

the hearing to all parties and the guardian ad litem of the child. If, despite the requirements of this 
division and division (D) of section 2151.417 of the Revised Code, the court neither approves and 

journalizes the proposed change nor conducts a hearing, the agency may implement the proposed 

change not earlier than fifteen days after it is submitted to the court. 
(F) The director of children and youth may adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code for procedures and standard forms for conducting administrative reviews pursuant to 

this section. 

(G) The juvenile court that receives the written summary of the administrative review, upon 

determining, either from the written summary, case plan, or otherwise, that the custody or care 
arrangement is not in the best interest of the child, may terminate the custody of an agency and place 

the child in the custody of another institution or association certified by the department of children 

and youth under section 5103 .03 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 2151.4115. fAt-As used in sections 2151.4116 to 2151.4122 of the Revised Code: 

fl-t-(A)_"Kinship caregiver" has the same meaning as used in section 5101.85 5180.50 of the 

Revised Code. 
~illl."Search technology" means any locate-and-research tool, search engine, electronic 

database, or social media search tool available to a public children services agency or a private child 

placing agency. 
Sec. 2151.421. (A)(l)(a) No person described in division (A)(l)(b) of this section who is 

acting in an official or professional capacity and knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect based on 

facts that would cause a reasonable person in a similar position to suspect, that a child under 
eighteen years of age, or a person under twenty-one years of age with a developmental disability or 

physical impairment, has suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or mental wound, 
injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the child shall 

fail to immediately report that knowledge or reasonable cause to suspect to the entity or persons 

specified in this division. Except as otherwise provided in this division or section 5120.173 of the 

Revised Code, the person making the report shall make it to the public children services agency or a 

peace officer in the county in which the child resides or in which the abuse or neglect is occurring or 
has occurred. If the person making the report is a peace officer, the officer shall make it to the public 

children services agency in the county in which the child resides or in which the abuse or neglect is 
occurring or has occurred. In the circumstances described in section 5120 .173 of the Revised Code, 

the person making the report shall make it to the entity specified in that section. 

(b) Division (A)(l)(a) of this section applies to any person who is an attorney; health care 
professional; practitioner of a limited branch of medicine as specified in section 4731.15 of the 
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Revised Code; licensed school psychologist; independent marriage and family therapist or marriage 
and family therapist; coroner; administrator or employee of a child care center; administrator or 

employee of a residential camp, child day camp, or private, nonprofit therapeutic wilderness camp; 
administrator or employee of a certified child care agency or other public or private children services 

agency; school teacher; school employee; school authority; peace officer; humane society agent; dog 

warden, deputy dog warden, or other person appointed to act as an animal control officer for a 

municipal corporation or township in accordance with state law, an ordinance, or a resolution; 
person, other than a cleric, rendering spiritual treatment through prayer in accordance with the tenets 
of a well-recognized religion; employee of a county department of job and family services who is a 

professional and who works with children and families; employee of an entity that provides home 

visiting services under the help me grow program established by the department of children and 

youth pursuant to section 5180.21 of the Revised Code; superintendent or regional administrator 

employed by the department of youth services; superintendent, board member, or employee of a 

county board of developmental disabilities; investigative agent contracted with by a county board of 
developmental disabilities; employee of the department of developmental disabilities; employee of a 

facility or home that provides respite care in accordance with section 5123.171 of the Revised Code; 
employee of an entity that provides homemaker services; employee of a qualified organization as 

defined in section 2151.90 of the Revised Code; a host family as defined in section 2151.90 of the 

Revised Code; foster caregiver; a person performing the duties of an assessor pursuant to Chapter 
3107. or 5103. of the Revised Code; third party employed by a public children services agency to 

assist in providing child or family related services; court appointed special advocate; or guardian ad 

litem. 
(c) If two or more health care professionals, after providing health care services to a child, 

determine or suspect that the child has been or is being abused or neglected, the health care 

professionals may designate one of the health care professionals to report the abuse or neglect. A 

single report made under this division shall meet the reporting requirements of division (A)(l) of 

this section. 
(2) Except as provided in division (A)(3) of this section, an attorney, physician, or advanced 

practice registered nurse is not required to make a report pursuant to division (A)(l) of this section 
concerning any communication the attorney, physician, or advanced practice registered nurse 

receives from a client or patient in an attorney-client, physician-patient, or advanced practice 

registered nurse-patient relationship, if, in accordance with division (A) or (B) of section 2317.02 of 
the Revised Code, the attorney, physician, or Rdv1-mc.r.c1 prnctice registered nurse could not testify 

with respect to that communication in a civil or criminal proceeding. 
(3) The client or patient in an attorney-client, physician-patient, or advanced practice 

registered nurse-patient relationship described in division (A)(2) of this section is deemed to have 

waived any testimonial privilege under division (A) or (B) of section 2317.02 of the Revised Code 

with respect to any communication the attorney, physician, or advanced practice registered nurse 
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receives from the client or patient in that relationship, and the attorney, physician, or advanced 

practice registered nurse shall make a report pursuant to division (A)(l) of this section with respect 
to that communication, if all of the following apply: 

(a) The client or patient, at the time of the communication, is a child under eighteen years of 

age or is a person under twenty-one years of age with a developmental disability or physical 

impairment. 
(b) The attorney, physician, or advanced practice registered nurse knows, or has reasonable 

cause to suspect based on facts that would cause a reasonable person in similar position to suspect 
that the client or patient has suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or mental wound, 

injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the client or 

patient. 
(c) The abuse or neglect does not arise out of the client's or patient's attempt to have an 

abortion without the notification of her parents, guardian, or custodian in accordance with section 

2151.85 of the Revised Code. 
(4)(a) No cleric and no person, other than a volunteer, designated by any church, religious 

society, or faith acting as a leader, official, or delegate on behalf of the church, religious society, or 
faith who is acting in an official or professional capacity, who knows, or has reasonable cause to 

believe based on facts that would cause a reasonable person in a similar position to believe, that a 

child under eighteen years of age, or a person under twenty-one years of age with a developmental 
disability or physical impairment, has suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or mental 

wound, injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the 
child, and who knows, or has reasonable cause to believe based on facts that would cause a 

reasonable person in a similar position to believe, that another cleric or another person, other than a 

volunteer, designated by a church, religious society, or faith acting as a leader, official, or delegate 

on behalf of the church, religious society, or faith caused, or poses the threat of causing, the wound, 
injury, disability, or condition that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect shall fail to immediately 

report that knowledge or reasonable cause to believe to the entity or persons specified in this 

division. Except as provided in section 5120.173 of the Revised Code, the person making the report 
shall make it to the public children services agency or a peace officer in the county in which the 

child resides or in which the abuse or neglect is occurring or has occurred. In the circumstances 

described in section 5120.173 of the Revised Code, the person making the report shall make it to the 

entity specified in that section. 
(b) Except as provided in division (A)( 4 )( c) of this section, a cleric is not required to make a 

report pursuant to division (A)(4)(a) of this section concerning any communication the cleric 

receives from a penitent in a cleric-penitent relationship, if, in accordance with division (C) of 

section 2317 .02 of the Revised Code, the cleric could not testify with respect to that communication 

in a civil or criminal proceeding. 
(c) The penitent in a cleric-penitent relationship described in division (A)(4)(b) of this 
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section is deemed to have waived any testimonial privilege under division (C) of section 2317.02 of 
the Revised Code with respect to any communication the cleric receives from the penitent in that 
cleric-penitent relationship, and the cleric shall make a report pursuant to division (A)(4)(a) of this 
section with respect to that communication, if all of the following apply: 

(i) The penitent, at the time of the communication, is a child under eighteen years of age or 
is a person under twenty-one years of age with a developmental disability or physical impairment. 

(ii) The cleric knows, or has reasonable cause to believe based on facts that would cause a 
reasonable person in a similar position to believe, as a result of the communication or any 
observations made during that communication, the penitent has suffered or faces a threat of suffering 
any physical or mental wound, injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates 
abuse or neglect of the penitent. 

(iii) The abuse or neglect does not arise out of the penitent's attempt to have an abortion 
performed upon a child under eighteen years of age or upon a person under twenty-one years of age 
with a developmental disability or physical impainnent without the notification of her parents, 
guardian, or custodian in accordance with section 2151.85 of the Revised Code. 

(d) Divisions (A)(4)(a) and (c) of this section do not apply in a cleric-penitent relationship 
when the disclosure of any communication the cleric receives from the penitent is in violation of the 
sacred trust. 

(e) As used in divisions (A)(l) and (4) of this section, "cleric" and "sacred trust" have the 
same meanings as in section 2317. 02 of the Revised Code. 

(B) Anyone who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect based on facts that would cause a 
reasonable person in similar circumstances to suspect, that a child under eighteen years of age, or a 
person under twenty-one years of age with a developmental disability or physical impairment, has 
suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or mental wound, injury, disability, or other 
condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the child may report or cause 
reports to be made of that knowledge or reasonable cause to suspect to the entity or persons 
specified in this division. Except as provided in section 5120.173 of the Revised Code, a person 
making a report or causing a report to be made under this division shall make it or cause it to be 
made to the public children services agency or to a peace officer. In the circumstances described in 
section 5120.173 of the Revised Code, a person making a report or causing a report to be made 
under this division shall make it or cause it to be made to the entity specified in that section. 

(C) Any report made pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section shall be made forthwith 
either by telephone, in person, or ele~tronically anci shall he followed by a written report, if 
requested by the receiving agency or officer. The written report shall contain: 

(1) The names and addresses of the child and the child's parents or the person or persons 
having custody of the child, if known; 

(2) The child's age and the nature and extent of the child's injuries, abuse, or neglect that is 
known or reasonably suspected or believed, as applicable, to have occurred or of the threat of injury, 
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abuse, or neglect that is known or reasonably suspected or believed, as applicable, to exist, including 

any evidence of previous injuries, abuse, or neglect; 

(3) Any other information, including, but not limited to, results and reports of any medical 
examinations, tests, or procedures performed under division (D) of this section, that might be helpful 

in establishing the cause of the injury, abuse, or neglect that is known or reasonably suspected or 

believed, as applicable, to have occurred or of the threat of injury, abuse, or neglect that is known or 

reasonably suspected or believed, as applicable, to exist. 

(D)(l) Any person, who is required by division (A) of this section to report child abuse or 

child neglect that is known or reasonably suspected or believed to have occurred, may take or cause 
to be taken color photographs of areas of trauma visible on a child and, if medically necessary for 

the purpose of diagnosing or treating injuries that are suspected to have occurred as a result of child 

abuse or child neglect, perform or cause to be performed radiological examinations and any other 

medical examinations of, and tests or procedures on, the child. 
(2) The results and any available reports of examinations, tests, or procedures made under 

division (D)(l) of this section shall be included in a report made pursuant to division (A) of this 

section. Any additional reports of examinations, tests, or procedures that become available shall be 
provided to the public children services agency, upon request. 

(3) If a health care professional provides health care services in a hospital, children's 

advocacy center, or emergency medical facility to a child about whom a report has been made under 
division (A) of this section, the health care professional may take any steps that are reasonably 

necessary for the release or discharge of the child to an appropriate environment. Before the child's 
release or discharge, the health care professional may obtain information, or consider information 

obtained, from other entities or individuals that have knowledge about the child. Nothing in division 
(D)(3) of this section shall be construed to alter the responsibilities of any person under sections 

2151.27 and 2151.31 of the Revised Code. 
(4) A health care professional may conduct medical examinations, tests, or procedures on the 

siblings of a child about whom a report has been made under division (A) of this section and on 
other children who reside in the same home as the child, if the professional determines that the 

examinations, tests, or procedures are medically necessary to diagnose or treat the siblings or other 

children in order to determine whether reports under division (A) of this section are warranted with 
respect to such siblings or other children. The results of the examinations, tests, or procedures on the 

siblings and other children may be included in a report made pursuant to division (A) of this section. 

(S) Meciical examinations, tests, or procedures conducted under divisions (D)(l) and (4) of 
this section and decisions regarding the release or discharge of a child under division (D)(3) of this 
section do not constitute a law enforcement investigation or activity. 

(E)(l) When a peace officer receives a report made pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this 

section, upon receipt of the report, the peace officer who receives the report shall refer the report to 
the appropriate public children services agency, in accordance with requirements specified under 
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division (B)( 6) of section 2151.4221 of the Revised Code, unless an arrest is made at the time of the 
report that results in the appropriate public children services agency being contacted concerning the 

possible abuse or neglect of a child or the possible threat of abuse or neglect of a child. 
(2) When a public children services agency receives a report pursuant to this division or 

division (A) or (B) of this section, upon receipt of the report, the public children services agency 
shall do all of the following: 

(a) Comply with section 2151.422 of the Revised Code; 

(b) If the county served by the agency is also served by a children's advocacy center and the 

report alleges sexual abuse of a child or another type of abuse of a child that is specified in the 
memorandum of understanding that creates the center as being within the center's jurisdiction, 

comply regarding the report with the protocol and procedures for referrals and investigations, with 

the coordinating activities, and with the authority or responsibility for performing or providing 

functions, activities, and services stipulated in the interagency agreement entered into under section 

2151.428 of the Revised Code relative to that center; 
(c) Unless an arrest is made at the time of the report that results in the appropriate law 

enforcement agency being contacted concerning the possible abuse or neglect of a child or the 
possible threat of abuse or neglect of a child, and in accordance with requirements specified under 

division (B)(6) of section 2151.4221 of the Revised Code, notify the appropriate law enforcement 

agency of the report, if the public children services agency received either of the following: 

(i) A report of abuse of a child; 
(ii) A report of neglect of a child that alleges a type of neglect identified by the department 

of children and youth in rules adopted under division (L )(2) of this section. 

(F) No peace officer shall remove a child about whom a report is made pursuant to this 

section from the child's parents, stepparents, or guardian or any other persons having custody of the 

child without consultation with the public children services agency, unless, in the judgment of the 
officer, and, if the report was made by a physician or advanced practice registered nurse, the 

physician or nurse, immediate removal is considered essential to protect the child from further abuse 

or neglect. The agency that must be consulted shall be the agency conducting the investigation of the 
report as determined pursuant to section 2151.422 of the Revised Code. 

(G)(l) Except as provided in section 2151.422 of the Revised Code or in an interagency 

agreement entered into under section 2151.428 of the Revised Code that applies to the particular 

report, the public children services agency shall investigate, within twenty-four hours, each report of 
r.hilc1 11hm,P. or c:hilci neglect that is known or reasonably suspected or believed to have occurred and 

of a threat of child abuse or child neglect that is known or reasonably suspected or believed to exist 
that is referred to it under this section to determine the circumstances surrounding the injuries, 

abuse, or neglect or the threat of injury, abuse, or neglect, the cause of the injuries, abuse, neglect, or 

threat, and the person or persons responsible. The investigation shall be made in cooperation with 
the law enforcement agency and in accordance with the memorandum of understanding prepared 
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under sections 2151.4220 to 2151.4234 of the Revised Code. A representative of the public children 

services agency shall, at the time of initial contact with the person subject to the investigation, 
inform the person of the specific complaints or allegations made against the person. The information 
shall be given in a manner that is consistent with division (1)(1) of this section and protects the rights 

of the person making the report under this section. 
A failure to make the investigation in accordance with the memorandum is not grounds for, 

and shall not result in, the dismissal of any charges or complaint arising from the report or the 
suppression of any evidence obtained as a result of the report and does not give, and shall not be 
construed as giving, any rights or any grounds for appeal or post-conviction relief to any person. The 

public children services agency shall report each case to the uniform statewide automated child 
welfare information system that the department of children and youth shall maintain in accordance 

with section 5101.13 5180.40 of the Revised Code. The public children services agency shall submit 
a report of its investigation, in writing, to the law enforcement agency. 

(2) The public children services agency shall make any recommendations to the county 
prosecuting attorney or city director of law that it considers necessary to protect any children that are 

brought to its attention. 
(H)(l)(a) Except as provided in divisions (H)(l)(b) and (1)(3) of this section, any person, 

health care professional, hospital, institution, school, health department, or agency shall be immune 
from any civil or criminal liability for injury, death, or loss to person or property that otherwise 

might be incurred or imposed as a result of any of the following: 
(i) Participating in the making of reports pursuant to division (A) of this section or in the 

making ofreports in good faith, pursuant to division (B) of this section; 

(ii) Participating in medical examinations, tests, or procedures under division (D) of this 

section; 
(iii) Providing information used in a report made pursuant to division (A) of this section or 

providing information in good faith used in a report made pursuant to division (B) of this section; 
(iv) Participating in a judicial proceeding resulting from a report made pursuant to division 

(A) of this section or participating in good faith in a proceeding resulting from a report made 

pursuant to division (B) of this section. 
(b) Immunity under division (H)(l)(a)(ii) of this section shall not apply when a health care 

provider has deviated from the standard of care applicable to the provider's profession. 

(c) Notwithstanding section 4731.22 of the Revised Code, the physician-patient privilege 

shall not be a ground for excluding eviclenc.e ree;anling a child's injuries, abuse, or neglect, or the 
cause of the injuries, abuse, or neglect in any judicial proceeding resulting from a report submitted 

pursuant to this section. 
(2) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding in which it is alleged and proved that 

participation in the making of a report under this section was not in good faith or participation in a 

judicial proceeding resulting from a report made under this section was not in good faith, the court 
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shall award the prevailing party reasonable attorney's fees and costs and, if a civil action or 

proceeding is voluntarily dismissed, may award reasonable attorney's fees and costs to the party 
against whom the civil action or proceeding is brought. 

(1)(1) Except as provided in divisions (1)(4) and (N) of this section and sections 2151.423 

and 2151.4210 of the Revised Code, a report made under this section is confidential. The 
information provided in a report made pursuant to this section and the name of the person who made 

the report shall not be released for use, and shall not be used, as evidence in any civil action or 
proceeding brought against the person who made the report. Nothing in this division shall preclude 

the use of reports of other incidents of known or suspected abuse or neglect in a civil action or 
proceeding brought pursuant to division (M) of this section against a person who is alleged to have 

violated division (A)( 1) of this section, provided that any information in a report that would identify 

the child who is the subject of the report or the maker of the report, if the maker of the report is not 

the defendant or an agent or employee of the defendant, has been redacted. In a criminal proceeding, 

the report is admissible in evidence in accordance with the Rules of Evidence and is subject to 

discovery in accordance with the Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
(2)(a) Except as provided in division (I)(2)(b) of this section, no person shall permit or 

encourage the unauthorized dissemination of the contents of any report made under this section. 

(b) A health care professional that obtains the same information contained in a report made 
under this section from a source other than the report may disseminate the information, if its 

dissemination is otherwise permitted by law. 
(3) A person who knowingly makes or causes another person to make a false report under 

division (B) of this section that alleges that any person has committed an act or omission that 

resulted in a child being an abused child or a neglected child is guilty of a violation of section 

2921.14 of the Revised Code. 
(4) If a report is made pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section and the child who is the 

subject of the report dies for any reason at any time after the report is made, but before the child 

attains eighteen years of age, the public children services agency or peace officer to which the report 
was made or referred, on the request of the child fatality review board, the suicide fatality review 

committee, or the director of health pursuant to guidelines established under section 3701. 70 of the 
Revised Code, shall submit a summary sheet of information providing a summary of the report to 

the review board or review committee of the county in which the deceased child resided at the time 
of death or to the director. On the request of the review board, review committee, or director, the 

;;igency or peace officer may, at its discretion, make the report available to the review board, review 
committee, or director. If the county served by the public children services agency is also served by 
a children's advocacy center and the report of alleged sexual abuse of a child or another type of 
abuse of a child is specified in the memorandum of understanding that creates the center as being 

within the center's jurisdiction, the agency or center shall perform the duties and functions specified 

in this division in accordance with the interagency agreement entered into under section 2151.428 of 
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the Revised Code relative to that advocacy center. 
(5) Not later than five business days after the determination of a disposition, a public 

children services agency shall advise a person alleged to have inflicted abuse or neglect on a child 
who is the subject of a report made pursuant to this section, including a report alleging sexual abuse 

of a child or another type of abuse of a child referred to a children's advocacy center pursuant to an 

interagency agreement entered into under section 2151.428 of the Revised Code, in writing of the 
disposition of the investigation. The agency shall not provide to the person any information that 

identifies the person who made the report, statements of witnesses, or police or other investigative 

reports. The written notice of disposition shall be made in a form designated by the department of 
job and family serviees children and youth and shall inform the person of the right to appeal the 

disposition. 
(J) Any report that is required by this section, other than a report that is made to the state 

highway patrol as described in section 5120.173 of the Revised Code, shall result in protective 

services and emergency supportive services being made available by the public children services 
agency on behalf of the children about whom the report is made. The agency required to provide the 

services shall be the agency conducting the investigation of the report pursuant to section 2151.422 

of the Revised Code. If a &h+kl--family is determined to be a sandida~e for benefit from prevention 

services, the agency also shall-may make efforts to prevent neglect or abuse, to enhance a child's 
welfare, and to preserve the family unit intact by referring a report for assessment and provision of 

services to an agency providing prevention services, if appropriate prevention services arc available 

from a local provider or other reasonable source. 
(K)(l) Except as provided in division (K)(4) or (5) of this section, a person who is required 

to make a report under division (A) of this section may make a reasonable number of requests of the 
public children services agency that receives or is referred the report, or of the children's advocacy 

center that is referred the report if the report is referred to a children's advocacy center pursuant to an 

interagency agreement entered into under section 2151.428 of the Revised Code, to be provided with 

the following information: 
(a) Whether the agency or center has initiated an investigation of the report; 

(b) Whether the agency or center is continuing to investigate the report; 
(c) Whether the agency or center is otherwise involved with the child who is the subject of 

the report; 
(d) The general status of the health and safety of the child who is the subject of the report; 

(e) Whether the report has resulted in the filing of a complaint in juvenile court or of 

criminal charges in another court. 
(2)(a) A person may request the information specified in division (K)(l) of this section only 

if, at the time the report is made, the person's name, address, and telephone number are provided to 

the person who receives the report. 
(b) When a peace officer or employee of a public children services agency receives a report 
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pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section the recipient of the report shall inform the person of 
the right to request the information described in division (K)(l) of this section. The recipient of the 
report shall include in the initial child abuse or child neglect report that the person making the report 
was so informed and, if provided at the time of the making of the report, shall include the person's 
name, address, and telephone number in the report. 

(c) If the person making the report provides the person's name and contact information on 
making the report, the public children services agency that received or was referred the report shall 
send a written notice via United States mail or electronic mail, in accordance with the person's 
preference, to the person not later than seven calendar days after receipt of the report. The notice 
shall provide the status of the agency's investigation into the report made, who the person may 
contact at the agency for further information, and a description of the person's rights under division 
(K)(l) of this section. 

(d) Each request is subject to verification of the identity of the person making the report. If 
that person's identity is verified, the agency shall provide the person with the information described 
in division (K)(l) of this section a reasonable number of times, except that the agency shall not 
disclose any confidential information regarding the child who is the subject of the report other than 
the information described in those divisions. 

(3) A request made pursuant to division (K)(l) of this section is not a substitute for any 
report required to be made pursuant to division (A) of this section. 

(4) If an agency other than the agency that received or was referred the report is conducting 
the investigation of the report pursuant to section 2151.422 of the Revised Code, the agency 
conducting the investigation shall comply with the requirements of division (K) of this section. 

(5) A health care professional who made a report under division (A) of this section, or on 
whose behalf such a report was made as provided in division (A)(l)(c) of this section, may authorize 
a person to obtain the information described in division (K)(l) of this section if the person 
requesting the information is associated with or acting on behalf of the health care professional who 
provided health care services to the child about whom the report was made. 

(6) If the person making the report provides the person's name and contact information on 
making the report, the public children services agency that received or was referred the report shall 
send a written notice via United States mail or electronic mail, in accordance with the person's 
preference, to the person not later than seven calendar days after the agency closes the investigation 
into the case reported by the person. The notice shall notify the person that the agency has closed the 
investigation. 

(L)( 1) The director of children and youth shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. 
of the Revised Code to implement this section. The department of children and youth may enter into 
a plan of cooperation with any other governmental entity to aid in ensuring that children are 
protected from abuse and neglect. The department shall make recommendations to the attorney 
general that the department determines are necessary to protect children from child abuse and child 
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neglect. 
(2) The director of children and youth shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of 

the Revised Code to identify the types of neglect of a child that a public children services agency 
shall be required to notify law enforcement of pursuant to division (E)(2)( c )(ii) of this section. 

(M) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is liable for compensatory and exemplary 
damages to the child who would have been the subject of the report that was not made. A person 
who brings a civil action or proceeding pursuant to this division against a person who is alleged to 
have violated division (A)(l) of this section may use in the action or proceeding reports of other 
incidents of known or suspected abuse or neglect, provided that any information in a report that 
would identify the child who is the subject of the report or the maker of the report, if the maker is 
not the defendant or an agent or employee of the defendant, has been redacted. 

(N)(l) As used in this division: 
(a) "Out-of-home care" includes a nonchartered nonpublic school if the alleged child abuse 

or child neglect, or alleged threat of child abuse or child neglect, described in a report received by a 
public children services agency allegedly occurred in or involved the nonchartered nonpublic school 
and the alleged perpetrator named in the report holds a certificate, permit, or license issued by the 
state board of education under section 3301.071 or Chapter 3319. of the Revised Code. 

(b) "Administrator, director, or other chief administrative officer" means the superintendent 
of the school district if the out-of-home care entity subject to a report made pursuant to this section 
is a school operated by the district. 

(2) No later than the end of the day following the day on which a public children services 
agency receives a report of alleged child abuse or child neglect, or a report of an alleged threat of 
child abuse or child neglect, that allegedly occurred in or involved an out-of-home care entity, the 
agency shall provide written notice of the allegations contained in and the person named as the 
alleged perpetrator in the report to the administrator, director, or other chief administrative officer of 
the out-of-home care entity that is the subject of the report unless the administrator, director, or other 
chief administrative officer is named as an alleged perpetrator in the report. If the administrator, 
director, or other chief administrative officer of an out-of-home care entity is named as an alleged 
perpetrator in a report of alleged child abuse or child neglect, or a report of an alleged threat of child 
abuse or child neglect, that allegedly occurred in or involved the out-of-home care entity, the agency 
shall provide the written notice to the owner or governing board of the out-of-home care entity that 
is the subject of the report. The agency shall not provide witness statements or police or other 
investie;ative reports. 

(3) No later than three days after the day on which a public children services agency that 
conducted the investigation as determined pursuant to section 2151.422 of the Revised Code makes 
a disposition of an investigation involving a report of alleged child abuse or child neglect, or a report 
of an alleged threat of child abuse or child neglect, that allegedly occurred in or involved an out-of­
home care entity, the agency shall send written notice of the disposition of the investigation to the 
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administrator, director, or other chief administrative officer and the owner or governing board of the 

out-of-home care entity. The agency shall not provide witness statements or police or other 

investigative reports. 

(0) As used in this section: 
(1) "Children's advocacy center" and "sexual abuse of a child" have the same meanings as in 

section 2151.425 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "Health care professional" means an individual who provides health-related services. 

"Health care professional" includes all of the following: a physician, including a hospital intern or 

resident; a dentist; a podiatrist; a registered nurse, including such a nurse who is an advanced 
practice registered nurse; a licensed practical nurse; a home care nurse; a licensed psychologist; a 
speech-language pathologist; an audiologist; a person engaged in social work or the practice of 

professional counseling; and an employee of a home health agency. "Health care professional" does 
not include a practitioner of a limited branch of medicine as specified in section 4 731.15 of the 

Revised Code, licensed school psychologist, independent marriage and family therapist or marriage 

and family therapist, or coroner. 
(3) "Investigation" means the public children services agency's response to an accepted 

report of child abuse or neglect through either an alternative response or a traditional response. 

(4) "Peace officer" means a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police officer of a township or 
joint police district, marshal, deputy marshal, municipal police officer, or a state highway patrol 

trooper. 
Sec. 2151.423. A public children services agency shall disclose confidential information 

discovered during an investigation conducted pursuant to section 2151.421 or 2151.422 of the 
Revised Code to any federal, state, or local government entity, including any appropriate military 

authority or any agency providing prevention services provider to the ehilefamily, that needs the 

information to carry out its responsibilities to protect children from abuse or neglect. 

Information disclosed pursuant to this section is confidential and is not subject to disclosure 
pursuant to section 149.43 or 134 7 .08 of the Revised Code by the agency to whom the information 

was disclosed. The agency receiving the information shall maintain the confidentiality of 

information disclosed pursuant to this section. 
Sec. 2151.424. (A) If a child has been placed in a certified foster home or is in the custody 

of, or has been placed with, a kinship caregiver as defined in section 5101.85 5180.50 of the Revised 

Code, a court, prior to conducting any hearing pursuant to division (F)(2) or (3) of section 2151.412 
or section 2151.28, 7.151 .11, 21:'51.15, 2151.414, 2151.415, 2151.416, or 2151.417 of the Revised 

Code with respect to the child, shall notify the foster caregiver or kinship caregiver of the date, time, 
and place of the hearing. At the hearing, the foster caregiver or kinship caregiver shall have the right 

to be heard. 

(B) If a public children services agency or private child placing agency has permanent 
custody of a child and a petition to adopt the child has been filed under Chapter 3107. of the Revised 

https://21:'51.15
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Code, the agency, prior to conducting a review under section 2151.416 of the Revised Code, or a 
court, prior to conducting a hearing under division (F)(2) or (3) of section 2151.412 or section 
2151.416 or 2151.417 of the Revised Code, shall notify the prospective adoptive parent of the date, 
time, and place of the review or hearing. At the review or hearing, the prospective adoptive parent 

shall have the right to be heard. 
(C) The notice and the opportunity to be heard do not make the foster caregiver, kinship 

caregiver, or prospective adoptive parent a party in the action or proceeding pursuant to which the 

review or hearing is conducted. 
Sec. 2151.45. As used in sections 2151.45 to 2151.455 of the Revised Code, "emancipated 

young adult" and "representative" have the same meanings as in section 5101.141 5180.42 of the 

Revised Code. 
Sec. 2151.451. (A) The juvenile court of the county, to which either of the following applies 

regarding an emancipated young adult described under division (A)(l) of section 5101.1411 
5180.428 of the Revised Code, may exercise jurisdiction over the emancipated young adult for 
purposes of sections 2151.45 to 2151.455 of the Revised Code: 

(1) The county in which the emancipated young adult resides; 
(2) The county in which the emancipated young adult resided when the custody, 

arrangement, or care and placement described in division (A)(3)(a) of section 51()1.141 5180.42 of 

the Revised Code tenninated. 
(B) A juvenile court, on its own motion or the motion of any party, may transfer a 

proceeding under sections 2151.45 to 2151.455 of the Revised Code to a juvenile court with 
jurisdiction as provided in this section. 

Sec. 2151.452. A juvenile court shall do both of the following regarding an emancipated 
young adult described under division (A)(l) of section 5101.1411 5180.428 of the Revised Code: 

(A) Not later than one hundred eighty days after the voluntary participation agreement 
becomes effective, make a determination as to whether the emancipated young adult's best interest is 
served by continuing the care and placement with the department of children and youth or its 
representative. 

(B) Not later than twelve months after the effective date of the voluntary participation 
agreement, and at least once every twelve months thereafter, make a determination that the 
department or its representative has made reasonable efforts to finalize a permanency plan to prepare 

the emancipated young adult for independence. 
Se~. 2151.45:L If any determination required under section 2151.452 of the Revised Code is 

not timely made, the federal payments for foster care under division (A)(l) of section 5101.1411 
5180.428 of the Revised Code for the emancipated young adult shall be suspended. The payments 
shall resume upon a subsequent determination that reasonable efforts have been made to prepare the 
emancipated young adult for independence, but only if both of the following apply: 

(A) The emancipated young adult complies with division (A)(l) of section 5101.1411 
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5180.428 of the Revised Code. 

(B) There has been a timely determination of best interest under division (A) of section 
2151.452 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2152.26. (A) Except as provided in divisions (B) and (F) of this section, a child alleged 

to be or adjudicated a delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender may be held only in the 
following places: 

(I) A certified foster home or a home approved by the court; 
(2) A facility operated by a certified child welfare agency; 

(3) Any other suitable place designated by the court. 

(B) In addition to the places listed in division (A) of this section, a child alleged to be or 

adjudicated a delinquent child or a person described in division (C)(7) of section 2152.02 of the 

Revised Code may be held in a detention facility for delinquent children that is under the direction 
or supervision of the court or other public authority or of a private agency and approved by the 

court, and a child adjudicated a delinquent child may be held in accordance with division (F)(2) of 
this section in a facility of a type specified in that division. 

(C)( 1) Except as provided under division (C)( 1) of section 2151.311 of the Revised Code or 

division (A)(5) of section 2152.21 of the Revised Code, a child alleged to be or adjudicated a 

juvenile traffic offender may not be held in any of the following facilities : 

(a) A state correctional institution, county, multicounty, or municipal jail or workhouse, or 
other place in which an adult convicted of crime, under arrest, or charged with a crime is held. 

(b) A secure correctional facility. 
(2) Except as provided under this section, sections 2151.56 to 2151.59, and divisions (A)(5) 

and ( 6) of section 2152.21 of the Revised Code, a child alleged to be or adjudicated a juvenile traffic 
offender may not be held for more than twenty-four hours in a detention facility. 

(D) Except as provided in division (F) of this section or in division (C) of section 2151.311, 
in division (C)(2) of section 5139.06 and section 5120.162, or in division (Bj.(Q of section 5120.16 

of the Revised Code, a child who is alleged to be or is adjudicated a delinquent child or a person 

described in division (C)(7) of section 2152.02 of the Revised Code may not be held in a state 
correctional institution, county, multicounty, or municipal jail or workhouse, or other place where an 
adult convicted of crime, under arrest, or charged with crime is held. 

(E) Unless the detention is pursuant to division (F) of this section or division (C) of section 
2151.311, division (C)(2) of section 5139.06 and section 5120.162, or division (Bj.(Q of section 

.'i 120.16 of the Revised Code, the official in charge of the institution, jail, workhouse, or other 
facility shall inform the court immediately when a person who is or appears to be under the age of 

eighteen years, or a person who is charged with a violation of an order of a juvenile court or a 

violation of probation or parole conditions imposed by a juvenile court and who is or appears to be 

between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one years, is received at the facility and shall deliver the 
person to the court upon request or transfer the person to a detention facility designated by the court. 
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(F)( 1) If a case is transferred to another court for criminal prosecution pursuant to section 
2152.12 of the Revised Code and the alleged offender is a person described in division (C)(7) of 
section 2152.02 of the Revised Code, the person may not be transferred for detention pending the 
criminal prosecution in a jail or other facility except under the circumstances described in division 
(F)(4) of this section. Any child held in accordance with division (F)(3) of this section shall be 
confined in a manner that keeps the child beyond the sight and sound of all adult detainees. The 
child shall be supervised at all times during the detention. 

(2) If a person is adjudicated a delinquent child or juvenile traffic offender or is a person 
described in division (C)(7) of section 2152.02 of the Revised Code and the court makes a 
disposition of the person under this chapter, at any time after the person attains twenty-one years of 
age, the person may be held under that disposition or under the circumstances described in division 
(F)(4) of this section in places other than those specified in division (A) of this section, including, 
but not limited to, a county, multicounty, or municipal jail or workhouse, or other place where an 
adult convicted of crime, under arrest, or charged with crime is held. 

(3)(a) A person alleged to be a delinquent child may be held in places other than those 
specified in division (A) of this section, including, but not limited to, a county, multicounty, or 
municipal jail, if the delinquent act that the child allegedly committed would be a felony if 
committed by an adult, and if either of the following applies: 

(i) The person attains twenty-one years of age before the person is arrested or apprehended 
for that act. 

(ii) The person is arrested or apprehended for that act before the person attains twenty-one 
years of age, but the person attains twenty-one years of age before the court orders a disposition in 
the case. 

(b) If, pursuant to division (F)(3)(a) of this section, a person is held in a place other than a 
place specified in division (A) of this section, the person has the same rights to bail as an adult 
charged with the same offense who is confined in a jail pending trial. 

(4)(a) Any person whose case is transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to section 
2152.10 or 2152.12 of the Revised Code or any person who has attained the age of eighteen years 
but has not attained the age of twenty-one years and who is being held in a place specified in 
division (B) of this section may be held under that disposition or charge in places other than those 
specified in division (B) of this section, including a county, multicounty, or municipal jail or 
workhouse, or other place where an adult under arrest or charged with crime is held if the juvenile 
court, upon its own motion or upon motion by the prosecutor and after notice and hearing, 
establishes by a preponderance of the evidence and makes written findings of either of the 
following: 

(i) With respect to a person whose case is transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to 
either specified section or who has attained the age of eighteen years but who has not attained the 
age of twenty-one years and is being so held, that the youth is a threat to the safety and security of 
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the facility; 
(ii) With respect to a person who has attained the age of eighteen years but who has not 

attained the age of twenty-one years and is being so held, that the best interests of the youth require 

that the youth be held in a place other than a place specified in division (B) of this section, including 

a county, multicounty, or municipal jail or workhouse, or other place where an adult under arrest or 

charged with crime is held. 
(b) In determining for purposes of division (F)(4)(a)(i) of this section whether a youth is a 

threat to the safety and security of the facility, evidence that the youth is a threat to the safety and 
security of the facility may include, but is not limited to, whether the youth has done any of the 

following: 
(i) Injured or created an imminent danger to the life or health of another youth or staff 

member in the facility or program by violent behavior; 

(ii) Escaped from the facility or program in which the youth is being held on more than one 

occasion; 
(iii) Established a pattern of disruptive behavior as verified by a written record that the 

youth's behavior is not conducive to the established policies and procedures of the facility or 

program in which the youth is being held. 
(c) If a prosecutor submits a motion requesting that a person be held in a place other than 

those specified in division (B) of this section or if the court submits its own motion, the juvenile 
court shall hold a hearing within five days of the filing of the motion, and, in determining whether a 

place other than those specified in division (B) of this section is the appropriate place of confinement 

for the person, the court shall consider the following factors: 

(i) The age of the person; 
(ii) Whether the person would be deprived of contact with other people for a significant 

portion of the day or would not have access to recreational facilities or age-appropriate educational 

opportunities in order to provide physical separation from adults; 
(iii) The person's current emotional state, intelligence, and developmental maturity, 

including any emotional and psychological trauma, and the risk to the person in an adult facility, 
which may be evidenced by mental health or psychological assessments or screenings made 

available to the prosecuting attorney and the defense counsel; 
(iv) Whether detention in a juvenile facility would adequately serve the need for community 

protection pending the outcome of the criminal proceeding; 

(v) The: re:lative ahility of the available adult and juvenile detention facilities to meet the 
needs of the person, including the person's need for age-appropriate mental health and educational 

services delivered by individuals specifically trained to deal with youth; 
(vi) Whether the person presents an imminent risk of self-inflicted harm or an imminent risk 

of harm to others within a juvenile facility; 
(vii) Any other factors the juvenile court considers to be relevant. 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
775 

(d) If the juvenile court determines that a place other than those specified in division (B) of 
this section is the appropriate place for confinement of a person pursuant to division (F)(4)(a) of this 
section, the person may petition the juvenile court for a review hearing thirty days after the initial 
confinement decision, thirty days after any subsequent review hearing, or at any time after the initial 
confinement decision upon an emergency petition by the youth due to the youth facing an imminent 
danger from others or the youth's self. Upon receipt of the petition, the juvenile court has discretion 
over whether to conduct the review hearing and may set the matter for a review hearing if the youth 
has alleged facts or circumstances that, if true, would warrant reconsideration of the youth's 
placement in a place other than those specified in division (B) of this section based on the factors 
listed in division (F)(4)(c) of this section. 

(e) Upon the admission of a person described in division (F)(4)(a) of this section to a place 
other than those specified in division (B) of this section, the facility shall advise the person of the 
person's right to request a review hearing as described in division (F)(4)(d) of this section. 

(f) Any person transferred under division (F)(4)(a) of this section to a place other than those 
specified in division (B) of this section shall be confined in a manner that keeps those under eighteen 
years of age beyond sight and sound of all adult detainees. Those under eighteen years of age shall 
be supervised at all times during the detention. 

(G)(l) If a person who is alleged to be or has been adjudicated a delinquent child or who is 
in any other category of persons identified in this section or section 2151.311 of the Revised Code is 
confined under authority of any Revised Code section in a place other than a place specified in 
division (B) of this section, including a county, multicounty, or municipal jail or workhouse, or other 
place where an adult under arrest or charged with crime is held, subject to division (0)(2) of this 
section, all identifying information, other than the person's county of residence, age, gender, and 
race and the charges against the person, that relates to the person's admission to and confinement in 
that place is not a public record open for inspection or copying under section 149.43 of the Revised 
Code and is confidential and shall not be released to any person other than to a court, to a law 
enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes, or to a person specified by court order. 

(2) Division (G)(l) of this section does not apply with respect to a person whose case is 
transferred for criminal prosecution pursuant to section 2152.10 or 2152.12 of the Revised Code, 
who is convicted of or pleads guilty to an offense in that case, who is confined after that conviction 
or guilty plea in a place other than a place specified in division (B) of this section, and to whom one 
of the following applies: 

(a) The case was transferred other than pursuant to division (A)(l)(a)(i) or (A)(l)(b)(ii) of 
section 2152.12 of the Revised Code. 

(b) The case was transferred pursuant to division (A)(l)(a)(i) or (A)(l)(b)(ii) of section 
2152.12 of the Revised Code, and the person is sentenced for the offense pursuant to division (8)(4) 
of section 2152.121 of the Revised Code. 

(c) The case was transferred pursuant to division (A)(l)(a)(i) or (A)(l)(b)(ii) of section 
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2152.12 of the Revised Code, the person is sentenced for the offense pursuant to division (B)(3) of 

section 2152.121 of the Revised Code by the court in which the person was convicted of or pleaded 

guilty to the offense, and the sentence imposed by that court is invoked pursuant to division (B)(3) 
(b) of section 2152.121 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2303.12. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Case file" means the compendium of original documents filed in a civil or criminal 
action or proceeding in the court of common pleas, including the pleadings, motions, orders, and 

judgments of the court on a case by case basis. 
(2) "General docket" means the appearance docket, trial docket, journal, execution docket, 

and case files in relation to those dockets and journal. 

(B) The clerk of the court of common pleas shall keep records as indicated by the Rules of 

Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. They shall be called the appearance docket, trial docket and 

printed duplicates of the trial docket for the use of the court and the officers thereof, journal, and 

execution docket. The clerk shall also keep a record in book form or the clerk may prepare a record 
by using any photostatic, photographic, miniature photographic, film, microfilm, or 

microphotographic process, electrostatic process, perforated tape, magnetic tape, or other 
electromagnetic means, electronic data processing, machine readable media, graphic or video 

display, or any combination thereof, which correctly and accurately copies or reproduces every case 

file and other original document, paper, or instrument in writing. The clerk shall keep an index to the 
trial docket and to the printed duplicates of the trial docket and of the journal direct, and to the 

appearance docket, record, and execution docket, direct and reverse. All clerks keeping records and 
information by the methods described in this section shall keep and make readily available to the 

public the machine and equipment necessary to reproduce the records and information in a readable 
form. 

(C) The clerk of the court of common pleas shall keep confidential information that is 
subject to a real property confidentiality notice under section 111.431 of the Revised Code, in 
accordance with that section. 

(D)(l) Subject to division (D)(2) of this section, net-the clerk of court shall do both of the 

following: 
(a) Not later than eighteen months after the effective date of this amendmenl April 6, 2023, 

the clerk of court shall make available online on the clerk of court's web site the general docket of 

the court for remote access and printing by the public of the information in that docket, including all 

individrnil rlo~11ments in each case file, pertaining to civil cases filed on or after the effective date of 

this ameooment ARril 6. 2023. 
(b) Not later than eighteen months after the effective date of this amendment. the clerk of 

court shall make available online on the clerk of court's web site the general docket of the court for 
remote access and printing by the public of the information in that docket, including all individual 

documents in each case file, pertaining to criminal cases filed on or after the effective date of this 
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amendment. 
(2) The clerk of court is not required to make available online under division (D)( 1) of this 

section either of the following: 

(a) The general docket of the division of domestic relations, QLthe juvenile court, or the 
probate eourt; 

(b) If the court does not have a division of domestic relations, the general docket in civil 

cases pertaining to domestic relations. 
(E) Nothing in division (D) of this section shall be construed as making available online any 

of the following: 
(1) Internal documents such as notes, emails, drafts, recommendations, advice, or research of 

judicial officers and court staff; 
(2) Any document or any information in a case file the public access to which the court has 

ordered restricted under the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. 

Sec. 2303.201. (A)(l) The court of common pleas of any county may determine that for the 
efficient operation of the court additional funds are required to computerize the court, to make 

available computerized legal research services, or to do both. Upon making a determination that 
additional funds are required for either or both of those purposes, the court shall al:lthori:le do one of 

the following: 
(a) 1f the court of common pleas of a county has complied with the requirements in division 

(D)(l) of section 2303.12 of the Revised Code. authorize and direct the clerk of the court of 
common pleas to charge one additional fee, not to exceed six dollars, on the filing of each cause of 

action or appeal under divisions (A), (Q), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code; 
(b) If the court of common pleas of a county has not complied with the requirements in 

division (D)(l) of section 2303.12 of the Revised Code. authorize and direct the clerk of the court of 

common pleas to charge one additional fee. not to exceed three dollars. on the filing of each cause of 

action or appeal under division (A), (0), and (U) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code. 
(2) All fees collected under division (A)(l) of this section shall be paid to the county 

treasurer. The treasurer shall place the funds from the fees in a separate fund to be disbursed either 
upon an order of the court, subject to an appropriation by the board of county commissioners, or 

upon an order of the court, subject to the court making an annual report available to the public listing 

the use of all such funds, in an amount not greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and 

maintaining computerization of the court, computerized legal research services, or both. 
(3) Tf the court detennines that the funds in the fund described in division (A)(2) of this 

section are more than sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee described in 
division (A)(l) of this section was imposed, the court may declare a surplus in the fund and, subject 

to an appropriation by the board of county commissioners, expend those surplus funds, or upon an 

order of the court, subject to the court making an annual report available to the public listing the use 
of all such funds, expend those surplus funds, for other appropriate technological expenses of the 
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court. 
(B)(l)(a) Except as provided in division (B)(l)(b) of this section, the clerk of the court of 

common pleas of any county may determine that, for the efficient operation of the office of the clerk 

of the court of common pleas, additional funds are required to make technological advances in or to 

computerize the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas and, upon . Upon making that 
determination, authori:ce the court shall do one of Lhe following: 

(i) If the court of common pleas of a county has complied with the requirements in division 

(D)(1) of section 2303.12 of the Revised Code, authorize and direct that an additional fee, not to 
exceed twenty dollars, on the filing of each cause of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and 

endorsing of each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing of each aid in execution 

or petition to vacate, revive, or modify a judgment under divisions (A), (P), (Q), (T), and (U) of 

section 2303.20 of the Revised Code and not to exceed one dollar each for the services described in 

divisions (B), (C), (D), (F), (H), and (L) of section 2303.20 of the Revised Code, be charged~ 

(ii) If the court of common pleas of a county has not complied with the requirements fo 
division (D)(l) of section 2303.12 of the Revised Code, authorize and direct that an additional fee, 

not to exceed ten dollars, on the filing of each cause of action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and 
endorsil1g of each certificate of judgment, or on the docketing and indexing of each aid in execution 

or petition to vacate, revive, or modify a judgment under divisions (A), (P), (0), (T), and (U) of 

sectioD 2303.20 of the Revised Code and not to exceed fifty cents each for the services described in 

divisions (B), (C), (D), (F), (H), and (L) of sect.ion 2303.20 of the Revised Code. be charged. 
(b) In a county in which the clerk of the court of common pleas is appointed, the court may 

make the determination described in division (B)(l)(a) of this section and, upon that determination, 

may include such a computerization fee in the schedule of fees and costs. 
(2) Subject to division (B)(3) of this section, all moneys collected under division (B)(l)(a) of 

this section shall be paid to the county treasurer to be disbursed, subject to an appropriation made by 
the board of county commissioners, in an amount no greater than the actual cost to the court of 

procuring and maintaining technology and computer systems for the office of the clerk of the court 

of common pleas. 
(3) If the court or the clerk of the court of common pleas of a county makes the 

determination described in division (B)(l)(a) of this section, the board of county commissioners of 

that county may issue one or more general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and 

maintaining the technology and computer systems for the office of the clerk of the court of common 

pleas. In addition to the purposes stated in division (B)(l)(a) of this section for which the moneys 
collected under that division may be expended, the moneys additionally may be expended to pay 

debt charges on and financing costs related to any general obligation bonds issued pursuant to 
division (B)(3) of this section as they become due. General obligation bonds issued pursuant to 

division (B)(3) of this section are Chapter 133. securities. 
(C) The court of common pleas shall collect the sum of twenty-six dollars as additional filing 
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fees in each new civil action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of providing financial 

assistance to legal aid societies that operate within the state and to support the office of the state 

public defender. This division does not apply to a juvenile division of a court of common pleas, 
except that an additional filing fee of fifteen dollars shall apply to custody, visitation, and parentage 

actions; to a probate division of a court of common pleas, except that the additional filing fees shall 

apply to name change, guardianship, adoption, and decedents' estate proceedings; or to an execution 
on a judgment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other post-judgment proceeding arising out of a 

civil action. The filing fees required to be collected under this division shall be in addition to any 

other filing fees imposed in the action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of 

the action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing fees in a new 

civil action or proceeding unless the court waives the advanced payment of all filing fees in the 

action or proceeding. All such moneys collected during a month except for an amount equal to up to 

one per cent of those moneys retained to cover administrative costs shall be transmitted on or before 
the twentieth day of the following month by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of state in a 

manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to justice foundation. The treasurer 
of state shall deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division to the credit of the civil 

case filing fee fund established under section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent of 

the funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid fund established under section 

120.52 of the Revised Code. 
The court may retain up to one per cent of the moneys it collects under this division to cover 

administrative costs, including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this 

division. If the court fails to transmit to the treasurer of state the moneys the court collects under this 

division in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the Ohio access to justice foundation, 
the court shall forfeit the moneys the court retains under this division to cover administrative costs, 

including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to implement this division, and shall 

transmit to the treasurer of state all moneys collected under this division, including the forfeited 

amount retained for administrative costs, for deposit in the legal aid fund. 
(D) On and after the thirtieth day after December 9, 1994, the court of common pleas shall 

collect the sum of thirty-two dollars as additional filing fees in each new action or proceeding for 
annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage for the purpose of funding shelters for victims of 

domestic violence pursuant to sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised Code. The filing fees 

required to be collected under this division shall be in addition to any other filing fees imposed in the 

action or proceeding and shall be collected at the time of the filing of the action or proceeding. The 
court shall not waive the payment of the additional filing fees in a new action or proceeding for 

annulment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage unless the court waives the advanced payment of all 
filing fees in the action or proceeding. On or before the twentieth day of each month, all moneys 

collected during the immediately preceding month pursuant to this division shall be deposited by the 

clerk of the court into the county treasury in the special fund used for deposit of additional marriage 
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license fees as described in section 3113 .34 of the Revised Code. Upon their deposit into the fund, 
the moneys shall be retained in the fund and expended only as described in section 3113.34 of the 
Revised Code. 

(E)(l) The court of common pleas may determine that, for the efficient operation of the 

court, additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, including, 
but not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the 
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, community service programs, mediation or 
dispute resolution services, the employment of magistrates, the training and education of judges, 
acting judges, and magistrates, and other related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule 
may charge a fee, in addition to all other court costs, on the filing of each criminal cause, civil action 
or proceeding, or judgment by confession. Fees collected by a court for special projects of the court 

under this division shall not be used for training or education that take place outside of the state. 
If the court of common pleas offers or requires a special program or additional services in 

cases of a specific type, the court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over 
and above court costs, to cover the special program or service. The court shall adjust the special 
assessment periodically, but not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not 
exceed the actual cost of providing the service or program. 

All moneys collected under division (E) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer 
for deposit into either a general special projects fund or a fund established for a specific special 
project. Moneys from a fund of that nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court, subject to 
an appropriation by the board of county commissioners, in an amount no greater than the actual cost 
to the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a program 
or service established under division (E) of this section, the court may order, subject to an 
appropriation by the board of county commissioners, that moneys remaining in the fund be 
transferred to an account established under this division for a similar purpose. 

(2) As used in division (E) of this section: 
(a) "Criminal cause" means a charge alleging the violation of a statute or ordinance, or 

subsection of a statute or ordinance, that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea before 
disposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty, whether filed as part of a multiple 
charge on a single summons, citation, or complaint or as a separate charge on a single summons, 
citation, or complaint. "Criminal cause" does not include separate violations of the same statute or 
ordinance, or subsection of the same statute or ordinance, unless each charge is filed on a separate 
summons, citation, or compl11int. 

(b) "Civil action or proceeding" means any civil litigation that must be determined by 
judgment entry. 

Sec. 2303 .26. The clerk of the court of common pleas shall exercise the powers conferred 
and perform the duties enjoined upon the clerk by statute and by the common law; and in the 
performance of official duties the clerk shall be under the direction of the court. The clerk shall not 
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restrict, prohibit, or otherwise modify the rights of parties to seek service on party defendants 
allowed by the Rules of Civil Procedure, either singularly or concurrently. 

1n furtherance of the performance of the duties enjoined upon the clerk by statute. common 

law. and the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. the clerk of the court of common 

pleas shall be responsible for detennining the best means and methods for storing. maintaining. and 

retrieving all papers delivered to the clerk, whether delivered in writing or in electronic form. in 

compliance wilh Rule 26 of lhe Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio. Once determined 
by the clerk of court of common pleas. the clerk shall be responsible for implementing the means 

and metl10ds for storage. maintenance, and retrieval. 
Sec. 2307.66. (A) A victim of a violation of section 2917.211 of the Revised Code has and 

may commence a civil cause of action against the offender for any of the following, in addition to 

reasonable attorney's fees and the costs of bringing the civil action: 

(1) An injunction or a temporary restraining order prohibiting further dissemination of the 
image that is the subject of the violation; 

(2) Compensatory and punitive damages for harm resulting from the violation. 

(B) The victim shall be presumed to have suffered harm as a result of the nonconsensual 
dissemination of private sexual images or the nonconsensual dissemination of fabricated sexual 

images. 

(C) A civil action brought under division (A) of this section shall be brought within four 
years after the victim discovers the private sexual image or fabricated sexual image. 

illl...The cause of action created by this section is in addition to any other cause of action 
available under statutory or common law. 

~.(fil_As used in this section, "victim" has the same meaning as in section 2930.0 l of the 

Revised Code. 

(F) "Fabricated sex11al image" means a created, adapted, or modified image that depicts 

another person. the other person is recognizable in the image by the other person's face. likeness, or 
other dislinguishing characteristic, and the other person depicted in the image is in a state of nudity 

or is engaged in a sexual act. 
Sec. 2329.66. (A) Every person who is domiciled in this state may hold property exempt 

from execution, garnishment, attachment, or sale to satisfy a judgment or order, as follows: 

(l)(a) In the case of a judgment or order regarding money owed for health care services 

rendered or health care supplies provided to the person or a dependent of the person, one parcel or 
item of real or personal property that the person or :=i clepenclent of the person uses as a residence. 

Division (A)(l)(a) of this section does not preclude, affect, or invalidate the creation under this 

chapter of a judgment lien upon the exempted property but only delays the enforcement of the lien 

until the property is sold or otherwise transferred by the owner or in accordance with other 
applicable laws to a person or entity other than the surviving spouse or surviving minor children of 

the judgment debtor. Every person who is domiciled in this state may hold exempt from a judgment 
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lien created pursuant to division (A)(l)(a) of this section the person's interest, not to exceed one 
hundred twenty-five thousand dollars, in the exempted property. 

(b) In the case of all other judgments and orders, the person's interest, not to exceed one 
hundred twenty-five thousand dollars, in one parcel or item of real or personal property that the 
person or a dependent of the person uses as a residence. 

(c) For purposes of divisions (A)(l)(a) and (b) of this section, "parcel" means a tract of real 
property as identified on the records of the auditor of the county in which the real property is 
located. 

(2) The person's interest, not to exceed three thousand two hundred twenty-five dollars, in 

one motor vehicle; 

(3) The person's interest, not to exceed four hundred dollars, in cash on hand, money due and 

payable, money to become due within ninety days, tax refunds, and money on deposit with a bank, 

savings and loan association, credit union, public utility, landlord, or other person, other than 
personal earnings. 

(4)(a) The person's interest, not to exceed five hundred twenty-five dollars in any particular 

item or ten thousand seven hundred seventy-five dollars in aggregate value, in household 
furnishings, household goods, wearing apparel, appliances, books, animals, crops, musical 

instruments, firearms, and hunting and fishing equipment that are held primarily for the personal, 

family, or household use of the person; 
(b) The person's aggregate interest in one or more items of jewelry, not to exceed one 

thousand three hundred fifty dollars, held primarily for the personal, family, or household use of the 
person or any of the person's dependents. 

(5) The person's interest, not to exceed an aggregate of two thousand twenty-five dollars, in 
all implements, professional books, or tools of the person's profession, trade, or business, including 

agriculture; 

(6)(a) The person's interest in a beneficiary fund set apart, appropriated, or paid by a 

benevolent association or society, as exempted by section 2329.63 of the Revised Code; 
(b) The person's interest in contracts of life or endowment insurance or annuities, as 

exempted by section 3911.10 of the Revised Code; 
(c) The person's interest in a policy of group insurance or the proceeds of a policy of group 

insurance, as exempted by section 3917.05 of the Revised Code; 

(d) The person's interest in money, benefits, charity, relief, or aid to be paid, provided, or 

rendered by a fraternal benefit society, as exempted by section 3921.18 of the Revised Code; 
(e) The person's interest in the portion of benefits under policies of sickness and accident 

insurance and in lump sum payments for dismemberment and other losses insured under those 
policies, as exempted by section 3923.19 of the Revised Code. 

(7) The person's professionally prescribed or medically necessary health aids; 

(8) The person's interest in a burial lot, including, but not limited to, exemptions under 
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section 517.09 or 1721.07 of the Revised Code; 
(9) The person's interest in the following: 
(a) Moneys paid or payable for maintenance or rights, as exempted by section 3304.19 of the 

Revised Code; 

(b) Workers' compensation, as exempted by section 4123.67 of the Revised Code; 
(c) Unemployment compensation benefits, as exempted by section 4141.32 of the Revised 

Code; 
(d) Cash assistance payments under the Ohio works first program, as exempted by section 

5107.75 of the Revised Code; 
(e) Benefits and services under the prevention, retention, and contingency program, as 

exempted by section 5108.08 of the Revised Code; 

(f) Payments under section 24 or 32 of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 

26 U.S.C. 1, as amended. 
(l0)(a) Except in cases in which the person was convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation 

of section 2921.41 of the Revised Code and in which an order for the withholding of restitution from 

payments was issued under division (C)(2)(b) of that section, in cases in which an order for 
withholding was issued under section 2907.15 of the Revised Code, in cases in which an order for 

forfeiture was issued under division (A) or (B) of section 2929.192 of the Revised Code, and in 

cases in which an order was issued under section 2929.193 or 2929.194 of the Revised Code, and 
only to the extent provided in the order, and except as provided in sections 3105.171, 3105.63, 

3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 3121.03, and 3123.06 of the Revised Code, the person's rights to or 
interests in a pension, benefit, annuity, retirement allowance, or accumulated contributions, the 

person's rights to or interests in a participant account in any deferred compensation program offered 

by the Qhle-public employees deferred eompensation retirement board, a government unit, or a 

municipal corporation, or the person's other accrued or accruing rights or interests, as exempted by 
section 143.11, 145.56, 146.13, 148.09, 742.47, 3307.41, 3309.66, or 5505.22 of the Revised Code, 
and the person's rights to or interests in benefits from the Ohio public safety officers death benefit 

fund; 
(b) Except as provided in sections 3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 3121.03, and 3123.06 of the 

Revised Code, the person's rights to receive or interests in receiving a payment or other benefits 

under any pension, annuity, or similar plan or contract, not including a payment or benefit from a 

stock bonus or profit-sharing plan or a payment included in division (A)(6)(b) or (l0)(a) of this 

section, on account of illness, disability, death, age, or length of service, to the extent reasonably 

necessary for the support of the person and any of the person's dependents, except if all the 

following apply: 
(i) The plan or contract was established by or under the auspices of an insider that employed 

the person at the time the person's rights or interests under the plan or contract arose. 
(ii) The payment is on account of age or length of service. 
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(iii) The plan or contract is not qualified under the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 

Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended. 
(c) Except for any portion of the assets that were deposited for the purpose of evading the 

payment of any debt and except as provided in sections 3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 3121.03, and 

3123 .06 of the Revised Code, the person's rights or interests in the assets held in, or to directly or 

indirectly receive any payment or benefit under, any individual retirement account, individual 

retirement annuity, "Roth IRA," account opened pursuant to a program administered by a state under 
section 529 or 529A of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as 

amended, or education individual retirement account that provides payments or benefits by reason of 

illness, disability, death, retirement, or age or provides payments or benefits for purposes of 
education or qualified disability expenses, to the extent that the assets, payments, or benefits 

described in division (A)(IO)(c) of this section are attributable to or derived from any of the 

following or from any earnings, dividends, interest, appreciation, or gains on any of the following: 

(i) Contributions of the person that were less than or equal to the applicable limits on 
deductible contributions to an individual retirement account or individual retirement annuity in the 

year that the contributions were made, whether or not the person was eligible to deduct the 
contributions on the person's federal tax return for the year in which the contributions were made; 

(ii) Contributions of the person that were less than or equal to the applicable limits on 

contributions to a Roth IRA or education individual retirement account in the year that the 

contributions were made; 
(iii) Contributions of the person that are within the applicable limits on rollover contributions 

under subsections 219, 402(c), 403(a)(4), 403(b)(8), 408(6), 408(d)(3), 408A(c)(3)(B), 408A(d)(3), 
and 530(d)(5) of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C.A. 1, as amended; 

(iv) Contributions by any person into any plan, fund, or account that is formed, created, or 

administered pursuant to, or is otherwise subject to, section 529 or 529A of the "Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended. 
(d) Except for any portion of the assets that were deposited for the purpose of evading the 

payment of any debt and except as provided in sections 3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 3121.03, and 

3123 .06 of the Revised Code, the person's rights or interests in the assets held in, or to receive any 
payment under, any Keogh or "H.R. 10" plan that provides benefits by reason of illness, disability, 

death, retirement, or age, to the extent reasonably necessary for the support of the person and any of 

the person's dependents. 
(e) The person's rights to or interests in any assets held in, or to directly or indirectly receive 

any payment or benefit under, any individual retirement account, individual retirement annuity, 
"Roth IRA," account opened pursuant to a program administered by a state under section 529 or 

529A of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended, or 

education individual retirement account that a decedent, upon or by reason of the decedent's death, 
directly or indirectly left to or for the benefit of the person, either outright or in trust or otherwise, 
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including, but not limited to, any of those rights or interests in assets or to receive payments or 
benefits that were transferred, conveyed, or otherwise transmitted by the decedent by means of a 
will, trust, exercise of a power of appointment, beneficiary designation, transfer or payment on death 

designation, or any other method or procedure. 

(f) The exemptions under divisions (A)(lO)(a) to (e) of this section also shall apply or 

otherwise be available to an alternate payee under a qualified domestic relations order (QDRO) or 
other similar court order. 

(g) A person's interest in any plan, program, instrument, or device described in divisions (A) 

(l0)(a) to (e) of this section shall be considered an exempt interest even if the plan, program, 
instrument, or device in question, due to an error made in good faith, failed to satisfy any criteria 

applicable to that plan, program, instrument, or device under the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 

100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended. 

(11) The person's right to receive spousal support, child support, an allowance, or other 

maintenance to the extent reasonably necessary for the support of the person and any of the person's 
dependents; 

(12) The person's right to receive, or moneys received during the preceding twelve calendar 
months from, any of the following: 

(a) An award of reparations under sections 2743.51 to 2743.72 of the Revised Code, to the 

extent exempted by division (D) of section 2743.66 of the Revised Code; 
(b) A payment on account of the wrongful death of an individual of whom the person was a 

dependent on the date of the individual's death, to the extent reasonably necessary for the support of 

the person and any of the person's dependents; 

(c) Except in cases in which the person who receives the payment is an inmate, as defined in 
section 2969.21 of the Revised Code, and in which the payment resulted from a civil action or 

appeal against a government entity or employee, as defined in section 2969.21 of the Revised Code, 

a payment, not to exceed twenty thousand two hundred dollars, on account of personal bodily injury, 
not including pain and suffering or compensation for actual pecuniary loss, of the person or an 

individual for whom the person is a dependent; 
(d) A payment in compensation for loss of future earnings of the person or an individual of 

whom the person is or was a dependent, to the extent reasonably necessary for the support of the 

debtor and any of the debtor's dependents. 

(13) Except as provided in sections 3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 3121.03, and 3123.06 of the 

Revised Code, personal earnings of the person oweci to the person for services in an amount equal to 

the greater of the following amounts: 
(a) If paid weekly, thirty times the current federal minimum hourly wage; if paid biweekly, 

sixty times the current federal minimum hourly wage; if paid semimonthly, sixty-five times the 

current federal minimum hourly wage; or if paid monthly, one hundred thirty times the current 

federal minimum hourly wage that is in effect at the time the earnings are payable, as prescribed by 
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the "Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938," 52 Stat. 1060, 29 U.S.C. 206(a)(l), as amended; 
(b) Seventy-five per cent of the disposable earnings owed to the person. 

(14) The person's right in specific partnership property, as exempted by the person's rights in 

a partnership pursuant to section 1776.50 of the Revised Code, except as otherwise set forth in 
section 1776.50 of the Revised Code; 

(15) A seal and official register of a notary public, as exempted by section 147.04 of the 
Revised Code; 

(16) The person's interest in a tuition unit or a payment under section 3334.09 of the Revised 

Code pursuant to a tuition payment contract, as exempted by section 3334.15 of the Revised Code; 
(17) Any other property that is specifically exempted from execution, attachment, 

garnishment, or sale by federal statutes other than the "Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1978," 92 Stat. 

2549, 11 U.S.C.A. 101, as amended; 

(18) The person's aggregate interest in any property, not to exceed one thousand seventy-five 

dollars, except that division (A)(18) of this section applies only in bankruptcy proceedings. 
(B) On April I, 2010, and on the first day of April in each third calendar year after 2010, the 

Ohio judicial conference shall adjust each dollar amount set forth in this section to reflect any 
increase in the consumer price index for all urban consumers, as published by the United States 

department of labor, or, if that index is no longer published, a generally available comparable index, 

for the three-year period ending on the thirty-first day of December of the preceding year. Any 
adjustments required by this division shall be rounded to the nearest twenty-five dollars. 

The Ohio judicial conference shall prepare a memorandum specifying the adjusted dollar 

amounts. The judicial conference shall transmit the memorandum to the director of the legislative 
service commission, and the director shall publish the memorandum in the register of Ohio. 

(Publication of the memorandum in the register of Ohio shall continue until the next memorandum 

specifying an adjustment is so published.) The judicial conference also may publish the 

memorandum in any other manner it concludes will be reasonably likely to inform persons who are 
affected by its adjustment of the dollar amounts. 

(C) As used in this section: 

(1) "Disposable earnings" means net earnings after the garnishee has made deductions 
required by law, excluding the deductions ordered pursuant to section 3119.80, 3119.81, 3121.02, 

3121.03, or 3123.06 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "Insider" means: 

(a) If the person who claims an exemption is ,m inciivicinal , a relative of the individual, a 

relative of a general partner of the individual, a partnership in which the individual is a general 

partner, a general partner of the individual, or a corporation of which the individual is a director, 
officer, or in control; 

(b) If the person who claims an exemption is a corporation, a director or officer of the 

corporation; a person in control of the corporation; a partnership in which the corporation is a 
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general partner; a general partner of the corporation; or a relative of a general partner, director, 

officer, or person in control of the corporation; 

(c) If the person who claims an exemption is a partnership, a general partner in the 
partnership; a general partner of the partnership; a person in control of the partnership; a partnership 

in which the partnership is a general partner; or a relative in, a general partner of, or a person in 

control of the partnership; 
(d) An entity or person to which or whom any of the following applies: 

(i) The entity directly or indirectly owns, controls, or holds with power to vote, twenty per 
cent or more of the outstanding voting securities of the person who claims an exemption, unless the 

entity holds the securities in a fiduciary or agency capacity without sole discretionary power to vote 

the securities or holds the securities solely to secure to debt and the entity has not in fact exercised 

the power to vote. 

(ii) The entity is a corporation, twenty per cent or more of whose outstanding voting 
securities are directly or indirectly owned, controlled, or held with power to vote, by the person who 

claims an exemption or by an entity to which division (C)(2)( d)(i) of this section applies. 
(iii) A person whose business is operated under a lease or operating agreement by the person 

who claims an exemption, or a person substantially all of whose business is operated under an 

operating agreement with the person who claims an exemption. 
(iv) The entity operates the business or all or substantially all of the property of the person 

who claims an exemption under a lease or operating agreement. 

(e) An insider, as othe1wise defined in this section, of a person or entity to which division 

(C)(2)(d)(i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of this section applies, as if the person or entity were a person who 

claims an exemption; 
(f) A managing agent of the person who claims an exemption. 
(3) "Participant account" has the same meaning as in section 148.01 of the Revised Code. 

(4) "Government unit" has the same meaning as in section 148.06 of the Revised Code. 

(D) For purposes of this section, "interest" shall be determined as follows: 
(1) In bankruptcy proceedings, as of the date a petition is filed with the bankruptcy court 

commencing a case under Title 11 of the United States Code; 
(2) In all cases other than bankruptcy proceedings, as of the date of an appraisal, if necessary 

under section 2329 .68 of the Revised Code, or the issuance of a writ of execution. 
An interest, as determined under division (D)( 1) or (2) of this section, shall not include the 

amount of any lien otherwise valid pursuant to section 2329.661 of the Revised Code. 
Sec. 2501.16. (A) Each court of appeals may appoint one or more official reporters, law 

clerks, secretaries, and any other employees that the court considers necessary for its efficient 

operation. 
The clerk of the court of common pleas, acting as the clerk of the court of appeals for the 

county, shall perform the duties otherwise performed and collect the fees otherwise collected by the 
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clerk of the court of common pleas, as set forth in section 2303.03 of the Revised Code, and shall 
maintain the files and records of the court. The clerk of the court of common pleas, acting as the 
clerk of the court of appeals for the county, may refuse to accept for filing any pleading or paper 
submitted for filing by a person who has been found to be a vexatious litigator under section 2323.52 
of the Revised Code and who has failed to obtain leave from the court of appeals to proceed under 
that section. The overhead expenses pertaining to the office of the clerk of the court of common 
pleas that result from the clerk's acting as clerk of the court of appeals for the county, other than 
wages and salaries, shall be paid from the funds provided under sections 2501.18 and 2501.181 of 
the Revised Code. 

Each officer and employee appointed pursuant to this section shall take an oath of office, 
serve at the pleasure of the court, and perform any duties that the court directs. Each reporter shall 
have the powers that are vested in official reporters of the court of common pleas under sections 
2301.18 to 2301.26 of the Revised Code. Whenever an opinion, per curiam, or report of a case has 
been prepared in accordance with section 2503.20 of the Revised Code, the official reporter 
immediately shall forward one copy of the opinion, per curiam, or report to the reporter of the 
supreme court, without expense to the reporter. 

(B) The court of appeals may determine that, for the efficient operation of the court, 
additional funds are necessary to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, including, but not 
limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the 
acquisition of equipment, the hiring and training of staff, the employment of magistrates, the training 
and education of judges, acting judges, and magistrates, community service programs, and other 
related services. Upon that determination, the court by rule may charge a fee, in addition to all other 
court costs, on the filing of each case or cause over which the court has jurisdiction. Pees collected 
by a court for special projects of the court under this division shall not be used for training or 
education that takes place outside of tbe state. 

If the court of appeals offers a special program or service in cases of a specific type, the 
court by rule may assess an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court costs, to 
cover the special program or service. The court shall adjust the special assessment periodically, but 
not retroactively, so that the amount assessed in those cases does not exceed the actual cost of 
providing the service or program. 

All moneys collected under division (B) of this section shall be paid to the county treasurer 
of the county selected as the principal seat of that court of appeals for deposit into either a general 
speci11l prnje:~ts -fimcl or a fund established for a specific special project. Moneys from a fund of that 
nature shall be disbursed upon an order of the court in an amount no greater than the actual cost to 
the court of a project. If a specific fund is terminated because of the discontinuance of a program or 
service established under division (B) of this section, the court may order that moneys remaining in 
the fund be transferred to an account established under this division for a similar purpose. 

Sec. 2743.03. (A)(l) There is hereby created a court of claims. Except as provided under 
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section 107.43 of the Revised Code, the court of claims is a court of record and has exclusive, 
original jurisdiction of all civil actions against the state permitted by the waiver of immunity 

contained in section 2743.02 of the Revised Code and exclusive jurisdiction of the causes of action 

of all parties in civil actions that are removed to the court of claims. The court shall have full equity 

powers in all actions within its jurisdiction and may entertain and determine all counterclaims, cross­
claims, and third-party claims. 

(2) If the claimant in a civil action as described in division (A)(l) of this section also files a 
claim for a declaratory judgment, injunctive relief, or other equitable relief against the state that 

arises out of the same circumstances that gave rise to the civil action described in division (A)(l) of 
this section, the court of claims has exclusive, original jurisdiction to hear and determine that claim 

in that civil action. This division does not affect, and shall not be construed as affecting, the original 

jurisdiction of another court of this state to hear and determine a civil action in which the sole relief 

that the claimant seeks against the state is a declaratory judgment, injunctive relief, or other 
equitable relief. 

(3) In addition to its exclusive, original jurisdiction as conferred by divisions (A)(!) and (2) 

of this section, the court of claims has exclusive, original jurisdiction as follows: 
(a) As described in division (F) of section 2743.02, division (B) of section 3335.03, and 

division (C) of section 5903.02 of the Revised Code; 

(b) Under section 2743.75 of the Revised Code to hear complaints alleging a denial of access 
to public records in violation of division (B) of section 149.43 of the Revised Code, regardless of 

whether the public office or person responsible for public records is an office or employee of the 
state or of a political subdivision; 

(c) Under section 118.29 of the Revised Code to appoint a receiver. 
(B) The court of claims shall sit in Franklin county, its hearings shall be public, and it shall 

consist of incumbent justices or judges of the supreme court, courts of appeals, or courts of common 
pleas, or retired justices or judges eligible for active duty pursuant to division (C) of Section 6 of 

Article IV, Ohio Constitution, sitting by temporary assignment of the chief justice of the supreme 

court. The chief justice may direct the court to sit in any county for cases on removal upon a 
showing of substantial hardship and whenever justice dictates. 

(C)(l) A civil action against the state shall be heard and determined by a single judge. Upon 

application by the claimant or the state, the chief justice of the supreme court may assign a panel of 
three judges to hear and determine a civil action presenting novel or complex issues of law or fact. 

Concurrenr.e of two memhers of the panel is necessary for any judgment or order. 
(2) Whenever the chief justice of the supreme court believes an equitable resolution of a case 

will be expedited, the chief justice may appoint magistrates in accordance with Civil Rule 53 to hear 
the case. 

(3) When any dispute under division (B) of section 153.12 of the Revised Code is brought to 

the court of claims, upon request of either party to the dispute, the chief justice of the supreme court 
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shall appoint a single referee or a panel of three referees. The referees need not be attorneys, but 

shall be persons knowledgeable about construction contract law, a member of the construction 
industry panel of the American arbitration association, or an individual or individuals deemed 
qualified by the chief justice to serve. No person shall serve as a referee if that person has been 

employed by an affected state agency or a contractor or subcontractor involved in the dispute at any 

time in the preceding five years. Proceedings governing referees shall be in accordance with Civil 
Rule 53, except as modified by this division. The referee or panel of referees shall submit its report, 

which shall include a recommendation and finding of fact, to the judge assigned to the case by the 
chief justice, within thirty days of the conclusion of the hearings. Referees appointed pursuant to this 

division shall be compensated on a per diem basis at the same rate as is paid to judges of the court 

and also shall be paid their expenses. If a single referee is appointed or a panel of three referees is 

appointed, then, with respect to one referee of the panel, the compensation and expenses of the 

referee shall not be taxed as part of the costs in the case but shall be included in the budget of the 
court. If a panel of three referees is appointed, the compensation and expenses of the two remaining 

referees shall be taxed as costs of the case. 

All costs of a case shall be apportioned among the parties. The court may not require that 
any party deposit with the court cash, bonds, or other security in excess of two hundred dollars to 

guarantee payment of costs without the prior approval in each case of the chief justice. 

(4) An appeal from a decision of the attorney general pursuant to sections 2743.51 to 
2743.72 of the Revised Code shall be heard and determined by the court of claims. 

(D) The Rules of Civil Procedure shall govern practice and procedure in all actions in the 

court of claims, except insofar as inconsistent with this chapter. The supreme court may promulgate 
rules governing practice and procedure in actions in the court as provided in Section 5 of Article IV, 

Ohio Constitution. 

(E)(l) A party who files a counterclaim against the state or makes the state a third-party 

defendant in an action commenced in any court, other than the court of claims, shall file a petition 
for removal in the court of claims. The petition shall state the basis for removal, be accompanied by 
a copy of all process, pleadings, and other papers served upon the petitioner, and shall be signed in 

accordance with Civil Rule 11. A petition for removal based on a counterclaim shall be filed within 

twenty-eight days after service of the counterclaim of the petitioner. A petition for removal based on 

third-party practice shall be filed within twenty-eight days after the filing of the third-party 

complaint of the petitioner. 

(2) Within seven days after filing a petition for removal, the petitioner shall give written 
notice to the parties, and shall file a copy of the petition with the clerk of the court in which the 

action was brought originally. The filing effects the removal of the action to the court of claims, and 
the clerk of the court where the action was brought shall forward all papers in the case to the court of 

claims. The court of claims shall adjudicate all civil actions removed. The court may remand a civil 

action to the court in which it originated upon a finding that the removal petition does not justify 
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removal, or upon a finding that the state is no longer a party. 

(3) Bonds, undertakings, or security and injunctions, attachments, sequestrations, or other 
orders issued prior to removal remain in effect until dissolved or modified by the court of claims. 

Sec. 2907.15. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Public retirement system" means the public employees retirement system, state teachers 

retirement system, school employees retirement system, Ohio police and fire pension fund, state 

highway patrol retirement system, or a municipal retirement system of a municipal corporation of 

this state. 
(2) "Government deferred compensation program" means such a program offered by the 

Ghie-public employees deferred compeflsatjoa retirement board; a municipal corporation; or a 
govern.mental government unit, as defined in section 148.06 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Deferred compensation program participant" means a "participating employee" or 
"continuing member," as defined in section 148.01 of the Revised Code, or any other public 

employee who has funds in a government deferred compensation program. 
(4) "Alternative retirement plan" means an alternative retirement plan provided pursuant to 

Chapter 3305. of the Revised Code. 
(5) "Prosecutor" has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code. 

In any case in which a sentencing court orders restitution to the victim under section 2929 .18 
or 2929.28 of the Revised Code for a violation of section 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, or 2907.05 of 

the Revised Code and in which the offender is a government deferred compensation program 
participant, is an electing employee, as defined in section 3305.01 of the Revised Code, or is a 

member of, or receiving a pension, benefit, or allowance, other than a survivorship benefit, from, a 
public retirement system and committed the offense against a child, student, patient, or other person 

with whom the offender had contact in the context of the offender's public employment, at the 

request of the victim the prosecutor shall file a motion with the sentencing court specifying the 
government deferred compensation program, alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system 

and requesting that the court issue an order requiring the government deferred compensation 
program, alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system to withhold the amount required as 

restitution from one or more of the following: any payment to be made from a government deferred 
compensation program, any payment or benefit under an alternative retirement plan, or under a 

pension, annuity, allowance, or any other benefit, other than a survivorship benefit, that has been or 

is in the future granted to the offender; from any payment of accumulated employee contributions 

standing to the offencfor's credit with the government deferred compensation program, alternative 
retirement plan, or public retirement system; or from any payment of any other amounts to be paid to 

the offender pursuant to Chapter 145., 148., 742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Revised Code on 
withdrawal of contributions. The motion may be filed at any time subsequent to the conviction of the 

offender or entry of a guilty plea. On the filing of the motion, the clerk of the court in which the 

motion is filed shall notify the offender and the government deferred compensation program, 
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alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system, in writing, of all of the following: that the 

motion was filed; that the offender will be granted a hearing on the issuance of the requested order if 
the offender files a written request for a hearing with the clerk prior to the expiration of thirty days 

after the offender receives the notice; that, if a hearing is requested, the court will schedule a hearing 

as soon as possible and notify the offender and the government deferred compensation program, 

alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system of the date, time, and place of the hearing; 

that, if a hearing is conducted, it will be limited to a consideration of whether the offender can show 

good cause why the order should not be issued; that, if a hearing is conducted, the court will not 
issue the order if the court determines, based on evidence presented at the hearing by the offender, 

that there is good cause for the order not to be issued; that the court will issue the order if a hearing 

is not requested or if a hearing is conducted but the court does not determine, based on evidence 

presented at the hearing by the offender, that there is good cause for the order not to be issued; and 

that, if the order is issued, the government deferred compensation program, alternative retirement 

plan, or public retirement system specified in the motion will be required to withhold the amount 
required as restitution from payments to the offender. 

(B) In any case in which a motion requesting the issuance of a withholding order as 
described in division (A) of this section is filed, the offender may receive a hearing on the motion by 

delivering a written request for a hearing to the court prior to the expiration of thirty days after the 

offender's receipt of the notice provided pursuant to division (A) of this section. If the offender 

requests a hearing within the prescribed time, the court shall schedule a hearing as soon as possible 

after the request is made and notify the offender and the government deferred compensation 
program, alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system of the date, time, and place of the 
hearing. A hearing scheduled under this division shall be limited to a consideration of whether there 

is good cause, based on evidence presented by the offender, for the requested order not to be issued. 

If the court determines, based on evidence presented by the offender, that there is good cause for the 

order not to be issued, the court shall deny the motion and shall not issue the order. Good cause for 

not issuing the order includes a determination by the court that the order would severely impact the 
offender's ability to support the offender's dependents. 

If the offender does not request a hearing within the prescribed time or the court conducts a 

hearing but does not determine, based on evidence presented by the offender, that there is good 
cause for the order not to be issued, the court shall order the government deferred compensation 

program, alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system to withhold the amount required as 

restitution from one or more of the following: any payments to be made from a government deferred 

compensation program, any payment or benefit under an alternative retirement plan, or under a 
pension, annuity, allowance, or under any other benefit, other than a survivorship benefit, that has 

been or is in the future granted to the offender; from any payment of accumulated employee 
contributions standing to the offender's credit with the government deferred compensation program, 

alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system; or from any payment of any other amounts 
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to be paid to the offender upon withdrawal of contributions pursuant to Chapter 145., 148., 742., 

3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Revised Code and to continue the withholding for that purpose, in 
accordance with the order, out of each payment to be made on or after the date of issuance of the 

order, until further order of the court. On receipt of an order issued under this division, the 

government deferred compensation program, alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system 
shall withhold the amount required as restitution, in accordance with the order, from any such 
payments and immediately forward the amount withheld to the clerk of the court in which the order 

was issued for payment to the person to whom restitution is to be made. The order shall not apply to 

any portion of payments made from a government deferred compensation program, alternative 

retirement plan, or public retirement system to a person other than the offender pursuant to a 

previously issued domestic court order. 

(C) Service of a notice required by division (A) or (B) of this section shall be effected in the 
same manner as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure for the service of process. 

(D) Upon the filing of charges under section 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, or 2907.05 of the 

Revised Code against a person who is a deferred compensation program participant, an electing 

employee participating in an alternative retirement plan, or a member of, or receiving a pension 
benefit, or allowance, other than a survivorship benefit, from a public retirement system for an 

offense against a child, student, patient, or other person with whom the offender had contact in the 

context of the offender's public employment, the prosecutor shall send written notice that charges 
have been filed against that person to the appropriate government deferred compensation program, 

alternative retirement plan, or public retirement system. The notice shall specifically identify the 

person charged. 
Sec. 2913.401. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Medicaid services" has the same meaning as in section 5164.01 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Property" means any real or personal property or other asset in which a person has any 

legal title or interest. 
(B) No person shall knowingly do any of the following in an application for enrollment in 

the medicaid program or in a document that requires a disclosure of assets for the purpose of 

determining eligibility for the medicaid program: 

(1) Make or cause to be made a false or misleading statement; 

(2) Conceal an interest in property; 
(3)(a) Except as provided in division (B)(3)(b) of this section, fail to disclose a transfer of 

property th<lt or.r.11rreci ciuring the period beginning thirty-six months before submission of the 

application or document and ending on the date the application or document was submitted; 
(b) Fail to disclose a transfer of property that occurred during the period beginning sixty 

months before submission of the application or document and ending on the date the application or 

document was submitted and that was made to an irrevocable trust a portion of which is not 
distributable to the applicant for or recipient of medicaid or to a revocable trust. 
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(C)(l) Whoever violates this section is guilty of medicaid eligibility fraud. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, a violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the value of the medicaid services paid as a result of the violation is one thousand dollars or more 
and is less than seven thousand five hundred dollars, a violation of this section is a felony of the fifth 

degree. If the value of the medicaid services paid as a result of the violation is seven thousand five 
hundred dollars or more and is less than one hundred fifty thousand dollars, a violation of this 
section is a felony of the fourth degree. If the value of the medicaid services paid as a result of the 
violation is one hundred fifty thousand dollars or more, a violation of this section is a felony of the 
third degree. 

(2) In addition to imposing a sentence under division (C)(l) of this section, the court shall 
may order that a person who is guilty of medicaid eligibility fraud make restitution in the full 
amount of two hundred per cent of any medicaid services paid on behalf of an applicant for or 
recipient of medicaid for which the applicant or recipient was not eligible, plus interest at the rate 
applicable to judgments on unreimbursed amounts from the date on which the medicaid services 
were paid to the date on which restitution is made. 

(3) The remedies and penalties provided in this section are not exclusive and do not preclude 
the use of any other criminal or civil remedy for any act that is in violation of this section. 

(D) This section does not apply to a person who fully disclosed in an application for 
medicaid or in a document that requires a disclosure of assets for the purpose of detennining 
eligibility for medicaid all of the interests in property of the applicant for or recipient of medicaid, 
all transfers of property by the applicant for or recipient of medicaid, and the circumstances of all 

those transfers. 
(E) Any amounts of medicaid services recovered as restitution under this section and any 

interest on those amounts shall be credited to the general revenue fund, and any applicable federal 
share shall be returned to the appropriate agency or department of the United States. 

Sec. 2915.01. As used in this chapter: 
(A) "Bookmaking" means the business of receiving or paying off bets. 
(B) "Bet" means the hazarding of anything of value upon the result of an event, undertaking, 

or contingency, but does not include a bona fide business risk. 
(C) "Scheme of chance" means a slot machine unless authorized under Chapter 3772. of the 

Revised Code, lottery unless authorized under Chapter 3770. of the Revised Code, numbers game, 
pool conducted for profit, or other scheme in which a participant gives a valuable consideration for a 
chance to win a prize, but does not include bingo, a skill-based amusement machine, or a pool not 
conducted for profit. "Scheme of chance" includes the use of an electronic device to reveal the 
results of a game entry if valuable consideration is paid, directly or indirectly, for a chance to win a 
prize. Valuable consideration is deemed to be paid for a chance to win a prize in the following 

instances: 
(1) Less than fifty per cent of the goods or services sold by a scheme of chance operator in 
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exchange for game entries are used or redeemed by participants at any one location; 

(2) Less than fifty per cent of participants who purchase goods or services at any one 

location do not accept, use, or redeem the goods or services sold or purportedly sold; 
(3) More than fifty per cent of prizes at any one location are revealed to participants through 

an electronic device simulating a game of chance or a "casino game" as defined in section 3772.01 

of the Revised Code; 
(4) The good or service sold by a scheme of chance operator in exchange for a game entry 

cannot be used or redeemed in the manner advertised; 
(5) A participant pays more than fair market value for goods or services offered by a scheme 

of chance operator in order to receive one or more game entries; 
(6) A participant may use the electronic device to purchase additional game entries; 

(7) A participant may purchase additional game entries by using points or credits won as 

prizes while using the electronic device; 
(8) A scheme of chance operator pays out in prize money more than twenty per cent of the 

gross revenue received at one location; or 
(9) A participant makes a purchase or exchange in order to obtain any good or service that 

may be used to facilitate play on the electronic device. 

As used in this division, "electronic device" means a mechanical, video, digital, or electronic 
machine or device that is capable of displaying information on a screen or other mechanism and that 

is owned, leased, or otherwise possessed by any person conducting a scheme of chance, or by that 

person's partners, affiliates, subsidiaries, or contractors. "Electronic device" does not include an 

electronic instant bingo system. 
(D) "Game of chance" means poker, craps, roulette, or other game in which a player gives 

anything of value in the hope of gain, the outcome of which is determined largely by chance, but 

does not include bingo. 
(E) "Game of chance conducted for profit" means any game of chance designed to produce 

income for the person who conducts or operates the game of chance, but does not include bingo. 

(F) "Gambling device" means any of the following: 
(1) A book, totalizer, or other equipment for recording bets; 

(2) A ticket, token, or other device representing a chance, share, or interest in a scheme of 

chance or evidencing a bet; 

(3) A deck of cards, dice, gaming table, roulette wheel, slot machine, or other apparatus 

designed for use in connection with a game of chance; 
(4) Any equipment, device, apparatus, or paraphernalia specially designed for gambling 

purposes; 
(5) Bingo supplies sold or otherwise provided, or used, in violation of this chapter. 

(G) "Gambling offense" means any of the following: 

(1) A violation of this chapter; 
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(2) A violation of an existing or former municipal ordinance or law of this or any other state 
or the United States substantially equivalent to any provision of this chapter or a violation of section 
2915.06 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to July 1, 1996; 

(3) An offense under an existing or former municipal ordinance or law of this or any other 
state or the United States, of which gambling is an element; 

(4) A conspiracy or attempt to commit, or complicity in committing, any offense under 
division (G)(l ), (2), or (3) of this section. 

(H) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, "charitable organization" means either of 
the following: 

(1) An organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and 
described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(2) A volunteer rescue service organization, volunteer firefighter's organization, veteran's 
organization, fraternal organization, or sporting organization that is exempt from federal income 
taxation under subsection 501(c)(4), (c)(7), (c)(8), (c)(l0), or (c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

To qualify as a "charitable organization," an organization shall have been in continuous 
existence as such in this state for a period of two years immediately preceding either the making of 
an application for a bingo license under section 2915.08 of the Revised Code or the conducting of 
any game of chance as provided in division (D) of section 2915.02 of the Revised Code. 

(I) "Religious organization" means any church, body of communicants, or group that is not 
organized or operated for profit and that gathers in common membership for regular worship and 
religious observances. 

(J) "Veteran's organization" means any individual post or state headquarters of a national 
veteran's association or an auxiliary unit of any individual post of a national veteran's association, 
which post, state headquarters, or auxiliary unit is incorporated as a nonprofit corporation and either 
has received a letter from the state headquarters of the national veteran's association indicating that 
the individual post or auxiliary unit is in good standing with the national veteran's association or has 
received a letter from the national veteran's association indicating that the state headquarters is in 
good standing with the national veteran's association. As used in this division, "national veteran's 
association" means any veteran's association that has been in continuous existence as such for a 
period of at least five years and either is incorporated by an act of the United States congress or has a 
national dues-paying membership of at least five thousand persons. 

(K) "Volunteer firefighter's organization" means any organization of volunteer firefighters, 
as defined in section 146.01 of the Revised Code, that is organized and operated exclusively to 
provide financial support for a volunteer fire department or a volunteer fire company and that is 
recognized or ratified by a county, municipal corporation, or township. 

(L) "Fraternal organization" means any society, order, state headquarters, or association 
within this state, except a college or high school fraternity, that is not organized for profit, that is a 
branch, lodge, or chapter of a national or state organization, that exists exclusively for the common 
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business or sodality of its members. 
(M) "Volunteer rescue service organization" means any organization of volunteers organized 

to function as an emergency medical service organization, as defined in section 4765.01 of the 

Revised Code. 
(N) "Charitable bingo game" means any bingo game described in division (0)(1) or (2) of 

this section that is conducted by a charitable organization that has obtained a license pursuant to 

section 2915.08 of the Revised Code and the proceeds of which are used for a charitable purpose. 

(0) "Bingo" means either of the following: 
(1) A game with all of the following characteristics: 

(a) The participants use bingo cards or sheets, including paper formats and electronic 

representation or image formats, that are divided into twenty-five spaces arranged in five horizontal 

and five vertical rows of spaces, with each space, except the central space, being designated by a 
combination of a letter and a number and with the central space being designated as a free space. 

(b) The participants cover the spaces on the bingo cards or sheets that correspond to 
combinations of letters and numbers that are announced by a bingo game operator. 

(c) A bingo game operator announces combinations of letters and numbers that appear on 

objects that a bingo game operator selects by chance, either manually or mechanically, from a 

receptacle that contains seventy-five objects at the beginning of each game, each object marked by a 

different combination of a letter and a number that corresponds to one of the seventy-five possible 
combinations of a letter and a number that can appear on the bingo cards or sheets. 

(d) The winner of the bingo game includes any participant who properly announces during 
the interval between the announcements of letters and numbers as described in division (0)( l )(c) of 

this section, that a predetermined and preannounced pattern of spaces has been covered on a bingo 

card or sheet being used by the participant. 

(2) Instant bingo, electronic instant bingo, and raffles. 
(P) "Conduct" means to back, promote, organize, manage, carry on, sponsor, or prepare for 

the operation of bingo or a game of chance, a scheme of chance, or a sweepstakes. 
(Q) "Bingo game operator" means any person, except security personnel, who performs 

work or labor at the site of bingo, including, but not limited to, collecting money from participants, 

handing out bingo cards or sheets or objects to cover spaces on bingo cards or sheets, selecting from 

a receptacle the objects that contain the combination of letters and numbers that appear on bingo 

cards or sheets, calling out the combinations of letters and numbers, distributing prizes, selling or 
redeeming instant hingo tickets or cards, selling or redeeming electronic instant bingo tickets, 
credits, or vouchers, accessing an electronic instant bingo system other than as a participant, 

supervising the operation of a punch board, selling raffle tickets, selecting raffle tickets from a 

receptacle and announcing the winning numbers in a raffle, and preparing, selling, and serving food 

or beverages. "Bingo game operator" does not include a person who is installing, maintaining, 
updating, or repairing an electronic instant bingo system. 
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(R) "Participant" means any person who plays bingo. 

(S) "Bingo session" means a period that includes both of the following: 

(1) Not to exceed five continuous hours for the conduct of one or more games described in 
division (0)(1) of this section, instant bingo, and electronic instant bingo; 

(2) A period for the conduct of instant bingo and electronic instant bingo for not more than 

two hours before and not more than two hours after the period described in division (S)(l) of this 

section. 
(T) "Gross receipts" means all money or assets, including admission fees, that a person 

receives from bingo without the deduction of any amounts for prizes paid out or for the expenses of 

conducting bingo. "Gross receipts" does not include any money directly taken in from the sale of 

food or beverages by a charitable organization conducting bingo, or by a bona fide auxiliary unit or 

society of a charitable organization conducting bingo, provided all of the following apply: 

(1) The auxiliary unit or society has been in existence as a bona fide auxiliary unit or society 

of the charitable organization for at least two years prior to conducting bingo. 
(2) The person who purchases the food or beverage receives nothing of value except the food 

or beverage and items customarily received with the purchase of that food or beverage. 
(3) The food and beverages are sold at customary and reasonable prices. 

(U) "Security personnel" includes any person who either is a sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, 
deputy marshal, township constable, or member of an organized police department of a municipal 

corporation or has successfully completed a peace officer's training course pursuant to sections 
109.71 to 109.79 of the Revised Code and who is hired to provide security for the premises on which 

bingo is conducted. 
(V) "Charitable purpose" means that the net profit of bingo, other than instant bingo or 

electronic instant bingo, is used by, or is given, donated, or otherwise transferred to, any of the 

following: 
(1) Any organization that is described in subsection 509(a)(l), 509(a)(2), or 509(a)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code and is either a governmental unit or an organization that is tax exempt under 
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 50l(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(2) A veteran's organization that is a post, chapter, or organization of veterans, or an 
auxiliary unit or society of, or a trust or foundation for, any such post, chapter, or organization 

organized in the United States or any of its possessions, at least seventy-five per cent of the members 

of which are veterans and substantially all of the other members of which are individuals who are 

spouses, widows, or widowers of veterans, or such individuals, provided that no part of the net 
earnings of such post, chapter, or organization inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or 

individual, and further provided that the net profit is used by the post, chapter, or organization for 
the charitable purposes set forth in division (B)(12) of section 5739.02 of the Revised Code, is used 

for awarding scholarships to or for attendance at an institution mentioned in division (B)(12) of 

section 5739.02 of the Revised Code, is donated to a governmental agency, or is used for nonprofit 
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youth activities, the purchase of United States or Ohio flags that are donated to schools, youth 
groups, or other bona fide nonprofit organizations, promotion of patriotism, or disaster relief; 

(3) A fraternal organization that has been in continuous existence in this state for fifteen 

years and that uses the net profit exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or 

educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, if contributions for such 

use would qualify as a deductible charitable contribution under subsection 170 of the Internal 

Revenue Code; 
(4) A volunteer firefighter's organization that uses the net profit for the purposes set forth in 

division (K) of this section. 
(W) "Internal Revenue Code" means the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 

26 U.S.C. 1, as now or hereafter amended. 

(X) "Youth athletic organization" means any organization, not organized for profit, that is 
organized and operated exclusively to provide financial support to, or to operate, athletic activities 

for persons who are twenty-one years of age or younger by means of sponsoring, organizing, 

operating, or contributing to the support of an athletic team, club, league, or association. 
(Y) "Youth athletic park organization" means any organization, not organized for profit, that 

satisfies both of the following: 
(1) It owns, operates, and maintains playing fields that satisfy both of the following: 

(a) The playing fields are used for athletic activities by one or more organizations, not 
organized for profit, each of which is organized and operated exclusively to provide financial 

support to, or to operate, athletic activities for persons who are eighteen years of age or younger by 
means of sponsoring, organizing, operating, or contributing to the support of an athletic team, club, 

league, or association. 
(b) The playing fields are not used for any profit-making activity at any time during the year. 

(2) It uses the proceeds of bingo it conducts exclusively for the operation, maintenance, and 

improvement of its playing fields of the type described in division (Y)(l) of this section. 
(Z) "Bingo supplies" means bingo cards or sheets; instant bingo tickets or cards; electronic 

bingo aids; raffle tickets; punch boards; seal cards; instant bingo ticket dispensers; electronic instant 

bingo systems; and devices for selecting or displaying the combination of bingo letters and numbers 

or raffle tickets. Items that are "bingo supplies" are not gambling devices if sold or otherwise 

provided, and used, in accordance with this chapter. For purposes of this chapter, "bingo supplies" 

are not to be considered equipment used to conduct a bingo game. 
(AA) "Instant bingo" means a form of bingo that shall use folded or banded tickets or paper 

cards with perforated break-open tabs, a face of which is covered or otherwise hidden from view to 
conceal a number, letter, or symbol, or set of numbers, letters, or symbols, some of which have been 

designated in advance as prize winners, and may also include games in which some winners are 

determined by the random selection of one or more bingo numbers by the use of a seal card or bingo 
blower. "Instant bingo" also includes a punch board game. In all "instant bingo" the prize amount 
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and structure shall be predetermined. "Instant bingo" does not include electronic instant bingo or any 
device that is activated by the insertion of a coin, currency, token, or an equivalent, and that contains 

as one of its components a video display monitor that is capable of displaying numbers, letters, 
symbols, or characters in winning or losing combinations. 

(BB) "Seal card" means a form of instant bingo that uses instant bingo tickets in conjunction 

with a board or placard that contains one or more seals that, when removed or opened, reveal 
predesignated winning numbers, letters, or symbols. 

(CC) "Raffle" means a form of bingo in which the one or more prizes are won by one or 

more persons who have purchased a raffle ticket. The one or more winners of the raffle are 

determined by drawing a ticket stub or other detachable section from a receptacle containing ticket 

stubs or detachable sections corresponding to all tickets sold for the raffle. "Raffle" does not include 

the drawing of a ticket stub or other detachable section of a ticket purchased to attend a professional 
sporting event if both of the following apply: 

(1) The ticket stub or other detachable section is used to select the winner of a free prize 

given away at the professional sporting event; and 
(2) The cost of the ticket is the same as the cost of a ticket to the professional sporting event 

on days when no free prize is given away. 

(DD) "Punch board" means a form of instant bingo that uses a board containing a number of 
holes or receptacles of uniform size in which are placed, mechanically and randomly, serially 

numbered slips of paper that may be punched or drawn from the hole or receptacle. A player may 

punch or draw the numbered slips of paper from the holes or receptacles and obtain the prize 
established for the game if the number drawn corresponds to a winning number or, if the punch 

board includes the use of a seal card, a potential winning number. 

(EE) "Gross profit" means gross receipts minus the amount actually expended for the 

payment of prize awards. 
(FF) "Net profit" means gross profit minus expenses. 

(GG) "Expenses" means the reasonable amount of gross profit actually expended for all of 
the following: 

(1) The purchase or lease of bingo supplies; 
(2) The annual license fee required under section 2915.08 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Bank fees and service charges for a bingo session or game account described in section 

2915.10 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Audits and accounting services; 
(5) Safes; 

(6) Cash registers; 
(7) Hiring security personnel; 

(8) Advertising bingo; 

(9) Renting premises in which to conduct a bingo session; 
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(10) Tables and chairs; 

(11) Expenses for maintaining and operating a charitable organization's facilities, including, 

but not limited to, a post home, club house, lounge, tavern, or canteen and any grounds attached to 
the post home, club house, lounge, tavern, or canteen; 

(12) Payment of real property taxes and assessments that are levied on a premises on which 

bingo is conducted; 
(13) Any other product or service directly related to the conduct of bingo that is authorized 

in rules adopted by the attorney general under division (F)(l) of section 2915.08 of the Revised 

Code. 
(HH) "Person" has the same meaning as in section 1.59 of the Revised Code and includes 

any firm or any other legal entity, however organized. 

(11) "Revoke" means to void permanently all rights and privileges of the holder of a license 

issued under section 2915.08, 2915.081, or 2915.082 of the Revised Code or a charitable gaming 
license issued by another jurisdiction. 

(JJ) "Suspend" means to interrupt temporarily all rights and privileges of the holder of a 

license issued under section 2915.08, 2915.081, or 2915.082 of the Revised Code or a charitable 
gaming license issued by another jurisdiction. 

(KK) "Distributor" means any person who purchases or obtains bingo supplies and who does 
either of the following: 

(1) Sells, offers for sale, or otherwise provides or offers to provide the bingo supplies to 
another person for use in this state; 

(2) Modifies, converts, adds to, or removes parts from the bingo supplies to further their 

promotion or sale for use in this state. 

(LL) "Manufacturer" means any person who assembles completed bingo supplies from raw 

materials, other items, or subparts or who modifies, converts, adds to, or removes parts from bingo 
supplies to further their promotion or sale. 

(MM) "Gross annual revenues" means the annual gross receipts derived from the conduct of 

bingo described in division (0)(1) of this section plus the annual net profit derived from the conduct 

ofbingo described in division (0)(2) of this section. 

(NN) "Instant bingo ticket dispenser" means a mechanical device that dispenses an instant 

bingo ticket or card as the sole item of value dispensed and that has the following characteristics: 
(1) It is activated upon the insertion of United States currency. 

(2) Tt performs no gaming functions. 
(3) It does not contain a video display monitor or generate noise. 

(4) It is not capable of displaying any numbers, letters, symbols, or characters in winning or 
losing combinations. 

(5) It does not simulate or display rolling or spinning reels. 

(6) It is incapable of determining whether a dispensed bingo ticket or card is a winning or 
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nonwinning ticket or card and requires a winning ticket or card to be paid by a bingo game operator. 
(7) It may provide accounting and security features to aid in accounting for the instant bingo 

tickets or cards it dispenses. 
(8) It is not part of an electronic network and is not interactive. 
(00)(1) "Electronic bingo aid" means an electronic device used by a participant to monitor 

bingo cards or sheets purchased at the time and place of a bingo session and that does all of the 
following: 

(a) It provides a means for a participant to input numbers and letters announced by a bingo 
caller. 

(b) It compares the numbers and letters entered by the participant to the bingo faces 
previously stored in the memory of the device. 

(c) It identifies a winning bingo pattern. 
(2) "Electronic bingo aid" does not include any device into which a coin, currency, token, or 

an equivalent is inserted to activate play. 
(PP) "Deal" means a single game of instant bingo tickets, or a single game of electronic 

instant bingo tickets, all with the same serial number. 
(QQ)(l) "Slot machine" means either of the following: 
(a) Any mechanical, electronic, video, or digital device that is capable of accepting anything 

of value, directly or indirectly, from or on behalf of a player who gives the thing of value in the hope 
of gain; 

(b) Any mechanical, electronic, video, or digital device that is capable of accepting anything 
of value, directly or indirectly, from or on behalf of a player to conduct bingo or a scheme or game 
of chance. 

(2) "Slot machine" does not include a skill-based amusement machine, an instant bingo 

ticket dispenser, or an electronic instant bingo system. 
(RR) "Net profit from the proceeds of the sale of instant bingo or electronic instant bingo" 

means gross profit minus the ordinary, necessary, and reasonable expense expended for the purchase 
of bingo supplies for the purpose of conducting instant bingo or electronic instant bingo, and, in the 
case of instant bingo or electronic instant bingo conducted by a veteran's, fraternal, or sporting 
organization, minus the payment by that organization of real property taxes and assessments levied 
on a premises on which instant bingo or electronic instant bingo is conducted. 

(SS) "Charitable instant bingo organization" means an organization that is exempt from 
federal income taxation under subsection 50l(a) and described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code and is a charitable organization as defined in this section. A "charitable 
instant bingo organization" does not include a charitable organization that is exempt from federal 
income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 50l(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and that is created by a veteran's organization, a fraternal organization, or a sporting 
organization in regards to bingo conducted or assisted by a veteran's organization, a fraternal 
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organization, or a sporting organization pursuant to section 2915.13 of the Revised Code. 

(TT) "Game flare" means the board or placard, or electronic representation of a board or 

placard, that accompanies each deal of instant bingo or electronic instant bingo tickets and that 
includes the following information for the game: 

(1) The name of the game; 

(2) The manufacturer's name or distinctive logo; 
(3) The form number; 

(4) The ticket count; 

(5) The prize structure, including the number of winning tickets by denomination and the 

respective winning symbol or number combinations for the winning tickets; 
(6) The cost per play; 

(7) The serial number of the game. 

(UU)(l) "Skill-based amusement machine" means a mechanical, video, digital, or electronic 
device that rewards the player or players, if at all, only with merchandise prizes or with redeemable 

vouchers redeemable only for merchandise prizes, provided that with respect to rewards for playing 
the game all of the following apply: 

(a) The wholesale value of a merchandise prize awarded as a result of the single play of a 

machine does not exceed ten dollars; 

(b) Redeemable vouchers awarded for any single play of a machine are not redeemable for a 
merchandise prize with a wholesale value of more than ten dollars; 

(c) Redeemable vouchers are not redeemable for a merchandise prize that has a wholesale 

value of more than ten dollars times the fewest number of single plays necessary to accrue the 
redeemable vouchers required to obtain that prize; and 

(d) Any redeemable vouchers or merchandise prizes are distributed at the site of the skill­

based amusement machine at the time of play. 

A card for the purchase of gasoline is a redeemable voucher for purposes of division (UU)(l) 
of this section even if the skill-based amusement machine for the play of which the card is awarded 

is located at a place where gasoline may not be legally distributed to the public or the card is not 

redeemable at the location of, or at the time of playing, the skill-based amusement machine. 
(2) A device shall not be considered a skill-based amusement machine and shall be 

considered a slot machine if it pays cash or one or more of the following apply: 

(a) The ability of a player to succeed at the game is impacted by the number or ratio of prior 

wins to prior losses of players playing the game. 
(b) Any reward of redeemable vouchers is not based solely on the player achieving the 

object of the game or the player's score; 

(c) The outcome of the game, or the value of the redeemable voucher or merchandise prize 

awarded for winning the game, can be controlled by a source other than any player playing the 

game. 
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(d) The success of any player is or may be determined by a chance event that cannot be 

altered by player actions. 
(e) The ability of any player to succeed at the game is determined by game features not 

visible or known to the player. 
(f) The ability of the player to succeed at the game is impacted by the exercise of a skill that 

no reasonable player could exercise. 
(3) All of the following apply to any machine that is operated as described in division (UU) 

(1) of this section: 
(a) As used in division (UU) of this section, "game" and "play" mean one event from the 

initial activation of the machine until the results of play are determined without payment of 

additional consideration. An individual utilizing a machine that involves a single game, play, 

contest, competition, or tournament may be awarded redeemable vouchers or merchandise prizes 

based on the results of play. 
(b) Advance play for a single game, play, contest, competition, or tournament participation 

may be purchased. The cost of the contest, competition, or tournament participation may be greater 

than a single noncontest, competition, or tournament play. 
(c) To the extent that the machine is used in a contest, competition, or tournament, that 

contest, competition, or tournament has a defined starting and ending date and is open to participants 

in competition for scoring and ranking results toward the awarding of redeemable vouchers or 

merchandise prizes that are stated prior to the start of the contest, competition, or tournament. 
(4) For purposes of division (UU)( 1) of this section, the mere presence of a device, such as a 

pin-setting, ball-releasing, or scoring mechanism, that does not contribute to or affect the outcome of 

the play of the game does not make the device a skill-based amusement machine. 
(VV) "Merchandise prize" means any item of value, but shall not include any of the 

following: 
(1) Cash, gift cards, or any equivalent thereof; 
(2) Plays on games of chance, state lottery tickets, or bingo; 

(3) Firearms, tobacco, or alcoholic beverages; or 
(4) A redeemable voucher that is redeemable for any of the items listed in division (VV)(l ), 

(2), or (3) of this section. 
(WW) "Redeemable voucher" means any ticket, token, coupon, receipt, or other noncash 

representation of value. 
(XX) "Pool not conducted for profit" means a scheme in which a participant gives a valuable 

consideration for a chance to win a prize and the total amount of consideration wagered is 

distributed to a participant or participants. 
(YY) "Sporting organization" means a hunting, fishing, or trapping organization, other than 

a college or high school fraternity or sorority, that is not organized for profit, that is affiliated with a 

state or national sporting organization, including but not limited to, the league of Ohio sportsmen, 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
805 

and that has been in continuous existence in this state for a period of three years. 

(ZZ) "Community action agency" has the same meaning as in section J22.66 5101.311 of the 

Revised Code. 
(AAA)(l) "Sweepstakes terminal device" means a mechanical, video, digital, or electronic 

machine or device that is owned, leased, or otherwise possessed by any person conducting a 

sweepstakes, or by that person's partners, affiliates, subsidiaries, or contractors, that is intended to be 

used by a sweepstakes participant, and that is capable of displaying information on a screen or other 

mechanism. A device is a sweepstakes tenninal device if any of the following apply: 
(a) The device uses a simulated game terminal as a representation of the prizes associated 

with the results of the sweepstakes entries. 

(b) The device utilizes software such that the simulated game influences or determines the 

winning ofor value of the prize. 
(c) The device selects prizes from a predetermined finite pool of entries. 
(d) The device utilizes a mechanism that reveals the content of a predetermined sweepstakes 

entry. 
(e) The device predetermines the prize results and stores those results for delivery at the time 

the sweepstakes entry results are revealed. 

(f) The device utilizes software to create a game result. 
(g) The device reveals the prize incrementally, even though the device does not influence the 

awarding of the prize or the value of any prize awarded. 
(h) The device determines and associates the prize with an entry or entries at the time the 

sweepstakes is entered. 
(2) As used in this division and in section 2915.02 of the Revised Code: 

(a) "Enter" means the act by which a person becomes eligible to receive any prize offered in 

a sweepstakes. 
(b) "Entry" means one event from the initial activation of the sweepstakes terminal device 

until all the sweepstakes prize results from that activation are revealed. 
(c) "Prize" means any gift, award, gratuity, good, service, credit, reward, or any other thing 

of value that may be transferred to a person, whether possession of the prize is actually transferred, 
or placed on an account or other record as evidence of the intent to transfer the prize. 

(d) "Sweepstakes terminal device facility" means any location in this state where a 

sweepstakes terminal device is provided to a sweepstakes participant, except as provided in division 

(G) of section 2915.02 of the Revised Code. 
(BBB) "Sweepstakes" means any game, contest, advertising scheme or plan, or other 

promotion where consideration is not required for a person to enter to win or become eligible to 

receive any prize, the determination of which is based upon chance. "Sweepstakes" does not include 

bingo as authorized under this chapter, pari-mutuel wagering as authorized by Chapter 3769. of the 

Revised Code, lotteries conducted by the state lottery commission as authorized by Chapter 3770. of 
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the Revised Code, and casino gaming as authorized by Chapter 3772. of the Revised Code. 

(CCC)(l) "Electronic instant bingo" means a form of bingo that consists of an electronic or 
digital representation of instant bingo in which a participant wins a prize if the participant's 

electronic instant bingo ticket contains a combination of numbers or symbols that was designated in 

advance as a winning combination, and to which all of the following apply: 

(a) Each deal has a predetermined, finite number of winning and losing tickets and a 

predetermined prize amount and deal structure, provided that there may be multiple winning 
combinations in each deal and multiple winning tickets. 

(b) Each electronic instant bingo ticket within a deal has a unique serial number that is not 

regenerated. 

(c) Each electronic instant bingo ticket within a deal is sold for the same price. 

(d) After a participant purchases an electronic instant bingo ticket, the combination of 
numbers or symbols on the ticket is revealed to the participant. 

(e) The reveal of numbers or symbols on the ticket may incorporate an entertainment or 

bonus theme, provided that the reveal does not include spinning reels that resemble a slot machine. 
(f) The reveal theme, if any, does not require additional consideration or award any prize 

other than any predetermined prize associated with the electronic instant bingo ticket. 

(2) "Electronic instant bingo" shall not include any of the following: 

(a) Any game, entertainment, or bonus theme that replicates or simulates any of the 

following: 
(i) The gambling games of keno, blackjack, roulette, poker, craps, other casino-style table 

games; 
(ii) Horse racing; 

(iii) Gambling games offered in this state on slot machines or video lottery terminals. As 

used in this division, "video lottery terminal" has the same meaning as in section 3770.21 of the 

Revised Code. 
(b) Any device operated by dropping one or more coins or tokens into a slot and pulling a 

handle or pushing a button or touchpoint on a touchscreen to activate one to three or more rotating 

reels marked into horizontal segments by varying symbols, where the predetermined prize amount 

depends on how and how many of the symbols line up when the rotating reels come to a rest; 

(c) Any device that includes a coin or token slot, tray, or hopper and the ability to dispense 

coins, cash, tokens, or anything of value other than a credit ticket voucher. 
(DDD) "Electronic instant bingo system" means both of the following: 
(1) A mechanical, electronic, digital, or video device and associated software to which all of 

the following apply: 
(a) It is used by not more than one player at a time to play electronic instant bingo on a 

single screen that is physically connected to the device; 
(b) It is located on the premises of the principal place of business of a veteran's or fraternal 
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organization that holds a type II or type III bingo license to conduct electronic instant bingo at that 

location issued under section 2915.08 of the Revised Code. 
(2) Any associated equipment or software used to manage, monitor, or document any aspect 

of electronic instant bingo. 

Sec. 2917.211. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Child-victim oriented offense" and "sexually orjented offense" have the same meanings 

as in section 2950.0 I. of the Revised Code. 
{1L"Disseminate" means to post, distribute, or publish on a computer device, computer 

network, web site, or other electronic device or medium of communication. 

~fil"lmage" means a photograph, film, videotape, digital recording, or other depiction or 

portrayal of a person. 

~ID."lnteractive computer service" has the meaning defined in the "Telecommunications 

Act of 1996," 47 U.S.C. 230, as amended. 
t4t-ill_"Internet provider" means a provider of internet service, including all of the 

following: 
(a) Broadband service, however defined or classified by the federal communications 

commission; 
(b) Information service or telecommunications service, both as defined in the 

"Telecommunications Act of 1996," 47 U.S.C. 153, as amended; 

(c) Internet protocol-enabled services, as defined in section 4927.01 of the Revised Code. 
~@."Mobile service" and "telecommunications carrier" have the meanings defined in 47 

U.S.C. 153, as amended. 
fet-ffi."Cable service provider" has the same meaning as in section 1332.01 of the Revised 

Code. 
f+t-.([L"Direct-to-home satellite service" has the meaning defined in 47 U.S.C. 303, as 

amended. 
f&t-fil"Video service provider" has the same meaning as in section 1332.21 of the Revised 

Code. 
f9j-{lfil_"Sexual act" means any of the following: 
(a) Sexual activity; 

(b) Masturbation; 
(c) An act involving a bodily substance that is performed for the purpose of sexual arousal or 

gratification; 

(d) Sada-masochistic abuse. 
(11) "Fabricated sexual image" has the same meaning as in section 2307.66 of the Revised 

(B) No person shall knowingly disseminate an image of another person if all of the following 

apply: 
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(1) The person in the image is eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) The person in the image can be identified from the image itself or from information 
displayed in connection with the image and the offender supplied the identifying information. 

(3) The person in the image is in a state of nudity or is engaged in a sexual act. 

(4) The image is disseminated without consent from the person in the image. 

(5) The image is disseminated with intent to harm the person in the image. 

(C) No person shall knowingly disseminate a fabricated sexual image of another person 

without the other person's consent. 
(D) No person shall, without the consent of the depicted person. in order to harass, extort. 

threaten, or cause physical. emotional, reputational. or economic hann to a person falsely depicted. 

knowingly do either of the following: 
(1) Create a fabricated sexual image with intent to distribute; 

(2) Solicit the creation of a fabricated sexual image with intent to distribute. 
(ID_This section does not prohibit the dissemination of an image or fabricated sexual image 

if any of the following apply: 
(1) The image or fabricated sexual image is disseminated for the purpose of a criminal 

investigation that is otherwise lawful. 
(2) The image or fabricated sexual image is disseminated for the purpose of, or in connection 

with, the reporting of unlawful conduct. 
(3) The image or fabricated sexual image is part of a news report or commentary or an 

artistic or expressive work, such as a performance, work of art, literary work, theatrical work, 

musical work, motion picture, film, or audiovisual work. 
(4) The image or fabricated sexual image is disseminated by a law enforcement officer, or a 

corrections officer or guard in a detention facility, acting within the scope of the person's official 

duties. 
(5) The image or fabricated sexual image is disseminated for another lawful public purpose. 
(6) +he-Tf the person in the image or fabricated sexual image is eighteen years of age or 

older. the person in the image or fabricated sexual image is knowingly and willingly in a state of 

nudity or engaged in a sexual act and is knowingly and willingly in a location in which the person 
does not have a reasonable expectation ofprivacy. 

(7) The image or fabricated sexual image is disseminated for the purpose of medical 

treatment or examination. 
~fr}_The following entities are not liable for a violation of this section solely as a result of 

an image or fabricated sexual image or other information provided by another person: 

(1) A provider of interactive computer service; 
(2) A mobile service; 

(3) A telecommunications carrier; 

(4) An internet provider; 
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(5) A cable service provider; 

(6) A direct-to-home satellite service; 

(7) A video service provider. 
(lB-.(Q)_Any conduct that is a violation of this section and any other section of the Revised 

Code may be prosecuted under this section, the other section, or both sections. 

(F)(l)(a) (H)(l)(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (P)(J)(b), (e) or (d) (H)(l)(b) of 

this section, whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of nonconsensual dissemination of 
private sexual images, a misdemeaooF--felony of the tA+ffl-fifth degree. 

(b) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of 

division (B) of this section, a scxuaUy oriented offense, or a child-victim oriented offense, 

nonconsensual dissemination of private sexual images is a misdemeasor felony of the seooad fourth 

degree. 
(o) If the offeftder previousl)• has been oonvieted of or ~leased gt±ilty to two or more 

violations of this seotion, nonoonsens1:1al dissemiaation of pri•.iate se~rna1 images is a misdemeanor of 

the first degree. 
(d) If the offender i-s unaer eighteoa years of ago and the person in the image is aot more­

than five years older than the offenaer, the ofimaor shall not be proseeuted 1:10Eler tl~is seotion. 

~2)(a) Except as othe1wise provided in division (H)(2)(b) of this section. whoever 
violates division (C) of this section is guilty of nonconsensual dissemination of fab1icated sexual 

images, a felony of the fourth degree. 
(b) If the offender has previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of this 

section, a sexually oriented offense, or a child-victim oriented offense, nonconsensual di semination 

offabricated sexual images is a felony of the third degree. 
(3)(a) Except as otherwise provided .in division (l-O(3)(b) of this section, whoever violates 

division (D) of this section is guilty of nonconsensual creation of fabJicated sexual images, a felony 

of the fotuth degree. 
(b) If the offender has previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of this 

section, a sexually oriented offense. or a child-victim oriented offense, nonconsensual creation of 

fabJicated sexual images is a. felony of the third degree. 
filln addition to any other penalty or disposition authorized or required by law, the court 

may order any person who is convicted of a violation of this section or who is adjudicated 

delinquent by reason of a violation of this section to criminally forfeit all of the following property 

to the state under Chapter 2981. of the Revised Code: 
(a) Any profits or proceeds and any property the person has acquired or maintained in 

violation of this section that the sentencing court determines to have been acquired or maintained as 

a result of the violation; 
(b) Any interest in, securities of, claim against, or property or contractual right of any kind 

affording a source of influence over any enterprise that the person has established, operated, 
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controlled, or conducted in violation of this section that the sentencing court determines to have been 
acquired or maintained as a result of the violation. 

fGt-ill..A victim of a violation of this section may commence a civil cause of action against 
the offender, as described in section 2307.66 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2919.171. (A)(l) A physician who performs or induces or attempts to perform or induce 
an abortion on a pregnant woman shall submit a report to the department of health in accordance 
with the forms, rules, and regulations adopted by the department that includes all of the information 
the physician is required to certify in writing or determine under section 2919 .17, section 2919 .18, 
divisions (A) and (C) of section 2919.192, division (C) of section 2919.193, division (B) of section 
2919.195, or division (A) of section 2919.196 of the Revised Code. 

(2) If a person other than the physician described in division (A)(l) of this section makes or 

maintains a record required by sections 2919.192 to 2919.196 of the Revised Code on the 
physician's behalf or at the physician's direction, that person shall comply with the reporting 
requirement described in division (A)(l) of this section as if the person were the physician described 
in that division. 

(B) By September 30 the first day of March of each year, the department of health shall issue 
a public report that provides statistics for the previous calendar year compiled from all of the reports 
covering that calendar year submitted to the department in accordance with this section for each of 
the items listed in division (A) of this section. The report shall also provide the statistics for each 
previous calendar year in which a report was filed with the department pursuant to this section, 
adjusted to reflect any additional information that a physician provides to the department in a late or 
corrected report. The department shall ensure that none of the information included in the report 
could reasonably lead to the identification of any pregnant woman upon whom an abortion is 
performed. 

(C)(l) The physician shall submit the report described in division (A) of this section to the 
department of health within fifteen days after the woman is discharged. If the physician fails to 
submit the report more than thirty days after that fifteen-day deadline, the physician shall be subject 
to a late fee of five hundred dollars for each additional thirty-day period or portion of a thirty-day 
period the report is overdue. A physician who is required to submit to the department of health a 
report under division (A) of this section and who has not submitted a report or has submitted an 
incomplete report more than one year following the fifteen-day deadline may, in an action brought 
by the department of health, be directed by a court of competent jurisdiction to submit a complete 
report to the department of health within a period of time stated in a court order or be subject to 

contempt of court. 
(2) If a physician fails to comply with the requirements of this section, other than filing a late 

report with the department of health, or fails to submit a complete report to the department of health 
in accordance with a court order, the physician is subject to division (B)(43) of section 4731.22 of 
the Revised Code. 
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(3) No person shall falsify any report required under this section. Whoever violates this 
division is guilty of abortion report falsification, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(D) The department of health shall adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised 

Code to assist in compliance with this section. 

Sec. 2919.19. (A) As used in this section and sections 2919.191 to 2919.1910 2919.199 of 

the Revised Code: 

(1) "Conception" means fertilization. 
(2) "Contraceptive" means a drug, device, or chemical that prevents conception. 

(3) "DNA" means deoxyribonucleic acid. 
(4) "Fetal heartbeat" means cardiac activity or the steady and repetitive rhythmic contraction 

of the fetal heart within the gestational sac. 

(5) "Fetus" means the human offspring developing during pregnancy from the moment of 

conception and includes the embryonic stage of development. 

(6) "Gestational age" means the age of an unborn human individual as calculated from the 
first day of the last menstrual period of a pregnant woman. 

(7) "Gestational sac" means the structure that comprises the extraembryonic membranes that 

envelop the fetus and that is typically visible by ultrasound after the fourth week of pregnancy. 

(8) "Intrauterine pregnancy" means a pregnancy in which the fetus is attached to the placenta 

within the uterus of the pregnant woman. 
(9) "Medical emergency" has the same meaning as in section 2919.16 of the Revised Code. 
(10) "Physician" has the same meaning as in section 2305.113 of the Revised Code. 

(11) "Pregnancy" means the human female reproductive condition that begins with 
fertilization, when the woman is carrying the developing human offspring, and that is calculated 

from the first day of the last menstrual period of the woman. 

(12) "Serious risk of the substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function" 

has the same meaning as in section 2919 .16 of the Revised Code. 
(13) "Spontaneous miscarriage" means the natural or accidental termination of a pregnancy 

and the expulsion of the fetus, typically caused by genetic defects in the fetus or physical 

abnormalities in the pregnant woman. 
(14) "Standard medical practice" means the degree of skill, care, and diligence that a 

physician of the same medical specialty would employ in like circumstances. As applied to the 

method used to determine the presence of a fetal heartbeat for purposes of section 2919 .192 of the 

Revised Code, "standard medical practice" includes employing the appropriate means of detection 
depending on the estimated gestational age of the fetus and the condition of the woman and her 

pregnancy. 
(15) "Unborn human individual" means an individual organism of the species homo sapiens 

from fertilization until live birth. 
(B)(l) It is the intent of the general assembly that a court judgment or order suspending 
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enforcement of any provision of this section or sections 2919 .171 or 2919.191 to 2919 .1913 of the 

Revised Code is not to be regarded as tantamount to repeal of that provision. 
(2) Upon the issuance of any court order or judgment restoring, expanding, or clarifying the 

authority of states to prohibit or regulate abortion entirely or in part, or the effective date of an 

amendment to the United States Constitution restoring, expanding, or clarifying the authority of 
states to prohibit or regulate abortion entirely or in part, the attorney general may apply to the 

pertinent state or federal court for either or both of the following: 

(a) A declaration that any one or more sections specified in division (B)(l) of this section are 

constitutional; 
(b) A judgment or order lifting an injunction against the enforcement of any one or more 

sections specified in division (B)(l) of this section. 

(3) If the attorney general fails to apply for the relief described in division (B)(2) of this 

section within the thirty-day period after an event described in that division occurs, any county 
prosecutor, with standing, may apply to the appropriate state or federal court for such relief. 

(4) If any provision of this section or sections 2919.171 or 2919.191 to 2919.1913 of the 

Revised Code is held invalid, or if the application of such provision to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the invalidity of that provision does not affect any other provisions or applications of 

this section and sections 2919 .171 and 2919 .191 to 2919 .1913 of the Revised Code that can be given 
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this section and 

sections 2919 .171 and 2919 .191 to 2919 .1913 of the Revised Code are severable as provided in 
section 1.50 of the Revised Code. In particular, it is the intent of the general assembly that any 

invalidity or potential invalidity of a provision of this section or sections 2919.171 or 2919.191 to 
2919 .1913 of the Revised Code is not to impair the immediate and continuing enforceability of the 

remaining provisions. It is furthermore the intent of the general assembly that the provisions of this 

section and sections 2919.171 or 2919 .191 to 2919 .1913 of the Revised Code are not to have the 

effect of repealing or limiting any other laws of this state, except as specified by this section and 
sections 2919.171 and 2919.191 to 2919.1913 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2921.13. (A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or 
affirm the truth of a false statement previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(1) The statement is made in any official proceeding. 

(2) The statement is made with purpose to incriminate another. 
(3) The statement is made with purpose to mislead a public official in performing the public 

ofticifll's official function. 

(4) The statement is made with purpose to secure the payment of unemployment 
compensation; Ohio works first; prevention, retention, and contingency benefits and services; 

disability financial assistance; retirement benefits or health care coverage from a state retirement 

system; economic development assistance, as defined in section 9.66 of the Revised Code; or other 
benefits administered by a governmental agency or paid out of a public treasury. 
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(5) The statement is made with purpose to secure the issuance by a governmental agency of 

a license, permit, authorization, certificate, registration, release, or provider agreement. 
(6) The statement is sworn or affirmed before a notary public or another person empowered 

to administer oaths. 
(7) The statement is in writing on or in connection with a report or return that is required or 

authorized by law. 
(8) The statement is in writing and is made with purpose to induce another to extend credit to 

or employ the offender, to confer any degree, diploma, certificate of attainment, award of 

excellence, or honor on the offender, or to extend to or bestow upon the offender any other valuable 

benefit or distinction, when the person to whom the statement is directed relies upon it to that 

person's detriment. 
(9) The statement is made with purpose to commit or facilitate the commission of a theft 

offense. 
(10) The statement is knowingly made to a probate court in connection with any action, 

proceeding, or other matter within its jurisdiction, either orally or in a written document, including, 

but not limited to, an application, petition, complaint, or other pleading, or an inventory, account, or 

report. 
(11) The statement is made on an account, form, record, stamp, label, or other writing that is 

required by law. 
(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in 

section 2923 .11 of the Revised Code, and in conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the 
fireann of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or 
altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the 

purchaser's identity. 
(13) The statement is made in a document or instrument of writing that purports to be a 

judgment, lien, or claim of indebtedness and is filed or recorded with the secretary of state, a county 

recorder, or the clerk of a court of record. 
(14) The statement is made in an application filed with a county sheriff pursuant to section 

2923.125 of the Revised Code in order to obtain or renew a concealed handgun license or is made in 

an affidavit submitted to a county sheriff to obtain a concealed handgun license on a temporary 

emergency basis under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code. 
(15) The statement is required under section 5743.71 of the Revised Code in connection with 

the person's purchase of cigarettes or tobacco products in a delivery sale. 

(16) The statement is made to the department of children and youth in connection with the 
Ohio adoption grant program for the pumose of qualifying for or obtaining an adoption grant under 

sections 5101.19 to 5101. I 94 of the Revised Code. 
(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in section 2923.11 of 

the Revised Code, shall knowingly furnish to the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's 
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or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other 
document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(C) No person, in an attempt to obtain a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 
of the Revised Code, shall knowingly present to a sheriff a fictitious or altered document that 
purports to be certification of the person's competence in handling a handgun as described in 
division (B)(3) of that section. 

(D) It is no defense to a charge under division (A)(6) of this section that the oath or 
affirmation was administered or taken in an irregular manner. 

(E) If contradictory statements relating to the same fact are made by the offender within the 
period of the statute of limitations for falsification, it is not necessary for the prosecution to prove 
which statement was false but only that one or the other was false. 

(F)(l) Whoever violates division (A)(l), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (10), (11), (13), eF 

(15), or (16) of this section is guilty of falsification. Except as otherwise provided in this division, 
falsification is a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(9) of this section is guilty of falsification in a theft 
offense. Except as otherwise provided in this division, falsification in a theft offense is a 
misdemeanor of the first degree. If the value of the property or services stolen is one thousand 
dollars or more and is less than seven thousand five hundred dollars, falsification in a theft offense is 
a felony of the fifth degree. If the value of the property or services stolen is seven thousand five 
hundred dollars or more and is less than one hundred fifty thousand dollars, falsification in a theft 
offense is a felony of the fourth degree. If the value of the property or services stolen is one hundred 
fifty thousand dollars or more, falsification in a theft offense is a felony of the third degree. 

(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to 
purchase a firearm, a felony of the fifth degree. 

(4) Whoever violates division (A)(14) or (C) of this section is guilty of falsification to obtain 
a concealed handgun license, a felony of the fourth degree. 

(5) Whoever violates division (A) of this section in removal proceedings under section 
319.26, 321.37, 507.13, or 733.78 of the Revised Code is guilty of falsification regarding a removal 
proceeding, a felony of the third degree. 

(G) A person who violates this section is liable in a civil action to any person harmed by the 
violation for injury, death, or loss to person or property incurred as a result of the commission of the 
offense and for reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and other expenses incurred as a result of 
prosecuting the civil action commenced under this division. A civil action under this division is not 
the exclusive remedy of a person who incurs injury, death, or loss to person or property as a result of 
a violation of this section. 

Sec. 2921.36. (A) No person shall knowingly convey, or attempt to convey, onto the grounds 
of a detention facility or of an institution, office building, or other place that is under the control of 
the department of mental health and addiction services, the department of developmental disabilities, 
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the department of youth services, or the department of rehabilitation and correction any of the 

following items: 
(1) Any deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance, as defined in section 2923.11 of the Revised 

Code, or any part of or ammunition for use in such a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Any drug of abuse, as defined in section 3719.011 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Any intoxicating liquor, as defined in section 4301.01 of the Revised Code, except for 

small amounts of wine for sacramental purposes when the person engaging in the specified conduct 

is a cleric, as defined in section 2317 .02 of the Revised Code. 
(B) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any person who conveys or attempts to 

convey an item onto the grounds of a detention facility or of an institution, office building, or other 

place under the control of the department of mental health and addiction services, the department of 

developmental disabilities, the department of youth services, or the department of rehabilitation and 

correction pursuant to the written authorization of the person in charge of the detention facility or the 

institution, office building, or other place and in accordance with the written rules of the detention 

facility or the institution, office building, or other place. 
(C) No person shall knowingly deliver, or attempt to deliver, to any person who is confined 

in a detention facility, to a child confined in a youth services facility, to a prisoner who is 

temporarily released from confinement for a work assignment, or to any patient in an institution 

under the control of the department of mental health and addiction services or the department of 
developmental disabilities any item listed in division (A)(l), (2), or (3) of this section. 

(D) No person shall knowingly deliver, or attempt to deliver, cash to any person who is 

confined in a detention facility, to a child confined in a youth services facility, or to a prisoner who 

is temporarily released from confinement for a work assignment. 
(E) No person shall knowingly deliver, or attempt to deliver, to any person who is confined 

in a detention facility, to a child confined in a youth services facility, or to a prisoner who is 

temporarily released from confinement for a work assignment a cellular telephone, two-way radio, 

or other electronic communications device. 
(F)(l) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (A)(l) of this section that the 

weapon or dangerous ordnance in question was being transported in a motor vehicle for any lawful 
purpose, that it was not on the actor's person, and, if the weapon or dangerous ordnance in question 

was a firearm, that it was unloaded and was being carried in a closed package, box, or case or in a 

compartment that can be reached only by leaving the vehicle. 
(2) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (C) of this section that the actor 

was not otherwise prohibited by law from delivering the item to the confined person, the child, the 

prisoner, or the patient and that either of the following applies: 
(a) The actor was permitted by the written rules of the detention facility or the institution, 

office building, or other place to deliver the item to the confined person or the patient. 
(b) The actor was given written authorization by the person in charge of the detention facility 
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or the institution, office building, or other place to deliver the item to the confined person or the 

patient. 
(G)(l) Whoever violates division (A)(l) of this section or commits a violation of division 

(C) of this section involving an item listed in division (A)(l) of this section is guilty of illegal 
conveyance of weapons onto the grounds of a specified governmental facility, a felony of the third 
degree. If the offender is an officer or employee of the department of rehabilitation and correction, 
the court shall impose a mandatory prison term from the range of definite prison terms prescribed in 
division (A)(3)(b) of section 2929.14 of the Revised Code for a felony of the third degree. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section or commits a violation of division (C) of 
this section involving any drug of abuse is guilty of illegal conveyance of drugs of abuse onto the 
grounds of a specified governmental facility, a felony of the third degree. If the offender is an officer 
or employee of the department of rehabilitation and correction or of the department of youth 
services, the court shall impose a mandatory prison term from the range of definite prison terms 
prescribed in division (A)(3 )(b) of section 2929 .14 of the Revised Code for a felony of the third 

degree. 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(3) of this section or commits a violation of division (C) of 

this section involving any intoxicating liquor is guilty of illegal conveyance of intoxicating liquor 

onto the grounds of a specified governmental facility, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
(4) Whoever violates division (D) of this section is guilty of illegal conveyance of cash onto 

the grounds of a detention facility, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (D) of this section, illegal conveyance 
of cash onto the grounds of a detention facility is a felony of the fifth degree. 

(5) Wl1oe,.•e,r (S)(a) Except as provided in division (G)(S)(b) of this section. whoever violates 
division (E) of this section is guilty of illegal conveyance of a communications device onto the 
grounds of a specified governmental facility, a misdemeanor of the first degree, or if the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (E) of this section, a 
felony of the fifth degree. 

(b) If the offender is an officer or employee of the department of rehabi litation and 
correction or the department of youth services or a contractor or employee of a contractor providing 
services to the department of rehabilitation and correction or the department of youth services, a 
violation of division {E) of this section is a felony of the th ird degree, and the court shall impose a 
mandatory prison term from the range of definite prison terms prescribed jn divi ion (A)(3)(b) of 
section 2929 .14 of the Revised Cod~ f.Qr a felon of the third de ee. 

Sec. 2921.41. (A) No public official or party official shall commit any theft offense, as 
defined in division (K) of section 2913.01 of the Revised Code, when either of the following applies: 

(1) The offender uses the offender's office in aid of committing the offense or permits or 

assents to its use in aid of committing the offense; 
(2) The property or service involved is owned by this state, any other state, the United States, 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
817 

a county, a municipal corporation, a township, or any political subdivision, department, or agency of 
any of them, is owned by a political party, or is part of a political campaign fund. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of theft in office. Except as otherwise provided in 

this division, theft in office is a felony of the fifth degree. If the value of property or services stolen 

is one thousand dollars or more and is less than seven thousand five hundred dollars, theft in office 

is a felony of the fourth degree. If the value of property or services stolen is seven thousand five 
hundred dollars or more and is less than one hundred fifty thousand dollars, theft in office is a felony 

of the third degree. If the value of property or services stolen is one hundred fifty thousand dollars or 
more and is less than seven hundred fifty thousand dollars, theft in office is a felony of the second 

degree. If the value of property or services stolen is seven hundred fifty thousand dollars or more, 

theft in office is a felony of the first degree. 

(C)(l) A public official or party official who pleads guilty to theft in office and whose plea is 

accepted by the court or a public official or party official against whom a verdict or finding of guilt 

for committing theft in office is returned is forever disqualified from holding any public office, 
employment, or position of trust in this state. 

(2)(a)(i) A court that imposes sentence for a violation of this section based on conduct 
described in division (A)(2) of this section shall require the public official or party official who is 

convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense to make restitution for all of the property or the service 

that is the subject of the offense, in addition to the term of imprisonment and any fine imposed. The 
total amount of restitution imposed under this division shall include costs of auditing the public 

entities specified in division (A)(2) of this section that own the property or service involved in the 

conduct described in that division that is a violation of this section, but, except as otherwise provided 
in a negotiated plea agreement, shall not exceed the amount of the restitution imposed for all of the 

property or the service that is the subject of the offense. 

(ii) A court that imposes sentence for a violation of this section based on conduct described 

in division (A)( 1) of this section and that determines at trial that this state or a political subdivision 
of this state if the offender is a public official, or a political party in the United States or this state if 

the offender is a party official, suffered actual loss as a result of the offense shall require the 
offender to make restitution to the state, political subdivision, or political party for all of the actual 
loss experienced, in addition to the term of imprisonment and any fine imposed. The total amount of 

restitution imposed under this division shall include costs of auditing the state, political subdivision, 

or political party that suffered the actual loss based on conduct described in that division that is a 

violation of this section, but, except as otherwise provided in a negotiated plea agreement, shall not 

exceed the amount of the restitution imposed for all of the actual loss suffered. 
(b)(i) In any case in which a sentencing court is required to order restitution under division 

(C)(2)(a) of this section and in which the offender, at the time of the commission of the offense or at 

any other time, was a member of the public employees retirement system, the Ohio police and fire 
pension fund, the state teachers retirement system, the school employees retirement system, or the 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
818 

state highway patrol retirement system; was an electing employee, as defined in section 3305.01 of 
the Revised Code, participating in an alternative retirement plan provided pursuant to Chapter 3305. 
of the Revised Code; was a participating employee or continuing member, as defined in section 
148.01 of the Revised Code, in a deferred compensation program offered by the Ghi&-public 
employees deterred compensation retirement board; was an officer or employee of a municipal 
corporation who was a participant in a deferred compensation program offered by that municipal 
corporation; was an officer or employee of a government unit, as defined in section 148.06 of the 
Revised Code, who was a participant in a deferred compensation program offered by that 
government unit, or was a participating employee, continuing member, or participant in any deferred 
compensation program described in this division and a member of a retirement system specified in 
this division or a retirement system of a municipal corporation, the entity to which restitution is to be 
made may file a motion with the sentencing comt specifying any retirement system, any provider as 
defined in section 3305.01 of the Revised Code, and any deferred compensation program of which 
the offender was a member, electing employee, participating employee, continuing member, or 
participant and requesting the court to issue an order requiring the specified retirement system, the 
specified provider under the alternative retirement plan, or the specified deferred compensation 
program, or, if more than one is specified in the motion, the applicable combination of these, to 
withhold the amount required as restitution from any payment that is to be made under a pension, 
annuity, or allowance, under an option in the alternative retirement plan, under a participant account, 
as defined in section 148.01 of the Revised Code, or under any other type of benefit, other than a 
survivorship benefit, that has been or is in the future granted to the offender, from any payment of 
accumulated employee contributions standing to the offender's credit with that retirement system, 
that provider of the option under the alternative retirement plan, or that deferred compensation 
program, or, if more than one is specified in the motion, the applicable combination of these, and 
from any payment of any other amounts to be paid to the offender upon the offender's withdrawal of 
the offender's contributions pursuant to Chapter 145., 148., 742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the 
Revised Code. A motion described in this division may be filed at any time subsequent to the 
conviction of the offender or entry of a guilty plea. Upon the filing of the motion, the clerk of the 
court in which the motion is filed shall notify the offender, the specified retirement system, the 
specified provider under the alternative retirement plan, or the specified deferred compensation 
program, or, if more than one is specified in the motion, the applicable combination of these, in 
writing, of all of the following: that the motion was filed; that the offender will be granted a hearing 
on the issuance of the requested order if the offender files a written request for a hearing with the 
clerk prior to the expiration of thirty days after the offender receives the notice; that, if a hearing is 
requested, the court will schedule a hearing as soon as possible and notify the offender, any specified 
retirement system, any specified provider under an alternative retirement plan, and any specified 
deferred compensation program of the date, time, and place of the hearing; that, if a hearing is 
conducted, it will be limited only to a consideration of whether the offender can show good cause 
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why the requested order should not be issued; that, if a hearing is conducted, the court will not issue 
the requested order if the court determines, based on evidence presented at the hearing by the 
offender, that there is good cause for the requested order not to be issued; that the court will issue the 
requested order if a hearing is not requested or if a hearing is conducted but the court does not 
determine, based on evidence presented at the hearing by the offender, that there is good cause for 
the requested order not to be issued; and that, if the requested order is issued, any retirement system, 
any provider under an alternative retirement plan, and any deferred compensation program specified 
in the motion will be required to withhold the amount required as restitution from payments to the 

offender. 
(ii) In any case in which a sentencing court is required to order restitution under division (C) 

(2)(a) of this section and in which a motion requesting the issuance of a withholding order as 
described in division (C)(2)(b)(i) of this section is filed, the offender may receive a hearing on the 
motion by delivering a written request for a hearing to the court prior to the expiration of thirty days 
after the offender's receipt of the notice provided pursuant to division (C)(2)(b )(i) of this section. If a 
request for a hearing is made by the offender within the prescribed time, the court shall schedule a 
hearing as soon as possible after the request is made and shall notify the offender, the specified 
retirement system, the specified provider under the alternative retirement plan, or the specified 
deferred compensation program, or, if more than one is specified in the motion, the applicable 
combination of these, of the date, time, and place of the hearing. A hearing scheduled under this 
division shall be limited to a consideration of whether there is good cause, based on evidence 
presented by the offender, for the requested order not to be issued. If the court determines, based on 
evidence presented by the offender, that there is good cause for the order not to be issued, the court 
shall deny the motion and shall not issue the requested order. If the offender does not request a 
hearing within the prescribed time or if the court conducts a hearing but does not determine, based 
on evidence presented by the offender, that there is good cause for the order not to be issued, the 
court shall order the specified retirement system, the specified provider under the alternative 
retirement plan, or the specified deferred compensation program, or, if more than one is specified in 
the motion, the applicable combination of these, to withhold the amount required as restitution under 
division (C)(2)(a) of this section from any payments to be made under a pension, annuity, or 
allowance, under a participant account, as defined in section 148.01 of the Revised Code, under an 
option in the alternative retirement plan, or under any other type of benefit, other than a survivorship 
benefit, that has been or is in the future granted to the offender, from any payment of accumulated 
employee contributions standing to the offender's credit with that retirement system, that provider 
under the alternative retirement plan, or that deferred compensation program, or, if more than one is 
specified in the motion, the applicable combination of these, and from any payment of any other 
amounts to be paid to the offender upon the offender's withdrawal of the offender's contributions 
pursuant to Chapter 145., 148., 742., 3307., 3309., or 5505. of the Revised Code, and to continue the 
withholding for that purpose, in accordance with the order, out of each payment to be made on or 
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after the date of issuance of the order, until further order of the court. Upon receipt of an order 

issued under this division, the public employees retirement system, the Ohio police and fire pension 
fund, the state teachers retirement system, the school employees retirement system, the state 
highway patrol retirement system, a municipal corporation retirement system, the provider under the 

alternative retirement plan, and the deferred compensation program offered by the Ghie---public 

employees de¥erred sompensation retirement board, a municipal corporation, or a government unit, 

as defined in section 148.06 of the Revised Code, whichever are applicable, shall withhold the 
amount required as restitution, in accordance with the order, from any such payments and 

immediately shall forward the amount withheld to the clerk of the court in which the order was 
issued for payment to the entity to which restitution is to be made. 

(iii) Service of a notice required by division (C)(2)(b)(i) or (ii) of this section shall be 

effected in the same manner as provided in the Rules of Civil Procedure for the service of process. 
(c) Consistent with the ruling of the supreme court of the United States in Kelly v. Robinson, 

479 U.S. 36 (1986), restitution imposed under division (C)(2)(a) of this section is not dischargeable 
under Chapter 7 of the United States Bankruptcy Code pursuant to 11 U.S.C. 523, as amended. 

(D) Upon the filing of charges against a person under this section, the prosecutor, as defined 

in section 293~.01 of the Revised Code, who is assigned the case shall send written notice that 

charges have been filed against that person to the public employees retirement system, the Ohio 
police and fire pension fund, the state teachers retirement system, the school employees retirement 

system, the state highway patrol retirement system, the provider under an alternative retirement plan, 
any municipal corporation retirement system in this state, and the deferred compensation program 

offered by the Ghie--public employees deferred eompensation retirement board, a municipal 
corporation, or a government unit, as defined in section 148.06 of the Revised Code. The written 

notice shall specifically identify the person charged. 

Sec. 2925.14. (A) As used in this section, "drug paraphernalia" means any equipment, 

product, or material of any kind that is used by the offender, intended by the offender for use, or 
designed for use, in propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, compounding, 

converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, 
containing, concealing, injecting, ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body, 

a controlled substance in violation of this chapter. "Drug paraphernalia" includes, but is not limited 

to, any of the following equipment, products, or materials that are used by the offender, intended by 
the offender for use, or designed by the offender for use, in any of the following manners: 

(1) A kit for propagating, cultivating, growing, or harvesting any species of a plant that is a 
controlled substance or from which a controlled substance can be derived; 

(2) A kit for manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, or preparing a 
controlled substance; 

(3) Any object, instrument, or device for manufacturing, compounding, converting, 

producing, processing, or preparing methamphetamine; 
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(4) An isomerization device for increasing the potency of any species of a plant that is a 

controlled substance; 
(5) Testing equipment for identifying, or analyzing the strength, effectiveness, or purity of, a 

controlled substance, e~teept for those eKempted in unless division (D)(4) of this section applies to 

the testing equipment; 
(6) A scale or balance for weighing or measuring a controlled substance; 
(7) A diluent or adulterant, such as quinine hydrochloride, mannitol, mannite, dextrose, or 

lactose, for cutting a controlled substance; 
(8) A separation gin or sifter for removing twigs and seeds from, or otherwise cleaning or 

refining, marihuana; 
(9) A blender, bowl, container, spoon, or mixing device for compounding a controlled 

substance; 
(10) A capsule, balloon, envelope, or container for packaging small quantities of a controlled 

substance; 
(11) A container or device for storing or concealing a controlled substance; 

(12) A hypodermic syringe, needle, or instrument for parenterally injecting a controlled 

substance into the human body; 
(13) An object, instrument, or device for ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing into 

the human body, marihuana, cocaine, hashish, or hashish oil, such as a metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, 

stone, plastic, or ceramic pipe, with or without a screen, permanent screen, hashish head, or 
punctured metal bowl; water pipe; carburetion tube or device; smoking or carburetion mask; roach 

clip or similar object used to hold burning material, such as a marihuana cigarette, that has become 
too small or too short to be held in the hand; miniature cocaine spoon, or cocaine vial; chamber pipe; 

carburetor pipe; electric pipe; air driver pipe; chillum; bong; or ice pipe or chiller. 

(B) In determining if any equipment, product, or material is drug paraphernalia, a court or 
law enforcement officer shall consider, in addition to other relevant factors, the following: 

(1) Any statement by the owner, or by anyone in control, of the equipment, product, or 

material, concerning its use; 
(2) The proximity in time or space of the equipment, product, or material, or of the act 

relating to the equipment, product, or material, to a violation of any provision of this chapter; 

(3) The proximity of the equipment, product, or material to any controlled substance; 

(4) The existence of any residue of a controlled substance on the equipment, product, or 

material; 
(5) Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of the owner, or of anyone in control, of 

the equipment, product, or material, to deliver it to any person whom the owner or person in control 

of the equipment, product, or material knows intends to use the object to facilitate a violation of any 

provision of this chapter. A finding that the owner, or anyone in control, of the equipment, product, 
or material, is not guilty of a violation of any other provision of this chapter does not prevent a 
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finding that the equipment, product, or material was intended or designed by the offender for use as 

drug paraphernalia. 
(6) Any oral or written instruction provided with the equipment, product, or material 

concerning its use; 
(7) Any descriptive material accompanying the equipment, product, or material and 

explaining or depicting its use; 
(8) National or local advertising concerning the use of the equipment, product, or material; 

(9) The manner and circumstances in which the equipment, product, or material is displayed 

for sale; 
(10) Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of the sales of the equipment, product, or 

material to the total sales of the business enterprise; 
(11) The existence and scope of legitimate uses of the equipment, product, or material in the 

community; 
(12) Expert testimony concerning the use of the equipment, product, or material. 
(C)(l) Subject to divisions (D)(2), (3), and (4) of this section, no person shall knowingly use, 

or possess with purpose to use, drug paraphernalia. 
(2) No person shall knowingly sell, or possess or manufacture with purpose to sell, drug 

paraphernalia, if the person knows or reasonably should know that the equipment, product, or 

material will be used as drug paraphernalia. 
(3) No person shall place an advertisement in any newspaper, magazine, handbill, or other 

publication that is published and printed and circulates primarily within this state, if the person 
knows that the purpose of the advertisement is to promote the illegal sale in this state of the 

equipment, product, or material that the offender intended or designed for use as drug paraphernalia. 

(D)(1) This section does not apply to manufacturers, licensed health professionals authorized 

to prescribe drugs, pharmacists, owners of pharmacies, and other persons whose conduct is in 

accordance with Chapters 3719., 4715., 4723., 4729., 4730., 4731., 4741., and 4772. of the Revised 
Code. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the possession or use of a hypodermic as 

authorized by section 3 719 .1 72 of the Revised Code. 
(2) Division (C)(l) of this section does not apply to a person's use, or possession with 

purpose to use, any drug paraphernalia that is equipment, a product, or material of any kind that is 

used by the person, intended by the person for use, or designed for use in storing, containing, 

concealing, injecting, ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body marihuana. 
(3) Division (B)(2) of section 2925.11 of the Revised Code applies with respect to a 

violation of division (C)(l) of this section when a person seeks or obtains medical assistance for 
another person who is experiencing a drug overdose, a person experiences a drug overdose and seeks 

medical assistance for that overdose, or a person is the subject of another person seeking or 

obtaining medical assistance for that overdose. 
(4) Division (C)(l) of this section does not apply to a person's use, or possession with 
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purpose to use, aay-drug testing strips to determine the presence of fentanyl or a fentanyl-related 
compound or any other equipment, product, or material approved by tbe state board of pharmacy, in 
rules adopted under section 4729.26 1 of the Revised Code. as a type of instrument that demonstrates 
efficacy in reducing drug poisoning by determining the presence of a specific compound or group of 

compounds. 
(E) Notwithstanding Chapter 2981. of the Revised Code, any drug paraphernalia that was 

used, possessed, sold, or manufactured in a violation of this section shall be seized, after a 
conviction for that violation shall be forfeited, and upon forfeiture shall be disposed of pursuant to 
division (B) of section 2981.12 of the Revised Code. 

(F)(l) Whoever violates division (C)(l) of this section is guilty of illegal use or possession 
of drug paraphernalia, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(2) Except as provided in division (F)(3) of this section, whoever violates division (C)(2) of 
this section is guilty of dealing in drug paraphernalia, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

(3) Whoever violates division (C)(2) of this section by selling drug paraphernalia to a 
juvenile is guilty of selling drug paraphernalia to juveniles, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(4) Whoever violates division (C)(3) of this section is guilty of illegal advertising of drug 
paraphernalia, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

(G)(l) If the offender is a professionally licensed person, in addition to any other sanction 

imposed for a violation of this section, the court immediately shall comply with section 2925.38 of 
the Revised Code. 

If the offender has a driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, section 2929.33 of the 

Revised Code applies. 
(2) Any offender who received a mandatory suspension of the offender's driver's or 

commercial driver's license or permit under this section prior to September 13, 2016,may file a 
motion with the sentencing court requesting the termination of the suspension. However, an offender 
who pleaded guilty to or was convicted of a violation of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance or law of another state or the United States that arose out 
of the same set of circumstances as the violation for which the offender's license or permit was 

suspended under this section shall not file such a motion. 
Upon the filing of a motion under division (G)(2) of this section, the sentencing court, in its 

discretion, may terminate the suspension. 
Sec. 2933.32. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Body cavity search" means an inspection of the anal or vaginal cavity of a person that is 

conducted visually, manually, by means of any instrument, apparatus, or object, or in any other 
manner while the person is detained or arres~ea for the aUegeel eomrnission of a misEletfteaaor or 
traffie offense. 

(2) ''Medical practitioner" has the same meaning as in section 4743.10 of the Revised Code. 
ill "Strip search" means an inspection of the genitalia, buttocks, breasts, or undergarments 
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of a person that is preceded by the removal or rearrangement of some or all of the person's clothing 

that directly covers the person's genitalia, buttocks, breasts, or undergarments and that is conducted 

visually, manually, by means of any instrument, apparatus, or object, or in any other manner while 

the person is detained or arrested for the alleged commission of a misdemeanor or traffic offense. 

"Strip search" does not mean the visual observation of a person who was afforded a reasonable 

opportunity to secure release on bail or recognizance, who fails to secure such release, and who is to 
be integrated with the general population of any detention facility, while the person is changing into 

clothing that is required to be worn by inmates in the facility. 

(B)(l) Except as authorized by this division, no law enforcement officer, other employee of 
a law enforcement agency, physician, or registered nurse or licensed practical nurse shall conduct or 

cause to be conducted a body cavity search or a strip search. 

(2) A body cavity search or strip search may be conducted if a law enforcement officer or 

employee of a law enforcement agency has probable cause to believe that the person is concealing 

evidence of the commission of a criminal offense, including fruits or tools of a crime, contraband, or 

a deadly weapon, as defined in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, that could not otherwise be 
discovered. In determining probable cause for purposes of this section, a law enforcement officer or 

employee of a law enforcement agency shall consider the nature of the offense with which the 

person to be searched is charged, and the circumstances of the person's arrest aJld, if lmewn, the 

prior oonYiotion reoerd ef the person. 
(3) A body cavity search or strip search may be conducted for any legitimate medical or 

hygienic reason . 
(4) Unless there is a legitimate medical reason or medical emergency justifying a warrantless 

search, a body cavity search shall be conducted only after a search warrant is issued that authorizes 

the search. In any case, a body cavity search shall be conducted under sanitary conditions and only 

by a physician, or a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse, who is registered or licensed to 
practice in this state. 

(5) Unless there is a legitimate medical reason or medical emergency that makes obtaining 

written authorization impracticable, a body cavity search or strip search shall be conducted only 
after a law enforcement officer or employee of a law enforcement agency obtains a written 
authorization for the search from the person in command of the law enforcement agency, or from a 

person specifically designated by the person in command to give a written authorization for either 

type of search. 

(6) A body cavity search or strip search shall be conducted by a person or persons who are of 
the same sex as the person who is being searched and the search shall be conducted in a manner and 

in a location that permits only the person or persons who are physically conducting the search and 

the person who is being searched to observe the search. 

(C)(l) Upon completion of a body cavity search or strip search pursuant to this section, the 
person or persons who conducted the search shall prepare a written report concerning the search that 
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shall include all of the following: 
(a) The written authorization for the search obtained from the person in command of the law 

enforcement agency or hi& that person's designee, if required by division (8)(5) of this section; 

(b) The name of the person who was searched; 

(c) The name of the person or persons who conducted the search, the time and date of the 

search, and the place at which the search was conducted; 
(d) A list of the items, if any, recovered during the search; 
(e) The facts upon which the law enforcement officer or employee of the law enforcement 

agency based his the officer's or employee's probable cause for the search, including, but not limited 
to, the officer or employee's review of the nature of the offense with which the searched person is 

charged, and the circumstances of hi& tile person's arrest and, if lrnov,rn, his prior sonvistion reeord; 

(f) If the body cavity search was conducted before or without the issuance of a search 

warrant pursuant to division (8)(4) of this section, or if the body cavity or strip search was 

conducted before or without the granting of written authorization pursuant to division (8)(5) of this 
section, the legitimate medical reason or medical emergency that justified the warrantless search or 

made obtaining written authorization impracticable. 
(2) A copy of the written report required by division (C)(l) of this section shall be kept on 

file in the law enforcement agency, and another copy of it shall be given to the person who was 

searched. 
(D)(l) This section does not preclude the prosecution of a law enforcement officer or 

employee of a law enforcement agency for the violation of any other section of the Revised Code. 

(2) This section does not limit, and shall not be construed to limit, any statutory or common 

law rights of a person to obtain injunctive relief or to recover damages in a civil action. 
(3) If a person is subjected to a body cavity search or strip search in violation of this section, 

any person may commence a civil action to recover compensatory damages for any injury, death, or 
loss to person or property or any indignity arising from the violation. In the civil action, the court 

may award punitive damages to the plaintiffs if they prevail in the action, and it may award 

reasonable attorney's fees to the parties who prevail in the action. 
(4) This section does not apply to body cavity searches or strip searches of persons who have 

been sentenced to serve a term of imprisonment and who are serving that tenn in a detention facility, 
as defined in section 2921.01 of the Revised Code. 

(E)(1) Whoever violates division (8) of this section is guilty of conducting an unauthorized 

search, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
(2) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is guilty of failure to prepare a proper 

search report, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(F) A medical practitioner is not required, and a court or other person shall not order a 
medical practitioner, to perform any medical procedure that is inconsistent with the medical 

practitioner's expert medical opinion. 
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Sec. 2949.12. {&Unless the execution of sentence is suspended--e£-.,__the convicted felon has 

less than thirty days to serve in prison and the department of rehabilitation and correction, the county 
sheriff, and the court agree otherwise, or, for convictions occurring on or after the effective date of 

this amendment the convicted felon is under eighteen years of age, a convicted felon who is 
sentenced to serve a term of imprisonment in a state correctional institution shall be conveyed, 

within five days after sentencing, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, by the sheriff of 

the county in which the conviction was had to the facility that is designated by the department of 

rehabilitation and correction for the reception of convicted felons. The sheriff shall deliver the 

convicted felon into the custody of the managing officer of the reception facility and, at that time, 
unless the department and the sheriff have agreed to electronically processed prisoner commitment, 

shall present the managing officer with a copy of the convicted felon's sentence that clearly 

describes each offense for which the felon was sentenced to a correctional institution, designates 
each section of the Revised Code that the felon violated and that resulted in the felon's conviction 

and sentence to a correctional institution, designates the sentence imposed for each offense for 
which the felon was sentenced to a correctional institution, and, pursuant to section 2967.191 of the 

Revised Code, specifies the total number of days, if any, that the felon was confined for any reason 
prior to conviction and sentence. The sheriff, at that time, also shall present the managing officer 

with a copy of the indictment. The clerk of the court of common pleas shall furnish the copies of the 

sentence and indictment. In the case of a person under the age of eighteen years who is certified to 

the court of common pleas by the juvenile court, the clerk of the court of common pleas also shall 
attach a copy of the certification to the copy of the indictment. 

The convicted felon shall be assigned to an institution or designated to be housed in a 

county, multicounty, municipal, municipal-county, or multicounty-municipal jail or workhouse, if 
authorized pursuant to section 5120.161 of the Revised Code, shall be conveyed to the institution, 

jail, or workhouse, and shall be kept within the institution, jail, or workhouse until the term of the 

felon's imprisonment expires, the felon is pardoned, paroled, or placed under a post-release control 

sanction, or the felon is transferred under laws permitting the transfer of prisoners. If the execution 
of the felon's sentence is suspended, and the judgment thereafter affirmed, the felon shall be 
conveyed, in the same manner as if the execution of the felon's sentence had not been suspended, to 
the reception facility as soon as practicable after the judge directs the execution of sentence. The 

trial judge or other judge of the court, in the judge's discretion and for good cause shown, may 

extend the time of the conveyance. 

(R)(l) A convicted felon who is under eighteen years old at the execution of sentence shall 

be committed to the department of youth services and assigned to an institution within the 
department of youth services and, within five days after sentencing. excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 

and legal holidays. the sheriff of the county in which the conviction was had shall deliver the felon 

to the facifay designated by the department of youth services. The sheriff. at that time. shall present 
the managing officer with a copy of the sentence. a copy of the indictment, and a copy of the 
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certification from the juvcnjJe com1 to the court of common pleas. The convicted felon shall be held 

in the institution operated by the department of youth services until the felon is eighteen years of 

age, until the term of the felon's impri onment expires, until the felon is pardoned, paroled, or placed 
under a post-release control sanction, until the department of youth services, in the discretion of the 

director of youth services, lacks capacity to house the felon, or until the felon is transferred under 
laws permitting the lmosfer of prisoners. 

(2) A convicted felon who is committed to the depa1imenl of youth services under division 

(B)(l) of this section shall be transfen-ed to the department of rehabilitation and correction and 
commjtted to an institution under division (A) of this section for the remainder of the felon's 

sentence when the felon attains the age of eighteen or when the felon, because of a rule violation or 

violations, i determined by the department of youth services to a danger to self or others. Al the 

time of a transfer under division (B)(2) of this section, the sheriff shall present the managing officer 

with a copy of the sentence, a copy of the indictment, and a copy of the certification from the 
juvenile coutt to the court of common pleas. 

Sec. 2951.041. (A)(l) If an offender is charged with a criminal offense, including but not 

limited to a violation of section 2913.02, 2913.03, 2913.11, 2913.21, 2913.31, or 2919.21 of the 

Revised Code, and the court has reason to believe that drug or alcohol usage by the offender was a 

factor leading to the criminal offense with which the offender is charged or that, at the time of 
committing that offense, the offender had a mental illness, was a person with an intellectual 

disability, or was a victim of a violation of section 2905.32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code and that 
the mental illness, status as a person with an intellectual disability, or fact that the offender was a 

victim of a violation of section 2905 .32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code was a factor leading to the 
offender's criminal behavior, the court may accept, prior to the entry of a guilty plea, the offender's 

request for intervention in lieu of conviction. The request shall include a statement from the offender 

as to whether the offender is alleging that drug or alcohol usage by the offender was a factor leading 

to the criminal offense with which the offender is charged or is alleging that, at the time of 
committing that offense, the offender had a mental illness, was a person with an intellectual 

disability, or was a victim of a violation of section 2905.32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code and that 
the mental illness, status as a person with an intellectual disability, or fact that the offender was a 

victim of a violation of section 2905.32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code was a factor leading to the 
criminal offense with which the offender is charged. The request also shall include a waiver of the 

defendant's right to a speedy trial, the preliminary hearing, the time period within which the grand 
jury may consider an indictment against the offender, and arraignment, unless the hearing, 

indictment, or arraignment has already occurred. Unless an offender alleges that drug or alcohol 
usage by the offender was a factor leading to the criminal offense with which the offender is 

charged, the court may reject an offender's request without a hearing. If the court elects to consider 

an offender's request or the offender alleges that drug or alcohol usage by the offender was a factor 
leading to the criminal offense with which the offender is charged, the court shall conduct a hearing 
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to determine whether the offender is eligible under this section for intervention in lieu of conviction 

and shall stay all criminal proceedings pending the outcome of the hearing. If the court schedules a 
hearing, the court shall order an assessment of the offender for the purpose of determining the 

offender's program eligibility for intervention in lieu of conviction and recommending an 

appropriate intervention plan. 

If the offender alleges that drug or alcohol usage by the offender was a factor leading to the 

criminal offense with which the offender is charged, the court may order that the offender be 
assessed by a community addiction services provider or a properly credentialed professional for the 

purpose of determining the offender's program eligibility for intervention in lieu of conviction and 
recommending an appropriate intervention plan. The community addiction services provider or the 

properly credentialed professional shall provide a written assessment of the offender to the court. 

(2) The victim notification provisions of division (E) of section 2930.06 of the Revised Code 
apply in relation to any hearing held under division (A)(l) of this section. 

(B) An offender is eligible for intervention in lieu of conviction if the court finds all of the 

following: 

(1) The offender previously has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any felony offense 
of violence. 

(2) The offense is not a felony of the first, second, or third degree, is not an offense of 
violence, is not a felony sex offense, is not a violation of division (A)(l) or (2) of section 2903.06 of 

the Revised Code, is not a violation of division (A)(l) of section 2903.08 of the Revised Code, is not 

a violation of division (A) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to that division, and is not an offense for which a sentencing court is required to 

impose a mandatory prison term. 
(3) The offender is not charged with a violation of section 2925.02, 2925.04, or 2925.06 of 

the Revised Code, is not charged with a violation of section 2925.03 of the Revised Code that is a 

felony of the first, second, third, or fourth degree, and is not charged with a violation of section 
2925.11 of the Revised Code that is a felony of the first or second degree. 

(4) If an offender alleges that drug or alcohol usage by the offender was a factor leading to 
the criminal offense with which the offender is charged, the court has ordered that the offender be 

assessed by a community addiction services provider or a properly credentialed professional for the 

purpose of determining the offender's program eligibility for intervention in lieu of conviction and 

recommending an appropriate intervention plan, the offender has been assessed by a community 

addiction services provider of that nature or a properly credentialed professional in accordance with 
the court's order, and the community addiction services provider or properly credentialed 

professional has filed the written assessment of the offender with the court. 

(5) If an offender alleges that, at the time of committing the criminal offense with which the 
offender is charged, the offender had a mental illness, was a person with an intellectual disability, or 

was a victim of a violation of section 2905.32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code and that the mental 
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illness, status as a person with an intellectual disability, or fact that the offender was a victim of a 
violation of section 2905 .32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code was a factor leading to that offense, the 
offender has been assessed by a psychiatrist, psychologist, independent social worker, licensed 
professional clinical counselor, or independent marriage and family therapist for the purpose of 
determining the offender's program eligibility for intervention in lieu of conviction and 
recommending an appropriate intervention plan. 

(6) The offender's drug usage, alcohol usage, mental illness, or intellectual disability, or the 
fact that the offender was a victim of a violation of section 2905.32 or 2907.21 of the Revised Code, 
whichever is applicable, was a factor leading to the criminal offense with which the offender is 
charged, intervention in lieu of conviction would not demean the seriousness of the offense, and 
intervention would substantially reduce the likelihood of any future criminal activity. 

(7) The alleged victim of the offense was not sixty-five years of age or older, permanently 
and totally disabled, under thirteen years of age, or a peace officer engaged in the officer's official 
duties at the time of the alleged offense. 

(8) If the offender is charged with a violation of section 2925.24 of the Revised Code, the 
alleged violation did not result in physical harm to any person. 

(9) The offender is willing to comply with all terms and conditions imposed by the court 

pursuant to division (D) of this section. 
(10) The offender is not charged with an offense that would result in the offender being 

disqualified under Chapter 4506. of the Revised Code from operating a commercial motor vehicle or 
would subject the offender to any other sanction under that chapter. 

(C) At the conclusion of a hearing held pursuant to division (A) of this section, the court 
shall determine whether the offender will be granted intervention in lieu of conviction. In making 
this determination, the court shall presume that intervention in lieu of conviction is appropriate. If 
the court finds under this division and division (B) of this section that the offender is eligible for 
intervention in lieu of conviction, the court shall grant the offender's request unless the court finds 
specific reasons to believe that the candidate's participation in intervention in lieu of conviction 
would be inappropriate. 

If the court denies an eligible offender's request for intervention in lieu of conviction, the 
court shall state the reasons for the denial, with particularity, in a written entry. 

If the court grants the offender's request, the court shall accept the offender's plea of guilty 
and waiver of the defendant's right to a speedy trial, the preliminary hearing, the time period within 
which the grand jury may consider an indictment against the offender, and arraignment, unless the 
hearing, indictment, or anaignment has already occurred. In addition, the court then may stay all 
criminal proceedings and order the offender to comply with all terms and conditions imposed by the 
court pursuant to division (D) of this section. If the court finds that the offender is not eligible or 
does not grant the offender's request, the criminal proceedings against the offender shall proceed as 
if the offender's request for intervention in lieu of conviction had not been made. 
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(D) If the court grants an offender's request for intervention in lieu of conviction, all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The court shall place the offender under the general control and supervision of one of the 
following, as if the offender was subject to a community control sanction imposed under section 

2929.15, 2929.18, or 2929.25 of the Revised Code: 
(a) The county probation department, the adult parole authority, or another appropriate local 

probation or court services agency, if one exists; 
(b) If the court grants the request for intervention in lieu of conviction during the period 

commencing on April 4, 2023, and ending on October 15, 2025, a community-based correctional 

facility. 
(2) The court shall establish an intervention plan for the offender. 
(3) The terms and conditions of the intervention plan required under division (D)(2) of this 

section shall require the offender, for at least one year, but not more than five years, from the date on 
which the court grants the order of intervention in lieu of conviction, to abstain from the use of 
illegal drugs and alcohol, to participate in treatment and recovery support services, and to submit to 
regular random testing for drug and alcohol use and may include any other treatment terms and 
conditions, or terms and conditions similar to community control sanctions, which may include 
community service or restitution, that are ordered by the court. 

(E) If the court grants an offender's request for intervention in lieu of conviction and the 
court finds that the offender has successfully completed the intervention plan for the offender, 
including the requirement that the offender abstain from using illegal drugs and alcohol for a period 
of at least one year, but not more than five years, from the date on which the court granted the order 
of intervention in lieu of conviction, the requirement that the offender participate in treatment and 
recovery support services, and all other terms and conditions ordered by the court, the court shall 

dismiss the proceedings against the offender. Successful completion of the intervention plan and 
period of abstinence under this section shall be without adjudication of guilt and is not a criminal 
conviction for purposes of any disqualification or disability imposed by law and upon conviction of 
a crime, and the court may order the sealing or expungement of records related to the offense in 
question, as a dismissal of the charges, in the manner provided in sections 2953.31, 2953.33, 
2953.37, and 2953.521 of the Revised Code and divisions (H), (K), and (L) of section 2953.34 of the 

Revised Code. 
(F) If the court grants an offender's request for intervention in lieu of conviction and the 

offender fails to comply with any term or condition imposed as part of the intervention plan for the 
offender, the supervising authority for the offender promptly shall advise the court of this failure, 
and the court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the offender failed to comply with any term 
or condition imposed as part of the plan. If the court determines that the offender has failed to 
comply with any of those terms and conditions, it may continue the offender on intervention in lieu 
of conviction, continue the offender on intervention in lieu of conviction with additional terms, 
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conditions, and sanctions, including placing U1e offender under the general control and supervision 

of a community-based correctional facility, or enter a finding of guilty and impose an appropriate 
sanction under Chapter 2929. of the Revised Code. If the court sentences the offender to a prison 

term, the court, after consulting with the department of rehabilitation and correction regarding the 

availability of services, may order continued court-supervised activity and treatment of the offender 
during the prison term and, upon consideration of reports received from the department concerning 

the offender's progress in the program of activity and treatment, may consider judicial release under 
section 2929.20 of the Revised Code. 

(G) As used in this section: 

(1) "Community addiction services provider" has the same meaning as in section 5119.01 of 

the Revised Code. 

(2) "Community control sanction" has the same meaning as in section 2929.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(3) "Intervention in lieu of conviction" means any court-supervised activity that complies 

with this section. 

(4) "Intellectual disability" has the same meaning as in section 5123.01 of the Revised Code. 
(5) "Peace officer" has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code. 

(6) "Mental illness" and "psychiatrist" have the same meanings as in section 5122.01 of the 

Revised Code. 
(7) "Psychologist" has the same meaning as in section 4732.01 of the Revised Code. 

(8) "Felony sex offense" means a violation of a section contained in Chapter 2907. of the 
Revised Code that is a felony. 

Sec. 2953.32. (A)(l) Sections 2953.32 te--and 2953.34 of the Revised Code do not apply to 

any of the following: 

(a) Convictions under Chapter 4506., 4507., 4510., 4511., or 4549. of the Revised Code, or a 

conviction for a violation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any section 
contained in any of those chapters; 

(b) Convictions of a felony offense of violence that is not a sexually oriented offense; 
(c) Convictions of a sexually oriented offense when the offender is subject to the 

requirements of Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code or Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code as it 

existed prior to January 1, 2008; 
(d) Convictions of an offense in circumstances in which the victim of the offense was less 

than thirteen years of age, except for convictions under section 2919 .21 of the Revised Code; 

(e) Convictions for a violation of section 2921.41 of the Revised Code; 
(f) Convictions of a felony of the first or second degree; 

(g) Convictions for a violation of section 2919 .25 of the Revised Code that is a misdemeanor 

of the first or second degree or convictions for a violation of a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to that section; 
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(h) Convictions of a felony of the third degree if the offender has more than one other 
conviction of any felony or, if the person has exactly two convictions of a felony of the third degree, 

has more convictions in total than those two third degree felony convictions and two misdemeanor 

convictions. 

(2) Sections 2953.32 to 2953.34 of the Revised Code apply to the following for purposes of 

sealing, but not for purposes of expungement of the record of the case: 
(a) Convictions for a violation of section 2919.25 of the Revised Code that is a misdemeanor 

of the third or fourth degree or convictions for a violation of a municipal ordinance that is 

substantially similar to that section; 

(b) Convictions for a violation of section 2919 .27 of the Revised Code or convictions for a 
violation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to that section. 

(3) For purposes of division (A)(l)(h) of this section, both of the following apply: 

(a) When two or more convictions result from or are connected with the same act or result 

from offenses committed at the same time, they shall be counted as one conviction. 

(b) When two or three convictions result from the same indictment, information, or 
complaint, from the same plea of guilty, or from the same official proceeding, and result from 

related criminal acts that were committed within a three-month period but do not result from the 

same act or from offenses committed at the same time, they shall be counted as one conviction, 

provided that a court may decide as provided in division (D)(l )(i) of this section that it is not in the 
public interest for the two or three convictions to be counted as one conviction. 

(B)(l) Except as provided in section 2953.61 of the Revised Code or as otherwise provided 

in division (B)(l)(a)(iii) of this section, an eligible offender may apply to the sentencing court if 

convicted in this state, or to a court of common pleas if convicted in another state or in a federal 

court, for the sealing or expungement of the record of the case that pertains to the conviction, except 
for convictions listed in division (A)( 1) of this section. Application may be made at whichever of the 

following times is applicable regarding the offense: 
(a) An application for sealing under this section may be made at whichever of the following 

times is applicable regarding the offense: 

(i) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(l)(a)(iv) of this section, at the expiration of 
three years after the offender's final discharge if convicted of one or two felonies of the third degree, 

so long as none of the offenses is a violation of section 2921.43 of the Revised Code; 

(ii) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(l)(a)(iv) of this section, at the expiration of 

one year after the offender's final discharge if convicted of one or more felonies of the fourth or fifth 
degree or one or more misdemeanors, so long as none of the offenses is a violation of section 

2921.43 of the Revised Code or a felony offense of violence; 
(iii) At the expiration of seven years after the offender's final discharge if the record includes 

one or more convictions of soliciting improper compensation in violation of section 2921.43 of the 

Revised Code; 
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(iv) If the offender was subject to the requirements of Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code or 
Chapter 2950. of the Revised Code as it existed prior to January 1, 2008, at the expiration of five 
years after the requirements have ended under section 2950.07 of the Revised Code or section 
2950.07 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to January 1, 2008, or are terminated under section 
2950.15 or 2950.151 of the Revised Code; 

(v) At the expiration of six months after the offender's final discharge if convicted of a minor 
misdemeanor. 

(b) An application for expungement under this section may be made at whichever of the 
following times is applicable regarding the offense: 

(i) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(l)(b)(ii) of this section, if the offense is a 
misdemeanor, at the expiration of one year after the offender's final discharge; 

(ii) If the offense is a minor misdemeanor, at the expiration of six months after the offender's 

final discharge; 
(iii) If the offense is a felony, at the expiration of ten years after the time specified in 

division (B)(l)(a) of this section at which the person may file an application for sealing with respect 
to that felony offense. 

(2) Any person who has been arrested for any misdemeanor offense and who has effected a 
bail forfeiture for the offense charged may apply to the court in which the misdemeanor criminal 
case was pending when bail was forfeited for the sealing or expungement of the record of the case 
that pertains to the charge. Except as provided in section 2953.61 of the Revised Code, the 
application may be filed at whichever of the following times is applicable regarding the offense: 

(a) An application for sealing under this section may be made at any time after the date on 
which the bail forfeiture was entered upon the minutes of the court or the journal, whichever entry 
occurs first. 

(b) An application for expungement under this section may be made at whichever of the 
following times is applicable regarding the offense: 

(i) Except as provided in division (B)(2)(b)(ii) of this section, at any time after the expiration 
of one year from the date on which the bail forfeiture was entered upon the minutes of the court or 
the journal, whichever entry occurs first; 

(ii) If the offense is a minor misdemeanor, at any time after the expiration of six months 
from the date on which the bail forfeiture was entered upon the minutes of the court or the journal, 
whichever entry occurs first. 

(C) Upon the filing of an application under this section, the court shall set a date for a 
hearing and shall notify the prosecutor for the case of the hearing on the application not less than 
sixty days prior to the hearing. Pursuant to the Ohio Constitution, the prosecutor shall provide timely 
notice of the application and the date and time of the hearing to a victim and victim's representative, 
if applicable, if the victim or victim's representative requested notice of the proceedings in the 
underlying case. The court shall hold the hearing not less than forty-five days and not more than 
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ninety days from the date of the filing of the application. The prosecutor may object to the granting 

of the application by filing a written objection with the court not later than thirty days prior to the 
date set for the hearing. The prosecutor shall specify in the objection the reasons for believing a 

denial of the application is justified. The victim, victim's representative, and victim's attorney, if 

applicable, may be present and heard orally, in writing, or both at any hearing under this section. 
The court shall direct its regular probation officer, a state probation officer, or the department of 

probation of the county in which the applicant resides to make inquiries and written reports as the 

court requires concerning the applicant. The probation officer or county department of probation that 

the court directs to make inquiries and written reports as the court requires concerning the applicant 
shall determine whether or not the applicant was fingerprinted at the time of arrest or under section 

109.60 of the Revised Code. If the applicant was so fingerprinted, the probation officer or county 

department of probation shall include with the written report a record of the applicant's fingerprints. 

If the applicant was convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) or (B) of section 

2919.21 of the Revised Code, the probation officer or county department of probation that the court 
directed to make inquiries concerning the applicant shall contact the child support enforcement 

agency enforcing the applicant's obligations under the child support order to inquire about the 
offender's compliance with the child support order. 

(D)(l) At the hearing held under division (C) of this section, the court shall do each of the 

following: 
(a) Determine whether the applicant is pursuing sealing or expunging a conviction of an 

offense that is prohibited under division (A) of this section or whether the forfeiture of bail was 

agreed to by the applicant and the prosecutor in the case, and determine whether the application was 

made at the time specified in division (B)(l)(a) or (b) or division (B)(2)(a) or (b) of this section that 
is applicable with respect to the application and the subject offense; 

(b) Determine whether criminal proceedings are pending against the applicant; 

(c) Determine whether the applicant has been rehabilitated to the satisfaction of the court; 

(d) If the prosecutor has filed an objection in accordance with division (C) of this section, 
consider the reasons against granting the application specified by the prosecutor in the objection; 

(e) If the victim objected, pursuant to the Ohio Constitution, consider the reasons against 
granting the application specified by the victim in the objection; 

(f) Weigh the interests of the applicant in having the records pertaining to the applicant's 

conviction or bail forfeiture sealed or expunged against the legitimate needs, if any, of the 

government to maintain those records; 
(g) Consider the oral or written statement of any victim, victim's representative, and victim's 

attorney, if applicable; 
(h) If the applicant was an eligible offender of the type described in division (A)(3) of 

section 2953.36 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to April 4, 2023, determine whether the 
offender has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory degree. In making the determination, the court may 
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consider all of the following: 

(i) The age of the offender; 
(ii) The facts and circumstances of the offense; 

(iii) The cessation or continuation of criminal behavior; 

(iv) The education and employment of the offender; 
(v) Any other circumstances that may relate to the offender's rehabilitation. 

(i) If the court is required to determine whether an applicant for sealing or expungement has 

two or three convictions that result from the same indictment, information, or complaint, from the 
same plea of guilty, or from the same official proceeding, and result from related criminal acts that 

were committed within a three-month period but do not result from the same act or from offenses 

committed at the same time, in making its determination, the court initially shall determine whether 

it is not in the public interest for the two or three convictions to be counted as one conviction. If the 

court determines that it is not in the public interest for the two or three convictions to be counted as 

one conviction, the court shall determine whether, when counting the convictions individually, the 
applicant is pursuing sealing or expunging a conviction that is prohibited under division (A) of this 

section. 
(2) If the court determines, after complying with division (D)(l) of this section, that the 

offender is not pursuing sealing or expunging a conviction of an offense that is prohibited under 

division (A) of this section or that the forfeiture of bail was agreed to by the applicant and the 
prosecutor in the case, that the application was made at the time specified in division (B)(l)(a) or (b) 

or division (B)(2)(a) or (b) of this section that is applicable with respect to the application and the 

subject offense, that no criminal proceeding is pending against the applicant, that the interests of the 
applicant in having the records pertaining to the applicant's conviction or bail forfeiture sealed or 

expunged are not outweighed by any legitimate governmental needs to maintain those records, and 

that the rehabilitation of the applicant has been attained to the satisfaction of the court, both of the 

following apply: 
(a) The court, except as provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section or division (D), (F), 

or (G) of section 2953.34 of the Revised Code, shall order all official records of the case that pertain 
to the conviction or bail forfeiture sealed if the application was for sealing or expunged if the 
application was for expungement and, except as provided in division (C) of section 2953.34 of the 

Revised Code, all index references to the case that pertain to the conviction or bail forfeiture deleted 
and, in the case of bail forfeitures, shall dismiss the charges in the case. 

(b) The proceedings in the case that pertain to the conviction or bail forfeiture shall be 
considered not to have occurred and the conviction or bail forfeiture of the person who is the subject 

of the proceedings shall be sealed if the application was for sealing or expunged if the application 

was for expungement, except that upon conviction of a subsequent offense, a sealed record of prior 
conviction or bail forfeiture may be considered by the court in determining the sentence or other 

appropriate disposition, including the relief provided for in sections 2953 .31, 2953.32, and 2953 .34 
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of the Revised Code. 
(3) An applicant may request the sealing or expungement of the records of more than one 

case in a single application under this section. Upon the filing of an application under this section, 
the applicant, unless the applicant presents a poverty affidavit showing that the applicant is indigent, 
shall pay an application fee of fifty dollars and may pay a local court fee of not more than fifty 
dollars, regardless of the number of records the application requests to have sealed or expunged. If 
the applicant pays a fee, the court shall pay three-fifths of the fee collected into the state treasury, 
with half of that amount credited to the attorney general reimbursement fund created by section 
109.11 of the Revised Code. If the applicant pays a fee, the court shall pay two-fifths of the fee 
collected into the county general revenue fund if the sealed or expunged conviction or bail forfeiture 
was pursuant to a state statute, or into the general revenue fund of the municipal corporation 
involved if the sealed or expunged conviction or bail forfeiture was pursuant to a municipal 
ordinance. 

(4) If the court orders the official records pertaining to the case sealed or expunged, the court 
shall do one of the following: 

(a) If the applicant was fingerprinted at the time of arrest or under section 109.60 of the 
Revised Code and the record of the applicant's fingerprints was provided to the court under division 
(C) of this section, forward a copy of the sealing or expungement order and the record of the 
applicant's fingerprints to the bureau of criminal identification and investigation. 

(b) If the applicant was not fingerprinted at the time of arrest or under section 109.60 of the 
Revised Code, or the record of the applicant's fingerprints was not provided to the court under 
division (C) of this section, but fingerprinting was required for the offense, order the applicant to 
appear before a sheriff to have the applicant's fingerprints taken according to the fingerprint system 
of identification on the forms furnished by the superintendent of the bureau of criminal identification 
and investigation. The sheriff shall forward the applicant's fingerprints to the court. The court shall 
forward the applicant's fingerprints and a copy of the sealing or expungement order to the bureau of 
criminal identification and investigation. 

Failure of the court to order fingerprints at the time of sealing or expungement does not 
constitute a reversible error. 

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, when the 
bureau of criminal identification and investigation receives notice from a court that the record of a 
conviction or bail forfeiture has been expunged under this section, the bureau of criminal 
identification and investigation shall maintain a record of the expunged conviction record for the 
limited purpose of determining an individual's qualification or disqualification for employment in 
law enforcement. The bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall not be compelled by 
the court to destroy, delete, or erase those records so that the records are permanently irretrievable. 
These records may only be disclosed or provided to law enforcement for the limited purpose of 
determining an individual's qualification or disqualification for employment in law enforcement. 
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When any other entity other than the bureau of criminal identification and investigation 
receives notice from a court that the record of a conviction or bail forfeiture has been expunged 

under this section, the entity shall destroy, delete, and erase the record as appropriate for the record's 

physical or electronic form or characteristic so that the record is permanently irretrievable. 

Sec. 2967.14. (A) As used fa this section: 

(1) "School" has the same meaning as in section 2925.01 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "Child care center" has the same meaning as in section 5104.01 of the Revised Code. 

(ID_ The department of rehabilitation and correction or the adult parole authority may require 

or allow a parolee, a releasee, or a prisoner otherwise released from a state correctional institution to 
reside in a halfway house or other suitable community residential center that has been licensed by 

the division of parole and community services pursuant to division fGt-illl._of this section during a 

part or for the entire period of the offender's or parolee's conditional release or of the releasee's term 
of post-release control. The court of common pleas that placed an offender under a sanction 

consisting of a term in a halfway house or in an alternative residential sanction may require the 
offender to reside in a halfway house or other suitable community residential center that is 

designated by the court and that has been licensed by the division pursuant to division ~@of this 

section during a part or for the entire period of the offender's residential sanction. 

~The division of parole and community services may negotiate and enter into 
agreements with any public or private agency or a department or political subdivision of the state 

that operates a halfway house, reentry center, or community residential center that has been licensed 

by the division pursuant to division ftt-illl._of this section. An agreement under this division shall 
provide for the purchase of beds, shall set limits of supervision and levels of occupancy, and shall 

determine the scope of services for all eligible offenders, including those subject to a residential 
sanction, as defined in rules adopted by the director of rehabilitation and correction in accordance 

with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, or those released from prison without supervision. The 

payments for beds and services shall not exceed the total operating costs of the halfway house, 
reentry center, or community residential center during the term of an agreement. The director of 

rehabilitation and correction shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code 

for determining includable and excludable costs and income to be used in computing the agency's 

average daily per capita costs with its facility at full occupancy. 

The director of rehabilitation and correction shall adopt rules providing for the use of no 
more than fifteen per cent of the amount appropriated to the department each fiscal year for the 

halfway house, reentry center, and community residential center program to pay for contracts with 
licensed halfway houses for nonresidential services for offenders under the supervision of the adult 

parole authority, including but not limited to, offenders supervised pursuant to an agreement entered 
into by the adult parole authority and a court of common pleas under section 2301.32 of the Revised 

Code. The nonresidential services may include, but are not limited to, treatment for substance abuse, 
mental health counseling, counseling for sex offenders, electronic monitoring services, aftercare, and 
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other nonresidential services that the director identifies by rule. 

fGt-illl_ The division of parole and community services may license a halfway house, reentry 
center, or community residential center as a suitable facility for the care and treatment of adult 

offenders, including offenders sentenced under section 2929.16 or 2929.26 of the Revised Code, 

only if the halfway house, reentry center, or community residential center does not operate within 

five hundred feel of a school or child care center. except as provided in division (F) of this section, 

and complies with the standards that the division adopts in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 
Revised Code for the licensure of halfway houses, reentry centers, and community residential 

centers. The division shall annually inspect each licensed halfway house, licensed reentry center, and 

licensed community residential center to determine if it is in compliance with the licensure 

standards. 

~ill)_The division of parole and community services may expend up to one-half per cent 
of the annual appropriation made for halfway house programs, for goods or services that benefit 

those programs. 

(F) The requirement in division (D) of this section that a halfway house. reentry center, or 

community residential center not operate within five hundred feet of a school or child care center 
does not apply to either of the following: 

(1) A halfway house, reentry center, or community residential center that. prior to the 

effective date of this amendment, has operated within five hundred feet of a school or child care 
center; 

(2) A halfway house, reentry center, or community residential center that was licensed and 

opera ling prior to a school or child care center locatiug within five hundred feet of the half way 
house, recnhy center, or community residential center. 

Sec. 2967 .18. (A) Whenever the director of rehabilitation and correction determines that the 

total population of the state correctional institutions for males and females, the total population of 

the state correctional institutions for males, or the total population of the state correctional 
institutions for females exceeds the capacity of those institutions and that an overcrowding 

emergency exists, the director shall notify the correetional instil:ution inspecci.ofl committee attorney 
general of the emergency and provide the committee attorney general with information in support of 

the director's determination. The director shall not notify the committee attorney general that an 

overcrowding emergency exists unless the director determines that no other reasonable method is 
available to resolve the overcrowding emergency. 

(B) On receipt of the notice given pursuant to division (A) of this section, the correctional 

i:Ostitt:Jtioa inspection comn1ittee attorney general promptly shall review the determination of the 
director ofrehabilitation and correction. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Revised Code or 

the Administrative Code that governs the lengths of criminal sentences, sets forth the time within 
which a prisoner is eligible for parole or within which a prisoner may apply for release, or regulates 

the procedure for granting parole or release to prisoners confined in state correctional institutions, 
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the emfllnittee attorney general may recommend to the governor that the prison terms of eligible 
male, female, or all prisoners, as determined under division (E) of this section, be reduced by thirty, 
sixty, or ninety days, in the manner prescribed in that division. 

(C) If the coneetional institution iHspeetioe committee attorney general disagrees with the 
determination of the director of rehabilitation and correction that an overcrowding emergency exists, 
if the committee attorney general finds that an overcrowding emergency exists but does not make a 
recommendation pursuant to division (B) of this section, or if the committee attorney general does 
not make a finding or a recommendation pursuant to that division within thirty days of receipt of the 
notice given pursuant to division (A) of this section, the director may recommend to the governor 
that the action set forth in division (B) of this section be taken. 

(D) Upon receipt of a recommendation from the eorreetio1ml institutioe inspection 
committee attorney general or the director of rehabilitation and correction made pursuant to this 
section, the governor may declare in writing that an overcrowding emergency exists in all of the 
institutions within the control of the department in which men are confined, in which women are 
confined, or both. The declaration shall state that the adult parole authority shall take the action set 
forth in division (B) of this section. After the governor makes the declaration, the director shall file a 
copy of it with the secretary of state, and the copy is a public record. 

The department may begin to implement the declaration of the governor made pursuant to 
this section on the date that it is filed with the secretary of state. The department shall begin to 
implement the declaration within thirty days after the date of filing. The declaration shall be 
implemented in accordance with division (E) of this section. 

(E)(l) No reduction of sentence pursuant to division (B) of this section shall be granted to 
any of the following: 

(a) A person who is serving a term of imprisonment for aggravated murder, murder, 
voluntary manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter, felonious assault, kidnapping, rape, aggravated 
arson, aggravated robbery, or any other offense punishable by life imprisonment or by an indefinite 
term of a specified number of years to life, or for conspiracy in, complicity in, or attempt to commit 

any of those offenses; 
(b) A person who is serving a term of imprisonment for any felony other than carrying a 

concealed weapon that was committed while the person had a firearm, as defined in section 2923.11 
of the Revised Code, on or about the offender's person or under the offender's control; 

(c) A person who is serving a term of imprisonment for a violation of section 2925.03 of the 

Revised Code; 
(d) A person who is serving a term of imprisonment for engaging in a pattern of corrupt 

activity; 
(e) A person who is serving a prison term or term of life imprisonment without parole 

imposed pursuant to section 2971.03 of the Revised Code; 
(f) A person who was denied parole or release pursuant to section 2929.20 of the Revised 
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Code during the term of imprisonment the person currently is serving. 

(2) A declaration of the governor that requires the adult parole authority to take the action set 
forth in division (B) of this section shall be implemented only by reducing the prison terms of 

prisoners who are not in any of the categories set fmth in division (E)( 1) of this section, and only by 

granting reductions of prison terms in the following order: 
(a) Under any such declaration, prison terms initially shall be reduced only for persons who 

are not in any of the categories set forth in division (E)(l) of this section and who are not serving a 

term of imprisonment for any of the following offenses: 
(i) An offense of violence that is a felony of the first, second, or third degree or that, under 

the law in existence prior to the effeeti1, 1e date of this ameedmeet July 1, 1996, was an aggravated 

felony of the first, second, or third degree or a felony of the first or second degree; 

(ii) An offense set forth in Chapter 2925. of the Revised Code that is a felony of the first or 

second degree. 
(b) If every person serving a term of imprisonment at the time of the implementation of any 

such declaration who is in the class of persons eligible for the initial reduction of prison terms, as 

described in division (E)(2)(a) of this section, has received a total of ninety days of term reduction 
for each three years of imprisonment actually served, then prison terms may be reduced for all other 

persons serving a term of imprisonment at that time who are not in any of the categories set forth in 

division (E)(l) of this section. 
(F) An offender who is released from a state correctional institution pursuant to this section 

is subject to post-release control sanctions imposed by the adult parole authority as if the offender 
was a prisoner described in division (B) of section 2967.28 of the Revised Code who was being 

released from imprisonment. 
(G) If more than one overcrowding emergency is declared while a prisoner is serving a 

prison term, the total term reduction for that prisoner as the result of multiple declarations shall not 
exceed ninety days for each three years of imprisonment actually served. 

Sec. 2967.26. (A)(l) The department ofrehabilitation and correction, by rule, may establish 

a transitional control program for the purpose of closely monitoring a prisoner's adjustment to 

community supervision during the final one hundred eighty days of the prisoner's confinement. If the 
department establishes a transitional control program under this division, the division of parole and 

community services of the department of rehabilitation and correction may transfer eligible prisoners 

to transitional control status under the program during the final one hundred eighty days of their 

confinement and under the terms and conditions established by the department, shall provide for the 
confinement as provided in this division of each eligible prisoner so transferred, and shall supervise 

each eligible prisoner so transferred in one or more community control sanctions. Each eligible 
prisoner who is transferred to transitional control status under the program shall be confined in a 

suitable facility that is licensed pursuant to division tGf-.ill}_of section 2967.14 of the Revised Code, 

or shall be confined in a residence the department has approved for this purpose and be monitored 
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pursuant to an electronic monitoring device, as defined in section 2929.01 of the Revised Code. If 
the department establishes a transitional control program under this division, the rules establishing 
the program shall include criteria that define which prisoners are eligible for the program, criteria 
that must be satisfied to be approved as a residence that may be used for confinement under the 

program of a prisoner that is transferred to it and procedures for the department to approve 
residences that satisfy those criteria, and provisions of the type described in division (C) of this 
section. At a minimum, the criteria that define which prisoners are eligible for the program shall 
provide all of the following: 

(a) That a prisoner is eligible for the program if the prisoner is serving a prison term or term 
of imprisonment for an offense committed prior to March 17, 1998, and if, at the time at which 
eligibility is being determined, the prisoner would have been eligible for a furlough under this 

section as it existed immediately prior to March 17, 1998, or would have been eligible for 
conditional release under former section 2967.23 of the Revised Code as that section existed 
immediately prior to March 17, 1998; 

(b) That no prisoner who is serving a mandatory prison term is eligible for the program until 
after expiration of the mandatory term; 

(c) That no prisoner who is serving a prison term or term of life imprisonment without parole 

imposed pursuant to section 2971.03 of the Revised Code is eligible for the program. 
(2) At least sixty days prior to transferring to transitional control under this section a prisoner 

who is serving a definite term of imprisonment or definite prison term of less than one year for an 
offense committed on or after July 1, 1996, or who is serving a minimum term of less than one year 
under a non-life felony indefinite prison term, on or after April 4, 2023, the division of parole and 
community services of the department of rehabilitation and correction shall give notice of the 
pendency of the transfer to transitional control to the court of common pleas of the county in which 
the indictment against the prisoner was found and of the fact that the court may disapprove the 
transfer of the prisoner to transitional control and shall include the institutional summary report 
prepared by the head of the state correctional institution in which the prisoner is confined. The head 
of the state correctional institution in which the prisoner is confined, upon the request of the division 
of parole and community services, shall provide to the division for inclusion in the notice sent to the 
court under this division an institutional summary report on the prisoner's conduct in the institution 
and in any institution from which the prisoner may have been transferred. The institutional summary 
report shall cover the prisoner's participation in school, vocational training, work, treatment, and 
other rehabilitative activities and any disciplinary action taken against the prisoner. If the court 
disapproves of the transfer of the prisoner to transitional control, the court shall notify the division of 
the disapproval within thirty days after receipt of the notice. If the court timely disapproves the 
transfer of the prisoner to transitional control, the division shall not proceed with the transfer. If the 
court does not timely disapprove the transfer of the prisoner to transitional control, the division may 
transfer the prisoner to transitional control. 
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(3)(a) If the victim of an offense for which a prisoner was sentenced to a prison term or term 
of imprisonment has requested notification under section 2930.16 of the Revised Code and has 
provided the department of rehabilitation and correction with the victim's name and address or if 
division (A)(3)(b) of this section applies, the division of parole and community services, at least 
sixty days prior to transferring the prisoner to transitional control pursuant to this section, shall 
notify the victim and the victim's representative, if applicable, of the pendency of the transfer and of 
the victim's and victim's representative's right to submit a statement to the division regarding the 
impact of the transfer of the prisoner to transitional control. If the victim or victim's representative's 
subsequently submits a statement of that nature to the division, the division shall consider the 
statement in deciding whether to transfer the prisoner to transitional control. 

(b) If a prisoner is incarcerated for the commission of aggravated murder, murder, or an 

offense of violence that is a felony of the first, second, or third degree or under a sentence of life 
imprisonment, except as otherwise provided in this division, the notice described in division (A)(3) 
(a) of this section shall be given regardless of whether the victim has requested the notification. The 
notice described in division (A)(3)(a) of this section shall not be given under this division to a victim 
if the victim has requested pursuant to division (B)(2) of section 2930.03 of the Revised Code that 
the victim not be provided the notice. If notice is to be provided to a victim under this division, the 
authority may give the notice by any reasonable means, including regular mail, telephone, and 
electronic mail, in accordance with division (D)(l) of section 2930.16 of the Revised Code. If the 
notice is based on an offense committed prior to March 22, 2013, the notice also shall include the 
opt-out information described in division (D)(l) of section 2930.16 of the Revised Code. The 
authority, in accordance with division (D)(2) of section 2930.16 of the Revised Code, shall keep a 
record of all attempts to provide the notice, and of all notices provided, under this division. 

Division (A)(3)(b) of this section, and the notice-related provisions of divisions (E)(2) and 
(K) of section 2929.20, division (D)(l) of section 2930.16, division (H) of section 2967.12, division 
(E)(l )(b) of section 2967 .19 as it existed prior to April 4, 2023, division (D)(l) of section 2967 .28, 
and division (A)(2) of section 5149.101 of the Revised Code enacted in the act in which division (A) 
(3)(b) of this section was enacted, shall be known as "Roberta's Law." 

(4) The department of rehabilitation and correction, at least sixty days prior to transferring a 
prisoner to transitional control pursuant to this section, shall post on the database it maintains 

pursuant to section 5120.66 of the Revised Code the prisoner's name and all of the information 
specified in division (A)(l)(c)(iv) of that section. In addition to and independent of the right of a 
victim to submit a statement as described in division (A)(3) of this section or to otherwise make a 
statement and in addition to and independent of any other right or duty of a person to present 
information or make a statement, any person may send to the division of parole and community 
services at any time prior to the division's transfer of the prisoner to transitional control a written 
statement regarding the transfer of the prisoner to transitional control. In addition to the information, 
reports, and statements it considers under divisions (A)(2) and (3) of this section or that it otherwise 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
843 

considers, the division shall consider each statement submitted in accordance with this division in 

deciding whether to transfer the prisoner to transitional control. 
(B) Each prisoner transferred to transitional control under this section shall be confined in 

the manner described in division (A) of this section during any period of time that the prisoner is not 

actually working at the prisoner's approved employment, engaged in a vocational training or another 

educational program, engaged in another program designated by the director, or engaged in other 

activities approved by the department. 
(C) The department of rehabilitation and correction shall adopt rules for transferring eligible 

prisoners to transitional control, supervising and confining prisoners so transferred, administering 

the transitional control program in accordance with this section, and using the moneys deposited into 
the transitional control fund established under division (E) of this section. 

(D) The department of rehabilitation and correction may adopt rules for the issuance of 

passes for the limited purposes described in this division to prisoners who are transferred to 
transitional control under this section. If the department adopts rules of that nature, the rules shall 

govern the granting of the passes and shall provide for the supervision of prisoners who are 
temporarily released pursuant to one of those passes. Upon the adoption of rules under this division, 

the department may issue passes to prisoners who are transferred to transitional control status under 

this section in accordance with the rules and the provisions of this division. All passes issued under 

this division shall be for a maximum of forty-eight hours and may be issued only for the following 

purposes: 
(1) To visit a relative in imminent danger of death; 
(2) To have a private viewing of the body of a deceased relative; 

(3) To visit with family; 

(4) To otherwise aid in the rehabilitation of the prisoner. 

(E) The division of parole and community services may require a prisoner who is transferred 
to transitional control to pay to the division the reasonable expenses incurred by the division in 

supervising or confining the prisoner while under transitional control. Inability to pay those 
reasonable expenses shall not be grounds for refusing to transfer an otherwise eligible prisoner to 

transitional control. Amounts received by the division of parole and community services under this 
division shall be deposited into the transitional control fund, which is hereby created in the state 

treasury and which hereby replaces and succeeds the furlough services fund that formerly existed in 

the state treasury. All moneys that remain in the furlough services fund on March 17, 1998, shall be 
transferred on that date to the transitional control fund. The transitional control fund shall be used 

solely to pay costs related to the operation of the transitional control program established under this 

section. The director of rehabilitation and correction shall adopt rules in accordance with section 

111.15 of the Revised Code for the use of the fund. 
(F) A prisoner who violates any rule established by the department of rehabilitation and 

correction under division (A), (C), or (D) of this section may be transferred to a state correctional 
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institution pursuant to rules adopted under division (A), (C), or (D) of this section, but the prisoner 
shall receive credit towards completing the prisoner's sentence for the time spent under transitional 

control. 
If a prisoner is transferred to transitional control under this section, upon successful 

completion of the period of transitional control, the prisoner may be released on parole or under 
post-release control pursuant to section 2967.13 or 2967.28 of the Revised Code and rules adopted 
by the department of rehabilitation and correction. If the prisoner is released under post-release 
control, the duration of the post-release control, the type of post-release control sanctions that may 
be imposed, the enforcement of the sanctions, and the treatment of prisoners who violate any 
sanction applicable to the prisoner are governed by section 2967 .28 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 2967.271. (A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Offender's minimum prison term" means the minimum prison term imposed on an 

offender under a non-life felony indefinite prison term, diminished as provided in section 2967 .191 
or 2967.193 of the Revised Code or in any other provision of the Revised Code, other than division 
(F) of this section, that provides for diminution or reduction of an offender's sentence. 

(2) "Offender's presumptive earned early release date" means the date that is determined 
under the procedures described in division (F) of this section by the reduction, if any, of an 
offender's minimum prison term by the sentencing court and the crediting of that reduction toward 
the satisfaction of the minimum term. 

(3) "Rehabilitative programs and activities" means education programs, vocational training, 
employment in prison industries, treatment for substance abuse, or other constructive programs 
developed by the department of rehabilitation and correction with specific standards for performance 

by prisoners. 
(4) "Security level" means the security level in which an offender is classified under the 

inmate classification level system of the department of rehabilitation and correction that then is in 

effect. 
(5) "Sexually oriented offense" has the same meaning as in section 2950.01 of the Revised 

Code. 
(B) When an offender is sentenced to a non-life felony indefinite prison term, there shall be a 

presumption that the person shall be released from service of the sentence on the expiration of the 
offender's minimum prison term or on the offender's presumptive earned early release date, 

whichever is earlier. 
(C) The presumption established under division (B) of this section is a rebuttable 

presumption that the department of rehabilitation and correction may rebut as provided in this 
division. Unless the department rebuts the presumption, the offender shall be released from service 
of the sentence on the expiration of the offender's minimum prison term or on the offender's 
presumptive earned early release date, whichever is earlier. The department may rebut the 
presumption only if the department determines, at a hearing, that one or more of the following 
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applies: 
(1) Regardless of the security level in which the offender is classified at the time of the 

hearing, both of the following apply: 
(a) During the offender's incarceration, the offender committed institutional rule infractions 

that involved compromising the security of a state correctional institution, compromising the safety 
of the staff of a state correctional institution or its inmates, or physical harm or the threat of physical 
harm to the staff of a state correctional institution or its inmates, or committed a violation of law that 
was not prosecuted, and the infractions or violations demonstrate that the offender has not been 
rehabilitated. 

(b) The offender's behavior while incarcerated, including, but not limited to the infractions 
and violations specified in division (C)(l)(a) of this section, demonstrate that the offender continues 
to pose a threat to society. 

(2) Regardless of the security level in which the offender is classified at the time of the 
hearing, the offender has been placed by the department in extended restrictive housing at any time 
within the year preceding the date of the hearing. 

(3) At the time of the hearing, the offender is classified by the department as a security level 
three, four, or five, or at a higher security level. 

(D)(l) If the department of rehabilitation and correction, pursuant to division (C) of this 
section, rebuts the presumption established under division (B) of this section, the department may 
maintain the offender's incarceration in a state correctional institution under the sentence after the 
expiration of the offender's minimum prison term or, for offenders who have a presumptive earned 
early release date, after the offender's presumptive earned early release date. The department may 
maintain the offender's incarceration under this division for an additional period of incarceration 
determined by the department. The additional period of incarceration shall be a reasonable period 
determined by the department, shall be specified by the department, and shall not exceed the 
offender's maximum prison term. 

(2) If the department maintains an offender's incarceration for an additional period under 
division (D)(l) of this section, there shall be a presumption that the offender shall be released on the 
expiration of the offender's minimum prison term plus the additional period of incarceration 
specified by the department as provided under that division or, for offenders who have a 
presumptive earned early release date, on the expiration of the additional period of incarceration to 
be served after the offender's presumptive earned early release date that is specified by the 
department as provided under that division. The presumption is a rebuttable presumption that the 
department may rebut, but only if it conducts a hearing and makes the determinations specified in 
division (C) of this section, and if the department rebuts the presumption, it may maintain the 
offender's incarceration in a state correctional institution for an additional period determined as 
specified in division (D)(l) of this section. Unless the department rebuts the presumption at the 
hearing, the offender shall be released from service of the sentence on the expiration of the 
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offender's minimum prison term plus the additional period of incarceration specified by the 
department or, for offenders who have a presumptive earned early release date, on the expiration of 
the additional period of incarceration to be served after the offender's presumptive earned early 
release date as specified by the department. 

The provisions of this division regarding the establishment of a rebuttable presumption, the 
department's rebuttal of the presumption, and the department's maintenance of an offender's 
incarceration for an additional period of incarceration apply, and may be utilized more than one 
time, during the remainder of the offender's incarceration. If the offender has not been released 
under division (C) of this section or this division prior to the expiration of the offender's maximum 
prison term imposed as part of the offender's non-life felony indefinite prison term, the offender 
shall be released upon the expiration of that maximum term. 

(E) The department shall provide notices of hearings to be conducted under division (C) or 
(D) of this section in the same manner, and to the same persons, as specified in section 2967.12 and 
Chapter 2930. of the Revised Code with respect to hearings to be conducted regarding the possible 

release on parole of an inmate. 
(F)( 1) The director of the department of rehabilitation and correction may notify the 

sentencing court in writing that the director is recommending that the court grant a reduction in the 
minimum prison term imposed on a specified offender who is serving a non-life felony indefinite 
prison term and who is eligible under division (F)(8) of this section for such a reduction, due to the 
offender's exceptional conduct while incarcerated or the offender's adjustment to incarceration. If the 
director wishes to recommend such a reduction for an offender, the director shall send the notice to 
the court not earlier than ninety days prior to the date on which the director wishes to credit the 
reduction toward the satisfaction of the offender's minimum prison term. If the director recommends 
such a reduction for an offender, there shall be a presumption that the court shall grant the 
recommended reduction to the offender. The presumption established under this division is a 
rebuttable presumption that may be rebutted as provided in division (F)(4) of this section. 

The director shall include with the notice sent to a court under this division an institutional 
summary report that covers the offender's participation while confined in a state correctional 
institution in rehabilitative programs and activities and any disciplinary action taken against the 
offender while so confined, and any other documentation requested by the court, if available. 

The notice the director sends to a court under this division shall do all of the following: 
(a) Identify the offender; 
(b) Specify the length of the recommended reduction, which shall be for five to fifteen per 

cent of the offender's minimum term determined in accordance with rules adopted by the department 
under division (F)(7) of this section; 

(c) Specify the reason or reasons that qualify the offender for the recommended reduction; 
(d) Inform the court of the rebuttable presumption and that the court must either approve or, 

if the court finds that the presumption has been rebutted, disapprove of the recommended reduction, 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 96 136th G.A. 
847 

and that if it approves of the recommended reduction, it must grant the reduction; 

(e) Inform the court that it must notify the department of its decision as to approval or 
disapproval not later than sixty days after receipt of the notice from the director. 

(2) When the director, under division (F)(l) of this section, submits a notice to a sentencing 

court that the director is recommending that the court grant a reduction in the minimum prison term 

imposed on an offender serving a non-life felony indefinite prison term, the department promptly 
shall provide to the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the offender was indicted a copy of 

the written notice, a copy of the institutional summary report described in that division, and any 
other information provided to the court. 

(3) Upon receipt of a notice submitted by the director under division (F)(l) of this section, 

the court shall schedule a hearing to consider whether to grant the reduction in the minimum prison 

term imposed on the specified offender that was recommended by the director or to find that the 

presumption has been rebutted and disapprove the recommended reduction. Upon scheduling the 
hearing, the court promptly shall give notice of the hearing to the prosecuting attorney of the county 

in which the offender was indicted and to the department. The notice shall inform the prosecuting 

attorney that the prosecuting attorney may submit to the court, prior to the date of the hearing, 
written information relevant to the recommendation and may present at the hearing written 

information and oral information relevant to the recommendation. 

Upon receipt of the notice from the court, the prosecuting attorney shall notify the victim of 
the offender or the victim's representative of the recommendation by the director, the date, time, and 

place of the hearing, the fact that the victim may submit to the court, prior to the date of the hearing, 
written information relevant to the recommendation, and the address and procedure for submitting 

the information. 

(4) At the hearing scheduled under division (F)(3) of this section, the court shall afford the 

prosecuting attorney an opportunity to present written information and oral information relevant to 
the director's recommendation. In making its determination as to whether to grant or disapprove the 
reduction in the minimum prison term imposed on the specified offender that was recommended by 

the director, the court shall consider any report and other documentation submitted by the director, 

any infonnation submitted by a victim, any information submitted or presented at the hearing by the 
prosecuting attorney, and all of the factors set forth in divisions (B) to (D) of section 2929.12 of the 

Revised Code that are relevant to the offender's offense and to the offender. 

Unless the court, after considering at the hearing the specified reports, documentation, 

information, and relevant factors, finds that the presumption that the recommended reduction shall 
be granted has been rebutted and disapproves the recommended reduction, the court shall grant the 

recommended reduction. The court may disapprove the recommended reduction only if, after 

considering at the hearing the specified reports, documentation, information, and relevant factors, it 

finds that the presumption that the reduction shall be granted has been rebutted. The court may find 
that the presumption has been rebutted and disapprove the recommended reduction only if it 
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